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Enjoy your local pools
Summer marks the beginning of the swimming pool season at 
the four Council-owned pools in Castlemaine, Harcourt, Maldon 
and Newstead. The pools are staffed by qualified lifeguards 
and offer a variety of activities including swimming lessons, lap 
swimming, pool parties and movie nights during the warmer 
months of the year.

“Last season Council spoke with patrons about their ideas 
to improve the user experience at the pools. Based on the 
feedback received, we’ve introduced new furniture, barbecues, 
lane ropes and shade sails,” said Vicky Mason, Director 
Sustainable Communities.

Council has also installed saline water purification systems at 
Harcourt and Newstead pools. Works at the Castlemaine pool 
began in October to minimise water leakage, replace tiles, 
install a new chlorination unit and repair the storage shed.

Improvements planned for 2016 include tree planting for shade, 
repairing the concourse around the learner pool at Harcourt, 
and working with pool managers to provide healthy alternatives 
in the kiosks.

Bendigo YMCA manages and operates pools in Castlemaine, 
Harcourt and Maldon, while the Newstead Swimming Pool is 
managed by the Newstead and District Swimming Pool Inc.

The swimming pool season will continue through until Labour 
Day, Monday 14 March 2016. The pools will be closed on 
Christmas Day and on days declared Code Red fire danger.

Listening posts will be held throughout the pool season 
to give the community a chance to share ideas for further 
improvements. For more information visit the pool section of 
Council’s website.

POOL ADMISSION FEES  
PER VISIT TICKET SEASON TICKET
Children $2.80 Single $60.00

Adults $4.20 Single concession $52.00

Adult concession $3.70 Family $140.00

Family $12.00 Family concession  $117.00

POOL OPENING HOURS
CASTLEMAINE SWIMMING POOL 
Ph: 5472 1873  Lake Augusta Drive, Castlemaine
Weekends, public holidays and school holidays 11am – 6pm
All other weekdays 1pm – 7pm
Public lap swimming – weekdays 6pm – 7pm
Castlemaine Swimming Club Training  
– Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday

6pm – 7pm

Castlemaine Swimming Club  
– Thursday Club night

6pm – 8pm

HARCOURT SWIMMING POOL 
Ph: 5474 2484  Bridge Street, Harcourt
Weekends and public holidays 1pm – 6pm
School holidays 1pm – 7pm
All other weekdays 3pm – 7pm
Public lap swimming 6pm – 7pm
MALDON SWIMMING POOL 
Ph: 5475 2074  Hospital Street, Maldon
Weekends and public holidays 1pm – 6pm
School holidays 1pm – 7pm
All other weekdays 3pm – 7pm
Public lap swimming – Monday, Wednesday  
and Thursday

6pm – 7pm

Maldon Moves – Tuesday and Thursday 6pm – 6.45pm
NEWSTEAD SWIMMING POOL 
Ph: 5476 2200  Panmure Street, Newstead 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 4pm – 6pm
Friday 4pm – 8pm
Wednesday and Saturday 2pm – 8pm
Sunday 2pm – 6pm
School holiday period (excluding public holidays) 2pm – 8pm
Boxing Day 2pm – 8pm
New Year's Day 2pm – 6pm
Public lap swimming – Wednesday 2pm – 4pm

To make a group booking or arrange a season pass (valid 
across all pools) contact: Castlemaine, Harcourt and Maldon 
Swimming Pools – 5444 3360 / 0448 555 570 or Newstead 
and District Swimming Pool – 5476 2200.
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Message from the Mayor

It was very pleasing in 
October to see that Cell 4 
at the Castlemaine Waste 
Facility started operating after 
passing all three regulatory 
audits. This was a large 
project for Council and it 
raises the opportunity for all 
residents to think about how 
we can challenge old habits 
when it comes to rubbish.

The new cell is expected to 
reach capacity after four 
years. Yet I’m confident that 
we can extend this to six 
years or beyond by working 
together to reduce the 
amount of waste we throw 
away, and think more carefully 
about how we can reduce, 
reuse and recycle in the Shire. 

Local award winning students 
at Winters Flat Primary School 
are already leading the way. 
The students, who recently 
took out four of the 2015 
ResourceSmart Education 
Awards, wrote to me to share 
some of their ideas.

“Thank you for dealing with 
our waste but we have seen 
people putting recycling in 
the garbage bin because 
it isn’t recycling pick-up 
week. We are trying to 
make our community more 
sustainable and as young 
leaders of Castlemaine we 
have a bright idea to stop 
to this happening. We think 
there should be garbage 
trucks every two weeks and 
recycling weekly.”
(Winters Flat Primary School)

I was excited that young 
people in our community are 
thinking creatively about ways 
to reduce the amount of waste 
going to landfill. I visited the 
school and heard students of 
all ages talking passionately 
about the need to educate 
people about composting 
food scraps, and keeping 
chooks and worm farms, 
which they do at school. 

What about the suggestion 
of fortnightly garbage and 

weekly recycling collections? 
When we sat down and 
discussed the idea, the 
students identified the 
possible problem of waste 
being placed in recycling bins; 
something which is already 
a big issue for recycling 
processors. We also discussed 
the idea of adding a third bin 
for collecting organics such as 
food scraps and garden waste. 

If everyone in the Shire 
managed their waste like 
these students, our new 
landfill cell would fill at half 
the rate. That would be a 
huge saving in cost and 
environmental impact. The 
students said they would 
be happy to talk through 
their ideas with interested 
members of the community. 
To learn more please visit 
www.winters-flat-ps.vic.edu.au 
or phone 5472 1522.

Council is also in the throes 
of developing a waste action 
plan. In November, we invited 
community members to 
share their views on waste 
management through a survey. 
I look forward to learning 
more about local attitudes to 
waste, recycling and resource 
recovery, to help guide our 
future work in this area.

Cr Christine 
Henderson

STUDENT TIPS TO 
REDUCE YOUR WASTE:

»  Use fewer plastic  
bags and things that  
are going to end up  
in landfill

»  Separate rubbish from 
recycling

» Don’t litter

»  Put food scraps in 
compost bins or worm 
farms and not in the 
rubbish

»  Don’t use plastic wrap 
on your food

»  Stop before buying 
and think ‘Do l really 
need this? Where is this 
going to end up?’

»  Buy things that last or, 
better still, make them 
yourself

»  Buy locally. Things are 
fresher and require less 
packaging.

The first load of kerbside 
rubbish was delivered to the 
newly constructed Cell 4 at 
Castlemaine Waste Facility 
in October. The cell was 
completed in May and was 
subjected to rigorous testing 
with three independent audits 
prior to opening. 

The cell includes a one-metre 
thick clay liner, a specialised 
geomembrane, a one-metre 
thick layer of drainage material 
and a drainage membrane 
to meet strict environmental 
protection controls.

It receives kerbside rubbish 
and a small amount of 
residual waste hand-sorted 
by contractor staff. Scrap 
metal, whitegoods, tyres and 

mattresses are stockpiled at 
the facility and collected by 
specialist recyclers. Materials 
salvaged at the site can be 
purchased at Paddy’s Market. 
Mulch from greenwaste is 
produced onsite for use at the 
waste facility. 

The cell has capacity to hold 
around 50,000 cubic metres 
of waste and will last at least 
four years, with the potential 
to extend this depending on 
how well the Shire can reduce, 
reuse and recycle its waste.

A Waste Management and 
Resource Recovery Action 
Plan will be developed in 
2016 to guide future waste 
management within the Shire 
over the next five years. 

New landfill cell in operation 
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The fire danger period is when the Country Fire Authority (CFA) 
restricts the use of fire in the community to help prevent fires 
from starting. The tips below may help you this summer.

What fire district am I in? 
Mount Alexander Shire is located within the North Central  
Fire District.

Are fire restrictions in place? 
Yes, fire restrictions have been in place in Mount Alexander 
since Monday 9 November 2015 and will cease on Sunday 1 May 
2016 unless withdrawn earlier.

How can I prepare my home? 
Clear out gutters, move stacks of wood away from your home 
and regularly mow your lawns. 

Why should I have a fire plan? 
A fire plan will help you remember what needs to be done 
during a crisis. Visit the CFA website or emergency.vic.gov.au 
for a template. Discuss your plans with your family, friends or 
neighbours about where you’ll go and when you’re going to 
leave in the case of fire.

When should I leave? 
Leaving early is the safest option to protect yourself and your 
family. You can use Fire Danger Ratings to decide when to leave. 
The ratings tell you how dangerous a fire would be if one started. 

What do the three levels of warnings mean? 
Advice: An incident is occurring or has occurred in the area. 
Access information and monitor conditions.

Watch and Act: An emergency is heading towards you.
Conditions are changing and you need to take action now to 
protect yourself and your family.

Emergency Warning: You are in imminent danger and need to 
take action now. You will be impacted.

What else can I do? 
Consider packing important documents, photos, medications, 
money and clothes so you can leave easily. 

Can I use machinery during the fire danger period? 
There are many restrictions on the use of machinery such as 
welders, chainsaws and even lawnmowers throughout the fire 
danger period. Visit the CFA website for more information.

How will I hear about warnings and fire information? 
Online: www.emergency.vic.gov.au

Radio: ABC Central Victoria, 91.1 FM

Phone: Victorian Bushfire Information Line on 1800 240 667 or  
if you have a hearing or speech impairment phone 1800 555 677. 

Download: FireReady app 

Council has replaced nearly 900 mercury vapour streetlights 
with energy efficient Light Emitting Diodes (LEDs) through 
participation in the Lighting the Regions streetlight  
changeover project.

The new lights save around 77 per cent of energy and 
associated greenhouse gases along with significant savings  
in future operating and maintenance costs.

LEDs have been installed at Baringhup, Barkers Creek, 
Campbells Creek, Castlemaine, Chewton, Elphinstone, 
Fryerstown, Green Gully, Guildford, Harcourt, Maldon, McKenzie 
Hill, Metcalfe, Newstead, Taradale, Vaughan and Yapeen.

The Lighting the Regions project is one of the largest street 
lighting partnerships in Australia. It will see the replacement  
of 23,000 mercury vapour streetlights across 16 local 
government areas in Victoria.

Did you know that a six-day extreme heatwave in 2009 caused 
374 deaths? 

Mount Alexander Shire Council has partnered with the City 
of Greater Bendigo, Loddon Shire, Macedon Ranges Shire, 
Buloke Shire and Central Goldfields Shire to develop a practical 
Heatwave Help website which features information on: 

Keeping yourself cool – drink water, dress for the weather, go 
somewhere cool, stay in the shade, reduce physical activity and 
look after your pets.

Better managing your home – Keep windows and blinds closed 
until it cools down outside, reduce drafts, close doors, use fans 
and air conditioners.

Improving your home – Consider installing external blinds on 
your sunniest windows, seal gaps and cracks, shade windows 
by planting trees, choose thick curtains for windows.

Heatwaves are a serious health threat and in extreme cases 
can be fatal. Everyone can be affected but the most vulnerable 
groups are the elderly and new babies. If you or someone else 
is feeling unwell phone the Nurse-on-call on 1300 60 60 24. For 
life-threatening emergencies phone 000. 

The project was funded by the Adapting to Change – Climate 
Change Adaptation Project, in partnership with the Victorian 
Government and six local government areas. 

For more information visit www.heatwavehelp.com.au 

Things to know this fire danger period

Heatwave - stay cool this summer

LED streetlights now installed

A street showing the difference between mercury vapour 
lighting and LEDs.

Before After
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Long service awards

Council employees Royce Crowe and David Taylor achieved 
a significant milestone recently, clocking up 30 years 
working for Council. Employees Claire Baker and Troy 
Telford also hit an impressive 25-year milestone. 

“I would like to offer my sincere thanks and appreciation to 
the commitment and contribution of Royce, David, Claire 
and Troy. It’s an outstanding effort and their many years of 
service are highly valued,” said Phil Rowland, CEO.

Their achievements were acknowledged at Council’s annual 
Staff Service Recognition Awards held in October. 

Roads and bridges update
Council has completed a number of infrastructure projects  
over the past few months with a focus on roads and bridges. 
Recent works include:

Replacement bridge on Cemetery Road, Newstead.

Replacement bridge on Fryes Road, Elphinstone

Reconstruction along Richards Road, Castlemaine 

New 
footbridge 
provides 
missing link
Council has constructed a new 
footbridge to link Campbells 
Creek and Castlemaine as part 
of the Walking and Cycling 
Strategy. Take a walk or ride 
your bike along the trail and 
check out the new interpretive 
signage created by the Friends 
of Campbells Creek Landcare 
Group. The footbridge allows 
people to walk or cycle from 
the middle of Castlemaine to 
the north of Campbells Creek 
without having to travel on or 
cross a road.  

Community grants to open 
Council is pleased to launch its Community Grants Program, 
which provides financial support to local community-based 
projects and initiatives that align with Council’s goals and 
priorities. 

Applications open on Monday 11 January and close on  
Friday 19 February 2016. 

Grants of up to $3000 are available for projects across  
four funding categories:

»  A vibrant healthy community
»  Better community facilities
»  A thriving local economy
»  Building sustainable communities.

Projects and activities that demonstrate collaborative 
partnerships are strongly encouraged. 

Guidelines and the application form are available on  
Council’s website under Services, Community Grants.  
For more information contact Council on 5471 1744 or  
email grants@mountalexander.vic.gov.au.

Council’s Quick Response Youth Grants are available 
throughout the year. Grants of up to $1000 are available  
to young people aged between 12 and 25 years who  
want to run a project that benefits other young people  
in our community. Contact Shannon on 5471 1826 or email  
s.lacy@mountalexander.vic.gov.au.

A QRYG funded a youth bush walk

Campbells Creek 
footbridge



There is much to see and do in the region. Check the full 
calendar of events at www.maldoncastlemaine.com.au

CASTLEMAINE ALL BREEDS 
CHAMPIONSHIP SHOW
Saturday 12 December 
9.00am – 3.00pm  
Camp Reserve, Castlemaine 
Castlemaine and District 
Kennel Club’s show.

MALDON CAROLS BY 
CANDLELIGHT
Saturday 19 December 
7.00pm – 9.30pm 
Maldon Shire Gardens,  
High St, Maldon 
Featuring the Maldon  
Brass Band.

CASTLEMAINE CAROLS  
IN THE PARK 
Sunday 20 December 
7.00pm 
Victory Park, Castlemaine 
Community Christmas Carols 
event organised by Rotary.

NEW YEAR’S EVE 
CELEBRATIONS
Thursday 31 December  
6.00pm – 12.15am 
Camp Reserve, Castlemaine 
Free family fun with fireworks 
to celebrate the New Year.

MALDON TWILIGHT DINNER
Saturday 16 January  
Main Street, Maldon 
Dine and wine under the stars 
in central Maldon.

FRYERSTOWN ANTIQUE FAIR 
Friday 22 – Sunday  
24 January 
Fryerstown Hall and  
surrounds 
For dealers, stallholders, 
collectors and browsers.

NEWSTEAD LIVE! MUSIC 
FESTIVAL
Friday 22 – Monday  
25 January 
Various venues around 
Newstead 
Acoustic and folk music 
festival with a free concert  
on Thursday 21 January.  
www.newsteadlive.com

CASTLEMAINE FARMERS’ 
MARKET
First Sunday of every month 
except January  
9.00am – 1.00pm 
Carpark and ground adjacent 
to the Market Building, Mostyn 
Street, Castlemaine 
Fresh locally grown produce.

CASTLEMAINE ARTISTS’ 
MARKET
First Sunday of every month 
except January  
9.00am – 2.00pm  
Castlemaine Primary School 
More than 50 stalls.

CASTLEMAINE ARTISTS’ 
MARKET – TWILIGHT 
MARKET  
Friday 18 December  
4.00pm – 8.30pm 
Victory Park 
More than 50 stalls.

MALDON MARKET
Second Sunday of the month 
9.00am – 2.00pm 
Fountain Street, Maldon 
Farmers and makers market 
Hand made, home grown.

WESLEY HILL MARKET
Every Saturday  
7.30am – 1.00pm  
Located along Pyrenees 
Highway, Wesley Hill.

Whaťs oŉ Markets
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Council services 
during Christmas 
and New Year 

COUNCIL OFFICES:  
Close at 12.00noon on 
Thursday 24 December 
2015 and reopen at 8.30am 
on Monday 4 January 2016.

CASTLEMAINE WASTE 
MANAGEMENT FACILITY 
AND MALDON TRANSFER 
CENTRE: 
Open usual hours. Closed 
Christmas Day and New 
Year’s Day. 

KERBSIDE WASTE AND 
RECYCLING:  
Collection as usual other 
than Christmas Day and 
New Year’s Day, when 
collection will occur the 
following day (Saturday).

HOME AND COMMUNITY 
CARE SERVICES AND 
IN-HOME SERVICES: 
Essential services including 
personal care, respite care 
and delivered meals will 
continue throughout the 
festive season. Home care 
and home exercises will 
not be provided between 
Thursday 24 December and 
Monday 4 January 2016 
(excluding veterans and 
package care clients). To 
cancel any services please 
phone 5471 1766 and follow 
the prompts.

VISITOR INFORMATION 
CENTRES:  
Operational every day 
except for Christmas Day.

EMERGENCIES:  
For emergency matters 
regarding roads and drains, 
maternal and child services 
or stock and animal control 
(excluding wildlife) please 
call 5471 1700 and follow 
the prompts.

Councillors and 
staff wish everyone 
a safe and happy 
Christmas and 
New Year.

Australia 
Day 2016 
Celebrate everything 
that is great about being 
Australian on Tuesday 
26 January. Pack a picnic 
basket, chairs or rug and 
enjoy the family friendly 
atmosphere at the 
following events:

CASTLEMAINE 
Victory Park 
10.30am – 1.30pm

Official proceedings, award 
presentations, citizenship 
ceremony, entertainment, 
music, children’s games 
and free barbecue.

MALDON  
Maldon Gardens,  
off High Street 
Free breakfast from 
8.30am, with formalities 
commencing at 9.00am.

Community and citizenship 
awards, free seedlings and 
entertainment including 
poetry and the Maldon 
Brass Band.

FARADAY 
Dunstan’s Flat 
10.30am – 2.00pm

Flag raising ceremony and 
barbecue.

HARCOURT  
Look out for more details.

Mount Alexander Shire Council hosts an 
Australia Day awards and celebration in 
Victory Park in Castlemaine each year.



Civic 
Centre
Corner Lyttleton  
and Lloyd Streets  
Castlemaine 3450

Office Hours:  
8.30am – 5.00pm  
Monday to Friday

Telephone:  
5471 1700

Facsimile:  
5471 1749

Email:  
info@mountalexander. 
vic.gov.au 

Website:  
www.mountalexander. 
vic.gov.au 

Your Councillors 

CALDER WARD
Cr Tony Cordy 
T 0466 004 629

CASTLEMAINE WARD
Cr Tony Bell 
T 0408 017 655
Cr Chris Cole  
T 0400 779 892
Cr Bronwen Machin 
T 0407 345 744

COLIBAN WARD
Cr Christine Henderson  
(Mayor) 
T 0466 004 628 

LODDON WARD
Cr Michael Redden 
T 0466 004 630

TARRENGOWER WARD
Cr Sharon Telford  
(Deputy Mayor) 
T 0407 991 403

Forthcoming  
Council Meetings

Tuesday 8 December  
Civic Centre
Tuesday 9 February 
Civic Centre
Tuesday 23 February 
Civic Centre
Council Meetings commence  
at 7.30pm. Residents are 
invited to join the Mayor and 
Councillors for tea and coffee 
at 7.15pm prior to the start of 
the meeting.

To the Residents
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Council services information

THE DEVELOPMENT SERVICES UNIT includes Council’s 
Planning, Building and Local Laws and is located at the Civic 
Centre in Lyttleton Street. The planning counter is open from 
8.30am to 5.00pm, Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Ring or 
call in for information about planning and building permit 
requirements. Appointments are recommended for detailed 
discussions before any permit application is made. Building 
permits can be issued by any registered Building Surveyor in 
the state. Contact 5471 1700 to make an appointment.

COUNCIL’S LOCAL LAWS UNIT offers a 24 hour after-hours 
emergency service. This service provides attendance for 
urgent matters such as wandering livestock, dog attack 
or injured domestic animals (excluding wildlife). To report 
an urgent matter, please call 5471 1700 and press ‘2’ to be 
forwarded through to the after-hours local laws service.  
To report lost or found dogs after-hours please contact the 
RSPCA shelter on 5472 5277.

CASTLEMAINE WASTE FACILITY Tel: 5470 5348 
Sluicers Road, Castlemaine. Monday to Friday,  
10.00am – 4.00pm. Saturday and Sunday, 10.00am – 5.00pm.

MALDON TRANSFER STATION Tel: 5471 1700 
Morris Street, Maldon. Wednesday and Friday,  
9.30am – 1.00pm. Saturday and Sunday, 9.00am – 1.00pm.

WHEELIE WASTE Tel: 1800 999 690  
Contact Wheelie Waste if your garbage is not collected or you 
have a damaged bin. Contact Council when requesting a new 
waste collection service or replacement of a stolen or lost bin.

COMMUNITY SERVICES Tel: 5471 1766 
Home based services are provided to frail older persons, 
eligible Veterans and people with a disability and their carer. 
These services help our clients to be active and independent 
in their own home.

MOUNT ALEXANDER SHIRE MATERNAL AND CHILD 
HEALTH CENTRE Tel: 5472 1364 
15 Lyttleton Street, Castlemaine. Open Monday to Friday 
9.00am – 4.30pm. Drop-in session on Mondays between 
1.00pm – 4.00pm with no appointment necessary. The centre 
provides baby change and feed facilities.

SHIRE  
NEWS


