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1. OVERVIEW 

 
1.1   Our History 

The culturally rich and eclectic region of Mount Alexander Shire, which includes the 
townships of Castlemaine and Maldon, was once the richest alluvial goldfield in the 
world.  From 1851, tens of thousands of diggers came here to find wealth and 
prosperity.    
 
With the rush of gold and people came expectations for a bright future.  Plans were 
very quickly laid and many substantial public and private buildings were erected in 
the townships by 1857.  Many elaborate, period buildings remain adding to the 
region’s architectural landscape.  
 
Interesting townships are nestled into the landscape and are beautifully set amongst 
rolling hills and picturesque valleys.  Stunning regional parks and bushlands surround 
the nearby townships allowing you to quickly immerse yourself in the natural 
environment.   
 
1.2 Our Community 

Today a vibrant community lives here with the lasting reminder of a prosperous gold 
rush as an inspirational backdrop.  A renewed energy in the region is allowing Mount 
Alexander Shire to be renowned as a relaxed and friendly place to live and do 
business.   
 
Quality restaurants and cafés line the streets.  Boutique shopping experiences add 
finesse to the district, with antiques, collectables, retro and tailor-made goods 
providing a treasure trove of inspiration.  Numerous private Art Galleries are woven 
throughout the Region together with boutique wineries offering cellar door purchases.  
Arts and an appreciation of days gone by are woven into the essential fabric of the 
region. 
 
A solid business district along an intact historic streetscape provides access to 
essential services including banking, solicitors, medical professionals including varied 
alternative health practitioners and quality shopping.   Education facilities across 
Mount Alexander are many and varied, with exemplary schools for all ages together 
with a tafe college, continuing education and the university of the third age (U3A).  
LaTrobe University is only half an hour away in Bendigo.  Alternative options and 
traditional schools give rise to a diverse and engaged community. 
 
Environmental awareness is also important to the people of Mount Alexander Shire.  
Many active groups work towards engaging sustainable practices across the district.  
For this our region has become renowned. 
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1.3 Our Location 

 

The surrounding natural environment of Mount Alexander is tranquil and intact.  The 
many interesting villages of the area are nestled into the landscape and are beautifully 
set amongst rolling hills and picturesque valleys, offering superb broad scenic vistas 
of the natural landscape. Regional parks, box-ironbark bushlands, pastoral lands and 
picturesque farmlets envelop the region’s townships allowing you to quickly immerse 
yourself in nature. 
 
Perfectly situated just 120 kilometres north-west of Melbourne, less than an hour from 
the Melbourne airport via the Calder Freeway, Mount Alexander Shire is an 
accessible, well-serviced, and future-focussed location.  Fast, economical train 
services and major ongoing highway developments (including the recently opened 
section of the Calder Bypass) make it quicker to arrive in this distinctive and idyllic 
location.  As well as being close to Melbourne, the Mount Alexander is only half an 
hour from the bustling regional city of Bendigo; one of Australia’s fastest growing 
inland centres.   
 

1.4 Our Townships  

 

 
 
Castlemaine 
From 1851, tens of thousands of diggers came here to find wealth and many came 
with expectations for a bright future.  Castlemaine quickly became wealthy and 
refined with the onset of the gold rush.  Fine civic buildings and gardens built in the 
mid 1800s reflect this optimism.   
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Maldon 
Gold was first discovered in 1853, at the foot of Mount Tarrengower near Maldon.  
Yields from the quartz reef mines soon rivalled some of the worlds’ richest.  Today 
the charming 19th century streetscape features old weatherboard homes, solid stone 
buildings and decorative shopfronts. 
 
Harcourt 
The fertile soils of the Harcourt Valley produce the finest fruit – this is, after all 
Victoria’s centre for apple production.  Roads weave through stunning, undulating 
scenery, past fields of fruit trees, grape vines and lavender.  The area is highlighted by 
the Mount Alexander Regional Park with a well-made tourist road traversing the 
ridgeline and Mount Alexander that offers panoramic views. 
 
Other key townships include Campbells Creek, Chewton, Elphinstone, Fryerstown, 
Guildford, Newstead and Taradale. 
 

1.5 Our Environment 
 

The change to environmentally sustainable living practices must engage the whole 
community, from industry to individual households and consumers, and Castlemaine 
is fast becoming a role model for how to successfully engage community in climate 
change.  Castlemaine has been the pilot town for a Central Victorian Greenhouse 
Alliance project, Castlemaine 500 to see whether zero carbon emissions can be 
achieved by 2015 through active community engagement.   
 
The community here wants to take meaningful action.  They want to “think global act 
local”.  The membership of the local Mount Alexander Sustainability Group is 600+ 
strong.  They aim to connect individuals and organisations with funding sources and 
volunteers work in grass roots projects with local schools and businesses. 
 
There are a myriad of major and smaller projects happening in Castlemaine at both a 
business and resident level.  A great example is at KR Castlemaine, the large 
smallgoods manufacturer, where the company has invested heavily in cogeneration 
and is also involved in the major Sustainable Communities Initiative (below). 
Meanwhile Adam their gardener works with local school students and of his own 
initiative collects seeds of indigenous plants to revegetate the creek at the factory.   
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The $170,000 Sustainable Communities Initiative including CSIRO, the Council, 
MASG, Australian Industry Group and the town’s major industries.  This project 
focuses on the Shire’s four largest energy consumers within the commercial/industrial 
sector.  The project partners have established a greenhouse gas emissions reduction 
target of 30% by 2010 with a goal of zero net emissions from these industries by 
2020. 
 
The communities of Mount Alexander Shire were recently recognised for their work 
in sustainability, winning the United Nations Association of Australia (Vic) World 
Environment Day Community of the Year award 2008. 

   

1.6 The Arts 

 

Both Castlemaine and Maldon have forged a strong reputation in the arts.  The gold 
rush days set the pace and inspired a wave of refined artistic pursuits.  Castlemaine 
Art gallery and Historical Museum boasts a superb collection of Australian works 
from the late 1800’s onwards with artists including Fred McCubbin, Tom Roberts, 
Arthur Streeton, Russel Drysdale, John Brack, Albert Tucker and more.  The region is 
also home to the renowned Castlemaine State Festival.  Held every two years over ten 
days, the festival is one of Australia’s most highly regarded regional arts festivals.  
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2.  OUR LOCAL ECONOMY 

 

2.1 Our Opportunities  

 
The population of the Mount Alexander Shire is over 17,000 people.   
 
Agriculture, manufacturing, health and community services, education, retail, 
construction and personal and other services are the key sectors underpinning the 
Shire’s economy. These sectors encompass both traditional and emerging “knowledge 
based” industries.  A growing area is the alternative energy / alternative technologies 
sector which reflects the community’s skills in, and commitment to, responding to 
climate change and peak oil 
 
Industry and manufacturing play a key role in the local economy and consequently 
local businesses regularly require people with exceptional technical and industrial 
skills in the areas of specialist engineering, production, trades, design and building.    
 
Small businesses creating products as varied as puddings, wire sculptures, roasted 
coffee, fashion, sustainable architecture, chocolates and more have provided a 
resurgence of energy.  Artisans and craftspeople have congregated in the region for 
many years and this continues to attract newcomers, new ideas, innovation and new 
business enterprises. 
 

2.2 Our Major Employers 

 
Mount Alexander Shire Council 

The Council is a progressive local government with opportunities for people with a 
vast array of skills.  Mount Alexander Shire has generous leave provisions, flexible 
working hours and arrangements, and is supportive of training and study.  The 
organisation is values driven with strong community links and a focus on supporting 
and strengthening community links and initiatives.  To view job opportunities, please 
visit www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au 
 
Victoria Carpets 

Victoria Carpets is the second largest producer of carpets in Australia, with yarn mills 
at Castlemaine.  The mills are high tech state-of-the-art operations. At Castlemaine 
they employ approximately 100 persons, mostly skilled production workers, working 
3 shifts. The company has generally low turnover but has an ongoing need for new 
employees.  To view job opportunities, please visit www.victoriacarpets.com.au 
 
Mt Alexander Hospital  

Mt Alexander Hospital, located in Castlemaine, comprises 257 accredited beds and 
provides a wide range of inpatient and outreach services to three rural shires. The 
hospital is a major employer in the area with over 550 employees and a workforce 
covering a variety of disciplines, including medical, nursing, allied health, support 
services, administration and general services such as food and laundry.  Mt Alexander 
Hospital has a staff gymnasium, salary packaging and flexible working arrangements 
available for their employees.  To view job opportunities, please visit 
www.mtalexhosp.vic.gov.au 
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Loddon Prison 

Loddon Prison was built in 1989 and commissioned for 250 prisoners in 1990. The 
prison has grown significantly since then and now has a capacity of 400.  There are 
five accommodation units, four medium units and one minimum unit, housing 
prisoners in cottage style accommodation.  The prison employs 160 full time staff and 
approximately 12 casual staff.   Employees of Loddon Prison are required to have a 
range of skill sets.  To view job opportunities, please visit www.justice.vic.gov.au 
 
Flowserve 

Flowserve is a global company with 14,000 employees in 56 countries.  There are 420 
employees Australia wide and 200 of those are in Castlemaine. Flowserve is one of 
only a few companies in Australia who design, engineer & manufacture large 
industrial type pumps for use in water, petrochemical, mining and ore processing 
industries throughout the world. Pumps are predominately made to order, not mass 
produced.  Career opportunities are regularly available for people with skills in 
management, administration, technical (engineering), trades (fitters & turners, pattern 
makers) and labourers.  To view job opportunities, please visit 
www.flowserve.com.au 
 

Don KRC – A Division of George Weston Foods 

Don KRC – a division of George Weston Foods - has become one of the most 
efficient and innovative smallgoods manufacturers in the country with the vision of 
becoming Australia’s 1st choice in smallgoods.  KRC aims to achieve success through 
business simplification, building product value with customers and consumers and 
improving information and supply chain management.  The site has more than 800 
production line employees and is implementing ongoing training and certification to 
facilitate both improved conditions for the workforce and continuous improvement of 
production for the business.  To view job opportunities, please visit 
www.krcastlemaine.com.au 
 
Other 

The education sector, health and welfare, hospitality, retail and tourism industries are 
also major employers in the Shire.   
 
2.3 Business Development 

 

Mount Alexander Shire boasts a vibrant economy which enjoys sustainable business 
investment and the benefits of a skilled and diverse workforce.  The Council supports 
business development through its economic development unit and Workspace 
Victoria provides a business incubator located in Castlemaine.  The program is 
designed to accelerate the successful development of entrepreneurial companies and 
small businesses through an array of business support resources and services, 
developed and orchestrated by incubator management and offered both in the 
incubator and through its network of contacts. 
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3. OTHER USEFUL INFORMATION 
 

3.1 Housing in Mount Alexander Shire 

Mount Alexander Shire is home to a wide range of property styles and prices; 
historical miners cottages to contemporary and stylish new properties, easy care urban 
blocks to rural or bush blocks; single bedroom flats to extensive family homes.  
Purchasing in the Shire remains affordable, with prices still below comparable 
metropolitan prices. 
 
To find out more about current values and some examples of what is available, look 
up www.domain.com.au 
 
For information about residential renting in Mount Alexander Shire visit  
 

www.domain.com.au  and Click “Rent” 
 
 

3.2 Schools, Children’s Services and other Education Services 

 

Castlemaine and surrounds boast a full range of education institutions, State Primary 
and Secondary Colleges, independent primary schools and access to Steiner education 
providers.   
 

Within easy travelling distance in Bendigo are highly regarded secondary independent 
schools, a large TAFE College and LaTrobe University; all offering a wide range of 
undergraduate and graduate programs. 
 

For more information, consult the Mount Alexander Shire Community Directory or 
look up the Directory provided by the Mount Alexander Community Information Centre 
on our website www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au 
 

 

 

 

Primary Schools 

Campbells Creek Primary School  5472 2180 
 

Castlemaine Primary School   5472 1452 
 

Castlemaine North Primary School  5472 1391 
 

Chewton Primary School   5472 2557 
 

Elphinstone Primary School   5473 3258 
 

Harcourt Valley Primary School  5474 2266 
 

Maldon Primary School   5475 1484 
 

Newstead Primary School   5476 2226 
 

St Mary’s School    5472 2270 
 

Taradale Primary School   5423 2247 
 

Winters Flat Primary School   5472 1522 
 

Yapeen Primary School   5473 4255  
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After School and Vacation Care 

 

Before and after school care and vacation care  is available to children attending all 
schools in the region.  Priority is given to working/ studying parents and children with 
special needs.  Tel: 0418 120 137 for bookings. 
 
Child Care Centres 

 
Mt. Alexander Family Day Care Service  

15 - 17 Templeton Street, Castlemaine Vic 3450   Tel: 5472 3665 
Fax: 5472 4233 
Provides care for children 3 months to 12 years. 
 

Castlemaine Child Care Centre 

15-17 Templeton Street, Castlemaine Vic 3450   Tel: 5472 3665 
Up to Pre - school age 
 

Merrifield Child Care and Early Learning Centre 

104 Johnstone Street, Castlemaine Vic 3450    Tel: 5470 5422 
 

Castlemaine Community House 

27 Lyttleton Street, Castlemaine Vic 3450     Tel: 5472 4842 
 

Castlemaine and District Continuing Education 

30 Templeton Street, Castlemaine Vic 3450    Tel: 5472 3299 
 

Maldon Neighbourhood Centre 

Corner Church and Edwards Street, Maldon Vic 3463  Tel: 5475 2093 
 
 

 

 

Kindergartens and Playgroups 

 
Kindergartens 

Castlemaine Kindergarten 
Berkeley Street, Castlemaine Vic 3450 
Tel: 5472 1495 
 

Castlemaine South Kindergarten 
9 Etty Street, Castlemaine Vic 3450 
Tel: 5472 2432 
 

Harcourt Pre-School 
Buckley Street, Harcourt Vic 3453  
Tel: 5474 2391 
 

Maldon Pre-School Centre 
Camp Street, Maldon Vic 3463  
Tel: 5475 2418 
 

Redesdale State School - Mobile Pre-
School 
Tel: 5425 3155 
 

Newstead Pre-School 
Panmure Street, Newstead Vic 3462 
Tel: O/H 5476 2688  
 

Castlemaine Steiner School and 
Kindergarten  
Pyrenees Hwy (near Golf Club)  
PO Box 473, Castlemaine Vic 3450  
Tel: 5470 623 
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Playgroups 

 

Campbell's Creek Playgroup 
Tel: 5472 5351 
 

Castlemaine Community House 
Tel: 5472 4578 
 

Castlemaine Steiner Playgroup 
Tel: 5470 6235 
 

Elphinstone Playgroup 
Tel: 5473 3266 
 

Harcourt Playgroup 
Tel: 5474 2822 
 

Maldon Playgroup 
Tel: 5475 2093 
 

Music Playgroup 
Tel: 5472 4842 
 

Newstead Playgroup 
Tel: 5476 2665 
 

Nursing Mothers 
Tel: 5470 5879 
 

Taradale Play Group 
Tel: 5423 2140 
 

 

 

3.3 Library Services 

 
The North Central Goldfields Regional Library Corporation 
(NCGRL) service is the gateway to the world of print and digital 
resources for educational, informational, recreational and cultural 
needs.   The Castlemaine branch has an extensive collection and 
access to a broad network of other branches in the region.  Each 
library branch provides a free lending and information service and 
offers a range of programs and activities for adults, young adults 
and children. Access is available to a range of print, online and 
internet resources at all branches.  NCGRL is committed to 
providing a quality library service for its customers and to 
supporting informal education and lifelong learning.  
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3.4 Home and Community Care Services 

 
The Council provides Home and Community Care (HACC) services to frail older 
persons, people with a disability and their carers. The aim of HACC is to enable 
eligible residents to remain living independently in their homes and community. 
 
3.5 Swimming Pools 

 
The Mount Alexander Shire Council 
owns and operates five outdoor cold 
water swimming pools. These are 
operated on Council’s behalf by the 
YMCA.   
 
 
3.6 Telecommunications 

 

Some residents and visitors to the Mount 
Alexander Shire may experience 
interrupted or patchy mobile phone 
reception as they move through our 
Region.  Additionally, whilst ADSL2 
technology is available in Castlemaine, 
some businesses and residents in smaller towns may experience difficulty in accessing 
a satisfactory broadband service. 
 
Mobile phone reception depends on where you are, the mobile handset you are using 
and whether it has an external antenna.  Reception may be improved by ensuring that 
the mobile handset and accessories are suitable for your location.  If you are 
experiencing disrupted or unreliable service it may be helped by contacting a phone 
dealer to find out if an accessory such as an additional antenna will improve the 
service.  When purchasing a new phone it is important to ensure that the handset is 
suitable tor Regional areas. 
 
Broadband is the term used for any kind of fast internet access.  Broadband gives 
businesses and households constant ‘always-on’ access without the need to dial-up to 
get on-line. 
 
The Federal Government announced in April 2009 the establishment of a new 
company to build and operate a new super fast National Broadband Network (NBN). 
The NBN aims to connect 90 percent of all Australian homes, schools and workplaces 
with optical fibre (fibre to the premises or 'FTTP').  This will be extended to towns 
with a population of around 800 or more people and will provide broadband services 
with speeds up to 100 megabits per second. This would be approximately 100 times 
faster than those currently used by many households and businesses.   All other 
premises in Australia will be connected to next generation wireless and satellite 
technologies that will deliver broadband speeds of 12 megabits per second.  
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Under the current plan Castlemaine and Maldon will receive the eventual benefits of 
this Federal Government initiative.  However Council is keen to advocate on behalf of 
all residents of the Shire to ensure all residents and businesses have access to latest 
generation technology irrespective of where they live.  If you would like further 
information about Council’s work in this area or would like to discuss your 
experience of telecommunication services in the Shire please contact the Economic 
Development Officer on 5471 1700 or email ecodev@mountalexander.vic.gov.au 
 
3.7 Come for a Visit… 

 
And check us out for yourself.  For tourism information visit 
www.maldoncastlemaine.com   
 
3.8 Contact Us… 

 
If you would like more information about local services and facilities contact 

Council for a copy of the Community Services Directory or the New Resident’s Kit 

or visit www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au 

 
To speak with a member of Council’s staff please contact one of our Customer 
Service Officers or the Economic Development Officer on 5471 1700. 
 
 

 


