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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

A Conservation Management Plan (CMP) is designed to help the owners and managers of a 
heritage place make sound decisions about its management.  It identifies the heritage values – 
or significance – of a place, and provides conservation policies to protect significance, and sets 
out a suggested action plan by which the policies will be put into action. 

The Victory Park Conservation Management Plan was commissioned by Mount Alexander 
Shire Council in September 2015, as a key document to inform the future use, design and 
function of the site. 

The Conservation Management Plan is set out to follow the accepted format, and includes 
background information, a history, physical survey and assessment of significance, and 
conservation policy and action plan.  Rather than reproducing comprehensive historical 
information, we have relied upon the work which was undertaken and included in the Victory 
Park Castlemaine Conservation Management Plan (1997) prepared by Allom Lovell & Associates in 
conjunction with John Patrick Pty. Ltd.  This has been built on to include chronological history 
of the place from 1960 to the present day. 

The assessment of significance in this CMP is generally aligned to three key documents 
published and endorsed by the Heritage Council of Victoria: 

 Assessing the cultural heritage significance of places and objects for possible state heritage listing: The 
Victorian Heritage Register Criteria and Threshold Guidelines (2012) 

 Conservation Management Plans: Managing Heritage Places (2010) 

 Landscapes of Cultural Heritage Significance: Assessment Guidelines  (February 2015) 

Recommendations for further work 

 Undertake a Planning Scheme Amendment to make Victory Park and the RSSILA 
Memorial Hall a place of individual local significance with its own Heritage Overlay; or, 
undertake strategic work to re-assess the existing Castlemaine Central Commercial 
Precinct, including refining the curtilage and extent, significant elements, additional 
controls and statement of significance to reflect current best practice heritage planning 
approaches. 

 Add the Statement of Significance prepared in this report to the HERMES database. 

 Incorporate this Conservation Management Plan, or a simple Incorporated Plan into the 
Schedule to the Heritage Overlay at Cl 43.01s to guide development and offer permit 
exemptions.  This may need to be undertaken as a separate exercise once the whole 
precinct is reviewed. 

 Prepare plans and visual diagrams to demonstrate the actions recommended in this 
report, and to assist with master planning for the site (not part of the brief for this 
report). 

 

http://www.dtpli.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/219927/CMP_Guide_1278369664770.pdf
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background and Brief 

The study area for this Conservation Management Plan is all of the land known as ‘Victory 
Park’, bound by Mostyn Street, Forest Street, Barker Street and Frederick Street (now part of 
the IGA Carpark).  It includes the RSSILA Building and the Ray Bradfield Rooms, as well as 
the road reserves of Barker and Forest Streets.  An aerial image showing the extent of the 
study area (in red) is included in this report as Figure 1. 

The land on which Victory Park stands falls under the management of the Mount Alexander 
Shire Council, as are the road reserves of Forest and Barker Street. 

This Conservation Management Plan (CMP) was commissioned by the Mount Alexander Shire 
Council in September 2015 to build on and refresh the previous conservation report, as well as 
to provide guidance on how, through policy, and when, through action plans to conserve the 
values of Victory Park while allowing it to evolve into the future. 

The CMP includes a review and update of the assessments made in the aforementioned 
Conservation Management Plan.  It applies a consistent assessment of significance and cultural 
heritage values.  An assessment of the Aboriginal cultural heritage values was not undertaken 
as part of this plan, as it was not a requirement of the brief. 

1.2 Scope 

This Conservation Management Plan includes all of the land shown in Figure 1 below.  It 
comprises the land known as Victory Park, the Patterson Memorial Drinking Fountain (located 
on the corner of Barker and Mostyn Streets) and a number of buildings set within the park.  
The study area is bound by Mostyn Street to the north, Forest Street to the south, Barker 
Street to the west and the Castlemaine Market Building and a car park to the east. 

This document considers the landscape, infrastructure, trees, monuments and memorials and 
building exteriors.  It does not include an assessment or consideration of the moveable 
collections within buildings, or the interior of buildings. 

The significance of each element of the place is considered in relation to the place itself, being 
Victory Park, rather than its significance in the broader municipality, state or nation.  The 
comparative analysis of the park as a whole is considered in the broader context, at the 
municipal and state level. 

1.3 Limitations 

The project is limited to the required outputs of the brief, the budget requirements and timing 
of the project. 

1.4 Methodology  

The CMP broadly follows the format of the Australia ICOMOS (International Council on 
Monuments and Sites) guidelines for the preparation of conservation plans and the principles 
set out in the Australia ICOMOS Burra Charter, 1999, adopted by Australia ICOMOS to assist 
in the conservation of heritage places. 

In accordance with the principles of the Burra Charter the report approach adopted is directed 
at establishing the cultural significance of the site through a process of investigation and 
analysis.  Specifically it is directed at understanding all factors that contribute to that 
significance and in particular the aesthetic, historic, scientific and social value of the place.  As 



VICTORY PARK CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLAN 

iv  

part of this process the degree of significance is also addressed, both for the place as a whole 
and for its parts. 

The approach to the preparation of this CMP has involved the following tasks: 

o Examination of the relevant reports, published histories and background material 
including pictures, maps, plan, articles 

o Examination of plans of the whole site and individual elements 

o Site inspections with client 

o Tree survey 

o Inspection and assessment of physical fabric, and analysis of social values 

o Reconciling the documentary and pictorial evidence with the current physical evidence 

o Community engagement to understand social values 

o Identification of issues arising from significance 

o Identification of desired conservation outcomes 

o Development of policies - on how it should be managed, used, maintained and 
developed 

o Physical survey of the fabric, views, integrity and significance 

o Consideration of its statutory protection within the Mount Alexander Planning Scheme 
and whether the application of the current Heritage Overlay is appropriate 

 

Figure 1 the study area – including Victory Park as well as the streetscapes of Barker Street (eastern side only) and Forest 
Street (northern side only) and the Patterson Memorial Drinking Fountain. 
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2. BACKGROUND MATERIAL 

2.1 Existing Summary of Significance  

Victory Park is not an individually identified heritage place within the Schedule to the Heritage 
Overlay at Clause 43.01s of the Mount Alexander Planning Scheme.  Rather, it is part of the 
much larger ‘Castlemaine Central Conservation Area’ (HO667).  This Heritage Overlay covers 
the majority of the central portion of Castlemaine, within this larger area; there are a number 
of individually identified heritage places, with their own HO numbers.   

The Castlemaine Central Conservation Area does not have a statement of significance 
recorded in the HERMES database managed by Heritage Victoria, although previous 
assessment of Victory Park (consideration and subsequent rejection for its inclusion on the 
Victorian Heritage Register) has generated a citation and statement of significance for Victory 
Park.  The citation is included in Section 2.2 of this report. 

The Patterson Memorial Drinking Fountain, located on the corner of Barker and Mostyn 
Streets has its own local Heritage Overlay (HO570) and is also included on the Victorian 
Register.  It has its own citation and its own Statement of Significance, created by Heritage 
Victoria, H1388.  The citation is included in Section 2.2 of this report. 

The present citations identify Victory Park as being of local significance, for the following 
values – Historical and Aesthetic.  The citation for the Patterson Memorial identifies it as being 
of state significance for its historical and architectural values. 

Victory Park, as part of the Castlemaine Central Conservation Area (HO667) requires a permit 
from the Mount Alexander Shire to undertake any subdivision, new work, alterations and 
additions.  HO667 also has the following additional controls activated in the Schedule to the 
Heritage Overlay at 43.01. 

Additional Control activated A permit is required to: 

Tree Controls Remove, destroy or lop a tree. 
This does not apply: 

 To any action which is necessary to keep the 

whole or any part of a tree clear of an electric 

line provided the action is carried out in 

accordance with a code of practice prepared 

under Section 86 of the Electricity Safety Act 

1998. 

 If the tree presents an immediate risk of 

personal injury or damage to property. 

External Paint Controls Externally paint a building if the schedule to this 
overlay identifies the heritage place as 
one where external paint controls apply 

Outbuildings or fences which are not exempt 
under Clause 43.01-3 

Notice must be provided for any alteration, 
demolition or removal, painting, alteration, 
construction, works, display of sign, Construction 
of seating, picnic tables, drinking taps, barbeques, 
rubbish bins, security 
Lighting, irrigation, drainage or underground 
infrastructure, bollards, telephone boxes. 
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As the Patterson Memorial Drinking Fountain is included on the Victorian Heritage Register, 
maintained by the Victorian Heritage Council, Permits are required from Heritage Victoria to 
undertake new works or restoration of the structure, except where exempt. 

2.2 Existing heritage citations 

2.2.1 Statement of Significance for Victory Park (HO667) 

The following is a statement of significance prepared by Heritage Victoria in 2009.  The 
statement was prepared in considering whether Victory Park should be included on the 
Victorian Heritage Register.  The Executive Director and Heritage Council recommended that 
the place was of local significance rather than state significance. 

This statement of significance does not adhere to the standard format for Statements of 
Significance set out in the Victorian Planning Provisions Practice Note PN001 ‘Applying the 
Heritage Overlay’.  A revised Statement of Significance for Victory Park and the RSSILA 
building has been prepared and is included in Section 5.5of this report. 

Created in 1920 in conjunction with the establishment of the Castlemaine Returned Serviceman's League 
Memorial Hall, Victory Park is a public garden bounded by Mostyn, Barker and Forest Streets and a car 
park on its eastern side.  The RSSILA hall occupies the north east corner of the block.  Victory Park is 
located on land that was once part of Castlemaine's market square. 

The park is laid out in an informal manner with a gravel path winding around a central lawn and planted with 
deciduous trees.  The perimeter of the site is defined by planted garden beds.  The lawn is centrally divided by a 
gravel path. 

The trees in the park comprise of English Oaks and Elms, Claret and Golden Ash trees, Lemon Scented 
Gums, Italian Cypress, Himalayan and Blue Cedars, Golden Poplars, Linden trees, Indian Bean trees and 
Chinese Windmill Palms.  The trees are randomly placed with dense planting around the perimeter of the park 
and deciduous trees ringing the central lawn. 

The town of Castlemaine was established following the discovery of gold in the vicinity of Mount Alexander in 
1851.  The town plan, which included provision for a market square, was drawn up by the surveyor W.S.  
Urquhart in December 1852.  The market square was initially used as an open air market but its success 
prompted the construction of two permanent market buildings in 1858 and a third in 1862.  However, the 
viability of the market had declined by the beginning of the twentieth century and alternate uses for the site were 
required. 

An application was made in 1919 by the local Returned Servicemen's Association for the use of a portion of the 
market reserve to build a returned servicemen's club.  The proposed clubhouse was designed by local architect, 
engineer and returned serviceman, R T James.  The Council proposed to reuse the market square land adjacent 
to the proposed club as an ornamental garden.  The design for the gardens was developed by the curator of the 
Castlemaine Botanic Gardens, W J Williams. 

The returned servicemen's hall was opened at a ceremony on Anzac Day 1921 where the new garden was also 
named as Victory Park.  The hall is a double fronted Federation style single storey red brick building.  A war 
memorial and a number of smaller memorial plaques are located at the front of the building on Mostyn Street. 

The park includes two German trophy guns from World War I and a gun from the HMVS Nelson, 
associated with the RSSILA hall.  The MacAfee Pergola and Tourist Map located on the corner of Barker 
and Forest Streets was erected in 1953. 

A memorial fountain (VHR1388) dedicated to J B Patterson, Premier of Victoria (1893-1894) and MP for 
Castlemaine (1870-1895) is located on the corner of Barker and Mostyn Streets.  The fountain was designed 
by artist and architect T F Levick and was built in 1896. 

Victory Park is of historical significance at a local level as a war memorial and for its association with the 
RSSILA hall. 
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Victory Park is of historical significance at a local level for its location on part of the Castlemaine market 
square that was established with the survey of the town in 1852. 

Victory Park is of aesthetic significance at a local level as an example of an early twentieth century municipal 
ornamental garden. 

(Hermes No.  4941) 

2.2.2 Statement of Significance for the Patterson Memorial Drinking 

Fountain (H1388) 

The following is the published Statement of Significance for the Patterson Memorial Drinking 
Fountain.  A revised statement of significance for Victory Park resulting from this 
Conservation Management Plan appears in Section 5.5 of this report.  A new statement of 
significance has not been prepared for the Patterson Memorial Drinking Fountain, as it is on 
the State Heritage Register, and this Conservation Management Plan deals primarily with 
Victory Park itself. 

The Patterson Memorial Drinking Fountain was built in 1897 to commemorate Sir James Patterson, Member 
of Parliament for Castlemaine from 1870 to 1895 and Premier of Victoria from 1893 to 1894.  The council 
had held a competition and the winning entry was by artist and architect TF Levick, Art Master at the 
Castlemaine School of Mines.  The contractor was WT Jones, and the carvings by Mr Brocket of Kyneton from 
models prepared by the architect.  The fountain is a large, elaborate structure in bluestone, granite, concrete, and 
marble with four pillars arranged in a square supporting a pedestal which is surmounted by four arched 
pediments with pointed finials and a tall central finial with a conical cap.  The drinking fountain is in the centre 
with carved dolphin-like figures above the fonts.  A trough was provided for horses and cattle, and at both ends 
of the fountain there are drinking troughs for dogs. 

The Patterson Memorial Drinking Fountain has architectural and historical importance to the State of 
Victoria. 

The memorial is an architecturally important example of a nineteenth century drinking fountain catering for 
both humans and animals.  It is distinguished from most other drinking fountains in terms of its design, scale 
and craftsmanship.  It is one of the most elaborate drinking fountains in Victoria with highly unusual features 
such as the tall conical finials.  It is also a rare example of a drinking fountain built as a memorial to a state 
premier. 

The Patterson Memorial Fountain is historically important for its associations with Sir James Patterson, 
butcher, auctioneer and politician, who represented Castlemaine in the Legislative Assembly for 25 years. 

(Hermes No.  5379) 

2.3 Heritage Listings 

2.3.1 Existing VHR Listings within the study area 

o Patterson Memorial Drinking Fountain (H1388) 

Existing VHR listed places which abut the study area 

Other registered places which abut the boundaries of Victory Park are: 

o Castlemaine Market (H0130) 

o Former Bank of Australia (H0672) 

o Former CBC Bank (H0712) 

o Bank of New South Wales (H0131) 
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Figure 2 Location of nearby Heritage Places.  Yellow dots indicate place on Victorian Heritage Register, Green outline 
shows study area, and pink shading shows local Heritage Overlay area (HO667), Purple shading with green boundary is 
Victory Park CMP study area 

 

2.3.2 Local Planning Scheme – Heritage Overlay  

Victory Park is covered by Heritage Overlay HO667 (Castlemaine Central Conservation Area), 
which is a large precinct overlay and applied to much of the central area of Castlemaine area.  
This overlay is an early example of the application of a Heritage Overlay to a large area, and 
would not be the ‘best practice’ approach based on existing planning practice.   

2.3.3 National Trust of Australia (Victoria) 

The National Trust of Australia (Victoria) has no listing or files for any of the trees or for 
Victory Park itself.   

The National Trust is an independent membership organisation.  The identification or 
classification of heritage places and objects by the Trust does not constitute legal recognition 
of their significance and has no legal or binding effect upon the owner or manager of the site. 

2.4 Management and Ownership 

Victory Park is owned by the State of Victoria, being Crown Land.  The park itself is managed 
by the Mount Alexander Shire Council.   

The parcel of land located to the north east of Victory Park, on which the RSSILA building 
and war memorial is located, is managed by the Castlemaine Branch of the Returned Services 
League (RSSILA).  The road reserve areas of Barker and Forest Streets included within the 
study area are owned by the State of Victoria, but the footpaths and street trees are managed 
by Council. 

2.5 Acknowledgements 

We acknowledge and make reference throughout this report to the Victory Park, Castlemaine 
Conservation Management (1997) prepared by Allom Lovell & Associates and John Patrick Pty.  
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Ltd.  This document has underpinned our research and assessment, and has been a valuable 
resource.   

We would also like to acknowledge the assistance of the Mount Alexander Shire Council staff, 
the Castlemaine Historical Society, the Castlemaine branch of the RSSILA who gave their time 
freely to assist the consultants with their research and fieldwork and the Project Working 
Group.   

2.6 Terminology 

The conservation terminology used in this report is of a specific nature, and is defined within 
the Australia ICOMOS Charter for the Conservation of Places of Cultural Significance (the Burra 
Charter) as endorsed by all statutory and national heritage bodies.  A copy of this document is 
freely available online.  The terms most frequently referred to are place, cultural significance, 
fabric, conservation, preservation, restoration, reconstruction, adaptation and interpretation.  
These terms are defined in the Charter as follows: 

Place means site, area, land, landscape building or other work, group of buildings or other 
works, and may include components, contents, spaces and views. 

Cultural Significance means aesthetic, historic, scientific, social or spiritual value of the past, 
present or future generations.  Cultural significance is embodied in the place itself, its fabric, 
setting, use, associations, meanings, records, related places and related objects.   

Fabric means the physical material of the place including components, fixtures, contents and 
objects. 

Conservation means the process of looking after a place so as to retain its cultural significance. 

Maintenance means the continuous protective care of the fabric and setting of the place, and is 
to be distinguished from repair.  Repair involves restoration or reconstruction. 

Preservation means maintaining the fabric of a place in its existing state by removing accretions 
or by reassembling existing components without the introduction of new material. 

Restoration means returning the existing fabric of a place to a known earlier state by removing 
accretions or by reassembling existing components without the introduction of new material. 

Reconstruction means returning a place to a known earlier state and is distinguished from 
restoration by the introduction of new materials. 

Adaptation means modifying a place to suit the existing use or proposed use. 

Use means the functions of a place, as well as the activities and practices that may occur at the 
place. 

Compatible use means a use which respects the cultural significance of a place.  Such a use 
involves no, or minimal, impact on cultural significance. 

Setting means the areas around a place, which may include the visual catchment. 

Related place means a place that contributes to the cultural significance of another place. 

Related object means an object that contributes to the cultural significance of a place but is not at 
the place. 

Associations mean the special connections that exist between people and a place. 

Meanings denote what a place signifies, indicates, evokes or expresses. 

Interpretation means all the ways of presenting the cultural significance of a place. 



VICTORY PARK CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLAN 

x  

2.7 Abbreviations 

CWA Country Women’s Association 

CMP Conservation Management Plan 

HERCON National Heritage Convention Criteria 

HO Heritage Overlay 

HCV Heritage Council Victoria 

MASC  Mount Alexander Shire Council 

NLA National Library of Australia 

PROV Public Record Office of Victoria 

Rs File Reserve File 

RSL Returned Services League 

RSSILA  Returned Sailors and Soldiers Imperial League of Australia 

SLV State Library of Victoria 
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3 HISTORY  

This section of the report provides a chronological history for Victory Park, Castlemaine.  It 
builds on existing known historical information.  It is designed to be supplemented by the 
comprehensive chronological and narrative histories for the site produced in the 1997 Victory 
Park Conservation Management Plan and the Castlemaine Market Building Conservation Management 
Plan (December 2013) prepared by RBA Architects  

3.1 Establishment of Castlemaine 

The explorer Major Thomas Mitchell passed though the locality on 28 September 1836 and 
named the most prominent landform, some ten kilometres east of the present day township of 
Castlemaine, Mount Alexander.  By 1840, pastoral stations had been taken up to the south 
(Strathloddon station) and to the north (Mount Alexander station).  Gold was discovered at 
Mount Alexander in September 1851 and shortly afterwards, Commissioner Stawell arrived to 
represent the interests of the colonial government.  There followed a large influx of miners 
into the district and by 1852 a settlement had developed.  On the first plan of the district 
drawn by surveyor W.S.  Urquhart in December 1852 the settlement was named ‘Castlemaine’. 

Between 1851 and 1861 the colony of Victoria was transformed into a substantial community 
producing one third of the world’s output of gold.  Castlemaine was one of the colony’s major 
gold−producing centres, its role declining only with the discovery of more extensive gold 
deposits elsewhere in Central Victoria, including Maldon and Fryerstown, which could be 
extracted using deep quartz and deep lead mining methods.   

In the early stages of Castlemaine’s development it was widely expected that Castlemaine 
would become one of the colony's major centres, and major commercial institutions, service 
industries and businesses developed in the township.  This gave Castlemaine an air of 
permanence and it became the regional centre even after the development of lucrative deep 
quartz mining in other centres.1 As the principal commercial centre in the region, Castlemaine 
needed a major market facility.  This was developed over several years in the late 1850s. 

3.2 Early development of the Market Square 

Castlemaine’s Market Square was laid out in the first plan of the township of Castlemaine 
drawn by government surveyor W.S.  Urquhart in December 1852.  The square was laid out 
beside the track along Forest Creek from Elphinstone to the Commissioner’s camp to the west 
of Barkers Creek, not far from the junction of Forest and Barkers Creeks.  Following the first 
land sales of February 1853, land facing the market square on the north, east and west sides 
was sold and developed for commercial uses, while to the south lay Forest Creek.2 Because of 
the location of the creek in the years which followed, Castlemaine developed in a northerly 
direction, as the 1856 plan of the township (Figure 3) shows. 

                                                      

1 Brief Overview by Trevor Westmore, ‘Castlemaine Market: Conservation Analysis’, 1992, which 
was largely taken from Ray Bradbury, Castlemaine: A golden harvest (1972). 
2 Westmore, Appendix N, p. 2. 
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Figure 3: Plan of the township of Castlemaine, showing market square, 1863 (SLV) 

The market square was in use as an open air market place for some time before the Council 
announced plans for a permanent market building in 1857.3 While these were being developed, 
a temporary shed clad in calico was erected.4 Allegations of impropriety and threats of legal 
action surrounded the design competition which the Council held for the proposed new 
market buildings.5 Following a great deal of acrimonious debate, a design by the town surveyor 
Edmund S.V.  Spencer was eventually adopted by the Council, and on 10 October 1858, the 
first market buildings, known as the east and west markets, were opened.6 The west market 
was located substantially on that part of the site now taken up by Victory Park.  In 1860, a 
water tank was constructed between the two buildings in the centre of the square.7 Following 
the completion of the east and west market buildings, the temporary shed was demolished.8 

Within a few years, and in the face of strong demand from traders for additional 
accommodation, the Council decided to construct another market building.  This building, 
known as the north market, was designed by the town surveyor of the day, W.B.  Downe.9 It 
was completed by early March 1862,10 and is the principal building surviving on the site today. 

                                                      

3 Westmore, Appendix N, p. 3. 
4 Westmore, Appendix N, p. 6. 
5 In his Appendix H, Westmore (1992) has detailed the chain of events that led to the construction 
of the market buildings. 
6 Westmore, Appendix H, p. 5. 
7 Westmore, Appendix N, p. 7. 
8 Westmore, Appendix N, p. 6. 
9 Westmore, Appendix N, p. 8. 
10 Westmore, Appendix N, p. 9. 



VICTORY PARK CMP 

13  

 

Figure 4 Samuel Calvert, Market Square, Castlemaine, corner of Mostyn and Market Streets, 1864 (SLV) 

 

 

Figure 5 Castlemaine Rifles, 1865 (SLV) 

3.3 Beautification of the Market Square 

In this early period, the general appearance of the square was that of a relatively disorderly 
place.  Between 1863 and 1865, for example, extensive goldmining took place in the square.  
This ceased only when the Council decided that the potential for damage to the buildings in 
the square was too great to allow its continuation.  Though there was talk of beautifying the 
square from as early as 1857, it was not until 1864−1865 that some planting was undertaken 
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and discussions about appropriate fencing were held by the Council.11 In a photograph by 
Joseph Wheeler thought to date from c.1864, a tree guard is visible outside the market 
building.  This may have been around one of the pair of elms visible in 1877 photographs to 
either side of the entrance to the Market building.12 Photographs dated to 1865 also show a 
row along the frontage of Market Square to Mostyn Street.  These were in addition to another 
row of tree guards for street trees along the south side of Mostyn Street.  Another c.1866 
Joseph Wheeler photograph shows the continuation of the two rows of tree guards, one on the 
Market Reserve and the other on the street line, continuing along at least to the corner of 
Mostyn and Barker Streets, encompassing the north-west corner of the reserve.13 There is also 
a reference in a surveyor’s report of 1865 to planting of trees at the Market Reserve,14 and by 
1869, according to the Castlemaine Our Daily News, all four sides of the Market Square had 
been planted.15 By this date it is likely that responsibility for the landscaping at the Market 
Square had devolved to the curator of the Castlemaine Botanical Gardens, Phillip Doran, who 
was appointed to the position in 1866.16 For the first few years of his appointment, Doran 
worked on the layout and planting of the Botanical Garden and while this continued to be his 
principal focus, by the early 1870s he had also instigated a street tree planting program and was 
undertaking planting in other reserves in Castlemaine, including the grounds of public 
institutions such as the Castlemaine Hospital and the Benevolent Asylum.17 In 1869 he 
obtained plants from Ferdinand Mueller at the Royal Botanic Gardens in Melbourne, and 
Daniel Bunce, curator of the Geelong Botanic Gardens, and in 1871 he undertook another trip 
to Melbourne to acquire plants from Mueller.  Many of the trees planted outside the 
Castlemaine Botanic Gardens, possibly including those planted at the Market Square, had 
come from Mueller or Bunce.18 

The nature of the earliest trees planted outside the market remains unclear, since they are not 
visible over the guards in photographs of the period.  Trevor Westmore has suggested that 
they may have been the Washingtonia filifera which became such a feature of the square from the 
late nineteenth century.19 However, this would seem unlikely, since Washingtonias appear to 
have become available in Australian nurseries from about 1886.20 It is more likely that elms 
(Ulmus sp.) were planted first, being replaced later, probably in the late 1890s, by the 
Washingtonias.  This suggestion is supported by the 1915 photograph of the north market 
which shows a solitary elm immediately east of the market building and in line with the 
Washingtonias (see below).21 Planting of the Washingtonias was under way by the late 1890s.  
In 1899, Doran suggested the placement of 24 ‘more’ Washingtonias and in 1901, the Council 
approved the placement of an extra twelve.22 Palms were also planted along the east and west 
sides of the square, and possibly also the south side, giving the square a highly distinctive 
appearance. 

In addition to the planting described above, a number of other structures and features were 
visible on the square in the late nineteenth century.  By the late 1870s, a simple post-and-rail 
boundary fence had been erected on Mostyn, Hargraves and Barker Streets.  In 1898, the town 

                                                      

11 Westmore, Appendix N, p. 9. 
12 See figs 30 and 31, Westmore, Appendix B. 
13 See figs 25-26, Westmore, Appendix B 
14 Westmore, Appendix N, p. 11. 
15 29 July 1869, p. 2, quoted in Westmore, Appendix N, p. 11. 
16 Francine Gilfedder and K. Walsh, ‘Castlemaine Botanic Gardens: Conservation analysis and 

policies’, vol. 1, p. 4. 
17 Gilfedder and Walsh, p. 7. 
18 Gilfedder and Walsh, p. 7. 
19 Westmore, Appendix N, p. 9. 
20 Margaret Brookes and Richard Barley, Plants Listed in Nursery Catalogues in Victoria 1855–1889, 
South Yarra, 1992, p. 314. 
21 Castlemaine Market, early 1900s,c.1915, in Westmore, Appendix B. 
22 Westmore, Appendix B, p. 11, from Castlemaine Mail, 26 April 1901, report on Council meeting. 
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surveyor, Angus Cornish, designed an elaborate palisade picket fence for the square.23 Perhaps 
because of cost considerations, however, Cornish’s design was not built.  In 1900, the next 
town surveyor, George Kermode, prepared plans for a simplified version of the 1898 design.  
This fence was erected in August of that year.  It is visible in a number of photographs from 
around the turn of the century and up until the 1920s.   

Around the late 1870s, an ornamental cast iron drinking fountain was erected on the kerb just 
west of the entrance to the northern market.24 This drinking fountain is thought to have been 
relocated from the Camp Reserve.25 It was damaged some years ago and the bird standing in 
the bowl was reconstructed by a local potter.26 

 

Figure 6  Soldiers’ Memorial Hall, Victory Park, Castlemaine (SLV) 

In 1896 a notice to J.B. Patterson, Premier of Victoria (1893−1894) and MP for Castlemaine 
(1870−1895) was erected on the corner of Mostyn and Barker Streets, following the 
demolition of the cattle pens that were previously located on the north-west corner of the 
square.  A competition was held for the design of the memorial, with the winning entry being 
the work of Melbourne architect, T.F. Levick.27  An early twentieth century photograph of the 
memorial shows its location outside the picket fence, which was angled diagonally across the 
corner of Barker and Mostyn Streets.  The memorial is a rare example of a drinking fountain 
erected as a memorial to a state premier, and is also unusual for the fact that it has not been 
relocated. 

Trevor Westmore has argued that the early twentieth century saw the fullest development of 
the Market Square, pointing out that significant improvements made to the square in the late 
nineteenth century had resulted in a civic landscape of some quality.  By contrast, the period 
saw a decline in the importance of the market and the transformation of the square, as the 
eastern and western sections of the market were demolished and the land was redeveloped for 
other uses. 

                                                      

23 Westmore, Appendix B, p. 11. 
24 Westmore, Appendix B, p. 12. 
25 Westmore, Appendix E, p. 1. 
26 Westmore, Appendix N, p. 12. 
27 Westmore, Appendix N, p. 10. PROV holds plans of two of the other entries, those of George 
Clegg and Edmund Ovey (VPRS 197, units 58 and 64). 
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Figure 7 Market Square, Castlemaine, 1915 (source: Victorian Places website) 

Before the reservation of Victory Park, there was already significant public memorialisation in 
the vicinity of Mostyn and Barker Streets.  This intersection was a busy thoroughfare and close 
to the centre of the town.  The role of the site as a ‘market square’ was extended to become a 
sort of surrogate ‘pubic square’, in the absence of any other central civic reserve, that could be 
used as a place to memorialise and celebrate the achievements and the losses of the past.  A 
memorial to the South African War (Boer War) of 1899 to 1903 had been erected at this 
corner by public subscription in 1903 which, unknowingly, defined the future use of the site as 
a memorial park.  The Patterson memorial drinking fountain was a major contribution to the 
civic infrastructure of the town in 1896.  Much earlier, in 1862, a memorial to Robert O’Hara 
Burke, the leader of the ill-fated Burke and Wills expedition the previous year, had been 
erected at the eastern end of Mostyn Street. 

3.4 Redevelopment of the East and West Markets 

The first major change to the Castlemaine Market Square occurred in 1916, when the 
Department of Education acquired the eastern third of the reserve for the construction of the 
Castlemaine High Schoo1.28 Tenders were called in for the removal of the east market in June 
1916, and the new high school, designed by Public Works Department Chief Architect, S.C. 
Brittingham, was completed almost exactly two years later.29 Around the same time the 
weighbridge was removed.30 The landscaping of the school grounds was undertaken in 1918 
under the supervision of the Castlemaine High School Advisory Council, with expert input 
from John Cronin, the then Director of Melbourne’s Royal Botanical Gardens, who prepared a 
scheme for regrading and planting the school grounds.31 

                                                      

28 Westmore, Appendix N, p. 12. 
29 Westmore, Appendix N, p. 12. 
30 Westmore, Appendix N, p. 12. 
31 Education Department to the Secretary, Lands Department, 14 March 1918, held Reserve file 
2341. 
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3.5 Construction of the Returned Servicemen’s Association 

Rooms and Establishment of Victory Park 

The following year, plans were also made for the removal of the western market and the 
redevelopment of this section of the reserve for clubrooms for returned servicemen and an 
ornamental garden, Victory Park. 

In early 1919, following a request from the local Returned Servicemen’s Association, 
construction of a clubroom for returned soldiers on this part of the Market Reserve was 
approved by the Council.32 A design for the proposed clubroom was developed by local 
architect, engineer, and returned serviceman, R.T. James, and this was accepted by the 
RSSILA’s Building Committee in May.  James was then instructed to prepare full plans and 
specifications and to call for tenders for the work.33 Demolition of the western market, which 
had been used for years as a council store, commenced almost immediately.34 

While plans for the new clubrooms were being drawn up, the Council applied to the Lands 
Department for permission for different sections of the reserve to be set aside for a different 
uses from the original market reservation.  In a letter dated 8 November 1919, the Council 
asked that the balance of the market reserve (following the excision of the high school site) be 
used for three purposes: ‘portion as a market, portion as a site for returned soldiers’ club room 
and the remainder for ornamental garden purposes’.35 In 1920, a separate Act of Parliament, 
the Castlemaine Lands Act was passed, to enable the implementation of these changes.  The site 
of just over 1 acre was permanently reserved in 1921.36 

 

Figure 8 Plan of Castlemaine, 1957, showing ‘Site for Ornamental Gardens’, reserved in 1921 (SLV) 

In conjunction with its decision to allow the construction of a clubroom for returned 
servicemen, the Council decided to develop the land adjacent to the clubroom to be developed 
as an ornamental garden.  A survey plan dated 5 July 1920 shows the excision of this section of 
the market reserve.37 A layout plan for the gardens was developed by the curator of the 
Castlemaine Botanical Gardens, W.J. Williams and was submitted to Council in July 1920. 

                                                      

32 Westmore, Appendix N, p. 12. 
33 Castlemaine Mail, 15 May 1919. 
34 Westmore, Appendix N, p. 12. 
35 Borough of Castlemaine to the Under-Secretary for Lands, 8 November 1919, held Reserve file 
2341. 
36 Victorian Government Gazette, 1921, p. 1387. 
37 Plan no. C7 in Westmore. 
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Williams was only the third curator of the Castlemaine Botanical Gardens.  Doran had died in 
1913, and was replaced by James H. Upham, who was replaced in turn by W.J. Williams in 
early 1918.  Williams’ main contribution to the Castlemaine Botanic Gardens was the redesign 
of the front section of the Gardens.  This work is thought to have involved alteration of the 
ground levels, removal of hedging and rose pillars, the creation of additional beds and the 
erection of the ‘rustic arbour’.38 Williams was also responsible in September 1919, for planting 
a ‘new design in carpet bedding . . . near the fountain . . . with the words, “Peace with Victory” 
worked in large letters’.39 

Williams’ design for the garden at the Market Reserve was a relatively simple one, comprising a 
central lawn and a winding perimeter path.  At least some of the Washingtonias were 
incorporated into Williams’ design, though these were removed in the early 1930s.  The section 
of the picket fence in front of the RSSILA clubrooms was removed when the building was 
constructed, but the remainder of the fence appears to have been retained for some time 
afterwards.  The intention was clearly that the park be used for passive recreation and as the 
venue for memorial services such as those held on Anzac Day.  It is interesting to note an item 
in the Castlemaine Mail of 18 September 1920 to the effect that the Council had decided not to 
place swings etc. in the Market Reserve, ‘as it would not be in keeping with the scheme 
adopted’.40 

By November 1920, it was reported by the curator, Williams, that the laying out of the Market 
Reserve was almost completed and that the water service had been connected.41 The 
foundation stone for the new RSSILA Soldiers’ Memorial Hall was laid on 14 February 1920.  
At a ceremony held on Anzac Day 1921, the new hall was opened and the western section of 
the market reserve was renamed Victory Park. 

The official naming of Victory Park was undertaken by the Mayor of Castlemaine, Cr Yandell.  
Cr Yandell pointed out that the land on which the park had been developed was previously a 
‘barren waste’, and praised the curator, W.J. Williams, for his design of the new park, and his 
supervision of the works.  The park was described as containing ‘beautiful flower beds, with [a] 
variety of shades and colours midst well laid out lawns and winding paths’,42 Cr Yandell also 
pointed to the symbolism of the Council’s decision to develop this section of the reserve for a 
memorial park: 

In performing the official ceremony of naming the reserve ‘Victory Park’ and declaring it open, 
the Mayor said he had much pleasure in dedicating it to the memory of the soldiers.  As the 
people looked upon the beautiful gardens he thought they would think that the council was 
justified in expending money in that direction and he hoped that when people viewed the 
gardens they would always remember the service and sacrifice of the soldiers, to whom the 
park was dedicated.43 

The Memorial Hall, designed by one of the returned soldiers, local architect and engineer R. 
James and constructed by another, contractor J. Bennett, was officially opened by the Victorian 
Premier, the Hon. H.S.W. Lawson.  The building was described in detail: 

The foundations are of reinforced concrete, the walls are of brick, and the roof of fibrolite 
slates made from long asbestos fibre, with best cement rolled into the sheets.  Not being 
subject to heat and weather to any extent and being they ensure a cool roof in summer and 
warm in winter.  The window and door heads are all of reinforced concrete, finished in 
cement, and coloured to harmonise with the building.  Windows, apart from bays and 
secretary’s room, which are casement and open outward, are of the box frame pattern.  The 

                                                      

38 Westmore, Appendix N, p. 14. 
39 Westmore, Appendix N, p. 14. 
40 Castlemaine Mail, 18 September 1920. 
41 Castlemaine Mail, 12 November 1920. 
42 Castlemaine Mail, 26 April 1921. 
43 Castlemaine Mail, 26 April 1921. 
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windows in the main bay, which is 15 ft [4.6m] wide, are all in leadlight.  The porch is 
constructed with reinforced concrete, and semi-flat roof, with parapet all round, the floor of 
the porch and loggia being of tessellated tiles of pleasing design on concrete. 

The main hall is 8 feet wide, and to the main rooms such as reading room (30 x 15), meeting 
room (30 x 16), divided by large leaded folding doors and a billiard room (35 x 24), a corridor 
is floored with kauri secretly nailed and planed off.  Open fireplaces are provided in the 
meeting, reading and billiard rooms, and in the latter room two of Alcock’s full size billiard 
tables are installed on concrete foundations.  All fanlights above the windows and doors are of 
leaded lights, and ceilings are panelled throughout.  The inside walls are plastered with cement 
and are coloured, and electric light is installed throughout the building.44  

The building also featured memorial windows, which were unveiled as part of the ceremony.  
These windows, which were in the main bay of the building, were designed in leadlight by the 
architect R. James as a memorial to the late Lt-Col. R. Gartside.  They were unveiled by Mrs 
Gartside. 

In front of the new RSSILA Memorial Building a cenotaph had also been erected.  The 
cenotaph took the form of a white cross made of cedar, and modelled on those placed in 
cemeteries in France by the Commonwealth Graves Commission.  The cenotaph, which was 
donated by Mrs Charles Lowe, was designed by Mr C.W. Steiner, principal of the Castlemaine 
Technical School, and made by Mr Morton, one of the school’s teachers.  It was intended that 
people might place wreaths in memory of fallen soldiers before the shrine.45 A further addition 
to Victory Park was planned later the same year, when the Returned Soldiers and Sailors 
Imperial League was granted two war trophies.  The League took possession of the guns in 
1925, when they were placed beside the clubroom building. 

 

Figure 9 Rose postcard of Victory Park, showing Soldiers’ Memorial Hall and boundary planting of Washingtonias, 
c.1920s (SLV) 

 

 

                                                      

44 Castlemaine Mail, 26 April 1921. 
45 Castlemaine Mail, 26 April 1921. 
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Figure 10 Rose postcard depicting Patterson Drinking Fountain, Victory Park, c.1920s (SLV) 

 

 

 

Figure 11 Rose postcard Victory Park, c.1920s (SLV) 
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Figure 12 Mostyn Street, looking east, showing Victory Park on the right, c.1930 (SLV) 

3.6 Development of Victory Park, 1930s-1950s 

A number of additions and changes were made to Victory Park since the 1930s.  These 
consisted of the placement of new structures and facilities in the park, including bins, seats, 
fences, shelters and playground equipment, and the removal of various earlier structures.  For 
example, a 1936 oblique aerial view of the park (see below) shows that the remaining section of 
picket fence had been removed and a screen had been erected between the park and the 
stables.   

 

Figure 13 Oblique aerial view 1936 from Westmore, 1992, taken from Allom Lovell CMP, 1997 
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In 1946 a bandstand was erected on the southern lawn and in 1950, the timber memorial cross 
which was constructed in front of the clubrooms in 1921 was replaced with a granite 
memorial.46 In 1953 the MacAfee shelter was constructed.  It is a timber-framed structure of 
Castlemaine slate piers with concrete koalas at their bases, and a concrete tiled roof.  This is 
referred to as the ‘Koala Shelter’ by locals, and shelters a tourist map of the area.47 In the 1960s 
a comfort station (toilet block) was constructed at the south-east corner of Victory Park.48 The 
building comprised walls of random coursed Castlemaine slate veneer and a low-pitched 
concrete slab roof, this has since been removed.  49 In 1947, a prefabricated building was 
erected by the Commonwealth Bank as an ‘Emergency Premises’ on land between the north 
market and the high school.50 In 1954, the building was convened to a ladies’ restroom which 
was maintained by the Country Women’s Association.51 This building is thought to have been 
relocated a second time to the site just behind the RSSILA clubrooms, but was removed to 
make way for the Ray Bradfield rooms and Public Toilets in the early 2000s. 

From the 1940s until the late 1960s a debate raged about the future of the surviving north 
market building, described in 1949 as ‘tumbledown’.52 Eventually, the arguments of heritage 
conservationists won out and in 1967 the Council donated the building to the National Trust 
of Australia (Vic.).  Since this time extensive restoration works have been undertaken to the 
market building, which now operates as a museum.   

The plantings in the park have also altered over time.  One of the major changes was the 
removal of the palms in 1933.  More recently, the hedges to the east and the south have also 
been removed or allowed to deteriorate.  It appears that planting and some redevelopment 
occurred within the park between just prior to World War One, including establishing some 
trees on the perimeter of the northern lawn (along the pathway between the northern and 
southern lawns), steel arbours were erected and new slate entrance work was undertaken.   

 

Figure 14 ‘Victory Gardens’, Castlemaine, from a booklet of postcard views, 1948 (SLV)

                                                      

46 Westmore, Appendix M, p. 2. 
47 Westmore, Appendix M, p. 2. 
48 Westmore, Appendix M, p. 3. 
49 Westmore, Appendix M, p. 3. 
50 Sun, 22 July 1947. 
51 Reserve file 2341. 
52 The main developments are detailed in Westmore, Appendix N. 
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3.7 The Centenary of 1951 and After 

In 1951, the centenary year of the township, there was a surge in loyal feelings towards 
Castlemaine and enthusiasm for celebrating Castlemaine’s history.  A Centennial Show was 
held and a range of events took place throughout the year.  With the expectation of large 
numbers of visitors to the town, including important guests, the public areas of parks and 
gardens in Castlemaine would have been maintained to a suitably high level of presentation 
with jubilant floral displays and rigorously mown lawns.   

To boost tourism in Castlemaine, the art master at Castlemaine Technical School was asked to 
submit a design of a board for a map of Castlemaine and district.  It was reported: ‘The 
association hopes to have a map of Castlemaine and district installed in a pergola in Victory 
Park by Christmas this year.  The project has been held up for a considerable time owing to 
shortage of cement.’53 This structure became known as the MacAfee structure, or colloquially, 
as the Koala shelter. 

As war-related uses declined over the post-war period, the town council endeavoured to 
develop Victory Park as a functional public park with suitable amenities both for local and out 
of town visitors.  Stone drinking fountains were installed in the 1940s, as well as toilets, seating, 
picnic tables and probably stone fireplaces (later replaced by a BBQ area).  An ornamental 
wishing well was installed in the 1960s.  A children’s playground was installed, probably in the 
1960s or 1970s. 

3.8 A Place of Commemoration 

There continued to be a high level of civic consciousness around the desired role of Victory 
Park.  The park continued to be the venue for annual Anzac Day services, which carried with it 
a degree of solemnity and respect.  In the 1920s, these well-attended services were multi-
denominations and included some music.  The Park was also used for services on 
Remembrance Day, and for military occasions such as decoration ceremonies.  Castlemaine 
had a strong military tradition with the establishment of the Castlemaine Volunteer Rifle Corps 
which performed drills on the former Market Square.   

The regular ‘Back to Castlemaine’ celebrations of the 1920s and 30s also made use of Victory 
Park.  At the Back to Castlemaine celebrations in December 1932 an official welcome for the 
old Castlemaine-ites as well as musical performances were held at Victory Park.54 There were 
also musical events held at the Park, for example in association with Anzac Day, which 
benefitted from the addition on a bandstand on the southern lawn in 1946.  Festive events 
made use of the park.  In 1948 in the wake of post-war prosperity, Castlemaine held a 
Christmas Carnival where presents for the children were provided under a huge Christmas tree 
in Victory Park.55 A Coronation service was held in Victory Park in 1953, which attracted 800 
people.56 

The park was not envisaged by its civic designers as a place of active play or entertainment 
(noting the debate about the addition of a playground in the 1930s and a swimming pool in 
1926), but more as a place of passive recreation, contemplation and reflection.  Yet decorum 
could not always be enforced.  In 1955 the newspaper reported that five young men were 
arrested for disorderly conduct in Victory Park while attending a church picnic.57 

The former Market building of 1857, restored by the National Trust from 1967, was a 
prominent structure visible to the east of Victory Park, and a tangible reminder of the colonial 
past and of the origins of the reserve as a ‘market square’.  Castlemaine developed a significant 

                                                      

53 Castlemaine Centenary and Show Supplement, 25 October 1951 , Castlemaine Mail, 1951, pp. 26-27. 
54 Age, 27 December 1932. 
55 Age, 21 December 1948. 
56 Argus, 1 June 1953. 
57 Argus, 10 November 1955. 
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historical consciousness from the early twentieth century, demonstrated by its ‘pioneers and 
old residents’ and ‘old boys’ associations and by early steps to have the Castlemaine Diggings 
reserved as a public park.  Victory Park, established as an ‘Ornamental Garden’ and a 
repository for commemorative reminders of World War I, reflects the town’s particularly 
strong reverence for its past. 

3.9 Recent developments 

In recent years there has been an emphasis on developing the garden elements of the park, and 
maintaining the beds and existing trees while planting new stock.  New trees planted in the last 
twenty years include a number of trees planted on the Norther Lawn (the Parade Ground), a 
series of Pencil Pines (Cupressus sempervirens ‘stricta’) along the Mostyn Street boundary and 
corner of Mostyn and Barker Street entrances, and a number of deciduous small trees within 
garden beds on the Barker Street frontage, and some new planting around the RSSILA hall. 

  

 

Figure 15 ABC Radio broadcasting from Victory Park, 1996 (SLV) 

Victory Park has become a venue for a range of local community, artistic and musical events, 
reflecting the town’s growing popularity as an artistic community, and the importance of the 
Park as a public meeting place. 

The last twenty years has seen a ‘municipalisation’ of the park, from memorial place to ‘town 
park’.  New structures such as sculptures and playground equipment have begun to appear in 
the park, as have a range of memorial plaques and objects.  New infrastructure, such as park 
benches, seats and tables, rubbish bins and lighting have been added to Victory Park over the 
past 20 years.   

The major change however has been the removal of a series of small, rundown buildings along 
the eastern side of the park, and their replacement with a modern toilet block and meeting 
rooms (the Ray Bradfield Building), and most recently, the demolition of the timber pergola 
(c.1990s) and construction of a Barbeque shelter on the eastern edge of the park.  Access into 
the park has been altered by the alteration of garden beds on the Forest Street boundary, and 
the removal of public toilets located on the corner of Forest Street and Carpark entrance on 
the north east corner.   
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4 PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION AND ANALSYSIS OF FABRIC 

Victory Park forms a significant part of the Castlemaine Market Reserve which occupies a 
central place within the town centre.  Essentially, the reserve includes a central Market Building 
fronting Mostyn Street with a car park to the rear with Victory Park forming a well-used green 
space to the west and a supermarket (once a technical school) to the east.  The RSSILA Hall 
occupies the north east corner of the park and forms an integral part of its history and 
development.  Other components include an extensive lawn area used for many formal and 
informal events, a number of mature trees giving shade and character to the space, perimeter 
shrub beds adding colour and variety, a children’s play area, a barbeque shelter and other park 
furniture and a relatively new built structure housing a comfort station and the Ray Bradfield 
Room used for a variety of local community uses. 

4.1 Setting and views 

Victory Park has always been, and remains today, a largely enclosed space within the 
Castlemaine Market Reserve.  Picket fences and Washington Palms may have given way to 
other trees and shrub beds over time but each of the four sides of the park still provides some 
degree of enclosure. 

The Mostyn Street boundary is the most open frontage with views over the rose beds to the 
commercial buildings opposite.  Mostyn Street with its centre parking is a less active street than 
either Barker Street or Forest Street and the impact of the vehicular traffic on the park is 
consequently lower.  The Barker Street frontage is also partly open with views of the busy 
through traffic particularly noticeable in the southern section.  The northern section of Barker 
Street retains its shrub hedging, along with some mature trees, forming some visual enclosure 
and protection from the traffic.  The Forest Street boundary is also bounded by shrub beds 
which form some enclosure with filtered views across the street. 

 

Figure 16 View of the southern lawn area (Context 2015) 
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The eastern boundary is more urban in character with a series of built forms (RSSILA Hall, 
toilet block and the Ray Bradfield Building) forming a solid enclosure to the park before 
opening out to the Market Reserve car park to the south. 

The interior of the park is largely open at ground level being formed of two contrasting lawn 
areas.  The northern lawn forms a completely open space and is ringed by well-spaced, 
relatively young trees.  It retains an open aspect.  In contrast, the southern lawn is more 
enclosed with the spreading branches of the mature trees that remain around the lawn forming 
a green canopy.  The southern lawn also appears more cluttered through the spread of picnic 
benches, seats and a children’s play area.  The mature trees add visual character to this part of 
the park. 

 

Plan 1  Visual Analysis of site 
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4.2 Buildings and structures 

This section provides a series of citations (or datasheets) which examine and assess each of the 
main buildings and structures within the study area.  Each citation includes a brief history, 
assessment of physical description and condition, integrity and provides a level of significance, 
relative to Victory Park.  For instance, the path layout is considered to be a Significant feature of 
Victory Park.  The level of significance is relevant, as policy and actions are tied to this 
significance.  Each citation also includes recommendations from the 1997 Conservation 
Management Plan, and current (2016) recommendations and comment.   

A plan is shown below (Plan 2) illustrating the location of the buildings, structures, garden 
beds, paths and layout of Victory Park.  The individual trees are numbered and identified on 
the table on the following page. 

 

 

Plan 2  Trees and Structures Victory Park 
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Castlemaine Victory Park: Tree Identification Numbers 

No. Botanic Name No. Botanic Name 

1 Ulmus procera 31 Fraxinus angustifolia subsp.  oxycarpa 
‘Raywood’ 

2 Lagerstroemia indica 32 Fraxinus angustifolia subsp.  oxycarpa 
‘Raywood’ 

3 Fraxinus angustifolia subsp.  oxycarpa 
‘Raywood’ 

33 Eucalyptus scoparia 

4 Populus x Canadensis ‘Aurea’ 34 Magnolia grandiflora ‘Little Gem’ 

5 Populus x Canadensis ‘Aurea’ 35 Fraxinus angustifolia subsp.  oxycarpa 
‘Raywood’ 

6 Prunus x blireiana 36 Corymbia citriodora  

7 Prunus x blireiana 37 Ulmus procera 

8 Prunus x blireiana 38 Cupressus sempervirens ‘Glauca’ 

9 Ulmus x hollandica 39 Cupressus sempervirens ‘Glauca’ 

10 Ulmus x hollandica ‘Vegeta’ 40 Cupressus sempervirens ‘Glauca’ 

11 Lagunaria patersonia 41 Cupressus sempervirens ‘Glauca’ 

12 Quercus robur 42 Cupressus sempervirens ‘Glauca’ 

13 Fraxinus angustifolia subsp.  oxycarpa 
‘Raywood’ 

43 Cupressus sempervirens ‘Glauca’ 

14 Arbutus sp. 44 Cupressus sempervirens ‘Glauca’ 

15 Liquidambar styraciflua 45 Pinus halepensis 

16 Corymbia citriodora (dead) 46 Quercus palustris 

17 Ulmus x hollandica 47 Platanus x acerifolia (on Mostyn St) 

18 Fraxinus angustifolia subsp.  oxycarpa 
‘Raywood’ 

48 Platanus x acerifolia (on Mostyn St) 

19 Populus x Canadensis ‘Aurea’ 49 Phoenix canariensis 

20 Fraxinus angustifolia subsp.  oxycarpa 
‘Raywood’ 

50 Lagerstroemia indica cvs 

21 Fraxinus angustifolia subsp.  oxycarpa 
‘Raywood’ 

51 Lagerstroemia indica cvs 

22 Prunus x blireiana 52 Lagerstroemia indica cvs 

23 Ulmus procera 53 Lagerstroemia indica cvs 

24 Cedrus atlantica ‘Glauca’ 54 Lagerstroemia indica cvs 

25 Platanus x acerifolia 55 Cedrus deodara 

26 Catalpa bignonioides 56 Catalpa bignonioides 

27 Pyrus ussuriensis 57 Quercus palustris 

28 Prunus x blireiana 58 Tilia cordata 

29 Phoenix canariensis 59 Carpinus betulus 

30 Fraxinus angustifolia subsp.  oxycarpa 
‘Raywood’ 

60 Cedrus deodara 

.
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RETURNED SERVICEMAN'S LEAGUE MEMORIAL HALL 

 

 

Figure 17 RSSILA Building 2016 
(Context Pty.  Ltd., 2016) 

 

 

Figure 18 RSSILA building c.  1930 
(State Library of Victoria Picture 
Collection) 

 

 

Figure 19  RSSILA building c.  
1920-1930 (State Library of Victoria 
Picture Collection) 

 

Brief History 
In 1919, following a request from the Returned Servicemen's 
Association, the council approved the construction of a clubroom for 
returned soldiers.1 The hall was to be built on the site of the western 
market, and would be designed by local architect, engineer and 
returned serviceman, R T James.  The Returned Sailors and Soldiers 
Imperial League of Australia (RSSILA, now the Returned 
Serviceman's League), which had only had limited members, had 
difficulty raising funds for the building, and it had not been 
commenced by late 1919.  The western market however, had been 
demolished by this time and the site was ready for construction. 

The foundation stone for the new RSSILA Soldier's Memorial Hall 
was laid on 14 February 1920 by State Commandant 
Brigadier−General Brand, CB, CMG, DSO, who believed that the 
clubrooms were the first built expressly for that purpose.  Beneath 
the foundation stone a bottle containing newspaper cuttings was 
placed, including articles on the declaration of war, the landing at 
Gallipoli, Australians in France, the signing of the Armistice, the 
signing of the Peace treaty and other important events connected to 
the war. 

The building was complete by 1921 with what is most likely the 
original cenotaph in the front. 

SOURCES 

Trevor Westmore, Castlemaine Market Conservation Analysis.  1992. 

The Castlemaine Mail, 14−16 February 1920. 

Description 
The RSSILA Memorial Hall is located at the north−east comer of 
Victory Park, with its main elevation facing Mostyn Street.  It is a 
Federation style single storey red brick building with a rectangular 
plan and asymmetrical massing.  It is a double fronted building with a 
projecting wing and bay window to the left of the entrance and a 
verandah to the right.   

The hall has been designed following a domestic Federation typology 
with a return verandah between projecting wings.  It has been 
designed to have frontages both to the street and to the park.  The 
building has a complex roof form and architectural features including 
an entrance porch, balustrading, projecting bay windows and gable 
end strapping.  Different materials of red brick and cement render are 
used to highlight particular features.   

Affixed to the facade of the hall there is a plaque bearing the 
inscription: "This foundation stone was laid by Brigadier-General CH 
Brand CB CMC DSO, 14 February 1920.  To perpetuate the memory 
of our fallen comrades". 

The hall has a small rose garden onto Mostyn Street bordered by a 
low wall clad in crazy Castlemaine stone with a capping of rectangular 
tiles in the same stone.  The 1950 war memorial is situated in the 
front section of this lawn. 

The hall was not inspected internally. 

 

Condition  
The RSSILA Hall is well maintained and good condition.  It requires 
normal cyclical maintenance including painting of exterior timber.  A 
new external paint scheme has been recently prepared and works to 
replace eaves gutters and downpipes are to be undertaken.   
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Integrity 
There is no major changes to the Hall that have impacted on its 
integrity.  The current roof cladding of corrugated steel had replaced 
and earlier roof of asbestos.  Historic photos indicate that the 
landscape to the front of the Hall has changed substantially with the 
replacement of the palm trees with a rose bed, and prior to that a 
lawn area.   

Significance: 1= Significant; 2= Contributory; 3= Neutral; 4 = Intrusive 

The RSSILA Hall is significant as an important building which is intrinsically linked to the redesign and beautification of 
the Market Gardens into ‘Victory Park’ in 1921, as part of the beautification of the Market Gardens.  It has additional 
value as the place for remembrance and commemoration of those local people who have served in conflict for Australia.   
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RAY BRADFIELD BUILDING 

 

 

 

Brief History 

The Ray Bradfield Building was named after the local historian and 
author.  Ray Bradfield was born in Castlemaine in 1912.  Following his 
military service during WW2 he settled in the township of Vaughan 
from where he sluiced Dan Smith Gully at Irishtown and Red Knob 
near Vaughan.  Always an avid historian he wrote and published 18 
local histories.   

The Ray Bradfield Building was built by Mount Alexander Shire in 1997 
to service community needs.  The building replaced the timber CWA 
rooms which had previously been at this location.   

Description 
The Ray Bradfield Building is a contemporary community facility for 
meetings, workshops and social gatherings.  The building was designed 
to complement adjacent buildings, particularly the Castlemaine Market.  
It utilises a verandah, gable roof with parapet and elevated square 
‘tower’ to re-interpret architectural elements of nineteenth century 
buildings.   

Condition  
The condition of the building is well maintained.   

Integrity 
The integrity of the building is high. 

Significance: 1= Significant; 2= Contributory; 3= Neutral; 4 = Intrusive 

The Ray Bradfield building is widely used for many community activities, including as a meeting space for the local 
branch of the Country Women’s Association..  It is highly valued as a community space, but is not considered to have 
sufficient social value to Victory Park to make it a significant element. 
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COMFORT STATION/TOILET BLOCK 

 

 

 

Brief History 

The Comfort Station/ Toilet Block was built by Mount Alexander 
Shire in 1999. 

Description 
The Comfort Station/Toilet Block is a contemporary building.  It 
was designed to complement adjacent buildings, particularly the 
Castlemaine Market.  It utilises a verandah, gable roof with parapet 
to re-interpret architectural elements of nineteenth century buildings 
and links the Ray Bradfield Building with the rear of the RSSILA 
Hall. 

Condition  
The condition of the building is well maintained.   

Integrity 
The integrity of the building is high. 

Significance: 1= Significant; 2= Contributory; 3= Neutral; 4 = Intrusive 

Well used public facility of nil heritage value 
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 WAR MEMORIAL 

 

 

 

Brief History 

Date of Construction: 1950 

The extant war memorial was built in 1950 to replace the cenotaph, 
which was a white cross made of cedar and modelled on those placed in 
cemeteries in France by the War Graves Commission and which was 
erected in 1921.  The memorial was funded by public subscriptions and 
was erected free of any debt, and was a source of pride for Castlemaine. 

The current memorial was constructed to commemorate those who lost 
their lives in both World Wars and was unveiled on 18 March 1950 by 
Colonel E E (Weary) Dunlop, who had been in charge of the medical 
services in Burma during WWII. 

Later conflicts have been added to the memorial, to ensure that it is a 
commemoration of those who have served in all conflicts in which 
Australia was involved.   

SOURCES 

The Castlemaine Mail, 18 March−25 April 1950. 

Description 

The war memorial is located in front of the RSSILA Hall on Mostyn 
Street.  The small polished granite monument comprises four square 
pillars on a square pedestal base two rock faced granite steps on all four 
sides.  The pillars support a flat granite block which is surmounted by a 
curved block with a decorative wreath in the centre.  At the front of the 
memorial is a bronze plaque bearing the inscription: 

Boer War WWI South Africa Gallipoli France 

WWII Middle East Europe South West Pacific 

The block at the top of the monument bears the inscription, in bronze 
lettering: 

LEST WE FORGET 

The pedestal bears the inscription: 

1914− 1918 Korea Malaya Vietnam 

Condition  

The war memorial is in very good condition and is well maintained. 

Integrity 

High 

Significance: 1= Significant; 2= Contributory; 3= Neutral; 4 = Intrusive 

The war memorial in front of the RSSILA is significant as an important memorial to the people of Castlemaine and 
District who have served in Australian forces in conflict.  It is thematically linked to the adjacent RSSILA Hall, and 
continues the memorial theme of Victory Park.  It continues to be the focus for services which remember those who 
have served and fallen and is an important aesthetic element of the Mostyn Street frontage of Victory Park. 
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 J B PATTERSON MEMORIAL DRINKING FOUNTAIN 

 

 

 

Brief History  - taken from the Victorian Heritage Register Citation 
H1388 

Contextual History:  
Sir James Patterson, butcher, auctioneer and politician, was born in 
Alnwick, Northumberland, England in 1833 and came to Melbourne in 
1852.  He tried his luck at the Forest Creek goldfield without success 
and then took up farming at Glenlyon near Daylesford.  In 1858 he 
moved into the cattle slaughtering business at Chewton and although 
some people found his early business practices questionable, he became 
a prominent local identity.  He was mayor of Chewton for four 
successive years.   
 
He moved to Melbourne with his family in 1870 where he entered the 
real estate business.  In the same year he was elected to the Legislative 
Assembly for Castlemaine and held the seat until his death in 1895.  He 
held positions in Berry’s ministries of 1875, 1877-80 and 1880-81.  After 
a sojourn in England he returned to Victoria in 1885 where he was in 
the Opposition until 1889 when he joined those he had opposed and 
took up the post of commissioner for trade and customs in the Gillies 
government.  He became premier and chief secretary on 23 January 
1893.  His ministry coincided with the depression and his government 
bore the full brunt of criticism.  His government was defeated in August 
1894, however Patterson’s reputation increased in Opposition as the 
succeeding government was equally ineffectual in dealing with the 
situation and he was knighted.   
 
History of Place:  
The council advertised for an 'ornamental fountain or any other suitable 
memorial to commemorate the memory of the late Sir James Patterson, 
in bluestone and granite, cost not to exceed £250.  The winning entry 
selected by the Patterson Memorial Committee was submitted by 
Melbourne architect T.F. Levick, Art Master at the Castlemaine School 
of Mines.  The winning design was described in the following way:  
 
Mr L is to be complemented upon his success, his design being a very 
handsome one, and besides reflecting so creditably upon himself, also 
redounds to the credit of the School of Mines.  The fountain will be 
bluestone and polished granite, and consists of four square pillars, the 
usual pedestal, over which there are to be four arched pediments, with 
tall spiral finials.  These supplement the central finial, which attains an 
altitude of about 25 feet.  Over the front arch is a polished granite tablet 
for the inscription and in the centre is a drinking font that is approached 
by a couple of steps.  In the front a trough is provided for horses and 
cattle, and at either end of the useful and ornamental fountain there are 
drinking troughs for dogs.   
 
The Patterson Memorial Drinking Fountain stands out from most other 
drinking fountains in terms of its design, scale and craftsmanship.  
Unlike most other drinking fountains, it has a substantial structure 
housing the fountain with steps leading up to it and a marble tiled floor.  
The closest comparisons in this regard would be the Northcote South 
Progress Association Fountain and the First World War Fountain, 
Wesburn but even these are not as substantial as the Patterson Fountain.  
The canopied fountains such as the Henderson Fountain, North 
Melbourne and the Wilkinson Memorial, Williamstown are also not as 
substantial as the Patterson Memorial.  The carved figures compare well 
to the carvings on the Westgarth Fountain, Carlton Gardens.  The 
Patterson Fountain is one of only about five extant fountains 
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throughout Victoria incorporating drinking troughs for horses and dogs. 
 
The fountain was constructed in 1897 at a cost of £244.  Mr W.  T.  
Jones of Malmsbury and Kyneton was the contractor.  The polished 
granite was supplied by Mr Guthrie of Harcourt.  The ornamental 
details were carved by Mr Brocket of Kyneton from models prepared by 
the architect.  The fountain was officially unveiled by the Governor, 
Lord Brassey on 29 April 1897. 

Description 

Located at the north−west corner of the park, on the corner of Mostyn 
and Barker Streets, the fountain sits just outside the park boundary 
across one corner.  Square in plan and set obliquely to the street grid, 
the memorial has a bluestone base with four square polished granite 
pillars supporting the canopy.  This has four bluestone arched 
pediments with Tridochna shell motifs, one bearing an inscription: 

Erected to the memory of the lion.  Sir J B Patterson, KCMC, MLA who 
represented this district for 25 years.  Died October 30th 1895. 

In the centre of the canopy there is a large bluestone spiral finial which 
is surrounded by four smaller ones.  The memorial has low walls on the 
west, north and east elevations with two steps leading to the drinking 
fountain inside on the south elevation.  Opposite the entry, on the 
outside, there is a drinking trough intended for both horses and cattle.  
On the remaining two sides, at ground level, there are smaller drinking 
troughs for dogs.  All plumbing fittings have been removed. 

Condition  

In reasonable condition with some light damp patches to the underside 
of the stone cupola and small hairline cracks appearing. 

Integrity 

High 

Significance: 1= Significant; 2= Contributory; 3= Neutral; 4 = Intrusive 

The J B Patterson Memorial drinking fountain is of such significance that it is included on the Victorian Heritage 
Register.   
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KRUGER CAST IRON BIRD BATH 

 

 

Brief History 

Date of construction: 1988 

Erected in 1988 as a tribute to Alan Kruger, the head gardener 
for the City of Castlemaine, the bird bath was cast at Billmans 
Foundry, Castlemaine and is numbered 724302 according to a 
manufacturer's stamp on the base.  While of a Victorian design, it 
is of recent origin viz.  1st July 1988. 

Description 

The Kruger cast iron bird bath is located at the north−west 
boundary of the gardens, near the J B Patterson Memorial 
drinking fountain.  It has two bowls, the upper bowl being 
smaller than the lower, with four decorative brackets below on a 
circular base.  The bird bath is bolted to a concrete pad in which 
there is plaque bearing the inscription: 

Erected by the City of Castlemaine on the retirement of Mr Alan Kruger, in 
appreciation of his 32 years of loyal and dedicated service on construction and 
maintenance works and caring for Castlemaine's parks and gardens. 

Condition  

The bird bath is in good condition 

Integrity 

Medium 

Significance: 1= Significant; 2= Contributory; 3= Neutral; 4 = Intrusive 

The birdbath is a modern addition to the park, and while it continues the memorial theme of Victory Park, it does 
not have sufficient heritage value to be considered significant. 
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MACAFEE SHELTER AND TOURIST MAP  

 

 

 

 

Brief History 

Date of construction: 1953 

The MacAfee shelter was erected by the Tourist and 
Publicity Association TPA and was handed over to the 
Council on the 27 September 1953.  It was designed by A 
Drew, architect for the Public Works Department, and was 
dedicated to the memory of William MacAfee, the 
foundation president of the Association, which was formed 
in 1937.  The TPA believed that as the map was MacAfee’s 
concept it was fitting that his service to Castlemaine was 
recognised in this manner.  MacAfee was active in, and 
supportive of, the community and as well as serving with the 
TPA was also a founder of the Koala Sanctuary and served 
on the council both as councillor and mayor.  The concrete 
koala’s were vandalised and broken off several years ago, and 
public demand saw new replicas recast and reinstated.   

SOURCES 

The Castlemaine Mail, 22 September 1953 

Description 

Located at the corner of Forest and Barker Streets, the 
shelter is set obliquely across the corner of the park.  It is 
I−shaped in plan and has a pitched roof with cement tiles 
and timber−framed walls with a veneer of crazy Castlemaine 
slate.  At the base of each side there is a painted concrete 
koala.  On the left side is a polished granite plaque with 
incised lettering which reads 'The MacAfee Shelter' and on 
the right a similar plaque reads 'Presented by Tourist 
Publicity Association 1953.  R L Langdon Pres., L J T 
Stevens, Sec.'.  The shelter was restored by Lions 
International in 1993 including a hand-painted tourist map 
of Castlemaine and its surrounds signed by N H Bryning and 
K Browning.  The map is now outdated and obscured by its 
Perspex cover.   

 

Condition 

There is some deterioration to the roof timbers but 
otherwise the structure is in good condition.   

Integrity 

The shelter has a high integrity without any obvious 
alterations to its form or materials. 

 

 

Significance: 1= Significant; 2= Contributory; 3= Neutral; 4 = Intrusive 

The McAfee shelter and tourist map is significant as a distinctive and important feature of Victory Park to the local 
community.  It also represents a later layering of history (in the immediate post war period) for the park, which 
began to attract the attention of the increasing numbers of tourists through Castlemaine post war.  Architecturally it 
is undistinguished although typical of its 1950s origins and has added social value due to its landmark qualities.  The 
values of this element are Social and Historical. 
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BARBECUE SHELTER  

 

 

 

Brief History 

Replacing the previous Lion’s Club BBQ Shelter which 
was considered intrusive this new shelter was introduced 
post 1997 in its present position probably at the same 
time as the construction of the Ray Bradfield building.   

Description 

A basic shelter structure with a high pitched pyramidal 
corrugated iron roof on four square timber posts similar 
to the supporting posts of the Ray Bradfield veranda.  
The central barbeque features consist of two electric 
barbeque units on a brick base on a concrete floor. 

Condition  

Good condition  

Integrity 

Low 

Significance: 1= Significant; 2= Contributory; 3= Neutral; 4 = Intrusive 

Although well used, this structure forms a visually intrusive, dominant and unusual gateway into the park from the 
carpark.   
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FLAGPOLES 

 

 

 

Brief History 

Date of construction: c.1921  

It is believed that the two flagpoles were erected close to the opening 
of the new RSSILA building in 1921.  The earliest photo available of 
the flagpole is The Argus souvenir of 1936.  The flagpole is shown in 
the Valentine series which is undated but was probably taken around 
the same time. 

One flagpole was originally located adjacent to the north west corner 
of the RSSILA, but was relocated at some point in the late 1900s. 

Description 

Two flagpoles are located in the rose garden fronting Mostyn Street.  
The flagpoles are identical, and have wooden shafts with chamfered 
sides, which are square in plan and tapers as the shaft rises.  They have 
timber supports on two opposite sides which are fixed at the base with 
a steel fabricated post foot. 

Condition  

In reasonable condition with some rusting at base and presence of 
some peeling paintwork.  The easternmost flagpole is slightly bowing 
at the top. 

Integrity 

The flagpoles retain a high degree of integrity, although the western 
most flagpoles were relocated to its current position from elsewhere.   

Significance: 1= Significant; 2= Contributory; 3= Neutral; 4 = Intrusive 

The flagpoles are significant as part of the fabric associated with the RSSILA Hall and beautification of Market Garden 
into the commemorative Victory Park in 1921.  The relocation of the second pole has created an aesthetic symmetry 
between the war memorial, the hall and the flagpoles. 
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PLAYGROUND AND EQUIPMENT  

 

 

Brief History 

The original (1921) design for Victory Park was to maintain the 
southern lawn as a large shady space of open lawn set beneath 
mature deciduous trees.   

A play area in the far south east corner of the park was first 
introduced in 1935.  This was removed in the late 1990s.   A new 
play area was constructed in its current location in the 1980s, and 
while the play equipment has been updated, this play area remains 
in place.   

 
The playground and play equipment is well used on a daily basis by 
families with young children. 

Description 

The play area is located within the southern lawn area and set on an 
area covered with wood chips and surrounded by treated pine 
beams.  The newer equipment comprises of a steel spring, timber, 
steel and fibreglass "Spring vehicle", a timber framed jungle−gym 
with large supersize slide, ramp, rope mesh cargo net, cubby house 
and ladder. 

Condition  

The playground is in reasonable condition if slightly dated. 

Integrity 

Low and intruding into former open lawn space. 

Significance: 1= Significant; 2= Contributory; 3= Neutral; 4 = Intrusive 

The playground and equipment is well used and valued as a play space and meeting place for young families and 
children.  Its location and use were identified as elements valued by the community during consultation.  It clearly has 
social value, but does not have sufficient cultural heritage value to deem it significant.  The current equipment 
materials, colours and size are visually intrusive. 
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STEEL ARBOURS  

 

 

 

 

Brief History 

The positioning and construction of the Arbours suggests an 
interwar construction date, possibly c.1938.  The Arbours are 
evident in photographs from c1948 show the steel Arbours as well 
covered in climbing plants by this time.   

Description 

There are three steel arbours located on the northern and western 
perimeter of Victory Park.  Two are located on the Mostyn Street 
(northern) perimeter, and one is located in the midsection of the 
Barker Street (western) perimeter.   The Arbours are steel cross 
braced arches which support a variety of climbing plants.  The two 
Arbours fronting Mostyn Street are been covered in Maidenhair vine 
(Muehlenbeckia complexa), and shaped into a square with an arched 
centre. 

Condition  

The Arbours are in reasonable condition, although some evidence of 
rust is present on the Barker Street structure. 

Integrity 

High 

Significance: 1= Significant; 2= Contributory; 3= Neutral; 4 = Intrusive 

The Arbours on Barker Street and Mostyn Street entrance points are significant as fabric which dates from the 
c.1930s, when new entrance points were constructed into Victory Park.  The Arbours are a clear visual trigger 
signifying entry into the park.  The values of these are:  Aesthetic and historical 
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PERIMETER STONE WALLS  

 

 

 

 

 

/ 

Brief History 

Date of construction: 1928  onwards 

Photographs from as early as 1910 show that the Market Gardens 
were fenced with a timber picket fence.  As most of the 
photographs show the site from the corner of Barker and Mostyn 
Streets, where the land is flat, it is presumed that the fencing 
extended around the whole of the garden, and followed the fall 
of the land down towards Forest Street.  In 1926, resident of 
Norwood Hill, Castlemaine, Mrs. Elizabeth Naylor donated 35 
pounds to Castlemaine Council for the erection of an iron fence 
on the southern side (Forest Street) of Victory Park Reserve, with 
a brass plaque stating that the fence was dedicated to her two 
sons who had been lost in World War One. 

The Castlemaine Council minutes for 19 April 1928 include a 
surveyor’s report, which referred to the proposed “rockery along 
Mostyn and Barker Streets sides of Victory Park with stone seats 
at intervals”.  It was proposed to replace the timber picket fences 
to these streets, possibly to allow a more welcoming public access 
from the surrounding streets.  In 1968, the memorial iron fencing 
along the Forest Street frontage was removed, and a granite 
retaining wall was constructed along Forest Street.  There is some 
suggestion that the fencing was separated into panels and re-
distributed through various reserves within the municipality.  The 
plaque was retained on the site, and set within the granite wall. 

Description 

There are a variety of stone walls on the boundary of the Victory 
Park.  These are as follows: 

The stone wall around the front of the RSSILA Hall at the east 
comer of Mostyn Street.  This is a smooth faced wall of crazy 
Castlemaine slate with a capping of smooth rectangular tiles of 
the same stone.  It is believed that this dates from c.1928. 

The stone wall along Mostyn and Barker Streets is a low crazy 
Castlemaine slate wall with no capping.  Unsympathetic re-
pointing in recent years has detracted somewhat from its overall 
appearance.  Seats, with timber slats and stone backs, are set 
within it at intermittent intervals (See Perimeter wall seats).  It is 
believed that this dates from c1928. 

The stone wall on the corner of Forest Street and Barker Street is 
low lying and forms a retaining wall around the MacAfee shelter 
It is built with a concrete core and faced with irregular slate tiles 
of approximately similar sizes.  It has a capping of flat rectangular 
tiles in the same stone.  It is believed that this wall dates from the 
mid twentieth century and was constructed around the same time 
as the MacAfee shelter, c.1953. 

A low wall consisting of two courses of regularly sized granite 
blocks forms the low retaining wall along Forest Street.  The wall 
is capped with concrete paving stones.  A plaque in the wall 
(relocated in 1968) refers to previous metal fencing around the 
boundary of the park which was, “…erected by Mrs Elizabeth Naylor 
in memory of her sons, Privates Robert W.  Naylor and Reginald J.W. 
Naylor, who made the supreme sacrifice in the Great War…”  This wall 
was constructed in 1968. 

Condition  

The walls are in reasonable condition, although the mortar joints 
within the Castlemaine slate wall are patchy in parts and 
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overshadow the character of the original stones. 

Integrity 

High 

Significance: 1= Significant; 2= Contributory; 3= Neutral; 4 = Intrusive 

The walls on Mostyn and Barker Streets are significant as a key design change to the site in the interwar period, which 
removed the traditional timber picket fence and replaced it with a stone retaining wall, with timber slat seats set into 
the wall.  These walls are intact, other than poorly done re-pointing and repairs. 

The granite wall on the Forest Street frontage is not considered significant.  It replaced a significant memorial iron 
fence in 1968.  The plaque set within this wall is significant. 

The stone wall on the corner of Forest Street and Barker Street around the MacAfee shelter is considered Significant as 
part of the remodelling of the corner in 1953 to construct the shelter.  It is considered to be an important part of that 
structure. 

The walls (on Barker and Mostyn Streets) have aesthetic and historic value. 
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MAIA - THE MOTHER’S SEAT SCULPTURE  

 

 

 

 

Brief History 

This sculpture, entitled ‘Maia – a mother’s meeting place’ was 
constructed in 2003 by P. & E. Colles engineers, from a 
collaborative design process between members of the 
Mothers Art Group and a number of local artists.  The seat 
was created with the idea of having public artwork made by 
mothers, dedicated to mothers in a community meeting 
space at Victory Park.  It was funded with support from The 
Alfred Felton Bequest, Mount Alexander Shire Council and 
Vic Health and guided by a Steering Committee that oversaw 
the process of its construction. 

Description 
Comprising two items, the main seat consists of a curving 
long timber bench seat with a sculpted metal upright with 
ceramic insets decorated with painted symbols.  This main 
seat is complemented by a nearby circular seat, again low-
lying, with timber slats and with an ironwork decorative 
frame in the shape of a globe at its centre. 

A nearby plaque refers to its creation, “…through the vision and 
collaboration of local mothers, the Women’s’ Steering Committee and 
artists Gabriele Brauer, Martine Whitcroft and Hannah Palmer…” 
Dated 22nd June 2003, Maia is dedicated to, “…the patience, 
wisdom and love of all mothers and celebrates their important role in our 
community…” 

Condition  

Good  

While the iron work is solid, the remaining seat and mosaic 
tiles are in poor condition. 

Integrity 

High  

 

Significance: 1= Significant; 2= Contributory; 3= Neutral; 4 = Intrusive 

. 

 

  



VICTORY PARK CMP 

45  

LIGHTING 

 

 

 

Brief History 

The current lights were introduced in the 1990s. 

 

Description 

There are 5 light poles within the park area four 
illuminating the corners of the lawns and one located at the 
midpoint entrance from Barker Street.  They are in similar 
style to the St Kilda suite of overhead lighting painted dark 
green. 

Condition  

Good  

Integrity 

High  

Significance: 1= Significant; 2= Contributory; 3= Neutral; 4 = Intrusive 
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SLATE PAVING 

 

 

 

 

Brief History 

The history of this paving and steps is not known.  However, its 
location, material and style appear to date from the Interwar 
period, and it is likely to date from the late 1930s refurbishment 
of the park entrances.  The paving is located at the same 
entrances to which the steel Arbours are located.  As it has been 
confirmed that the steel Arbours predate 1948, it is likely the 
paving also does. 

Description 

The slate paving is located at the perimeter entries on Mostyn 
and Barker Streets, at the same entries as the steel Arbours.  They 
are placed in a random pattern and terminate in lawn at the edge 
of the planting beds.  There is also a slate paved path leading in 
from the corner of Mostyn and Barker Streets which connects 
with the perimeter gravel path.  This entrance differs from the 
others as it is lined with a row of small basalt rocks on either side. 

Condition  

Good 

Integrity 

High  

Significance: 1= Significant; 2= Contributory; 3= Neutral; 4 = Intrusive 

The slate paving is significant as part of the redevelopment of the entrances to Victory Park in the 1930s, and as part of 
the remodelled entrances.   
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GRAVEL PATHS 

 

 

 

Brief History 

Date of construction: 1921 

The layout of the gravel paths is clearly visible in The Argus 
souvenir photograph dated 1936 in its present formation.  The 
slate edging of the pathway is likely to date from the Interwar 
period. 

Description 

The gravel path undulates inside the perimeter of the park, 
cutting across at the park’s centre dividing the lawn into two 
main sections.  This internal path network is bordered with 
Castlemaine slate stones laid on edge. 

Condition  

In reasonable condition although there are some poor stretches 
affected by drainage issues and some erosion. 

Integrity 

The layout of the path network has high integrity. 

Significance: 1= Significant; 2= Contributory; 3= Neutral; 4 = Intrusive 

The layout of the gravel path which encircles the northern lawn and the southern lawn is significant as an original 
element of Victory Park from the c.1921 design.  The retention of the gravel surface of the paths is also significant, 
although the slate edging is not integral to the significance of Victory Park.  The values of the paths are primarily 
historic, and to a lesser degree, aesthetic. 
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GARDEN SEATS 

 

 

 

 

Brief History 

The original cast iron garden seats first appeared along the 
sidewalk of the park in a photo dated after 1900.  These had three 
cast iron panels, one at each side and one in the middle, with 
slatted timber backrests and seats.  These seats were originally 
situated along Market Square and were installed when the gardens 
were beautified.  In the same 1900 photo the new picket fence 
has also been erected. 

In the council minutes for 1928 it was noted that six foot long 
garden seats had been purchased for Victory Park (at a cost of 
£6−0) which were all metal.  It is believed that these seats were 
still in place in 1997, and addressed as a significant element of the 
place in the 1997 CMP. 

The current seats were installed in: 

 Seat under Cedar tree near Ray Bradfield Building 2007 

 Janise Seat 2009 

SOURCES 

Collection of the Castlemaine Gallery No.  P918 

Public Records Office, Laverton, VPRS 222 

Mount Alexander Shire Council 2015-2016 

Description 

The reproduction (modern) Victorian seats have cast iron sides 
with curved arms and a slatted timber backrest and seat.  The side 
panels of this seat are similar to the seats that featured in historic 
photos of Mostyn Street, with two panels as opposed to three. 

There are nine garden seats located in the park, all on concrete 
foundations with gravel directly under each seat and three 
concrete paving stones forming a foot rest. 

In addition there are two (modern reproduction) timber bench 
seats with cast iron legs in the park, each resting on a concrete 
pad. 

Condition  

The seats are in reasonable condition. 

Integrity 

The Victorian style garden seats have low integrity although 
unsightly footings detract from their setting. 

Significance: 1= Significant; 2= Contributory; 3= Neutral; 4 = Intrusive 

These modern reproduction seats and benches are not significant.  They are valued by the community and allow use of 
the park by a variety of user groups. 
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PERIMETER WALL SEATS  

 

 

 

Brief History 

Date of Construction 1928 

In the Castlemaine council minutes for 1928 the surveyors report 
stated that the cost of making a rockery along Mostyn Street and 
Barkers Streets sides of Victory Park with low seats at intervals 
would be about £72'.  The council proposal being to replace the 
existing fencing to these streets.  These seats are visible in figure 
10, dated circa 1920. 

SOURCES 

PRO, Laverton, VPRS 408 

Description  

These low lying scats are built into the Castlemaine stone wall on 
Mostyn Street.  The back is random Castlemaine rocks with a seat 
of painted timber slats resting on a concrete base, which is not 
original.  The backs have been extensively repaired and modified. 

Condition  

The wall seats are in reasonable condition. 

Integrity 

High, although the concrete base detracts from their overall 
appearance. 

Significance: 1= Significant; 2= Contributory; 3= Neutral; 4 = Intrusive 

The perimeter seating is significant as an early re-design of the perimeter of Victory Park, which previously had fencing 
only around a plantation on the Mostyn Street frontage.  The seating in the walls is similar to an approach taken by 
Hugh Linaker in his re-design of the Domain Parklands, Melbourne. 
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PICNIC TABLES AND SEATS 

 

 

 

Brief History 

Date of Construction: Unknown 

In January 1944 the council minutes report that 'a substantial 
wooden table' was to be tried out in Victory Park.  In April 
1945 it was noted that this had proved suitable.  There were 
five picnic tables in the park in 1997, none of which appeared 
to be original.  The present picnic table and benches were 
introduced post 1997 following recommendations in the CMP. 

SOURCES 

PRO, Laverton, VPRS 408 

Description 

The four picnic tables and seats are located around the 
periphery of the southern lawn.  They are constructed of 
timber slats with cast iron reproduction side panel supports all 
set on a square concrete pad.  One of the tables is dedicated to 
Rotary incorporating the Rotary wheel design into the side 
panel.  All picnic tables are set on elevated concrete slabs. 

Condition  

The picnic tables and seats are in reasonable condition, 
although there are erosion problems around the edges of the 
concrete bases, and a loss of grass immediate to the picnic 
tables. 

Integrity 

Low  

Significance: 1= Significant; 2= Contributory; 3= Neutral; 4 = Intrusive 

The picnic tables are of no significance. 
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RUBBISH BINS 

 

 

 

 

Brief History 

Date of installation unknown but post 1997. 

Description 

There are two rubbish bins in Victory Park, consisting of 
perforated steel drums, painted green, and hanging from a steel 
support.  There is also a set of rubbish bins adjacent to the 
Barbeque Shelter consisting of two rubbish bins either side of a 
recycling bin.  They are constructed of green painted perforated 
steel. 

Condition  

Reasonable condition 

Integrity 

Low  

Significance: 1= Significant; 2= Contributory; 3= Neutral; 4 = Intrusive 

The bins are of no significance. 
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MEMORIAL PLAQUES IN LAWN, GARDEN BEDS AND ON A PERIMETER WALL  

 

 

 

 

 

Brief History 

Date of construction: various. 

The history of three of the memorial plaques at Victory park 
has been recorded.  In 1926 a bronze Victory Park Memorial 
Tablet was laid which had raised letters and was manufactured 
by Rennie and Dobbs.  In 1957 a Memorial plaque for Paul 
Harris, founder of Rotary, placed under a tree and in 1925 the 
RSSILA requested permission to place a plaque on the gates 
to Victory Park.  (All these have since been relocated.) 

Since 1997 a number of plaques have been introduced into the 
park in front of individual trees.  They include: 

 C1995 Celebrating Ian O’Halloran in recognition of his 
service to the Castlemaine State Festival. 

 2006 Commemorating the 40th anniversary of the Battle 
of Long Tan and presented to the Shire Council by the 
Victorian Vietnam Veterans Community. 

 2007 Commemorating the planting of the ‘Lone Pine’ 
by the Castlemaine RSSILA Sub-Branch. 

 1995 In honour of the men and women of Mount 
Alexander Shire who served Australia in time of conflict 
during World War II. 

 2010 ‘View Beauty’ celebrating 50 years of voice, 
interests and education of women. 

 A memorial plaque to Eric Harrison an aviator born in 
Castlemaine in 1886 and known as the Father of the 
RAAF. 

 1991 Celebrating 60 years of the Country Women’s 
Association. 

Description 

A large number of plaques attached to granite boulders have 
been introduced into the front rose garden surrounding the 
war memorial on Mostyn Street.  They include a memorial 
plaque to Eric Harrison an aviator born in Castlemaine in 
1886 and known as the Father of the RAAF. 

Elsewhere in the park the metal plaques have been set into 
individual stones and laid into the lawn or plant bed fronting a 
chosen memorial tree.   

An original memorial plaque, which was relocated in 1968, 
which is inscribed: 'This fence was erected by Mrs Elizabeth Naylor 
in memory of her sons Privates Robert W Naylor and Reginald J W 
Naylor who made the supreme sacrifice in the Great War' is located 
on Forest Street. 

Condition  

Good 

Integrity 

High  
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Significance: 1= Significant; 2= Contributory; 3= Neutral; 4 = Intrusive. 

The range of memorial plaques throughout the Park have social significance values, particularly to the community. 
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WAR TROPHIES: GERMAN AND AUSTRALIAN FIELD GUNS, VICTORIAN NAVY GUN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brief History 

Australia, following WWI, had managed to amass one of the 
world's largest war trophy collections; second only to the 
United States.6 This was consolidated in the last months of 
the war with a haul of 173 guns in a single day! 7 The 
collection was too large to be retained by the Australian War 
Commission and the decision was made to distribute the 
guns to towns throughout Australia.  Within three months 
over 1,000 applications for the war trophies had been 
received, 300 of these from rural and regional areas.  Towns 
with a population of over 10,000, such as Castlemaine, would 
receive two artillery guns and two machine guns which were 
allotted, wherever possible, to the Battalions which had 
captured them. 

The two guns displayed outside the RSSILA Memorial Hall 
are the war trophies granted to Castlemaine's 22nd, 57th, 
59th and 60th Battalions.  On 14 June 1921 they were 
allotted "one 105mm gun no.  759, one machine gun, mount, 
no.  3333, one machine in (heavy without), mount, no.  1312 
and one gun 150mm Howitzer no.  803.  The larger guns are 
the pieces on display at Victory Park. 

The RSSILA received the guns under the condition that they 
would be permanently housed in a public park, garden or 
building; that a simple ceremony would be held and finally, 
that all expenses for transport, installation and care would be 
the responsibility of the RSSILA.  On 3 December 1924, the 
RSSILA applied to Castlemaine council for permission to 
have the two guns placed in a permanent position outside the 
RSSILA Memorial Hall.  This was completed within the next 
five years as by 1929 the council had been petitioned to fix 
the foundations to make the guns safer for children.   

Since 1997 two more guns have been added to the display; a 
canon from the Victorian warship Nelson and an Australian 
field gun from World War II. 
 

SOURCES 

The Australian War Museum, file AWM 194, item VS 

PRO, Laverton, VPRS 220, unit 10. 

M Dayton, The Trophy Tradition, Sabretache.  Volumes 
XXXVI, XXX VII and XXX VIII. 

Description 

The two World War I guns are located beside the Memorial 
Hall as are two German field guns made by Friedrich Krupp.  
One is a 105mm Howitzer, cast in gunmetal and variously 
punched 'Spandau 1915', '7905 kgm', 'Nr 803 FrKp ', '15411 
8532', 'A KUSSERL FFDER', 'JNNERE FEDER'.  The 
other is a 150mm field gun cast in gunmetal and variously 
punched 'Buchse Nr.  10cmk 14N 186', '2 Rbl F14', '759 
FRIED KRUPP A ESSEN A G 6333 1918.  They are 
located to the west of the RSSILA Memorial Hall and are 
each mounted on restored timber wheels on concrete pads 
within a consolidated gravel base.   

Nearby the Victorian canon is mounted in an elongated 
concrete base.  The 6.3 inch and 6748lb canon was made in 
1861 and came from the Victorian warship Nelson and was 
presented to Castlemaine in 1898.  Presumably it was moved 
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into its present location sometime after 1997. 

A fourth gun – an Australian Field Gun date marked 1942 – 
was also positioned in front of the RSSILA Memorial Hall 
sometime after 1997.  There is no explanation of its history.   

Condition  

The guns are generally in good condition with some rust to 
the iron plates of the two German field guns. 

Integrity 

In themselves the guns have high integrity.  The context for 
the two World War I guns is high, whereas the context for 
the later additions (in terms of the historic origins of the 
park) is low. 

Significance: 1= Significant; 2= Contributory; 3= Neutral; 4 = Intrusive 

The field guns are significant as an integral part of the original composition of Victory Park at a time when "residents 
began to draw critical comparisons with neighbouring communities until, inevitably, trophy size became synonymous with civic 
importance".  They are of individual significance as war trophies from significant Australian conflict.. 
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4.3  Garden Beds 

MOSTYN STREET GARDEN BEDS (Beds K, L & M) (Tree 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 47 & 48) 

 

 

 

 

Brief History 

A layout plan was prepared by the curator of the Castlemaine 
Botanical Gardens, W J Williams, and was submitted to Council 
in July 1920.  The park was officially opened and named on 25 
April 1921.  Washington Palms (Washingtonia robusta) which 
existed prior to the park's establishment were removed from the 
frontage in 1933.  The area was enclosed by an ornate timber 
picket fence in 1900 which was removed c.I928 and replaced with 
a post and wire fence.  The stone walls were constructed after the 
removal of the picket fence. 

Photographs of the Mostyn Street frontage, taken before and 
after removal of the Washingtonia palms and fence, indicate that 
the garden beds were planted with an informal variety of low- to 
medium-sized shrubs, annuals and perennials.  There is no 
evidence of formal hedges.  The steel Arbours are more recent 
additions. 

The current planting scheme of roses and Pencil Pines was 
introduced post 1997 when the bedding plants and existing trees 
(along with the narrow strip of lawn on the inside) were removed. 

Description 

The garden beds adjacent to Mostyn Street extend from the 
splayed western corner entry from the J B Patterson memorial to 
the frontage of the RSSILA hall on the east.  The garden beds are 
separated from the street by a low stone wall, containing recesses 
for seating.  The garden is crossed by three entries from the 
street, two of which are framed by steel pergolas covered with 
Maidenhair Vine (Muehlenbeckia complexa).  The square-clipped 
golden privet plants (Ligustrum ovalifolium 'Aureum') to each side 
were removed post 1997.   

Slate-paved paths lead from shallow steps off the footpath and 
pass under the archways on to the lawn, but stop short of the 
perimeter gravel pathway.  The third entry is a curved concrete 
pathway leading to the RSSILA hall with a low concrete block 
wall to the east side.  The garden bed to the west of this path has 
a border of slate on edge. 

The main garden beds did contain two trees, a Liquidambar 
(Liquidambar styraciflua) near the corner entry and a Golden 
Lawson's Cypress (Chamaecyparis lawsoniana 'Aurea') in poor 
condition to the east end and have both now been removed.  The 
north−west corner entry was planted with two Italian Cypresses 
(Cupressus sempervirens) but these were removed because their roots 
created problems in the garden beds.  The Liquidambar 
(Liquidambar styraciflua) was a replacement (A Kruger, pers.  
comm.).  Current planting consists of a border of roses with 
several Pencil Pines (Cupressus sempervirens 'Glauca') planted in a 
line along the north edge (#38 [Bed J]#39, #40, #41, #42 & 
#43).   

Two semi-mature London Planes (Platanus x acerifolia) #47, #48 in 
the Mostyn Street pavement opposite the garden beds were 
planted in the 1990s.   

Condition 
Good condition 
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Integrity 
Low integrity 

Significance: 1= Significant; 2= Contributory; 3= Neutral; 4 = Intrusive  

The layout of the garden beds and intersecting slate pathways is significant as part of the re-development of the park 
in the 1930s as it is believed to be part of the original park design.  The presence of colourful flower beds was an 
important feature of the park at the opening ceremony in 1921.  The current planting is of no significance, but the 
layout of the beds are of historical significance. 

 

WAR MEMORIAL GARDEN BED (Bed N) (Tree 44) 

 

 

 

Brief History 

Photographs of the Mostyn Street frontage indicate that the 
section in front of the RSSILA hall was edged with a stone 
rubble wall and was more extensively planted with little or no 
lawn.  The lawn that existed in 1997 extended from the low 
street wall up to the face of the RSSILA hall.  Alan Kruger 
recalls that this treatment had existed from the early 1950s 
(pers.  comm.).  Post 1997 a new layout with new granite block 
memorial stones and individual roses was established. 

Description 

Up until the 1990s the war memorial in front of the RSSILA 
hall was contained within an indent of the low concrete block 
wall and was surrounded on three sides by a steel railing fence.  
Rose bushes were planted in the lawn inside the fence with 
concrete kerb surrounds.  The lawn extended from the stone 
wall to the building.   

The railings have now gone along with the lawn and a new 
planting scheme has been introduced.  Species include Roses 
(Rosa cvs), Rosemary (Rosmarinus officinalis), Laurustinus 
(Viburnum tinus), Spanish Bayonet (Yucca aloifolia) and the last of 
several Pencil Pines (Cupressus semperivrens 'Glauca') planted 
along the north edge (#44). 

Condition  

Good condition 

Integrity 

Unknown original design intent. 

Significance: 1= Significant; 2= Contributory; 3= Neutral; 4 = Intrusive 

This bed has social significance as a memorial to those who have served in conflict.  The memorial garden bed has 
social values. 
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RSSILA/CAR PARK GARDEN BEDS (Beds O & P) (Tree 49, 50, 51, 52, 53) 

 

 

 

Brief History 

The planting in these beds are a recent addition to the landscaping 
of the interface between the park and the Market Reserve. 

Description 

Bed O – Butterfly Bush (Buddleja cv), Flowering Quince 
(Chaenomeles cvs), Mexican Orange (Choisya ternata) & Deutzia 
(Deutzia cv) – there is one dominant tree (#49) – Canary Island 
Date Palm (Phoenix canariensis) – which would be one of the 
original plantings after the Washington Palms (Washingtonia robusta) 
were removed (in part).  There are also several young plantings 
(#50, #51, #52, #53) of Crepe Myrtle (Lagerstroemia indica cvs) 

Bed P – Butterfly Bush (Buddleja cv), Flowering Quince 
(Chaenomeles cv), Deutzia (Deutzia cv), Blue Lagoon Rosemary 
(Rosmarinus officinalis 'Blue Lagoon') & Korean Laurestine 
(Viburnum carlesii) 

Bed Q – Rose cvs (Rosa cvs) & Rosemary (Rosmarinus officinalis).  
There is one recently planted Crepe Myrtle (Lagerstroemia indica cv) 
#54 in the corner of this narrow bed.    

Condition  

Good condition 

Integrity 

New planting with no historic integrity. 

Significance: 1= Significant; 2= Contributory; 3= Neutral; 4 = Intrusive 
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BARKER STREET GARDEN BEDS (Beds H [northern part], I, & J) (Tree 22, 28, 29, 

33, 36, 38)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brief History 

The layout of the beds and lawn frontages date from the 
establishment of the park in 1921.  The stone wall with seating 
recesses, which edge the beds along Barker Street, dates from 
c.1928.   The Japanese Spidle Bush (Euonymous japonicus) is all that 
remains of an interwar (c.1928-1938) hedge which once extended 
along the frontage of Barker Street.  In 1938 the council 
proposed to round off the comer of the intersection of Barker 
and Forest Streets.  This involved cutting back shrubs to the 
height of the fence and relocating a horse trough to a safer 
position.  However it appears that the work was not carried out at 
this time as it was still being discussed by council in 1947.  The 
MacAfee pergola, on the corner of Barker and Forest Streets 
effectively rounded the corner off the park with its construction 
in 1953, and the corner entrance to Victory Park was re-
constructed. 

Description 

A narrow strip of garden bed adjacent to the Barker Street 
frontage, extending between the splayed western corner entries to 
the park at Mostyn and Forest Streets.  The garden beds are 
separated from the street by a low stone wall, topped at the 
northern end with a clipped hedge of Japanese Spindle Bush 
(Euonymous japonicus), and from the main perimeter path of the 
park by a strip of lawn of varying width.   

Two entries from the street pass through the garden beds, both 
of which are framed by steel Arbours.  Slate pathways commence 
from shallow steps at these Arbour−framed entries and extend to 
the perimeter gravel path, although it is likely that the northern 
path originally extended only as far as the garden bed width as for 
the Mostyn Street entry detail.  The stone edging to the gravel 
path from the north−west corner stops at this first slate path.   

The northern Arbour is covered with Maidenhair Vine 
(Muehlenbeckia complexa) while the southern Arbour carries a grape 
vine (Vitis sp.).  The southern pergola at the entry in the centre of 
the Barker Street frontage is a different design to the other three 
pergolas and appears to be an earlier construction. 

Garden beds (H extn, I & J) along this frontage, to the north and 
south ends, contain a mix of shrubs and perennials (incl.  
Hellebores (Helleborus cvs), Dalmatian Spurge (Euphorbia characias 
subsp.  Wulfenii), Giant Turf Lily (Liriope muscari 'Evergreen 
Giant') & Chinese Silver Grass (Miscanthus sinensis).  Tree planting 
would have been implemented to this frontage after removal of 
the Washington Palms (Washingtonia robusta).  Trees include 2 
Blireana Plums (Prunus x blireana) - #22 & #28, a Canary Island 
Date Palm (Phoenix canariensis) - #29, Wallangarra White Gum 
(Eucalyptus scoparia) - #33 – a memorial plaque dedicated to Ian 
O'Halloran sits at the base, Lemon-scented Gum (Corymbia 
citriodora) - #36 and the first of several Pencil Pines (Cupressus 
sempervirens 'Glauca') - #38 - that run along Mostyn Street border.  
At the southern corner a Bracelet Honey Myrtle (Melaleuca 
armillaris) has been removed.  The above Canary Island Date Palm 
(Phoenix canariensis) may have been a companion for the tree 
originally planted to the west of the RSSILA hall between the two 
(now removed) Chinese Windmill Palms (Trachycarpus fortunei).  It 
is now out of context, and appears misplaced in its setting.   
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The Kruger bird bath is immediately south of the entry from the 
north−west comer.  The water meter for the park is located in a 
pit at the rear of the garden bed behind; this is accessed by four 
concrete stepping stones. 

The hedging of Japanese Spindle Bush (Euonymus japonicus) along 
Barker Street is almost continuous from the Canary Island Date 
Palm (Phoenix canariensis, Tree no.  29) north to the first of several 
Pencil Pines (Cupressus sempervirens Tree no.38).   

Condition  

Good condition 

Integrity 

Bed H [northern section] = low integrity (all new planting) 

Beds I & J = medium integrity 

Significance: 1= Significant; 2= Contributory; 3= Neutral; 4 = Intrusive 

The layout of bed J, I and H are of contributory significance, as although altered from the 1921 design, they provide 
some evidence of the boundary planting which was part of the design. 

The Japanese Spindle Bush hedging along Barker Street in Beds J and I is of contributory significance as an early 
remnant feature of Victory Park. 

The Canary Island Pine (Tree 29) is of contributory significance significant as part the mid  twentieth century 
planting.  The other plantings within these beds are not significant.   
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CORNER ENTRANCE BARKER/FOREST STREET GARDEN BEDS (Beds E, F G & H 

[southern portion]) (Tree 11, 14, 15, 16, 34) 

 

 

 

 

Brief History 

The southern section of the Barker Street frontage ends with the 
surrounds to the MacAfee pergola where, prior to 1953, the 
garden beds originally extended out to the corner.  Timber post 
and rail fences lined both sides of the path through the garden 
beds to the corner until they were removed post 1997. 

A triangular bed now defines the corner of the two streets and 
although several significant trees have been retained many of the 
original shrubs in the beds on either side of the path to the 
MacAfee have been removed and replanted since 1997.  The Irish 
Strawberry (Tree 14), Liquidambar (Tree 15), Pyramid Tree (Tree 
11) and Lemon Scented gum (Tree 16) are likely to have been 
planted around 1953 when the MacAfee shelter was constructed 
and the corner beds re-configured with a new entrance.   

Description 

Bed E – shrubs & perennials include Camellia (Camellia cvs), 
Flowering Quince (Chaenomeles cvs), African Iris (Dietes sp.), Giant 
Turf Lily (Liriope muscari 'Evergreen Giant') & Laurustinus 
(Viburnum tinus) 

Bed F – perennials include Giant Turf Lily (Liriope muscari 
'Evergreen Giant') & Star Jasmine (Trachelospermum jasminoides) 

Bed G – all Giant Turf Lily (Liriope muscari 'Evergreen Giant') 

Bed H [southern section] – perennials include Hellebores 
(Helleborus cvs), Dalmatian Spurge (Euphorbia characias subsp.  
Wulfenii), Giant Turf Lily (Liriope muscari 'Evergreen Giant') 

Trees include Norfolk Island Hibiscus (Lagunaria patersonia) - 
#11, a rare form of Irish Strawberry Tree (Arbutus sp.) - #14 (to 
be properly identified), Liquidambar (Liquidambar styraciflua) - #15, 
a dead Lemon-scented Gum (Corymbia citriodora) - #16 and a new 
planting of Little Gem Southern Magnolia (Magnolia grandiflora 
'Little gem') - #34.   

Condition  

Good condition 

Integrity 

Bed E=medium; Beds F, G & H = low 

Significance: 1= Significant; 2= Contributory; 3= Neutral; 4 = Intrusive 

The garden beds around the corner of Barker and Forest Streets have been substantially altered from their 1921 
design through the construction of new openings, and a new triangular bed (bed F).  Their alteration does not add 
another significant layer of design to the place in the way that the 1953 MacAfee shelter and hard landscaping does.  
It is likely however that the new pathway leading from the shelter into the park probably dates from around this 
period.  The trees which remain from this period are not considered significant as the whole area has been altered 
through large scale removal of the original design intent. 
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FOREST STREET GARDEN BEDS (Beds C & D) (Tree 4 & 5) 

 

 

 

 

Brief History 

The layout of the beds at the western end of the street frontage 
remain from the park’s official opening in 1921 but the eastern 
section has been modified post 1997.  Washington Palms 
(Washingtonia robusta) were removed from this frontage in 1933.  
A timber and woven wire fence was constructed in 1925 and a 
privet hedge was planted behind.  The fence had a central gate 
opening to Forest Street.  The fence and hedge was removed in 
the 1960s. 

Description 

The southern portion of the park extends from Barker Street 
and the MacAfee pergola in the west to the Market Reserve car 
park in the east.  A low granite wall separating the park from the 
street possibly dates from 1968 (the date on the Naylor plaque).  
Lawn extends from the edge of the bed to the perimeter gravel 
pathway.  There is a central entry to the park which connects 
with the gravel pathway.  The area to the east of this entry has 
been redeveloped since 1997 with the removal of a comfort 
station and a playground area.  The lawn frontage to the shrub 
beds has been removed and another two entry points 
introduced.  There is no hedge remaining to this frontage. 

Bed C plantings include Flowering Quince (Chaenomeles cvs), 
Mexican Orange (Choisya ternata), Deutzia (Deutzia cv.), Golden 
Privet (Ligustrum ovalifolium 'Aureum', Rosemary (perhaps 
Rosmarinus officinalis 'Blue Lagoon'), Baby's Breath Spirea (Spiraea 
thunbergii) & Korean Laurestine (Viburnum carlesii). 

Bed D plantings include Butterfly Bush (Buddleja cv), Flowering 
Quince (Chaenomeles cvs), Golden Privet (Ligustrum ovalifolium 
'Aureum'), Korean Lauristine (Viburnum carlesii) & Laurustinus 
(Viburnum tinus).   

Trees include two specimens of Golden Poplar (Populus x 
canadensis ‘Aurea’).  An article in the Castlemaine Mail (29 April 
1933) included a proposal for an avenue of golden poplars to 
replace the Washingtonias to Forest Street.   

Condition  

Good condition 

Integrity 

Low integrity 

Significance: 1= Significant; 2= Contributory; 3= Neutral; 4 = Intrusive 

The current planting is of no significance and the bed layout has been compromised, reducing the significance of this 
area.   
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EAST BOUNDARY GARDEN BEDS (Beds A1, A2 & B) (Tree 2) 

 

 

 

Brief History 

A Monterey cypress hedge was planted along this boundary in 
1920 and was removed in the 1950s or 1960s.  In 1997, this 
area was described thus: 

A low granite wall separates the park from the adjacent car park.  A 
garden bed with a post and wire frame for climbing roses extends along the 
frontage.  The bed is edged with stone on the west side.  A pedestrian 
opening and a pair of low steel gates providing access for maintenance 
vehicles is located near the centre and connects with the perimeter gravel 
path.  The garden beds include roses and perennials…’  

A timber pergola was established between Forest Street and the 
Ray Bradfield building in the late-1990s.  This timber pergola 
was planted out with Wisteria, and formed a barrier between 
the carpark and Victory Park.  The structure was found to be 
unsafe in 2014 and removed.  Subsequently, Council erected 
the current barbeque shelter, and established beds A1 and A2.   

Description 

This eastern portion of the park adjacent to the car park has 
changed considerably since 1997.  The former comfort station 
at the corner has been replaced by a garden bed (Bed B) and 
following the introduction of the Ray Bradfield Building and 
attached toilet block, new beds have been introduced either 
side of barbeque shelter.   

 

Bed(s) A1 & A2: Flowering Quince (Chaenomeles cvs), Golden 
Privet hedge (Ligustrum ovalifolium 'Aureum') planted in a ring & 
Giant Turf Lily (Liriope muscari 'Evergreen Giant'). 

 

Bed B: Carpet Roses (Rosa cvs).  There is one tree in Bed B 
which is a young Crepe Myrtle (Lagerstroemia indica cv) - #2 

Condition  

Good condition 

Integrity 

Low integrity 

Significance: 1= Significant; 2= Contributory; 3= Neutral; 4 = Intrusive 

Neither the garden beds nor the plantings have any significance. 
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NORTHERN LAWN (Tree 26, 27, 45, 46, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59) 

 

 

 

 

 

Brief History 

A layout plan for Victory Park was prepared by the curator of the 
Castlemaine Botanical Gardens, W J Williams, and was submitted 
to Council in July 1920.  The park was officially opened and named 
on 25 April 1921.  In the original design, the northern lawn was set 
aside as an open lawn, with some planting clustered towards he 
eastern edge of the lawn, adjacent to the RSSILA building.  Several 
of these trees survived in 1997, but are no longer extant.  These 
include a Chinese Windmill Palm (Trachycarpus fortunei) and a large 
Indian Bean Tree (Catalpa bignonioides).   

The 1948 photograph of the park shows that a small number of 
European trees had been planted on the northern lawn at key path 
intersection.  As no trees of any size can be determined in this area 
in the 1936 Argus photograph, it is presumed that a small number 
were planted as part of the 1938 rejuvenation of Victory Park.  It is 
believed that these were specimens of Golden European Ash 
(Fraxinus excelsior ‘Jaspidea’), Pin oak (Quercus palustris) and three 
specimens of Small-leaved Linden (Tilia cordata) (A Kruger, pers.  
comm.).  The only tree which survives from the 1938 planting is 
Tree 58 Small-leaved Linden (Tilia cordata), at the south east corner 
of the northern lawn. 

A number of young trees have been planted in the northern lawn 
since 1997; these include 26, 27, 59, 57, 56, 55, 46, and 45.  This 
planting is not in keeping with the history and values of Victory 
Park, nor do the species have any relevance to the place, other 
than one specimen of Aleppo Pine, (Pinus halepensis, Tree 45) which 
is planted as a commemorative ‘Lone Pine’ tree, but is actually not 
the correct species, which would be Pinus brutia. 

Description 

A level grassed area contained within a curvilinear gravel path.  A 
garden bed on the east side opposite the RSSILA hall did form the 
focal point of this lawn but this has been replaced by the display of 
gun trophies.  The bed did contain two Chinese Windmill Palms 
(Trachycarpus fortunei) and was closely planted with highly coloured 
flowering annuals and a line of rose bushes to the east side.   

Trees include Indian Bean Tree (Catalpa bignonioides) #26, 
Manchurian Pear (Pyrus ussuriensis cv) #27, Allepo Pine (Pinus 
halepensis) #45 but the real Lone Pine from Gallipoli is P.brutia, Pin 
Oak (Quercus palustris) #46, Deodar or Himalayan Cedar (Cedrus 
deodara) #55, Indian Bean Tree (Catalpa bignonioides) #56, Pin Oak 
(Quercus palustris) #57, Small-leaved Linden (Tilia cordata) #58 & 
European Hornbeam (Carpinus betulus) #59.    

The northern lawn contains five garden seats.  It is irrigated with 
pop−up sprinklers although the coverage of water to the south of 
the eastern garden bed is limited. 

Condition  

Good 

Integrity 

Low due to new specimen tree plantings. 

Significance: 1= Significant; 2= Contributory; 3= Neutral; 4 = Intrusive 
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The northern lawn (layout and open space value) is significant as part of the original design of Victory Park from 
c1921.  The northern lawn was designed as an open space, so as to allow it to function as a parade ground for 
ceremonial days, as well as a venue for civic ceremonies, community gatherings and celebrations.   

Tree 58 in the south-east corner of the northern lawn is significant as the only surviving specimen of the corner tree 
plantings from c.1938, which saw the rejuvenation of Victory Park.   

 

All other trees planted on the lawn are considered to be intrusive.  They compromise the views to the RSSILA from 
the main entrance, detract from the original design intent and function of this space and have no historical or social 
relevance or association.   

The Aleppo Pine, planted as a “Lone Pine” has some value as a commemorative planting, but is of the wrong species. 

 

  



VICTORY PARK CMP 

66  

SOUTHERN LAWN (Tree 1, 9, 10, 12, 17, 23, 24, 25, 60) 

 

 

 

Brief History 

A layout plan was prepared by the curator of the Castlemaine 
Botanical Gardens, W J Williams, and was submitted to Council 
in July 1920.  The park was officially opened and named on 25 
April 1921. 

The southern and norther lawns were part of this original design, 
separated by a pathway.  The trees which are planted in a 
‘horseshoe’ shape around the boundary of the southern lawn 
appear to have been planted c.1920-1930, which would coincide 
with the creation of Victory Park.  There may have originally 
been plantings enclosing the southern lawn, but no evidence of 
this has been found.  The southern lawn has always provided a 
reflective space of quiet recreation, and acted as a foil to the open 
parade ground space of the northern lawn.  There was originally a 
bandstand located in this area (near where the current playground 
is located) although this was removed many years ago.   

A playground was established in the southern lawn area in the 
mid twentieth century, and although its location has changed 
various times, the function continues. 

Description 

A level grassed area contained within a curvilinear gravel path.  
The lawn is surrounded by mature trees except for a gap against 
the central path which divides this area from the northern lawn.  
The largest trees are two English Elms (Ulmus procera) #1 & #23, 
one Dutch Elm ((Ulmus x hollandica) #9, one Huntingdon Elm 
(Ulmus x Hollandica ‘Vegeta’) #10, an English Oak (Quercus robur) 
#12 and a London Plane (Platanus x acerifolia)#25.  The trunk 
diameter of the elms is only slightly less than that of the elm on 
the corner of Mostyn and Barker Streets, which is known to have 
been planted before the establishment of the park.  These trees 
can be assumed to be among the earliest plantings in Victory Park 
and may even have been replanted from elsewhere, or predate the 
other plantings.  The large Deodar cedar to the east could be seen 
as a young tree in the 1946 aerial photograph and was probably a 
later planting.  Other trees also appear to be later plantings and 
include Blue Atlas Cedar (Cedrus atlantica ‘Glauca’) #24. 

The lawn is cluttered with two garden seats, four picnic tables, 
two bench seats, a recent sculpture seat, two rubbish bins, and a 
children's play area with play equipment.  The lawn is irrigated 
with pop−up sprinklers.   

The mature trees with their wide, spreading canopies create a 
special character and sense of enclosure to this lawn.  With the 
elms, the former signs of stress are no longer evident and the 
presence of epicormic growth along major branches is actually a 
growth habit that identifies one of the elms as Huntingdon Elm 
(Ulmus x Hollandica ‘Vegeta’) #10.  The Deodar or Himalayan 
Cedar (Cedrus deodara) also appeared to be stressed in 1997 but 
now shows no sign of stress.  Several of its lower branches to the 
east side have been removed.   

Condition  

Good 

Integrity 

High 
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Significance: 1= Significant; 2= Contributory; 3= Neutral; 4 = Intrusive 

The southern lawn’s layout and space and the large deciduous trees (including Trees numbered 1, 9, 10, 12, 17, 23, 
25) are significant as part of the intact c1921 design of the place.   

The contrast between the ‘parade ground’ northern lawn and reflective space of the southern lawn is important and 
should be maintained   

The two Deodar Cedars (Trees 60 and 24) are of contributory significance, and represent a later layer of plantings.   
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BARKER STREET (Tree 18, 19, 20, 21, 30, 31, 32, 35, 37) 

 

 

Brief History 

Street planting was originally undertaken in 1864 or 1865.  A large 
Eucalyptus specimen could be seen growing to the south of the 
Mostyn Street / Barker Street intersection in a photograph dated 
around 1905.  Trees have since been removed and replaced 
because of damage caused by roots to footpaths, kerbs and gutters. 

Description 

The English elm (Ulmus procera) at the corner of Barker and 
Mostyn Streets is possibly a remnant of the earliest street tree 
planting.  This tree could be identified in several photographs 
including those taken around 1900 and 1905 and could be seen to 
have attained an advanced size.  The large canopy could be seen in 
the 1936 and 1946 aerial photographs.  In the 1972 aerial 
photograph the tree had been pruned back and had a reduced, 
open canopy.  The tree has now recovered to rival the canopy 
spread of the elms in the southern lawn.  The base is surrounded 
with granite pitchers on three sides and is considerably higher than 
the adjacent street.  The tree had minor surgery in 1993 prior to 
the installation of "fairy lights" (Trevor Lawrence, pers.  comm.).   

Other planting consists principally of street trees of Claret Ash 
(Fraxinus angustifolia subsp.  oxycarpa ‘Raywood’) #18, #20, #21, 
#30, #31, #32, & #35 with a single specimen of Golden Poplar 
(Populus x canadensis ‘Aurea’) #19.  The ash trees are of varying sizes 
as some have been planted, or replaced, more recently.  Some of 
these trees are poor specimens. 

Condition  

The Claret Ash are mainly in poor condition, however the English 
Elm #37 is a fine historical specimen in excellent condition. 

Integrity 

The street planting has low integrity, except for the English Elm. 

Significance: 1= Significant; 2= Contributory; 3= Neutral; 4 = Intrusive 

The English elm is a significant early planting in Castlemaine.   

The street plantings in Barker Street of Claret Ash and Golden Poplar are of no significance.  . 

  



VICTORY PARK CMP 

69  

FOREST STREET (Tree 3, 6, 7, 8, 13) 

 

 

 

 

Brief History 

Street planting details are unknown.  Council minutes recorded a 
discussion in 1943 replanting additional Golden Poplars (Populus x 
canadensis ‘Aurea’) in streets surrounding the market block, 
including Forest Street. 

Description 

Planting to the north side of Forest Street consists of two large 
Claret Ash (Fraxinus angustifolia subsp. oxycarpa 'Raywood') #3 & 
#13 together with three (four) Double-rose Cherry Plums (Prunus 
x blireiana) #6, #7 & #8. 

 

Condition  

Good 

Integrity 

Low  

Significance: 1= Significant; 2= Contributory; 3= Neutral; 4 = Intrusive 

The planting has no significance. 
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5. SOCIAL VALUES ASSESSMENT 

5.1 Introduction 

As part of this Conservation Management Plan, two activities to gather community 
perspectives on the heritage and other community values of the park, its use and issues and 
opportunities for its future management were undertaken.  These were: 

 A workshop with stakeholders, that is organisations that use Victory Park or the 
adjacent Ray Bradfield room;  and 

 An on-line survey to seek broader community views. 

The stakeholder workshop is described in Section5.2 and the survey in Section 5.3. 

 

5.2 Workshop 

5.5.1 Introduction 

A workshop with stakeholders - organisations that use Victory Park and the Ray Bradfield 
Rooms - was held on Wednesday 2 December 2015 from 4-5.30pm in the Ray Bradfield 
Rooms. 

Purpose 

 To better understand the significance of Victory Park and the characteristics of the park 
that are valued by users and the local community 

 To explore how the space between Victory Park and the IGA car park might be used, 
following removal of the pergola in 2014. 

Invitees and attendance 

The following organisations were invited to send a representative/s to the workshop: 

 Artists Market  

 Castlemaine State Festival  

 CHIRP 

 Connecting Country 

 CWA 

 Farmers Market 

 Rotary Club  

 RSL 

 Salvation Army 

 Winter Festival. 

Six people attended representing: 

 CWA - Allison Nye, Joyce Sanders 

 Farmers Market – Linnet Good, Ron Paine 

 Rotary Club – Joyce Sanders 

 Lorraine le Plastrier - Disability Access – Mount Alexander Shire 
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 Council – Christine Henderson (Mayor) 

The workshop was organised, facilitated and recorded by:  

Stewart Campbell (Coordinator Parks and Gardens - Mount Alexander Shire) 

Chris Johnston, Annabel Neylon and Giselle Harris, Context Pty Ltd (project consultants). 

Agenda 

At the start of the workshop, Annabel Neylon explained the purpose of a Conservation 
Management Plan (CMP) as a document that looks at the heritage values of a place and 
identifies the significant elements within that place.  Heritage significance covers historical, 
aesthetic, social, associative, scientific and technical values.  A CMP was prepared for Victory 
Park in 1997, and the new CMP will build on and update the previous CMP.  Council wants to 
get a better understanding about what is significant about the park.  Then Council can develop 
policies and actions to guide how Council manages this place into the future. 

5.2.2 Snapshot of values and issues 

Victory Park is highly valued by the stakeholder representatives that attended the Conservation 
Management Plan consultation.   

Some of the central themes that were raised at the consultation include: 

 Victory Park is a popular gathering or meeting place in the centre of town.  It is 
celebrated as a venue for activities, recreation and public space. 

 It is highly appreciated for its aesthetic qualities – shade, trees, green grass 

 It is unique for its representation of multi-generational demographics - children, youth 
and parents were often referred to. 

A primary issue for the park relates to conflicting values regarding the heavy use of the park 
and its environmental sensitivities.  How do we manage these contradicting values and 
preserve the sense of place that makes Victory Park so special? 

Why is Victory Park important? 

During the workshop, a number of consistent values were raised in connection to Victory Park 
that together indicates how it is important to the community.  These focus on the centrality of 
the place and the aesthetic qualities it provides as a shaded, green, public place.  Participants 
said that the Park provides a unique atmosphere as a “town square” for community activities 
and also enhances Castlemaine as an attractive place for visitors.  Discussions indicated that 
the aesthetic merits of the Park in terms of its mature trees, open grass and shade, contribute 
to the diversity of the uses in the park. 

Using the park 

A number of activities and uses of the Park were discussed, highlighting its importance across 
multiple generations in the community as a versatile public space.  Such uses range from a 
place for individuals to meet and socialise, family-friendly recreational activity, as well as being 
an area that caters for larger-scale events including local markets, which in turn attracts visitors. 

The pergola area 

Removal of the pergola that stretched between the Ray Bradfield Rooms and Forest Street was 
discussed to gauge public sentiment about the pergola/wisteria and the future design of that 
space.  Views expressed indicated that the pergola was missed as an amenity that provided 
additional shade and as a practical access-way.  The group said that aesthetically it was also a 
loss, being a visual connection between the carpark and market building.  There was an overall 
desire for the pergola to be replaced by a new structure or some shady trees. 

Maintaining Victory Park 

A number of suggestions were made in relation to managing Victory Park’s values into the 
future, as well as opportunities for more active management.  Specific ideas included more 



VICTORY PARK CMP 

72 

appropriate rubbish, cigarette and recycling disposal units, improved access for vehicles to 
keep them off the grass and a more efficient booking system to prevent events from clashing.  
The group also said that ensuring the Park is better lit at night will encourage evening use, and 
additional tables and seating would allow more people to come to the Park for socialising.  In 
terms of management, the group felt that responses to maintenance issues generally could be 
timelier; for instance, emptying bins and repairing damage.  Access for those in wheelchairs, or 
with pushers, was noted as an issue. 

5.2.3 Where to from here? 

Participants were encouraged to spread the word about the on-line survey which will be on the 
Have Your Say page of Council’s website until 11 December.  One participant advised she had 
put it on the Castlemainia Facebook page. 

There are posters up in Victory Park to alert park users to the survey too. 

The consultants will evaluate all of the feedback from stakeholder consultation and on-line 
surveys, from the physical inspections and historic research, and draw together a CMP 
containing a significance assessment, polices and recommendations on the conservation and 
management of the park.  Tangible & intangible values would be considered.   

A draft Conservation Management Plan will then be put on exhibition for public comment 
during 2016. 
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5.3 Online Survey 

5.3.1 Introduction 

An online survey was conducted over a three week period between 23 November and 11 
December 2015.  The survey was promoted through a media release issued by Mount 
Alexander Shire inviting community members to have their say on what they value about 
Victory Park.  The survey was linked to the Have Your Say page of Council’s website and 
posters were put up in Victory Park promoting the survey.  The main aim of the survey was to 
understand the community heritage values attributed to Victory Park.  The survey included 
both open-ended and multiple choice questions, and the survey period included a Farmers 
Market in Victory Park. 

5.3.2 Who responded? 

There were a total of 93 responses to the survey, 65% of which were from residents of 
Castlemaine and 35% from elsewhere in Mount Alexander Shire.   

Asked how often they visit Victory Park: 60% visit Victory Park weekly and 23% monthly.  A 
smaller percentage visit daily (2%), 13% a few times a year and 2% less often/rarely.   

The table below compares the age ranges of respondents to the 2011 ABS census data for the 
Mount Alexander Shire. 

Age range No. % 2011 census % 

1-14 1 1% 2,863 16% 

15-24 4 4% 1,749 10% 

25-39 20 22% 2,329 13% 

40-49 15 16% 2,562 14% 

50-59 24 25% 2,959 17% 

60-69 20 22% 2,594 15% 

70-79 9 10% 1,582 9% 

80+ 0 0% 1,003 6% 

Total 93  17,587  

 

Compared to the 2011 census, the 25-69 age groups are over represented, while the youth are 
the least well represented.  This is a significant gap as, based on observation of users of the 
park, the under-25 age group makes up a significant proportion of the Park’s users. 

Respondents were asked to identify if they were a market stall holder or a local trader: 

Question Yes No Skipped question 

Market stall holder 2 81 10 

Local trader 6 77 9 

Combined %  8% 82% 10% 

5.3.3 Interests and values 

Key interests in Victory Park  

In Question 4, respondents were asked to indicate their main interests in Victory Park from a 
list of answer options, from which they could make as many selections as they wished. 

More than half of the respondents value Victory Park as a place for social and community 
activities, as a space for hosting community events and gatherings, local markets, as a 
thoroughfare and also as a family-friendly recreational space.  The middle range of interest 
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areas selected included the Park’s historic features, its status as an important place for local 
residents/workers and a place to take visitors.  Few people value Victory Park as a place for 
active recreation or for its economic links with local businesses. 

Main interest area No. % 

Passive recreation: as a space for socialising and gathering 65 71% 

Community: as a place for community events and gatherings (excluding 
local markets) 

61 66% 

Markets: as the location of local markets 58 63% 

Recreation: as a child and family-friendly recreational space 56 61% 

As a thoroughfare 46 50% 

Historic features: such as trees, gardens, cannons, memorial and paths 39 42% 

Local: I live or work nearby 34 37% 

Visitors: as a place to take visitors 26 28% 

Active recreation: as a space for participating in sport and recreational 
activity 

10 11% 

Economic: Victory Park is linked to my business 3 3% 

Total 93 100% 

 

Eleven participants selected ‘Other’.  Of these, seven responses indicated they valued the park 
as ‘open green space’.  Other responses included the Park’s centrality, as ‘somewhere to sit, 
away but close to the retail hub’ (Respondent 44), as well as for its artistic and cultural uses ‘as 
a place to share and create intellectual and cultural meaning’ (Respondent 84). 

Social values of Victory Park 

Question 5 invited an open-ended response to the question ‘What do you like most about 
Victory Park?’ A total of 83 individuals responded, while 10 skipped the question and also the 
following six questions.  Each of the 83 respondents indicated at least one aspect they valued 
about Victory Park, but in most cases they identified several aspects in their answer. 

Views expressed in response to this question have been analysed and collated into seven broad 
value themes.  Answers to Question 5 closely align with the responses to interest areas (above), 
and have been redefined below. 

Most of the respondents indicated that they value Victory Park as a green, public space, 
followed by for its central location, use for gatherings and events, including local markets and 
as family-friendly recreational space.  As some participants noted: ‘It's a space the whole family 
can enjoy.  Play equipment, seating, open space and trees’ (Respondent 50) and ‘It's great to 
have a park in the centre of town provides a green space for locals & visitors’ (Respondent 46).   

A small number of participants said that they value the Park as a contributor to the local 
community’s identity, representing ‘The peacefulness and the strong feeling of being a part of a 
community that cares about others.  Somehow it epitomizes the strength of our beautiful 
town’ (Respondent 71).  Other respondents value the Park for its historic features and as a 
space for artistic and cultural expression: due to its ‘…largely intact layout and some original 
plantings.  It provides a green oasis in the city.  It provides a meeting place for many people of 
all age groups.  It is accessible to all’ (Respondent 88).  One respondent captured many of the 
values attributed to Victory Park in their response: 

The central location provides a wonderful sense of identity to the town and region.  The park invites the 
community to participate in events, to relax and to mingle with friends and family.  The events that range 
from festivals for children to the local Farmers Market provide cohesion and identity to the town and region.  
On Market day many visitors travel by train from Bendigo and Melbourne to enjoy the ambience of the 
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Park and the chance to buy local produce.  This is of huge value to the profile of the town and adds real 
economic benefit to the producers (Respondent 87). 

Value themes No. % 

Open, green, public space 75 70% 

Central location in Castlemaine 41 38% 

Meeting and gathering place (including local markets & other events) 36 33% 

Family-friendly recreational space 26 24% 

Contributor to community identity 5 5% 

Historic features (as a war memorial/Park heritage plantings & layout) 4 4% 

Artistic and cultural expression 2 2% 

Total 93  

 

Valued features 

In Question 9, participants were asked to identify up to five specific features in Victory Park 
they value most.  A total of 83 individuals responded to Question 9, while 10 skipped to the 
next question.   

The strongest responses were to the trees, garden beds, lawn areas and plantings at Victory 
Park, as well as its provision of open space, seating areas and tables in close proximity to 
Castlemaine’s commercial and civic centre.  Features that followed closely behind the strongest 
responses were the playground equipment and views into the park from surrounding areas. 

‘Other’ comments left by a total of 7 individuals indicated that they value features of the place 
such as public toilet facilities and drinking fountains, as well as having the Farmers Market 
operate at the park.  One respondent also stated that they would like the pergola that was 
removed to be replaced, and another said that the ‘overall design and character [of Victory 
Park] is welcoming’ (Respondent 10). 

Answer options No. % 

Trees 77 92.8% 

Open spaces 56 67.5% 

Lawn areas 46 55.4% 

Garden beds and plants 43 51.8% 

Seating areas/picnic tables 43 51.8% 

Close proximity to commercial and civic services 41 49.4% 

Playground area 38 45.8% 

Views into the park 33 39.8% 

Sculptural seat 26 31.3% 

Network of pathways 25 30.1% 

Rose gardens 20 24.1% 

Views out of the park 17 20.5% 

BBQ/shelter 16 19.3% 

Ray Bradfield Rooms 13 15.7% 

Historic cannons 13 15.7% 

RSL building 10 12.0% 
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Answer options No. % 

McAfee Pergola/Memorial (on the corner of Forest and Barker Streets) 9 10.8% 

War memorial 9 10.8% 

Commemorative plantings/plaques 7 8.4% 

Other (please tell us more) 7  

Comparing Victory Park to other parks 

In Question 10, participants were asked, ‘Compared to other parks in Castlemaine, what do 
you value most about Victory Park?’ Overwhelmingly, the 83 respondents indicated value 
clusters around three key aspects of the Park when compared with others in Mount Alexander 
Shire: 

 Location 

o close proximity to central business district 

 Use 

o versatility for activities and events 

o family-friendly 

 Aesthetic qualities 

o shaded, green space in contrast with town centre 

o historic features as war memorial 

o plantings and layout 

o ambience and character 

Changes to Victory Park 

In Question 6, respondents were asked to convey in their own words, what – if anything – they 
would like to see change at Victory Park.  A total of 83 individuals responded to this question, 
while 10 skipped the question.  Respondents generally recognise that Victory Park is well 
maintained, with responses that range from ‘nothing’, to detailed ideas and opportunities for 
new uses, ways to improve current uses as well as the Park’s ongoing maintenance and renewal. 

Recurring themes have been condensed below into ideas and opportunities in three key areas, 
use, management and landscape: 

Use Maintain/renew Landscape  

Increase activity in Ray Bradfield 
Room 

Improve link between Park and 
town 

Conserve mature trees and 
landscape 

Improve children’s play 
equipment 

Improve way-finding signage Increase planting diversity 

Install permanent 
stage/performance space for 
cultural events 

Construct shaded access-way in 
replace of pergola 

Introduce plantings/spaces 
with less reliance on water 

Additional seating/tables in 
shaded areas 

Address flooding issues on paths Reintroduce flower beds 

Encourage local artist 
participation in design projects 

Enclose the Park by fencing or 
hedging for child safety 

Improve regular 
planting/tree maintenance 

Child-accessible water fountain Upgrade toilet facilities Maintain shady tree canopy 

Encourage Refurbish community map at traffic Plantings on adjacent roads 
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Use Maintain/renew Landscape  

artists/farmers/community 
markets 

light corner and Patterson 
memorial 

to link with Park 

Allow on-lead dog walking Maintain Mother’s Seat Introduce indigenous 
plantings 

Enforce ‘no dogs’ regulation Remove graffiti from 
tables/structures 

Prohibit large-scale events 
that damage landscape 

Provide undercover seating for 
wet weather 

Remove RSL buildings and war 
memorial connections 

Regulate events to prevent 
landscape damage 

 Reconfigure lighting Plantings to reflect original 
design intent 

Removal of the pergola 

In 2014, the pergola between Victoria Park and the IGA carpark was removed.  Question 11 
asked participants ‘Did you notice the pergola between Victory Park and the IGA carpark was 
removed last year?’ A total of 83 individuals responded to this question, of which 71 (or 86%) 
stated ‘Yes’, while 12 (14%) said ‘No’.  This indicates that the majority of individuals surveyed 
noticed its absence, however; its value as a feature of the Park was not tested. 

Additional comments  

In Question 12, participants were asked if there were any other ideas or comments about the 
future of Victory Park that they would like to contribute.  46 individuals responded to this 
question, mostly reiterating points that were important to them, already captured in previous 
answers.  Consistent remarks centred on a need for succession planting, ongoing maintenance, 
as well as upholding a balance between community use and appropriate conservation measures 
for the historic Park.  One respondent provided a comment that appropriately incorporates all 
of these elements: 

‘The RSL and elder members of Castlemaine need to be re-connected with the youth and young families of 
this town, to imagine a better version of the park, one where children are safe and engaged, a place where 
people can rest and be re-invigorated, and a place where amazing things can happen, a place where people 
can connect with not only the past but also the future.  Art and performance, talking and communication, 
movement, dance and interaction are the best way to do this.’ (Respondent 84) 

Ten respondents also indicated that they would like to see the pergola, or a similar structure, be 
re-established.  A small proportion of individuals who responded to this question made 
specific reference to the Park’s status as a military memorial, highlighting that this aspect is 
somewhat overshadowed by its other uses: 

‘Have never thought the association with military service was overt, despite the name and proximity of RSL 
and canons I had never made the link… If this aspect is important it would be good to make this more 
obvious in some fashion.’ (Respondent 23) 
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5.4 Conclusion of social values assessment 

A total of six individuals participated in the community workshop held in December, 
comprising representatives of the CWA, Farmers Market, Rotary Club and Mount Alexander 
Shire.   

All 93 participants in the online survey were either residents of Castlemaine or elsewhere in 
Mount Alexander Shire.  The age range of those who participated in the online survey was 
heavily concentrated on the 25-39 and 50-59 and 60-69 age groups, followed closely by the 40-
49 age range,.  This result is consistent with 2011 census records that show a median age of 48 
in Castlemaine.  Youths under the age of 25, one of the Park’s foremost user-groups, were 
lacking in the survey pool and therefore comprise an important perspective that is missing 
from response data.   

The majority of survey and workshop participants were not market stall holders or traders in 
Castlemaine’s Central Business District, lessening the likelihood of economically-driven bias in 
individual responses.   

When comparing outputs from the workshop and survey, a number of themes were 
consistently raised by respondents, highlighting three key areas of community value attributed 
to Victory Park: 

 Central location 

 Use versatility 

 Aesthetic qualities. 

The consultation data indicates that Victory Park’s primary social value lies in its provision of 
open, green, public space in the centre of Castlemaine, as well as the opportunity it offers for a 
diversity of uses, especially as a public meeting and gathering place.   

In the workshop and through the survey responses, participants recognised that some of the 
aspects that they valued about Victory Park were put at risk by the impacts that result from 
uses and activities – such as large-scale events - that are in themselves highly valued. 
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6 WHY IS VICTORY PARK SIGNIFICANT?  

6.1 Introduction 

The Australia ICOMOS Charter for Places of Cultural Significance, The Burra Charter, defines 
‘cultural significance’ as: 

...  aesthetic, historic, scientific, social, or spiritual value for past, present or future generations. 

The Burra Charter further clarifies that: 

Cultural significance is embodied in the place itself, its fabric, setting, use, associations, meanings, records, 
related places and related objects.  Places may have a range of values for different individuals or groups. 

This chapter provides an assessment against the recognised criteria for the assessment of 
heritage places, endorsed by the Heritage Council of Victoria in 2008 (below).  It then sets out 
a revised statement of significance for Victory Park. 

6.2 Criteria 

The 1997 CMP prepared a Statement of Significance, which is included in Section 5.3 below.  
Since 1997, it has become practice to link each reason for a place’s heritage significance to one 
or more from a list of standard heritage criteria.   

The first set of heritage criteria in common use were the longstanding Australian Heritage 
Commission criteria for the Register of the National Estate.  They were superseded by the 
streamlined Heritage Council Criteria for the Assessment of Cultural Heritage Significance 
(HERCON) which were put forward at the 1998 Conference on Heritage and adopted for use 
by the Heritage Council of Victoria in 2008.  The criteria are as follows: 

Criterion A: 
Importance to the course, or pattern, of our cultural or natural history. 

Criterion B: 
Possession of uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of our cultural or natural history. 

Criterion C: 
Potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of our cultural or natural 
history. 

Criterion D: 
Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of cultural places and 
objects. 

Criterion E: 
Importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics.   

Criterion F: 
Importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement at a particular 
period. 

Criterion G: 
Strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for social, cultural 
or spiritual reasons.  This includes the significance of a place to Indigenous peoples as part of 
their continuing and developing cultural traditions. 

Criterion H: 
Special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of importance in 
our history. 
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6.3 Previous Statement of Significance 

The statement of significance below is reproduced from the 1997 Conservation Management 
Plan, prepared by Allom Lovell and Associates (p.86) 

Victory Park, bounded by Mostyn, Barker and Forrest Streets and the Castlemaine Market Reserve, is of 
local historical and social significance because of its association with the citizens of Castlemaine.  It is 
demonstrative of a number of strands of the wider history of Australia and Victoria, as it has evolved in 
Castlemaine, and is a place of local social value.   

The name and theme of the park reflect the strong feeling of collective devastation at the loss of life or injury 
felt by communities throughout Australia, following World Wail where few families were not affected.  
Victory Park is typical of the many monuments which took varying forms and which were developed by, and 
for, people to gather at for dawn services and after Anzac Day marches.  The memorial park and garden 
concept was similar to the settings provided for cemeteries on foreign soil by the Imperial War Graves 
Commission.  Since the original concept the memorial aspect of the park has been extended to subsequent 
wars. 

Even before its creation, the site of Victory Park was a commercial and social focal point in Castlemaine, 
being pan the original market reserve and the site of the cattle yards.  By the end of the nineteenth century, 
the site had also come to be associated with commemoration, being the place chosen to erect a memorial 

drinking fountain to J B Patterson, one−time member for Castlemaine and Premier of Victoria.  While the 
catalyst for the creation of Victory Park out of the market reserve was undoubtedly World War I, the park 
has also facilitated a convergence of memorials to ordinary civilians and prominent citizens who have served 
Castlemaine.  Located in the centre of the town, it has also remained a public focal point and meeting place 
for special and community events and also casual passive recreation.  Within Victory Park three elements 
are of individual significance.  The two German field guns are increasingly rare survivors of a once common 
type of war trophy.  The RSSILA Memorial Hall may be the first club rooms purpose built by the 
RSSILA after World War land the J B Patterson Memorial Drinking Fountain is significant both as a 
splendid example of a nineteenth century drinking fountain and a monument erected to a Victorian 
Premier. 

6.4 Assessment of significance 

Criterion A.  Importance to the course or pattern of Victoria's cultural history. 

 Of historical significance for its long association with the people of Castlemaine. 

 As a memorial to those who served in World War One. 

 Victory Park is of local historical significance for its location as part of the Castlemaine 
market square that was established with the survey of the town in 1852. 

 The park contains a diverse range of memorials, plaques, war trophies and service club 
structures which demonstrate various strands of Australia's history and community 
culture as it has evolved in Castlemaine. 

Criterion B Possession of uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of Victoria’s cultural history 

 The German field guns are rare examples of their type, as a war trophy. 

Criterion C Potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of our cultural or natural 
history. 

 Not applicable. 

Criterion D Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of cultural places and objects. 

 Includes a number of principal characteristics of public parks from the early interwar 
period, including large areas of lawn, winding paths enclosing key areas, deciduous 
European trees set in lawn, enclosing perimeter garden beds. 
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 Located in a central place, demonstrating the importance of public access and 
remembrance for memorial gardens and parks. 

Criterion E Importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics.   

 As an example of an early twentieth century municipal ornamental garden in the Mount 
Alexander Shire. 

 The design is deliberate, the northern lawn providing a deliberate open space adjacent to 
the RSSILA building, to allow for holding commemorative events and services, and as a 
parade ground; while the southern lawn is deliberately planted as a contemplative 
passive space for sitting and quiet enjoyment. 

 The design of the MacAfee Shelter, which provides a distinctive local landmark 

Criterion G Strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for social, cultural or 
spiritual reasons.  This includes the significance of a place to Indigenous peoples as part of their continuing and 
developing cultural traditions. 

 Important local gathering place from the early twentieth century (as the Market 
Gardens, pre Victory Park) to the present day 

 Strong associations with most of the local Castlemaine community as a place to gather 
for social, cultural and commemorative purposes 

Criterion H Special association with the life or works of a person of group of persons, of importance in 
Victoria's history. 

 Associations with a variety of important local identities, as evidenced by the plaques 
located in the park 

 Association with those who have served in conflict from Castlemaine and District 

6.4.1 Assessment of Significance 

Victory Park is of Local significance to the Mount Alexander Shire, and particularly, the people 
of Castlemaine.  It is not considered to be significant to the State of Victoria. 

It clearly meets the threshold for local significance for the following criteria:  A, B, D, E, G, 
and H 

6.5.  Discussion  

6.5.1: War Memorials 

World War One had an enormous impact on Australian society.  Few families or communities 
in a country with such a small population failed to be touched by tragedy.  One citizen in every 
seven went overseas for active service, 60,000 people died and more than half of those who 
returned were wounded.  Communities felt the collective devastation of loss of life or injury, 
particularly since recruiting methods were localised and volunteers from towns or regions 
remained together for the duration.  None of the dead were shipped home to Australia.  A 
substitute for visiting graves which were on the other side of the world therefore had to be 
found.  There was a need to record names, a need for places to lay wreaths to help people 
express and assuage their grief and to entreat remembrance from the living and from posterity.  
Civic leaders wanted to provide reassurance in symbol and in word that those deaths had 
meaning that men had died for country and empire, for freedom, for justice, for humanity, 
sometimes for God. 

Monuments were developed for people to gather at for dawn services and Anzac Day marches.  
Communities each chose what seemed to be the appropriate design for memorials.  These took 
many forms including statues, obelisks, columns, rotundas, crosses, towers, clock towers, 
captured artillery, honour rolls, arches, and tree plantings, avenues of honour, memorial parks, 
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memorial halls, memorial gardens, drinking fountains, gates and ornamental fountains.  
Memorials proliferated and in the Melbourne area alone exceeded 1,000 in number. 

The memorial park and garden concept was similar to the settings provided for cemeteries 
foreign soil by the Imperial War Graves Commission.  Symbolism was expressed through the 
choice of exclusively exotic plant species which had traditional associations of melancholy or 
which represented the flora of the regions of conflict.  Such vegetation included pines, such as 
Lone Pine plantings of Pinus brutia at Ballarat Botanical Gardens, Warrnambool, Wattle Park 
(Burwood), Italian cypress, yew, weeping willows, limes and poppies.  Few of the memorials 
were contained in cemeteries as it was felt that they required more conspicuous sites.  
Locations included busy streets or prominent intersections, public parks or outside public 
buildings such as town halls, post offices, railway stations, schools and churches. 

6.4.2: Victory Park 

Siting 

Victory Park met several of the criteria for a conspicuous site.  The park was adjacent to the 
main shopping centre and the market area and it was surrounded by busy streets at the 
intersection of two important roads. 

A War Memorial 

The dedication of the area adjacent to the new RSSILA hall, which may be the first of its type 
erected after World War One, provided and area for a cenotaph and flagpole and for 
ceremonies and Anzac Day memorial services which was enhanced by flower beds.  It also 
provided a site for the display of captured war trophies and for the installation of memorials to 
individual servicemen. 

Design and Plantings 

The design of Victory Park by W J Williams, curator of the Castlemaine Botanical Gardens, 
can be compared with his work in remodelling the southern portion and entry area to the 
Gardens.  The design is a typical product of the Federation or Edwardian period of 1890 to 
1920.  Williams appeared to have been influenced by the principles of the informal landscape 
design school as espoused by William Robinson (U.K.), in addition to Guilfoyle and C. Bogue 
Luffman in Australia.  Asymmetrical layouts were intended to promote a naturalistic character.  
Similarities can be seen in both gardens with sweeping curves of gravel pathways lined with 
borders of carefully planted standard roses under planted with popular annuals.  In both 
Victory Park and the Botanical Gardens the planting beds are separated from pathways by 
strips of lawn.  Majestic deciduous trees, principally elms, line the pathways in informal 
avenues.  The trees and pathways frame expanses of lawn basically uncluttered by planting 
beds.  It is interesting to note that the site proposed for the bandstand in Victory Park in 1931 
was that 'occupied by a circular bed of Cannas in the larger lawn near Forest Street'. 

While the Botanic Gardens contain a large fountain and some rustic arbours over pathways, 
these elements appear to have been missing from Victory Park.  The small steel arbours with 
climbing plants were a later addition to the entrances of Victory Park.  The J B Patterson 
memorial drinking fountain, which predated the park, provided a strong focus at the corner, 
which was later emulated in the 1950s by the MacAfee Pergola at the south−west corner. 

The park layout is quite informal without a central element or focal point but the various 
portions are held together by the encircling gravel pathway.  Perimeter planting would have 
been influenced in 1920 by the existing Washingtonia palms which provided a strong theme to 
the edge of the park.  The use of palm species was a planting fashion of the 1920's.  Williams 
had proposed that the Washingtonia palms should be replaced by Canary Island palms as early 
as 1919.  The perimeter planting subsequently implemented after removal of the palms is weak 
but is reinforced, on the west side at least, by the enclosure provided by continuous hedges. 

At the time of its creation, Victory Park was enclosed by a timber picket fence.  Italian 
cypresses combined with the extensive use of roses provided the symbolism referred to above 
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and have traditional associations with cemeteries and memorial parks; however these were also 
common elements found in garden design of the period. 

Use and Focus 

The original purpose for the park was to provide as memorial garden associated with the 
RSSILA hall and cenotaph and to serve as a gathering place for memorial ceremonies.  In 
1920, playgrounds were not considered to be a suitable activity to be included in the park 
however, over time the intent and use of the park has been modified and even as early as 1929 
the council had been considering the possible inclusions of play equipment. 

Conclusions 

As it did originally when part of the market, the site remains a focal point in the town and a 
community gathering place.  Subsequently its role changed to that of a memorial park to 
honour those who died in the First World War and Victory Park was one of many memorials 
erected in almost every town and suburb in Australia.  Memorials to servicemen killed in other 
wars have since been erected, in addition to memorials to prominent civilians, in appreciation 
of their public service to Castlemaine.  In parallel, the recreation function of the park has been 
developed with the addition of a bandstand, barbecues and comfort station and the community 
aspect has been promoted through the addition of service club structures and picnic facilities. 
 
More recently, the park supports local community recreational pursuits being the venue for 
biennial festivals and public events.  Today, Victory Park is demonstrative of a number of 
strands of local history, as it has evolved, and is a place of social value in the local context. 
 

6.6 Revised Statement of significance 

What is Significant? 

Victory Park, located within the former Castlemaine Market Square, is bounded by Mostyn, 
Barker and Forest Streets as well as the former Frederick Street (now the Market Carpark) to 
the east.  Victory Park dates from c.1921, and retains a number of elements which date from 
the 1921 design, including the layout of the northern and southern lawns, the path network, 
mature deciduous trees on the southern lawn and perimeter garden beds; the 1921 RSSILA 
building, flag poles and four ‘war trophy’ field guns.  Later layers of design which are important 
include slate and stone edging, with inset seating on the Mostyn and Barker Street perimeter 
(c.1928); steel arbors and slate paving on these two frontages (c.1930s), the MacAfee structure 
and associated hard landscaping works on the corner of Barker and Forest Streets (c.1953) 
colloquially known as the ‘Koala shelter’.  A granite war memorial located in front of the 
RSSILA building (c.1950s) and later granite slabs with memorial plaques (c1990) are also 
considered significant. 

A number of new buildings, including the Ray Bradfield Rooms, a toilet block and a modern 
barbeque and barbeque shelter are of nil significance.   

How is it Significant? 

Victory Park Castlemaine is of historic, aesthetic, and social significance to the Mount 
Alexander Shire. 

Why is it Significant? 

Victory Park Castlemaine is of historical significance for its long use and association as a place 
for the community of Castlemaine to gather, protest, commemorate and celebrate.  Firstly, as a 
commercial market space, then as the Market Gardens and later as Victory Park, it has 
continued this function from the late nineteenth century through until today.  It is of further 
historical significance as an important and prominent memorial to those from the district who 
served in World War One, and continues to be a place of remembrance for all those who have 
served in Australian forces in the field of conflict.  The range of memorials, plaques, war 
trophies and service club structures and community facilities within the park demonstrate the 
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historical and continued importance of the place to a range of groups within the community.  
(Criterion A and G) 

It is an unusually complete memorial space, housing the memorial park, the RSSILA building, 
war trophies and a range of war memorials from 1921 to the current day.  The German field 
guns, brought back by Australian forces in World War One as trophies are rare surviving 
examples of their type (Criterion B). 

The Park demonstrates some of the principal characteristics of a public park from the 
Edwardian/early Interwar period, including large areas of lawn divided and encircled by gravel 
paths, mature deciduous European trees set into lawn, the remains of a ‘sense of enclosure’ (at 
least on the Barker Street frontage).  War memorials and memorial gardens were located in 
centrally accessible spaces within a township or settlement.  The choice to use the central 
Market Gardens as the location for the memorial Victory Park is an important indicator of the 
significance of the memorial in 1921 (Criterion D). 

The aesthetic values of the place are evident in the design of the landscape with two large 
lawns, one intended to remain an open space, and the other planted with European deciduous 
trees.  The open northern lawn was deliberately designed to remain clear to allow a space for 
gathering, commemorating and celebrating, but also as a parade ground – a function for which 
it was used until after World War Two.  The southern lawn perimeter was planted with shady 
trees, to provide a restful space for relaxation and passive recreation – which continues today.  
The perimeter plantings are also a key aesthetic feature of the place.  The MacAfee shelter (the 
Koala Shelter) is of aesthetic significance as an important local landmark, located on the corner 
of Forest and Barker Street (Criterion E). 

Victory Park has strong associations with the whole of the Castlemaine community.  The space 
has been well used as a place for commerce, meeting, gathering, protesting, celebrating, 
commemorating and events from the 1880s, and that use continues today.  The place has 
strong associations with those who have served in conflict for Australia, as a memorial park 
and landscape, and for the members of the RSSILA, who are located within the park.  
(Criterion G) 

The park has further social value for its associations with a variety of important local people, as 
evidenced by the plaques and memorial structures within the park.  (Criterion H).   

6.7 Significance 

While the whole of Victory Park is considered to have local heritage significance, some 
elements within the site are of greater or lesser cultural heritage value.  The following rationale 
has been adopted for the relative significance of areas and fabric.  This is graphically 
represented though the Plan below (Plan 1). 

6.7.1 Levels of Significance 

High quality and largely intact design elements, built elements, plantings or areas which have a 
high level of integrity to the c1921 design.   

Generally, these elements/fabric or areas: 

 contribute in a fundamental way to an understanding of Victory Park, and/or 

 are predominantly intact in overall form and/or fabric; or 

 are part of the c1921 design, or a later layer of design which adds historic value. 

These may include elements or spaces which have: 

 undergone alterations or degradation but retain a sufficient amount of intactness 
and/or  integrity to demonstrate original form, fabric and/or elements; or 

 has undergone change and that change contributes to its cultural significance; or 
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 has undergone sympathetic restoration works; or  

 has been reconstructed to its original form and location through a combination of 
archaeological and documentary evidence; or 

 was part of a larger design element  which is no longer intact, but the remaining fabric 
is still able to demonstrate the values of that element; or 

 although alteration has occurred to the space or to the element, it continues to 
contribute to the understanding of the overall cultural significance of the place. 

Contributory  

Areas, buildings, plantings, spaces or elements which are typical of the original design intent (as 
a public garden from the late Edwardian/early Interwar period). 

Generally, these elements/fabric or areas 

 make a contribution to the overall design but are not associated with the period of 
most significance for the area (c.1921); or 

 are of a secondary nature in the understanding of the cultural significance of Victory 
Park . 

These may also be elements which 

 now make a contribution to the landscape but were not part of the original design 
intent (a later layer), or have a reduced degree of integrity; or 

 have undergone substantial alteration but contribute to the significance of the area 
through its association with the original built form or design intent. 

Nil significance (may be neutral or intrusive) 

An element or area that has undergone complete alteration and retains no ability to 
demonstrate original built form, design intent, fabric, or which has never made any 
contribution to the significance of Victory Park. 

A neutral element is one which does not contribute in any way, but does not detract from the 
significance either. 

Alternatively, a place of nil significance may be something which would otherwise be 
considered of significance, but its integrity is so reduced, and there is a lack of documentary, 
oral or other sources to provide a clear association, value or meaning for the element or place.   

An intrusive element is one which does not contribute in any way to the understanding of the 
place, but actively prohibits or confuses the key views, understanding or is presenting risk to 
other important elements of the place.   

6.7.2 Significance of individual elements 

Significant elements 

 RSSILA Memorial Hall 

 War Memorial 

 JB Patterson Memorial Drinking Fountain 

 Slate Paving at entrance points 

 Gravel path layout 

 War Trophy Guns 

 Northern Lawn layout  

 Tree 58 (on Northern Lawn) 
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 Southern Lawn layout 

 Trees 1,9,10,12,17,23,24,25,60 (on Southern Lawn) 

 English Elm (Tree 37) on the corner of Barker and Mostyn Streets 

Contributory elements 

 Barker Street Garden Beds – layout and location (Bed H [extension], Bed I and J) 

 Garden Bed K, L & M - layout and location 

 Canary Island Palm (Tree 29) and Lemon Scented Gum (Tree 36)  

 McAfee Shelter and Tourist Map 

 Flagpoles in front of RSSILA Memorial Hall 

 Steel Arbors on Barker Street an Mostyn Street 

 Perimeter Stone Walls on Mostyn, Forest and Barker Streets 

 Memorial Plaques located throughout the Park 

 War Memorial Gardens and Plaques 

Neutral elements 

 Ray Bradfield Building 

 Comfort Station/Toilet Block 

 Kruger Bird Bath 

 Playground and equipment 

 Maia – the Mother seat 

 Lighting 

 Garden Seats 

 Picnic Tables and Seats 

 Forest Street Garden Beds layout and planting (Beds C & D) 

 East Boundary Garden Beds (Beds A1, A2 & B) 

 Corner entrance Garden Beds – Barker and Forest Streets layout and planting (Beds 
E, F, G) 

 Planting in Garden Beds K, L & M 

 Car Park / RSSILA Garden Beds and plantings (Beds O & P) 

 Street Trees in Barker Street (Trees 18, 19, 20, 21, 30, 31, 32, 35) 

 Street Trees in Forest Street (Trees 3, 6, 7, 8, 13) 

 All other trees within Victory Park not mentioned as significant, contributory or 
intrusive. 

Intrusive elements 

 BBQ Shelter 

 Rubbish Bins 

 Trees in Northern Lawn (Trees 26, 27, 59, 57, 56, 55, 46, 45) 
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Plan 3 - Significance of Elements at Victory Park 
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7. KEY FACTORS SHAPING POLICY 

Victory Park was established in its current form approximately 100 years ago, to form a 
memorial park in the centre of Castlemaine, honouring those who served and fell in World 
War One.  It has evolved into a cultural landscape which represents a variety of heritage values, 
including aesthetic, historic and social values at the local level. 

The heritage values of the Park (described in Section 4 and 5) result in constraints and 
opportunities that may apply to the future use and management of the place.  These must be 
taken into account in the formulation of conservation policies for Victory Park. 

This section sets out the factors that should be taken into account in the development of a 
conservation policy for Victory Park.  It includes issues for the place that arise from its 
significance, ownership and management, and operation as a council park. 

7.1 Client views 

7.1.1 Aspirations 

Mount Alexander Shire would like the opportunity to undertake new works in the form of 
redesigning the south east corner of Victory Park, possibly construct new playground facilities 
– Victory Park has been identified as a potential  ‘District Play Space’ in the Mount Alexander 
Play Space Strategy 2014-2024 (included in Appendix 5 to this report).  There is also an aspiration 
to re-consider how Victory Park relates to the commercial area of Moyston Street and the 
Market Carpark to the east.   A Master Plan to guide this development should be developed in 
order to meet these aspirations while taking a variety of considerations, including heritage 
values into account.   

7.1.2 Resources 

The three key resources for maintaining Victory Park are water, staff and funding.  Council has 
identified that there is a limited amount of funding and staff time which is able to be devoted 
to Victory Park.   

The Parks and Gardens budget provides for the maintenance of numerous public open spaces, 
as well as park and street trees across the municipality.  The monetary and human resource to 
provide this service is limited. 

With a changing climate, the availability of a reliable water source is essential in providing a 
garden and park to a standard that fulfils the community’s expectations while reflecting the 
period and style of Victory Park.  Irrigation is currently sourced from potable water and 
supplementary water is available from a natural spring (now a well) located in the carpark to 
the rear of the former Market Building if required.  The irrigation needs for Victory Park are 
not more than can be drawn from the regular sources.  However, climate change is a 
considerable concern, and there is a desire to ensure that all public open spaces are as ‘drought 
proof’ as possible.  Projected climatic changes will see not only a reduction in the availability of 
potable water, but may result in an increase in the air temperature, which could lead to the 
decline of certain species. 

Planning for the future by considering species which are appropriate for the history and values 
of Victory Park, but also are able to meet the changing projected climate conditions is essential 
to the continuing survival of this place. 

7.2 Opportunities and constraints arising from significance 

Victory Park and the adjacent Patterson Memorial Fountain are located within an urban 
precinct that includes a range of Victorian shops and commercial premises, residences and the 
former Castlemaine Market buildings and land.  The heritage precinct is known as The 
Castlemaine Central Conservation Area and is included on the Schedule to the Heritage 
Overlay of the Mount Alexander Planning Scheme as HO667.  Patterson Memorial Fountain is 
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also included on the Victorian Heritage Register, which recognises it as one of the most 
important heritage places within the State of Victoria.   

The assessment included in Section 5 of this report surmises that Victory Park is of local 
heritage significance in its own right, and has separate values which define it as an individually 
significant place within that precinct, which requires an individual listing within the Schedule to 
the Heritage Overlay. 

7.3 Legislation  

7.3.1 Heritage Legislation  

All municipalities in Victoria are covered by land use planning controls which are prepared and 
administered by state and local government authorities.  The legislation governing such 
controls is the Planning and Environment Act 1987 and as amended in 2000.  Places of 
significance to a locality can be protected by a Heritage Overlay through the local Planning 
Scheme.  Victory Park does not have its own individual Heritage Overlay, but is included in the 
Castlemaine Central Conservation Area (HO667) on the Heritage Overlay of the Mount 
Alexander Planning Scheme.   

The Schedule specifies that the following additional controls apply within this precinct: 

 External Paint controls; 

 Tree Controls;  and; 

 Outbuildings and fences. 

Even though the Council owns the land on which Victory Park is located, it is still required to 
apply for a planning permit to undertake works under Clause 43.01 ‘Heritage Overlay’ of the 
Planning Scheme (included in Appendix 1 of this report).   The exception to this is in 
undertaking works which comply with Clause 62.02-1 under ‘General Provisions’ at Clause 62 
of the Planning Scheme (Appendix 2). 

The Heritage Schedule of the Mount Alexander Planning Scheme lists the Patterson Memorial 
Drinking Fountain as HO570.  No specific controls apply as Council is required to refer any 
applications for works that involve changes to the place to Heritage Victoria. 

State government 

As a place on the Victorian Heritage Register (VHR H1388) all works to the Patterson 
Memorial Drinking Fountain, apart from those with specific permit exemptions are subject to 
the requirements of the Heritage Act 1995.  The Victorian Heritage Council is responsible for 
approving changes to the place, while the Shire of Mount Alexander acts as a referral authority 
in this matter.   

Permits are required for anything that alters the structure, including repairs, demolition, 
relocation or conservation.  Currently, the following works to Patterson Memorial Fountain 
are exempt from heritage permits:  

(Classes of works or activities which may be undertaken without a permit under 
Part 4 of the Heritage Act 1995) 

General Conditions: 
All exempted alterations are to be planned and carried out in a manner which prevents damage 
to the fabric of the registered place or object.  Should it become apparent during further 
inspection or the carrying out of alterations that original or previously hidden or inaccessible 
details of the place or object are revealed which relate to the significance of the place or object, 
then the exemption covering such alteration shall cease and the Executive Director shall be 
notified as soon as possible. 
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If there is a conservation policy and plan approved by the Executive Director, all works shall 
be in accordance with it.  Nothing in this declaration prevents the Executive Director from 
amending or rescinding all or any of the permit exemptions. 

Nothing in this declaration exempts owners or their agents from the responsibility to seek 
relevant planning or building permits from the responsible authority where applicable. 

Minor repairs and maintenance which replace like with like. 

Repairs to plumbing provided that they do not damage the fabric of the 
fountain. 

Laying or removal of concrete or bitumen paving within the registered land. 

Local government 

Under the Planning and Environment Act 1987, Mount Alexander Shire Council has an obligation 
to protect and conserve all places which are identified as having cultural heritage values on 
private and public land, as identified by their inclusion in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay. 

For all places within the Heritage Overlay, a permit must be sought to undertake the following: 

 Subdivide land. 

 Demolish or remove a building. 

 Construct a building or construct or carry out works, including: 

o A solar energy facility attached to a building that primarily services the land on which 
it is situated if the services are visible from a street (other than a lane) or public park. 

o A rainwater tank if the rainwater tank is visible from a street (other than a lane) or 
public park. 

o A fence 

 Road works and street furniture other than: 

o Traffic signals, traffic signs, fire hydrants, parking meters, post boxes and seating 

o Speed humps, pedestrian refuges and splitter islands where the existing footpaths or 
kerb and channel are not altered. 

o A pergola or verandah, including an open-sided pergola or verandah to a dwelling with 
a finished floor level not more than 800mm above ground level and a maximum 
building height of 3 metres above ground level. 

o A deck, including a deck to a dwelling with a finished floor level not more than 
800mm above ground level. 

o Non-domestic disabled access. 

o Bicycle pathways and trails. 

 Externally alter a building by structural work, rendering, sandblasting or in any other way. 

 Construct or display a sign. 

 Externally paint a building if the schedule to this overlay identifies the heritage place as 
one where external paint controls apply. 

 Externally paint an unpainted surface. 

 Externally paint a building if the painting constitutes an advertisement. 

 Internally alter a building if the schedule to this overlay identifies the heritage place as one 
where internal alteration controls apply. 
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 Carry out works, repairs and routine maintenance which change the appearance 
of a heritage place or which are not undertaken to the same details, specifications 
and materials. 

 Remove, destroy or lop a tree if the schedule to this overlay identifies the heritage 
place as one where tree controls apply.  This does not apply: 

o To any action which is necessary to keep the whole or any part of a tree clear 
of an electric line provided the action is carried out in accordance with a code 
of practice prepared under Section 86 of the Electricity Safety Act 1998. 

o If the tree presents an immediate risk of personal injury or damage to 
property. 

7.3.2 Other Legislation 

The Federal Disability Discrimination Act aims to protect people with disabilities from 
discrimination in a range of areas including employment, education and access to facilities and 
services.  In order to comply with the Act there should be no barriers to places that are 
accessed by the public.  The buildings which are publicly accessible within the Victory Park 
study area have had modifications made to ensure that they provide equality of access.   

Victory Park is has only two entrance points which are readily accessible to those with a 
disability - from the area adjacent to the Ray Bradfield Rooms, via Forest or Moyston Streets 
or, the entrance on the corner of Moyston Street and Barker Streets.   

The path surfacing and edging is generally acceptable and safe for disabled access and allows 
transition from one space to another for people with a disability. 

The existing playground edging creates a barrier to people with a disability accessing the 
playground facilities and does not provide equal opportunity to participate in this aspect of the 
park’s use.   

7.4 Principles and guidelines 

The Burra Charter sets a standard of practice for those who provide advice, make decisions 
about, or undertake works to places of cultural significance, including owners, managers and 
custodians.  The Australia ICOMOS Charter for Places of Cultural Significance (The Burra Charter) 
and its Guidelines are the key documents guiding the management of places of cultural value.   

7.4.1 Demonstrating the Burra Charter process  

The Charter’s diagram (below, at figure 20) shows the typical sequence of investigations, 
decisions, and actions in the conservation process.  Decisions taken for one part of Victory 
Park may impact on another.  The process encourages thinking that considers the whole place 
and all of its heritage values to be considered.   

Understanding cultural significance comes first, then development of policy and finally 
management of the place in accordance with the policy. 

Heritage values are not static and change over time, leading to different management decisions.  
Decisions taken in the past are evident in the physical fabric of Victory Park today.  Changes in 
circumstances, new information or perspectives may require change in the way the place is 
managed in the future, and possibly some reiteration of the Burra Charter process.   
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Figure 20  Burra Charter Process 

7.5 Use 

As set out in the history and the social values assessment, Victory Park has been a key place for the 
people of Castlemaine to gather, commemorate, participate in events and recreate for over 100 years.  
The function of Victory Park has changed over time.  The place is no longer viewed as an important 
place which commemorates those who served and fell in World War One, and as a parade ground and 
place to commemorative war service.  Rather, it is now valued for its aesthetic and social values, which 
determine its use as a traditional ‘Market Square’ or central gathering space within Castlemaine, as well 
as a public park. 

The use of Victory Park in recent years has not diminished, but increased, with the advent of regular 
markets, annual/biannual festivals being held on site (attracting large numbers of visitors over a short 
period of time), as well as an increased appreciation of the recreational value of the place and use by 
the local community as well as visitors and others. 

The changing value, perception, use and visitor intensity over the decades has led to a number of 
changes to Victory Park, some of which are intrusive and negative, including the damage of trees, 
grasses and plantings by overuse, stress and fabric damage during periods of high intensity, the loss of 
some important elements – such as the memorial fence along Forest Street, the parade ground fronting 
Moyston Street, the original park furniture, and loss of trees and garden bed planting styles.  New 
structures and elements, some of which have an  intrusive or neutral impact on the place have also 
been introduced, such as the new BBQ shelter, the Ray Bradfield Rooms and public toilets, new 
memorials, new park furniture and new plantings. 
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Considering the social significance of Victory Park, the continuing use as a community space 
for meeting, commemorating and recreating is important and should be supported. 

One of the key regular low-impact uses identified is the use of existing play equipment by 
children and young families.  This use is considered important as it ensures a broad 
demographic of the local community develop associations with the place.  This use forms part 
of the social significance of the park.  There is an opportunity to build on this use while 
conserving the heritage values of Victory Park by establishing new play facilities within the 
park.  It has been identified that there are key areas where re-development is appropriate, and 
these can be utilised – designing a new play area with a range of unobtrusive ‘natural’ materials 
in this area will achieve this objective. 

Public access to the RSSILA Building and the Ray Bradfield Rooms should continue to be 
encouraged. 

7.6 Visitor and public access 

Victory Park is a space used by locals, visitors, nearby office workers and traders.  As one of 
the most visited public spaces in Castlemaine, suitable policies are required to ensure that the 
conservation of heritage values of the place are balanced with the need for the place to evolve 
with its users. 

While access to Victory Park is generally unrestricted to the public, the existing entrance on the 
south east corner from the Market Carpark and Forest Street is an issue.  The current entrance 
is located between the Ray Bradfield building and the barbeque pavilion (both modern 
structures).  A large timber pergola planted with Wisteria was formerly in this location, and 
provided a visual screen between the carpark area and Victory Park.  The redevelopment of 
this area is under consideration, including whether it should remain a public entrance to 
Victory Park. 

The park was not designed to be entered from this location; the entrance on the corner of 
Forest Street was used.  The current design of new buildings around the Ray Bradfield rooms 
and toilets allows access into the park through the public toilet area.   

There are opportunities to restore and conserve this section of Victory Park. 

Victory Park has been regularly used for monthly farmer’s markets and artist’s markets, annual 
and bi-annual festivals, such as the Castlemaine State Festival, Village Festival, Twilight 
Market, Commemorative Day services (Anzac, Remembrance day) as well as other special 
events organised by organisations and community groups such as the Reclaim the Night rally, 
Teddy Bears Picnic and others for many years.  At times, the park may have 800 people 
assembled in it.   

There are significant impacts on the whole park by major events which encourage large 
numbers of visitors (annual, biannual, monthly or other).  Some events use heavy machinery or 
vehicles to access the site, stages and other structures are sometimes set up, extremely heavy 
foot traffic over short periods is experienced and plants and trees experience physical damage 
to the above and below ground fabric through mechanical and human impacts.  The principal 
issues are related to the effect that these uses have on the ageing significant trees located in the 
eastern section of the park, which experiences the heaviest use during events.   

Policy or guidance on appropriate use for events (including festivals and markets, as well as 
large community gatherings) should be developed to assist Council to govern the use of 
Victory Park for events, as well as to assist organisers in planning for such events.  The 
document should aim to ensure that the heritage values of Victory Park, and impacts of 
proposed events are appropriately considered.   

A balanced approach to the provision and management of activities should be adopted to 
maintain the quality of Victory Park’s environment, which is highly valued by the community.  
The carrying capacity of the place needs to be established to ensure that activities do not 
adversely impact the heritage values of Victory Park.   
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Unrestricted public access also makes the park vulnerable to vandalism and or theft of 
artwork/sculpture, park furniture and plants. 

The current path surface is rough and has cyclical (seasonal) problems with drainage, making access 
through sections of the park (particularly the western quadrant) difficult after heavy rain or during 
winter periods.  Access to pathways for people with disabilities and prams needs to be improved.  
Given the user profile to Victory Park includes a large number of young families and older people, the 
management of the park must reflect the provision of access as integral to the protection of its heritage 
value.   

7.7 Physical Condition 

Victory Park is well managed and maintained.  It is generally in good condition, although there are a 
number of issues, including: 

 Drainage – there is an issue with the drainage which is evident in pooling water in the western 
quadrant of the site.  It may be related to the Forest  Creek which originally ran through the 
Market Square site  

 Senescing trees – some of the large exotic deciduous trees are reaching the end of their useful 
life expectancy and will need to be managed carefully into the future. 

 Overuse - the primary threat to Victory Park is the intensive public use which it experiences 
throughout the year.  There are numerous events scheduled across the year, with a particularly 
intensive use occurring throughout the spring, summer and autumn months.  All of the use 
affects the site, to a varying degree.  Low level impact may be very limited and require little if 
any rectification restoration to the site afterwards, whereas high level impact can only be 
managed over time, and the damage is long term.  Extreme impact can have long term effects 
on the overall condition and health of the place. 

Uses can be categorised into the following impacts: 

 Low impact – where small groups of less than 50 people are using the area, no machinery or 
vehicles are entering the site and no special equipment is erected.  The use is less than 4 hours.   

 Medium level impact – groups of 50-250 people on the site at the one time, some low impact 
(chairs and tables, marquees etc.) equipment set up and some limited vehicle access.  The use is 
less than 8 hours 

 High level impact – groups of over 250 people on the site at the one time, high impact 
equipment, such as stages, commercial equipment, vehicles, food vans and heavy vehicular 
access required to site, electricity or generators required.  The use is more than 8 hours. 

 Extreme impact – large groups of over 1000 people for any period of time, or those which 
apply and consolidate heat on the site, such as those requiring generators or high electrical use 
lighting etc.   
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8 CONSERVATION POLICY AND MANAGEMENT PLAN 

8.1 Introduction 

The following conservation policy has been developed on the basis of the preceding 
assessment of the cultural significance of Victory Park as set out in the Statement of 
Significance.  The intention of the conservation policy is to provide direction and guidelines 
for the conservation and adaptation of the significant areas and elements within the Park, and 
the appropriate development of the site as a collective entity while retaining and maintaining its 
heritage values.   

The conservation policy includes both general and specific policies related to the significant 
spaces, elements and buildings / structures.  There are also recommended actions included 
within the policy sections for particular elements. 

8.2 Basis of Approach 

8.2.1 Statement of Policy 

The conservation policy has been developed to achieve a series of identifiable conservation 
related objectives and includes policies applying generally to the site, and to significant 
elements within it.  Having regard to the assessed significance of the place, the policies are 
framed to: 

 maintain a sense of the history of the site, as an Interwar memorial garden reserve in 
the centre of Castlemaine; 

 retain a sense of the Interwar planning and layout of the Park and of the fabric relating 
to this early phase in its history; 

 retain and conserve elements identified in the conservation analysis as being of 
primary and contributory significance; 

 maintain Victory Park as a place of passive recreation and social interaction; 

 enhance the memorial values of the place;  and 

 allow for well-considered change which melds with, rather than obliterates the values 
and attributes of Victory Park. 

8.3 Levels of Significance 

In the development of the conservation policy, consideration has been given to the levels of 
significance of the different elements within Victory Park. 

Three levels of significance have been assigned to the various components of the site: 
significant, contributory, and little or no (neutral) significance.  A small number of elements 
have been identified as intrusive 

Establishing such a hierarchy indicates where there is greater or lesser scope for adaptation and 
alteration of any given element without diminishing the overall significance of the place. 

8.3.1 Significant elements 

Elements which are considered are those which contribute in a fundamental way to an 
understanding of the cultural significance of the place as it exists.  They may be predominantly 
intact in form and fabric, and/or are particularly demonstrative of the original design with 
regard to form/layout or fabric.  As such, they should be retained and, if altered, then it should 
be done with minimal impact on the significant fabric. 

Elements of primary significance include: 
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 RSSILA Memorial Hall 

 War Memorial 

 JB Patterson Memorial Drinking Fountain 

 Slate Paving at entrance points 

 Gravel path layout 

 War Trophy Guns 

 Northern Lawn layout  

 Tree 58 (on Northern Lawn) 

 Southern Lawn layout 

 Trees 1,9,10,12,17,23,25 (on Southern Lawn) 

 English Elm (Tree 37) on the corner of Barker and Mostyn Streets 

 8.3.2 Elements of Contributory Significance 

Elements of contributory significance are those which are of a secondary or supportive nature in the 
understanding of the cultural significance of Victory Park.  While they contribute to the overall 
significance of the place, they are not of individual distinction with regard to original plan form, fabric 
or function. 

Elements of contributory significance should generally be retained; although there may be scope for 
alteration and adaptation, especially where there is the opportunity for restoration of an earlier 
significant feature.   

Elements of contributory significance include: 

 Barker Street Garden Beds – layout and location (Bed H [northern part], Bed I and J) 

 Garden Bed K, L & M - layout and location 

 Canary Island Palm (Tree 29) and Lemon Scented Gum (Tree 36), Deodar Cedars (Tree 60 
and Tree 24) 

 McAfee Shelter and Tourist Map 

 Flagpoles in front of RSSILA Memorial Hall 

 Steel Arbors on Barker Street an Mostyn Street 

 Perimeter Stone Walls on Mostyn, Forest and Barker Streets 

 Memorial Plaques located throughout the Park 

 War Memorial Gardens and Plaques 

 Kruger Bird Bath 

8.3.3 Elements of Little or No Significance 

Elements which are of neutral (little or no) significance include those which were originally minor in 
nature, contributing little to the cultural significance of the place, areas which have been so altered that 
they have lost any significance they might have otherwise had, or are of recent origins. 

Generally, they can be altered, adapted or removed as required. 

Elements of little no significance include: 

 Ray Bradfield Building 
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 Comfort Station/Toilet Block 

 Playground and equipment 

 Maia – the Mother seat and sculpture 

 Lighting 

 Garden Seats 

 Picnic Tables and Seats 

 Forest Street Garden Beds layout and planting (Beds C & D) 

 Entrances between Bed C and D and C and A2 on Forest Street 

 East Boundary Garden Beds (Beds A1, A2 & B, P, O) 

 Corner entrance Garden Beds – Barker and Forest Streets layout and planting (Beds 
E, F, G) 

 Planting in Garden Beds K, L & M 

 Car Park / RSSILA Garden Beds and plantings (Beds O & P) 

 Street Trees in Barker Street (Trees 18, 19, 20, 21, 30, 31, 32, 35) 

 Street Trees in Forest Street (Trees 3, 6, 7 ,8, 13) 

 Trees located elsewhere throughout Victory Park, not mentioned specifically as 
significant or contributory or intrusive. 

8.3.4 Intrusive Elements 

Intrusive elements are those which are considered to be intrusive and which have a negative 
impact upon the place. 

Intrusive elements include: 

 BBQ Shelter 

 Rubbish Bins 

 Trees in Northern Lawn (Trees 26, 27, 59, 57, 56, 55, 46, 45) 

8.4 General Conservation Policies 

The following general policies apply to Victory Park and are intended to provide an overall 
framework within which the specific policies for individual elements have been formulated 
(See policies at 8.5). 

8.4.1 Significant Elements 

Those factors which have been identified in the statement of significance as contributing 
to significance should be considered and inform the basis of all future works.  In 
undertaking any maintenance or conservation works or works to adapt the place to new 
uses, consideration should be given to the assessed significance of the place, including 
individual built and landscape elements and the impact of the works on that significance. 

All the future conservation and adaptation works which affect elements of significance 
should be carried out having regard for the principles of the Australia ICOMOS Burra 
Charter, 1999.  The guidelines contained in the Burra Charter should be used in 
determining the acceptability of any proposed works or adaptive uses .  Specific 
conservation objectives should include the retention and enhancement of existing cultural 
heritage values, the retention of identity and its contribution to a sense of place, the  
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retention of as much significant fabric and as many attributes as possible, restoration of significant 
fabric or elements and removal of intrusive accretions. 

Those elements identified as being of significance should be conserved in accordance with the 
specific conservation policies identified in this Conservation Plan.  Specific conservation policies 
have been provided for are significant or of contributory significance.  These policies should be 
observed when works are undertaken.  These policies allow for appropriate adaptive re-use and 
alteration of individual elements and spaces. 

8.4.2 Use and Public Access 

Future use of the place should have regard for those uses and values which have been identified in 
the statement of significance as contributing to its significance and should not detract from the 
identified cultural significance of the place. 

Given that Victory Park was established for, and has a long history of utilisation for 
commemoration of war service, passive recreation, meetings and events, it is key to its cultural 
significance that its use for this purpose be continued.  It should continue to be used primarily as 
the setting for commemoration, passive recreation and public and private community gatherings in 
accord with its original raison d’être.  It is essential that only events which do not pose an 
unacceptable risk to significant fabric be permitted. 

Victory Park should be maintained as a place for the people.  Accordingly, public access should be 
maintained at all times.  Existing areas of open lawn are to be retained, and intrusive elements 
removed to allow for a range of commemorative, passive recreational uses and activities. 

Should large public events take place in the Park, they should be monitored to ensure that the 
Significant fabric of Victory Park is not affected. 

It is policy to: 

 Establish guidelines for the events use of Victory Park.  This should include: 

o Events bonds which require the event organiser to make good any damage caused as a 
result of their event; 

o Agreement to provide secure fencing for particular elements of the place identified as 
significant for large or high risk events; 

o Definition of high, medium and low risk events – taking into account a series of 
considerations including public safety, heritage concerns, site access, crowd control 
etc.; 

o Ensure that any event organiser is familiar with this CMP, and the heritage values and 
fabric of the place; 

o Specify the types and size of events which are appropriate for Victory Park  and 

o Consider the number of visitors and events which can be undertaken in any one 
week/month without causing significant deterioration of the values and fabric of the 
place. 

 Encourage use of the Park by small groups on an irregular or regular basis. 
Regular or irregular use by small groups of up to 50 people will have little or no impact on the conservation of 
fabric or values of the place in the short, medium or long term. 

 Allow the use of Victory Park for medium sized events with a duration of less than 48 hours. 
A medium sized event would include access to the site by 100-800 people to the site in any 12 hour period. 

 Allow the use of Victory Park for large one-off, short term events, with no 
vehicular access provided. 
A large event may include access to the site by 500-3000 people in any 6 hour period. 

 Disallow vehicular access to the Park, except in the case of: 
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o Emergency services; 

o Council owned or contracted vehicles; 

o Where a vehicle is required to assist with providing site access for a person 
or persons with a physical disability.   

o Any other exceptional circumstance. 

 Disallow the erection of any temporary or permanent event related structures 
within the Tree Protection Zone of any tree identified as Significant (as defined 
by Australian Standard AS 4970-2009 ‘Protection of trees during construction’. 

 Disallow the affixing to or use of any element identified as Significant for any 
event. 

8.4.3 Repairs and Maintenance 

All future repairs and maintenance should be carried out in a manner consistent with the 
assessed significance of the place and the conservation policy.   

The approach should first be to maintain the Park and the site to ensure that the fabric 
does not deteriorate, and secondly to conserve significant existing fabric.  To achieve this, 
a cyclical inspection and maintenance programme should be instigated to ensure the park 
is kept in good physical condition and the fabric is not jeopardised.  Such a programme 
should initially concentrate on areas of the Gardens which have deteriorated or been 
compromised, particularly the boundary treatment, the site drainage and some lawn areas.   

Significant fabric should be conserved in accordance with the principles of the Burra 
Charter and the conservation policies contained in this Conservation Management Plan.  
In particular, where existing fabric needs to be renewed, the replacement generally should 
match the original in design, materials, construction and species unless there are strong 
overriding functional or environmental reasons for altering the original concept and 
approach.  If the original needs to be altered, then the new should match as closely as 
possible the original appearance and philosophy.  Generally this means replacing 
significant elements with like and allowing for horticultural and arboricultural 
requirements, public safety and amenity. 

Where there is an opportunity to re-instate ‘lost’ features of the gardens, this should be 
considered desirable only when there is clear evidence of an earlier important element, or 
if the original material still exists, in another location (for instance, seating, fencing and 
other furniture which has been relocated on other sites). 

This policy is intended to reinforce the original aesthetic qualities of  the Park and to 
promote it as a place of commemoration, relaxation, passive recreation and entertainment.  
Maintenance standards should be implemented which relate to lawn mowing heights and 
frequency, irrigation, leaf removal, rubbish collection and clearance of stormwater pits and 
drains.  Particular attention should continue to be given to lawn repair or replacement 
after events.  Shrubberies and garden beds require renovation at regular intervals; works 
may include pruning, shaping, and replacement of plants which are failing to thrive or 
which are horticulturally inappropriate. 

Generally, day-to-day maintenance work can be carried out in accordance with the 
conservation policies without reference to a conservation specialist .  However, major 
maintenance works or restoration works on significant items, should be undertaken with 
the advice of an appropriately qualified conservation practitioner, horticulturalist or 
arborist. 

8.4.5 Adaptation and New Works 

Adaptation of and new works to significant elements should not detract from the overall 
cultural significance of the place.  The primary conservation aim is the retention of their 
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significance, and consequently, any adaptation should involve minimal physical alteration 
to significant fabric, and should be sympathetic to its setting and surrounds.   

Changes which might be required should be made so as to avoid permanent intervention 
into areas and elements identified as Significant, and all changes and installations in these 
areas should be reversible when no longer required.  Works to elements of contributory or 
nil significance could be more extensive without substantial loss to the overall significance.  
In areas of contributory significance there is a preference for retaining original features as 
far as possible. 

No new structures should be erected along boundaries, which are to have a consistent 
planting treatment to create visual cohesion and restore lost elements of Victory Park .  See 
Policy 8.5.12 through 8.5.16. 

8.4.6 Fabric and Setting 

Period of Significance 

Future management of Victory Park should be undertaken having regard for the Post 
World War One origins of the place, and its re-development in the period 1928-1935, 
particularly relating to the period following the creation of a memorial park, but also for 
subsequent phases in its development. 

All elements identified as being Significant should be retained and conserved or reinstated 
where missing.  Landscape and built elements which are Significant should be retained or 
reinstated as part of the ongoing management of the place. 

All elements identified as being of contributory significance should preferably be retained 
and conserved, except when that conservation would impede works to re-instate or restore 
a Significant ‘lost’ element or feature.  Landscape and built elements of contributory 
significance make a lesser contribution to an understanding of the history and assessed 
significance of the place, however their retention and conservation is preferred. 

All elements identified as being of neutral significance could be retained or demolished as 
required.  These elements do not contribute to, or detract from, an understanding of the 
cultural heritage significance of Victory Park as a whole and their retention is not required 
for heritage reasons. 

All elements identified as being intrusive should preferably be removed from the 
landscape, or replaced, where essential, with more appropriate materials.  

8.4.7 Views and Vistas 

Victory Park was designed as an enclosed space, with tall Washington Palms forming a 
boundary, under planted with hedges which allowed filtered views through to the 
surrounding streets.  Much of the sense of enclosure has been lost through the removal of 
these key Significant elements.  Key views and vistas within the site are generally internal, 
between the two lawn spaces and along the path system, between the northern lawn and 
the RSSILA building and war memorial, although the planting of new trees in the northern 
lawn has disrupted this.   

Future management of the Park should seek to re-instate a sense of enclosure along the 
boundaries to enhance the internal views and vistas, and to reduce the visual interference 
from the busy surrounding streets and carpark.   No development should occur which 
would disrupt the existing internal views, and works should seek to re-instate views where 
they have been compromised. 

8.4.8 New Buildings and Elements 

Any new buildings and elements should be carefully sited and be of an appropriately 
understated scale, form and design.  Anything which has the potential to dominate the 
landscape of the park should not be contemplated as there is little capacity to add more 
built fabric without compromising the significance of the place. 
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The following general considerations should also apply: 

 Any new structure should be carefully sited and be of an appropriately 
understated, sensitive scale and form, and avoid interfering with significant fabric 
or restoration of earlier design elements (such as the re-instatement of a consistent 
planted boundary treatment). 

 Good contemporary design should be preferred over period-style or reproduction 
architecture except where there is sufficient information to reconstruct the 
original. 

 The erection or re-construction of the timber pergola, removed in 2014 is not 
encouraged. 
This structure had no heritage value, and community consultation identified that there were 
amenity values rather than social values associated with it .   
 
Community engagement identified that most respondents noticed the pergola’s removal however, 
those who were disappointed at its removal were concerned about the loss of shade, bike parking 
and visual connection it provided between the Market Carpark and Victory Park rather than a 
loss of cultural heritage values.  The concerns identified (loss of shade, bike parking and visual 
connection between the two spaces) can be managed successfully through other means, such as the 
boundary planting treatment proposed in Policy 8.5, and the addition of new bike parking areas 
adjacent to the Ray Bradfield building, or on the external boundary between the carpark and 
Victory Park. 

8.4.9 Monuments, Memorial Structures, Memorabilia and Naming 

No new monuments or memorial structures should be erected or placed within Victory 
Park. 

Simple bronze plaques relating to Australia’s role in conflict are to be allowed in the War 
Memorial Garden Only (Bed N).  At present, a small collection of monuments and 
memorial structures to various groups and individuals are scattered throughout Victory 
Park.  The place was originally a memorial garden to those who served and fell in World 
War One, and this function, as a memorial to those who serve is appropriate.  Memorials 
to others should be located outside of this Park.   

Retain and maintain war related memorabilia, trophies, and honour rolls.  Because of the 
long association of war service, remembrance and commemoration with Victory Park, it is 
essential that any material or planting related to this function is retained, preferably inside 
or within close proximity to the RSSILA building. 

The naming, or renaming, of any elements should only be contemplated in exceptional 
circumstances.  From time-to-time it may appear appropriate to rename a particular 
element, or indeed the Park, either because the relevance or significance of the original 
name has been forgotten, or because of a perceived political or commercial benefit.  The 
only acceptable naming should be clearly linked to the original function of the place as a 
war memorial park, and remembrance of those who have served in conflict for Australia .   

8.4.10 Parking 

Parking should generally be confined to the surrounding streets and carparks for all 
vehicles, including service vehicles engaged in activities associated with events or building 
works.   

8.4.11 Provision for the Disabled 

Maintain disabled access to Victory Park.  The Building Code of Australia (BCA) and the 
Disability Discrimination Act both require provision for the disabled.  Access to and 
within the Gardens and the provision of facilities in accord with BCA D3 (Access for 
People with Disabilities) is recommended.  Presently the disabled can access the Gardens 



VICTORY PARK CMP 

102 

via two of the entries to the site.  While the provision of disabled access to all parts of the 
Gardens may be laudable, it is considered that it may be impractical and unrealistic to alter 
areas which contain steps, such as the stepped entrances on Barker and Forest Streets, 
because of the considerable intervention on significant fabric which may occur as a result 
of the necessary levelling. 

This should not preclude minor works, such as the regrading of the path system to ensure 
smooth surfaces to assist in access.   

The existing playground surrounds should be amended to ensure adequate disabled access .  
At present a raised timber edge prevents access.  Any new playground design should take 
disabled access requirements into account at the preliminary planning stage. 

8.4.12 Signage 

Any permanent signs should be sensitively scaled and sited and not be affixed to 
significant fabric. 

Any signage system should be unified in design and placement and should be well 
designed.  It may reflect the historic nature of Victory Park or could be quite 
contemporary and understated. 

Permanent banners located around Victory Park should be discouraged, although it is 
envisaged that appropriately designed decorative banners, in-part including corporate and 
/ or sponsors’ logos, would be acceptable on special occasions and events or for strictly  
limited periods.   

Depending upon location, free-standing signage, or a noticeboard, may be preferred to 
signage affixed to a structure. 

8.4.13 Interpretation 

Consider installation of interpretative displays which deal with Victory Park and its historic 
context.  The story of Victory Park has been diminished and lost over time, and is 
perceived simply as a ‘town square’ or ‘green park’ rather than an important memorial 
space.  It is recommended that some form of display / interpretation be provided.  This 
could document the history and significance of the place, its links to the RSSILA and 
Castlemaine Market within the context of Castlemaine as an important rural centre and 
other relevant themes. 

At present there is no interpretation on the site.  None of the principal soft landscape 
features or individual trees is identified.  In considering the form, a future interpretation 
plan might take, consideration could be given to the following: 

 The placement of a sign detailing the basic history of the place (date of 
establishment, designers, principal features - including pathways and avenues, 
major specimen trees, and other attractions) to be located at the main entry on 
the corner of Barker and Mostyn Streets.   

 Additional unobtrusive signage, in the style and type of the existing interpretive 
signs, should be installed to interpret specific areas and significant elements. 

 Development of a brochure providing more detailed information on the history, 
layout, and significant features of Victory Park may be developed and be available 
from weather-proof pamphlet boxes at the major entry points.   

8.4.14 Furniture and Rubbish Bins 

The existing park furniture, including tables and seating have been identified as having no 
significance, and neither contributing nor detracting from the conservation values of Victory 
Park. 

It is policy to: 
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 Retain or remove as required the existing park furniture, as required.   

 Where new furniture is proposed, it should seek to re-instate or replicate the original 
park furniture where possible. 
 
Evidence in the form of fabric, photographic material or written evidence should be provided to support 
the form, materials and design of any replica furniture. 

The large bank of rubbish bins have been identified as intrusive, for their visual interference, 
and their appearance should either be reduced, or replaced with less visually intrusive bins 

It is policy to: 

 Replace existing recycling and rubbish bins with a standard size and colour rubbish bin 
in a neutral or recessive colour (dark green or black) 

 Locate rubbish bins close to buildings or away from important view-lines. 

8.5 Specific Conservation Policies and Actions 

8.5.1 RSSILA Building and War Trophies 

It is policy that: 

The visual prominence of the RSSILA building from Moyston Street is to be retained, and 
not obscured by or detracted from by the construction or planting of elements which may 
reduce its significance as the principal feature of the Mostyn Street frontage.  

The RSSILA building is to be maintained in its current good repair and regularly 
monitored for any deterioration of its fabric.  For a guide to the recommended extent and 
frequency of inspections, refer to the information sheets which are published by Heritage 
Victoria: ‘Maintenance Documentation’, ‘Inspection Schedule’ and ‘Preparing a 
Maintenance Plan’, included in Appendix 3 and 4. 

The RSSILA building retains its current proximity and uninterrupted visual connection to 
the War Memorial, Parade Ground (northern lawn) and its environs. 

All war trophies are to be retained within the immediate curtilage of the RSSILA building  

The following actions are recommended: 

 Undertake bi-annual inspection and suitable conservation works to the war 
trophies and the RSSILA building by suitably qualified professionals .   

 Ensure regular re-painting of timber surfaces of RSSILA building is undertaken, as 
required. 

 Develop interpretation (in conjunction with RSSILA) to assist understanding the 
significance of the war trophies as historic objects. 

 Discourage, through interpretation and education, climbing on or interfering with  
the war trophies. 

8.5.2 War Memorial and War Memorial Garden Bed 

It is policy to: 

 Retain the area between the RSSILA building and Moyston Street as a garden which celebrates 
and commemorates the service of all Australians in the theatre of war. 

  Retain the war memorial and its associated garden bed in their current location. 

 Undertake bi-annual inspection and suitable conservation works to the fabric of the war 
memorial by a monumental stonemason, or other suitably qualified professional. 



VICTORY PARK CMP 

104 

 Maintain an appropriate setting for the war memorial, with vegetation not to exceed 1.2m in 
height.   

 Allow new memorial plaques to be added to the war memorial garden bed, associated with war 
service. 

Recommended actions are to: 

 Undertake an inspection of the condition and fabric of the war memorial within 12 months, 
and undertake any required conservation works within 18 months. 

8.5.3 Flag poles 

It is policy to: 

 Retain and conserve the flagpoles in their current position.   

 Undertake bi-annual inspection to monitor fabric condition and undertake suitable 
conservation as required.   

 Replace the existing timber flagpoles ‘like for like’ when assessed to be unable to repair further.   

Recommended actions are to: 

 Undertake an inspection of the condition and fabric within 12 months, and 
undertake any required conservation works within 18 months. 

 Remove rust and repaint timber shafts in same colour as existing. 

8.5.4 JB Patterson Memorial Drinking Fountain 

The JB Patterson Memorial Drinking Fountain is a highly significant structure and should be retained 
and conserved. 

It is policy to: 

 Retain and conserve the JB Patterson Memorial Drinking Fountain in its current location. 

 Maintain an appropriate setting to the fountain, disallowing any planting or built development 
within the road reserve/pavement area surrounding the fountain 

 Maintain views to the Fountain from Barker and Mostyn Streets, and from within Victory 
Park. 

Recommended actions are to: 

 Ensure appropriate consultation and permits are sought from Heritage Victoria prior to 
undertaking any works on or around the Fountain.   

 Undertake an inspection of the built fabric on a bi-annual basis. 

8.5.5 MacAfee Shelter and Tourist Map 

It is policy to: 

 Retain MacAfee Shelter and Tourist Map in the current location. 

 Maintain visual prominence of the Shelter from Forest Street and Barker Street 

 Allow the painted ‘Tourist Map’ image to be replaced, renewed or changed. 

 Undertake an inspection of the structure on a five yearly cycle. 

Recommended actions are to: 

 Undertake an inspection of the built fabric within the next 24 months, and carry out 
required works within 36 months.   
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 Commission new works on a cyclical (5 year) basis to interpret and re-image the 
Tourist Map artwork by local artists.  This will continue the tradition of the McAfee 
Shelter Tourist Map, but allow it to be renewed.   

8.5.6 Steel Arbors 

It is policy that: 

  Steel arbors are retained in their current locations. 

 Steel arbors are to be replaced like with like when repairs are not able to be undertaken 
to the existing fabric.   

Recommended actions are to: 

 Remove existing vegetation from both arbors to undertake detailed assessment of 
condition and repairs undertaken within 12 months. 

 Undertake repairs and preventative rust treatment within 24 months. 

 Replant the steel arbors with a consistent species across all arbors.  This should be 
chosen for its vigour, low water requirements, and appropriateness to the Interwar 
period. 

 New plantings on arbors should follow the curve of the original structure, not be 
square or otherwise in form. 

8.5.7 Perimeter Stone walls 

It is policy to: 

  Retain and conserve as existing the stone walls on Mostyn and Barker Street 
perimeter, including those across the splayed corner of Barker and Forest Street corner 
associated with the MacAfee Shelter and the corner of Barker and Mostyn Streets. 

 Engage a suitably qualified professional stone mason to undertake any work to the 
fabric of the perimeter stone walls. 

Recommended actions are to: 

 Remove or retain as required the granite stone wall on Forest Street perimeter. 

 Recover and re-instate the original iron memorial fence and plaque along Forest Street 
perimeter. 

 Undertake remedial work to correct past poor pointing and repair work undertaken on 
the walls along Barker and Mostyn Streets. 

 An inspection of the condition and structural integrity of the stone walls is undertaken 
within 24 months. 

 The walls are to be inspected on a five yearly cycle. 

8.5.8 Perimeter wall seats 

It is policy to: 

 Retain and conserve the alcove seating arrangement, including the back of random Castlemaine 
Slate, and the base of concrete within the Mostyn Street and Barker Street perimeter stone 
walls. 

 Retain and repaint timber seats within alcoves.  Timber is to be finished with a neutral 
coloured paint or left as natural unvarnished timber finish. 

Recommended actions are that: 
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 Timber slats of seats are to be re-painted or replaced within 5 years 

8.5.9 Slate Paving  

It is policy to: 

 Retain and conserve the form, materials and layout of slate paving at the perimeter entries on 
Mostyn and Barker Streets. 

 Retain or remove as required basalt rocks lining the slate paving on the corner of Mostyn and 
Barker Streets, as required.   

 Fabric is replaced like for like as required. 

Recommended actions are that: 

 Slate paving is to be maintained free of vegetation, weeds and moss. 

 A firm edge to the paving is to be retained through the management of surrounding turf. 

8.5.10 Gravel Paths 

It is policy to: 

 Retain and maintain the formal pathway layout as existing. 

 Retain the existing surface treatment, or replace with resin bound gravel as required. 

 Develop a consistent slate edge treatment to all gravel pathways, and excavate slate edging to 
allow prominence. 

 Give preference to the conservation of the roots of significant trees rather than the gravel path 
surface where there is a conflict between the two.  This means that the pathway may need 
modification to traverse over the root-zone.   

 Keep all paths free of water pooling through installation of adequate drainage. 

Recommended actions are that: 

 Path drainage is investigated and corrected within 24 months 

 A resin bound gravel surface is installed within 36 months 

 Slate edges are consistently applied on both sides of the path system throughout Victory Park 
within 5 years. 

 Proactive solutions for responding to root interference with path network (by significant trees) 
are to be investigated in preparation for future events.   

8.5.11 Memorial Plaques 

It is policy to: 

 Conserve and retain existing memorial plaques within Victory Park, but relocate to the lawn 
and garden beds on the Western perimeter of the Park. 

 Disallow further memorial plaques to be placed in any part of Victory Park, with the exception 
of the War Memorial Garden Bed. 

 Allow new war service related memorial plaques to be erected in the War Memorial 
Garden Bed only 

 Reinstate memorial plaque to Privates Robert W Naylor and Reginald JW Naylor to 
re-instated iron fence along Forest Street once restoration complete. 

 Undertake consultation with all relevant stakeholders, families and community groups 
prior to the relocation of any plaques within Victory Park.   
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8.5.12 Mostyn Street Garden Beds 

It is policy to: 

 Restore and retain the garden beds along Mostyn Street to lawn with limited bedding 
plants facing Victory Park. 

 Re-instate the strong boundary treatment along the Mostyn Street frontage in the form 
of a row of Washington Palms (spacing to be confirmed) and Japanese Spindle Bush 
hedging. 

 Allow filtered views between Mostyn Street and Victory Park. 

 Allow the removal of trees which are not considered significant. 

 Disallow the erection of new built structures within the boundary area. 

Recommended actions are that: 

 Roses and Pencil Pines (trees 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44) in Beds K, L and M are removed 
and not replaced.  Some roses could be re-located to the War Memorial Garden (Bed 
N). 

 Restore views from Mostyn Street into Victory Park. 

 Plant single row of Washington Palms (Washingtonia robusta) (spacing to be confirmed) 
along Mostyn Street frontage. 

 Plant a Japanese Spindle Bush (Euonymus japonicus) hedge along Mostyn Street frontage. 

 Establish narrow garden bed facing Victory Park (1.0-1.5m) to provide display bed, 
planted as either a low border or other display garden to add visual interest. 

8.5.13 Barker Street Garden Beds (Bed H [northern portion], Bed I & J) 

It is policy to: 

 Develop an planting and landscape design response in Beds I, J and [part] H which 
responds to the significance and period of Victory Park, has consideration of future 
climate change requirement, provides year round interest and is easily maintained. 

 Retain the existing entrances and disallow further entrances to Victory Park through 
Beds J, I and H from Barker Street. 

 Re-instate the strong boundary treatment along the Barker Street frontage in the form 
of a row of Washington Palms (Washingtonia robusta) (spacing to be confirmed) and 
Japanese Spindle Bush (Euonymus japonicus) hedging. 

 Allow filtered views between Barker Street and Victory Park. 

 Retain or reduce the width of Garden Beds J, I and H as required. 

 Allow the removal of trees which are not considered significant  

 Disallow the erection of new built structures within the boundary area. 

Recommended actions are that: 

 The following trees are to be removed from Beds H [northern part], I and J – Lemon Scented 
Gum (Tree 36), Pencil Pine (Tree 28),  Canary Island Palm ( Tree 29), Cherry Plums x 2 (Tree 
28 and 22), Magnolia ‘Little Gem’ (Tree 34), Lemon Scented Gum (dead) (Tree 16). 

 Large shrubs and smaller trees in Beds H [northern part], I and J are removed to allow 
establishment of new border treatment (with the exception of the Japanese Spindle Bush 
hedge). 
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 Existing sections of hedge are to be retained and supplemented with additional planting of the 
same species, extended along the frontage of Barker Street. 

Barker Street garden beds are planted out with a mix of low shrubs, perennials and other plants 
to provide year round interest.  Species should be selected for their appropriateness to the 
Interwar-Edwardian period, their ability to respond to climate change requirements and 
relatively low maintenance. 

Plant single row of Washington Palms (Washingtonia robusta) (spacing to be confirmed) along 
Barker Street frontage. 

Plant a Japanese Spindle Bush (Euonymus japonicus) hedge along Barker Street frontage. 

 

8.5.14 Corner Entrance Garden Beds (Beds E, F, G and H [southern portion]) 

It is policy to: 

 Create and retain a sense of entry from the corner of Barker and Forest Streets through the 
matched planting of Beds H [southern portion] and E [north west portion]. 

 Allow plantings in bed H and E to be no more than 1.2m in height. 

 Continue the strong boundary treatment along the Barker Street frontage to continue through 
the splayed corner of Barker and Forest Streets in the form of a row of Washington Palms (2 
specimens through the corner) and Japanese Spindle Bush hedging under planted. 

 Allow the removal of trees which are not considered significant in Garden Beds E, F, G and 
H. 

 Retain the layout and form of Bed G. 

 Disallow any planting over 0.8m in Bed G. 

 Remove Bed F as it contributes little and interferes with the original path layout.   

 Disallow the erection of new built structures within the boundary area. 

Recommended actions are that: 

  The Privet Hedge is removed and a Japanese Spindle Bush hedge is established along the Beds 
H and E in keeping with the recommended boundary treatment. 

 Remove Lemon Scented Gum (Tree 16) and Liquidambar (Tree 15). 

 Plant single row of Washington Palms (spacing to be confirmed) along Barker Street frontage. 

 Plant a Japanese Spindle Bush hedge along Barker Street frontage. 

8.5.15 Forest Street Garden Beds (Beds C & D) 

It is policy to: 

 Disallow more than one (central) entrance from Forest Street into Victory Park. 

 To merge and maintain Beds C and D as a single space. 

 Retain or remove vegetation in Beds C and D as required. 

 Continue the strong boundary treatment along the Forest Street frontage to continue 
through the splayed corner of Barker and Forest Streets in the form of a row of 
Washington Palms (2 specimens through the corner) and Japanese Spindle Bush 
hedging under planted. 

 Disallow the erection of new built structures within the boundary area. 
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 Allow the removal of trees which are not considered significant in Garden Beds C 
and D. 

 Utilize this space (along with Beds A2 and E) for structured and unstructured play. 

Recommended actions are that: 

 The existing Privet Hedge is to be removed, and a Japanese Spindle Bush hedge 
established along Forest Street Boundary in conjunction with restoring iron fence 
(referred to elsewhere). 

 A single row of Washington Palms is to be planted along Forest Street Boundary, to 
link with remainder of Park perimeter plantings. 

 A hedge of Japanese Spindle Bush is to be planted underneath the Palms. 

 Any new playground will take into consideration the following recommendations: 

o Update the existing play area to allow disabled access to the site 

o Redesign a new play area and playground which utilizes and reflects the 
history and importance of Victory Park. 

o Incorporate non-intrusive materials into new play area and equipment, 
preferably with natural materials in neutral (or natural) colour palette. 

o All new work should be removable. 

o Undertake safety audit of trees overhanging play areas on a regular basis (6-
12 monthly). 

o Ensure any construction of new play areas does not impact on the 
significant elements identified within Victory Park 

o Consider changing the shape and location of the play area to a more linear 
design, including the use of the ‘dead’ space on the south east corner of 
Victory Park. 

o Design of new elements should, where possible encourage children to 
interact with the environment around them (Victory Park) and consider the 
values of the place at an appropriate level.   

o With appropriate design, a ‘regional park’ may be able to be accommodated 
within Victory Park 

o The following play/activities are not appropriate within Victory Park – 
bounce ball areas, ball games and courts, hard play surfaces, large structures, 
swings. 

8.5.16 Eastern Boundary Garden Beds (Beds A1, A2 and B) 

The Eastern Boundary Garden beds and Market Carpark entrance previously housed a large 
Wisteria covered timber pergola.  The erection or re-construction of such a structure is not 
supported from a conservation perspective, as there is no historical or aesthetic context for 
such a structure.  Nor does it adhere with the policy objective to re-instate a consistent 
boundary treatment to the whole site, as set out in the Policy and Actions below. 

It is policy to: 

 Design and implement a new landscape and planting plan for this area, which will complement 
the remainder of Victory Park, and have sensitivity to the significant element and history of the 
place. 

 Allow a single entry point to be located midway between the Ray Bradfield Building and Forest 
Street, along the Market Carpark boundary of Victory Park. 
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 Disallow any entrances to Victory Park from the corner of Forest Street and the Market 
Carpark.   

 Discourage the erection of any new buildings or structures along the eastern boundary between 
the Ray Bradfield Rooms and Forest Street 

Recommended action is that: 

 Remove vegetation and layout of Beds A1, A2. 

 Retain or remove planting and garden bed layout of Bed B 

 A single row of Washington Palms is to be planted along Forest Street Boundary, to link with 
remainder of Park perimeter plantings. 

 A hedge of Japanese Spindle Bush is to be planted underneath the Palms. 

 Replant single row of Washington Palms between The Ray Bradfield building and Forest 
Street, along the boundary of the carpark.   

 Establish a narrow shrub and perennial bed in front of this to match the Barker Street Garden 
Beds (Beds I, J, H). 

 New landscape design should: 

o create a sense of enclosure 

o limit views between the carpark and Victory Park, but allow filtered views for 
safety 

o Create a single entrance point from the carpark  

o Be respectful to the significant fabric and history of Victory Park 

o Consider how a new play space may be able to be extended into this area 

o Compliment the remainder of the revised boundary treatment for Victory Park. 

 Remove or relocate the existing BBQ shelter. 

 No pergola or other structure should be re-erected in this location. 

8.5.17 Southern Lawn 

It is policy to: 

 Retain and conserve all significant trees ( Tree numbers 1, 9, 10, 12, 17, 23, 25) 

 Retain the southern lawn as an area of passive, contemplative reflection and recreation. 

 Retain the existing perimeter and layout of the lawn, with the exception of the area carved out 
for the Mother’s Seat, which is to be returned to lawn. 

 Replace specimens of significant trees with the same species in generally the same formation as 
they senesce and die.  Where the same species is not feasible, its replacement should exhibit 
the same visual characteristics including colour, form and habit.   

 Disallow any further structures to be erected or established on the southern lawn. 

Recommended actions are that: 

 Remove Tree 24 to allow Tree 23 and 25 room to mature further. 

 Relocate Maia ‘The Mother’s Seat Sculpture’ to an area of less significance (such as in 
the vicinity of Beds E, D, C or H, A1 or A2). 
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 Relocate play area to the south east of the park.  This will ensure a play space is 
retained, but will lessen the visual impact of the playground on the values of the park 
itself. 

 Replant a single specimen of Small Leaved Linden opposite Tree 58 to reinforce the 
sense of entry 

8.5.18 Northern Lawn 

It is policy to: 

 Restore and retain function of the norther lawn as an open space to commemorate, 
gather and celebrate, and, importantly, to recognise its purpose as a parade ground in 
the original design.   

 Reinstate the open, un-treed character of the northern lawn. 

 Disallow any further planting to occur in any part of the northern lawn, other than the 
south east and south west corners. 

 Disallow the erection of, or placement of plaques or structures (including picnic 
tables) on the northern lawn. 

 Restrict seating to the perimeter of the northern lawn. 

 Maintain clear views across the northern lawn to the RSSILA and war memorial. 

Recommended actions are that: 

 Retain Small Leafed Linden (Tree 58)  

 Remove the following intrusive trees - Remove Cherry Plum (Tree 28), Ornamental 
Pear (Tree 27), Hornbeam (Tree 59), Pin Oaks (Tree 46 and Tree 57), and Deodar 
Cedar (Tree 55).   

 Remove Tree 45 (Aleppo Pine) and relocate closer to RSSILA, or replant new 
specimen of Pinus brutia (Lone Pine) immediately west of RSSILA façade. 

8.5.19 Barker Street Tree Plantings 

It is policy to: 

 Retain and conserve the mature English Elm on the corner of Barker and Forest 
Street; prioritise health form and visual prominence within the streetscape 

 Retain or remove street trees in Barker Street as required. 

 Ensure that any new street trees which are to be established in Barker Street are of a 
species and form which is visually subservient to the trees in Victory Park. 

Recommended actions are that: 

 The English Elm is inspected on an annual basis by a suitably qualified arborist to 
ensure its health and safety are adequate.   

 An arborist’s report is commissioned to determine the most appropriate management 
regime for this tree over the next 10 years. 

 Re-instate or re-produce from documentary evidence, the circular iron seat beneath 
the English Elm 

 Allow pruning of limbs which interfere with the JB Patterson Memorial Fountain. 
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8.5.20 Forest Street Tree Plantings 

It is policy to: 

 Retain or remove street trees in Forest Street as required. 

 Any new street trees planted in Forest Street should be visually subservient to the trees in 
Victory Park. 

8.6 Review and Implementation 

The conservation policy should be subject to review, normally at not less than five yearly intervals.  
Should the circumstances affecting the site alter in any significant way, then the policy should be 
reviewed at that time.  The conservation policy should be implemented by the Shire of Mount 
Alexander as the management authority of the site   
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APPENDIX 1 - CLAUSE 43.01 ‘HERITAGE OVERLAY’ OF THE 

MOUNT ALEXANDER PLANNING SCHEME 
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APPENDIX 2 –  CLAUSE 62 – ‘GENERAL PROVISIONS’ 

MOUNT ALEXANDER PLANNING SCHEME 
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APPENDIX 3  WORKSHOP NOTES 

Ray Bradfield Room, Victory Park, Castlemaine, 2 December 2015 

Attendees: 

Name Position/Organisation 

Chris Johnston Facilitator - Context Pty Ltd 

Annabel Neylon Project Manager - Context Pty Ltd 

Giselle Harris Context Pty Ltd 

Stewart Campbell Mount Alexander Shire 

Allison Nye CWA 

Linnet Good Communications - Castlemaine Farmers Market 

Ron Paine Castlemaine Farmers Market 

Lorraine le Plastrier Disability Access – Mount Alexander Shire 

Christine Henderson Council (Mayor) & Park User 

Joyce Sanders Rotary & CWA & Retailer 

 

Other organisations invited but not in attendance: CHIRP, State Festival, Winter Festival, 
Youth Group, RSL 

Meeting commenced at 4:15pm. 

Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners - Dja Wurrung. 

Chris introduced the purpose of this meeting - stakeholder engagement for Victory Park CMP.  
She explained that the parallel survey being undertaken would also form part of the 
consultation process. 

Annabel explained what a Conservation Management Plan (CMP) was.  Discussed heritage 
significance and criteria used to assess values.  The Victory Park 1997 CMP is outdated & 
Context is reviewing & updating.  The new CMP will include actions about how Council can 
manage the established values. 

Why is Victory Park important 

What do you most value about Victory Park?  

What are the essential features of Victory Park that distinguish it from other parks and 
open space in Castlemaine? Why? Do they add to the value of Victory Park for you 
compared to other parks?  

What would you miss most if it was suddenly gone from Victory Park?  

Who else might value Victory Park for these reasons? (or other reasons)  

Chris asked everyone to do a brainstorming exercise and write down words associated with 
what they value about Victory Park.  The following table records people’s words: 

Town Square 

Use of the park as village square/meeting place 

Showcase for events 
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Annabel read through the ideas posted and summarized recurring themes such as: 

Central area/town square - the park is highly used – a meeting place 

Aesthetic qualities – shade, trees, green grass 

The park is a central space for the town 

Children, youth, parents - multi-generational demographics are represented 

Activities, recreation, public space. 

Unique atmosphere for farmers market & other events e.g.  Village 
festival 

Events Space 

High Use 

Town Gathering 

Central Area for Gatherings 

Place to meet 

Community Group Activities 

Farmers Market (unless bad weather) 

Town Market 

Green, leafy, shady, cooling space 

Mature Trees 

Green Grass 

Shade 

Shade & Peace 

Notice on east door of Bradfield rooms indicating access doors on west 
side 

Accessible entries and labelled as accessible 

Haven for small children 

Children’s play area 

Playground 

Meeting Place for Youth 

Central Location 

Central Location 

Enhances Town Centre 

Public Space 

Recreation Space e.g.  Yoga, Tai Chi 

BBQ 

Historic connection of Ray Bradfield Rooms with CWA 

Usefulness of Ray Bradfield Rooms as a community Space 

Visitor Stop Over 
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Chris then asked: What are the essential features of Victory Park that distinguish it from other parks and 
open space in Castlemaine? Why?  

The responses from the group were: 

Its central location 

It is a formal, designed space 

Its history – as part of the wider market building precinct 

Mature European trees 

The playground 

It’s for the public. 

Chris asked: What parks are comparable?  

Vaughan Mineral Springs 

Taradale Park 

Castlemaine Botanical Gardens 

Allison said “To me, it’s unique, it’s not comparable” 

Chris asked: What would people miss about the park if it was not here? 

Unique venue for the farmers market– cool in summer, safe for children and parents can 
shop and watch their children play at the same time. 

Carols by candlelight 

Trees 

Sense of Space 

It is a calm oasis 

Peaceful, tranquil space 

Shade 

Events – these bring life and vibrancy to the area 

Farmers Market 

Carols by Candlelight 

Softness 

Meeting Place/gathering place – e.g.  Recent climate change rally 

Winter Festival 

 The different spaces within the park which are used by different sections of the 
population e.g.  Youth, children & parents 

Seating (the mother seat) 

RSL Cannons.  the RSL has its place within the park, “I wouldn’t want to take away the 
cannons.” 

Another participant said that she has heard of some people objecting to the cannons 
because they represent war. 

Information panel.  There used to be koalas in the area, but the manna gums are not there 
any more. 

The formal plantings along Mostyn Street, including the roses. 

Chris asked: Who else might value Victory Park for these reasons? (or other reasons)  
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Many people don’t like the cannons because they represent war.  Some people get upset. 

The formal plantings along Mostyn Street are enjoyed by people who shop, but don’t 
necessarily use the park. 

People love the rubbish bins 

Using the park 

Chris asked: What is the best thing about Victory Park for you or your organisation in terms of your use of 
the park? 

Farmers Market - Unique venue for the farmers market– cool in summer, safe for 
children and parents can shop and watch their children play at the same time.  (Co-
ordinating bookings is important) 

Rotary - Carols by candlelight.  Playground is important for children and parents are close 
by with trees shading everyone.  Ban smoking. 

CWA – young mothers can have children close and using the park. 

Chris asked: What do you think could be improved about the park to support the ways you or your 
organisation use the park? 

better access is required. 

Dogs should be banned (apparently signs say they are?) 

The park’s link with the RSL needs to be improved. 

More provisions for youth – at lunchtime, after school and at night.  Perhaps wi-fi access 
points & power connections for music. 

A covered space to shelter from rain, to be built in a corner so as not to impact on values 
of the park.   

Comments on the unusual nature of the lease of the RSL Hall.  Should other groups be 
allowed access to this facility in future? 

Repair of water fountain or access to a new one. 

One participant said that she had slept in the park and she thinks it could be improved to 
provide for youth.  A plug in space for music.  Sitting at the front of the RSL is a bit of an 
issue for youth drinking. 

Better access for semi-trailers that need to access the park to install sound stages (etc) 
would be good. 

The pergola area 

Over the past year the pergola, that once stretched between the Ray Bradfield Rooms and Forest Street, was 
removed due to structural issues.  Did you notice that it had been demolished?  

Did you feel sad or pleased that it was gone?  Why? 

Do you think that the area where the pergola used to be could be improved? If so, how?  

Comment that some people were angry and upset it was gone.  Wisteria was missed.  The 
Pergola structure provided shade and space for parking bikes and it was a practical access-
way.  Visually it connected the east side of the park to the carpark & market building. 

Some said they were personally distressed at the visual loss.  If the pergola was structurally 
unsound, asking why it hadn’t been replaced.  There is no shade now. 

Ron said he understands that the Wisteria was invasive but the pergola assists with the 
visual connection between the park and carpark and market building.  It helped connect 
Victory Park and the Farmers Market. 
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Joyce asked why the Wisteria couldn’t have been better maintained to minimize damage.  
The pergola should be replaced, she missed the shade. 

Christine said she was sad to see the Wisteria go.  She was shocked at how much money 
repairs were estimated to be However people seem to have forgotten it now.  She would 
like to see shade trees planted along the east side of the park between the park and the 
carpark. 

The group agreed shade trees was a good idea, perhaps a grape vine or fruit trees that 
growing abundance could help maintain.  This would provide visual connection with the 
park. 

The covered BBQ area could be extended and connected to the old pergola access-way 
and all the way down to Forest Street. 

There was much discussion regarding the importance of an improved connection 
between the carpark and Victory Park – on the eastern edge of the park.  Christine 
pointed out, however, that the border planting of Victory Park was part of its appeal. 

Maintaining Victory Park 

Thinking now about how Victory Park should be managed to look after the qualities of the park that you see 
as valuable: what aspects of Victory Park need more active management? 

Are there any aspects of the Victory Park where less management is needed? 

More appropriately designed bins for rubbish, recycling and food waste. 

The Farmers Market should be in the park, at least for summer when degradation is less 
of an issue.  How can negative impact be mitigated? 

Rubbish bins overflow outside toilets.  More appropriate timing of bin collection needs to 
be considered so that they don’t overflow on weekends.  Recycling. 

Improved access for vehicles to keep them off the grass. 

Water tap outside Ray Bradfield Room is used by travellers and often not turned off 
properly 

Homeless usage of the park can be unpleasant 

Events that clash – e.g.  When the Ray Bradfield Rooms were used for the Bonsai 
Exhibit, this booking clashed with the advent of the farmers market.  This caused 
problems and was not appropriate.  Booking system needs to be improved to prevent 
these occurrences. 

No Smoking – designated areas and more disposal bins. 

No Dogs 

Disability access – stone edging of lawn and garden presents issues. 

Sprays can be an issue.  Timing of when this occurs should be considered. 

Ron says he appreciates that access in wet months damages the park.  When it is dry, 
Victory Park is a much better venue.  People tend to stay longer in summer than winter 
anyway. 

Economic benefit: ‘people buy more when they stay longer. 

Bark (mulch) under trees spreads and gets messy.  Can metal grates replace the mulch? Is 
there a better solution? 

Lighting – comment that there is not enough or it is inappropriately positioned for 
sufficient lighting at night.  Light around the Ray Bradfield Room is too dim.  This 
presents safety issues regarding navigation. 
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Pointed out that the monument/fountain in the north-west corner of the park has been 
damaged and needs to be repaired. 

Suggestion for a Christmas tree planting and perhaps more Christmas lights. 

Suggestion for bike racks in the Park. 

More tables next to playground. 

Chris reminded everyone that there was also an online survey to provide for community input 
into the consultation process and asked everyone to encourage people to fill it out. 

Annabel said that she would evaluate all of the feed back (from stakeholder consultation and 
surveys) and conduct historic research and draw it together based on a significance assessment 
and make recommendations on the conservation and management of the park.  A draft CMP 
would then be put on exhibition for public comment. 

Annabel summarized the reoccurring themes of peoples feed back.  There was gathering, 
multi-generational use.  The main issue she could foresee is conflicting values regarding use of 
the park and its environmental sensitivities.  How do we manage these contradicting values or 
balance competing objectives and preserve the sense of place. 

Meeting closed at 5:34. 
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APPENDIX 4: ONLINE SURVEY DATA 
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Note 

The final two pages of the online survey data (25 & 26) have not been included to protect the 
privacy of individual respondents who provided their name in the survey’s final question. 
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APPENDIX 5 - MOUNT ALEXANDER PLAY SPACE 

STRATEGY 2014-2024 

 

 

 


