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Castlemaine State Festival is the jewel in regional 
Victoria’s arts and cultural crown. The biennial 
ten-day multi-arts festival draws on the distinctive 
culture of the central Victorian goldfields – the 
old and new, the artistic and industrial, and our 
dynamic and creative community. 

As a proud partner of this vibrant festival, Council 
invites you to come and enjoy a feast of music, 
theatre, dance, circus, visual art, literature and film. 
The festival features the region’s finest artists and 
performing arts companies, alongside Australian 
and international acts. 

Head to the Castlemaine Goods Shed for a 
program filled with family-friendly circus, physical 
theatre and dance. Immerse yourself in the works 
of leading artists from the Philippines or join 
the spectacular free finale at the Castlemaine 
Botanical Gardens on Sunday 26 March. 

With a range of free and ticketed events across  
30 venues, the program has something for 
everyone. To read the program or make a booking 
visit www.castlemainefestival.com.au or phone 
5472 5123.

MARCH – MAY 2017

Something for everyone at Castlemaine State Festival

Fast facts 
Did you know that in the days between Christmas and New 
Year, more than 3,700 people dropped into our Visitor 
Information Centres in Castlemaine and Maldon?

More than 40,000 people are expected to attend the upcoming 
Castlemaine State Festival bringing more visitors and 
considerable economic benefit to our region.
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Glitch takes our towns global
Keep an eye out for iconic 
landmarks and local scenery 
when Glitch 2 hits the screens 
on ABC TV later this year. 
Film crews shot part of the 
popular mini-series on location 
in and around Castlemaine in 
February.

The drama follows Sergeant 
James Hayes (Patrick 
Brammall) as he delves into 
the mystery of the risen 
dead in a small country 
town, Yoorana. Glitch 2 is 
co-produced with worldwide 
streaming platform Netflix. 
With more than 93 million 

customers, our towns will light 
up TV screens and devices 
around the globe.

Council staff worked behind 
the scenes to help scout 
locations, coordinate film 
permits and provide local 
knowledge. In partnership with 
Bendigo Regional Tourism, the 
team also held a familiarisation 
tour with Creative Victoria and 
Music Victoria to showcase 
local venues for touring 
musicians and performers. 
All play an important part in 
promoting the region.

http://www.castlemainefestival.com.au


Message from  
the Mayor
As the new Council has had time to  
settle in, Councillors are getting into  
a routine and working closely with  
the local community and Council staff.

To be more efficient we have introduced a few changes to the 
way we work. Council meetings are now held monthly. These 
meetings are open to the public and anyone with an interest in 
local matters can come along and get involved.

Councillors also participate in a briefing session with key staff 
every Tuesday. Along with the chance to provide community 
feedback, these catch ups allow us to discuss Council business 
and receive project updates. We anticipate conducting four 
briefings a year in different towns to give Councillors and staff 
the opportunity to meet local residents and groups and take a 
look around.

Meeting people and listening to our community are key 
components of our job as a Councillor. We have been out 
and about talking through topics with the community to help 
develop our four year Council Plan. We will continue this work 
over the next few months and I encourage you to get in touch 
with your local Councillor if you have something to say. You 
can find our contact details on Council’s website or call our 
Customer Service Team on 5471 1700.

Cr Sharon Telford

Budget 2017/2018 
Council is preparing a budget that aims to strike 
the right balance between maintaining and 
improving infrastructure and delivering valuable 
community services in a sustainable way.

Each year the community is invited to review 
the draft budget and make a submission. 

Key dates:

»  12.00pm, Wednesday 19 April:  
Proposed budget goes on public display. 

»  5.00pm, Monday 22 May:  
Closing date for public submissions. 

»  5.00pm, Tuesday 30 May:  
Special Meeting of Council to hear 
submissions at the Civic Centre. 

»  6.30pm, Tuesday 20 June:  
Adoption of the 2017/2018 Budget at the 
Ordinary Meeting of Council at the Civic 
Centre.

Look out for the proposed budget on the Have 
your say section of our website, or drop in to 
the Civic Centre on Lyttleton Street to read a 
printed copy when it goes on display. 

Note: Above dates may change.

Work continues on 
Council Plan
The development of the Mount Alexander Shire 
Council Plan 2017-2021 is well underway to set  
the direction of Council over the next four years. 
To better understand what the community wants 
and needs, Council sought feedback in a variety  
of ways. 

Thank you to everyone who provided input 
through the Your Say, Your Shire survey, listening 
posts, community conversations and discussions 
with Councillors and staff over the past few 
months. Along with the community input, Council 
is drawing on recently adopted strategies and 
community plans.

There will be more opportunities to provide input 
when Council seeks feedback on the vision and 
key strategies in March. Council will then share the 
draft plan for comment in April with the aim of 
adopting the final version alongside the Council 
Budget 2017/2018 in June.

To find out more visit www.haveyoursay.
mountalexander.com.au/council-plan2021.

Nominate your  
favourite business
The Mount Alexander Business Awards  
are on again and everyone has the chance to be involved. 

The awards showcase and encourage business excellence. There 
are categories for all types of business including retail, hospitality, 
agribusiness, professional services, manufacturing, trade, creative 
and micro.

If you know an inspirational business operating in our shire make 
sure you nominate them. All you need to do is tell us who you’re 
nominating and why.

Visit www.mountalexanderbusinessawards.com.au to nominate  
now or find out more on how to enter.

Youth Awards open
If you know an outstanding or inspiring young person in the shire 
make sure you nominate them for a Mount Alexander Youth Award. 
The awards celebrate and acknowledge the accomplishments of 
local young people aged between 12 and 25. 

The five categories are for leadership in music and the arts, sports 
and recreation, workplace, community, and environment. 

Collect a nomination form from the Civic Centre in Castlemaine, 
online at www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au/YoungPeople or contact 
the Youth Development Team on 5471 1826. 

Nominations close at 5.00pm on Friday 17 March. Winners will be 
announced at a free awards festival from 4.00pm to 7.00pm on 
Friday 31 March at Victory Park in Castlemaine.

http://www.haveyoursay.mountalexander.com.au/council-plan2021
http://www.haveyoursay.mountalexander.com.au/council-plan2021
http://www.mountalexanderbusinessawards.com.au
http://www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au/YoungPeople


Improving roads and infrastructure around the shire is a focus and 
major investment for Council. Recently completed projects include:

»  Bridge renewal – Maldon-Shelbourne Road, Maldon
»  Bridge renewal – Strathlea Road, Strathlea
»  Deck replacement – White Quartz Road bridge, Fryerstown
»  Road upgrade – Watchbox Road, Barfold
»  Road upgrade – Diss Road, Langley
»  Gravel re-sheeting – First round complete, works to recommence 

after Easter.

Road and bridge update Improving our facilities 

Bill Woodfull Pavilion
A refurbishment at the Bill Woodfull Pavilion in 
Maldon has transformed the community space. 
Improvements include an upgrade to the kitchen, 
bar and storage area, along with an accessible 
ramp to make the space easier to use. Council 
thanks to the Committee of Management for their 
ideas and community contribution to help fund 
the upgrade and enhance the facility.

Wesley Hill Recreation Reserve
Works will soon begin on a $1.9 million 
redevelopment of Wesley Hill Recreation Reserve, 
with six new netball courts, two synthetic 
practice cricket nets, new car park and ramps. 
The construction will bring the reserve another 
step closer to becoming a first class multipurpose 
sports precinct and junior sports hub. 

Bridge at Strathlea

Free sustainable workshops
Learn how you can live and work more sustainably by taking 
part in our free Sustainable Living Workshop Series. Find out 
how to make cheap and environmentally friendly cleaning 
products, look after chooks in your backyard, and create useful 
things out of an old t-shirt. If you’re looking to get outdoors, 
sign up for a waterway ramble or come along to a birdwatching 
workshop.

The free two-hour workshops run on the fourth Saturday of 
each month to foster environmentally responsible and liveable 
communities. To find out more visit our website or call the 
Healthy Environments Team on 5471 1768.

Upcoming workshops:
Efficient wood combustion and  
outdoor rocket stoves
10.30am – 12.30pm, Saturday 25 March 
Learn from Joel Meadows about these 
efficient and environmentally friendly 
methods of cooking and get inspired to 
build your own outdoor pizza oven or 
barbecue. 

Cleaning green
10.30am – 12.30pm, Saturday 22 April  
Amy Sattler introduces fun and simple 
ways to make cheap environmentally 
friendly home cleaning products. 

Propagating natives for your garden
10.30am – 12.30pm, Saturday 27 May 
Join Frances Cincotta and pick up tips about  
the best way to grow native plants from scratch. 

Theatregoers can enjoy many exciting works this 
year with the Phee Broadway Theatre playing host 
to a number of outstanding performances. The 
2017 program has it all – dramatic works, deeply 
profound stories, thrilling and exciting children’s 
shows and emotive intergenerational acts. 

Celebrate the launch of the Phee program at a 
free comedy event featuring Tessa Waters and her 
funny, crazy and slightly ridiculous friends. Come 
along to Victory Park in Castlemaine from 7.30pm 
on Friday 28 April – we hope to see you there.

For the latest information on shows and tickets at 
the Phee visit www.pheebroadwaytheatre.com.au.

Phee Broadway 
launches with laughs!

Enjoy Tessa Waters at 
a free event in April

http://www.pheebroadwaytheatre.com.au


The Australia Day celebration in Victory Park was a great way to celebrate the things 
we love about our community and what it means to be Australian.

We honoured our Australia Day award winners for their outstanding contribution to 
the community, and seven people took the pledge to become Australian citizens.

Jaara Jaara elder Uncle Rick Nelson performed a welcome to country. The crowd also 
heard from the shire’s 2016 Citizen of the Year Aunty Julie McHale who spoke about 
her journey in working towards reconciliation and educating kids and the community 
on indigenous culture.

Everyone was invited to sit down and have a yarn with members of the indigenous 
community over lunch.

Thanks to all who contributed to a fun and relaxing day from providing live music, 
serving up sausages on the barbeque and entertaining the kids.

Visit our our website for more information and photos.

Civic Centre: Corner of Lyttleton and Lloyd Streets, Castlemaine 
PO Box 185, Castlemaine VIC 3450
Office hours: 8.30am - 5.00pm, Monday to Friday
t: (03) 5471 1700  f: (03) 5471 1749
e: info@mountalexander.vic.gov.au  w: www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au 

Council meetings
» Tuesday 21 March 
» Tuesday 18 April
» Tuesday 16 May
Meetings begin at 6.30pm and 
are held at the Civic Centre. 
Everyone is welcome to attend.

Pet registration
Don’t forget dog and cat registrations are due on Monday 10 April. If your pet goes 
astray the pound or vet can use your pet’s microchip and registration details to 
contact you and quickly reunite you with your pet. New pet owners can register their 
furry friends on Council’s website or drop into the Civic Centre in Castlemaine. If 
your pet is already registered you will receive a renewal notice in early March.

Slow down and reduce dust
If you’re driving on a residential unsealed road, you can make a big reduction in the 
amount of dust simply by slowing down. Research has found that drivers can reduce 
dust levels by almost 50 percent by slowing down from 50 km/hr to 35 km/hr. 

Raised dust can be annoying to residents when it gets into homes and outdoor 
areas. If you live on an unsealed road and dust is a problem have a chat with your 
regular visitors and neighbours. Suggesting they reduce their speed will help reduce 
your dust.

There is much to see and do 
in the region. Check the full 
calendar of events at  
www.maldoncastlemaine.
com.au. To list your 
event email c.baker@
mountalexander.vic.gov.au. 

2017 Australia Day Awards:

»  Citizen of the Year 
Eileen McDonald

»  Senior Citizen of the Year 
Dorothy (Dot) Smith

»  Young Citizen of the Year 
Meaghan Ferguson 

»  Community Event of the Year 
Run the Maine

»  Community Services Award 
Graham Fraser 

»  Community Event of the Year 
Special Mention 
Metcalfe Tractor Pull

Celebrating Australia Day
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