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Harcourt CWA members 
continue their support for the 
Lolotoe community 

n the early months of 2012, Harcourt CWA 
was the recipient of a large donation of 
curtain material.  

 
Straight away several members volunteered 
to sew bags for Lolotoe. Harcourt CWA is a 
supporter of FOL and knew there was a need 
for these bags. The local school children can 
carry their books in them and the women also 
put the bags to good use in many other ways. 
Our members were able to produce over 50 
bags. Not to be outdone, the knitters of our 
branch added to our donation several 
beanies, baby wraps, scarves and blankets. 
 
At the FOL Christmas break-up on Wednesday 
November 21, it was a real thrill to see photos 
of our gifts being eagerly accepted by the 
women of Lolotoe. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is a wonderful project to be involved in. 
We have a constant source of fabric and wool 
being donated so we will be able to make this 
an ongoing activity for our members. 
  

Margaret Gaal. 
International Officer – Harcourt CWA 
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Above: Surrounded by wools and fabrics: Harcourt 
CWA members L to R: Laurel Jeffrey; Bev Ipsen and 

Margaret Gaal adding the finishing touches 
Below:  Delighted as ever – local women from the 

Lolotoe sub-district receiving their bags and 
thanking the Harcourt CWA for their efforts 
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Lolotoe trip Update 
By Marion Oakley (Pres) 
 

ravelling to East Timor each year one 
sees many changes and being able to 
share these experiences with other 

people is always a bonus. 
 
In November, Catherine Jerome, one of our 
committee members, joined me for our two 
week stint to East Timor and her account 
follows this report. 
 
Like the rest of East Timor, Lolotoe was at the 
end of the dry season and this was reflected 
in the once lush, tropical undergrowth being 
covered in dust and large vegetable plots 
begging for moisture. Added to this was the 
aftermath of harsh winds on some of the 
buildings; roofs ripped off and sagging eaves.  
 
Perhaps no different from more advanced 
economies where one waits patiently for the 
repair man. 
 
On the brighter side, we saw the well 
established government program in action 
which provides nutritional meals for the 
students and employment for the mothers 
who do the cooking. 
 
We visited the primary school in the village of 
Ames which now has another building making 
it possible for students to attend grades 1-6.   
 
This visit provided us with the opportunity to 
donate Tetum language books (purchased in 
Dili), and writing materials and pen pal letters 
from the Castlemaine Secondary College. 
 
The two community toilets funded by Friends 
of Lolotoe are expected to be functional by 
the end of this month and Father Robertus 
Wontong extended his thanks to our 
community. 

Discussions with community leaders 
confirmed the Friends of Lolotoe Scholarship 
program as an ongoing entity with 21 
secondary school students expected to be 
receiving assistance by the year 2014. 
 
In Lolotoe, a new administration centre is 
undergoing construction and the community 
leaders are keen for their existing 
administration building (which is still in very 
good shape) to be converted into a 
community education house with a section 
devoted to guest/tourist accommodation. 
 
Also being considered is a study tour for 
Lolotoe community leaders to visit our Shire 
in 2013. Friends of Lolotoe welcome 
expressions of interest to support either of 
these projects. 
 
This report would not be complete without 
mentioning the gratitude expressed by  
Senor Moniz (Lolotoe’s sub district 
administrator) on behalf of his community for 
the friendship and support that our 
community is extending to them. 

 

 

T 

Above: Proposed guest accommodation and 
youth centre 

Below: New administration centre under 
construction in Opa vila Lolotoe sub district 



3 
 

A ‘short version’ of my first 

trip and home stay in Opa vila  

Lolotoe sub district  

By Catherine Jerome November 2012 

t was a seven hour trip covering 186 
kilometres from Dili, the capital of Timor 
Leste, to Opa village in the sub-district of 

Lolotoe located in the south-west of Timor 
Leste. 

The coastal road mostly hugged the coastline 
with steep drops until it wound inland and the 
countryside was just as steep and rugged, the 
only relief being the flat plains of rice fields in 
Maliana. Otherwise, the narrow twisting 
roads wound up, down and followed the 
ridges. They are increasingly damaged by  
heavy rains each season and can become 
impassable.  
 
For six nights Marion and I were guests in the 
home of the local junior secondary school 
principal, Senor Luis Barros, his wife Edit and 
their three 
children, Yati, 
Levi, Lely and 
Luis’s nephew 
Eduardo. 
Luis’s godson, 
Ico, spent this 
week with the 
family as a 
translator for Snr Luis and for us when we 
were in the community and at official 
meetings. 

My purpose for travelling to Timor Leste was 
both a personal interest in travel and as a 
member of our local friendship group to 
further understand the country and people 
and the relationship between our two very 
different communities.  

Previous visits to Lolotoe by FOL had included 
home stays with the local parish sisters and 

the local ‘tourist’ home stay owned by the 
two shopkeepers, so it was a privilege to stay 
with yet another local family. With our basic 
use of Tetun and Indonesian, and the support 
of a Tetun-English dictionary and Ico’s help, 
we were on an even playing field of finding 
out about each others lives. Even so, there 
were moments when meanings were lost in 
translation. 
 
As guests, we followed the family routines. 
Other than that, each day was guided by the 
purpose of the trip – to listen to the 
community’s proposals for future projects 
and follow up on previous projects that had 
either been completed or nearing completion. 

The concrete block, un-rendered, six-roomed 
home was sparsely furnished. The roof was 
tin and there were no ceilings. The door 
spaces were covered by curtains freely pulled 
or tied back. The windows were covered in 
steel mesh with curtains.  Despite this we 
experienced no mosquitoes. Locals will tell 
you that, ‘there are no mosquitoes in 
Lolotoe’! 

The back and 
front doors 
were locked 
at night or 
during the 
day if no-one 
was closely 
about. Each 
morning, 

Eduardo gently ‘watered’ the dirt floors to 
reduce the dust during the hot days. 

The kitchen was a stand alone corrugated tin 
shed with an open fire. The wash room and 
W.C. were in another corrugated building. 
The wash up area was outside on a high 
wooden bench. The used water was later 
sloshed over the surrounding area to wash 
away any scraps or rubbish or sometimes on 
the plants. There was an avocado, banana and 
orange tree but no home vegetable plot.   

I 

Pictures - (left) inset above:  Some of the 
Barros family members and (right) the 

Barros family home 

Contd… 
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Chickens wandered freely during the day and 
roosted in the trees at night. As we brushed 
our teeth outside at night, we noticed many 
small frogs came in the cool of the night air.  

The shrill sound of cricket like insects whose 
noise filled the air during the heat of the day, 
were also attracted to the light at night and 
occasionally came inside, only to be caught by 
Edit. 

Water was accessed from a hose connected 
to a pipe that came into the property from 
one of the two large town tanks. These tanks 
were fed 
by spring 
water. 
Small 
groups of 
houses in 
some 
parts of 
the 
village 
collected their water from a communal tap. 
Water seemed to be freely used. In the 
Lolotoe sub district the rainy period is usually 
nine months of the year so even though 
everything looked thirsty and dusty while we 
were there, a long drought may not feature in 
the locals thinking for too long.  

We ate every meal at home, carefully 
prepared by Edit with food help from the girls 
and Eduardo. Three to six dishes were cooked 
for both lunch and dinner using chillies, garlic 
and ‘masako’, a standard Indonesian spice 
mix.  

Meal times became an exchange of 
experiences, queries and often where Luis 
would discuss future proposals. This was after 
they were satisfied we had eaten ‘more rice’ – 
a sign that we were happy and well looked 
after guests. 

 

Electricity for the Barros family was from a 
small generator. When Luis fired up the 
generator all electric systems were go.  

When it was turned off everything electrical 
simultaneously went off. By the end of this 
year new power lines will bring electricity for 
the last 35 kms from Maliana, the large 
neighbouring sub district, to Opa. This was 
very evident by clearing of trees and erection 
of poles in this mountainous terrain. 

As much as I wanted it to rain I did hope it 
would hold off just until we had made the 

first two 
hours and 
35km 
part of 
the trip 
on the 
road back 
to Dili. 
And it 
did. The 

locals make this trip on motorbike, a more 
easily manoeuvrable vehicle than the Nissan 
4WD we travelled in. The local shop owners 
own the two trucks in town and there are few 
other vehicles other than Snr Luis’s, Father 
Roberto’s and the sub district Administrator’s. 
The standard travel is by foot between home, 
school, church, friends, market and garden. 

“What was it like in Timor Leste?” I have been 
asked this many times since my visit. 

Great, fun, challenging, different, humbling, 
positive, rewarding, complex … and many 
more: something not simply expressed in a 
few words unless followed by a more lengthy 
clarification of my answer. 

We are extremely grateful to Snr Luis Barros 
and his family for their hospitality and 
kindness extended to us during that period. CJ 

 

Hakarak ba aprendeTetum?  Want to learn Tetum?  Ongoing classes are held in Melbourne or 
a tutor can come to your group . Contact Katrina Langford timorlink@hotmail.com  

Pictures inset above (left): The local Saturday market in Opa 
vila providing fresh fruit and vegetables and (right) Francisco 

(our translator) and friend sharing their musical talents 

mailto:timorlink@hotmail.com
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Out and about… 
Five Timor Leste anniversaries 
celebrated in Canberra 
 

he Albert Hall in Canberra was the 
setting for commemorating five 
anniversaries for Timor Leste recently. 

 
At the end of a scorching hot day, H.E. Abel 
Guterres, Timor Leste Ambassador to 
Australia, addressed the 400 invited guests, 
referencing East Timor’s past Portuguese 
colonial history and in more recent times, the 
friendship and support shown by Australians 
to East Timorese people during the Second 
World War and the events surrounding the 
Restoration of Independence, including ten 
years of diplomatic relations between 
Australia and Timor Leste.  
 
The guests were then treated to an evening of  
refreshments, music and dance to round out 
the evening. 
 
Picture insets (right): Some of the 400 guests 
enjoying the Timor Leste celebrations in 
Canberra recently 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

International Volunteers’ 

Week 
 
Friends of Lolotoe were one of several community 
groups to take part in the recent International 
Volunteers’ Day celebrations. 
 

Supported by the Mount Alexander Volunteers’ 
Network and the Mount Alexander Shire Council, 
the main community group displays were held in 
the historical Market Building in Mostyn Street, 
Castlemaine. 
 
Friends of Lolotoe thank the Mount Alexander 
Volunteers’ Network and their supporters for yet 
another successful event. 

T 

A permanent home 

The Friends of Lolotoe’s framed 

poster, which acknowledges the 

friendship agreement between the 

Mount Alexander Shire and Lolotoe 

sub district communities now has a 

permanent home on the wall in the 

Shire’s front office in Lyttleton 

Street, Castlemaine. 

Friends of Lolotoe once again express 

their gratitude to MASC staff – Ms 

Aileen Walsh (coordinating task), Ms 

Meg Norris (design) and the support, 

of CEO Mr. Phil Rowland, and the 

Mount Alexander Shire Council  
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Run for  

East Timor 
Sunday  

September 8th  

2013 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fun run or walk the beautiful 
Castlemaine Botanical Gardens 

and then soak up local and 
East Timorese music, food and 

culture 

5km & 10km run or a 2km walk 

More details in the New Year 

VLGA UPDATES for 2013 
 

11 day Study tour departing 23rd August 2013  
 to East Timor – Cost $2769 (excluding airfares)     

Will be either an east or west tour (of East Timor)  
depending on interest of participants –  
For full details contact 
Gary Jungwirth  
Human Rights Policy & Project Officer 
Timor-Leste Project Officer  
Victorian Local Governance Association 

gary@vlga.org.au 
Tel: 03 9349 7999   Mob: 0417 335 940   

 

LOOKING AHEAD TO 2013 

Friendship Conference 

Melbourne October 3-5th 2013 

Further details in the  

New Year 

  

  

This summer why not  take some time to explore and fill in your 
knowledge and understanding of East Timor.  Borrow a book from our 
library – history, geography, autobiographies and more.  For all loans 
contact Denise Jepson: 5473 4470 or email denisejepson@bigpond.com 
 

mailto:gary@vlga.org.au
mailto:denisejepson@bigpond.com
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Gift cards are available 
for sale at $3.50ea. All 
proceeds support the 
ongoing projects for 
the Lolotoe community.  
We are grateful to the 
following people for supporting this project. 
 
Card outlets: Denise Jepson’s Second-hand book 
stall at the Wesley Hill Market; Falkner Gallery; 
Legion Office works; The Forge; Harcourt General 
Store; 50Km Local Produce shop (Maldon) & 
Cascade Print Gallery (Maldon) 
To purchase cards or to have your business, 
workplace, school or community group support 
this venture — 
Contact Catherine Jerome Ph: 5472 4101 

 
 
 
 
 

MEETINGS 

Meetings for the Friends of Lolotoe 

(Timor-Leste) Inc. are held on the first 
Wednesday of each month (except 
January).  Everyone welcome.  

Venue:  
Foyer of Castlemaine Town Hall – 
Lyttleton Street (side entrance) 

Time: 7pm  

All welcome 
Enquiries: Denise Jepson  
PH: 5473 4470 
Email: denisejepson@bigpond.com 
Membership enquiries: 
Catherine Jerome  
PH: 5472 4101 
Email: cjerome37@gmail.com 

WHO WE ARE 
We belong to a network of Australia – 

Timor-Leste Friendship groups which grew 
out of Timor-Leste’s request for friendship 

following Independence in 1999. 

 
The principles guiding Friendship groups 

are based on the Victorian Local 
Governance Association’s (VLGA) Timor 

Leste Advisory Group and include 

acknowledging Timorese-led decision 
making, developing sustainable projects, 

maintaining communication in an 
environment of mutual trust and respect and 

developing opportunities for cultural 

exchange. 

The Mount Alexander Shire Mayor, Cr. 
Philip Schier signed the Friendship 

Agreement in January 2009 with 

administrators Snrs. Moniz (Lolotoe sub-

district) and Martins (Bobonaro  District)  

co-signing the Agreement in April 2009. A 
copy of the Friendship Agreement is held at 

the Shire Offices in Lyttleton Street, 

Castlemaine, or can be viewed at our 
webpage www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au  

click on Community Life then scroll down to 
Timor Leste Friendship Group. 

For a full description of the VLGA 

Friendship Agreement Guidelines visit the 
VLGA website: www.vlga.org.au 
 

If you wish to make a donation to support 
projects, or to get involved in a project 

contact our Secretary: 
Denise Jepson 
PH: 5473 4470 

Email: denisejepson@bigpond.com 

 

Did you enjoy reading this newsletter? 
Then why not pass it on to your friends 

and family  
Send us your comments, contribute your ideas, 
write an article, or submit your story to the ‘Your 
Space’ column. ‘Your Space’ is a cross-cultural 
link with the Lolotoe community in East Timor. 
Send all contributions to: 
The Editor: PO Box 955 Kyneton 3444 
Email: moakley@vic.chariot.net.au 

Friends of Lolotoe  

 

wish all their members and 
supporters, and readers of this 

newsletter a Happy Christmas and 
prosperous New Year and we thank 

you for continuing to support the 
projects for the Lolotoe community of  

Timor Leste 

To view this newsletter and all information on Friends of Lolotoe online – visit our webpage at 
www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au click on Community Life and scroll down to Timor-Leste Friendship Group 

 

http://www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au/
http://www.vlga.org.au/
http://www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au/

