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Inside this Issue 

AGM – A good response 
Raising the roof – Garage sale success   
Your Space – Katrina Langford 
Snapshots – Koro Loriko Choir visit 
Deadline for Next Issue: November 24th. Send 
all contributions to 
The Editor  
Friends of Lolotoe  
PO Box 955 Kyneton, 3444 or email: 
moakley@vic.chariot.net.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sanitation project nears 

completion 

he construction of two toilets for the 
Lolotoe community is almost finished – 
see photos this page courtesy of Father 

Robertus Wontong who is overseeing the 
construction. 

Interrupted early on by the rainy season, the 
community workers are now back on track to 
see their efforts finally being rewarded. 

Funding for the two toilets ($US 3049) has 
been provided by the Mount Alexander Shire 
community in response to the Friends of 
Lolotoe’s fundraising events and from private 
donations.  
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 Good turn-out for AGM 

 n enthusiastic group, which included 
members and guests, attended our 3rd 
Annual General Meeting which took 

place on September 5th. 

Both the President and Treasurer presented 
reports focusing on another successful year 
and the call to maintain the momentum. 

A vote of thanks was extended to the retiring 
Secretary, Ruth MacLaren, and to Elaine 
Pulleine for her work on preparing the 
Scholarship guidelines. 

The following people were elected to the 
committee: Marion Oakley (Pres); Paul Perry 
(Vice Pres); Denise Jepson (Sec); Hans van 
Gemert (Treas. & Public Officer); extra 
committee members: Elaine Pulleine, 
Catherine Jerome and Ruth MacLaren. 

The formal proceedings were followed by 
guest speaker and local Castlemaine resident, 
Bernard Tonkin, who spoke about different 
aspects of progress in East Timor’s capital Dili; 
and his work with Don Boscoe teaching 
carpentry and, later, at a local East Timorese 
NGO which focused on reducing domestic 
violence.  

Mayer and Rayner Cook-Tonkin filled in the 
details about their school life at the 
International School in Dili and the many 
friends they have made over the past three 
and a half years.  

To view the full Annual Report for 2011-12   
www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au 
→Community Life →Timor Leste Friendship 
Group 

 

 

 

 

 

Garage Sale raises the roof 

ur Annual Garage Sale this year had 
an overwhelming donation of books 
turning the little West End Hall into a 

book-fest as well as a bric-a-brac treasure 
trove. (See Photos below) 

Again a good crowd turned up to support this 
fundraising event and at the end of the day 
$3191 had been raised – a wonderful effort. 

In addition, the winter raffle raised $2000. 
Together these funds consolidate the 
Scholarship Fund, therefore allowing more 
Lolotoe students to be included for 2013 and 
beyond. 

 Thank you to Denise Jepson and Paul Perry 
for coordinating the donation pick-ups and to 
all our volunteers and donors for their 
concerted efforts and to the Mount Alexander 
community for making this yet another 
successful  fundraiser. 

A O 

Welcome to New Members 

Heather Brown  
Rae Hughes  
Anne Loney 
Judith McKenzie-McHarg  
Margaret Rasa 
Karen Seaton 
If you would like to become a member 
Contact 
Catherine Jerome:  
5472 4101 Email: cjerome37@gmail.com 
 
 

http://www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au/
mailto:cjerome37@gmail.com
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Books for Kids in East 

Timor – How You Can Help 

By Katrina Langford 

 have been involved with East Timor for 13 
years, first going to Timor in 2001 when I 
was 18 years old.   

Over this time, I have seen the people of this 
new nation struggle to break out of the cycle 
of poverty, and I believe that a good 
education is one of the most powerful ways 
for people to do this.  

The education figures in East Timor are pretty 
scary. In the Lolotoe sub-district, for example, 
only 12.05% of the population have reached 
the level of pre-secondary education (high 
school years 7-9).  More than double that, 
24%, have had no education at all (data from 
2010 census).  This means that the majority of 
people in this district either only went to 
primary school, or did not go to school at all.  

One of the issues that kids face when they do 
go to school is the fact that there are hardly 
any resources available for them to learn 
with. Those resources that are available are 
not necessarily in languages that the kids 
understand. (Tetun and Portuguese are the 
official languages of East Timor, and used in 
education, but in Lolotoe, Bunak is the first 
language of 91% of the population).  

I have joined together with other Australian 
and Timorese friends, to create free books 
and other resources for kids in East Timor.  
The aim is to create resources for kids that are 
affordable (the cost of photocopying only), 
relevant (based on the situation in Timor), and 
accessible (translated into all of Timor’s 
languages).                                 Contd… 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Some of these books will also carry messages 
(i.e. health, sanitation, etc) based on current  
government and NGO programs. You can help  
by sponsoring the creation of new resources. 
All donations will go towards paying Timorese 
artists, writers and translators to create these 
books and other resources for free 
distribution.  Email timorlink@hotmail.com 
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Above: Katrina Langford with some of her in-laws. 

Learn Tetum – the Language of  

East Timor! 
Tetum classes are held on an ongoing basis in 
Melbourne. If you have a group of people who 
want to learn Tetum, a tutor can also come to you.  
For more information email 
timorlink@hotmail.com or check the website 
www.timorlink.org  
Highly recommended   -   Ed. 

Your 

  Space 

A regular column inviting submissions from people who have an interest 
in sharing their experiences of East Timor. For this edition of the 
newsletter we welcome Katrina Langford. 

Until  recently, Katrina Langford was a PhD candidate in linguistics but 
has since put her studies on hold to enable her to devote more time to 
programs in East Timor. She is fluent in Tetun, Indonesian, and Fataluku 
(the language spoken in Lospalos). She is the coordinator for the Tetum 
language classes (see advertisement below) and helped to develop the 
TimorLink website – an information sharing resource for people 
interested in East Timor’s development                                  Ed. 

Friends of Lolotoe will discuss this program with 
the Lolotoe sub-district community later this year 

Visit the TimorLInk website to see how Friends of Lolotoe and other individuals, schools 
and organisations are contributing to East Timor’s development. www.timorlink.org – go 
to Timorlinkprojects – a Project supported by Timorlink and With One Seed 

 

mailto:timorlink@hotmail.com
mailto:timorlink@hotmail.com
http://www.timorlink.org/
http://www.timorlink.org/
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The Melbourne Millennium Chorus 

Featuring Koro Loriko Choir and Ego Lemos 

Koro Loriko choir from East Timor performing with Ego Lemos and the Millennium 
Chorus at Melbourne Town Hall in August. 

Photos courtesy of Jorge de Araujo – to view all photos visit  
http://dearaujo1940.c4.cmdwebsites.com/proofing/login.php?gid=16 
To view Jorge’s website: www.jdaphoto.com 
 

 

 

The Koro Loriko Choir and Ego Lemos also performed at the Capitol Theatre 
in Bendigo with the Girton Grammar School junior choir and Women of 

Note choir – a cultural feast for everyone who attended 

 

http://dearaujo1940.c4.cmdwebsites.com/proofing/login.php?gid=16
http://www.jdaphoto.com/
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Gift cards are 
available for sale at 
$3.50ea. All 
proceeds support 
the ongoing 
projects for the 
Lolotoe community. We are grateful to the 
following people for supporting this project. 

Card outlets: Denise Jepson’s Second-hand 
book stall at the Wesley Hill Market; Falkner 
Gallery; Legion Office works; The Forge; 
Harcourt General Store; 50Km Local Produce 
shop (Maldon) & Cascade Print Gallery 
(Maldon) 
To purchase cards or to have your business, 
workplace, school or community group 
support this venture — 
Contact Catherine Jerome Ph: 5472 4101 
 

Congratulations to the winners of our 
Winter Raffle  

1st prize:  K. Jepson (Ticket No. 127) 
2nd prize: Ben Hall (Ticket No. 180) 
3rd prize:  Elaine Stephens (Ticket No. 288) 
4th prize:  M. Reynolds (Ticket No.166) 

And thank you to our local  
Castlemaine donors 

Stoneman’s Book Room (plus private 
donation)/Tonks Hardware/ Paul Perry – garden 
clean-up etc. [2days]/ Computa Fella / Castlemaine 
Cellars/Naam Pla Thai restaurant /Mulberry Deli  

 

MEETINGS 

Meetings for the Friends of Lolotoe 

(Timor-Leste) Inc. are held on the first 
Wednesday of each month. Everyone 
welcome 

Venue:  
Foyer of Castlemaine Town Hall – 
Lyttleton Street (side entrance) 

Time: 7pm  

All welcome 
Enquiries: Denise Jepson  
PH: 5473 4470 
Email: denisejepson@bigpond.com 
Membership enquiries: 
Catherine Jerome  
PH: 5472 4101 
Email: cjerome37@gmail.com 

WHO WE ARE 
We belong to a network of Australia – 

Timor-Leste Friendship groups which grew 
out of Timor-Leste’s request for friendship 

following Independence in 1999. 
 

The principles guiding Friendship groups 

are based on the Victorian Local 
Governance Association’s (VLGA) Timor 

Leste Advisory Group and include 
acknowledging Timorese-led decision 

making, developing sustainable projects, 

maintaining communication in an 
environment of mutual trust and respect and 

developing opportunities for cultural 

exchange. 

The Mount Alexander Shire Mayor, Cr. 

Philip Schier signed the Friendship 

Agreement in January 2009 with 

administrators Snrs. Moniz (Lolotoe sub-

district) and Martins (Bobonaro  District)  

co-signing the Agreement in April 2009. A 
copy of the Friendship Agreement is held at 

the Shire Offices in Lyttleton Street, 
Castlemaine, or can be viewed at our 

webpage www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au  

click on Community Life then scroll down to 
Timor Leste Friendship Group. 

For a full description of the VLGA 

Friendship Agreement Guidelines visit the 
VLGA website: www.vlga.org.au 
 

If you wish to make a donation to 
support projects, or to get involved in a 
project contact our Secretary:  
Denise Jepson  
PH: 5473 4470 
Email: denisejepson@bigpond.com 
 

Did you enjoy reading this newsletter? 
Then why not pass it on to your friends 

and family  
Send us your comments, contribute your ideas, 
write an article, or submit your story to the ‘Your 
Space’ column. ‘Your Space’ is a cross-cultural 
link with the Lolotoe community in East Timor. 
Send all contributions to: 
The Editor: PO Box 955 Kyneton 3444 
Email: moakley@vic.chariot.net.au 

To view this newsletter and all information on Friends of Lolotoe online – visit our webpage at 
www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au click on Community Life and scroll down to Timor-Leste Friendship Group 

 

http://www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au/
http://www.vlga.org.au/
http://www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au/

