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Ms Hannah Loney with her local 
East Timorese interpreter 

 

Inside this Issue 

Cover story – International Women’s Day 
address – Ms Hannah Loney 
Run for East Timor event gets legs 
Harcourt CWA – Goods for Lolotoe 
Tourism forum report – Ruth MacLaren and 
Catherine Jerome 

 

Deadline for Next Issue: May 29. Send all contributions to 
the Editor, Friends of Lolotoe  
PO Box 955 Kyneton, 3444 or email: 
moakley@vic.chariot.net.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

riends of Lolotoe were fortunate to be able 
to present the evening session of the Mount 
Alexander Shire Council’s International 

Women’s Day event recently. 
 
Ms Hannah Loney, a PhD student from the history 
department at Melbourne University presented 
the case for ‘The Lived Experiences of Women 
during the Indonesian Occupation of Timor Leste’. 
 
We are grateful to Hannah for sharing an extract 
from her talk with our readers.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

y 
project 
looks 

at the ‘lived 
experiences’ of 
East Timorese 
women during 
the period of 
Indonesian 
occupation 
(1975-1999), and 
how they 
negotiated 
‘everyday life’ 
under the 
exceptional 
conditions of 
foreign military 
rule. My project is 
therefore an occupation history, conducted 
through a contemporary feminist lens. 
 
In most accounts of this period, women are 
situated within a narrative of passivity, 
victimhood and suffering, or within a masculine 
discourse that emphasises their heroism and 
sacrifice in the name of national liberation.  
 

I am interested in moving away from these 
narratives, to draw out the more everyday 
experiences of women during this period. The 
perspective arises from the observation that 
narratives of the Indonesian period of Timor-
Leste’s past have failed to succinctly record the 
experiences of ‘ordinary’ women, thus only 
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Mount Alexander Shire Council continue to 
support Friendship relationship  

Friends of Lolotoe welcome councilors Jess Howard 
and Michael Redden as council representatives to their 
committee. We look forward to continuing this 
evolving and positive relationship. 

International Women’s Day Celebrations 

A voice for East Timorese Women 

mailto:moakley@vic.chariot.net.au
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‘…we were born in a situation in which we had to talk about politics; no, not about politics, 

but about our resistance, our situation, everyday. It was like food. We had to be fed every day’. 

portraying a partial account of life during this 
period.  

 

My decision to place women at the centre of my 
research project therefore necessitates the use of 
women’s concrete experiences as the starting 
point from which to build a knowledge of the 
occupation. As such, I use oral history in order to 
position women’s voices and experiences at the 
centre of historical analysis. This approach aims to 
give voice to women’s lives that have been 
silenced and ignored, their experiences not 
deemed worthy of documentation.  
 
As part of my project, I have travelled to Timor-
Leste several times over the past couple of years, 
and have spoken to approximately fifty women 
about their experiences, memories and 

perceptions of life during Indonesian times. I 
spoke with ‘ordinary’ women about the everyday 
acts of survival and resistance, efforts to keep 
their families together, determination and 
stoicism in 'keeping on' despite difficult 
circumstances. Many of the women that I spoke 
to were beautiful story-tellers and I heard 
articulate, intelligent, and strong women reflect 
upon a difficult time with courage and 
pride. There were also contemporary issues that 
shaped an individual’s memories of the period, 
such as the ultimate success of the Timorese 
liberation struggle and therefore the desire to 
have their contribution recognised. Many 
experiences, such as those that were particularly 
violent or culturally difficult, had apparently been 
blocked from an individual’s recollections, or they 
didn’t want to talk about them. These issues 
presented some difficulties in the research 
process, but did not detract from the inspirational 
quality of the stories that I heard.   
 
Using an open-ended, life history approach, I 
heard about women’s experiences of the 
decolonisation process in 1974, the civil war and 
subsequent Indonesian invasion of December 
1975. Many resided in the mountains for several 
years after this point, under increasingly difficult 
circumstances. In the 1980s, life normalised to an 
extent, but there were still instances of mass 
human rights violations and many Timorese 
remained committed to the idea of national self-

determination as one of my interviewees, Beba, 

recalled: ‘we were born in a situation in which we 

had to talk about politics; no, not about politics, 

but about our resistance, our situation, everyday. 

It was like food. We had to be fed every day’. 
Stories centred on what happened to women as 
individuals, families and communities during this 
tumultuous period, which severely disrupted the 
traditional fabric of Timorese life.  
 
Many Timorese women's histories have already 
been shared with each other in their own local 
communities, but one of my interviewees, Mena,  
stressed to me the importance of sharing these 
stories between women across the world and so, I 
think that it is part of my role as a researcher, and 
as a woman, to share these stories with other 
men and women in other parts of the world. They 

are stories of ‘everyday’ women, who have 
managed to go on with their lives despite 
circumstances that are quite difficult, and I think 
that the way that they managed to do this can be 
an inspiration to us all.  
 
The most important part of my research, I see, is 
to create a space for the voices and experiences 
of non-elite women to be heard; not necessarily 
to completely destabilise the nationalist narrative 
of heroic suffering, but to present a more 
grounded interpretation of this period, one that 
resonates with the perspectives of women in their 
everyday lives and is attuned to the nuances 
contained within experiences of this period.   HL 
 
 

Thank you to all those people who attended. 
Proceeds for the evening totalled 
$284.70 for Lolotoe community 
projects. Special thanks to FOL 
committee member Catherine 

Jerome for organising the 
evening in conjunction with 

Mount Alexander Shire Council  staff – Ms 
Carolyn Wallace and Ms Karen Evennett.Friends 
of Lolotoe wish Ms Hannah Loney all the best for 

the remainder of her research project. 
 

Lolotoe community projects update  
June newsletter 
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Start training! 
Friends of Lolotoe are gearing up for their 
inaugural Fun Run and East Timorese cultural 
festival fundraiser to be held on Sunday 
September 8th, 2013 at the Castlemaine Botanical 
Gardens. 

The fun run (10km and 5km) and 2km walk will 
kick off at 10am with East Timorese cultural 
festivities to follow on from midday.  

Along with many other community groups, the 
Run For East Timor event was endorsed by the 
Mount Alexander Shire Council  earlier this year 
with a ‘Strengthening Communities’ grant – a 
much appreciated endorsement. 

We are grateful to local Harcourt resident and 
graphic designer, Mr. David Jeffries 
(www.pommegraphics.com.au) for donating his 
time to design the logo and poster and also 
mentoring  the Castlemaine Secondary College 
VCAL students to develop a website which will 
form part of their contribution and skills based 
learning.   

We welcome other schools, primary and 
secondary, community groups, or businesses to 
come on board either assisting on the day or 
competing as an individual, in a community team, 
or family team.  

All proceeds will benefit the Lolotoe Scholarship 
Fund and a building conversion program 
combining a guest house and youth community 
centre for the Lolotoe community in East Timor. 

Online Registrations – from June 1st 

Website details – available early May 2013 

 
Harcourt CWA continue their good 
work 

he women from the Harcourt CWA continue 
to churn out cloth bags, bunny rugs and 
scarves for the Lolotoe community. 

These items were despatched to Lolotoe recently 
courtesy of Bernard Tonkin returning to East 
Timor for a family reunion and supporting a 
Lolotoe community projects follow up. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sponsors for 
Run for East Timor 

 
Mount Alexander Shire Council 

Maldon and District Community Bank 
Private donations 

To add your name to the sponsorship list or to 
make a donation please contact the Fun Run 
Coordinator. Let’s make this event an occasion to 
remember and one that makes future Lolotoe 
projects possible. 

Elaine Pulleine 
Mob: 0419 620 102 
Email: the.pulleines@bigpond.com 

 

 

 

 

 
 

T 
Welcome to new 

members 
Josie Smyth 

Janet Cropley 
 

For membership enquiries see page 6 
of this newsletter 

 

FOL committee member and fun run coordinator Elaine 
Pulleine receives the community grant certificate from 
Mount Alexander Shire Council, Mayor, Cr. Michael Redden 

http://www.pommegraphics.com.au/
mailto:the.pulleines@bigpond.com
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VLGA Tourism for Development 
Timor Leste Forum  

3rd March, 2013 
 

An initiative of VLGA and Timor Adventures 

Presenters  

INTREPID TRAVEL – Jane Crouch 

TIMOR ADVENTURES – Dave Carlos 

Denis Tolkach PhD candidate Victoria University 

‘For over a decade many Friendship Groups have 
supported growth and development in the 
districts of Timor Leste.  A great deal has been 
achieved but there is still much more to do.  
There has been a period of increasing stability 
over the past five years culminating in the United 
Nations and the Australian Army both 
withdrawing.  Timor Leste is entering a new 
phase of development and many have turned 
their attention to considering sustainable 
opportunities for economic development in the 
districts.   

One of the opportunities more people are 
considering is the development of small scale 
tourism enterprises’.  Dave Carlos 

Ruth MacLaren and Catherine Jerome (FOL 
committee members) attended this forum. Their 
report which includes some notes from the 
presenters follows: 

The Tourism for Development Forum was an 
initiative of the VLGA and Timor Adventures.  The 
aim of the Forum was to explore tourism as a 
source of sustainable development in the districts. 

As part of the workshop participants listened to 
presenters and were asked to consider and share 
information about current tourism development, 
ideas for tourism development, and questions. 

Jane Crouch reported that there were positives 
and challenges related to tourism in Timor Leste. 

The positives included:  travellers want to give 
something to the communities they visit; they 
want to visit schools, learn about agriculture; 
learn and observe traditional culture; untouched 
beauty (e.g. no ice cream stands). 

 

 
 
 
The challenges ranged from locals not confident 
to be tour leaders; road access to villages difficult 
and often dangerous; public transport unreliable 
and unsafe sometimes; hire cars expensive 
alternative so travellers are put off; 
accommodation is few and far, not many 
alternatives and not always reliable; travellers 
were cynical if they felt that buildings had been 
constructed just for tourism. 
 
To overcome these challenges she proposed the  
use of community based facilities; train and 
employ locals in hospitality, customer service, 
documenting history and local knowledge of 
assets, plants, stories – sharing what they are 
proud of; volunteer tourists do not want to make 
demands of locals but give a guiding hand; locals 
to have a say about restoration priorities. 
 

Dave Carlos talked about his experiences as a 
tourist operator in Timor Leste.  His key concerns 
were getting a reliable income for locals as there 
is a high unemployment and many young with no 
opportunity for employment. 

His company’s aims are to improve the economy 
for local people so that poor people receive an 
increase in the net benefits from tourism.  It does 
this by linkages between tourism businesses and 
poor people participating more effectively in 
tourism development.  The intended outcomes 
would be increased local employment and 
involving local people in the decision making 
process. 

The challenges that his company has experienced 
are: ‘ local and international tourism marketing 
very limited; accommodation quality and quantity 
is low; prices are high; roads accessibility 
challenging; limited understanding of tourists 
needs; local tourism activities are limited’. 

They have managed these by: ‘spending most of 
their money and a lot of their time marketing; 
they are very careful about where they stay; only 
tour in the dry season; work with local providers 
and students; constantly on the lookout for new 
tourism activities’. 

Contd… 
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The general consensus from the Forum was that 
there were some very difficult obstacles to 
surmount which included: 

the cost of getting to East Timor was high.  In 
comparison the airfares to Bali or Vietnam for 
example were much cheaper; the cost and 
difficulty of travel within ET; the inconsistency of 
quantity and quality of accommodation 
the fact that there is a limited tourism season so 
that the locals would only have a few months 
where they were able to operate; marketing and 
signage within the country was non-existent. 
 

The positives which were still undeveloped: 

visiting a country which is newly opened to 
tourism; natural beauty of the country; local 
crafts; trekking; eco lodges; diving and hot 
springs. 
 
The group brainstormed and some suggestions 
were: 

cooking classes in homes; basket weaving 
workshops; tourism training for local guides; 
accommodation business; hospitality etc; walking 
tours to local inaccessible villages, including meals 
provided by the villagers; local attractions such as 
the hot springs and water pools; surfing; bird 
watching; diving; pottery; better maps, signage, 
web pages, data base. 
The participating Friendship Groups benefited 
from the presenters’ knowledge and 
brainstorming opportunities and were 
encouraged to go back to their Friendship groups 
to discuss the possibility of future tourism 
developments in their districts.      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make 
East 

Timor 

your 
next 

holiday 
destination 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you’re thinking of travelling to East 
Timor and would like to know more 
about its history, culture, geography 
and current situation but don’t know 
where to go – then visit our library 
collection.  
 
All enquiries: Denise Jepson 
Ph: 5473 4470 
Email: denisejepson@bigpond.com 
  

FFoorrtthhccoommiinngg  eevveennttss  

Celebrate East Timorese, dance, food and 
music 

Friday April 12th  
St. Kilda Town Hall  
Melbourne’s East Timorese community 
supporting Friends of Suai - 
$65 – Concession $35 – Children free 
Enquiries: assist@portphillip.vic.gov.au 
Or Jorge de Araujo  
Mob: 0419 183829 or email: 
jorge@jdaphoto.com 
 

May 3rd — Friends of Aileu  
13th anniversary dinner 
Aghadeer Restaurant - Brunswick - $50 

Guest Speaker:  
Mr. Peter McMullin (Pres. VECCI and 
International Adviser to East Timor’s Foreign 
Minister on business prospects in East Timor) 
Bookings essential: RSVP April 26th 
Richard Brown 
Mob: 0407 091 004 
Email: rbrown@moreland.vic.gov.au   
 

 

mailto:denisejepson@bigpond.com
mailto:assist@portphillip.vic.gov.au
mailto:jorge@jdaphoto.com
mailto:rbrown@moreland.vic.gov.au
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Gift cards are 
available for sale at 
$3.50ea. All 
proceeds support 
the ongoing 
projects for the 
Lolotoe 
community. We 
are grateful to the following people for supporting 
this project. 

Card outlets: Denise Jepson’s Second-hand book 
stall at the Wesley Hill Market; Falkner Gallery; 
Legion Office works; The Forge; Harcourt General 
Store; 50Km Local Produce shop [Maldon] & 
Cascade Print Gallery [Maldon] 
To purchase cards or to have your business, 
workplace, school or community group support 
this venture — 
Contact Catherine Jerome Ph: 5472 4101 
Email: cjerome37@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHO WE ARE 
We belong to a network of Australia – Timor-

Leste Friendship groups which grew out of 

Timor-Leste’s request for friendship 
following Independence in 1999. 

 

The principles guiding Friendship groups 
have been laid out by the Victorian Local 

Governance Association (VLGA) and include 
acknowledging Timorese-led decision 

making, developing sustainable projects, 

maintaining communication in an 
environment of mutual trust and respect and 

developing opportunities for cultural 

exchange. 

The Mount Alexander Shire Mayor, Cr. 

Philip Schier signed the Friendship 

Agreement in January 2009 with 
administrators Snrs. Moniz (Lolotoe sub-

district) and Martins (Bobonaro  District)  

co-signing the Agreement in April 2009. A 
copy of the Friendship Agreement hangs on 

the wall of the Shire Offices in Lyttleton 
Street, Castlemaine, or can be viewed at our 

webpage www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au  

click on Community Life then scroll down to 
Timor Leste Friendship Group. 

For a full description of the VLGA 
Friendship Agreement Guidelines visit the 

VLGA website: www.vlga.org.au 
 

For donations or project support: 
Contact Secretary:  
Denise Jepson 
Ph: 5473 4470  
Email: denisejepson@bigpond.com 

 

MEETINGS 

Meetings for the Friends of Lolotoe 

(Timor-Leste) Inc. are held on the first 
Wednesday of each month. Everyone 
welcome 

Venue:  
Foyer of Castlemaine Town Hall – 
Lyttleton Street (side entrance) 

Time: 7pm  
All welcome 
Enquiries: Denise Jepson 
PH: 5473 4470 
Email: denisejepson@bigpond.com 
Membership enquiries: 
Catherine Jerome  
PH: 5472 4101 
Email: cjerome37@gmail.com 

Did you enjoy reading this 

newsletter? 
Then why not pass it on to your 

friends and family  
 

Send us your comments, contribute your 
ideas, write an article, or submit your 
story to the ‘Your Space’ column. ‘Your 
Space’ is a cross-cultural link with the 
Lolotoe community in East Timor. 
 
Send all contributions to: 
 

The Editor:  
PO Box 955 Kyneton 3444 or  
Email: moakley@vic.chariot.net.au 
 

To view this newsletter and all information on 
Friends of Lolotoe online – visit our webpage at 

www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au click on 
Community Life and scroll down to Timor-Leste 

Friendship Group 

 

MEETINGS 
Meetings for the Friends of Lolotoe 

(Timor-Leste) Inc. are held on the first 
Wednesday of each month. Everyone 
welcome 

Venue:  
Foyer of Castlemaine Town Hall – 
Lyttleton Street (side entrance) 

Time: 7pm  

All welcome 
Enquiries: Denise Jepson  
PH: 5473 4470 
Email: denisejepson@bigpond.com 
Membership enquiries: 
Catherine Jerome  
PH: 5472 4101 
Email: cjerome37@gmail.com 
 

mailto:cjerome37@gmail.com
http://www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au/
http://www.vlga.org.au/
mailto:denisejepson@bigpond.com
mailto:moakley@vic.chariot.net.au
http://www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au/
mailto:denisejepson@bigpond.com
mailto:cjerome37@gmail.com

