MOUNT ALEXANDER SHIRE
A great place to live, work and invest
A great place for living well

www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au

Location
Location
Location

Maldon’s
streetscape is
lovingly preserved,
attracting visitors
to its variety of
retail, cafés, and
gold heritage.
Pop. 1641

Mount Alexander in Central Victoria is one of regional
Victoria’s best places to live, work, and invest.
Ideally located with strong industries, skilled labour
and public transport (120km from Melbourne —
a 90 minute train ride — and 40km from Bendigo)

Castlemaine is the
largest town and regional
business centre with a
rich gold rush history
and a growing reputation
as a fine food, arts and
shopping destination.
Pop. 9110

Accessible and affordable town or country living

Harcourt is the
apple centre of
Victoria with a long
history of apple and
pear growing and
more recently cider
production.
Pop. 872

Excellent medical facilities, schools and shopping
Great access to recreation, heritage and the
natural environment

BARINGHUP

People living in and around our towns enjoy beautiful
scenery and great communities along with easy access
to community services and quality education, health and
retail services.
The region has strong arts and cultural communities
with more than 100 annual festivals and events, as well
as cultural and village offerings helping to sustain and
support a vibrant tourism sector.
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Newstead on the
Loddon River has a
genuine village feel
with cafés, antiques and
collectables, galleries
and nearby wineries.
Pop. 802

CHEWTON

ELPHINSTONE
TARADALE

GUILDFORD

Guildford is a
welcoming community on
the banks of the Loddon
River between Daylesford
and Castlemaine.
Pop. 244

Calder Freeway & Rail
MELBOURNE

Picturesque Chewton
is surrounded by
bushland and the
Castlemaine Diggings
National Heritage Park.
Pop. 311

Taradale is a scenic
town with walking
trails linking
historic landmarks.
Pop. 191

Facts and stats
Mount Alexander Shire is a diverse Shire with urban
and rural communities, some having national historic
and environmental significance.
120km north west of Melbourne
Located within commuting distance of both Melbourne
and Bendigo, our community comprises almost 18,000
people with most living in Castlemaine, Harcourt,
Maldon, Newstead and Taradale.
The Shire’s popularity is expected to continue to grow
as new residents, mostly from Melbourne, migrate for
lifestyle reasons.
Shire Population
17,791 and expected to increase by 25% in the next
20 years.
Median age is 47 (State average 37).
Children up to 14 years 16% of the population
(State average 18.6%).
People 65 years and older 21% (State average 14.2).
Weather
Mount Alexander Shire is blessed with a temperate
climate.
Average maximum temperature is 20.2°C, summer
temperatures average 27°C and winter 13°C.
Average Rainfall is 560mm.
Property
The Shire has a range of available land, including:
• broadacre farming
• other agricultural use
• residential
• commercial
• industrial
Average house prices in 2012
Castlemaine $364,000, Maldon $257,000,
Newstead $298,000
Average weekly rental in 2012
3 bedroom home – Castlemaine $280, Maldon $235

A healthy
clever economy
In a climate of innovation, creativity and thinking, our
economy is growing with clever, highly skilled, and serviceorientated businesses alongside strong manufacturing and
agricultural sectors.
Manufacturing remains the Shire’s largest employer (35%
of jobs) and the expansion of KR Castlemaine, the region’s
largest employer, continues the Shire’s history with food
manufacturing.
Gold mining led to innovation in manufacturing foundries,
modern engineering and robotics. Until the 1960s economic
development was resource based, including farming and
gold mining, woolen and foundry production and food
manufacturing.
Today economic development is integrated with social and
community development as well as environmental protection
to achieve liveability.
New growth and investment in the Shire will be around
innovative, highly skilled and service-orientated businesses,
particularly in the arts, sustainability, technology, food, heritage
and events.
Healthcare, retail, education and training and construction are
all vital sectors. There is growth in service industries such as
healthcare provision, culture and recreation, accommodation
and food services, and vehicle modification. Food, wine and
cideries, the arts and tourism are growing, while agriculture
and horticulture, and mining remain important.
Economic contribution by sector (2011)
Almost half the Shire’s economic contribution is derived
from secondary industries, while job numbers and job growth
is coming from the service sector.
Sector

Primary
Secondary
Tertiary
Business services
Consumer services
Total

Economic
contribution
2011
($ million)

% of total

% of total
jobs

% change
in jobs
2006-2011

84.5

5.7

5.8

-17.5

712

47.9

30.6

10.3

311.6

21

17.3

5.6

148

10

22.4

10.9

229.4

15.4

23.9

12.4

1,485.5

100

100

8

Tourism

Services

The region has become a much-loved escape
for foodies, nature lovers, shoppers, history
buffs and art aﬁcionados, and their growing
contribution to the Mount Alexander economy
is signiﬁcant.

EDUCATION AND CHILDCARE

Visitors are attracted to the Shire to experience
its gold rush heritage and the culinary, artistic
and cultural endeavours of its residents,
together with the 100 or so events held in the
Shire each year.
They enjoy a lively café scene that reﬂects the
diversity, ingenuity and community-mindedness
of the locals. The best of regional produce
features in cafés and restaurants, at farmers
markets and in produce stores. Shopping locally
is a rewarding adventure for locals and visitors
alike, with the work of local artists, craftspeople
and artisans available in local shops and galleries.
Others are attracted by the region’s passion for
sustainability that has seen the Shire become a
leader in community-based initiatives to address
climate change.
Wineries and cideries are dotted throughout
the region and are an important tourism product
with cellar door tasting and sales, events and
festivals.

A wide range of preschool and childcare facilities are available across the area
including occasional, after-school, childcare and family day care programs.
Mount Alexander Shire is well serviced with education facilities including
state, catholic and Steiner primary and secondary schools. The Castlemaine
Secondary College is undergoing a significant redevelopment to provide a
contemporary, high quality learning environment.
Regional tertiary and post secondary education is provided through universities
in Bendigo and Ballarat, plus TAFE campuses in Castlemaine and Bendigo.

HEALTH AND EMERGENCY SERVICES

Castlemaine Health and Maldon Hospital provide medical, surgical and other
services to the community.
General practices and medical surgeries can be found across Mount
Alexander Shire and are supported by primary and allied healthcare at the
hospitals and Castlemaine and District Community Health.
The new $630 million Bendigo hospital, currently under construction, will be
the largest regional hospital in Victoria, providing high quality health care to
the region. Construction is due for completion by late 2016.

RECREATION

Parks, reserves and gardens abound. The Castlemaine Botanical Gardens,
Castlemaine Diggings National Heritage Park and Mount Alexander Regional
Park are just a few highlighting the region’s natural environment.

Visitor Numbers

Walking tracks can be found right across the Shire, and for those wanting
something more active there are cycling trails, golf courses, netball and tennis
courts, as well as swimming pools and sporting ovals.

Mount Alexander Shire is part of the Goldﬁelds
Tourism Campaign Region. In the year ended
June 2012:

Music and the arts have an active following in the Shire and are celebrated
in many of the events and festivals held across the year. There are numerous
galleries and the region is home to more than 400 practicing artists.

Mount Alexander attracted 411,000 visitors

TRANSPORT

149,000 overnight visitors stayed an average
of 2.5 nights per visitor
The estimated total number of visitor nights is
equivalent to an additional 1,092 permanent
residents in the Shire
Total tourist expenditure is estimated at
$78.9 million

Castlemaine is located on a major road and rail corridor. It is on the main
Swan Hill to Melbourne train line with hourly trains in both directions. The
express train from Castlemaine to Southern Cross Station on weekday
mornings will get you to the city in just over an hour.
Bendigo is 20 minutes by road, bus or rail from Castlemaine, and Melbourne
is just 120km from Castlemaine via the Calder Freeway.
But why leave? The Shire is already the location of choice for many talented
and passionate people from diverse backgrounds and experiences who have
established businesses, are working from home, in local services and industry,
or commuting to work in nearby Bendigo.

TECHNOLOGY AND COMMUNICATIONS

Rollout of the National Broadband Network has commenced in the shire
with installation of fixed wireless towers and the major centres will have fibre
connection. The Shire is also well serviced by ADSL and the major mobile
phone providers. There is an active local media scene which includes radio,
blogs and online and print newspapers.

Further information
Employment agencies
CVGT Australia
5470 6862
Tracys
5472 5340
Workforce XS
5470 6655
Business and Tourism groups
Maldon Incorporated
www.maldon.org.au
Tourism Services Unit
5471 1795

Real Estate Agents
Waller Realty
Tarrengower Property Sales
Cantwell Property Castlemaine
Castlemaine Property Group
Cassidy First National
Keogh Real Estate
Stuart Real Estate
Mount Alexander Shire
Economic Development Unit
Looking to work live or invest in
the Mount Alexander Shire?
Please contact the Economic
Development Unit.
T 03 5471 1700
info@mountalexander.vic.gov.au
www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au
Civic Centre
Cnr Lyttleton and Lloyd Sts
Castlemaine VIC 3450

