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Executive Summary
1.0

Introduction
The Heritage Study of the Shire of Newstead was commissioned in two
stages between 1998 and 2003 by the Mount Alexander Shire Council. The
study area was the municipality of the former Newstead Shire and included
(but was not limited to) the towns and rural centres of Campbells Creek,
Fryerstown Guildford, Newstead and Vaughan.
Wendy Jacobs, Architect & Heritage Consultant, was commissioned as the
principal consultant for both stages of the study. Stage 1 also involved Phil
Taylor, Historian; Stage 2 also involved Vicki Johnson, Architectural
Historian; Phil Taylor, Historian; Robyn Ballinger, Historian and Dr David
Rowe, Architectural Historian, Authentic Heritage Services Pty Ltd.

2.0

Project Objectives
Stage 1

The objectives of stage 1 were to:
 Prepare a thematic environmental history of post-contact settlement
and development of the study area;
 Identify all post-contact places of potential cultural significance in the
study area;
 Estimate the resources required to fully research, document, and
assess the cultural significance of all the places identified in Stage 1;
Stage 2

The objectives of Stage 2 were to:
 Rigorously assess and document the identified places of post-contact
cultural significance against the Australian Heritage Commission’s
criteria. This largely involved the assessment of those potential places
identified in Stage 1, together with heritage area precincts
 Review of the Thematic Environmental History;
 Provide recommendations for statutory registers;
 Provide recommendations for a heritage conservation program for the
study area;

3.0

Professional Criteria & Basis for Study
The basis to the preparation, identification and documentation of this study
was the Australia ICOMOS Burra Charter (November 1999). Assessment of
all heritage places within the study area was in accordance with the Criteria
of the Register of the National Estate, as prescribed in the VPP: Applying the
Heritage Overlay.

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, Dr. David Rowe and Robyn Ballinger
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4.0

Community Consultation
Community consultation formed an essential part of this project, with
informal meetings held to meet with community members in Stage 1. Stage 2
involved interviews (in person or by phone) with interested and
knowledgeable individuals about the history and developments of particular
parts of the study area or particular individual places; visits to historical
societies where historical information was gathered; and site visits and
follow-up meetings with individuals from Stage 1.

5.0

Results of the Study
Stage 2 of the Heritage Study of the Shire of Newstead has identified and
assessed 413 places of cultural heritage significance. Most of these places
have been identified in townships and smaller settlements.
Of this total:
 328 places have been recommended for inclusion or retention as a
heritage overlay on the Mount Alexander Planning Scheme (either as
individual places or places within a heritage precinct);
 23 places have been recommended for retention as an individual
heritage overlay on the Mount Alexander Planning Scheme (Note
HO971 and HO978 appear to relate to the same place);
 116 places have been recommended for individual inclusion as a
heritage overlay on the Mount Alexander Planning Scheme;
 25 places have been recommended for retention on the Victorian
Heritage Register;
 10 places have been recommended for addition to the Victorian
Heritage Register.
 18 places have been recommended for retention on the Victorian
Heritage Inventory (approximately 30 other places on the Victorian
Heritage Inventory are within the Castlemaine Diggings Heritage
National Park and are not listed separately);
 31 places have been recommended for addition to the Victorian
Heritage Inventory;
All of these places have been assessed according to the Australia ICOMOS
Burra Charter (November 1999) (see Section 4 and Appendix 6.02) and the
criteria for the Register of the National Estate, as prescribed in the VPP
Practice Note: Applying the Heritage Overlay (Appendix 6.07). The total
number of places identified also includes (for details of the terms used, refer
to Section 4):
 55 places of contributory significance within heritage precincts;
 85 conservation desirable places;

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, Dr. David Rowe and Robyn Ballinger
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5.1

Individual Places
The following breakdown indicates of the number of heritage places assessed,
according to their location and level of significance:
Location

Campbells Creek
Campbelltown
Fryerstown
Glenluce
Green Gully
Guildford
Irishtown
Joyces Creek
Muckleford South
Newstead
Sandon
Spring Gully
Strangways
Strathlea
Tarilta
Vaughan
Welshmans Reef
Werona
Yandoit Hills
Yapeen

Total
Number
of Places

Places of
State
Significance

94
6
42
4
5
37
5
5
6
94
10
16
13
4
5
18
9
4
10
26
413

5
1
5

3
2
2
1
1
1
7

2
1
2
2
35

Places of
Local
Significance

Contributory
within a
Heritage
Precinct

Conservation
Desirable
Places

19

23
3
4
3
3
9
3
1

47
2
25
1
2
20
2
5
71
7
3
11
2
7
7
1
5
20
238

8

5

14

8
2
6
2
4
3

9

55

2
2
3
4
85

Heritage
Inventory

1
1
3
1
5
2
2
1
1
13
3
5
3
1
1
3
3
49

Note that Heritage Inventory places have been assessed as of Local Significance,
Contributory or Conservation Desirable in addition to being recommended for addition to the
Victorian Heritage Inventory.

5.2

Heritage Precincts
Five heritage precincts were surveyed in the study.
1. Campbells Creek Heritage Precinct
2. Fryerstown Heritage Precinct
3. Guildford Heritage Precinct
4. Newstead Heritage Precinct
5. Vaughan Heritage Precinct

6.0

Heritage Program Recommendations

A.

Statutory Registers
 It is recommended that the heritage places identified, assessed and
documented according to the ICOMOS Burra Charter (November
1999) and the Criteria for the Register of the National Estate (as
prescribed in the VPP Practice Note: Applying the Heritage Overlay)
be nominated for the following statutory registers:




116 additional places of individual significance for the Mount
Alexander Planning Scheme (outside of heritage precincts). These
are in addition to the places already on the Planning Scheme.
10 places for the Victorian Heritage Register. These are in addition
to the places already on the Register.

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, Dr. David Rowe and Robyn Ballinger
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B.

31 places for the Victorian Heritage Inventory. These are in
addition to the places already on the Inventory.

Mount Alexander Shire Policy Review & Implementation
 It is recommended that an amendment to the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme be prepared that makes changes and/or additions to
the following municipal heritage policies, as outlined below:
 Municipal Strategic Statement- Heritage (Clause 21.11);
 Local Planning Policy Framework
 Local Planning Policies (Clause 22)
 Heritage
- Local Heritage Policy;
Campbells Creek Heritage Precinct
Fryerstown Heritage Precinct
Guildford Heritage Precinct
Newstead Heritage Precinct
Vaughan Heritage Precinct


Heritage Overlay
 Incorporation of five (5) nominated precinct areas;
 Incorporation of 136 nominated additional individual heritage
places identified in the former Newstead Shire (including those
individual heritage places within heritage precincts where controls
other than those provided for the precinct are recommended);

Municipal Strategic Statement
 It is recommended that Council review the current Municipal Strategic
Statement (MSS) to reflect the outcomes of the Heritage Study of the
Shire of Newstead. When preparing amendments to this scheme and
before making decisions about permit applications, the responsible
authority must take the MSS into account. It is therefore essential that
the MSS reflect the Shire’s Vision, Objectives and Strategies
regarding cultural heritage. The revised MSS should be in accordance
with the VPP Practice Note: Format of Municipal Strategic
Statements.
It is recommended that the revised Municipal Profile include a brief
overview of the extent, type and location of the heritage places of
cultural significance within the Shire.
It is recommended that the Key Influences section of the MSS briefly
examine the potential impacts of commercial, residential, rural,
tourism and other developments on cultural heritage in the Shire, and
the importance of retaining, enhancing and managing the Shire’s
cultural heritage as part of its identity. The Key Influences section
may also briefly explain the importance of the Heritage Study of the
Shire of Newstead as a critical tool in providing an understanding and
appreciation of the Shire’s heritage assets, together with the
importance of continuing the Shire’s Heritage Advisory Service to
assist both the Shire and owners/managers/occupiers of heritage
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, Dr. David Rowe and Robyn Ballinger
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places with conservation and new development. Additional funding
requirements may also be stipulated.
It is recommended that the Objectives, Strategies and Implementation
section of the MSS:
- Promote the conservation and enhancement of places of
individual or contributory cultural heritage significance within
the Shire;
- Promote the conservation and enhancement of those identified
heritage areas of cultural heritage significance within the Shire;
- Discourage demolition of heritage places;
- Promote other measures of conserving and understanding the
significance of heritage places through the preparation of
Conservation Management Plans and community awareness
programs;
- Promote new work for sites and buildings in heritage areas that
responds to the character, form, scale and context of its
surroundings through innovative design;
Local Planning Policy Framework
 It is recommended that a Local Heritage Policy in Clause 22: Local
Planning Policies in the Local Planning Policy Framework (LPPF) of
the Mount Alexander Planning Scheme be reviewed. This policy
should be reviewed in accordance with the VPP Practice Note:
Writing a Local Planning Policy and divided into an overall Heritage
Policy with objectives and policy statements, and 5 proposed
individual policies that apply specifically to those heritage areas
within the Municipality. Each individual policy to have its own
objectives and policy statements;


These objectives set out how Council will exercise its discretion in the
consideration of planning permit applications. Additional objectives
should ensure appropriate protection and control of the significant
individual and contributory heritage places and should include (but
not be limited to):
- An explanation of the number of individual heritage policies
and the extent of the heritage policies and objectives (as an
introduction);
- A cross reference to the Municipal Strategic Statement in the
policy basis, to reinforce the Shire’s commitment to cultural
heritage;
- More comprehensive policy basis, based on the information of
this Report;
- Objectives and policies that encourage the retention of
significant individual and contributory heritage places;
- Specific detailed policies on the conservation and retention of
contributory places within heritage overlay precincts. An
overriding policy could read as follows:
“All heritage places of contributory significance which have
been identified and assessed as part of a Heritage Overlay

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, Dr. David Rowe and Robyn Ballinger
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-

Precinct through a process of public consultation should be
subject to a Heritage Overlay control in the Planning Scheme.
These places have local heritage significance within the
heritage area and assist in defining the character of the area”;
A specific policy on archaeological places, which are
automatically protected under the Heritage Act 1995;
A reference to all new developments within heritage overlays
to be carried out in accordance with the ICOMOS Burra
Charter as part of the objectives;
Objectives and policies on the conservation and enhancement
of heritage places, engineering and street works infrastructure
and landscapes;
A Demolition Policy that considers the processes required and
establishes guidelines for demolition proposals of heritage
places;

These additional heritage policies and objectives are required to support
the conservation and retention of both the individual and contributory
heritage places of cultural significance within the Shire, especially at
VCAT hearings. The additional policies and objectives will also
compliment and reinforce the specific policies and objectives for each
heritage precinct.
Specific Policies for Heritage Precincts (Heritage Overlay Areas)
 It is recommended that the specific objectives and policies provided
for each of the nominated heritage precincts (Heritage Overlay Areas)
be considered by Council and implemented. The policy basis for each
of these policies has been formed from the supporting background for
each precinct (including the statement of significance). Together with
the policy basis, the objectives and policies (which set out how
Council will exercise discretion) should be derived from sound
conservation principles.
C.

Recommended Planning Scheme Amendment Process
It is recommended that the Mount Alexander Shire Council undertake the
following process in order to carry out an amendment to the Planning Scheme
as a result of the recommendations of this study, including:


Implementation of policies and objectives as set out in this report.



After careful review of the final draft of the Report, the Council
should form an independent opinion of the study, consider any
alterations deemed necessary and subsequently proceed to public
exhibition. It is suggested that an informal exhibition of the study be
undertaken prior to the formal planning scheme amendment under the
Planning and Environment Act 1987.



Under the formal planning scheme amendment, if no objections have
been received and Council agrees with the Study recommendations,

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, Dr. David Rowe and Robyn Ballinger
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Council should forward the exhibited amendment to the Minister for
Planning requesting approval.


If Council receives submissions objecting to the planning scheme
amendment, it is recommended that Council should not automatically
remove the particular heritage place/s from the proposed precinct, but
where appropriate, negotiate with the objector. Council should refer
objecting submissions to the Heritage Advisor for review and to make
comment where appropriate. If an objecting submission cannot be
accommodated to the satisfaction of the objector and Council in the
Amendment, then the submission should be referred to an
Independent Panel (appointed by the Minister for Planning) for
assessment. Council will then consider the Panel’s recommendations
and decide to change the Amendment, adopt it unchanged or abandon
it. Unless Council decides to abandon the proposal, the amendment is
then sent to the Minister for Planning and Local Government
requesting approval.



It is recommended that the individual heritage places and the five
heritage precincts (including the heritage places of individual and
contributory significance within them), which have been researched,
assessed and developed according to the ICOMOS Burra Charter and
the Criteria for the Register of the National Estate (as prescribed in
the VPP Practice Note: Applying the Heritage Overlay), be
nominated for inclusion in the Mount Alexander Planning Scheme),
subject to the normal statutory amending processes provided under the
Planning and Environment Act 1987.



It should be noted that the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay in the
new format Planning Scheme does not specifically indicate the
significance of specific individual and contributory places or list every
individual and contributory place. Rather, the Schedule to the
Heritage Overlay identifies each of the heritage precincts, together
with individual heritage places outside the precincts and individual
heritage places within the precincts that may have a varying planning
control (ie. external or internal paint controls, tree controls, etc.).
Reference to the Heritage Study of the Shire of Newstead for
information about each individual and contributory place will be
required.



It is recommended that the extent of heritage controls to all objects
and monuments (but not buildings) also apply to an area of 5-10
metres from the object or monument. The extent of the heritage
overlay for heritage places ie buildings should be carefully assessed
particularly for places in rural areas. Views of the place from the
street are important and should be included as part of the heritage
overlay where possible.



It is recommended that a Schedule to the Heritage Overlay be
prepared, in accordance with the adopted VPP format (to Clause

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, Dr. David Rowe and Robyn Ballinger
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43.01), for the five heritage precincts, individual heritage places
outside the heritage precincts and individual heritage places within the
heritage precincts where the planning controls may vary (reference to
each of the heritage citations in the Heritage Study of the Shire of
Newstead is required to determine those places to be included on the
Schedule). The Schedule should be prepared in accordance with the
VPP Practice Note: Applying the Heritage Overlay.
D.

Additional Planning Issues to be considered by Council
 It is recommended that a briefing paper be prepared (by Council
officers) for the consideration of Council. This paper should outline
the recommendations of the Study and direction to be undertaken.
 It is recommended that the Town Planner notify the relevant Council
staff effected by the outcomes of the former Newstead Study
including (but not limited to):
- Rates and revenue (with regard to identifying the heritage property
on the rate data).
- Engineering (particularly with regard to the recommendations on
bridges and street construction details).
 It is recommended that a workshop be provided about the Study and
its outcomes, for the benefit of Councillors and key Council officers.

E.

Council Heritage Incentives
 It is recommended that the Mount Alexander Shire Council consider
developing financial and other incentives to assist owners of places
within heritage precincts. These incentives may include (but are not
be limited to):
- Promoting further awareness of the availability of Council’s
Heritage Advisor, to assist owners of heritage properties with
basic advice on restoration, reconstruction, and alteration.
-

F.

Developing a discount rates scheme for owners of heritage
properties.
This scheme could be used to encourage
restoration, reconstruction or refurbishment of heritage places
(buildings, streetscapes and areas). It could be the basis of
townscape improvement schemes in the towns which form
heritage precincts, whereby local traders are actively involved
in contributing funds appropriate restoration and improvement
projects, such as painting shopfronts, improving signage on
buildings, and introducing street furniture appropriate to the
period and character of the precinct.

Public Awareness Program
 In addition to the exhibition of the Heritage Study of the Shire of
Newstead to the public and the formal notification to effected owners,
it is recommended that the Mount Alexander Shire Council conduct
local information sessions for the benefit of owners effected by the
study.

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, Dr. David Rowe and Robyn Ballinger
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Other recommendations are also provided in the main Report.

7.0

Study Format
The study document is comprised of 3 sections.
Section 1 comprises the main Report (including the study methodology,
statistical results, heritage precincts and heritage program recommendations).
Section 2 forms the Thematic Environmental History prepared by Phil
Taylor.
Section 3 comprises 4 volumes which contain the heritage citations for each
of the individual and contributory heritage places within the study area.
Volumes 1 to 4 include location maps and lists of each heritage place.

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, Dr. David Rowe and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Place No:
ND/01

House

ADDRESS: 02 Wyndham Street, Newstead (Township)

31 May 2004

OTHER NAME/S:

Date of Photograph:

2/7/1998

MAP NAME & AMG REFERENCE:
PROPERTY DETAILS: Allotment 2 of Section 11, Township of Newstead
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON LEGISLATIVE REGISTERS

Victorian Heritage Register:
Victorian Heritage Inventory:
Local Planning Scheme:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON OTHER REGISTERS

Register of the National Estate - Database No:
National Trust (Victoria) Register:
THEMATIC CONTEXT
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The Environmental Setting
Exploration and Pastoralism
Gold
Towns and Settlements
Local Government
Good
Fair
CONDITION:
Poor
Ruins

6. Transport and Communications
7. Water Supply
8. Agriculture
9. Secondary Industry
10. Community Life
Substantially Intact
Altered Sympathetically
INTEGRITY:
Altered Unsympathetically
Damaged/Disturbed

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme as a contributory building within the Newstead precinct.

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Contributory

PRECINCT:

NEWSTEAD

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

House

ADDRESS: 02 Wyndham Street, Newstead (Township)
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
ND/01
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
This small single-storey brick house, with main gabled roof form and skillion verandah, was
probably built in the 1860s to 1880s and is of architectural and historic significance to the
Newstead township. Although the verandah appears to be of a later date and a small extension
has been added at the rear, the building seems to be substantially intact and its general roof
form, overall design, and the materials with which it has been constructed contribute to the
character of the Newstead township, which has a predominance of 19th century and early 20th
century buildings.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
The land on which this brick house is located (Allotment 2 of Section 11, Township of Newstead)
was granted to a D. Johnston in February 1860. Johnston purchased quite a few allotments of land
in the township, and in the district, over the years and it is probable that he did not built the present
structure. It would appear, however, to have been erected in the 19th century, possibly in the
1860s to the 1880s. A small extension has been added to the rear at a later date, and the present
skillion verandah also appears to be of a later date, although its form is appropriate and it probably
replaced an original skillion verandah.
The Collihole family is said to have lived in this house around the 1920s. By the 1940s, a Lou
Thompson lived there. It was also occupied by a Ted Clarke around this time. The Tangey family
were later owners.
REFERENCES:
Community Consultation - 26 July 2000
Parish Plan - Township of Newstead
File at the Newstead and District Historical Society.

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Place No:
ND/02

Sluice Gate and Levee Bank

ADDRESS: end Adair Street, Newstead (Township)

31 May 2004

OTHER NAME/S:

2/7/1998
MAP NAME & AMG REFERENCE: Newstead 7723-4-4, BU 388 889

Date of Photograph:
PROPERTY DETAILS:

CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON LEGISLATIVE REGISTERS

Victorian Heritage Register:
Victorian Heritage Inventory:
Local Planning Scheme:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON OTHER REGISTERS

Register of the National Estate - Database No:
National Trust (Victoria) Register:
THEMATIC CONTEXT
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The Environmental Setting
Exploration and Pastoralism
Gold
Towns and Settlements
Local Government
Good
Fair
CONDITION:
Poor
Ruins

6. Transport and Communications
7. Water Supply
8. Agriculture
9. Secondary Industry
10. Community Life
Substantially Intact
Altered Sympathetically
INTEGRITY:
Altered Unsympathetically
Damaged/Disturbed

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme.

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Sluice Gate and Levee Bank

ADDRESS: end Adair Street, Newstead (Township)
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
ND/02
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The sluice gate at the end of Adair Street and the levee bank, which runs alongside the Loddon
River, Newstead, are historically significant at a LOCAL level. They are associated with
infrastructure development in Newstead in the early 20th century, as a preventative measure
from flooding that regularly devastated the township in the second half of the 19th century.
The sluice gate at the end of Adair Street and the levee bank, which runs alongside the Loddon
River, Newstead, are scientifically significant at a LOCAL level. They illustrate a form of
19th century infrastructure engineering using earthen banks, post and board retaining walls and
solid iron flood gates operated by a turning device.
The sluice gate at the end of Adair Street and the levee bank, which runs alongside the Loddon
River, Newstead, are socially significant at a LOCAL level. They are recognised and highly
valued by the community of Newstead as an important engineering infrastructure device to
prevent flooding in the township.
Overall, the sluice gate at the end of Adair Street and the levee bank, which runs alongside the
Loddon River, Newstead, are of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The levee runs alongside the Loddon River from approximately the end of Fitzroy Street to
approximately the end of Hillier Street. It consists of a long earthen bank covered in couch grass.
A sluice gate, constructed of large timber post and boarded retaining walls, and a solid iron gate
opened by a turning device is situated near the end of Adair Street. Concrete reinforcement blocks
appear to have been introduced at a later date for additional reinforcement to the timber retaining
walls. In normal circumstances, the sluice gate is open to drain the town area, but it has to be
closed manually when flooding is expected.
HISTORY:
In 1906, a public meeting was held at Newstead for the purpose of endeavouring to obtain
assistance from the Government in protecting the township from flood waters.' It was also at this
time when the Mount Alexander Mail reported that the Shire Council was 'thinking seriously
regarding the position'. However, it was not until June 1910, when a proposal to construct a levee
bank was tabled at the Council meeting by the local bootmaker, Cr. Edward Rowe. Although a
rather heated debate ensued, the motion for the erection of the levee bank was put to the
Councillors and was successfully carried. Immediately prior to the commencement of
construction, another serious flood damaged various low-lying parts of the town in February 1911.
By March 1911, the Chinese contractor, Mr. Ching, had made a start with the building of the
levee, which was funded by a £650 grant and a further £550 loan from the State Government. On
5 April 1911, the Echo reported that the 'work in connection with the food prevention dam is
progressing satisfactorily and it is anticipated the bank will be complete to Lyons Street by the end
of the present week and the work of putting in the new culvert opposite the Newstead Hotel is now
in hand and will be complete in a few days.' The earthen banks were sown with couch grass by
mid 1911 and since that time they have protected the township from the devastating floods that
were previously a major problem.

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Sluice Gate and Levee Bank

ADDRESS: end Adair Street, Newstead (Township)
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
ND/02
31 May 2004

REFERENCES:
Mount Alexander Mail, 25 September 1906; 29 September 1906.
Echo, 22 June 1910; 15 February 1911; 22 February 1911; 15 March 1911; 4 April 1911; 5 April
1911.
G. Tonkin, 'Echoes: A short walk in Newstead' amended by the Newstead & District Historical
Society, 1998.
Community Consultation
Phil Taylor, 'Environmental History', Shire of Newstead Heritage Study Part 1, December 1998,

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Place No:
ND/03

'Penrose'

ADDRESS: 58 Barkla Street, Newstead

31 May 2004

OTHER NAME/S:

2/7/1998
MAP NAME & AMG REFERENCE: Newstead 7723-4-4, BU 383 875
Date of Photograph:

PROPERTY DETAILS: Allotment 2 Section 1 Parish of Strangways
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON LEGISLATIVE REGISTERS

Victorian Heritage Register:
Victorian Heritage Inventory:
Local Planning Scheme:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON OTHER REGISTERS

Register of the National Estate - Database No:
National Trust (Victoria) Register:
THEMATIC CONTEXT
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The Environmental Setting
Exploration and Pastoralism
Gold
Towns and Settlements
Local Government
Good
Fair
CONDITION:
Poor
Ruins

6. Transport and Communications
7. Water Supply
8. Agriculture
9. Secondary Industry
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Substantially Intact
Altered Sympathetically
INTEGRITY:
Altered Unsympathetically
Damaged/Disturbed

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in a 'Conservation Desirable' Schedule in the Shire
of Mount Alexander Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead Report.

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Conservation Desirable

PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

'Penrose'

ADDRESS: 58 Barkla Street, Newstead
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
ND/03
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The brick building is set in a garden area back from the road boundary. The two Washingtonia
palms are local landmarks. The building has a large hipped roof clad in corrugated steel sheets.
There is a hipped verandah across the facade supported on brick piers. The building has
associations with one of the pioneering settlers of the district. It is recommended that the
retention of the building be encouraged. The remains of the log smithy is of historic
significance.
The building is of importance for its potential to provide information that will contribute to a
greater understanding of the history of the settlement and establishment of Newstead. Further
historical research and investigation is recommended. Further research and assessment may
result in the building being of LOCAL architectural and historic significance.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
The land on which this is located (Allotment 2 of Section 1 in the Parish of Strangways) was
granted to Richard Barkla (no date).
Richard Barkla was born in Wendron, Cornwall on 22 April 1807. He married Catherine Martin
in 1832. They arrived in Australia on 19 August 1852 with seven children and moved to Forest
Creek. From here Richard and his eldest son, also named Richard, were engaged in transporting
supplies from Melbourne to Forest Creek diggings by horse and dray. Richard and his wife moved
to Newstead in 1857 and selected this land. They purchased other surrounding land, built a home
and called the property "Penrose". The property is still known by this name though it passed from
the Barkla family in the 1960s.
Richard and Catherine had another 3 children born at Castlemaine. Of the 10 children, all except
2, James and Edward Martin who moved to Queensland, remained in the district and were engaged
mainly in farming pursuits. The youngest, Charles, a Jeweller and watchmaker in Castlemaine
made many large clocks including the Castlemaine Post Office Clock which bears the name
"Barkla" on its face.
His son, John, carried on farming on the family farm until his death in 1905. John's son Charles
Barkla continued the family farm until his death in 1963.
There is apparently an old log smithy on the property which is now in poor condition. This may
be one of the oldest buildings in the Newstead area. Two of the back rooms of this house were
burnt down in the 1950s or 60s.
REFERENCES:
Parish Plan
Community Consultation
Harold T Barkla, The Barkla families from Cornwall, March 1978 (copy held by the Newstead
and District Historical Society)
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Place No:
ND/04

Former Kinross Undertakers

ADDRESS: 18 Campbell Street, Newstead

31 May 2004

OTHER NAME/S: Newstead Pottery Gallery

Date of Photograph:

2/7/1998

MAP NAME & AMG REFERENCE:
PROPERTY DETAILS: Part of Allotment 1C of Section 7A, Township of Newstead
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON LEGISLATIVE REGISTERS

Victorian Heritage Register:
Victorian Heritage Inventory:
Local Planning Scheme:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON OTHER REGISTERS

Register of the National Estate - Database No:
National Trust (Victoria) Register:
THEMATIC CONTEXT
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The Environmental Setting
Exploration and Pastoralism
Gold
Towns and Settlements
Local Government
Good
Fair
CONDITION:
Poor
Ruins
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Substantially Intact
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INTEGRITY:
Altered Unsympathetically
Damaged/Disturbed

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme.

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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NEWSTEAD
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PLACE:

Former Kinross Undertakers

ADDRESS: 18 Campbell Street, Newstead
OTHER NAME/S: Newstead Pottery Gallery

Place No:
ND/04
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former Kinross Undertakers, Hepburn Newstead Road, Newstead, is architecturally
significant at a LOCAL level. It demonstrates original design qualities of an early twentieth
century industrial style. These qualities include the gable roof form clad in corrugated metal.
Other intact qualities include the stepped, brick facade parapet wall with central curved
pediment, central arched doorway opening; twelve paned, timber framed, double hung window;
and the brick side and rear walls.
The former Kinross Undertakers, Hepburn Newstead Road,, Newstead, is historically
significant at LOCAL level. It is associated with former Loddon Leeds Hotel originally
constructed in c1860 as The Junction Hotel, as it is built of bricks recycled from that building
and also with the development of Newstead in the early twentieth century.
Overall, the former Kinross Undertakers, Hepburn Newstead Road, Newstead, is of LOCAL
significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The former Undertakers premises, Hepburn Newstead Road, Newstead is set back a short distance
from the road boundary. The building has a large gable roof behind a face brick facade wall
which rises in steps to a central curved pediment. This brick facade is similar to the facade as
shown in a photograph held by the Newstead and District Historical Society. There is a large
central entry arch which is now infilled with a metal framed glazed screen with a central doorway.
This would appear to originally have had timber doors. Centrally placed above the brick arched
opening is a rectangular window with a twelve paned, timber framed, double hung window. On
either side of the arched opening are wide window openings, now containing timber framed
windows. The early photograph shows that below these openings were larger openings infilled
with windows and glazed timber doors which appear to have been entries into the office and
workshop. These have now been infilled with brick. Two large metal plates have been introduced
into the pediment as the bases of tie rods. The side walls are also brick and the roof is clad in
corrugated steel sheeting.
HISTORY:
The land on which this building is located (Allotment 1C of Section 7A in the Township of
Newstead) was initially gazetted as a State School Reserve in 1863. The first school in Newstead
was erected on this land in 1859 (ND/05) and although it has been enlarged by more recent
additions its original form is still evident. It is situated adjacent to the present building, on the
south side. The present building is said to have been erected in c.1915 by James Kinross as the
premises for his undertaking business.
It has not been established when Kinross first settled in the Newstead township but it is known that
he was there in January 1880, which is when he first tried to purchase the school building (closed
in late 1877) and this allotment of land from the Education Department. He was eventually
successful later in the year and refitted the former school building for use by the Church of
England as a parsonage. It has not been established how long the former school was used as the
parsonage but it appears that it later became Kinross' home. It would also appear that Kinross built
up his business in the district over the years. He is known from various advertisements to have
called himself a 'bricklayer' in 1888, a 'Builder and Contractor' in 1896, and an 'Undertaker,
Carpenter and Builder' in 1907. In the latter advertisement Kinross' address is given as Campbell
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Former Kinross Undertakers

ADDRESS: 18 Campbell Street, Newstead
OTHER NAME/S: Newstead Pottery Gallery

Place No:
ND/04
31 May 2004

Street, Newstead and he promises 'Funerals conducted Cheaply and Economically' as well as
'Estimates furnished for all descriptions of Brick and Wood Work'. Some of the works he is
known to have undertaken are repairs and alterations to the Newstead Mechanics Institute (ND/42)
in 1897, and the erection of a new brick woolshed (since demolished) at Plaistow Station in 1898.
It was common in those days for the local builder to be the undertaker as they had the necessary
skills for constructing coffins, and Kinross' business must have been successful enough to warrant
the erection of the present building in c.1915. It consisted of an office, a room for trimming
coffins, a workroom, a cellar, and there was also a stables and loft. It is said that Kinross put on a
great show on funeral days, opening the large shutter doors and adorning the entrance with
flowers. Kinross also acted as Master of Ceremonies. When business was quiet cabinet making
and concreting were apparently also carried out on the premises.
The bricks with which the present building was constructed are said to have come from the former
Loddon Leads Hotel, which was located on the main road to Maryborough (on Allotment 10 of
Section 12 in the Parish of Tarrengower), and was delicensed on 31 December 1913. This was a
two storey brick building erected in c.1860 and first known as the Junction Hotel. Kinross is said
to have bought the hotel after it was delicensed and dismantled it, using the materials to build the
present structure.
By the 1940s, the undertaking business was carried on by James and Roy Kinross. It has not been
established when it closed down. The present owners use this building as a pottery workshop and
gallery and live in the former school building next door.
REFERENCES:
Mount Alexander Mail, 24 December 1860, p.1 col 3; 11 September 1888, p.3 col 4.
The Echo, 26 August 1896; 16 April 1897; 30 April 1898, 8 May 1907.
Unsourced page 'Memory Corner' (re: Kinross Undertakers building) from Newstead and District
Historical Society Newsletter held in the 'Newstead Historical Society' File, Newstead and
District Historical Society.
Research on 'School 452 Newstead', compiled by Neville Drummond, History Section, Education
Department, July 1976 - copy held in 'Newstead Primary School' File, Newstead and District
Historical Society.
Community Consultation
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OTHER NAME/S: Common School No. 452, State School No. 452
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme.

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Former Newstead National School

ADDRESS: 18 Campbell Street, Newstead
OTHER NAME/S: Common School No. 452, State School No. 452

Place No:
ND/05
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former Newstead National School, Campbell Street, Newstead, is architecturally
significant at a LOCAL level. Although substantially altered, it is a contextually rare example
of a National Board of Education, one-roomed school design, devoid of ornament. The original
school building section has several original design qualities, including the gabled roof form, the
salmon-pink exposed brick construction, and the timber framed, multi paned, double-hung
window.
The former Newstead National School, Campbell Street, Newstead, is historically significant at
a LOCAL level. It is associated with the development of primary school education in the
Newstead region from 1856 until it closed in 1877 when the present Newstead Primary School
No. 452 was erected.
The former Newstead National School, Campbell Street, Newstead, is socially significant at a
LOCAL level. It is still recognised and highly valued by the local community for its past
function as a school.
Overall, the former Newstead National School, Campbell Street, Newstead, is of LOCAL
significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The former Newstead National school is located on the outskirts of Newstead on the main road to
Guildford, in a garden setting.
The single storey exposed brick Victorian vernacular styled building is characterised by a triple
gabled roof form, clad in corrugated iron and running perpendicular to the street. The southernmost third of the present building comprises the original rectangular, one-room National school
erected in 1859. The salmon pink bricks appear to be hand-made and there is an incised stone
tablet in the gable with the words 'Newstead National School 1859'. There is a single, timber
framed, multi-paned double hung window below that may be original or early. A recent skillion
verandah with a corrugated iron roof has been erected over this front facade. The chimney appears
to be of the same brick as the school building. The middle third of the building may also date back
to the early function of the building as a school. The northern third is recent and appears to be
wider than the other two sections.
HISTORY:
Some form of educational instruction in the Newstead district appears to have begun in December
1856. In his letter of 2 January 1857 to the Chief Inspector of National Schools, A. B. Orlebar,
Henry Bonnar, the first (unofficial) Head Teacher of the National School, wrote:
I commenced teaching in the tent chapel on the 27th ult. The Patrons and others will soon be
actively engaged in collecting subscriptions for the new building…Mr. Jobson is Chairman, Mr.
Hamilton Secretary and Treasurer. I have gone alone from house to house, requesting parents to
allow their children the benefits of education.
In another letter in the same month, Bonnar reported having '26 scholars and more will be in
attendance next week.' He also stated that 'the tent is sometimes rather hot to teach in, but on the
whole it suits admirably.'
This tent appears to have been initially set up as the location of both education and worship in
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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Newstead. On 3 January 1857 the District Inspector, A.B. Orlebar wrote to the Secretary to the
Commissioners for National Education with the following information:
'The farmers in the neighbourhood of the township of Newstead upon the Loddon raised a
subscription among themselves for a church and a school, and the original intention was to use
the same place for a church and a school, and to seek the aid of the Denominational Board; and it
was agreed the majority should decide the denomination. The Committee purchased a tent,
erected it and fitted it up as a chapel. They were then unwilling to give it up to any one
denomination, and preferred retaining it in their own hands in order to lend it to whomsoever they
pleased. Under these circumstances they were more inclined to look for help for the school to the
National Board, and to consider the church and school as two distinct objects.'
Bonnar left the district in February 1857 in disgrace and the locals decided to 'suspend the teaching
until such time as the permanent school can be got up'. A number of meetings on this subject were
held at the Newstead Hotel, and by November 1857 'three collectors had obtained signatures to the
amount of about £120'. In the meantime it appears that a Miss Blackwell had been teaching school
for several months in the existing 'school-church tent'. In May 1858 a petition was sent from local
residents requesting the erection of a permanent building for the National School. A site was
granted for the school later in the year. In January 1859, the locals engaged the architect Mr.
Marriot of Castlemaine, and tenders were called in February. The contractor, George Anderson,
also of Castlemaine was employed to erect the building, which would have probably been a singleroomed structure, devoid of ornament, as prescribed by the National Board of Education. The
school was first occupied on 18 April 1859 with a daily attendance of some 20 pupils. Pupils were
accommodated with 'fourteen borrowed forms', a table 7 feet by 2 feet, and 24 hat pegs. The
school was enlarged in 1861, possibly by being lengthened or by the addition of an extra room, to
cater for increasing numbers.
The school ceased to be known as a National School in September 1862 when the National and
Denominational Boards were replaced by the Board of Education (Common Schools Board). It
then became known as Common School No. 452, Newstead. The 1863 Board of Education Report
indicates that in that year the Newstead Common School had an average attendance of 43. The
site was fenced with a two-rail split fence and gates by contractor Abraham Horsfall in 1865.
Some 200 trees, including elms, oaks and sycamores were planted for 'ornamentation and shelter'
in the school reserve in 1866.
The school automatically became Newstead State School No. 452 from 1 January 1873 when the
Education Department was established.
A report from the Board of Advice in 1875 noted an urgent need to upgrade facilities at the school:
'The building itself has been erected at two different periods - the shingles on one portion have by
reason of their age become decayed, and in another portion…they are altogether gone…in winter
season the rain makes itself unpleasant in the schoolroom…'.
It was suggested in the same report that money to be paid by the Railway Department in
compensation for land taken from the school for the railway line could be used to improve the
premises. A Building Inspection report in October 1873 noted the dimensions of the building as
34'8" x 23'6" and maintained that the building, with repairs, would 'answer the purpose for a few
years'. Repairs were thus carried out in 1873 and 1875. A report in the Castlemaine Leader in
1874, however, noted that 106 students were enrolled at the school when only 60 could be
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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comfortably accommodated.
At a public meeting at the Mechanics' Institute in May 1876, it was agreed that 'a larger
schoolhouse should be erected in a central position to meet the requirements of the district'. A new
central site across the Loddon River was subsequently temporarily gazetted in October 1876.
Tenders were called for this new school in December 1876, construction started in early 1877, and
the new school building was opened on 8 October (ND/61).
The former National School building fell into disrepair after it was closed and, in December 1879,
Building Inspector McIntyre recommended that the property be sold, with a reserve price of £100.
Tenders were invited for its purchase in January 1880 and only two were received. The highest of
these was from James Kinross, a local builder and later undertaker, but at £71 it was at first
declined. Around that time the Church of England had also expressed an interest in renting the
building if the terms were reasonable. This did not interest the Department of Education and fresh
tenders were called for. Again no higher tender than that of James Kinross was received and his
earlier offer was accepted as the property was seen by the Department to be 'rapidly going to ruin'.
Although the full purchase price of £71 was not paid until 25 June 1880, a letter of 15 June
indicates that the old school building had been fitted up for a Church of England parsonage at
great cost and that it was being occupied by the Rev. Mr. Arnold. It would appear that Kinross
had taken up the offer that the Department had rejected.
It has not been established how long the building was used as a parsonage but it appears to have
become Kinross' residence at a later date, and was also the home of James and Roy Kinross by the
1940s. It continues to be used as a private residence. In c.1915, Kinross erected a large brick
building for his undertaker's business next door (ND/04).
REFERENCES:
Research on 'School 452 Newstead', compiled by Neville Drummond, History Section, Education
Department, July 1976 - copy held in 'Newstead Primary School File', Newstead and District
Historical Society.
Mount Alexander Mail, 23 February 1859, p.1 col.2; 9 May 1860, p.2 col 6; 9 September 1865,
p.3 col 4; 23 January 1880, p.3 col.4.
Castlemaine Leader, 31 October 1874.
L. J. Blake (ed.), Vision and Realisation: A Centenary History of State Education in Victoria, vol.
2, Education Dept. Victoria, Melbourne, 1973. p. 657.
Richard Peterson, 'Historic Government Schools: A Comparative Study', Heritage Management
Branch, Building Division, Department of Planning and and Development, 1993.
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ADDRESS: 05 Campbell Street, Newstead (Township)
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MAP NAME & AMG REFERENCE:
PROPERTY DETAILS: Allotment 3 of Section 6B, Township of Newstead
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme as a contributory building within the Newstead precinct.
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ADDRESS: 05 Campbell Street, Newstead (Township)
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
ND/06
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
This single-storey brick house, with main gabled roof form that continues at a lower pitch to
form the skillion verandah, was probably built in the 1860s and is of architectural and historic
significance to the Newstead township. Although a small extension has inappropriately been
added to one side, the original building appears to be substantially intact and its general roof
form, overall design, and the materials with which it has been constructed contribute to the
character of the Newstead township, which has a predominance of 19th century and early 20th
century buildings. Retention of the general roof form, external materials, fenestration, and
detailing is desirable.
Further research and assessment may result in the building being of LOCAL architectural and
historic significance.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
The land on which this brick house is located (Allotment 3 of Section 6B, Township of Newstead)
was granted to G. Reid in December 1874. It has not been established if Reid built the present
structure but it would appear to have been erected in the 19th century, possibly in the 1860s
judging by the form of the house and the multi-paned windows. This is earlier than the date of the
Crown Grant but it may have been held under lease for some years before being purchased
outright.
Bill Miles is said to have had a long ownership of the house, from at least the 1920s and that he
was the owner in the 1940s.
REFERENCES:
Community Consultations - 26 July 2000 and 23 October 2000
Parish Plan - Township of Newstead
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
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Place No:
ND/07
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
This single-storey weatherboard house has contributory significance to the Newstead Precint. It
has a main double gabled roof form and skillion verandah, was probably built in the 1860s and
is of architectural and historic significance to the Newstead township. The building appears to
be substantially intact and its general roof form, overall design, and the materials with which it
has been constructed contribute to the character of the Newstead township.
The building is notable for the unusual orientation of its double gabled roof form, which runs
perpendicular to the street frontage, and retention of this roof form and the original multi-paned
fenestration, as well as the external materials and detailing, is desirable.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
The land on which this weatherboard house is located (Allotment 4 of Section 6A, Township of
Newstead) was granted to A. Jones in February 1860. It has not been established if Jones built the
present structure but it would appear to have been erected in the 19th century, possibly in the
1860s. The appearance of the roof form is unusual, with its double gables running perpendicular
to the street frontage.
The house was owned by Bill Morson in the early 20th century and also by Robert Marslin. By
the 1940s, the house was owned by M. Birmingham. It is still in the ownership of the Birmingham
family.
REFERENCES:
Community Consultations - 26 July 2000 and 23 October 2000
Parish Plan - Township of Newstead.
Submission to Mount Alexander Shire 2011.
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RECOMMENDATION
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The house at 7 Campbell Street, Newstead is of aesthetic significance at a CONTRIBUTORY
level in the Newstead West Precinct. The building demonstrates some qualities that contribute
to the built heritage of the precinct. These qualities include the brick walls, now painted,
pitched gable roof which extends with a change of pitch to form a front verandah clad in
corrugated steel, the central doorway and flanking timber double hung windows.
DESCRIPTION:
Millview, 7 Campbell Street, Newstead is set at a modest set back on a relatively flat site. The
house is of brick, now painted. The house has a gable roof which extends with a change of pitch
to form a front verandah. The roof is clad in corrugated steel. This is supported on plain timber
posts. The building has a central doorway with flanking timber double hung windows.
HISTORY:
The land on which this house is located (Allotment 1 of Section 7B in the Township of Newstead)
was granted to Abraham Horsfall in January 1871. He also owned allotment 2 on which he built a
house. The Rate Books around this time are missing and the earliest available is for the rate year
1874, although the date that the rates were made is not known. At this time Horsfall is rated for a
house, garden and land near the Common School at Newstead, and his occupation is described as
'carpenter'. It has been said that Horsfall was a builder who first lived in Adelaide and built houses
there. He appears to have been in the Newstead district at an early date as it is said that when
tenders were called in 1862 for making approaches to the Jim Crow Creek bridge, Horsefall was
the lowest tenderer. By April 1877, Horsfall had erected this house on Allotment 1 adjacent to his
house (ND/09), apparently for use as a rental property. The first tenant was Edward Russell, a
teacher.
In December 1887, the 'First-class Orchard and Family Residence' belonging to Abraham Horsfall
were advertised for lease. The residence was described as being substantially built of brick and
containing 'five large and commodious rooms'. The orchard covered some 2 & 1/2 acres of 'grand
trees, in full bearing', and there was another 2 acres of agricultural land. There was also a new
barn, stabling, and cow sheds. Horsfall appears to have died in January 1888, although his houses
continued to be let by his estate. In August 1895 tenders for the purchase of the late Abraham
Horsfall's property were invited. It was described as consisting of 4 acres of land, one acre of
which was planted with fruit trees, and two substantial brick houses 'occupied by respectable
tenants'. A little later, in October, the property was advertised for sale at a Public Auction to be
held on 14 October 1895. It has not been established who purchased the property but by the 1920s
the house was occupied by the Thomas family.
REFERENCES:
Mount Alexander Mail, 20 December 1887, 27 April 1891, 12 August 1895, 8 October 1895
PROV VPRS 11933/P1, Unit 2 (1874-1879) - Rate Books of Newstead Shire
Community Consultation

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PROPERTY DETAILS: Allotment 2 of Section 7B, Township of Newstead
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON LEGISLATIVE REGISTERS

Victorian Heritage Register:
Victorian Heritage Inventory:
Local Planning Scheme:
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National Trust (Victoria) Register:
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme.

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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ADDRESS: 09 Campbell Street, Newstead

Place No:
ND/09

OTHER NAME/S:

31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The house at 9 Campbell Street Street, Newstead is architecturally significant at a LOCAL
level. The house demonstrates many design qualities of the Victorian vernacular style. These
intact qualities include the unpainted face brick wall construction with rendered door surround
and window sills ; the gable roof form with decorative barge boards and exposed truss; the brick
chimney; the central doorway and timber door; and the two flanking timber framed, double
hung windows.
The house at 9 Campbell Street Street, Newstead is historically significant at a LOCAL level.
It is associated with the early years of the settlement of the Newstead district. It is also
associated with the Horsfall family, a builder and contractor in the area.
Overall, The house at 9 Campbell Street Street, Newstead is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The house at 9 Campbell Street Street, Newstead is set on a generally flat site at a short set back
from the street boundary. The house has a transverse gable roof clad in short, lapped corrugated
steel sheeting. There is one face brick chimney on one end of the gable. The roof pitch flattens to
form a skillion roofed verandah across the facade which now returns across the gable end and links
with a second parallel gable roofed addition to the rear of the front section. The verandah is
supported on timber posts with simple, small timber brackets. The gable ends have decorative
timber scalloped barge boards and a decorative timber exposed king truss. The front facade has a
central doorway with four panelled timber door and transom light above. On either side of the
doorway is a a timber, double hung window. The building has unpainted face brick walls with
rendered window sills and doorway surround. The recent addition to the rear is clad in oiled
weatherboards and is of a similar size with similar roof pitch and windows to the original section
of the building.
HISTORY:
The land on which this house is located (Allotment 2 of Section 7B in the Township of Newstead)
was granted to Abraham Horsfall in January 1871. The Rate Books around this time are missing
and the earliest available is for the rate year 1874, although the date that the rates were made is not
known. At this time Horsfall is rated for a house, garden and land near the Common School at
Newstead, and his occupation is described as 'carpenter'. It has been said that Horsfall was a
builder who first lived in Adelaide and built houses there. He appears to have been in the
Newstead district at an early date as it is said that when tenders were called in 1862 for making
approaches to the Jim Crow Creek bridge, Horsfall was the lowest tenderer. The present house
may have been built when Horsfall was formally granted the land, or he may have erected it at an
earlier date if he was already holding a lease on the land. By April 1877, Horsfall had erected a
second house on the adjacent Allotment 1 (ND/08), apparently for use as a rental property. The
first tenant was Edward Russell, a teacher.
In December 1887, the 'First-class Orchard and Family Residence' belonging to Abraham Horsfall
were advertised for lease. The residence was described as being substantially built of brick and
containing 'five large and commodious rooms'. The orchard covered some 2 & 1/2 acres of 'grand
trees, in full bearing', and there was another 2 acres of agricultural land. There was also a new
barn, stabling, and cow sheds. Horsfall appears to have died in January 1888, although his houses
continued to be let by his estate. In August 1895 tenders for the purchase of the late Abraham
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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Horsfall's property were invited. It was described as consisting of 4 acres of land, one acre of
which was planted with fruit trees, and two substantial brick houses 'occupied by respectable
tenants'. A little later, in October, the property was advertised for sale at a Public Auction to be
held on 14 October 1895. It has not been established who purchased the property but by the 1940s
the house was owned by James Leathbridge.
The present owner has recently built an appropriate return skillion to the original front section of
the house and a complimentary gabled addition to the rear.
REFERENCES:
Mount Alexander Mail, 20 December 1887, 27 April 1891, 12 August 1895, 8 October 1895
PROV VPRS 11933/P1, Unit 2 (1874-1879) - Rate Books of Newstead Shire
Community Consultation

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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24/8/2001

MAP NAME & AMG REFERENCE:
PROPERTY DETAILS: Allotment 8 of Section 6A, Township of Newstead
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON LEGISLATIVE REGISTERS

Victorian Heritage Register:
Victorian Heritage Inventory:
Local Planning Scheme:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON OTHER REGISTERS

Register of the National Estate - Database No:
National Trust (Victoria) Register:
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme as a contributory building within the Newstead precinct.

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
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PRECINCT:

NEWSTEAD

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
This single-storey brick house, with main gabled roof form that continues at a lower pitch to
form the skillion verandah, was probably built in the 1860s and is of architectural and historic
significance to the Newstead township. Although the verandah has been made deeper with a
skillion extension, the building appears to be substantially intact and its general roof form,
overall design, and the materials with which it has been constructed contribute to the character
of the Newstead township, which has a predominance of 19th century and early 20th century
buildings. Retention of the general roof form, external materials, fenestration, and detailing is
desirable. The building contributes to the Newstead precinct.
Further research and assessment may result in the building being of LOCAL architectural and
historic significance.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
The land on which this brick house is located (Allotment 6 of Section 6A, Township of Newstead)
was granted to L. Langslow in February 1860. Langslow may have built the present structure,
possibly in the 1860s, and he is said to have run an orchard on the property.
Some limited Rate Book research by a recent owner has revealed that by 1888 the house was
possibly owned by W. Ibbotson, who is described in Newstead Shire Rate Books as being a farmer
with a brick house and land of 1&1/2 acres in Campbell Street. In 1890, the house was owned by
John Williamson, a gardener, and in 1891, ownership appears to have passed to his daughter
Sarah. She owned it until c.1902.
The Andriski family owned the house in the 1940s, and other owners may have been Harry
Burke, and the Hutton family.
REFERENCES:
Newstead Shire Rate Book research by Sally Bodinnar
Community Consultation - 26 July 2000
Parish Plan - Township of Newstead

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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Local Planning Scheme:
HO959
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON OTHER REGISTERS
Register of the National Estate - Database No: 101642

Indicative Place

National Trust (Victoria) Register: File No. 5130 - Classified
THEMATIC CONTEXT
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The Environmental Setting
Exploration and Pastoralism
Gold
Towns and Settlements
Local Government
Good
Fair
CONDITION:
Poor
Ruins

6. Transport and Communications
7. Water Supply
8. Agriculture
9. Secondary Industry
10. Community Life
Substantially Intact
Altered Sympathetically
INTEGRITY:
Altered Unsympathetically
Damaged/Disturbed

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be retained in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme. It is recommended that the place be retained on the Victorian Heritage
Register.
RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former Newstead Court House, corner Canrobert and Wyndham Streets, Newstead, is
architecturally significant at a STATE level. It demonstrates original, Victorian rudimentary
Classical design qualities that were typical for Victorian Public Works-designed court houses
for the period. These qualities include the central gabled roof form, together with recessed
minor gable and skillion wings that project at the sides. Other intact qualities include the
unpainted orange brick wall construction; slate tile roof cladding; two squat, unpainted brick
chimneys with distinctive corbelled cream brick tops; modest eaves; broad field granite plinth;
timber framed narrow windows with flattened segmental arches in contrasting cream brick, and
granite sills; side entrance doorways; and the decorative features (scalloped barge boards on the
gable ends and the corbelled cream brick banding under the eaves on the main gable end). The
rural setting, open grassed landscape, simple post and rail fence and the uninterrupted views of
the former court house building from the street contribute to the significance of the place.
The former court house and site, corner Canrobert and Wyndham Streets, Newstead, are
historically significant at a STATE level. They are associated with the development of the
local court functions between 1863 and the 1960s, with the building being the centre for some
of the most important hearings affecting the Newstead community. The building and site are
also associated with the Newstead Youth Club in 1983-85, and with the Newstead and District
Historical Society from 1987 until the present day. The building is further associated with the
architect J.J. Clark, whose rudimentary Classical design approach became an integral part of
rural Victorian Public Works Department architecture during the second half of the 19th
century.
The former court house and site, corner Canrobert and Wyndham Streets, Newstead, are
socially significant at a LOCAL level. Although no longer used for its original purpose, the
place is still recognised and held in high esteem by the Newstead community for its past court
house function and its present use as the Newstead and District Historical Society.
Overall, the former court house and site, corner Canrobert and Wyndham Streets, Newstead, are
of STATE significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The court house site at the north-east corner of Canrobert and Wyndham Streets, Newstead has a
rural setting comprising a brick courthouse building, open grassed and gently sloping land, partly
enclosed with a simple post and rail fence.
The single storey, symmetrical, unpainted orange brick Victorian rudimentary Classical styled
former Newstead Court House building is characterised by a central gabled roof form, together
with recessed minor gable and skillion wings that project at the sides. These roof forms are clad in
original slate tiles. Two squat, unpainted brick chimneys with distinctive corbelled cream brick
tops adorn the roofline. Modest overhangs are a feature of the eaves. The building rests on a
broad field granite plinth. All the timber framed narrow windows have flattened segmental arches
in contrasting cream brick, and granite sills. The front gable is adorned with an oculus ventilator
with a cream brick surround. Entry into the court room is through the side doorways in the
flanking wings and through the entry porch side doors. Early decorative features of the design
include the scalloped barge boards on the gable ends and the corbelled cream brick banding under
the eaves on the main gable end.
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger

Shire of Mount Alexander: Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead, 2000

PLACE:

Former Newstead Courthouse

ADDRESS: 02 Canrobert Street, Newstead (Township)
OTHER NAME/S: Newstead & District Historical Society

Place No:
ND/11
31 May 2004

Comparative Analysis:
The cruciform plan and rudimentary Classical style of the building is typical of Victorian Public
Works Department architecture and particularly of the work of J.J. Clark, Government Architect
who served with the Department between 1852 and 1878. Clark designed numerous public
buildings in country areas including post offices and court houses. The Newstead Court House is
one of the best of the extant smaller works by Clark. The Rutherglen Court House was originally
identical but was added to and altered in c.1905. Most other small courthouses of the period are
taller, with stringcourses and side clerestorey windows, and with the long axis of the court room
emphasised (as in the former Fryerstown Court House, Castlemaine Street, Fryerstown).
HISTORY:
In 1861, a public meeting was held at the Newstead Hotel to discuss the establishment of a Court
of Petty Sessions in the town. This was subsequently established, however a correspondent to the
Mount Alexander Mail in 1863 criticised the government for the low standard of accommodation
provided the administration of justice:
"…could the Government but see the wattle and dab [sic] shed where the Bench are compelled to
sit and give judgement, I think they would agree with me when I say it is humiliating to these
gentlemen, and unbecoming the dignity of the Bench to be compelled to sit in such a crazy hovel."
This may be referring to the former Roads Board office or the Police building, both of which
provided temporary accommodation for the Bench. The Bench paid a rental of £5 per annum for
the boardroom of the Newstead Road Board later in the same year.
In 1863, Police Court was held in the wooden Baptist Chapel, and was reported by the Mount
Alexander Mail thus:
"The Magistrates sit gravely in the Baptistery, and the solicitors surround the Communion Table.
This mixture of the sacred and the profane is somewhat ludicrous. Imagine a batch of drunkards,
or a couple of Mongolians charged with fowl stealing, brought to the Baptist Chapel, there to be
treated as the law directs. It recalls reminiscences of the olden time, when dancing saloons were
not despised as places of worship".
Finally the calls for a building which better befitted the dignity of the law were heeded and a
courthouse planned for. The Newstead Courthouse was designed in 1863 by John James Clark, a
prominent architect in the Public Works Department who had designed the Treasury Building in
1858. It was built in 1865 by Mackay and Ross at a cost of £911. The building provided facilities
for a Court of Petty Sessions and Magistrates Court.
Local reports provide colourful accounts of cases heard, including the cautioning of an Aboriginal
resident after threatening the life of a white settler, the suing of several Chinese residents for the
non-payment of rates, and the fining of two teamsters for turning their bullocks into someone else's
paddock.
The building was decommissioned as a court in 1981, and in 1983, it was leased to the Newstead
Youth Club for a period of two years. In 1987, the Newstead and District Historical Society was
granted the use of the Courthouse. In 1996, a fifteen year lease between the Society and the Shire
of Mount Alexander was formalised. The Society has since undertaken refurbishment of the
building.
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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REFERENCES:
Victorian Heritage Register, No. 1705 and Heritage Victoria File No. 602099
Mount Alexander Mail, 10 March & 14 July 1863
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme.
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Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The brick house at Canrobert Street, cnr Wyndham Street, Newstead is architecturally
significant at a LOCAL level. The house demonstrates design qualities of the late Victorian
/early twentieth century villa style. These intact qualities include the brick wall construction
with contrasting cream brick bands, the hipped M form roof, the brick and render chimney, the
hipped bull nosed verandah with turned timber posts and late nineteenth century patterned cast
iron valence and brackets, the central doorway and timber double hung windows. The early or
original square palisade fence along Canrobert Street adds to the significance.
The brick house at Canrobert Street, cnr Wyndham Street, Newstead is historically significant
at a LOCAL level. The house was constructed by Charles Atkin in 1903. Charles Atkin was a
local butcher and farmer and was associated with the development of the Newstead Butter
Factory
Overall, the brick house at Canrobert Street, cnr Wyndham Street, Newstead is of LOCAL
significance.
DESCRIPTION:
Although this house is located near the corner of Canrobert and Wyndham Streets, it faces across
the paddocks to Hilliers Street. The building has a wide side and rear setback from both Canrobert
and Wyndham Street boundaries. The south and east boundaries have heavy vegetation including
parts of a remnant overgrown hedge. The house facade is symmetrical with a steeply pitched M
form hipped form. There are modest boxed eaves. Each ridge has a face brick chimney the north
one with render mouldings and strapping and the south appears to have been reconstructed
recently. The front has a hipped bull nosed verandah clad in corrugated steel with faded painted
stripes. The verandah is supported on turned timber posts with a cast iron valence and brackets.
The house is built of red face bricks with cream brick bands at the verandah springing height and
near door height. There is a central doorway with flanking timber double hung windows. Along
the Canrobert Street boundary is a section of square palisade fence which appears to be original or
early.
HISTORY:
The land on which this brick house is located (Allotment 9 of Section 13, Township of Newstead)
was granted to Lovell Langslow in February 1860. At the same time, he also became the Crown
Grantee of the neighbouring Allotments 4 and 6 (by himself) and Allotments 1 and 2 (with two
others). Within the next few years Langslow had consolidated his land ownership in this section to
encompass Allotments 3 to 9, and part of Allotment 1, which faced Lyons Street, and on which he
appears to have established a drapery and grocery business. Although he advertised the sale of his
business premises, and the accompanying 4 acres of vacant land in Section 13, a number of times
in the 1860s, they appear to have remained in the ownership of members of the Langslow family
until early 1902. After Lovell Langslow died in April 1874, the property appears to have belonged
to Charles Langslow .
In January 1902, the forthcoming sale of 'valuable Newstead properties', described as 'unsurpassed
for subdivision into building lots', was advertised by the executors of Mrs. A.J. Langslow. The
land advertised as Lot 2 encompassed Allotments 3 to 9 inclusive in Section 13. Charles Atkin
purchased four adjacent allotments, including allotment 9, and he appears to have soon erected this
house. The first time this property is rated was in the rate year of 1903 (rates made January 1903)
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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and at that time Atkin is described as a 'miner' with a house and allotments 6, 7, 8, and 9 in Section
13. Atkin was described as a miner in the next few rate books but in early 1907 he purchased the
butchering business of Charles Slee, a fact which he advertised in the local newspaper, the
Newstead and Maldon Echo. He was described in subsequent rate books as a butcher.
Atkin is also credited with having motivated the Newstead community to establish the Newstead
Butter Factory. He is said to have decided not to set up his own butter factory, which he had
intended to do in 1904, and instead joined other prominent Newstead residents in trying to interest
the dairying community to set up a co-operative butter factory venture. The new factory was
opened in July 1905. While Atkin was not one of the first directors to be appointed he did become
a director in subsequent years and is said to have been the Chairman at some stage. He was also
the Secretary in the early years, prior to purchasing Slee's business.
In 1910, Atkin purchased 263 acres of the Plaistow Estate at Joyces Creek, which had been
subdivided and put up for sale in late 1909. In c.1912, he appears to have erected a house on this
property and moved from Newstead to Joyces Creek. Although the rate book entries for the
Newstead property continued to list him in 1912 (rates made November 1912) and 1913 (rates
made November 1913) as the person to be rated, he is described as 'Farmer, Joyces Creek'.
Through some of 1914 and 1915, Atkin rented the Newstead house to Jens and Mary Hansen
(formerly of Sandon ). At a later stage, probably not many years later, Atkin sold it to Harold
Jenkin, who had worked at the Newstead National Bank and became the Secretary to the Newstead
Butter Factory in 1907. In 1921 he became the joint manager of the Butter Factory, with H.
Morell, both holding this position until 1945. Jenkin owned this house until it was purchased by
Bill Tangey in the 1940s or 1950s. He lived there until the mid-1990s.
REFERENCES:
PROV VPRS 11933/P2, Unit 2 (1874-1879), and Units 21-36 (1901-1916) - Rate Books of
Newstead Shire (North Riding).
PROV VPRS 11933/P2, Units 29-32 (1910-1913) - Rate Books of Newstead Shire (South
Riding).
Mount Alexander Mail, 10 March 1865, p.3 col 5; 14 December 1865, p.3 col 6; 18 March 1867,
p.3 col 5; 28 April 1874, p.2 col 2; 31 January 1902, p.3 col 6; 18 July 1907, p.2 cols 4/5.
Newstead and Maldon Echo, 24 April 1907.
'Back to Newstead October 4 - 6 1968 Souvenir Booklet', p.37 - copy held by Newstead and
District Historical Society in 'Back to Newstead' File.
Community Consultation - 26 July 2000
Parish Plan - Township of Newstead

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme.
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PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
Joyces Park', Captains Gully Road, Newstead is architecturally significant at a LOCAL level.
It appears to be substantially intact and demonstrates original design qualities of a Federation
domestic style. These qualities include the enveloping gambrel roof form, red brick wall
construction; galvanised corrugated iron roof cladding; brick chimneys; timber framed double
hung windows, and the return verandah supported on timber posts with simple timber brackets.
The timber and metal mesh fence enclosing the garden area and the mature exotic and native
trees also make a contribution to the significance of the place.
Joyces Park', Captains Gully Road, Newstead, is historically significant at a LOCAL level. It
is associated with the Butler family who settled in the Captains Gully district in the 1860s
Overall `Joyces Park', Captains Gully Road, Newstead, is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The site is characterised by a brick house that is set in a fenced garden area. There is a timber
post and wire mesh fence and mature exotic and native trees.
This house is a single storey, Federation style brick building. The house has an enveloping
gambrel main roof form which changed pitch to continue as the roof of the return verandah. The
verandah has a large gable roof marking the centre of the front facade. The roof forms are clad in
short length, lapped galvanised corrugated iron. There are face brick chimneys. The gambrel gable
and the verandah gable both feature weatherboard cladding with the apex in timber shingles
supported on decorative short rafter ends. The verandah is supported on timber posts with simple
timber angle brackets. The walls are of face red brick. The house has timber framed, double hung
windows.
HISTORY:
The land on which this building is located (Allotment 8 of Section 12 in the Parish of
Tarrengower) was granted to J. Gilbertson in 1856.
The Butler family were descended from wool staplers and clothiers in Bradford, Yorkshire in the
1600s. They fought with Oliver Cromwell during the Civil War and on the restoration of Charles
II had their estates confiscated. The family continued to work as clothing manufacturers.
James Butler was born in 1807. He married Elizabeth Pim in 1833. They sailed for Sydney with
their three children in 1841. They sailed to Hobart in 1843 and John worked as a tailor until in
1860 when with their five children, they left for the mainland. His brothers John and Edmund had
joined him in Hobart and both accompanied him on the move. They arrived in Melbourne and
made their way to the Castlemaine Diggings, living at Captain's Gully where the family were all
reared. James, while a tailor by trade, engaged in farming towards the end of his life and his
family followed the land or married farmers in the Newstead and Joyces Creek area. His sons
George and John farmed in the Moolort and Joyces Creek area.
Edmund died at Joyces Creek. James died in 1881 and Elizabeth in 1875 and both are buried in
the Joyces Creek cemetery. James' brother John died in Ballarat in 1879.
The 1908 ratebooks show that the site was owned by J. Butler paying rates for a house and land.
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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In 1910 Gilbert J Butler is noted as the person rated which changed to Robert J Butler in 1911. In
1915 John W Butler is listed as the ratepayer.
The Echo reported on 14 December 1910 that: "Mr. John Butler is erecting a large brick dwelling
on his farm at Joyce's Creek, formerly owned by Mr. Kyd." It would appear that the existing
house was erected at this time and replaces an earlier residence on the land.
The property is still owned by the Butler family in 2003.
REFERENCES:
"The House of Ormonde" publication held in the "Butler" file - Newstead and District Historical
Society.
Shire of Newstead Ratebooks 1908, 1910, 1911, 1915
Parish plan
Community Consultation.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Green Gully Creek Bridge, Cemetery Road, Newstead is architecturally and scientifically
significant at a LOCAL level. It demonstrates qualities of nineteenth century bridge building,
being a single span timber-decked structure with brick and stone abutments. The intact
construction qualities include the timber decking that rests on stone and brick abutments and
wing walls. This construction is distinctive and is a surviving example of a masonry bridge
with a timber deck.
Overall, the Green Gully Creek Bridge, Cemetery Road, Newstead, is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The small bridge which crosses the seasonal Green Gully Creek near the cemetery has one
sandstone rubble wall and three brick walls to the abutments. There is one sandstone rubble wing
wall and the remaining wing walls are brick. The bridge span consists of four timber stringers of
approximately 300 to 340 mm diameter. The cross decking is of 190 by 110 mm timbers. The
decking is of gravel. There is a timber handrail on each side of the bridge.
HISTORY:
The construction date of this bridge has not been determined and no documentary evidence has
been located about its early history. It would appear to have been constructed in the latter part of
the nineteenth century. It is most likely designed by the Newstead Shire Engineer. It is related to
access to the Newstead Cemetery and may date from the time of development of the cemetery
from 1859.
REFERENCES:
National Trust Of Australia. Bridges Study. File No. i2044. This has a comprehensive survey
undertaken in 1987 listing appropriate conservation works.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Newstead Cemetery, Cemetery Road, Newstead is aesthetically significant at a LOCAL
level. It demonstrates important visual qualities formed by the regular rows of graves and
cemetery architecture, dawned sloping land, and exotic trees including significant Italian
Cypress and Washington palm trees.
The Newstead Cemetery, Cemetery Road, Newstead is historically significant at a LOCAL
level. It is associated with the early development of Newstead from 1859, and is a tangible link
with important historical events in the area, including the immigration of international
immigrants to work the gold mines.
The Newstead Cemetery, Cemetery Road, Newstead is scientifically significant at a LOCAL
level. The many headstones and cemetery architecture, dating from the 19th century, represent
some fine examples of masonry craftsmanship.
The Newstead Cemetery, Cemetery Road, Newstead is socially significant at a LOCAL level.
It is recognised and valued by the community for spiritual, cultural and commemorative
reasons.
Overall, the Newstead Cemetery, Cemetery Road, Newstead is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The site of the Newstead Cemetery, Cemetery Road, Newstead encompasses a sloping piece of
land with numerous graves and elaborate stone cemetery architecture - aligned in regular rows dating back to 1859. The site is also characterised by considerable dawned areas and numerous
exotic trees including the significant Italian cypress and Washington palm trees. There was a
small timber sexton's hut adjacent to the grave area which has since been demolished. The
building was rectangular with a steeply pitched gable roof clad in corrugated steel. There was a
skillion roofed extension at the rear and to one side. The walls were clad in square edged
weatherboards. There was a vertically boarded door in one long side of the building.
HISTORY:
Land was first set aside at Newstead as a site for a General Cemetery in 1859 and the names of the
four trustees that had been appointed on 9 July 1859 were published in the Victorian Government
Gazette on 12 July 1859. These trustees were Joseph Day, Thomas Mar, William Ibbotson and
Joseph McCullough.
In reminiscences, published in The Echo in 1907, held that Mr. John Sainsbury, William Ibbotson
and 'another' had helped lay out the present cemetery. Joseph Day, who was a prominent early
settler in the township, resigned as trustee in November 1860 and he was replaced by Thomas
Beadnall in April 1862. In August 1862, Lolly Lang slow and David Cornet were appointed as
additional trustees. The names of the trustees probably changed a number of times over the years.
In March 1897, Henry Colquhoun and Edward Owe, prominent storekeepers in the township, were
appointed as trustees.
One of the monuments erected at the cemetery was described in great detail in the Mount
Alexander Mail on 25 March 1899. It was erected to the memory of Richard Marks, a prominent
member of the local community who had died the previous year. It was constructed by a mason
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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named Relearn and was described in the Mail as 'the most beautiful monument that has been
erected in the Newstead cemetery, or probably within the district'. According to the Mail, a statue
of Hope, reputedly imported from Italy and some 15 ft in height, rested on a base of bluesmen
kerning covered with marble edges and enclosed with granite, forming a square of aft.
In 1995 the National Trust (Victoria) placed a notable specimen of Italian Cypress (Cuprous
smeariness L.) on its Significant Trees Register. Its age was estimated at that time as being some
80 years and it was considered notable for its upright and compact crown, and for its contribution
to the landscape.
REFERENCES:
Excerpts from Victorian Government Gazette - 1859, p.1443; 1860, p.2181; 1862, pp. 731, 800,
1592 held in the 'Newstead Cemetery' File at the Newstead and District Historical Society.
Mount Alexander Mail, 15 July 1859, p.4 cool 1; 13 February 1864, p.3 cool 2; 12 March 1897,
p.2 cool 3; 25 March 1899, p.2 cool 3.
The Echo, 31 July 1907 - 'The Early Days of Newstead', Part XII.
National Trust (Victoria), Significant Trees Register, ID: 909.
Submission to the Mount Alexander Shire 2011.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The pair of residences Church Street, Newstead is architecturally significant at a LOCAL
level. It appears to be substantially intact and demonstrates original design qualities of a late
Victorian vernacular style. These qualities include the gable and skillion roof forms that
traverses the site. Other intact qualities include the brick wall construction; galvanised
corrugated iron roof cladding; brick chimneys with corbelled tops ; timber framed double hung
windows, central doorway; front verandah supported on timber posts and the dividing brick
wall. The house also contributes to the character of the Newstead township, which has a
predominance of 19th and early 20th century buildings.
The pair of residences, Church Street, Newstead, is historically significant at a LOCAL level.
It is the only terrace building in the former Shire of Newstead.
Overall the pair of residences, Church Street, Newstead, is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The site is characterised by a pair of residences that are set well back from the road frontage in an
open grassed site behind a picket fence. There is remnant exotic planting.
This building is a single storey, pair of late Victorian vernacular terrace houses. The building has
a transverse gable roof with a skillion coming off the rear. The roof forms are clad in galvanised
corrugated iron. There are no eaves. There is an early brick chimney on each end of the building
in the centre of the end gable. These have decorative corbelled bricks works near the top. There is
a tall brick chimney rising from the skillion roofed back section of each of the terraces. There is a
skillion roof verandah across the front of the building. This is divided in the middle by a brick
wall. The verandah is supported on timber posts which are now devoid of mouldings, brackets or
frieze. The walls are of face brick which is now painted. Each terrace has a central front door
with a timber framed, double hung window on either side.
There are no other terrace type buildings in the former Shire of Newstead.
HISTORY:
David Johnson was an early settler in the Strangways district and he became a prominent farmer
and landowner. It would appear that he bought this land primarily to erect the present building as
a rental property. Although its location can now be considered on the outskirts of the Newstead
township, it would have originally being in a good position due to its close proximity to the
railway station as well as the numerous main roads leading to various parts of central Victoria.
Johnston appears to have erected the co-joined residences in 1902 and it is the only example of a
'terrace' in the Newstead district. The first tenants were John Peterson, a miner, and William
Wattie, a labourer. Over the next few years one of the residences appears to have remained empty
and another miner, William Chapman, replaced Peterson. In c.1907 Johnston sold the property to
H. Downing, who was originally from Baringhup and later appears to have moved to Newstead.
Downing also let the residences out, and a number of different tenants replaced each other over the
years. After 1910, they were predominantly employees at the nearby Newstead Butter Factory.
It has not been established when Downing sold the property but the two residences have been
inhabited by number of different people over the years, including Bill Eyers (1950s), McManus
(1950s), Gamboni, Nibbs (a ganger on the railway) and Alister McLaren (1930s). Both residences
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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have been empty for some years and their condition is deteriorating.
REFERENCES:
Community Consultations - 26 July 2000 and 23 October 2000
PROV VPRS 11933/P2 and 11933/P3 Units 30-36 (1900-1913) - Rate Books of Newstead Shire
(South Riding).
Parish Plan - Township of Newstead.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church, 26 Church Street, Newstead, is architecturally
significant at a LOCAL level. It demonstrates original design qualities of a Victorian Early
English style. These qualities include the steeply pitched gable roof form, together with a minor
porch gable that projects at the front. Other intact qualities include the exposed hand made
brick wall construction, lapped galvanised corrugated iron roof cladding, iron straps that follow
the profile on the main gable; central pointed doorway having distinctive voussoirs, vertical
boarded double doors, ten paned lancets in the porch gable, lancet in the main gable, date and
name tablet, exposed brick buttresses; ten paned pointed windows with brick voussoirs, and the
decorative sandstone detailing (window sills and buttress copings). The open lawned areas and
exotic trees on the site also contribute to the significance of the place.
The former St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church, 26 Church Street, Newstead, is historically
significant at a LOCAL level. It is associated with the earliest developments of the
Presbyterian Church in Victoria from 1859 - more particularly in Newstead - until about 1981.
The former St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church, 26 Church Street, Newstead, is scientifically
significant at a LOCAL level. It illustrates local craftsmanship in the construction of the hand
made bricks.
The former St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church, 26 Church Street, Newstead, is socially
significant at a LOCAL level. Although no longer functioning as a Presbyterian Church it is
still recognised by sections of the community for its past religious purpose.
Overall, the former St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church, 26 Church Street, Newstead, is of
LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The site of the former St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church, 26 Church Street, Newstead, is
comprised of a brick church building set amongst some mature exotic trees and areas of lawn, with
an introduced tubular steel and cyclone wire boundary fence and gate. An introduced, curving
concrete pathway leads to the church from the boundary fence.
The exposed, hand made brick Victorian Early English Gothic styled church building is
characterised by a steeply pitched gable roof form, together with a minor porch gable that projects
at the front. These roof forms are clad in lapped galvanised corrugated iron. Of particular interest
are the straps that follow the profile of the gable form on the main gable end. A pointed doorway
is centrally located on the gable porch, having distinctive voussoirs above and vertical boarded
double doors. Ten paned lancets flank the central door, with a name and date tablet situated
above. Another lancet is situated in the upper reaches of the main gable end. Exposed brick
buttresses with sandstone copings are located along the longitudinal facades, as are the ten paned
pointed windows, with brick voussoir surrounds. Another early decorative feature of the design
are the sandstone details, including the window sills and buttress copings.
Comparative Analysis:
According to Dr. Miles Lewis in Victorian Churches, the Newstead Presbyterian Church building
is one of Victoria's oldest surviving brick churches.
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HISTORY:
The Presbyterian Church formed in Victoria in 1859, the year of the first Presbyterian service at
Newstead in McPhee's barn. Soon after, in 1860, tenders were called for the construction of this
church, with an extension to the tenders given until 28 June 1860. The St. Andrew's Church
committee had been entrusted with the job of collecting stone and lime for the erection of the
building, and possibly for the making of the bricks, for it is understood that representatives of the
Church assisted with its construction. The Church was opened in November 1860, with the first
Minister being the Rev. M. Sutherland who had emigrated from Scotland, and he conducted
services in both English and Gaelic languages.
Six years later, tenders were called for making 25,000 bricks for the Presbyterian Church, that
were possibly required for the construction the manse. In 1897, the Church conducted a public
appeal to raise funds for repairing the building and replacing the roof, as a result of storm damage.
Tenders were called on 2 April, 1898, and it was possibly at this time when the iron straps were
introduced on the main gable end as a measure of additional structural stability. The cost of the
work cost £48 and by 1899 the building was again secure and repaired. Like the 19th century, the
building was the centre for Presbyterian spiritual activities during most of the 20th century, but the
Church closed its doors and was for sale in late 1981.
REFERENCES:
Mount Alexander Mail, 18 June 1860; 20 November 1861; 2 October 1863; 13 April 1866; 19
April 1866; 14 May 1866; 30 May 1866; 30 March 1867; 8 June 1867; 9 August 1871; 12 June
1873; 28 December 1876; 18 October 1883; 23 June 1886; 25 May 1887; 4 November 1887; 13
September 1888; 1 April 1896; 17 October 1896; 2 April 1898; 21 April 1898.
The Echo, 17 October 1896; 17 April 1897; 2 April 1898; 23 April 1898; 4 December 1899, 3
April 1907.
'St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church, Newstead', National Trust File No. 3083.
M. Lewis (ed.), Victorian Churches: Their origins, their story & their architecture.
'Back to Newstead October 4 - 6 1968 Souvenir Booklet' - copy held by Newstead and District
Historical Society in 'Back to Newstead' File.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Byron Reef Quartz Mines area consists of the remains of the Byrons Reef Company, North
Byron Company and South Byron Company including mullock heaps, machinery bases and
shafts.
The Byron Reef Quartz Mines area is historically significant at a LOCAL level as the Byrons
Reef Co. was Newstead's greatest quartz mine. Gold mining sites are of crucial importance for
the pivotal role they have played since 1851 in the development of Victoria. The three sites
have scientific significance because the line of mines are evidence of a late 19th and early 20th
century quartz mining boom and the sites have a number of well preserved features which
together illustrate the scale of the mining operations conducted along the line of the reef in the
early 20th century. The mullock heaps are landscape features which adds to the significance of
the site.
Overall the Byron Reef Quartz Mines area is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The workings and machinery footings date from the mining operations which took place from
1899 to c1907.
North Byron (Site No. 80)
There is a small intact mullock heap associated with a filled two compartment shaft.
Byrons Reef Co. (Site No. 81)
The mine is located about 300 metres south of the North Byrons Co. shaft. There is a large intact
mullock heap and an open three compartment shaft. To the north of the shaft is a largely buried
brick engine bed. To the east of the shaft is the fragmented remains of a brick engine bed and
some large buried battery stumps and bedlogs. Further east, down the slope is an extensive
tailings dump and a large water dam.
South Byron Co. (Site No. 82)
The mine is located approximately 150 metres south of the Byrons Reef Co. There is a small
intact mullock heap associated with an open shaft. To the north of the shaft is a largely buried
stone winder bed and boiler setting.
HISTORY:
In June 1860 a lease was granted for over 10 acres of the quartz reef to Messrs Toomby, Kerby
and Wecker. They worked the lease for some time making good returns but left the site with
proved gold still there. In 1881 the lease was worked by The Port Phillip Company Clunes but as
the returns were not what were expected the shareholders refused to continue with the works. In
the 1890s the lease was taken up by Mr. Con. Treacy. Work was begun again in 1898 and Treacy
floated shares for the Byron Reef Company. In 1899 they were crushing ore at the Farmer's
United battery. Mr. Con Treacy was feted in Newstead in 1900 when he joined the Bushmans
Corp to fight in the Boer War. In 1901 the mine was described as the best that had been worked in
the district. The success of the Byrons Reef Co. resulted in the North Byron Reef company being
floated. It was described as one of the quickest floats on record with 26,000 shares being
subscribed. In January 1902 the Byrons Reef Co. erected new machinery and rebuilt the boiler. In
1903 the Byrons Reef Company had declined as a gold producer. The main shaft was 700 feet
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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deep at this stage and deeper sinking was proposed. In 1904 the company was not successful
despite sinking to the 800 foot level and letting the upper stopes to tributers. They continued
operations during 1905, 1906 and 1907 with little success despite sinking the shaft to a depth of
920 feet.
REFERENCES:
David Bannear, Historic Mining Sites in the Maldon Mining Divisions, Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources, September 1993. Site Nos. 80, 81 and 82 (Description and
history).
Newstead and District Historical Society, Gold Mining File. Typescript reference to The Echo 23
April 1898.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Newstead War Memorial and Park, Creswick Newstead Road, Newstead, is aesthetically
significant at a LOCAL level. It forms an important visual focus in the open grassed park,
amongst the mature palm trees and deciduous trees that also contribute to the significance of the
place.
The Newstead War Memorial, Creswick Newstead Road, Newstead, is historically significant
at a LOCAL level. It is associated with the men and women who fought in the First and
Second World Wars, having been unveiled in 1921.
The War Memorial, Creswick Newstead Road, Newstead, is scientifically significant at a
LOCAL level. The granite construction of the pedestal, obelisk and stepped base is an example
of fine craftsmanship in the early 20th century.
The War Memorial, Creswick Newstead Road, Newstead, is socially significant at a LOCAL
level. It is recognised and highly valued by the Newstead community for cultural, social and
commemorative reasons in relation to those men and women who fought in the First and
Second World Wars.
Overall, the War Memorial and Park, Creswick Newstead Road, Newstead, is of LOCAL
significance.
DESCRIPTION:
Newstead and District Soldiers' Memorial and Park is in an area reserved for a public park, on the
Creswick Newstead Road, Newstead, opposite the railway station. The almost triangular park
reserve is edged on all sides with single or double rows of exotic deciduous trees.
The monument, erected by Wilson and Co, of Bendigo, is carved from Harcourt granite and is in
good condition. It comprises an obelisk and base (2.5 m) resting on a pedestal and stepped base of
three courses, the whole measuring 4.7 m in height, within an enclosure, 3.5 m square, bounded by
six granite posts connected by two layers of steel pipe and cyclone wire. There is a framed
cyclone wire gate on one side of this enclosing fence. The dedicatory inscription on the memorial
faces the railway station, and the three remaining panels are inscribed with the names of 41 men
from the pre-1915 Shire of Newstead who died in the first world war and three who died in the
second.
Directly adjacent to the monument there is a flagpole, which has a rough-faced base of Harcourt
granite. The flagpole and its base are located within a small square enclosure bounded by four
granite posts, linked with two rows of steel pipe.
A rectangular border around the grouping of the memorial and flagpole is marked by blocks of
granite set into the ground, from which they sit slightly proud. This grouping is further surrounded
by five palm trees. The placement of the existing trees and two depressions in the ground at
particular intervals within the circle suggests that there were originally seven trees.
HISTORY:
It was generally agreed in the winter of 1919 that Newstead's 180 volunteers in the first world war
would be commemorated by an Avenue of Honor followed by the erection of an obelisk in the
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reserve opposite the railway station which was then a vacant allotment. When the Avenue of
Honor proposal grew controversial, due to the favoured site on the Strangways Road being on the
Loddon River's flood plain, several Shire Councillors preferred an obelisk because, as Cr. Gibson
said on 10 July, 'the obelisk would remain a lasting memorial, whereas the trees would die out.'
On 17 October, a month after the opening of the avenue on the Joyce's Creek Road, a public
meeting in the Mechanics' Institute decided unanimously to erect a memorial 'in honor of the fallen
soldiers of the old Newstead Shire.' (On 1 October 1915, Newstead Shire incorporated the United
Shire of Mount Alexander to form the Shire of Newstead and Mount Alexander). The meeting
elected a committee of twenty-one members, almost half of those attending, to investigate the
proposal. Evidently there were delays because two years elapsed before the monument was
completed at a cost of £400. At the same time three local men, J. Cusack, J.T. Height and D.
Smith, built a 'substantial fence' around the reserve using materials supplied by T. Odgers and Co.,
of Castlemaine. The memorial committee's intention was to have the enclosed area planted with
shrubs to form a small park or garden.
The monument was unveiled on 12 November 1921 by Brigadier General Sir Thomas Glasgow
(1876-1955), a Queensland Senator (1919-32), who had commanded the 1st Division, AIF, in
France in 1918 and was Commonwealth Minister for Defence between 1927 and 1929. Other
members of the official party were Captain Morley, MLA, D. McLeod, MLA, Shire President Cr.
B. Blinkhorn, the memorial committee of nine members, including the chairman, Cr. Alex Clarke,
shire councillors and 'other prominent residents.' Glasgow requested all present to bow their heads
while he performed the unveiling, the silence broken only by buglers of the Newstead State School
who played 'The Last Post'.
REFERENCES:
Leaflet concerning the unveiling ceremony in 1921 of the Newstead & District Soldiers' War
Memorial, in Newstead Historical Society File: Newstead and District Historical Society.
Newstead and Maldon Echo, 9 July 1919, 16 July 1919, 22 October 1919, 16 November 1921.
Parsons, Max, and Trigellis-Smith, Syd (comps), War Memorials of Victoria: a pictorial record
(Melbourne: Returned & Services League (Vic. branch), 1994), p. 142.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Newstead Railway Station Office building, Goods Shed, lamp room and platforms are
architecturally significant at a LOCAL level. These buildings represent a particular style of
station buildings, later termed the 'Dunolly style', that were erected on the railway line between
Castlemaine and Maryborough. The main station building demonstrates original design
qualities of a mid Victorian style. These qualities include the hipped roof form with a minor
hipped roof projecting at the rear and the broad bellcast verandah at the front and skillion
verandah at the rear. Other intact or appropriate qualities include the unpainted brick wall
construction, lapped galvanised corrugated iron roof cladding, rendered brick chimney with
dropped corbelling near the top, narrow eaves, round cast iron verandah columns with elaborate
curving brackets, cast iron lace verandah valances, timber framed, double hung single windows,
white painted masonry window sills, white painted masonry plinth, lobby doors and the cast
iron gutters. The residential extension to the main station building demonstrates original design
qualities of a Federation/Edwardian style. These qualities include the gable roof form,
horizontal weatherboard wall construction and painted red galvanised corrugated iron roof
cladding. Other intact qualities include the narrow eaves, unpainted brick chimneys with
corbelled tops, timber framed, double hung windows, and the two side porches supported by
decorative vertical timberwork brackets. The lamp room building demonstrates original design
qualities of a simple mid Victorian style. These qualities include the hipped roof form clad in
slate tiles, unpainted brick wall construction, white painted masonry plinth, narrow eaves,
timber framed double hung windows and white painted masonry sills, doorway with transom,
and the flat-arched voussoirs above the openings. The railway goods shed demonstrates
original design qualities of a late Victorian style. These qualities include the long gable roof
form with a lengthy, gabled ventilation lantern. Other intact qualities include the unpainted
brick wall construction featuring engaged, rudimentary pilasters forming blind rectangular bays
on the longitudinal facades, and the blind arches on the gable ends, painted red galvanised
corrugated iron roof cladding, wide eaves, gable oculus ventilation opening, double door
opening at one end (altered), and the vertical boarded single doors. The timber and steel, and
brick retaining walls supporting the platforms, together with the railway line, also contribute to
the significance of the place.
The Newstead Railway Station Office building, Goods Shed, lamp room and platforms are
historically significant at a LOCAL level. They are associated with the infrastructure
development of railway construction which occurred throughout Victoria during the 1870s and
1880s. The Newstead railway buildings also represent an important phase in the development
of smaller, rural railway stations.
The Newstead Railway Station Office building, Goods Shed, lamp room and platforms are
socially significant at a LOCAL level. They are still recognised and valued by the community
as an important 19th century and early 20th century infrastructure link with the rest of Victoria.
Overall, the Railway Goods Shed, Main Office and Platforms, Newstead, are of LOCAL
significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The Newstead Railway station site is comprised of a railway line, platforms, station building and
attached residence extension, lamp room and goods shed. A timber paling fence links the lamp
room to the station building and forms the boundary of the former station master's residential
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allotment, typical for railway station complexes termed as 'Dunolly style'.
The single storey, unpainted brick, mid Victorian styled main station building is characterised by a
hipped roof form with a minor hipped roof projecting at the rear. These roof forms are clad in
introduced (but appropriate) lapped galvanised corrugated iron. A rendered brick chimney with
dropped corbelling near the top adorns the roofline. Narrow overhangs are a feature of the eaves.
The broad, bellcast verandah and the skillion verandah at the rear are other distinctive features and
are clad in unpainted and painted red galvanised corrugated iron respectively. These verandahs are
supported by early round cast iron columns which have elaborate curving brackets. Some
decorative cast iron lace valances are also extant on both verandahs. The timber framed, double
hung single windows are early, as are the white painted masonry window sills. Other early
features of the design include the white painted masonry plinth, lobby doors and the cast iron
gutters.
The asymmetrical, horizontal weatherboard, Federation/Edwardian extension to the main station
building is characterised by a gable roof form and minor skillion extension at the rear. These roof
forms are clad in red painted galvanised corrugated iron. Two unpainted brick chimneys with
corbelled tops adorn the roof line. Narrow overhangs are a feature of the eaves. The timber
framed, double hung windows appear to be early. Other early features of the design include the
two side porches having galvanised corrugated iron roofs supported by decorative vertical
timberwork brackets.
The unpainted brick, mid Victorian lamp room building is characterised by a simple hipped roof
form clad in original slate tiles. Narrow overhangs are a feature of the eaves. The timber framed
double hung windows and white painted masonry sills are early, as is the doorway with transom
(although the vertical boarded door may be introduced). Early decorative features of the design
include the white painted masonry plinth and the flat-arched voussoirs above the openings.
The unpainted brick, late Victorian, railway goods shed is characterised by a long gable roof form
with a lengthy, gabled ventilation lantern. These roof forms are clad in red painted galvanised
corrugated iron. Wide overhangs are a feature of most of the eaves, although a verandah appears
to be missing on the railway station side of the building. Early decorative features of the design
include the engaged, rudimentary pilasters forming blind rectangular bays on the longitudinal
facades, and the blind arches on the gable ends. The gable oculus ventilation opening is also a
distinctive feature. The double door opening at one end is early but has been heightened, while the
other openings appear to be early. The galvanised iron double doors are recent, although the
vertical boarded single doors may be early.
The timber and steel, and brick retaining walls supporting the platforms, together with the railway
line, are other important and distinctive features of the design.
Comparative Analysis
Other 'Dunolly line style' railway buildings that are comparable with the Newstead railway
complex include:
· Carisbrook;
· Dunolly.
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HISTORY:
In Victoria, the upsurge of railway building during the 1870s marked the beginning of the most
important era of railway building that ended with the financial crash of the early 1890s. It was
during the 1870s that railway lines were extended westward as far as Horsham and south-west
from Ararat to Portland. Other main lines were constructed from Castlemaine, via Maryborough
to Ballarat, St. Arnaud to Mildura, to Colac via Geelong, and to Sale via Warragul. These major
line extensions also included the Dunolly region: Carisbrook, Dunolly, Rochester, Avoca and
Newstead.
During this period, the development of a succession of standard plans coincided with the patterns
of railway construction, establishing groups of stations common to sections of line. There
developed a 'line style' in which similarly-designed station buildings imparted their distinctive
character along a particular line. According to A. Ward and A. Donnelly in 'Victoria's Railway
Stations: An Architectural Survey', the 'Dunolly line style' comprised a lineal arrangement of
buildings that included a station office and waiting and refreshment rooms (all with a verandah)
with attached station master's residence, toilet facilities, lamp room, and goods sheds. The
'Dunolly style' was larger than the 'Carlsruhe' and 'Creswick' styles, with the attached residences
having five or six rooms (which included a parlour, two or three bedrooms, a kitchen and a
scullery). In accordance with established practice, the residence faced onto a private yard that had
an underground water tank. It also faced onto the lamp room/toilet block, which included private
facilities for the station master's family. The distinctive features of the 'Dunolly style' were the
bellcast verandahs, decorated with cast iron lace and elegantly proportioned. The buildings were
simple with the main building having a hipped roof. Window dressings were minimal, the hipped
roofs being lined with Countess pattern slates and the double hung window sashes were sheeted
with single panes of glass. The chimney stacks were cement rendered.
It was as early as 1861-62 that the Newstead Road Board held a public meeting for the
construction of a railway to Maryborough that would pass through Newstead. However, another
ten years were to elapse before any further development of the rail line and station would be made.
In 1871, a public meeting was held to discuss the extension of the railway westward from
Castlemaine through Maryborough. Two years later in June 1873, the Mount Alexander Mail
reported that the first instalment of rails for the Castlemaine to Newstead railway line have arrived
and that the 'contractor will soon lay in place.' In March 1874, tenders were called for the
construction of the passenger stations at Newstead, Carisbrook and Dunolly. The builder, J.
Summerland was awarded the contract for Newstead soon after. At Newstead, the station
buildings reflected the standard plan layout and 'Dunolly style', and included the building of a
main station structure (with station master's residence), lamp room and possibly a railway
gatehouse. The railway line appears to have been opened in July 1874, although there was no
official opening.
In January 1882, tenders were called for the construction of the Newstead Railway Goods Shed,
opposite the railway station. The railway gate house was sold by tender in 1896 and a year later in
1897, tenders were advertised for alterations to the station building's verandah. Apparently it was
too wide and required a reduction in size. The timber extension to the main building appears to
have been carried out at the turn of the century. Other alterations may have been carried out in the
1920s.
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REFERENCES:
Mount Alexander Mail, 19 August 1861; 25 November 1862; 1 December 1862; 12 July 1871; 6
May 1873; 4 June 1873; 19 March 1874; 30 April 1874; 27 January 1882; 7 July 1890.
Maryborough Advertiser, 8 July 1874.
The Echo, 16 October 1897; 9 April 1898; 16 April 1898; 30 April 1898.
Castlemaine Representative, June-July 1874, particularly 11 June, 7 July and 8 July 1974.
D. Ward & D. Donnelly, in association with the Australian Railway Historical Society, 'Victoria's
Railway Stations: An Architectural Survey', vols.1 & 2, March 1982.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Railway Hotel, Creswick Newstead Road, Newstead is architecturally significant at the
LOCAL level. The Hotel demonstrates design qualities of a late Victorian era commercial
building. These qualities include being constructed on the street boundaries; the gable roof
forms with corrugated steel cladding; the weatherboard cladding ; the wide return street
verandah with corrugated steel cladding, and the corner entry doorway.
The Railway Hotel, Creswick Newstead Road, Newstead is historically significant at the
LOCAL level. The development of the site as an hotel is related to the coming of the railway
in 1876. The building has been in continuous use as a hotel for over a century.
Overall, the Railway Hotel, Creswick Newstead Road, Newstead is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The Railway Hotel, Creswick Newstead Road, Newstead occupies a corner site near the railway
station. The single storey timber building is built to the street boundary on both street frontages.
The building consists of three transverse gable roofed sections with the two corner gables having a
skillion street verandah which returns down the side street. The third gable roof is slightly wider
than the other two and does not have a verandah. It may be a later addition possibly from the
middle of the twentieth century. The roofs are clad in corrugated steel. There are no surviving
chimneys. The third gable has a large introduced internally illuminated sky sign on the ridge
which detracts from the building. The skillion street verandah is supported on posts with large
introduced concrete bases. The verandah is also clad in corrugated steel. The majority of the
walls are clad in square edged weatherboards. A base section of applied stonework has been
introduced, possibly in the mid twentieth century. The building has a corner entry door. There is
a variety of introduced windows and doors.
HISTORY:
The 1865 Shire of Newstead ratebooks list Frederick Lauer as having a house in Newstead. By
1867 he is listed as having a store and dwelling in Green Valley. In 1874 the Newstead Railway
Station opened across the road from this site. In 1875 the Ratebooks list Frederick Lauer as a
Storekeeper and owner of Store at Newstead on Part of Section 1 Strangways. In 1876 he is still
listed as the owner of a Store at Newstead. In December 1876, a Mr. McGuinness applies for a
publican's licence. Ray Bradfield writes that in 1876 Lauer's licensed Store became the Railway
Hotel. Ray Bradfield reported that in 1905 the next door saleyards were rebuilt and on sale days
many buyers attended the nearby Railway Hotel. The Ratebooks of 1915 list Margaret
McGuinness, publican, as the owner of the Railway Hotel on Allotment 10 of Sec. 3A. The
former Sale Yards were still there in the 1940s and 50s and Licensees of the hotel during this
period were Mr. Prendergast, May McGuinness and Lou Thompson.
REFERENCES:
Shire of Newstead ratebooks, 1865, 1867, 1875, 1876, 1915
Community Consultation
Bradfield, Raymond A., Newstead: Some Early History. Castlemaine: privately published, n.d.
[1970s]. p. 15
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The residence, corner of Creswick Newstead Road and Atkins Road, Newstead is
architecturally significant at a LOCAL level. It appears to be substantially intact and
demonstrates original design qualities of a Federation domestic style. These qualities include
the enveloping hipped roof form with intersecting gable roof; galvanised corrugated iron roof
cladding; brick and render chimneys; timber framed double hung windows, and the return
verandah supported on timber posts with simple timber frieze. The timber and metal mesh fence
enclosing the garden area and the mature exotic and native trees also make a contribution to the
significance of the place.
The residence, corner of Creswick Newstead Road and Atkins Road, Newstead, is historically
significant at a LOCAL level. It is associated with the Atkin family who have long settled in
the district.
Overall The residence, corner of Creswick Newstead Road and Atkins Road, Newstead, is of
LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The site is characterised by a substantial Federation style farmhouse that is set in a fenced garden
area. There is a timber post and wire mesh fence and mature exotic and native trees. The house is
sited on a rise at some distance from the road boundary. There is a cluster of farm buildings
including a large timber stable building in poor repair to the rear of the house.
This house is a single storey, Federation style building. The house has an enveloping hipped main
roof form which extends to continue as the roof of the return verandah. There is a large
intersecting gable in the centre of the front facade with a large window in the centre of the wall.
The roof forms are clad in short length, lapped galvanised corrugated iron. There are two simply
detailed face brick and render chimneys. The verandah is supported on timber posts with a simple
timber frieze. The house has timber framed windows.
Some of the timber farm building to the rear of the house may predate the farmhouse. The timber
stable building is in poor condition. It is a single storey building with a centre section of a gable
roof which changes pitch on either side to form a skillion. The stable walls are clad in
weatherboards with the roof clad in corrugated steel.
HISTORY:
The land on which this house is located (Allotment 8 of Section 2 in the Parish of Sandon) was
granted to J. Meddings in c1855.
The property has been in the Atkin family for a very long time. Mrs. Hannah Atkin is said to have
designed this house in the early years of the twentieth century. Her son Geoffrey was born in
1908.
The Ratebooks for 1905 rate Henry Atkin for a house and 380 acres including this allotment.
REFERENCES:
Parish plan
Ratebooks 1905
Community Consultation, Newstead.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Farm house and stone outbuilding at Daylesford Newstead Road, Newstead, is
architecturally significant at a LOCAL level. The house and outbuilding demonstrates many
design qualities of the late Victorian and Victorian vernacular style. These intact qualities
include the quarried stone wall construction of the outbuilding; the hipped, gable and skillion
roof forms; the central doorway and timber door; and the two flanking timber framed, tripartite
double hung windows.
The Farm house and stone out building, Daylesford Newstead Road, Newstead, is historically
significant at a LOCAL level. It is associated with the settlement of the Newstead district. It
is also associated with the Jobs family, Kist family and Peterson family, farmers in the area.
Overall, the Farm house and stone outbuilding at Daylesford Newstead Road, Newstead, is of
LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The building is sited on relatively flat land facing the Hepburn Newstead Road. The building has
a short set back from the front boundary and there is little landscaping. The house is rectangular
with an M shaped hipped roof clad in corrugated steel. There are two symmetrically placed brick
chimneys above the ridge line. The house has a bullnosed verandah which returns. The verandah
is supported on cast iron columns and has cast iron bracket and decorative frieze. Part of the
verandah has been built in down one side at a later date. The front elevation has a central door
with side lights and on either side is a tripartite window with a central double hung window
between narrow side lights. At the rear are later skillion additions.
Also at the rear of the building set at an angle to the house alignment is a small hipped roof stone
building with a chimney which appears to have faced into an earlier structure. The building has a
central door on the narrow hip end. This may have been part of an earlier cottage or a farm
building. At the other side of the rear yard are a number of hipped and skillion roof sheds, now
clad in corrugated steel which may be the stables, coach house and man's room mentioned in the
1909 advertisement.
HISTORY:
The Parish plans shows that allotments 19 to 24 of Section 1 were purchased from the Crown by
C. Jobs in 1855. In April 1873, the Jobs farm known as Loddon Grange was advertised for sale by
Josh Jobs. It was reported as sold in April 1873. In 1887 the Ratebooks listed Stephen Kist as
the occupier. He still occupied the site in 1900. In March 1909, the Mount Alexander Mail had an
advertisement for the sale of Loddon Grange Farm and Clearing Sale on 24 March:
"WAS. Kist & Co. and G.W. Parker (in conjunction) have received instructions from the executors
in the estate of the late Stephen Kist to sell at public auction, That very choice property known as
Loddon Grange Farm, Newstead. containing about 70 acres of first class agricultural land. The
improvements consist of a 6-roomed double fronted brick [the existing house is weatherboard]
house, in splendid order, new stables, coach house, new man's room, separator room, and water is
laid on by windmill. For further particulars apply WAS. Kist and Co., 608-10 Collins Street
Melbourne: or G.W. Parker, Daylesford."
The land has been occupied by the Peterson family for much of the twentieth century.
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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The Peterson family believe that the existing house was relocated to the site. This could explain
the discrepancy between the description of the house as brick and the existing weatherboard house.
The weatherboard house would appear to date from the late Victorian period and may have been
relocated or built on the land after the sale in 1909.
REFERENCES:
Mount Alexander Mail , March 1909 & 1873
Newstead Ratebooks 1900 and 1887
Parish Plan
Submission to the Mount Alexander Shire 2011.
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ND/24
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The brick house (former Presbyterian Manse), Dundas Street, Newstead, is architecturally
significant at a LOCAL level. It demonstrates original design qualities of a Victorian style.
These qualities include the dominant hipped roof form clad in lapped galvanised corrugated
iron. Other intact qualities include the two recently painted (and altered) corbelled brick
chimneys; narrow eaves; central, arched doorway; eight paned, timber framed, double hung
windows; and the stonework decorative features (quoining at the corners of the building;
window and door surrounds, window sills and building plinth). Recent but appropriate features
include the rear hipped roof extension and the returned skillion verandah.
The brick house (former Presbyterian Manse), Dundas Street, Newstead, is historically
significant at LOCAL level. It is associated with the development of the Presbyterian Church
in Newstead, particularly from 1867 until the late 1960s, when this house accommodated the
local Presbyterian Minister. It is also associated with the architect, T.F. Kibble.
Overall, the brick house (former Presbyterian Manse), Dundas Street, Newstead, is of LOCAL
significance.
DESCRIPTION:
This site is characterised by a brick house in a well-treed, rural setting. The house is partially
visible from the road.
The single storey, symmetrical, recently painted brick Victorian styled house is characterised by a
dominant hipped roof form clad in lapped galvanised corrugated iron. Two altered, and recently
painted, corbelled brick chimneys adorn the roofline. Narrow overhangs are a feature of the eaves.
An original arched door is centrally located on the main façade and is flanked by two, eight paned,
timber framed, double hung windows. A series of single, eight paned timber framed, double hung
windows are visible on the west façade. Original decorative features of the design include the
stonework (quoining at the corners of the building; window and door surrounds, window sills and
building plinth). At the rear appears to be an introduced, hipped roof extension following the form
of the original house. The return skillion verandah - clad in galvanised corrugated iron, supported
by turned timber columns and decorated with iron lace valances - is a recent but appropriate
addition.
Comparative Analysis:
The architect of this former brick Manse, T.F. Kibble, also designed the Church of England
Parsonage at Fryerstown in 1866. It is of a similar style, form and construction as the manse at
Newstead, with its brick construction, stone detailing (quoining, window and door surrounds and
plinth), hipped roof and simple symmetrical front. However, the Fryerstown Parsonage appears to
be more intact.
HISTORY:
The Presbyterian Church formed in Victoria in 1859, the year of the first Presbyterian service at
Newstead in McPhee's barn. Soon after, in 1860, tenders were called for the construction of the
St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church. Tenders appear to have been called for the making of 25,000 30,000 bricks for this former Presbyterian Church Manse in April and May 1866, although it was
not until 21 November 1867 when the architect, T.F. Kibble, called tenders for the erection of the
building. It was situated on allotment 2, Section 10a in the township of Newstead, which was
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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owned by W. Stewart "and others" in 1868. This house was the residence of the Presbyterian
Minister in Newstead throughout the 19th century and for a substantial part of the 20th century.
By the early to mid 1960s, the manse appears to have been privately leased. In c.1969, the
building was sold to Sotirios and Dionysia Kabiliris of East Brunswick.
REFERENCES:
Mount Alexander Mail, 19 April 1866; 30 May 1866; 21 November 1867.
'Presbyterian Manse (former), Newstead', National Trust file no. 3083.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former McNabb House, corner of Dundas Street and Creswick Newstead Road, Newstead
is architecturally significant at a LOCAL level. Although altered by the addition of the mid
twentieth century return verandah intact the place demonstrates original design qualities of a
Victorian domestic style. These qualities include the hipped roof form; galvanised corrugated
iron roof cladding; brick wall construction; brick chimneys and timber framed double hung
windows. The hedge and fence enclosing the garden area also make a contribution to the
significance of the place.
The former McNabb House, corner of Dundas Street and Creswick Newstead Road, Newstead,
is historically significant at a LOCAL level. It is associated with the McNabb family who
have long settled in the district.
Overall former McNabb House, corner of Dundas Street and Creswick Newstead Road,
Newstead, is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The house is sited on slightly rising land facing Creswick Newstead Road. The building is set
back from the front boundary across a field within a garden area marked by a low hedge. The
house is rectangular with an M shaped hipped roof clad in corrugated steel. There are two
symmetrically placed brick chimneys one on each side of the house. The house has a flat skillion
roofed verandah which returns. The verandah is supported on columns with no decorative
brackets or frieze. The walls are of unpainted brick. The front elevation has a central door with a
transom window above and on either side is a timber framed, double hung window.
HISTORY:
The land on which this house is located (Allotment 2 of Section C2 in the Parish of Strangways)
was granted to William McNabb in October 1871. McNabb was born at Maybole, Ayrshire in
Scotland in 1832 and he arrived in Melbourne in September 1853. His first occupation was as a
carrier to the gold diggings. In mid 1855 he was first able to take up 80 acres of land at Newstead,
which he gradually increased to 300 acres. He is also said to have rented land at Guildford, where
he met and married the sister of one of his neighbours in 1860.
The land that McNabb farmed in Newstead appears to have been situated directly west of the
present house, on the other side of the Creswick Newstead Road, and his first house was located
on the west side of Green Gully Creek. In 1964 all that remained of this house was a post and a
few bricks. William McNabb built the present house c.1880 and the bricks are said to have been
made from clay taken from the triangular paddock north of this allotment.
William McNabb died in August 1910 and his wife, Jessie, died in 1918. Their fifth son, Herbert
McNabb took over the property. He was a successful district farmer and a prominent member of
the Newstead community, which included holding the position of director of the Newstead Butter
Factory for more than 40 years, having been a foundation member of the Board. He was also a
prominent member of the local Presbyterian church and a trustee of the Newstead Cemetery.
Herbert died in 1946 and his son, Robert, became the next owner of this house.
Robert McNabb lived there for a number of decades before selling the house in c.1999. He made a
number of alterations to the house in the mid-1950s. These included the replacement of an early
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger

Shire of Mount Alexander: Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead, 2000

PLACE:

Former McNabb House

ADDRESS: 209 Creswick Road, Newstead
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
ND/25
31 May 2004

verandah, which was erected across the front of the house in the late 1930s, by the present
verandah, which returns down both sides. The house is said to have not had a verandah before the
one that was erected in the 1930s. Robert McNabb also replaced the detached kitchen and laundry
at the rear with the present brick extension.
At some stage the original corbelled tops of the chimneys, visible in an early photograph of the
house, have been removed and the tops of the chimneys reformed and capped with galvanised iron.
The corrugated roofing material also appears to be recent.
REFERENCES:
Information in the 'McNabb' File held at the Newstead and District Historical Society - photocopy
from Newstead and Maldon Echo, 17 November 1964, p.1; McNabb family history booklet,
printed for the gathering of the descendants of William and Jessie McNabb at Newstead on 14
November 1964; unsourced photocopy of obituary for Herbert McNabb, September 1946.
Local informant: Robert McNabb.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The timber Victorian villa at 3 Hilliers Street, Newstead is aesthetically significant at a
LOCAL level. The building demonstrates original design qualities of the Victorian era. These
qualities include the hipped roof and verandah forms clad in corrugated steel, the square edged
horizontal weatherboard wall cladding, the timber doors and windows, the cast iron valence and
verandah brackets. The building is characteristic of the type of housing constructed in the late
nineteenth century.
The timber Victorian villa at 3 Hilliers Street, Newstead is historically significant at a LOCAL
level. It was constructed by and associated with the Biddlestone family for many years.
DESCRIPTION:
The timber late Victorian villa has a medium setback from the street boundary on a relatively flat
site. The house has a hipped M form roof clad in corrugated steel. There are face brick chimneys
with decorative corbelled brick bands. There is one external brick chimney on the south side of
the house. The front verandah has a hipped roof clad in corrugated steel supported on timber posts
with cast iron valence and brackets.
The walls are clad in horizontal weatherboards and the house has a central doorway with flanking
windows. The style and form of the building is characteristic of a late Victorian weatherboard
villa.
HISTORY:
The Mount Alexander Mail of March 31, 1897 reported " Our Newstead correspondent writes: Mr. R. Marks, who recently purchased some township allotments, intends building thereon, which
will have a tendency to enhance the value of properties in Hilliers-street. Mr. C. Biddlestone,
another purchaser, will build on the block adjoining Mr. Marks', which will complete the building
part of the street."
This house has had a long association with the Biddlestone family and it would appear that the
article was referring to this property.
REFERENCES:
Mount Alexander Mail, March 31, 1897
Community Consultation, Newstead.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Newstead Croquet Club, Hillers Street, Newstead is of social significance at a
CONTRIBUTORY level in the Newstead Heritage Precinct. The site has been associated with
the Newstead Croquet Club since the 1930s.
The Newstead Croquet Club, Hillers Street, Newstead is of aesthetic significance at a
CONTRIBUTORY level in the Newstead Heritage Precinct. The open grassed space and
small nineteenth century building demonstrates qualities of early twentieth century recreational
places. These qualities include the open grassed area, the small utilitarian building with gable
roof clad in corrugated metal, horizontal weatherboard cladding and face brick external
chimney. The characteristic timber framed chain mesh fence also adds to the places qualities
and gates.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
The Newstead Croquet Club at first had their club grounds adjacent to the Church of England.
The club relocated to this site in the early 1930s. The building came from Captains Gully where it
had been owned by the Butler family.
REFERENCES:
Newstead and District Historical Society.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The brick Victorian villa at 9 Hilliers Street, Newstead built in 1989 is aesthetically significant
at a LOCAL level. The building demonstrates original design qualities of the Victorian era.
These qualities include the hipped roof and verandah roof forms clad in corrugated steel, the
unpainted red brick wall cladding, the timber doors and windows, the cast iron valence and
verandah brackets. The building is characteristic of the type of housing constructed in the late
nineteenth century.
The brick Victorian villa at 9 Hilliers Street, Newstead is historically significant at a LOCAL
level. It is associated with the development of Newstead in the late nineteenth century and
with Mr. Richard Tankard a well known townsman at the turn of the century.
DESCRIPTION:
The building is sited on relatively flat land facing the Hilliers Street. The building has a modest
set back from the front boundary and there are two mature exotic trees in the front garden. The
house is rectangular with an M shaped hipped roof clad in corrugated steel. There are two
symmetrically placed brick chimneys with decorative corbel bands above the ridge line. The
house has a slightly convex roofed verandah which returns. The verandah is supported on timber
posts and has cast iron brackets and decorative frieze. The front elevation has a central door with
side lights and on either side is a timber framed double hung window.
A large gable roofed carport has been erected to one side and projecting from the front of the
house. The roof form, scale and placement do not enhance the streetscape.
HISTORY:
The land on which this house is located (Allotment 7 of Section 11 in the Town Plan of Newstead)
was granted to H. Roberts in 1860.
The ratebooks between 1898 and 1916 show that Richard Tankard, miner was the owner of this
property.
In 1896 Richard Tankard is rated for a blacksmith's shop on the lease of the Farmer United Gold
Mining Company. In the 1898 to 1900 ratebooks he is rated as the occupier of a house in Lyons
Street (Devonshire Store - ND/62) owned by Harriet McMasters.
The Echo of 27th August 1898 reported: " One of our well-known townsmen Mr. R. Tankard, is
gradually coming to the front with his energetic efforts to make a thriving town of Newstead. Mr.
Tankard, a few month back, bought the old Devonshire Store, and has had it rebuilt and renovated
and the building now possesses a striking appearance. Mr. Tankard has also let a contract for the
building of a double fronted villa for himself. Mr. W. Tonkin is the contractor, and he intends to
put some good work in the building of such.
It would appear that the 'double fronted villa' is this house.
REFERENCES:
Parish plan
Shire of Newstead Ratebooks, 1898, 1899, 1904,1910, 1915.
The Echo 27 August 1898
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The timber Victorian villa in Hilliers Street, Newstead is aesthetically significant at a LOCAL
level. The building demonstrates original design qualities of the Victorian era. These qualities
include the hipped roof and verandah forms clad in corrugated steel, the rendered chimney, the
square edged horizontal weatherboard wall cladding, the timber doors and vertically
proportioned double hung windows, the cast iron valence and verandah brackets. The building
is characteristic of the type of housing constructed in the late nineteenth century.
The timber Victorian villa in Hilliers Street, Newstead is historically significant at a LOCAL
level. It is characteristic of the timber villas constructed int he town in the late nineteenth
century.
DESCRIPTION:
The timber late Victorian villa has a medium setback from the street boundary on a relatively flat
site. The house is set in a garden with some mature trees and shrubs. The house has a hipped M
form roof clad in corrugated steel. There is a rendered chimney with decorative bands. The front
verandah has a hipped roof clad in corrugated steel supported on timber posts with cast iron
valence and brackets.
The walls are clad in horizontal weatherboards and the house has a central doorway with flanking
timber double hung windows. The style and form of the building is characteristic of a late
Victorian weatherboard villa.
HISTORY:
The house has had an association with the Hartup family from at least the mid twentieth century.
Alan "Curly" Hartup ran the old garage where the present day community centre has been
constructed. The business was once known as Cusack's Garage.
REFERENCES:
Newstead Community Consultation.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former Nomens Residence, Hilliers Street, corner Lyons Street, Newstead is
architecturally significant at the LOCAL level. The house demonstrates design qualities of an
enlarged Victorian vernacular timber house. These qualities include the hipped roof form clad
in corrugated steel, the convex curved verandah with timber posts, cast iron brackets and frieze,
the square edged weatherboard clad walls, the front doorway the original and early flanking
twelve paned, timber, double hung, front windows and the face brick chimneys.
The former Nomens Residence, Hilliers Street, corner Lyons Street, Newstead is historically
significant at the LOCAL level. It demonstrates the development of Newstead in the
nineteenth century. The building also has connections with the Nomens family, storekeepers
and storeowners in Newstead from at least 1865 to 1915.
Overall, the former Nomens Residence, Hilliers Street, corner Lyons Street, Newstead is of
LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The former Nomens Residence, Hilliers Street, corner of Lyons Street, is set on the street
boundary facing Hilliers Street and is elevated above street level. The verandah balustrade forms a
fence to the street. The house is set back from the Lyons Street frontage and has mature exotic
garden planting in the rear and side yards.
The house is a very long rectangular timber structure with a steeply pitched hipped roof clad in
corrugated steel. The roof extends across the front in a gentle convex arch to form the verandah
roof. There are two simply detailed face brick chimneys. The verandah is supported on timber
posts with a narrow cast metal bracket and very narrow decorative metal frieze. The frieze returns
along the sides of the verandah which are clad in vertical timber boarding. The elevation timber
verandah has simple horizontal timber cladding below the verandah floor and has a picket fence
along the verandah edge which acts as a balustrade. The house appears to have been extended
longitudinally from what may have been a simple symmetrical cottage with a central door and
flanking twelve paned, timber framed, double hung windows. The extension towards Lyons Street
have a central double hung, timber framed window and the extension away from Lyons Street has
two similar windows. The house extends at the back with a skillion roof. The walls are clad in
square edged weatherboards.
HISTORY:
The land on which this is located (Allotment 2 of Section 2 in the Township of Newstead) was
granted to A Nomens and F. Lauer in 1863. In the first Newstead Shire ratebook of 1865 Auguste
Nomens and Frederick Lauer are rated for a store and land at Newstead. In 1867 Auguste Nomens
and Christian Scheel are rated for buildings, Newstead. In 1874 Nomens and Scheel have the
occupation, storekeepers and they are rated for a store, timberyard and dwelling. They are the
ratepayers in 1878,1879, 1890 and 1891. In 1892, 1893 and 1894 Charles W. King is rated as
storekeeper. The 1894 ratebook notes that Nomens and Scheel are "out of business". The
ratepayer in 1895 and 1896 is Charles W. King, storekeeper, house, store and land Lyon and
Hilliers Street. From 1897 to 1915 Frederick Nomens is the ratepayer for the property with this
description.
The Mount Alexander Mail on 11 October 1865 reported on the dissolution of the partnership of
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Auguste Nomens and Fredrick Lauer at Newstead, the business to be carried on by Messrs
Nomens and Scheel. It would appear that they sold alcoholic beverages as they held a publicans
licence for the Newstead Store, Lyons Street which was granted on 23 September 1869. The
licence was renewed annually and the Mount Alexander Mail on 9 December 1887 reported that
there was a Nomens valuation at the Licensing Court.
On 28 February 1891 and 10 March 1891, The Mount Alexander Mail advertised: "Tenders are
invited...by Messrs Nomens and Scheel, Newstead for their old-established General Store and
Timber Yard, Dwelling House of Seven Rooms. Kitchen, Outhouses and Stable, Garden and a
Four- acre Paddock adjoining, with never-failing supply of water...." The sale apparently did not
progress as on 29 April 1893, the newspaper advertised an auction on 10 May "under instruction
from Messrs Nomens and Scheel will sell...Part of Allot 10, Sec 3, Town of Newstead corner of
Hilliers and Lyons Streets, opposite National Bank..." They were still in possession of this
building in 1895 when again the property was advertised for sale: "...detached seven-roomed
house, kitchen and offices, the whole roofed with iron and insured for £400. There is also a good
garden stocked with vines and fruit trees and another well providing a never-failing supply of pure
water..." The property again did not sell. In The Echo 13 February 1897 was the advertisement
"To the Residents of Newstead and District. Having purchased the business of Mr. C W King,
which was so successfully carried on for 25 years by Messrs Nomens and Scheel, I have the
honour to inform you of my intention to carry on the business as hitherto, and trust that, by
supplying goods of the best quality and selling at lowest prices for cash, I shall merit your valued
support. F. Nomens, General Storekeeper and Timber Merchant, Lyons Street, Newstead." His
advertisement in The Echo of 12 April 1911, "begs to Thank his numerous Customers for their
Liberal support in the past, and hopes for a continuance of same in the future." This would appear
to be Frederick the son of Auguste, as a letter from a family descendant held at the Newstead and
District Historical Society refers to the writer's mother, Florence Ethel Nomens, who was born in
the weatherboard house at the corner of Lyons and Hillier Streets in 1906 and that her father
Frederick had worked in the National Bank for a while and subsequently owned the general store
which had been run by his father. The family appears to have moved from Newstead to
Melbourne in 1914 or 1915. The family also appear to have been involved with sporting activities
especially cricket and Australian Rules Football as a Nomens is listed in reports in The Echo of
1896 and 1897. They also appear to have been involved with mining pursuits in 1897.
The Roberts family who moved from Maldon, appear to have owned the residence from the 1927
until the 1970s.
REFERENCES:
Parish plan
Newstead Shire Ratebooks 1865,1867, 1874, 1878, 1879, 1890, 1891, 1892,1893, 1894, 1895,
1896, 1897, 1898, 1900, 1910, 1915
Letter from family descendant Daryl Simpson on Nomens file at Newstead and District Historical
Society.
The Echo, 11/10/1896, 13/2/1896, 10/4/1897, 12/4/1911
The Mount Alexander Mail, 28/2/1891, 10/3/1891, 29/4/1893, 28/12/1895, 22/3/1897, 1/5/1897
Community Consultation, Newstead.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
This nineteenth century brick house is of architectural and historic significance to Newstead.
The house appears to have been constructed in two sections with a gable roofed section facing
Hilliers Street and a steeply pitched hipped roof section oriented in the opposite direction. The
composite building retains the characteristic nineteenth century qualities of small scale, gable
and steeply hipped roofs, brick walls (now painted), corrugated steel roofing, bull nosed
verandah facing Hilliers Street and return verandah with central gable facing away from the
street and timber double hung windows. The retention of this characteristic building is
desirable. Further research and assessment may result in the building being of LOCAL
architectural and historic significance.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
It is believed that this house was owned in the 1940s and 1950s by Maurice Tonkin. It may have
been built by Mr. Tonkin, a local dentist. In the 1940s and 1950s the tenants occupying this house
included A. Mitchell, G. Neven and D. Roberts.
REFERENCES:
Community Consultation
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former Newstead Racecourse, Jockey Drive, Newstead is socially significant at a LOCAL
level. The track and remaining buildings demonstrate the development of community and
recreation in the Newstead district.
The former Newstead Racecourse, Jockey Drive, Newstead is historically significant at a
LOCAL level. It is associated with the early years of the settlement of the Newstead district
and provided a recreational pastime for the district. Horse racing was one of the early
organised sports in many mining areas.
Overall, former Newstead Racecourse, Jockey Drive, Newstead, is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The former Newstead Racecourse is located on the edge of the Newstead township. The
racecourse is bounded on three sides by roads. The land is a large grassed area with metal stake
and wire fencing. On the south east corner is some remnant planting including pine trees and the
remaining structures from the racecourse. These include stables and timber fenced yards. These
are now in fair to poor condition. The racetrack is still clearly in evidence on the site with the
running rail still extant.
HISTORY:
The land on which the Newstead Race Course is located (Permanent Racecourse Reserve in the
Parish of Strangways) was granted on 20 July 1888. The site had been temporarily reserved by
orders of 31 October and 28 November 1864 for a Racecourse and other purposes of public
recreation. These orders were curtailed by order of 9 June 1873.
Horse racing at Newstead is reported in the Mount Alexander Mail of 30 March 1860: " Races at
Newstead - We understand it has been resolved to hold an Autumn meeting on the new racecourse
at Newstead, the latter day of April or beginning of May. A preliminary meeting will be held at
Marsden's Hotel Newstead, near the Loddon, to settle the amount of stakes to be run for, the
nomination of the stewards, secretary and the transaction of other business. Due notice will be
given by advertisement of the exact date of the races."
In May 1870 tenders were called in the Mount Alexander Mail for fencing of the Newstead Race
and Recreation Ground. In March 1874 the Mount Alexander Mail carried a tender notice for the
Newstead racecourse for saddling paddocks and roofing grandstand. Tenders were called in the
same newspaper in February 1888 for the Newstead Jockey Club for erection of 22 1/2 chains of
picket fence, gates and a urinal.
A newspaper report of 7 August 1901 announced that "the trustees of the Newstead racecourse
intend shortly to erect a new grandstand and carry out other works. It is not before time as the
upper part of the stand was blown down over two years ago and has been left in a dilapidated and
disgraceful state ever since." The Echo reported that the stand was to be completed by the A.N.A
sports on the 11th November 1901. In the 1940s and 50s the site was used as a Race Course and
Golf Course.
Cec. Kuhle in a talk to the Castlemaine historical Society and recorded in the Newsletter of June
1992 recalled:
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The Newstead Jockey Club, founded in the 1880s, resumed racing after a fifteen year recess during
the depression and war, on the 3rd December 1947. His interest in the club began at this time. In
1947 two meetings a year were held - summer and winter. From 1966, when Maryborough
decided to concentrate on trotting races, there were two additional meetings - in spring and
autumn. There were six races each meeting. The starting barrier in the early days was a single
strand of rubber and rope stretched across the track between two poles. In 1964 a 14 strand
starting stall was acquired. In 1969 all racing clubs had to show just cause why a racecourse was
needed in their district. The racing licence was cancelled. About six months after the course
closed strong winds destroyed the entrance sign, the grandstand and several trees. The starting
stalls are now at the Balnarring Picnic Race Club.
In 1999 the Racecourse facilities included the racecourse, a round yard, stables, observation box, a
changing shed, storage shed, parking area and residence.
The trustees of the reserve resigned in 1999 and handed the management of the reserve back to the
Department of Natural Resources. They distributed their excess funds to local community groups
and their records are held by the Newstead and District Historical Society. Since then local people
have formed a committee to maintain, improve and advance the site as a facility for the people of
Newstead and others who wish to use it.
REFERENCES:
Parish Plan
Newstead and District Historical Society, Racecourse File, collection of information on the
Racecourse.
Community Consultation
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former Victoria Flour Mill, corner Dundas and Layard Streets, Newstead, is
architecturally significant at a LOCAL level. It demonstrates characteristic Victorian design
qualities that were typical for Victorian industrial buildings of the period. These qualities
include the gabled roof form, the coursed bluestone rubble wall construction with squared
quoins; brick windows and door reveals, timber framed introduced windows and basalt sills.
The riverside setting, and large scale of the building make it a dominant local landmark which
contributes to the significance of the place.
The former Victoria Flour Mill, corner Dundas and Layard Streets, Newstead, is historically
significant at a LOCAL level. It is associated with the secondary industry of flour milling
between 1869 and 1914. The site is also associated with the Sheehan family who were flour
millers and owned the site for over 100 years.
Overall, the former Victoria Flour Mill, corner Dundas and Layard Streets, Newstead is of
LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The former Victoria Flour Mill, Dundas Street, Newstead is a large bluestone building set back
from the street boundary. The mill originally looked over the river but is now separated from the
river by the levee bank which protects it from flood. The building now has a gable roof with no
eaves, clad in slate. This was constructed in 1976. There is an introduced brick chimney in the
apex of the street gable. This occupies the space of an earlier gable window. The sill of this
window still remains. The walls are of coursed rubble bluestone and the building is three storeys
high. The quoins are of large squared blocks of bluestone. The street facade window and door
openings have brick reveals and bluestone sills. The side window and door openings have
bluestone lintels and sills. There are introduced 12 paned timber, double hung windows and
timber French doors in the openings. There is an external timber access stair to the middle level.
There is an introduced exotic garden dating from the 1970s. The sandstone walls of the stables
remain.
HISTORY:
On 27th April 1869, The Mount Alexander Mail reported that "The Newstead Flour Mill is
expected to be at work in a few weeks. The building, which is of bluestone and very substantial, is
three storeys high, and the floors are fast filling up with wheat. We are informed by Mr. Miller,
the engineer, that the engine will be ready for work in a fortnight. It has been said that
competition is the strength of trade, and the adage is verified in the instance, as the farmers are
now getting three pence per bushel more than in former years, when there was only one mill at
Newstead."
The Sheehan Brothers built the Victoria Flour Mill and the adjacent miller's
residence. The three Sheehan brothers owned flour mills at Kyneton, Dunolly and Avoca.
The Victoria Flour Mill was one of several mills to be established at Newstead. The first, the
Newstead Flour Mill, was constructed at the Junction in 1856 by D.E. Johnston & Co. David
Johnston was also the proprietor of the Junction Hotel. According to a Mount Alexander Mail
article on 20 January 1860, Johnston sold to John Blyth who appointed Christopher Jobson as
manager. In 1860 the Blyth Brothers were operating in Newstead and advertised for tenders for
building and completing an eight stall brick stable. In 1869, the Mount Alexander Mail reported
on a fire a Blyth's Mill on 15 September. Soon after Kyd and Mackie commenced building a new
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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mill on their land but it also burnt down in 1879.
The Victoria Flour Mill was operated by the Sheehan family until 1914. In 1891 The Mount
Alexander Mail reported that there were three new rollers for the flour mill. On 30th July 1907
The Mount Alexander Mail advertised "Absolute Sale of Plant, Brick Residence, Town
Allotments & Farm Lands under instructions from the Mortgagee." Lot 2 of the sale was - "All
that piece of land, being Allotments 1,2 and 1A, of Section 5A, Township of Newstead, containing
in all 5 acres 3 roods 4 perches (more of less), and on which is erected large 3-storey Bluestone
Flour Mill, with Modern Roller Milling Plant, large Brick Residence and Outbuildings. The
Newstead Echo reported on 7 August 1907 that the property had received no bids at the auction
and had been passed in. The mill continued trading and in the flood of 19-20 August 1909,
suffered considerable damage to the premises and to the stock. The mill was again advertised for
sale and as there were no buyers, the National Bank, which held the mortgage on the property,
moved in and removed everything of value - the slate roof, the Oregon supporting beams and even
the roof from the stables. The Sheehan family remained living in the house until the 1970s. The
mill is shown in early photographs as having a galvanised, corrugated steel roof, most windows
have brick reveals and twelve pane, double hung windows. There was a square brick chimney
stack on the southwest corner. There were timber skillion structures to the both the north west and
south east. A picket fence surrounded the complex. The stable building to the south had
sandstone walls and timber roof structure.
By 1975, when it was auctioned, the mill building was derelict. It lacked floors, roof and windows
and the south east wall had collapsed. A twenty metre high peppercorn tree grew within it. The
chimney stack and boiler house were gone and only the walls of the stable remained. In 1976 the
building was substantially reconstructed by the new owner, Alex
McMillan. A slate roof
matching the original gable form was constructed. A new brick chimney was inserted in the gable
end in place of the gable window, an external timber access stair was constructed and new
windows constructed. The place was reconstructed as the "Lion and Piper Inn" and the interior
constructed for the new role as accommodation. It is now used as a private residence.
REFERENCES:
The Mount Alexander Mail, 15 July 1856, 27 April 1869, 27 April 1869, 11 October 1869, 10
March 1871, 28 May, 1879, 30 July 1907,
The Age, 19 July 1975
Photograph on file at Newstead and District Historical Society
Letter on file at Newstead and District Historical Society from Brian Sheehan, dated 28 February
1996 regarding Sheehan family history.
Register of the National Estate Database No. 004266 accessed 22 May 2000
National Trust of Australia(Victoria) file No. 1870 includes 1966 file of derelict mill.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former Mill Residence, Layard Street, Newstead is of historic and aesthetic significant to
Newstead. The building is associated with the development of the former flour mill next door.
The building also retains marks from the 1909 flood. Although extended and altered the
building retains some of the qualities characteristic of the original nineteenth century building .
These qualities include the steeply pitched hipped roof clad in corrugated metal, the hipped roof
return verandah, face brick walls and chimneys, timber panelled doors and timber double hung
windows. The retention of this building is desirable. Further research and assessment may
result in the building being of LOCAL architectural and historic significance.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
This house is next door to the former Flour Mill and was constructed as the miller's house. It
began as a four roomed cottage and was later extended. The building still shows the high water
mark of the 1909 flood which was so severe that the levee bank was constructed to protect
Newstead. The house is associated with Miss Sheehan and her brother who lived here in the
1930s until the mid twentieth century. The Newstead Historical Society have a taped talk with
Miss Sheehan in their collection. The house was later occupied by Ross Suter, the inaugural
president of the Newstead and district Historical Society.
REFERENCES:
Echoes: A Short walk in Newstead, compiled by Gordon Tonkin, 1988, amended by Newstead
and District Historical Society 1998.
Newstead Community Consultation.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
This nineteenth century brick house is of architectural and historic significance to Newstead.
The building retains the characteristic nineteenth century qualities of the small building size,
gable roof form, brick walls, corrugated steel roofing, external face brick chimneys and central
doorway with flanking timber double hung windows. The retention of this characteristic
building is desirable. Further research and assessment may result in the building being of
LOCAL architectural and historic significance.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
Little is known of the origins of this building. It is associated with the Williamson family and in
the mid twentieth century with R. Baxter who married into the Williamson family. He was the
printer at the Newstead Echo Newspaper office.
REFERENCES:
Newstead Community Consultation.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Cottage, Layard Street, Newstead is architecturally significant at a LOCAL level. The
house demonstrates many design qualities of the Victorian vernacular style. These intact
qualities include the brick wall construction; the gable roof form; the brick chimneys; the
doorway and timber door; and the two flanking twelve paned, timber framed, double hung
windows.
The Cottage, Layard Street, Newstead is historically significant at a LOCAL level. It is
associated with the early years of the settlement of the Newstead district. It is also associated
with the Mills family, brickmakers.
Overall, The Cottage, Layard Street, Newstead is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The Cottage, Layard Street, Newstead is set at a short setback from the street alignment. The
building is on a relatively flat site. The brick house has a transverse gable section with a long
skillion roof at the back and the roof changes pitch to form a verandah at the front. The roof is
clad in corrugated steel over timber shingles. There is a short brick chimney with a corbelled brick
band at one gable end. A second taller external chimney rises from the skillion section. The
verandah is supported on simple timber posts and there is no verandah decoration or brackets. The
front elevation is asymmetrical which may indicate that it has been extended in width at some
stage. The walls are of brick, now painted. There is a timber front door with a twelve paned,
timber framed, double hung window near the door at one side and another similar window at some
distance from the door on the other side. The skillion section has been extended in timber
construction to the rear.
HISTORY:
The land on which this is located (Allotment 3 of Section 7 in the Parish of Strangways) was
granted to George Shipton in 1856. He conveyed the place to James Miles in 1870. On his death
it passed to Ellen Miles and remained in the family until 1899 when conveyed to Grace
Williamson.
In the 1865 and 1867 Ratebooks, James Miles is rated for house and land at Newstead. By 1874
he is described as a brickmaker and is rated for a house and brickyard at Newstead. The 1879
Ratebook describes the property as 11/2 acre of land and house in Layard Street. In 1891 Grace
Williamson is paying rates on a house and land in Layard Street, Newstead, near Sheehans. By
1894 the person rated is listed as George Leonard Williamson and Grace Williamson is listed as
the owner. George is still paying the rates in 1897, 1899 and 1900.
Locally it was believed that the building had been built by Joseph Day before 1857. Joseph Day
was the punt keeper, postmaster and operated sluicing works on the Loddon just above the punt.
There was a brick pit and kiln next door. Further research has shown that Joseph Day owned
Allotments 5,6,8 & 10 of Section 7, not this site. It is possible that the brickworks were on Day's
land.
In the 1940s and 50s R. Baxter was the owner and later owners included Harold Mason and Jack
Mawson.
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REFERENCES:
National Trust of Australia (Victoria) File No. 4611 includes title information and 1980
photographs.
Newstead Shire Ratebooks, 1865, 1867, 1874, 1879, 1891, 1894, 1897, 1899, 1900.
Community Consultation
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former Newstead Bakery, 3 Lyons Street, Newstead is architecturally significant at the
LOCAL level. The former bakery demonstrates design qualities of a late Victorian era store.
These qualities include the store being constructed on the street boundary; the gable roof form
with corrugated steel cladding; the face brick chimney with corbelled brick bands; the face
brick wall construction; the parapet with rendered recessed panels; the timber framed glazed
shop window; the shop entry doorway and the double hung timber framed windows.
The former Newstead Bakery, 3 Lyons Street, Newstead is historically significant at the
LOCAL level. The use of the site as a bakery is associated with the earliest development of
Newstead in the nineteenth century and continuing with the same use until the late 1960s. The
building is associated with a series of bakers including William Sutherland, John Blyth, George
McArthur, Thomas Toulen, Samuel Williams, the Jacka and Backway families.
Overall, the former Newstead Bakery, 3 Lyons Street, Newstead is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The former Newstead Bakery, 3 Lyons Street, Newstead is a single storey brick building
constructed to the street boundary. The building has transverse gable roof clad in corrugated steel.
The roof is shielded from the street by the building parapet. It has a square faced brick chimney
with corbelled brick banding. The front facade is of face brick with a parapet with rendered
panels, now painted. The parapet is marked into three sections with recessed panels edged with
plastered string moulds and pilasters. The central recessed panel still has the barely discernible
lettering "Newstead Bakery". The shop section of the building is to the south end with a single
doorway and a flanking timber framed shop window. Near the centre of the face is a narrow
window. Near the north end is a pair of double hung windows. The door and window openings
have flat arches marked with brick voussoirs. There are changes in the brickwork indicating repair
of past damage or changes to the building.
HISTORY:
The land on which this is located (Allotment 1 of Section 4 in the Township of Newstead) was
granted to J. Monks in 1856. Jas. Monks sold the land to Charles Marsden in 1857. By 1863 the
land was owned by Eliza Marsden who sold part of Allotments 1 and 2 to William Sutherland. In
1867 he sold the place to John Blyth. Blyth sold to George McArthur in 1879. In 1886 McArthur
sold to Thomas Toulen. By 1922 the place was owned by Samuel Williams who sold to John
Mackay who sold it that same year to John Graham, In 1923 Graham sold to Ellen Palethorpe.
She sold to Frederick Jacka in 1926. In 1945 it passed to William Jacka who sold to William
Backway until 1946. Although the bakery ceased operation in the late 1960s, it remained in
Backway ownership until 1985. Other bakers who worked here in the mid twentieth century were
Brown, Gough and Collins.
The Shire of Newstead ratebooks lists William Sutherland as the owner of a baker's shop and
dwelling in 1865. In 1874 George McArthur, baker, is listed as the tenant with the owner as John
Blyth for a bakery, Lyons Street, Newstead. By 1877 George McArthur, baker is listed as owner
of bakery and land Lyons Street. Thomas Toulen, baker is listed as the owner of the bakery in the
1889 Ratebook.
The Mount Alexander Mail advertised the sale by Mrs. Marsden in December 1862: "Mrs.
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Marsden, in consequence of the decease of Mr. Charles Marsden, late of Newstead, to sell by
Auction...the NEWSTEAD BAKERY, established for many years, and doing a large and payable
business...The Bakery...as all who know Mr. Marsden will testify, has been well conducted, been
most remunerative and managed at so small an expense as to be a certainly of sure fortune to the
fortunate purchaser...The person purchasing the Bakery...can take the horses, carts etc. at valuation
or otherwise."
The Mount Alexander Mail of 10 July 1865 printed the following advertisement:
"To Storekeepers and others. To LET, at Newstead, those commodious Premises, situated in the
centre of the Township, now occupied by Mr. Sutherland, Baker. To parties on the look out for a
really good business site, the above offers a most eligible opportunity. Rent moderate. Enquiries
to Mr. Sutherland at the Biscuit Manufactory, Newstead."
In 1909 the bakery was damaged by the floods with the Mount Alexander Mail reporting:
"William's baker's shop had 5ft of water in it, and his stock was greatly damaged. It was with
difficulty that the horses were got out of the stables, otherwise they would have been drowned."
From the appearance of the building it would appear that the property was rebuilt or substantially
reconstructed after the flood of 1909.
REFERENCES:
Parish plan
Title Information
Shire of Newstead Ratebooks, 1865, 1874, 1877, 1878, 1879, 1889.
The Mount Alexander Mail, 11 May 1855, 10 July 186529 December 1869, 21 August 1909
Echoes: A Short Walk in Newstead compiled by Gordon Tonkin in 1988 amended by the
Newstead and District Historical Society in 1998
Community Consultation, Newstead.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former Fire Brigade building is of aesthetic significance at a CONTRIBUTORY level in
the Newstead Commercial precinct. The building retains many qualities of the original use and
1940s era of construction including the location on the street boundary, the gable roof clad in
corrugated steel with exposed eaves rafters, the lower half of the walls clad in weatherboard
with cement sheet cladding in the upper half, square timber windows and the large access
opening onto the street.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
In 1943 the Newstead Shire Council gave permission for a Fire Station to be built on the park
reserve. This building housed the Urban Fire brigade with the Rural Brigade behind.
REFERENCES:
Newstead Community Consultation - Les Lethbridge
Echoes: A Short Walk in Newstead compiled by Gordon Tonkin in 1988 amended by the
Newstead and District Historical Society in 1998
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former Newstead Boot Store, Lyons Street, Newstead is architecturally significant at the
LOCAL level. The former store demonstrates design qualities of a late Victorian era store.
These qualities include the store being constructed on the street boundary; the hipped M form
roof with corrugated steel cladding; the two face brick chimneys with corbelled brick bands; the
raised floor level demonstrating the former flood level; the recessed entry with steps,;
weatherboard wall construction;, the wide, timber framed glazed shop window with early
signwriting, the four panelled entry doors with transom lights above and the double hung timber
framed window. The mature Canary Island Palms in the courtyard add to the significance of the
place.
The former Newstead Boot Store, Lyons Street, Newstead is historically significant at the
LOCAL level. It is associated with the development of Newstead in the late nineteenth century
and early twentieth century. The building is associated with the Edward Rowe Family who
operated as boot and shoe makers for over 50 years in the town and active Shire Councillor,
Edward Rowe.
Overall, the former Newstead Boot Store, Newstead is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The former Newstead Boot Store is a timber building constructed on the street boundary. The
floor level of the building is raised above the ground level reflecting the flood level of the Loddon
River prior to the construction of the levee bank. The building has a hipped M form roof clad in
corrugated steel. There are no eaves. There are two wide face brick chimneys with corbelled brick
bands. The building had square edged weatherboard clad walls. The facade has a central recessed
entry with two doors which appear to have given access to parts of the building, possibly the
shoemakers to the east and the western side being the residential section. Steps lead from the street
level to the raised floor level of the building. There are two, four panelled doors with the upper
panels glazed and transom windows above. In the western section is a central timber framed
double hung window. In the eastern section is the lower section of the original shop window.
This retains early signwriting "Newstead Boot Store, Practical, Boot and Shoe Maker." The rear
courtyard has a pair of mature Canary Island Palms.
HISTORY:
In 1863 Eliza Marsden, the owner of Allotments 1 and 2 of Section 4 Township of Newstead sold
part of this land to William Sutherland. In 1867 Sutherland sold to J. Blyth, who in 1879 sold to
George McArthur. McArthur sold to Thomas Toulen in 1886 and the land passed to Edward
Arthur Rowe in 1889. Edward Rowe sold the property to his son Frank Burnham Rowe in 1931.
By 1967 the property had passed to Margaret Clarke Faulkiner Rowe who sold to Alan Hartup and
Robert Ward.
Edward Rowe was born in 1860 in Chewton where his father, a former Cornish tin miner had a
gold mine. He was apprenticed to a bootmaker in Castlemaine. He specialised in making boots
and shoes for people with foot deformities. He married Jessie Burnham in 1881 at Chewton. It
would appear that they moved to Newstead in 1883/84 soon after as their second child was born.
They had six children. They appear first, according to an account in the Newstead Echo of 5 June
1907 to have operated from what had been Mr. Ibbotson's ironmongery shop (part Allotment 1,
section 3). Then, before moving to this location, it seems they occupied a brick shop and
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residence on the south side of Lyons Street as the Mount Alexander Mail in September 1890
advertised that "...Mrs. Jas. Mackie will sell on the premises portion of Allotment 4, Section 2, on
which is erected a spacious brick shop and residence of four rooms, with iron roof, formerly
occupied by Mr. Rowe, bootmaker, and adjoining Mr. Blair's saddlery establishment. " The
ratebooks of 1889 do not list Rowe. In 1890 he is listed as Edward Arthur Rowe, Shoemaker,
owner, house and shop Lyon Street Newstead next to Mechanics' Institute.
In August 1909 the newspaper reported:
"Mr. E.A. Rowe suffered considerably during the 1889 flood and thinking to remedy past defects,
built his house higher up on the foundations, but this did not make any difference to yesterday's
flood waters, as they swept right through his premises, and did a great amount of damage."
Edward served as a Councillor from 1895 to 1912. He acted as Treasurer for several years and
was the Shire President in 1908/9. He claimed credit for the building of the levee bank to prevent
flooding of main street. His shop and houses was a target for much of the flooding. His daughter
said that for a little while he was unpopular because people had to pay an extra rate to pay off the
loan for the levee bank. His son Francis, who had served in the First World war in the Middle East,
took over his father's business after the war.
It would appear that he acquired this site in 1889 and constructed a building upon it which was
badly damaged in the 1909 flood and the present building would more likely date from this time in
its present form. A photograph taken in the 1920s or 30s shows the east side of the building with
the shop window and signwriting as it is today. There is an additional row of windows above the
existing window. These windows appear to have been removed during the 1997 renovations as
they are shown in a newspaper photograph prior to the works being undertaken. In 1997 the
building was renovated and became "Boots Cafe".
REFERENCES:
Photograph "Newstead Motors" held by Newstead and District Historical Society.
Title Information
Edward Arthur Rowe file held at Newstead and District Historical Society. File includes cutting
from Midland Express July 22, 1997 with photograph
The Mount Alexander Mail, 25 September 1890, 21 August 1909.
Titles search - Sections 1 and 4, Township of Newstead, by Ian Hockley - File Newstead
Historical Society.
The Newstead Echo, 5 June 1907.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former Givoni Mills Factory, Lyons Street, Newstead was opened for operation in 1948
and closed in 1967. The company, which began as a small operation a year earlier at the rear
of the Newstead Mechanics Institute, substantially expanded their operations in 1958 when they
opened the present Givoni Mills factory in Sandringham.
The former Givoni Mills Factory, is architecturally significant at a LOCAL level. It
demonstrates some original design qualities of a postwar industrial type, which include the
gabled and partly saw-toothed roof and stepped, rendered brick parapet (containing the name,
Givoni Mills). Other intact qualities include the unpainted brick wall construction, banks of
double and triple timber framed, vertically oriented, multi-lighted hopper sash windows, and
recessed entrance porch. The former Givoni Mills Factory also makes a significant contribution
to the streetscape of the Newstead township.
The former Givoni Mills Factory, Lyons Street, Newstead, is historically significant at a
LOCAL level. It is associated with the development of the Givoni Mills in 1948, which had
been established by an immigrant Polish couple who twelve months earlier started making
leather gloves at the rear of the Mechanics Institute. The factory has associations with many
local Newstead people employed there from 1948 until 1967. The factory also has associations
with the present Givoni Mills factory, operating in Sandringham and manufacturing textiles.
The former Givoni Mills Factory, is socially significant at a LOCAL level. Although no longer
functioning as the Givoni Mill, it is still recognised by some sections of the Newstead
community for the role it played in providing much-needed postwar employment.
Overall, the former Givoni Mills Factory, Lyons Street, Newstead, is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The former Givoni Mills factory site is especially characterised by a gabled and partly saw-toothed
roof form clad in brick and galvanised corrugated iron.
The main façade fronting Lyons Street is characterised by a stepped, rendered brick parapet
(containing the name, Givoni Mills) with unpainted brick wall construction below. This façade is
typical of postwar mill factory design, with its banks of double and triple timber framed, vertically
oriented, multi-lighted hopper sash windows. The recessed entrance porch at one end is also
reflective of postwar design. The roller door at the other end of the building (fronting Lyons
Street) appears to be recent. There is a small plaque on the facade which records that the
foundation stone was laid by the Hon. C.P. Stoneham M.P. on 15 October 1947.
Comparative Analysis:
The banks of the Barwon River at Geelong was a major centre for woollen mills in the 19th and
20th centuries. Many brick mill factories were established, and in particular, the Returned Solders
and Sailors Mill, Pakington Street, Newtown (first opened in c.1922) is similar in design to the
Givoni Mill at Newstead. The Geelong mill building has stepped rendered brick parapets and
unpainted brick wall construction, with the parapet forming the signboard for the factory. The
Geelong operation appears to have been much larger and included a complex of buildings. This
mill is still extant.
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HISTORY:
After the end of the Second World War in 1945 came a Statewide economic recovery where
wealthy investors and newly-arrived immigrants combined to make a significant impact on the
prosperous development of many industries, including Woollen Mills.
In 1947, an immigrant Polish couple with expertise in glove making arrived in Newstead and
established a small business at the back of the Newstead Mechanics Institute. Soon after setting
up, the Givonis had 12 people making leather gloves. A small quantity of lingerie was also made.
The firm had initially been attracted to Newstead under the 'Decentralisation Plan', which was
under the direction of local member Mr. C.P. Stoneham MLA who was then Minister of
Decentralisation. It was later said that the firm decided to permanently establish itself in Newstead
largely due to Stoneham's' efforts. The foundation stone for their new factory building, the present
structure, was subsequently laid by Stoneham on 15 October 1947, on the site of the former stables
of the Newstead Hotel. The mill was operational in March 1948, with Ron Passalaqua as the
manager.
According to the Castlemaine Mail:
'In March 1948 the 4500 square feet Newstead building with all modern conveniences was
completed and ready for production. Shortly afterwards, Givoni Mills started knitting their own
fabrics. It was soon supplying a wide field in the knitted wear and lingerie trade. In 1949 it was
decided to cease glove making and set the whole factory up for knitted wear and lingerie.'
By 1956, the Newstead Givoni Mill employed 50 females and 3 males, who made a wide range of
garments including underwear, bed jackets, nightgowns, pyjamas, and housecoats. In 1958 Givoni
Australia Pty Ltd expanded its operations and established a base factory in Sandringham,
Melbourne, which is still trading as Givoni Mills and is involved in the manufacture of textiles.
The company later opened branches at Wedderburn, Moe and Swan Hill, which have since closed.
By the 1980s they employed some 350 people, 110 of whom worked in the country branches. In
1967, Givoni's Newstead mill closed, and the operation was moved to a factory in Templeton
Street, Castlemaine. By 1993, the company was known as Peinwa. It has since closed.
REFERENCES:
Newstead & District Historical Society, 'Givoni' file.
G. Tonkin, 'Echoes: A short walk in Newstead', 1988, amended by the Newstead & District
Historical Society in 1998.
D. Rowe, 'Riversdale Woolscouring & Carbonising Mill: Heritage Report and Guidelines',
prepared for E.P. Robinson Pty Ltd, Newtown, 1998.
Context Pty Ltd, 'City of Newtown Urban Conservation Study', vol.3, pp.161-166.
Castlemaine Mail, 1 May 1956 (supplement), 7 May 1993.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The first building on the site was J. Day's bakery, which after being damaged by floodwater was
rebuilt and became the Ship Inn in 1866. The building was renovated in 1873 and renamed the
Crown Hotel. It was again renovated in 1940.
The Crown Hotel, Lyons Street, Newstead is architecturally significant at a LOCAL level.
Although the building has been altered, it still demonstrates original design qualities of a
Victorian commercial style. These qualities include the brick wall construction; corrugated
metal roof cladding; parapet with recessed panels and timber framed windows.
The Crown Hotel, Lyons Street, Newstead is historically significant at a LOCAL level. It is
associated with the development of Newstead from the earliest times and the continuing
commercial development in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. It is one of the two
remaining operating hotels in Newstead and had long associations with the Treacy family.
Overall, Crown Hotel, Lyons Street, Newstead is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The Crown Hotel occupies a corner site with the main facade facing Lyons Street. The street
facade is now painted. The building is built on the street boundary to both Lyons and Panmure
Streets. The building is single storey with brick walls. The roof is hipped and clad in corrugated
steel. It has no eaves. The roof form is screened from the Lyons Street elevation by the parapet
which has a panelled names plate with corbelled brick bands above and below. The parapet curves
upward at the corners to meet raised pilasters. The facade is in two sections with the southerly
smaller section either a later addition or marked out to set the residential part of the business apart
from the bar trade. The larger corner section has a central door entry with a recessed doorway.
This is flanked on each side by a single, timber framed double hung window. The smaller section
has a less deeply recessed doorway with a wider timber framed double hung window on the south
side. The Panmure Street facade has regularly spaced single, timber framed, double hung
windows in the face brick wall. An earlier photograph shows the facade in unpainted face brick
with the recessed parapet panels rendered and extending some way down Panmure Street. It also
shows a deep, post supported street verandah across the Lyons Street facade and returning down
Panmure Street. The hotel also has a large intrusive, introduced internally illuminated sky sign on
the roof and an intrusive, introduced air conditioner in a window.
HISTORY:
The land on which this hotel is located (Allotment 2 of Section 1 in the Township of Newstead)
was granted to W. Aberdeen in 1856. William Aberdeen sold the property to Alexander John
Smith in May 1857 subject to a lease to Joseph Day. In June 1861 Smith renewed the lease to
Joseph Day for 50 years. In December 1866 Smith conveyed the property to Joseph Day. Day
conveyed the property to John Treacy in March 1869.
The Mount Alexander Mail of April 1857 advertised for sale allot 2, Section 1 adjoining the
Newstead Hotel (further west of the Crown Hotel site) - described as a slab building, store, bakery
etc. erected thereon and at present leased by Joseph Day. Mr. Day had also operated the punt
across the Loddon River. This structure would appear to have been damaged in the flood of the
Loddon reported in the Mount Alexander Mail on 8 June 1863: " Mr. Day, the butcher had the
foundations of his premises so much inundated, that the whole of the back wall of the shop and the
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partition walls of the house fell in." By June 1866 the newspaper carried an application for a
Publican's license: " I Joseph Day, storekeeper, now residing at Newstead, in the colony of
Victoria, do hereby apply...for a Publicans License for a house situated at Lyons Street Newstead,
being a brick house , containing bar, two sitting rooms, three bedrooms, tap room and kitchen.
The house is my own property, and is now in my occupation, and unlicensed." In 1867 Joseph
Day advertised the Ship Inn, Newstead for sale. "To Capitalists and Others wishing for a pleasant
home or an eligible investment. To be sold by private contract, all the substantial brick and
commodious hotel at Newstead, known as the Ship Inn. The present proprietor, J. Day, having
recently suffered a bereavement, wishes to retire from business. The premises comprises every
requisite for a first class trade, including 10-stall Stabling, an excellent Cellar, and without
exception, the best situation in the thriving locality of Newstead." The same newspaper advertised
Mrs. Marsden's Newstead Hotel for sale by tender. The 27 April 1869 edition of the Mount
Alexander Mail reported on the sale of the Ship Inn: "The Ship Inn, Newstead, has changed hands.
The present proprietor, Mr. Treacy, is making extensive improvements on the old Ship; he has the
bar beautifully fitted up, and open , but it will take some three months yet to finish the place so as
to have it in shipping phrase A1 at Lloyds." Treacy, who had retired from the police at Newstead,
appears to have changed the name immediately to the Crown Hotel as in the same month the
newspaper carries an announcement of the birth of his son at the Crown Hotel.
In June 1873 it was reported that " Some time ago Mr. Treacy, of the Crown hotel, celebrated the
opening of additions to his premises by a Farmers' Ball, which was well attended , no less than 300
being present. These events however, only occur at long intervals, as there is no permanent
accommodation for the public, where they can meet for recreation...or even hold a public
meeting...Mr Treacy, with his usual enterprising spirit, is even now erecting a large and
commodious building suitable for such requirements, and in about a month or six weeks it will be
inaugurated in the orthodox manner - another Farmers' Ball." In 1887 he applied for a victuallers
license for the Crown Hotel which is described as having 14 rooms exclusive of those required by
the family. In 1889 the newspaper reported that Mr. John Treacy, formerly of the Crown Hotel
was now at a North Melbourne Hotel. It would appear that Mr. Ellis Hook took over the hotel and
in 1890 his retirement is reported and that he had sold to Mr. Burns. He ran the hotel until 1896
when the license was transferred to Mary Treacy, whose parents had the hotel for years. In 1901
she sold the hotel to Mr. T. O'Brien of Fosterville, near Bendigo. When Mr. O'Brien sold to Mr.
Lewis in 1903 The Mount Alexander Mail gave a history of the hotel:
"This hotel has seen many changes during the past ten years, and the tenancy during the later
periods has been of short duration. Mr. J. Day, who met his death on the Taradale Viaduct some
years ago, was the first proprietor. The place was then called the Ship Inn, and was a building of
very unpretentious appearance. The late Mr. John Treacy next became the owner of the place, and
named it the Crown Hotel. Being of an enterprising disposition, Mr. Treacy had the place
thoroughly renovated and improved. In a short space of time, the hotel was made into a very
comfortable building, and business was carried on for very many years until another change took
place. The late Mr. Ellis Hook purchased the Hotel for £1000, and carried on business for about
three years, when he was succeeded by Miss Treacy, who conducted the hotel up to the time Mr.
O'Brien took charge. The property is owned by Mrs. E. Hook under the will of her late husband."
Charles Richard Lewis held the license in 1905 when he transferred it to Edith Mary Willoughby
who still held it in 1907. In 1908 Cobb & Co's coach left from the hotel at 6.30 a.m. daily and
then met the first train from Maryborough at the railway station before setting off to Daylesford.
The Mount Alexander Mail reported on the damage caused by floods : "The Crown Hotel was
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amongst the worst sufferers, and at the highest point of the flood there was about 6ft of water in
the rooms, and the interior of the hotel has had a good soaking. Mr. Willoughby cannot at present
estimate his loss. The building was renovated about 1940 and the licensees in the 1940s and 50s
were the Smith family, Rueben Reynolds and Ken Camp.
REFERENCES:
Parish plans
Title information
Bradfield, Raymond A., Newstead: Some Early History. Castlemaine: privately published, n.d.
[1970s].
The Mount Alexander Mail, 8 April 1857. 19 June 1866, 1 February 1867, 27 April 1869, 29
April 1869, 4 June 1873, 30 November 1887, 24 September 1889, 9 May 1901, 24 March 1903,
30 March 1905, 21 August 1909.
The Echo, 4 September 1907, 5 February 1908
Photograph of Lyons Street in flood showing the Crown Hotel with street verandah.
Community Consultation

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger

Shire of Mount Alexander: Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead, 2000

PLACE:

Place No:
ND/42

Former Newstead Mechanics Institute

ADDRESS: 09 Lyons Street, Newstead (Township)

31 May 2004

OTHER NAME/S: Newstead Community Centre

Date of Photograph:

2/7/1998

MAP NAME & AMG REFERENCE:
PROPERTY DETAILS:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON LEGISLATIVE REGISTERS

Victorian Heritage Register:
Victorian Heritage Inventory:
Local Planning Scheme:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON OTHER REGISTERS

Register of the National Estate - Database No:
National Trust (Victoria) Register: File No.919 - Classified
THEMATIC CONTEXT
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The Environmental Setting
Exploration and Pastoralism
Gold
Towns and Settlements
Local Government
Good
Fair
CONDITION:
Poor
Ruins

6. Transport and Communications
7. Water Supply
8. Agriculture
9. Secondary Industry
10. Community Life
Substantially Intact
Altered Sympathetically
INTEGRITY:
Altered Unsympathetically
Damaged/Disturbed

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme.

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger

Local

NEWSTEAD

Shire of Mount Alexander: Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead, 2000

PLACE:

Former Newstead Mechanics Institute

ADDRESS: 09 Lyons Street, Newstead (Township)
OTHER NAME/S: Newstead Community Centre

Place No:
ND/42
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former Mechanics Institute, Lyons Street, Newstead, is architecturally significant at a
LOCAL level. It demonstrates original design qualities of a Victorian Free Classical style.
These qualities include the hipped roof form behind a distinctive rendered brick parapet
containing the date plate: 'A.D. 1868'. Other intact qualities include: the lapped galvanised
corrugated iron roof cladding; painted brick wall construction on the main façade and unpainted
brick wall construction on the side facades; galvanised iron ventilation stacks; composition of
the main façade with its three arched openings (arched double vertical boarded doors with a
glazed fanlight above, and timber framed, 15 paned windows with arched highlights);
segmentally arched, timber framed double hung windows with masonry voussoirs and sills
along the side elevation; and the decorative features (rendered window architraves punctuated
by keystones, rendered window brackets; flanking rendered square pilasters of the Doric Order;
plain rendered entablature containing the title: 'Mechanics Institute' and the projecting rendered
stringcourse supporting the parapet). The craftmanship of the finely rendered Classical
detailing in the architraves, stringcoursing, pilasters, keystones, and entablature of the main
façade is particularly notable. The former Mechanics Institute building also makes a significant
contribution to the streetscape of the Newstead township.
The former Mechanics Institute, Lyons Street, Newstead, is historically significant at a
LOCAL level. It is associated with the development of the Mechanics Institute in Newstead
from c.1854 until 1959, and was erected in 1868 as a place for learning, reading, and other
recreational pursuits, as well as the location of the Mechanic's library with over 400 books. The
building also has associations as the town's public hall from 1960 until the present day. It is
further associated with the Castlemaine architect, T.F. Kibble.
The former Mechanics Institute, Lyons Street, Newstead, is socially significant at a LOCAL
level. Although no longer functioning as a Mechanics Institute, the building is still recognised
and valued by the Newstead community for its former purpose as a centre for learning, reading,
borrowing of library books and other recreational pursuits. The building is also recognised and
held in high esteem as the centre for recreational and community activities, as the public hall.
Overall, the former Mechanics Institute, Lyons Street, Newstead, is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The symmetrical, single storey, Victorian Free Classical styled Mechanics Institute building is
characterised by a hipped roof form behind a distinctive rendered brick parapet containing the date
plate: 'A.D. 1868'. The roof form is clad in lapped galvanised corrugated iron and is adorned with
a series of galvanised iron ventilation stacks. The main façade is constructed of painted brick and
forms a distinctive feature in the streetscape. It is punctuated by three arched openings, with the
central arch comprising the doorway, having double vertical boarded doors and a glazed fanlight
above. Flanking the doorway are timber framed, 15 paned windows with arched highlights. Other
segmentally arched, timber framed double hung windows with masonry voussoirs and sills are
situated along the side elevation. Early decorative features of the design are found on the main
façade and include the rendered window architraves punctuated by keystones, rendered window
brackets; flanking rendered square pilasters of the Doric Order; plain rendered entablature
containing the title: 'Mechanics Institute' and the projecting rendered stringcourse above
supporting the parapet. Two inappropriate fluorescent lights are attached to the wall of the main
façade and flank the central doorway. An inappropriate rendered brick structure in front of one of
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the main windows, and visible in 1964 photographs of the building, had been removed by 1973.
HISTORY:
On 27 October 1866, the Mount Alexander Mail reported that members of the Newstead Debating
and Reading Club, and some of the general public, had only a few days earlier held a meeting at
the Common School where they had resolved to reorganise the club under the title of a
Mechanics' Institute. A staff of officers was appointed, as well as a committee of twelve and some
trustees. A 'grand opening reading' was said to have been organised for the 15 November. In a
report on the full rehearsal for this event, the Mount Alexander Mail commented that 'the
launching into existence of this latest branch of the Mechanics' Institute Family will, no doubt,
excite considerable interest in Newstead'. It is worth noting that this may not have been have been
the first attempt to form such an association as it has also been said that, within a year of the first
land sale at Newstead in 1854, a Mechanics' Institute was founded in the long room attached to the
Bridge Hotel but was no longer functioning less than a decade later.
Although the members of the new Mechanics Institute association met first in the Common School
they soon appear to have rented a building in the township for the purpose. By 4 August 1868 the
committee had begun to raise funds for the purpose of erecting 'a building for the objects of the
Institute'. Successful fundraising bazaars were held during August, land in the main street of
Newstead was purchased, and a hall some 47 feet long by 25 feet wide was decided upon. In early
September tenders for the erection of the building were called by the Castlemaine architect, T.F.
Kibble, who maintained a thriving practice in the district for a number of decades. The tender of
£335 from Mr. McGibbons of Castlemaine was accepted by mid-September and the construction
was accomplished within three months. At the opening ceremony on 17 December the Institute's
president, C. Jobson, 'a strong advocate of every manly relaxation of the mind', appealed to young
men of the township for their support so they could 'store their minds with wholesome truths and
enabled at all times to champion everything that is manly and true.' The Tarrangower Times
described the building as 'a credit to Newstead . . . It is well and substantially built of brick, the
interior has a very pleasing effect, and its acoustic properties are excellent . . . The hall cost £300,
and the whole amount within a trifle has been raised.' The library in 1868 consisted of 400 books,
and selected periodicals and newspapers.
The building quickly became associated with the town's social, political and economic life. By the
turn of the century it was the township's public hall for meetings, concerts, dances, performances
by touring parties and cinematograph screenings, and in July 1908 it had a roller skating rink.
There were 600 books in the library in 1908 when the committee appointed a librarian. Between
1902 and 1907 the building housed the Newstead Shire offices and in the late 1940s, a Polish
immigrant couple named Givoni briefly used the supper room as a work room for making leather
gloves. One of many grand civic occasions in the hall occurred on 18 September 1919 when
Victoria's Commandant, Brigadier General Charles Brand, unveiled a Shire Honor Roll that was
donated by G.H. Jones.
The present building has been altered several times since its erection. It was dilapidated by 1896
and a new committee of management raised sufficient funds to pay for repairs and alterations in
1897. They also managed to liquidate the mortgage of £130 in 1900 and further repairs were
carried out. The additions of a side door, more windows and other refurbishments by 1907 made it
reputedly 'one of the best in the country'. The following year the committee decided to add a
porch at the front and paint the interior. After the flood in August 1909, the waters swirling almost
three feet deep at the front of the building, there were further repairs and improvements. In 1927,
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the building was enlarged and renovated for the 'Back to Newstead' celebrations. By 1959,
however, renovation costs were prohibitive. After a public meeting on 31 August, the committee
transferred ownership of the building to the Shire so it would be eligible for government grants.
Between 1960 and 1968 a new toilet block, concrete paving and drainage were added and there
were structural alterations, new kitchen facilities, and upgrading of the stage and lighting
equipment. The former Newstead Mechanics' Institute building continues to function as the
township's public hall and in August 1996 a newly erected community centre opened next door.
REFERENCES:
'Back to Newstead October 4 - 6 1968 Souvenir Booklet' - copy held by Newstead and District
Historical Society in 'Back to Newstead' File.
Baragwanath, Pam, and Hodgson, Janette, An Inventory of Mechanics' Institutes in Victoria
(Melbourne: Department of Natural Resources and Environment, 1998), pp. 753-4.
Baragwanath, Pam, If the Walls Could Talk: A Social History of the Mechanics Institutes of
Victoria, Mechanics Institute Inc., Windsor, 2000.
Collins, John T, Photographs of the Newstead Mechanics Institute - 1964 (Record No.1096245)
and 1973 (Record No.1096246), State Library of Victoria Multimedia Catalogue.
Castlemaine Mail, 7 May 1993.
Mount Alexander Mail, 27 October 1866, p.2 col.3; 14 November 1866, p.2 col.4: 17 November
1866, p.2, col.3; 4 August 1868, p.2 col.3; 7 August 1868, p.2 col. 5; 15 August 1868, p.2 col. 3;
5 September 1868, p.3 col.4; 16 September 1868, p.2 col 3; 19 December 1868, p.1 col 6; 10 June
1882, p.3 col.4; 9 January 1900.
National Trust of Australia (Vic.) File No. 919.
Newstead and District Historical Society Files: 'Givoni'; 'Mechanics' Institute'; and 'Newstead
Community Centre'.
Newstead and Maldon Echo, 10 April 1897, 16 April 1897, 24 December 1897, 28 May 1902, 5
June 1907, 3 July 1907, 22 July 1908, 9 September 1908, 30 September 1908, 14 December 1910,
24 September 1919.
Smith, James (ed.), Cyclopedia of Victoria (Melbourne: F.W. Niven, 1903-05), vol. II, pp. 405-6.
Tarrangower Times, 19 December 1868.
Victorian Municipal Directory and Gazeteer (Melbourne: Arnall & Jackson), 1880, p. 207, 1901,
pp. 473-4, 1914, p. 554.
Weekly Times, 23 October 1968, pp. 56-7.
Research by Ian Hockley.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former Newstead Store, Lyons Street, Newstead is architecturally significant at the
LOCAL level. The former store demonstrates design qualities of a Victorian era store. These
qualities include the store being constructed on the street boundary; the reconstructed street
verandah; brick wall construction with rendered panel parapet, the timber framed glazed shop
window and door openings.
The former Newstead Store, Lyons Street, Newstead is historically significant at the LOCAL
level. It is associated with the early years of the development of Newstead and operated as a
General Store store from at least 1865 until the present. The building is associated with the
McMeikan/Heggie Family and with the Colquhoun family.
Overall, the former Newstead Store, Newstead is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The Newstead Store, Lyons Street, Newstead is a single storey commercial building with a very
long facade to Lyons Street and returning down Panmure Street. The parapet screens the roof
forms from the street view. The face brick walls rise to panelled parapets. The panels are
rendered and have been used for signwriting. The panels are separated by flat brick pilasters and
brick bands top and bottom. The Lyons Street facade has large timber framed shop windows
which are similar to those shown in early photographs. The doorways also appear to be original or
early. On the Panmure Street facade is a series of timber frame single window openings; one near
the corner of Lyons Street has been altered to a door c2000. The building has a wide return street
verandah supported on timber posts. This is a reconstruction but is very close to the verandah seen
in early photographs.
HISTORY:
The land on which this is located (Allotment 2 of Section 4 in the Township of Newstead) was
granted to J. Monks in 1856. Jas. Monks sold the land to Charles Marsden in 1857. In 1859
Charles Marsden sold the corner 35 feet to John Henry Allen., who conducted the Sportsman's
Arms Hotel for about 10 years. After the death of Charles Marsden in 1863 his widow Eliza
Marsden auctioned off his interest in the remaining 40 feet of Allotment 2 Section 4 in 1866 to
Alex McMeikan. In 1877 Jessie McMeikan purchased the corner portion from John Allen. Jessie
McMeikan later became Jessie Heggie and after her death the two parcels of land were sold to
Henry Colquhoun in October 1884.
The 1867 Shire of Newstead ratebook lists Alexander McMeikan as owner of a store in Newstead.
In 1878 he is still operating the store in Lyons Street, Newstead. In 1879 Jessie McMeikan is
listed as the storekeeper of store and buildings, Lyons Street, Newstead.
The Mount Alexander Mail of 5 July 1884 reported: "In the Will of Jessie Heggie, late of
Newstead, in the Colony of Victoria, Hotel and Storekeeper. Tenders will be received ...for the
purchase or lease of the Freehold Property, situated in the main street of Newstead, on which is
erected the hotel, store, dwelling and other outhouses, known as the "New General Store" (as the
same premises were occupied by Mrs Heggie), together with the stock-in-trade and good will of
the said hotel and store..."
The 1905 ratebook lists Henry Colquhoun, Storekeeper as owner of store and house, Lyons Street,
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Newstead. The report on the flood of 19-20 August, 1909 in the The Newstead Echo on 27 August
reported: "Mr Colquhoun had relied on his waterproof doors to keep out the water, but they were
not high enough. In the shop he had stock piled on the counters, and when the full force of the
water struck the doors it swept them off the hinges and overturned the counters in short order. The
family were all on the premises, and he, his wife, two daughters and Messrs. Geo. Jenkins and T.
McMillan had to climb a ladder through a man-hole in the ceiling, and remain there, close to the
roof, till daylight. They were more or less wet through, and all spent a miserable time till daylight,
when they waded, almost waist deep, to terra firma." The 1915 ratebook lists the ratepayer as
Colquhoun & Co. The Colquhoun family ran the store for many years. In the 1940s and 50s the
storekeepers were Keith Jenkin, Norm Davis, Tom Brown and Doug King.
The building remains trading as a bakery and general store. A replica verandah was constructed in
the last years of the twentieth century.
An early photograph, taken after 1868 as the Mechanics' Institute is shown, held by the Newstead
and District Historical Society shows the southern section of the building with the sign "New
General store" which may date to the period of occupancy by Mrs Heggie. It appears to show only
the section immediately adjacent to the Mechanics' Institute consisting of the two timber framed
shop windows and central door and indicates that this was built prior to the corner section. It is
surmised that the corner section was built after 1877 when the land was acquired by Jessie
McMeikan.
REFERENCES:
Parish Plan
Title Information
Shire of Newstead Ratebooks, 1867, 1874, 1878, 1879, 1905, 1915
Mount Alexander Mail, 5 July 1884, 21 August 1909
The Newstead Echo, 27 August 1909.
Echoes: A Short Walk in Newstead compiled by Gordon Tonkin in 1988 amended by the
Newstead and District Historical Society in 1998
Community Consultation.
Research by Ian Hockley.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The horse and dog troughs, Lyons Street, Newstead are significant as they form part of the
Annis and George Bills Estate, which was established to provide watering facilities for horses
after George's death in 1927.
The horse and dog troughs are historically and socially significant at a LOCAL level. They
are associated with Annis and George Bills from c.1927, who established a fund in the early
20th century to provide adequate watering facilities for horses. These troughs are just one
structure of over a thousand troughs throughout Australia, and the U.S.A. which are a legacy of
the Bills Estate. The troughs are recognised by the local Newstead community as
demonstrating a distinctive custom that is no longer in use.
Overall, the horse and dog troughs are of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The cement water trough consists of two parts, a large horse trough and a small dog trough, which
are located in Lyons Street. The larger horse trough has incised rectangular panels on the front
side of the structure, with an elaborate curved back. The trough rests on rectangular concrete
members.
HISTORY:
The cement water trough consists of two parts, a larger horse trough and a smaller dog trough,
which were donated by Annis and George Bills. It is not known whether this set of troughs were
donated and installed prior to or after the death of George Bills in 1927. The installation was
undertaken by The Metropolitan Drinking & Cattle Trough Association, which had been set up in
Australia by an English organization established in 1859 to provide water facilities for both drivers
and animals.
George Bills, son of a naturalist, arrived in Australia in the 1850s and was later joined by his
brother. They first ran a 'bird shop' in Brisbane and then they moved to Sydney. Based in Sydney
the brothers established a wire-weaving business, producing bedsteads and mattresses, known as
'Lethe'. The business prospered and expanded to a larger factory in 1900 and the brothers
continued their involvement in it until c.1910. Earlier, George had married Annis Elizabeth and
they became life members of the R. S. P. C. A. (formed in Melbourne in 1871). They were very
concerned about the inadequate watering facilities for horses, so they set about to donate troughs.
After Annis' death in 1910 and George's in 1927 a fund was set up, using their combined estate of
£70,000 (they had no children and neither did Henry and his wife), which was used to provide
horse troughs. Over a thousand of their troughs can be found in Australia, often near hotels, in
such places as Central Australia for camels or at Wentworth Falls in the Blue Mountains. Other
troughs can be found in Centennial Park, Sydney, and at Grafton. Their troughs have also been
donated to many parts of the world including the United States of America.
REFERENCES:
Information on Annis and George Bills, source unknown, courtesy Jessie Cameron., St Arnaud
local historian. Interview held by Vicki Johnson with Jessie Cameron.
A. W. Brown letter re: Annis and George Bills to Kemsey Historical Society, 25 February 1986 courtesy Jessie Cameron.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former brick shop, Lyons Street, Newstead is architecturally significant at the LOCAL
level. The former store demonstrates design qualities of a Victorian era store. These qualities
include the store being constructed on the street boundary; the hipped M form roof, clad in
corrugated steel, the brick chimneys with decorative corbelled bricks and banding; the wide
skillion street verandah; brick wall construction;, the wide, timber framed glazed shop window
with angled ingo and timber stallboard, the flat arched side window openings and multipaned,
timber framed, double hung windows.
The former brick shop, Lyons Street, Newstead is historically significant at the LOCAL level.
It is associated with the nineteenth century development of Newstead.
Overall, the former brick shop, Newstead is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The brick shop, Lyons Street, Newstead is built to the street boundary. The building has a hipped
M shaped roof clad in corrugated steel. There are two face brick chimneys with decorative
corbelled bricks and bands near the top. There are no eaves. Unusually for a shop the building
has no parapet and has an eaves gutter across the facade. Below the gutter line is a skillion roofed,
street verandah supported on timber posts with moulded timber capitals. The building retains an
original timber shopfront at one side with a large glazed shop window divided vertically into three
panes by shaped timber mullions. The shop window angles to form an ingo to the half glazed,
panelled timber door with transom light above. The door is reached by three steps. The windows
have a panelled timber stallboard below. To the south of the shopfront is a second recessed
doorway and next to it is a tall rectangular window opening, This would appear to be the entrance
to the residential section of the building. The side walls are of brick, now painted. There are three
windows with flat arched openings with brick voussoirs in the side wall. The windows are timber,
framed double hung and are multipaned with timber glazing bars.
HISTORY:
The land on which this is located (Allotment 1 of Section 3 in the Township of Newstead) was
granted to W. Ibbotson in 1856. In 1860, he offered the neighbouring site for half the price he
paid for it to the Primitive Methodists. Until the chapel was constructed they held their services at
his home.
The Mount Alexander Mail of 11 August 1862 advertised "To Blacksmiths and Wheelwrights. For
Sale all those First class Freehold Business Premises, consisting of Large Blacksmith's and
Wheelwright's Shop, Timber Yard, Two Dwelling houses, Stable, Garden etc. Situated at
Newstead and one of the best business stands in the Colony. Tools and Stock to be taken at
valuation. Terms - Liberal. The present owner is retiring from business. Apply to William
Ibbotson, Newstead." Mr. Rowe took over the blacksmiths business which was on the corner of
Panmure and Lyons Street and it would appear that Mr. Ibbotson continued with his trade as
Saddler.
In 1868 The Mount Alexander Mail carried the following advertisement:
"Unreserved Sale of Valuable Freehold in the Township of Newstead by order of the Mortgagee...
John Smith, Esq., the Mortgagee, who is leaving the district, to sell by public auction, the
following valuable allotments being Allot 1, Sec. 3 Town of Newstead; also part Allot. 1 Sec. 2
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Town of Newstead; together with all improvements erected thereon, and subdivided into lots to
suit purchasers. Lot 1 - Brick house and Store, now let to Mrs. Bonner [sic], Draper and Milliner.
Lot 2 - Brick House ands Store, in the occupation of Mr. Ibbotson, having five rooms, and
Saddler's Shop, both in first class order, and having a frontage to Lyons Street. Lot 3 - Portion of
Allot. 1 Sec. 3 Township of Newstead, and let to Mr. Rowe, Blacksmith with buildings,
comprising Blacksmiths Shop. Cottage, and other improvements fronting Lyons Street. Lot 4 portion of allot. 1 Sec. 3 upon which is erected a comfortable Cottage of three rooms, and other
improvements... Title unquestionable."
In June 1907 in an article in The Echo about the early days of Newstead, a correspondent recalled
that "...As before stated, the late Mr. W. Ibbotson commenced the business of blacksmithing where
Rowe Bros. now are. He sold out to Mr. Pow who came from Maldon. Mr. R. Rowe took over
the business from Pow and purchased the whole of the property thereabouts, the blacksmith's shop
and the dwelling at the rear, and the land running right back to the next street, also the building
between the blacksmith's shop and the church. Mr. E.A. Rowe came here from Chewton 26 years
ago, and started bootmaking in the place already mentioned as being next to the church..." In the
November edition of the paper he also recalled Mrs. Holloway's private school, which flourished
in the 1860s. "It was held in a good-sized verandah cottage next to the Methodist Chapel on the
site now occupied by Pincus's chemist shop. It was quite a select establishment." This indicates
that the existing building was constructed after the 1860s on the site of the former school.
In the 1890s the premises appears to have been owned by Richard Rowe Senior as the 1900 Shire
of Newstead ratebook lists him as owning a brick house and shop Lyons Street near the Primitive
Church.
In 1919 Vic Wilson lived in the residence. He was the proprietor of The Echo
newspaper. The shop was run as a haberdashery by the Usher family. In the 1940s and 50s the
shop and residence was owned by Herbert White and was variously used as a cafe/tea rooms,
drapers, and hairdressing salon operated by Merle Lee and Vera Satchwell.
REFERENCES:
Parish Plan
The Mount Alexander Mail, 11 August 1862, 18 June 1868
Community Consultations
'Newstead Methodist Church Centenary Celebrations 1860-1960: A Century of Methodist
Witness' - reprint of an article in the Echo, September 1960 located in the 'Back to Newstead,
October 4-6 1968, Souvenir Booklet'. Copy of the Souvenir Booklet held in the 'Back to
Newstead file' at the Newstead & District Historical Society.
The Echo, 5 June 1907 and 6 November 1907 - 'The Early Days of Newstead', Part XVI.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Former Newstead Primitive Methodist Church, 17 Lyons Street, Newstead, is
architecturally significant at a LOCAL level. It demonstrates original design qualities of a
Victorian Primitive Gothic style. These qualities include the steeply pitched, parapeted gable
roof form. Other intact or early qualities include the brick and render wall construction, simple
pointed windows, gable parapet coping, brick buttresses having single copings, and the gable
rear entrance porch at the side.
The Former Newstead Primitive Methodist Church, 17 Lyons Street, Newstead, is historically
significant at a LOCAL level. It is associated with the development of the Primitive Methodist
Church in Newstead between 1860 and 1906, and with the development of the Mackenzie
Masonic Lodge from 1906 until 2004.
The Former Newstead Primitive Methodist Church, 17 Lyons Street, Newstead, is socially
significant at a LOCAL level. It is recognised and valued by the local Newstead community
for cultural reasons.
Overall, the Former Newstead Primitive Methodist Church, 17 Lyons Street, Newstead, is of
LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The Former Newstead Primitive Methodist Church, 17 Lyons Street, Newstead, is identified by an
early brick building with an open grassed, frontage, galvanised corrugated iron side fence and a
rendered Victorian building that forms the boundary to the other side, and an inappropriate tubular
steel and wire front fence having a scrolled metal gate.
The brick and partially rendered, Victorian Primitive Gothic styled main building is characterised
by a steeply pitched, parapeted gable roof form. The main gable end is particularly rudimentary in
design, and has two simple pointed windows along the lower reaches. Prior to 2004 there was an
introduced display board in the centre and the introduced Masonic symbol in the central upper
reaches and creeper was spreading over this main gable. Like the render on the wall of the street
façade, the parapet coping is suffering from deterioration. Other simple pointed windows are
located along the longitudinal facades, as are exposed brick buttresses having single copings. An
introduced gabled rear entrance porch is situated at the side and has a vertical boarded door. The
original slate tile roof cladding were replaced in 2005.
A pointed arched door has been introduced in the centre of the street facade and flanking carriage
lights. The building is now used as a private residence.
HISTORY:
The former church building, 17 Lyons Street, Newstead, was originally erected as the Newstead
Primitive Methodist Church. This Protestant denomination had come to Victoria in the mid 19th
century, having formed in Staffordshire, England, in 1811. More prosperous in Victoria and
Tasmania than in other colonies, the Primitive Methodists grew to be the second largest group of
Methodists in the State. Not surprisingly therefore, the Primitive Methodists have had a presence
in Newstead since their earliest years in Victoria, due to the gold rush. At Newstead, the Primitive
Methodists held their first services at the home of William Ibbotson, the local blacksmith, who
offered the site for the chapel for half the price he paid for it.
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According to 'Newstead Methodist Church Centenary Celebrations 1860-1960', the first Christian
service of worship in Newstead was a united one with other denominations, held in the open air on
15 February 1860. It was also apparently on this day when the first Methodist trustee meeting was
held, with the trust being comprised of D. Smith; E.J. House; J. Williamson; H. Skibrip and W.
Ibbotson who was appointed Treasurer. These men set to work to raise the necessary funds to
build the first Primitive Methodist Chapel.
The present building was opened as the Newstead Primitive Methodist Church on 30 November
1860, with the morning service being delivered by the Rev. Mr. Hall of Geelong and the afternoon
and evening services by Mr. Kitching. The Primitive Methodist Juvenile Magazine for 1861
provided a detailed description of the newly-opened building:
'This neat little chapel is built in the Gothic style, devoid of ornament, eminently characteristic of
the unostentatious mode of worship followed there. It is of brick, and shingled, and will seat about
100 comfortably.'
The building cost about £233 to construct, with some funds coming from the local Presbyterians.
Additions were made to the building three years later. After the Union of the Methodist
denominations in 1902, the Primitive Methodist chapel became the Newstead Methodist Church.
In November 1906, the church building was sold to the local Freemasons who converted and
carried out additions to the building during the following two months for use as a Masonic Lodge.
The building reopened as the Mackenzie Freemasons Lodge on 27 February 1907. The Mackenzie
Lodge had been established in Maldon in 1857, with the initial meetings being held in the court
house. The first Newstead meeting was in May 1871, at the Mechanics Institute. The Masonic
lodge continued to use the building until 2004. The building is now a private residence.
REFERENCES:
Mount Alexander Mail, 31 October 1863; 14 June 1864; 6 April 1865; 25 August 1869; 4
November 1878; 2 August 1884; 1 February 1896; 25 March 1896; 14 November 1906; 19
February 1907.
The Echo, 26 August 1896; 22 May 1897; 3 August 1907; 5 June 1907.
WAG. Seers, A Century in Freemasonry: The History of the Mackenzie Lodge No. 15 V.C.
Newstead, Echo printers, 1962 - copy courtesy of Frank Passalaqua, Guildford.
Primitive Methodist Juvenile Magazine for 1861, 'Churches file', Newstead & District Historical
Society.
'Newstead Methodist Church Centenary Celebrations 1860-1960: A Century of Methodist
Witness' - reprint of an article in the Echo, September 1960 located in the 'Back to Newstead,
October 4-6 1968, Souvenir Booklet'. Copy of the Souvenir Booklet held in the 'Back to
Newstead file' at the Newstead & District Historical Society.
Submission to Mount Alexander Shire 2011.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The shop in Lyons Street, Newstead is of aesthetic significance at a CONTRIBUTORY level
in the Newstead Commercial precinct. Although altered, the shop retains some aesthetic
qualities which contribute to the Newstead Commercial precinct. These qualities include the
building being built to the street boundary, the steep gable roof with corrugated steel roofing,
the brick external walls, the skillion roofed street verandah, the central entrance with flanking
windows.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
The building was used as a hairdressers and bicycle repair shop with a billiard saloon behind
which was entered by the side door down the laneway. R McIlwrick was the manager of the
Bluebird Cycles. Frank "Digger" Hall ran the barber's shop in the 1940s - 1950s.
REFERENCES:
Newstead Community Consultation - Informants Dorothy Clark and John Ewing.
Echoes: A Short Walk in Newstead compiled by Gordon Tonkin in 1988 amended by Newstead
and District Historical Society in 1998.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former Bonnin's Drapers Shop, Lyons Street, Newstead is architecturally significant at
the LOCAL level. The former store demonstrates design qualities of a Victorian era store.
These qualities include the store being constructed on the street boundary; the evidence of a
street verandah; brick wall construction with remaining section of parapet, the wide, timber
framed glazed shop window, the flat arched door and window openings.
The former Bonnin's Drapers Shop, Lyons Street, Newstead is historically significant at the
LOCAL level. It is associated with the early years of the development of Newstead and
operated as a draper store from at least 1867 until 1923 and as a greengrocers and confections
from that time until 1965. The building is associated with the Bonnin sisters, Wilcox family,
Eyre family, Watts family, Tyers family and Sheehan family all store owners in Newstead and
the Beasley family.
Overall, the former Bonnin's Drapers Shop, Newstead is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The former Bonnin's Drapers Shop, Lyons Street, Newstead is constructed onto the street
boundary. The place has a brick facade with an altered parapet marked by a double row of
corbelled bricks along the base and two pilasters at either end. The parapet conceals the roof line.
Below the string course at the base of the parapet is evidence of a verandah springing beam and
fixings which indicate that the place formerly had a street verandah. The building is of brick with
the facade now painted. The facade is divided into two sections with the north section being the
shop and the south section being the residential part. There is a door opening to each section with
flat arched brick voussoirs above. The doors have been replaced in the early twentieth century.
There is a wide almost square timber shop window with a central mullion. The residential section
has a single flat arched window opening with brick voussoirs and a timber window frame. The
brickwork above the shop window has been damaged and poorly repaired. The top of the parapet
appears to be missing.
HISTORY:
The land on which this is located (Allotment 1 of Section 2 in the Township of Newstead) was
granted to Blair in 1863. The Shire of Newstead ratebook for 1867 records Amelia Bonnin as the
tenant and William Ibbotson as the owner for a shop and dwelling. There is an entry before this
noting Robert Blair as the owner of a shop and dwelling as well. It appears that he may have
subdivided the allotment by this time and sold part of it to Ibbotson.
In 1868 The Mount Alexander Mail carried the following advertisement:
"Unreserved Sale of Valuable Freehold in the Township of Newstead by order of the Mortgagee
John Smith, Esq., the Mortgagee, who is leaving the district, to sell by public auction, the
following valuable allotments being ... also part Allot. 1 Sec. 2 Town of Newstead; together with
all improvements erected thereon, and subdivided into lots to suit purchasers. Lot 1 - Brick house
and Store, now let to Mrs. Bonner [sic], Draper and Milliner. Title unquestionable." Lot 1 appears
to be the present building. This would indicate that the existing building was constructed by this
date.
The ratebooks of 1874 and 1875 list Amelia Bonnin, Draper as tenant and Kyd and Mackie as
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owners of a shop. In 1876 the description changes to Amelia Bonnin, Draper, Owner, Shop and
Dwelling with the same Net Annual Value. The Certificate of Title dated the 11th July 1876 gives
the owners of the site of 37 feet frontage to Lyons Street as Amelia Bonnin and Harriet Bonnin,
Spinsters.
The title was transferred to Edwin Stuart Wilcox on 13th May 1893. The property is listed in the
1893 ratebook as Stuart Wilcox, Draper, Shop and House, Lyon Street (former by A. Bonnin). He
is still operating as a draper in 1900. In the 1915 Ratebook he is described as a dealer. He sold the
property in 1923 to James Charles Eyre, fruiterer. In 1944 Eyre sold the place to Alan Watts,
confectioner. He sold the property in 1947 to Harold Charles Tyers, greengrocer and confectioner.
In 1953, the property was purchased by Leo James Sheehan, greengrocer and confectioner. He
owned the property until 1965 when it was sold to Francis James Beasley, builder and Vera
Elizabeth Beasley.
There are two photographs of this building taken in the 1940s held by the Newstead and District
Historical Society.
REFERENCES:
Parish Plan
Copy of Title held at Newstead and District Historical Society
The Mount Alexander Mail 18 June 1868.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
This single-storey weatherboard house has contributory significance to the Newstead Precinct.
The building retains its general roof form, overall design, and traditional materials.
The building is notable for the unusual orientation of its double gabled roof form, which runs
perpendicular to the street frontage, and retention of this roof form as well as the external
materials and detailing, is desirable.
DESCRIPTION:
The house in Lyons Street is set back at a distance from the street frontage. The front fence is a
moderately high paling fence. The timber house has intersecting transverse and parallel gable roof
forms with a large mid twentieth century skillion roofed addition facing the street. The roofs are
clad in corrugated steel. The walls are of weatherboard and there is a large unpainted face brick
chimney with decorative corbelled brickwork at the top to one side.
Although altered, the building retains the scale, roof forms and materials characteristic of the mid
nineteenth century.
HISTORY:
The land on which this house is located (Allotment 2 of Section 3 in the Township of Newstead).
The unusual articulation of the gabled roof forms and the external location and multicorbelled
design of the brick chimneys may suggest that the dwelling was relocated to this site in the late
nineteenth or early twentieth century.
In the 1940s and 50s the house was occupied by a doctor.
REFERENCES:
Community Consultation
Parish plan.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former Nomens and Scheel Newstead Store, Lyons Street, Newstead is architecturally
significant at the LOCAL level. The building demonstrates design qualities of a Victorian era
store. These qualities include the steeply pitched gable roof form clad in corrugated steel, the
store being constructed on the street boundary, the wide skillion street verandah supported on
timber posts, the timber gable and side walls and the timber shopfront with central doorway
with steps, large glazed shop windows, timber stallboards and timber panels at each side.
The former Nomens and Scheel Newstead Store, Lyons Street, Newstead is historically
significant at the LOCAL level. It is associated with the development of Newstead and
operated as a store until 1975. The building is also associated with the Nomens and Roberts
families.
Overall, the former Nomens and Scheel Newstead Store, Newstead is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The former Nomens and Scheel General Store is situated in the main street of Newstead. The
building is built to the street boundary. To the north of the building is an open garden area with a
low timber paling fence. This area contains some mature exotic trees.
The store has a single wide transverse gable roof with corrugated steel cladding. The roof has a
narrow eaves and simple rather narrow barge boards. There is a wide skillion roofed street
verandah supported on timber posts. There is no decorative trim to the verandah.
The gable wall above the verandah has weatherboard cladding with painted signwriting on it.
There is a skillion addition on the south side facing the street with a straight parapet across the
front. This section is clad in weatherboard. The building retains its timber shopfront with large
glazed shop windows. There is a central entry which is reached by three steps from the pavement
level. The entry is an ingo with angled windows on either side. There are simple timber stall
boards below the windows. At each side of the shop window are recessed panels with moulding
giving the impression of pilasters.
HISTORY:
The land on which this is located (Allotment 2 of Section 2 in the Township of Newstead) was
granted to A Nomens and F. Lauer in 1863. In the first Newstead Shire ratebook of 1865 Auguste
Nomens and Frederick Lauer are rated for a store and land at Newstead. In 1867 Auguste Nomens
and Christian Scheel are rated for buildings, Newstead. In 1874 Nomens and Scheel have the
occupation storekeepers and they are rated for a store, timberyard and dwelling. They are the
ratepayers in 1878,1879, 1890 and 1891. In 1892, 1893 and 1894 Charles W. King is rated as
storekeeper. The 1894 ratebook notes that Nomens and Scheel are "out of business". The
ratepayer in 1895 and 1896 is Charles W. King, Storekeeper, house, store and land Lyons and
Hilliers Street. From 1897 to 1915 Frederick Nomens is the ratepayer for the property with this
description.
The Mount Alexander Mail on 11 October 1865 reported on the dissolution of the partnership of
August Nomens and Fredrick Lauer at Newstead. The business to be carried on by Messrs
Nomens and Scheel. It would appear that they sold alcoholic beverages as they held a publican's
licence for the Newstead Store, Lyons Street which was granted on 23 September 1869. The
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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license was renewed annually and the Mount Alexander Mail on 9 December 1887 reported that
there was a Nomens listed for valuation at the licensing Court.
On 28 February 1891 and 10 March 1891, The Mount Alexander Mail advertised: "Tenders are
invited...by Messrs Nomens and Scheel, Newstead for their old-established General Store and
Timber Yard, Dwelling House of Seven Rooms. Kitchen, Outhouses and Stable, Garden and a
Four- acre Paddock adjoining, with never-failing supply of water...." The sale apparently did not
progress as on 29 April 1893, the newspaper advertised an auction on 10 May "under instruction
from Messrs Nomens and Scheel will sell...Part of Allot 10, Sec 3, Town of Newstead corner of
Hilliers and Lyons Streets, opposite National Bank..." They were still in possession of this
building in 1895 when again the property was advertised for sale: "...Those large and commodious
premises in Newstead, formerly occupied by Nomens and Scheel, having a frontage of 1/2 acre to
Lyons Street, with four acres adjoining. having a frontage to three streets. Fronting Shire Hall and
Post Office, well fenced and divided into four paddocks, with a well in the centre. On the Lyons
Street frontage is erected a large store, with two rooms at the back; large grain store with two
rooms adjoining; large timber shed and stables..." The property again did not sell. In The Echo 13
February 1897 was the advertisement "To the Residents of Newstead and District. Having
purchased the business of Mr. C W King, which was so successfully carried on for 25 years by
Messrs Nomens and Scheel, I have the honour to inform you of my intention to carry on the
business as hitherto, and trust that, by supplying goods of the best quality and selling at lowest
prices for cash, I shall merit your valued support. F. Nomens, General Storekeeper and Timber
Merchant, Lyons Street, Newstead." His advertisement in The Echo of 12 April 1911, "begs to
Thank his numerous Customers for their Liberal support in the past, and hopes for a continuance
of same in the future." This would appear to be Frederick the son of Auguste, as a letter from a
family descendant held at the Newstead and District Historical Society refers to the writer's
mother, Florence Ethel Nomens who was born in the weatherboard house near the corner of Lyons
and Hillier Streets in 1906 and that her father Frederick had worked in the National Bank for a
while and subsequently owned the general store which had been run by his father. The family
appears to have moved from Newstead to Melbourne in 1914 or 1915. The family also appear to
have been involved with sporting activities especially cricket and Australian Rules Football as a
Nomens is listed in reports in The Echo of 1896 and 1897. They also appear to have been
involved with mining pursuits in 1897.
A photograph dated 1899 of Lyons Street held by the Newstead and District Historical Society
shows the store sited at the corner of Lyons and Hillers Streets, further east of this site. It has a
rectangular sign board across the front wall above the street verandah with the words " Frederick
Nomens, Newstead Store" written on it. The verandah was similar in form to the existing
verandah but the sides were clad in vertical timber boards. It would appear that early in the
twentieth century the existing building was constructed on the site to the west of the original store.
The Roberts family who moved from Maldon, appear to have owned the shop and residence from
the 1920s until 1975 and operated the general store. The store was operated by others until about
1980 , after which it became the home of the Art and Craft Co-operative.
REFERENCES:
Parish plan
Newstead Shire Ratebooks 1865,1867, 1874, 1878, 1879, 1890, 1891, 1892,1893, 1894, 1895,
1896, 1897, 1898, 1900, 1910, 1915
Letter from family descendant Daryl Simpson on Nomens file at Newstead and District Historical
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Society.
The Echo, 11/10/1896, 13/2/1896, 10/4/1897, 12/4/1911
The Mount Alexander Mail, 28/2/1891, 10/3/1891, 29/4/1893, 28/12/1895, 22/3/1897, 1/5/1897
Community Consultation, Newstead.
Photograph titled "Lyons St. Newstead 1899 held at the Newstead and District Historical Society.

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger

Shire of Mount Alexander: Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead, 2000

PLACE:

Place No:
ND/51

Former National Bank of Australasia

ADDRESS: 27 Lyons Street, Newstead (Township)

31 May 2004

OTHER NAME/S:

2/7/1998
MAP NAME & AMG REFERENCE: Newstead 7723-4-4, BU 390 889
Date of Photograph:

PROPERTY DETAILS: Allotment 10 Section 11 Township of Newstead
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON LEGISLATIVE REGISTERS

Victorian Heritage Register:
Victorian Heritage Inventory:
Local Planning Scheme:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON OTHER REGISTERS

Register of the National Estate - Database No:
National Trust (Victoria) Register: File No.918 - Classified
THEMATIC CONTEXT
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The Environmental Setting
Exploration and Pastoralism
Gold
Towns and Settlements
Local Government
Good
Fair
CONDITION:
Poor
Ruins

6. Transport and Communications
7. Water Supply
8. Agriculture
9. Secondary Industry
10. Community Life
Substantially Intact
Altered Sympathetically
INTEGRITY:
Altered Unsympathetically
Damaged/Disturbed

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme.

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger

Local

NEWSTEAD

Shire of Mount Alexander: Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead, 2000

PLACE:

Former National Bank of Australasia

ADDRESS: 27 Lyons Street, Newstead (Township)
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
ND/51
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former National Bank of Australasia, 27 Lyons Street, Newstead, is architecturally
significant at a REGIONAL level. It demonstrates original and unusual design qualities of a
Victorian Conservative Classical style with Renaissance Revival overtones. These qualities
include the rendered brick plinth that supports a stucco moulded, imitation rusticated smooth
ashlar ground floor, which is separated from the first floor by a projecting stringcourse. Other
intact qualities include the arched, timber framed double hung ground floor windows adorned
with large voussoirs; ground floor stringcourse; regularly arranged ventilation openings;
chamfered corner configuration of the building; eight paned timber door and fanlight;
superimposed trabeated, stylised Corinthian pilasters between arched, timber framed, double
hung windows on the first floor; first floor moulded panels; and the entablature that supports a
dentillated stringcourse crowning the building.
The former National Bank of Australasia, 27 Lyons Street, Newstead, is historically significant
at a LOCAL level. It is associated with the long-standing commercial developments in
Newstead from the 1850s (particularly in relation to banks in the town). Initially the site
contained D. Corbet's wattle and daub store which by 1865 had been purchased by the Bank of
New South Wales. The site therefore has associations with this bank and its subsequent
building that was later taken over by the Oriental Bank. The site has further and considerably
longer associations with the National Bank of Australasia from 1884 (until 1975), which built
the present building in 1887. This building has associations with the Melbourne architect,
George Jobbins, and with the early manager, T.F. Ryan (who had also been a manager of the
Oriental Bank on this site).
The former National Bank of Australasia, 27 Lyons Street, Newstead, is scientifically
significant at a LOCAL level. The stucco rustication and mouldings illustrate fine
workmanship and craftsmanship by the contractors, Messrs Ross and Walker.
The former National Bank of Australasia, 27 Lyons Street, Newstead, is socially significant at
a LOCAL level. Although no longer operating for its original purpose, it is still recognised by
some sections of the Newstead community for its former banking function.
Overall, the former National Bank of Australasia, 27 Lyons Street, Newstead, is of
REGIONAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The two storey, asymmetrical, rendered brick, Victorian Conservative Classical revival styled
former bank building is characterised by a rendered brick plinth that supports a stucco moulded,
imitation rusticated smooth ashlar ground floor, which is separated from the first floor by a
projecting stringcourse. The ground floor has arched, timber framed double hung windows
adorned with large voussoirs. These openings interrupt another stringcourse at ground floor level.
Regularly arranged ventilation openings also adorn the ground floor. This bank building addresses
the corner site by the chamfered configuration, forming the arched doorway on the ground floor,
having an early eight paned timber door and fanlight above. The first floor is more elaborate and
contains trabeated, stylised Corinthian pilasters between arched, timber framed, double hung
windows that rest on moulded panels (including an arched window in the chamfered corner).
Above the pilasters and windows is a distinctively plain entablature that supports a dentillated
stringcourse that crowns the building. Overall, this brand of Conservative Classicism has its roots
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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in the Victorian Renaissance Revival that proclaimed the rising confidence and prosperity of the
Victorian gold boom, as well as epitomising corporate aggrandisement of the banking sector.
Comparative Analysis:
Many Victorian Conservative Classical styled bank buildings were constructed in rural Victoria in
the 1870s and 1880s. Those that were designed with a superimposed trabeated system like that at
Newstead include the former Union Bank at Ballarat; National Bank at Bairnsdale; CBC Bank at
Bendigo; Colonial Bank at Geelong; National Bank at Koroit; and National Bank at North Fitzroy.
However, it has been claimed that the Newstead National Bank building 'is unique for its wall
articulation with superimposed trabeated system to the first floor and unusual for its architectural
composition.'
HISTORY:
The site at 27 Lyons Street, Newstead, Allotment 10, Section 11 of the Township of Newstead,
was purchased by D. Corbet in February 1860. He built a wattle and daub store and conducted
business there for the next 10-15 years, before entering the Baptist ministry. In 1907 it was
recalled that: "The first general store was opened more than 50 years ago on the spot now occupied
by the National Bank by a Mr. David Corbet." He may have set up business prior to the land sales.
In 1864-65, the site and building were purchased by the Bank of New South Wales. An early
image of their bank building shows that it was a single storey, double hipped structure with a slate
roof and a large parapet and return verandah that fronted Lyons Street and extended into Hillier
Street. It is not known if this was the original store building owned by Corbet or a new building
erected by the Bank of New South Wales. This branch was opened by the Castlemaine branch
manager on 3 February 1865, with the first Newstead manager being Frank Burey. The bank's
operations in this building were to be short-lived and it closed on 31 March 1871. Soon after, the
building was taken over by the Oriental Bank, which was managed by T. F. Ryan, and it operated
there until its collapse in 1884. At that time, the Mount Alexander Mail reported that the bank 'has
been in difficulties for six or seven years, and particularly within the last 12 months merchants in
this colony have been aware of its embarrassments.'
Soon after, in May 1884, the National Bank of Australasia announced that it had opened a branch
at Newstead in the former Oriental Bank building. This was only 10 days after the opening of the
bank's Castlemaine branch. In December 1886, the National Bank sold this building to R. Rowe,
blacksmith, and the Mount Alexander Mail reported that 'men are now at work pulling it down, and
expect to be finished in the course of eight or ten days, when preparations will be made for the
construction of the new building.' The present building was designed by the Melbourne architect,
George Jobbins, and constructed by Messrs Ross and Walker between December 1886 and the
early months of 1887. The foundation stone of the bank was laid by the manager, T.F. Ryan
(formerly of the Oriental Bank), on 13 January 1887 and the bank opened later in that year.
During construction, a Mr. Hill asked permission to sink a well and to occupy the footpath. In
1898, sundry repairs were carried out on the building. The National Bank continued to operate
from this building until its closure in 1975.
REFERENCES:
Mount Alexander Mail, 3 February 1865; 6 March 1871; 11 January 1882; 6 May 1884; 13 May
1884; 16 May 1884; 30 may 1884; 19 October 1886; 21 October 1886; 2 December 1886; 13
January 1887; 25 June 1898.
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Echo, 3 April 1907; 24 April 1907; 1 May 1907; 6 November 1907; 30 September 1908.
Photographs of Premises (Past & Present) occupied by Branches of the Bank of New South
Wales 1817-1907, private printed, c.1907.
'Back to Newstead October 4 - 6 1968 Souvenir Booklet' - copy held by Newstead and District
Historical Society in 'Back to Newstead' File.
'National Bank (former) - Newstead', National Trust of Australia (Victoria) File no. 918.
B. Trethowan, 'Banks in Victoria 1851-1939', report for the Historic Buildings Council,
Melbourne, 1976.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former Vitali's Boot Shop, Lyons Street, Newstead is architecturally significant at the
LOCAL level. The former store demonstrates design qualities of a Victorian era store. These
qualities include the steeply pitched hipped roof form clad in corrugated steel, the store being
constructed on the street boundary, the wide skillion street verandah supported on timber posts,
the brick walls, although repaired and a later addition, the two front doorways, the wide timber
framed shop windows and the timber framed, double hung windows.
The former Vitali's Boot Shop, Lyons Street, Newstead is scientifically significant at the
LOCAL level. The building has a wattle and daub structure below the later brick cladding.
This is a form of building construction now becoming rare and seldom seen in commercial
buildings in towns.
The former Vitali's Boot Shop, Lyons Street, Newstead is historically significant at the
LOCAL level. It is associated with the early years of the development of Newstead as a house
and then as a store from the 1860s until the 1980s. The building is also associated with the
Langslow and Vitali families.
Overall, the former Vitali's Boot Shop, Newstead is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The former Vitali's Boot Shop, is situated in the main street of Newstead. The building is built to
the street boundary. The store has a single steeply pitched hipped roof with corrugated steel
cladding. The building has skillion roofed extensions to the rear. The roof has no eaves. There is a
truncated face brick chimney in the north hip of the roof. There is one square brick chimney to the
rear which appears to be a later addition. Across the front is a wide skillion roofed street verandah
supported on timber posts. There is no decorative trim to the verandah, only rudimentary timber
brackets and vertical timber boarding at each side.
The walls are now brick with the front facade painted. During repairs to the brickwork the inner
structure was exposed showing the walls to be of wattle and daub and with what appears to be a
smooth mud render finish. The street facade has two sections with the south section having two
wide timber framed and mullioned shop windows with a central doorway and the northern section
has a single, timber framed, double hung window and another doorway. This may indicate the
separation of the shop and residential sections. The side walls have timber framed, double hung
windows having shallow arched openings with brick voussoirs. The rear skillion section is partly
wattle and daub, part brick and part clad in weatherboard.
HISTORY:
The land on which this building is located ( Part Allotment 1 of Section 13 in the Township of
Newstead) was granted to D. Johnston in 1860. It was apparently purchased by Lovell Langslow
as The Mount Alexander Mail on 8 January 1870 carried the following advertisement: "By
instructions of Mr. Langslow, who is leaving for Fiji islands, will sell at his store, Newstead, A
General Assortment of Crockery, Glass Goods, Boots and Shoes, Cutlery etc. Household furniture,
1 Wagon, 1 Cart, ... also portion of Allot. 1 Sec. 13 being corner allotment , on which is erected a
Shop and Dwelling.... OBSERVE - These properties are situated in the centre of the Township of
Newstead... Title guaranteed." As the shop was on the corner of the allotment, this building would
appear to have been the house. The property appears not to have been sold out of the family at that
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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time. The 1879 Shire of Newstead ratebooks list Charles Langslow, butcher as owner of Allot. 1
Sec. 13 and a house. Charles was Lovell's son. In the 1888 and 1889 Ratebooks he is listed as
butcher, owner of Butchers Shop and house, Lyons Street opposite Newstead Hotel. This refers to
his shop at the Shambles on the north side of Lyons Street near the bridge. The Mount Alexander
Mail of 31 January 1902 advertised "W. Adams by instruction of the executor of the late A.J.
Langslow will sell portion of Allot.1 Sec. 13, 60 ft to Lyons Street and 180 feet to Hilliers Street"
The sale notice describes other land for subdivision in the area also for sale by the executors but
does not mention the shop or house. Later the corner shop was replaced by a Baptist Church
which was later removed.
The 1903 Shire of Newstead Ratebooks list Roderick Morrison, Fruiterer as occupier and Mrs. Jas.
Mackie, Newstead as owner for shop and dwelling, Lyons St, part Allot 1, Sec 13. The Mount
Alexander Mail on 8 December 1904 advertised that "W. Adams, by instruction from Mrs. Ann
Mackie will sell, on the premises - Part of Allot 1, Sec 13, Lyons-street, Town of Newstead,
opposite National Bank, with residence of 5 rooms, and large Shop, good front verandah, stable
etc. Note - For some years the premises have been well let to a greengrocer, but a purchaser can
have early possession if so desired, the tenancy being a weekly one..." In the 1920s the shop
continued to be operated as a fruit shop run by Alf Connell. It may have operated as a tea room
after that time. After World War II until the 1980s the shop was operated by Reno Vitali as a
bootmakers.
REFERENCES:
Parish Plan
Shire of Newstead Ratebooks, 1879, 1888, 1889, 1903.
The Mount Alexander Mail, 8 January 1870, 8 December 1904, 31 January 1902.
Community Consultation, Newstead, Elsie Barkla.
G. Tonkin, 'Echoes: A short walk in Newstead' amended by the Newstead & District Historical
Society, 1998.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
"Melness" 31 Lyons Street, Newstead is architecturally significant at the LOCAL level. The
house demonstrates design qualities of a late Victorian brick villa. These qualities include the
hipped roof form clad in corrugated steel, the hipped verandah with timber posts, cast iron
brackets, frieze and droppers, the red face brick walls with cream brick banding, the central
doorway with sidelights, transom light and six panelled timber door, the original flanking
timber double hung, front windows and the corbelled face brick chimney.
"Melness" 31 Lyons Street, Newstead is historically significant at the LOCAL level. It
demonstrates the continuing development of Newstead in the early twentieth century.
Overall, "Melness" 31 Lyons Street, Newstead is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
"Melness" 31 Lyons Street, Newstead is set back from the street boundary behind a front garden.
Although constructed in the early 1900s, the building is typical of a late Victorian brick villa
house. The house has a hipped M form roof clad in short, lapped corrugated steel sheets. There
are very small eaves. There is one remaining face brick chimney with elaborate corbelled brick
bands near the top typical of buildings of the 1900s. The house has face brick walls of red brick
relieved by cream brick bands across the facade, one band about 1 metre high and a double band at
door height. The side walls are of plain red brick. There is a hipped roof verandah across the front
of the house. This is also clad in corrugated steel. The verandah is supported on pairs of timber
posts with cast iron brackets, verandah frieze and central droppers. The house has a central front
doorway with sidelights and transom light and a timber six panelled door. On either side of the
doorway is a very tall timber framed double hung window. There are other timber double hung
windows in the side walls.
HISTORY:
In October 1905 the Mount Alexander Mail announced: "An old landmark that at one time somewhere in the sixties - was well-known as the only milk and butter depot about the town, that
of the late Frederick Carpenter Donovan, is now being taken down, and in its place will be a
private brick residence to the order of Mr. George Jenkins."
The house appears to have been constructed quickly and it was first rated in December 1905 for
the year ending 30 September 1906. This is the first time that Jenkins, who is described as a
'storeman', was rated for a house in Lyons Street. Jenkins is said to have worked for Henry
Colquhoun who ran a general store in Newstead.
Jenkins died tragically of a self-inflicted gunshot wound after his wife died in about 1913. Other
later occupiers or owners of the house in the mid twentieth century were Mr. McManus, Tom
Ogilvie, and Billy Strong. The latter two were water bailiffs and turncocks and maintained the
Cairn Curran Reservoir.
The name 'Melness' is said to be quite recent.
REFERENCES:
Mount Alexander Mail, 24 October 1905, p.2 col.6
PROV VPRS 11933/P3, Units 8-10 (1904/05-1906/07) - Rate Books of Newstead Shire
Community Consultation - 26 July 2000
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former Shamrock Hotel, Lyons Street, Newstead has contributory significance to the
Newstead Precinct. It demonstrates some Victorian design qualities including the steeply
pitched gable roof form clad in corrugated steel, street boundary alignment, the masonry front
wall and timber structure side walls, the central doorway, the original flanking timber double
hung, front windows with central glazing bars and the remains of the original parapet.
DESCRIPTION:
The former Shamrock Hotel, Lyons Street, Newstead is sited on the street boundary of the
property. The front section has a long transverse gable roof clad in corrugated steel. There is a
skillion roofed section behind. The front wall is of rendered brick with the side walls of timber
construction. The front wall rises to a parapet which, from early photographs, appears to have
been reduced in size. It has the remains of two side panels marked by slightly projecting
brickwork (now painted/rendered) and a wide central section which originally provided space for a
name plate for the business. The facade has a central doorway with sidelights which would appear
to be the original entry doorway. Either side is a single, nearly square proportioned double hung
window with central glazing bars. These are identical to the windows in the early photograph of
the building. The window and door openings now have small projecting rendered window hoods
over them. The side walls have square edged weather board cladding in the gables with a wider
cladding on the wall section. The skillion addition is clad in square edged weatherboards.
HISTORY:
The former Shamrock Hotel, Lyons Street, Newstead is located on allotment 2, Section 13 in the
Township of Newstead. This allotment and the adjacent lot, both facing Lyons Street, were
granted to David Johnston, Lovell Langslow and William Alfred Clark as tenants in common, in
March 1860. In late April 1860 all of this land and a third of allotment 2 were conveyed by
Johnston and Langslow to Clark. In October 1867, William Clark conveyed the land to Thomas
Webb as a "conveyance in trust", and was for the use of Clark during his lifetime and then passed
to his daughter Elizabeth Clark. It appears that Webb was William Clark's father-in-law.
Bradfield in his recollections of Newstead states that the Shamrock Hotel was built by William
Webb. The Newstead and Maldon Echo of 1907 reported that the Shamrock Hotel was built for
William Clark, who still owned it in 1907.
The first licensee of the Shamrock Hotel was Thomas Ryan and he opened it on New Years Eve
1882. In March 1884 the Mount Alexander Mail reported that T.J. Ryan of the Shamrock Hotel,
Newstead had been injured and by July the same newspaper reported the sale of stock in trade,
publican's licence and household furniture of T.J. Ryan's Shamrock hotel, Newstead by order of
the mortgagee. The licensee was then Henry Wilby who operated the hotel until December 1890
when he moved to a hotel in Castlemaine. Abraham Burgess then took over the licence and leased
the property from Mr. Clark.
In 1913 a Licences Reduction Board was formed to examine the number of hotels throughout the
state and to decide on the closure of those considered to be no longer needed. At the Newstead
sitting of the Board, held in June 1913, neither the owner, Mr. Clark, or the licensee Mr. Abraham
Burgess opposed the closure of the hotel as business had declined due to the decrease in mining
activities in the area. At the hearing, the officer in charge of the Newstead Police Station,
Constable Jones, described the hotel as being in a fair state of repair and well kept, although in his
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opinion, it was not required. The building was described as single storey, the front of brick and
the remainder of weatherboard with eight rooms, three being used by the family. On the 3rd July
1913, the Board announced that in the Newstead district both the Shamrock and the Loddon Lead
Hotels would be closed on 31 December. Abraham Burgess had held the lease for 23 years.
In July 1914, Elizabeth Clark sold the property to Josiah and Harold Slee. By the 1940s the
building was occupied by Percy Clark and is is believed that around this time the original street
verandah was removed and the facade rendered and altered to its present appearance. Also at
about this time a stable building with loft was demolished.
Since the closure of the hotel, the building has been used as a residence.
Sainsbury in the Echo of 31 July 1907 remembered "seeing two corroborees amongst the
aborignals that used to camp in large numbers on the flat where the Shamrock hotel is."
REFERENCES:
Newstead Shire Ratebooks, 1912
Land Title transfer information
Newstead and Maldon Echo, 31 June 1907, 9 July 1913, 2 July 1913
Mount Alexander Mail, 4 July 1913, 5 December 1908, 30 June 1913, 3 January 1883, 4 March
1884, 7 July 1884, 2 June 1887, 13 December 1890, 30 December 1890, 31 December 1913.
Photograph, Newstead Historical Society
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The house at 33 Lyons Street, Newstead is of aesthetic significance at a CONTRIBUTORY
level in the Newstead Commercial precinct. Although altered the buildings retains qualities of
the characteristic of an early twentieth century building. These qualities include the spreading
hipped and gabled roof clad in lapped corrugated galvanised steel, The straight sloping
verandah, the square edged weatherboard wall cladding, the face brick chimneys with corbelled
brick band decoration, the decorative gable infill, the timber doors and timber windows.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
This house was constructed in the early 1900s and was brought by Dr. Eccles and the house was
known as "Fintona". It was later occupied by the Andrews family who operated the joinery works
on the site next to the former Commercial Bank.
REFERENCES:
Newstead Community Consultation.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Newstead Uniting Church, Lyons Street, Newstead, is architecturally significant at a
LOCAL level. It was erected in 1907 and demonstrates original design qualities of the Early
English Gothic style. These qualities include the steeply pitched, parapeted gable roof,
symmetrically flanking skillion wings, and two minor gabled and parapeted porches that project
at the sides. Other intact qualities include: the exposed brick wall construction (recycled from
Johnson's former flour mill in Newstead); lapped galvanised corrugated iron roof cladding; four
small ventilation dormers that adorn each face of the main gable roof; trefoil windows at
clerestorey level; simple oculus on the rear gable end; single foil ventilation opening on the
main gable end above a double lancet having a simple leadlight pattern; pointed windows with
simple leadlight pattern and/or stained glass; pointed double doorways of the gable porch and
vertically boarded doors; exposed brick buttresses with three or two copings; masonry
decorative detailing (copings, window and door surrounds, and sills); and the corbelled
stringcourse denoting the floor level. The open grassed surrounds and cypress trees also
contribute to the significance of the place.
The Newstead Uniting Church, Lyons Street, Newstead, is historically significant at a LOCAL
level. It is associated with the development of the Methodist (and later Uniting) Church in
Newstead from 1907. An earlier Primitive Methodist Church had operated in the area from
1860, and this Church is therefore a tangible link with the earliest developments of Methodism
in Newstead. The Church building is also associated with the architect, W. Sheridan.
The Newstead Uniting Church, Lyons Street, Newstead, is scientifically significant at a
LOCAL level. It illustrates interesting cavity brick wall construction, using recycled bricks
from Johnson's former flour mill constructed in Newstead in 1856.
The Newstead Uniting Church, Lyons Street, Newstead, is socially significant at a LOCAL
level. It is recognised and highly valued by the Newstead community for religious reasons.
Overall, the Newstead Uniting Church, Lyons Street, Newstead, is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The site of the Newstead Uniting Church consists largely of a brick church building, with an open
grassed setting having substantial cypress trees along one side. An introduced tubular steel and
cyclone wire fence forms the perimeter boundary.
The exposed brick, Early English Gothic styled church building is characterised by a steeply
pitched parapeted gable roof, symmetrically flanking longitudinal skillion wings, and two minor
gabled and parapeted porches that project at the sides. These roof forms are clad in lapped
galvanised corrugated iron. Four small ventilation dormers adorn each face of the main gable roof.
Of particular interest are the trefoil windows at clerestorey level along the longitudinal elevations
of the building. A simple oculus window is a distinctive feature of the rear gable end, while the
main gable end has a single foil ventilation opening above a double lancet having a simple
leadlight pattern. Other pointed windows on the building also have a similar simple leadlight
pattern, or stained glass decoration. The pointed double doorways of the gable porch have
vertically boarded doors. Exposed brick buttresses with three or two copings are a feature of the
design. Another early decorative feature is the masonry detailing (copings, window and door
surrounds, and sills). A corbelled stringcourse along the lower reaches of the wall defines the
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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floor level within. At the rear of the Church is a shallow hipped addition, having a galvanised iron
roof and similar brick wall construction and window details. A tall, corbelled brick chimney
adorns the rear wall.
HISTORY:
Methodism was introduced in the Port Phillip District by the Wesleyan Methodists in 1838. After
the onset of the gold rush in 1851, the Wesleyans were particularly active in the area, as well as in
other areas such as Fryerstown, Spring Gully, Donkey Gully, Green Gully, Welshmans Reef and at
Strangways.
At Newstead, the Primitive Methodists (the original division of the Methodist
Church associated with the extant building) held their first services at the home of William
Ibbotson, the local blacksmith, who offered a site for their original chapel for half the price he paid
for it. The building opened on 30 November 1860. After the passing of the Methodist Union Act
in 1902, the Newstead Methodist Church looked to build a new church to accommodate a larger
congregation. The original church building was converted into a Masonic Lodge (ND/46).
On 3 April 1907, the Castlemaine architect, W. Sheridan, called tenders for the erection of the
present Newstead Methodist church. The bricks and foundation stones used in the construction of
the building were recycled from the chimney of Johnson's former large flour mill built in 1856.
Construction of the church (to seat 200 persons comfortably) was carried out between April and
September 1907 and cost about £500. The opening was held in September 1907, and The Echo
provided a detailed description on aspects of Sheridan's completed design:
'…It is erected on the Gothic principle, and improved up-to-date. In size it is 36 feet long by 20
feet wide, with walls 11 ft high. From floor to centre of ridging it is 21 ft high. The floor space is
somewhat encroached on by the pulpit and communion platform, and the space allotted to the
choir in one corner is rather cramped. The roof is not on the usual principle. From the walls the
roof on both sides slant slightly upwards for about eight feet, then walls about four feet high rise,
the roof rises more straight to the centre. In the short second walls are two green and two yellow
Shamrockrshaped [sic.] glass windows, and in the top portion of the roof there are four very open
ventilators on each side …On either side, not quite in the middle, but nearer the front, are two
porches, rather too large for the size of the church, and consequently they detract somewhat from
its appearance … Inside, aisles run the length of the building on both sides, the seats being placed
in the centre. Four large wooden pillars are against the ends of the seats running up to support the
roof. The walls are well plastered and lined, and in front of the pulpit are communion rails, with
ample room inside for chairs and table. The walls are of double brick, with a space between to
allow of a free circulation of the air.'
REFERENCES:
Mount Alexander Mail, 14 November 1906; 14 September 1907; 17 September 1907; 21
September 1907.
The Echo, 9 January 1907; 3 April 1907; 24 April 1907; 5 June 1907; 11 September 1907; 18
September 1907; 25 September 1907.
'Back to Newstead October 4 - 6 1968 Souvenir Booklet' - copy held by Newstead and District
Historical Society in 'Back to Newstead' File.
Information in 'Presbyterian Church, Newstead', National Trust File No. 3083.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Newstead police station and lock up, Lyons Street, Newstead, is architecturally significant
at a LOCAL level. The police station demonstrates design qualities of the Federation style.
These intact qualities include the steeply pitched intersecting hipped and gabled roofs clad in
slate, the dominant unpainted red face brick corbelled chimneys, the terracotta ridge cappings
and finials, the roughcast and timber strapped gables, the projecting rafters at the eaves, the
unpainted face brick walls with cream banding, the return verandah with paired turned timber
posts,fretwork brackets and timber valence and the timber double hung windows with transom
lights. The portable lock up is substantially intact and a good example of the building type.
The Newstead police station and lock up, Lyons Street, Newstead is historically significant at
a LOCAL level. It is the second police station to be constructed in Newstead and is associated
with the development of Newstead, especially with the relocation of the town centre to the north
and higher ground to be beyond the reach of floods and damp. The building is still used as a
police residence and is associated with policing in Newstead since the 1860s.
Overall, the Newstead police station and lock up, Lyons Street, Newstead is of LOCAL
significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The Newstead Police residence is situated on a sloping block on the corner of Lyons and
Wyndham Street. The Federation style house has a slate roof of intersecting hips and gables and is
dominated by ornate tall face brick chimneys with vertical brick bands and heavy, wide corbelled
tops. The roof ridges have terracotta ridge capping and terracotta finials at the gable ends and hip
intersections. The red brick walls have bands of cream brick at the base, window sill level and
door height. The gable roof ends are rough cast with timber strapping. The eaves are timber lined
with projecting decorative rafter ends. The house has a return verandah between the two projecting
gable ends with pairs of turned timber posts, fretwork timber brackets and a simple timber rail and
square post valence. The rafter ends also project to add to the decorative timber effect. The
verandah roof is clad in corrugated steel. The timber double hung windows have flat arched
headed transom lights with vertical brick voussoirs.
There is a portable timber lock up in the side yard. These were constructed as cages of steel rods
and clad in timber weatherboards and thick internal timber cladding to the walls,ceiling and floor.
The gable roof has timber louvres in the gable ends to ventilate the roof space. The gable roof is
clad in corrugated steel. In the centre of one long side is a door of heavy vertical timbers with long
cast iron hinges top and bottom and a thick bolt. On the opposite side is small louvred opening
under the eaves.
HISTORY:
The first police station at Newstead was a cottage rented in 1859 from Joseph Day for a sum of
£40 per annum. One acre of land was set apart for Police Purposes in the Newstead township on
the west bank of the Loddon in 1860. This was used for horses. A police station is believed to
have been built from timber c1863 but its site is not known.. Later the police presence was located
on the east side of the football oval and a brick police station with slate roof erected in 1869 in
Panmure Street. This building was later used as a police residence (see site N091) when the site for
the police station was moved again, to Lyons Street, because of flooding. The construction of the
new police station in Lyons Street was due to the deaths in about 1892 of two of the children of the
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senior constable: "He alleged the house was damp, and political influence caused the present
palatial and totally unnecessary station to be built."
The brick and slate residence was designed by architect A. J. Wood and built by contractor F.
Wrigley at a cost of £1001 1s. A police office was included in the building Timber stables were
erected on the same site by Fred Wrigley in 1892 at a cost of £939 9s 7d. Plans for brick stables
were also drawn up, but were never built. The site had been occupied in 1869 by a shop and
dwelling. Around 1870 there was a private school on the site.
A 1930 extract from the Victoria Police Gazette described the 1892 building as a six roomed brick
dwelling, with a slate roof, in good order. The interior walls of the rooms were made from lath and
plaster, and an attached office, 12 feet by 10 feet, was also made of brick, lath and plaster.
Substantial alterations were made to the residence in c1986, including additions to the rear. The
original timber stables were relocated in 2000/2001 to allow for the construction of the new brick
police station to the south of the police residence. The stables are now located and reconstructed
on a property in Strangways on the Hepburn Newstead Road. A mid twentieth century portable
style timber police station adjacent to the house on the north side was removed on completion of
the new building. This is now located on the Trudgeon farm property (SN/07).
REFERENCES:
VPRS 937, Unit 101, Public Record Office, Laverton
Survey of Historic Police Buildings, Historic Buildings Branch, Department of Planning and
Housing
Newstead and Maldon Echo, 27th March, 1907
Victoria Police Gazette, 2nd June, 1930
Mount Alexander Mail 7 June 1869 p. 3 col. 5
Back to Newstead booklet, 1968 p.16
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
Loch Lomond, Lyons Street, Newstead is architecturally significant at a LOCAL level. The
house demonstrates many design qualities of the late Victorian style. These intact qualities
include the face brick wall construction; the hipped and gable roof forms; the brick chimneys
with render capping and strapping; the hipped, convex form return verandah supported on
timber posts with entry gable and decorative timber arch and valence, the doorway with
sidelights, the timber framed, double hung windows and pressed metal window hoods.
Loch Lomond, Lyons Street, Newstead is historically significant at a LOCAL level. It is
associated with the early twentieth century development of the Newstead district. It is also
associated with the Colquhoun family, local storekeepers.
Overall, Loch Lomond, Lyons Street, Newstead is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
Loch Lomond, Lyons Street, Newstead is a rectangular brick house built at a modest setback from
the street boundary. The house is set in a garden with some mature exotic trees. The house has an
introduced timber picket fence of a height that complements the building. The house has a hipped
M form roof clad in corrugated steel. There is a gable roofed wing on the north side. It retains its
four distinctive brick chimneys with rendered tops with rendered strapping. The house has a
hipped return verandah roof with a slight convex shape with a central gable protruding to mark the
entrance. The gable has plain barge boards and a sheet and strapping infill to the gable with the
name plate "Loch Lomond". The verandah is supported on timber posts with a simple timber
valence below the verandah beam. The same simple form of decoration is used in the arch below
the gable which marks the entrance. The walls are of unpainted red pressed face brick. There is a
central doorway with sidelights and a timber door with glazed panel. On either side of the door is
a timber framed, double hung window. The timber framed, double hung windows on the south
wall are protected by pressed metal window hoods which were characteristic of the era of the early
years of the twentieth century.
HISTORY:
The land on which this is located (Allotment 12 of Section 12 in the Township of Newstead) is
now occupied by this house and the post office. The Mount Alexander Mail of 22 March 1897
advertised an auction of the site described as "Allot.12,sec.12, has a brick and stone building on
it." In 1910 the ratebook has a pencil note of Jane Colquhoun and the 1911 ratebooks name Jane
Colquhoun as the person rated and the owner as Henry Colquhoun. The Colquhoun family ran the
general store on the corner of Lyons and Panmure Streets.
REFERENCES:
Parish Plan
Shire of Newstead Ratebooks 1910, 1911
The Mount Alexander Mail , 22 March 1897.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Newstead Post Office, 41 Lyons Street, Newstead, is architecturally significant at a
LOCAL level. It demonstrates original design qualities of a late Federation type that appears to
have been part of a standardised design approach for Government buildings under the control of
the fledgling Commonwealth Government. These qualities include the dominant gambrel roof
form, together with two minor gables that project at the front and the side. Other intact qualities
include the horizontal weatherboard wall cladding, lapped and painted galvanised corrugated
iron roof cladding, parapeted corner section that extends along Codrington Street, three
unpainted, red brick chimneys with corbels, moderate eaves with exposed rafters, skillion
verandah, segmentally arched, timber framed, three-lighted window under the front gable,
timber framed, double hung single windows under the verandah, timber door also under the
verandah, timber framed double doorway leading into the post office at the corner of the
building, gambrel ventilator at the apex of the dominant roof, upper level roughcast and timber
battening, and the "post and telegraph office" signage. The small yard and garden at the side of
the building also contributes to the significance of the place.
The Newstead Post Office, 41 Lyons Street, Newstead, is historically significant at a LOCAL
level. It is associated with the development of Newstead's post and telegraph service from 1910
until the present day. It is also associated with the postmistresses and postmasters including
Miss Sheridan, Miss Lane, Mr. Callander, Mr. Indian, Mr. Beeforth and Mr. McPherson. The
building may be associated with Mr. Colquhoun, as its possible designer, and more particularly
with the Commonwealth Government architects from the fledgling Department of Home
Affairs.
The Newstead Post Office, 41 Lyons Street, Newstead, is socially significant at a LOCAL
level. It is recognised and valued by the local Newstead community as an integral part of the
town's infrastructure and communications.
Overall, the Newstead Post Office, 41 Lyons Street, Newstead, is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The site at 41 Lyons Street, Newstead, is particularly dominated by the timber post and telegraph
office building. To the left of the building in Lyons Street is a small yard having a recent garden.
This yard is bound by a recent tubular steel and wire fence, approximately 1300mm high.
The single storey, asymmetrical, horizontal weatherboard, late Federation styled Post and
Telegraph Office building is characterised by a dominant gambrel roof form, together with two
minor gables that project at the front and the side. These roof forms are clad in lapped galvanised
corrugated iron. The front minor gable also has a parapeted corner section that extends along
Codrington Street. Three unpainted, red brick chimneys with corbels adorn the roofline.
Moderate overhangs and exposed rafters are features of the eaves. A skillion verandah supported
by square timber posts is decorated with recent, inappropriate aluminium lace brackets. Under the
projecting front porch is a segmentally arched, timber framed, three-lighted early window. Early
timber framed, double hung single windows are situated under the verandah fronting Lyons Street.
The timber door also under the verandah appears to be early, while the double timber framed post
office doors at the corner of the building may be recent. Early decorative features of the design
include the gambrel ventilator at the apex of the dominant roof, upper level roughcast and timber
battening, and the "post and telegraph office" signage.
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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Comparative Analysis:
Many rural post offices were constructed in Victoria from c.1910 to c.1930 that were domestic in
form and characterised by a segmentally arched window at the front. This window was a
particular design feature of Australia's first Commonwealth Government Architect, John Smith
Murdoch, who commenced work in the Commonwealth Department of Home Affairs in 1904.
Although, more standardised designs for post offices and other Government buildings did not
occur until after 1910, Murdoch was partly responsible for the establishment of the
Commonwealth's Public Works Regulations. Moreover, he had designed several domestic, timber
post offices in rural Queensland at the turn of the century, such as the Longreach Post and
Telegraph Office, 1903, and the Clifton Post Office, 1900. Many other post offices of a similar
scale and design were also built in New South Wales at the turn of the century, under the design
control of Walter Vernon, N.S.W. Government architect. It appears Mr. Colquhoun, who designed
the initial Newstead post office proposal for this site, was either directed or influenced by the
design approach of the Commonwealth Home Affairs Department at the time. More likely, the
design was probably from the office of the Department.
HISTORY:
Newstead's first purpose built post and telegraph office was built in 1863 at the south corner of
Panmure and Canrobert Streets (ND/70). Prior to this postal services had operated from other
businesses such as the stores run by Joseph Day and Lovell Langslow. The idea of a new Post and
Telegraph Office on the west corner of Lyons and Codrington Streets, Newstead became a reality
in 1910. The change of location may have been prompted by the flood prone nature of the earlier
site. In June 1910, plans and specifications developed by a Mr. Colquhoun for a brick and
concrete building were approved by the Commonwealth Postal Department. However, when
tenders were called, the Postal Department would not accept any of those submitted, because the
prices were too high, so fresh tenders for a timber building were advertised in August 1910.
The change in construction may also have led to the proposal being designed by the
Commonwealth Department of Home Affairs, which by 1910 had taken control of the design and
contract administration of all Commonwealth buildings in Australia. The architectural head of the
Department was John Smith Murdoch, Australia's First Commonwealth Architect who had
relocated to Melbourne after many years with the Queensland Public Works Department designing
rural post offices, custom houses and court houses. The ultimate design of the Newstead Post and
Telegraph Office may therefore have been from his office, or from the Commonwealth Works
Director for Victoria who was under Murdoch's control.
By September 1910, the contractors Burch and Slinge had been awarded the tender at a cost of
£600, with the work commencing shortly after. The building appears to have opened in 1910 and
was considered to 'add greatly to the appearance' of the town. From about 1919, the postmistress
at Newstead was Miss Sheridan, assisted by her niece, Miss Lane. In approximately 1928, Mr.
Callander took over the operations of the post and telegraph office until 1938-40, when Mr. Indian
became the postmaster. The telegraph office appears to have closed in 1934. From around 1957
-58, Mr. Beeforth was the postmaster, but in 1966-67, Mr. McPherson had taken over the position.
The building continues to operate as a post office today.
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REFERENCES:
Mount Alexander Mail, 8 May 1903?
Echo, 22 June 1910; 10 August 1910; 17 August 1910; 7 September 1910, 14 September 1910, 21
September 1910, 14 December 1910.
'The Post at Newstead' no source, n.d., Newstead & District Historical Society.
G. Tonkin, 'Echoes: a short walk in Newstead', 1988.
Community Consultation
D. Rowe, 'Building a National Image: The Architecture of John Smith Murdoch, Australia's First
Commonwealth Government Architect', PhD (Architecture) Thesis, Deakin University, 1997.
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CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON LEGISLATIVE REGISTERS

Victorian Heritage Register:
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former Jennings house, 43 Lyons Street, Newstead is architecturally significant at a
LOCAL level. The house demonstrates many design qualities of the Victorian vernacular
style. These intact qualities include the stone and brick wall construction; the gable and hipped
roof forms; the brick chimneys; the timber framed, double hung windows and later pressed
metal window hoods. The unusual orientation to the Lyons Street boundary makes this building
an important element in the streetscape.
The former Jennings house, 43 Lyons Street, Newstead is historically significant at a LOCAL
level. It is associated with the early years of the settlement of the Newstead district. It is also
associated with the Jennings family, carpenters and contractors.
Overall, the former Jennings house, 43 Lyons Street,Newstead is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The former Jennings house, 43 Lyons Street, Newstead is built in two sections, one brick and one
stone. One section is built to the Lyons Street boundary with the other section a short setback
from the boundary. The house is sited midway along a relatively flat block of land with some fruit
trees in the south garden. There is a low timber posts and wire mesh fence along Lyons Street. The
northern section of the house is of roughly squared, coursed rubble stone with brick quoins,
window reveals and voussoirs. This section has a transverse gable hipped roof. Abutting this
section to the south and set in from the street boundary is a brick section with a hipped roof. Both
roofs are clad in corrugated steel. In the hipped roof section are two brick chimneys, now painted,
with bands of corbelled brickwork. The Lyons Street facade has two windows in the gable end of
the stone section. There are timber framed, double hung windows. There are no windows in the
Lyons Street wall of the brick section. The south wall of the brick section is rendered and has two
timber framed, double hung windows with pressed metal window hoods which were perhaps
added c1900. To the south of the brick section is a small timber, corrugated steel gable roofed
section. The walls of this structure are clad in weatherboards.
HISTORY:
The land on which this is located (Allotment 10 of Section 16 in the Township of Newstead ) was
granted to P. Jennings in 1873. Although the title was not created until 1873, the ratebooks record
that Richard Jennings had paid rates on the allotment from 1865 when the property is described as
a house, Newstead. The Mount Alexander Mail advertised on 27 November 1867 that a public
auction would take place "In the insolvent estate of Richard Jennings, Contractor including the
Right, title, and Interest (if any) of the Official Assignee in and to a Brick Cottage, situated on
crown Land, and being allotment 10 of Section 11[sic],Township of Newstead." In the 1874
Ratebooks Richard Jennings' occupation is given as carpenter and in 1877 the property is
described as house and land Lyons Street, 10 of 16. In 1879 the ratepayer is Phoebe Jennings and
the property is described as "21/2 acres land and house, Lyons Street". She remained in the house
until 1890 when the owner becomes Frank Lock and the occupier Mary Williamson. The Mount
Alexander Mail of 4 September 1906 reported:" The property known as that of the late Mr.
Richard Jennings has been disposed of under private sale to Mr. F Franzi, of Lyons Street. This is
one of the oldest residences in Newstead, and in the early days the late Mr. Jennings conducted a
carpenters shop on it, which was destroyed by fire." In the 1908 ratebook, the property is occupied
by Harcourt F. Franzi, tailor. The 1912 ratebook records the occupier as John Scambler. In the
first half of the twentieth century the Rowe family occupied the building. It was later occupied by
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the Sullivan family.
REFERENCES:
Parish Plans
Shire of Newstead Ratebooks, 1865, 1867, 1874, 1875, 1876, 1877, 1878, 1879, 1887, 1888,
1889, 1890, 1908, 1912
The Mount Alexander Mail, 27 November 1867
The Newstead Echo, 4 September 1906
Community Consultation
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Newstead Primary School No. 452, Lyons Street, Newstead, is architecturally significant
at a REGIONAL level. Although substantially altered, it is a contextually rare example of an
Education Department, Victorian brick school design, probably by Henry Bastow, and has
several original design qualities. These qualities include the jerkin head roof form that traverses
the site, together with another jerkin head roof that projects towards the front and a smaller
jerkin head roofed porch which projects at one end. Other intact or appropriate qualities include
the unpainted brick wall construction; galvanised corrugated iron roof cladding; two tall,
unpainted brick chimneys with corbelled tops; wide eaves with crafted timber brackets; brick
stringcourse encircling the wall at sill level; tall timber framed, multi paned hopper sash
windows in a bank of three under the side roof; double banks of smaller timber framed multipaned windows on the other walls; pointed window openings with cream brick voussoirs;
pointed door opening with transom; bluestone plinth; and the picturesque configuration. The
materials being used, and the form and size of the current alterations are unsympathetic and
intrusive to the original school building. The Newstead Primary School No. 452 also makes a
significant contribution to the streetscape of the Newstead township.
The Newstead Primary School No. 452, Lyons Street, Newstead, is historically significant at a
LOCAL level. It is associated with the development of primary school education in the
Newstead region from 1856 until the present day. The building, erected in 1877, is also likely
to be associated with the architect Henry Bastow who was head of the Architecture Branch of
the Victorian Department of Education at the time that the school was designed and constructed.
The Newstead Primary School No. 452, Lyons Street, Newstead, is socially significant at a
LOCAL level. It is recognised and highly valued by the local community for educational
reasons.
Overall, the Newstead Primary School No. 452, Lyons Street, Newstead, is of LOCAL
significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The school site at the corner of Lyons and Peel Streets, Newstead, has a rural setting comprising a
brick school building with later buildings adjacent, open grassed play fields, early deciduous trees
and predominantly uninterrupted views of the building from the street.
The single storey, asymmetrical, unpainted brick, Victorian Education Department designed
Newstead Primary School building is characterised by a jerkin head roof form that traverses the
site, together with another jerkin head roof that projects towards the front. These roof forms are
clad in introduced galvanised corrugated iron. Two tall, unpainted brick chimneys with corbelled
tops adorn the roofline. Wide overhangs and crafted timber brackets are features of the eaves.
These roof forms and eaves characteristics, together with the brick stringcourse, tall timber
framed, multi paned hopper sash windows in a bank of three under the side roof, double banks of
smaller timber framed multi-paned windows on the other walls, pointed window openings with
cream brick voussoirs, pointed door opening with transom, bluestone plinth; and picturesque
configuration are all contextually rare features of the work of Government Architect, Henry
Bastow. The building was originally adorned with iron finials (at the apexes of the roof ridges),
gablet ventilation dormers and a slate tiled roof.
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The building is currently undergoing substantial alteration with the addition of more rooms to the
side and rear of the original school building. The materials being used, and the form and size of
these alterations are unsympathetic and intrusive to the original school building. Some work on
the original building appears to be more sympathetic, predominantly the reinstatement of some
windows earlier bricked over.
Comparative Analysis:
Henry Robert Bastow was appointed head of the Architecture Branch of the Victorian Department
of Education in 1873. From that time until his retrenchment in 1894, Bastow produced numerous
urban and rural school buildings of various sizes using a fixed repertoire of designs. The school
building at Newstead represents an altered although rare version of Bastow's brick school
architecture, complete with a jerkin-head roof. Other known similarly designed schools by
Bastow include the Caulfield State School No. 773 (1877), Little Bendigo (1877); and the
Campbells Creek State School No. 404 (1878). It appears however that these building are more
intact than the Newstead school.
HISTORY:
Some form of educational instruction in the Newstead district appears to have begun on 27
December 1856 when Henry Bonnar began to teach some 26 students in a tent erected by the
locals for use as both a church and a school. A more permanent structure was erected in 1859 and
opened in April as a National School (ND/05). The school ceased to be known as a National
School in September 1862 when the National and Denominational Boards were replaced by the
Board of Education (Common Schools Board). It then became known as Common School No.
452, Newstead. The school later automatically became Newstead State School No. 452 from 1
January 1873 when the Education Department was established.
A report from the Board of Advice in 1875 noted an urgent need to upgrade facilities at the former
National school building:
'The building itself has been erected at two different periods - the shingles on one portion have by
reason of their age become decayed, and in another portion…they are altogether gone…in winter
season the rain makes itself unpleasant in the schoolroom…'
It was suggested in the same report that money to be paid by the Railway Department in
compensation for land taken from the school for the railway line could be used to improve the
premises. A Building Inspection report in October 1873 noted the dimensions of the building as
34'8" x 23'6" and maintained that the building, with repairs, would 'answer the purpose for a few
years'. Repairs were thus carried out in 1873 and 1875. A report in the Castlemaine Leader in
1874, however, noted that 106 students were enrolled at the school when only 60 could be
comfortably accommodated.
At a public meeting at the Mechanics' Institute in May 1876, it was agreed that 'a larger
schoolhouse should be erected in a central position to meet the requirements of the district'. A new
central site across the Loddon River was subsequently temporarily gazetted in October 1876.
Permission was also granted in August 1877 to build a teacher's residence, since demolished.
Tenders were called for the erection of the new school in December 1876, and in January 1877, the
tender of David Borland from Castlemaine for £1,113.10.0 was accepted.
The present school building, constructed of locally made bricks set on bluestone foundations with
a slate roof, was opened on 8 October 1877 by the Hon. James Service, MLA for Maldon. Built to
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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accommodate 200 students (needed because of the amalgamation of the Newstead and Green
Valley [Green Gully] schools), the brick building had two rooms 'amply provided with window
light and ventilators so as to conserve the comfort and convenience of the children'. The large
room was for general instruction and was 50' by 25', the smaller infant room projected from it and
was 30' by 22' with a 'convenient porch'. Stylistically the school appears to have been designed by
the head of the Architecture Branch of the Victorian Department of Education, Henry Bastow. As
few small schools in brick were being built in the 1870s, those that were built tended to be
modelled on larger urban rural schools of the era. On a regional level, then, the Newstead Primary
School serves as a good example, the earliest of its type, of an intermediate sized school between
the larger Castlemaine, Maldon, Bendigo urban schools and the smaller single-room schools of the
rural areas.
A detached, four-room wooden teacher's residence was built in the same month by successful
tenderer William Elston of Maldon for a sum of £258. This building has since been demolished.
The school site was fenced in 1878, and the interior of the school 'whitewashed and coloured' in
1890. In 1896, the flooring in the infant room was replaced, and in September 1900 the school was
closed for 9 days while repairs and renovations were carried out. The gallery was removed in
1905 and replaced by additional desks.
A State School Co-operative Committee established in 1906 aimed to 'provide shelter sheds, fence
in the school residence, ornament and improve the school site, decorate and equip the school itself,
and fence and lay out an effective school garden'. By October 1906, a school dam holding about
15,000 gallons of water, had been excavated.
A plan to build on a new room was rejected by the Education Department in 1907, and
'remodelling' recommended. The school was remodelled, at a cost of at least £600, in 1912;
accommodation was provided in three rooms, some windows were enlarged and others bricked in,
and ventilators were added. It appears that the porch entry may also have been removed at this
time and the school extended to the west. A shelter shed was also erected. During the building
program, classes were held at the Methodist Church and the Shire Hall.
Other alterations have been made throughout the years, including alterations to the internal layout
of the three classroom and additions of an office-staff room and storeroom in 1964. The slate roof
was replaced in the 1970s by corrugated iron. Recent (2001) extensive alterations are being
undertaken that will greatly enlarge the size of the school, providing rooms to both the side and
rear of the original school building.
Notable former pupils include General James MacCay and Morton Van Hendrick who later
became Mayor of Castlemaine.
REFERENCES:
Research on 'School 452 Newstead', compiled by Neville Drummond, History Section, Education
Department, July 1976 - copy held in 'Newstead Primary School File', Newstead and District
Historical Society.
Castlemaine Leader, 31 October 1874.
Mount Alexander Mail, 21 December 1876, 2 October 1877, 9 October 1877.
Photograph of Newstead State School, 1899 - Newstead and District Historical Society.
Richard Peterson, 'Historic Government Schools: A Comparative Study', Heritage Management
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Branch, Building Division, Department of Planning and and Development, 1993.
L. J. Blake (ed.), Vision and Realisation: A Centenary History of State Education in Victoria, vol.
2, Education Dept. Victoria, Melbourne, 1973. p. 657.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former Devonshire Store, 67 Lyons Street, Newstead is architecturally significant at a
LOCAL level. The building demonstrates design qualities of an early Victorian vernacular
style. These intact qualities include the gable roof forms clad in corrugated steel, truncated
brick chimney, the unpainted face brick walls with a brick edged parapet with angled brick
string course and recessed rendered panel; the skillion verandah supported on square timber
posts; central single doorway and timber double hung windows.
The former Devonshire Store, 67 Lyons Street, Newstead is historically significant at a
LOCAL level. It operated as a store for a long period in the nineteenth century and as a hospital
in the early years of the twentieth century. It is associated with the Birch, Jones, Tankard,
Wylie and Pengelly families.
Overall, the former Devonshire Store, 67 Lyons Street, Newstead is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The Former Devonshire Store, 67 Lyons Street, Newstead is a single storey brick building
constructed at a short set back from the street boundary. The site slopes down away from the
present road level. There is a timber picket fence along the street boundary. The building has two
parallel gable roofs with a brick parapet with a rendered panel across the front facade. The parapet
has a string course of angled bricks across the top of the recessed panel and the panel is outlined
with unpainted face brick work. The roofs are clad in corrugated steel. There is a single
remaining truncated brick chimney at one end of the front gable. There is a skillion roofed
verandah which springs from the base of the parapet. It appears to have originally been just across
the front of the building but has been altered to return down one side which has resulted in damage
to the parapet. Clear corrugated sheets have been introduced into the corrugated steel cladding
c2000. The verandah is supported on timber posts with cast metal brackets and frieze. The
building has a central door opening with a timber four panelled door. There is a pair of timber
framed double hung window in front elevation. The walls are of unpainted face brick with the
gables having plain timber bargeboards.
HISTORY:
The land on which this is located Allotment 8 of Section 20 in the Town of Newstead was granted
to David Johnston in 1860. He sold the property to William Booth Birch. Birch died in 1863. The
Shire of Newstead ratebooks for 1865 list Ann Birch as owner of a store and dwelling. It would
appear that the store was constructed in the early 1860s. In 1867 Ann Birch's name is again listed
but crossed out and replaced by "now Thomas Jones" and the description is still a store and
dwelling. Ann Birch married Thomas Jones in 1867. As Thomas Jones was born in Devonshire, it
would appear that he named the store. (William Booth Birch was born in Manchester and Ann was
born in Cardigan, Wales.) The Mount Alexander Mail of 26 February 1870 advertised the sale :
"By instructions from Mr. Thomas Jones, who is leaving the district, will sell on the premises...the
building known as the Devonshire Store; together with Sundry stores, household furniture and
effects. NOTE - the land is securely fenced; the building is of brick and contains five rooms, with
good cellar, fronting the main road; is well adapted for general store, combined with hotel,
business, hawker's baker's or butcher's and must be sold to the highest bidder. A never-failing
supply of water on the ground." He apparently did not sell the place as in 1874 to 1877 Thomas
Jones, Storekeeper is rated as the owner of a store and land, Castlemaine Road. In 1878 he is
described as a miner but the description remains as store and residence Lyons Street Allot. 8 of
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Sec 20. He is described as storekeeper again in 1879.
By 1884 the entry read "Thomas Jones, labourer, House and land Lyons Street, Newstead which
indicates that the building was no longer operating as a store. The ratebooks of 1890, 1894, and
1896 list Thomas Jones as a miner, house and land Lyons Street. Ann and Thomas Jones both
died in the 1890s.
The Mount Alexander Mail on 5 July 1897 advertised; "In the estate of W. B. Birch, Deceased W.
Adams, by instruction from T.F. Bride Esq. Curator of Intestate Estate, will sell on the premises
Newstead - Allot 8, Sec 20 area 2 roods, 28 3.5 [sic] perches, on which is erected the Devonshire
Store and residence frontage to Main Road." The Mount Alexander Mail of 6 July 1897 reported
that the place had been bought by McMaster. It would appear that Harriet McMaster and Richard
Tankard jointly purchased the place.
In 1898, 1899, and 1900 Richard Tankard is listed as the ratepayer and Harriet McMaster as
owner of house in Lyons Street Newstead, formerly Ann Birch's. The Newstead Echo on 27
August 1898 reported: " One of our well known townsmen Mr. R. Tankard is gradually coming to
the front with his energetic efforts to make a thriving town of Newstead. Mr. Tankard, a few
months back, bought the old Devonshire Store, and has had it rebuilt and renovated and the
building now possesses a striking appearance. Mr. Tankard has also let a contract for the building
of a double-fronted brick villa for himself. Mr. W. Tonkin is the contractor, and he intends to put
some good work in the building of such."
In 1901 Richard Tankard's name is crossed out and "now Chas. Wilson" written in as ratepayer.
In 1915 John Wylie is listed as Ratepayer and Richard Tankard as owner. Mrs. Mary Wylie
received permission from the Shire of Newstead in 8 June 1816 to run a hospital in the building.
Mrs. Wylie was a midwife. She was still operating the hospital in 1919 when Elsie Barkla (nee
Williamson) was born there. Richard Tankard died in 1942. The building was occupied by the
Pengelly family from 1923 and was purchased by a son, George Pengelly, a dredge employee, in
1946. Later owners in the twentieth century were Janet Gledhill, Helen Allen, Julie (nee
McMaster) and Stephen Kirkby, Rod and Judy Tunn and Liz Cody.
REFERENCES:
Parish Plan
Shire of Newstead Ratebooks 1865, 1867, 1874, 1875, 1876, 1877, 1878, 1879, 1886, 1890, 1894,
1896, 1897, 1898, 1899, 1900, 1901, 1915.
Community Consultation, Elsie, Barkla, Liz Cody.
The Newstead Echo 27 August 1898
The Mount Alexander Mail, 26 February 1870, 5 July 1897.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Major Mitchell Memorial, Pyrenees Highway, Newstead, is aesthetically and scientifically
significant at a LOCAL level. It demonstrates important visual qualities that include the
substantial square stone base, concrete and white water-worn pebbled obelisk and the remnant
steel direction arrow at the top. The rural setting comprising the grassed space and gum trees
contributes to the significance of the place.
The Major Mitchell Memorial, Pyrenees Highway, Newstead, is historically significant at a
LOCAL level. It is associated with the expedition to Victoria by Major Thomas Mitchell in
1836, marking the location of one of his camp sites. The memorial was constructed in 1936 by
the Newstead and Mount Alexander Shire Councils, to commemorate the centenary of
Mitchell's extraordinary journey.
The Major Mitchell Memorial, Pyrenees Highway, Newstead, is socially significant at a
LOCAL level. It is recognised and valued by the local Newstead community for
commemorative reasons in relation to Major Mitchell's expedition into Victoria in 1836.
Overall, the Major Mitchell Memorial, Pyrenees Highway, Newstead, is of LOCAL
significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The Major Mitchell Memorial, Pyrenees Highway, Newstead, has a park setting and is surrounded
by gently sloping, open grassed space and gum trees.
The memorial is a cairn, 2.9 m high, that rests on a substantial stone base 191 cm square and 61
cm high on a seat 61 cm below ground level that is 2.2 m square. The core is of concrete into
which are set rounded, white water-worn pebbles from Carisbrook and Clydesdale. A pipe painted
black protrudes from the top that presumably supported a direction arrow (compare, for example, a
similar memorial to Mitchell at Green Lake, Victoria). On the south side, facing the Pyrenees
Highway, a tablet of polished granite is affixed 70 cm above the base 'permanently recording the
work of the great explorer.'
HISTORY:
In 1836 Governor Richard Bourke ordered NSW Surveyor-General Thomas Livingstone Mitchell
to complete the survey of the Darling River that Mitchell had begun in 1835 and to explore
potential grazing and farming land along the Murray River upstream of its junction with the
Darling. Mitchell exceeded his orders and between February and December 1836 his party
explored the rich pastoral country of what is now western and central Victoria that he called
'Australia Felix'. The journey became a landmark in Australian history because it opened a large
area in the south-east of the continent to settlement.
While returning to Sydney from Portland Bay, Mitchell led his small advance party across Joyce's
Creek on 27 September 1836 and that evening camped beside the Loddon River. The nearby
verdant country reminded him of 'an English park' with 'several fine running streams, and forests
of box and blue-gum growing on ridges of trapean conglomerate.' Mitchell found at the site a
specimen of the now-rare Australian Anchor Plant (Discaria pubescens) and his Aboriginal guides
killed a large white-bellied snake that had swallowed two quails. The main party under Granville
Stapylton arrived on 11 October 1836. 'The river frontage and the luxuriant flats on its banks and
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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the splendid Downs to the South & Eastward with the forest ground immediately adjoining',
Stapylton wrote, 'would render it a most desirable spot for a grant[.]' The following day
Stapylton's party followed Mitchell's tracks on a line roughly parallel with today's Pyrenees
Highway to camp at Moonlight Flat near Castlemaine. Mitchell's tracks were said to have been
still visible to early residents of Newstead in 1855 and much later several recalled they were south
of the highway. These recollections were published in the Newstead and Maldon Echo on 12
February and 4 March 1908.
On the centenary of Mitchell's journey, the Victorian Historical Association (VHA) and the
Historical Memorial Committee co-operated in marking with stone cairns his 2100-kilometre track
in Victoria, the line of which was plotted from his field books. At Newstead, through the joint
efforts of the Progress Association and the Shire, the camp site was determined to be 'a quarter of a
mile from the Loddon' and a cairn was constructed under the supervision of the Shire Secretary,
Mr. Hauser, 'practically on that spot', a rocky knoll in a recreation and garden reserve in the southeastern portion of Section 17 of the Town of Newstead plan. This site is alongside what is now
known as the Mia Mia Creek. However, later research for the book, The Major Mitchell Trail:
Exploring Australia Felix, appears to have determined that the camp site was behind the present
Newstead police station (in Lyons Street), which is some distance from either the Loddon River or
the Mia Mia Creek. It is more reasonable to conclude that the site may have been near the old
Police Station in Panmure Street closer to the river (ND/72). It may be that the exact site of
Mitchell's camp will never be known but this does not detract from the importance of the cairn as a
commemorative monument.
The cairn was officially unveiled on 8 October 1936 by C. Daley, of the Victorian Historical
Society, in the presence of the President of Newstead and Mount Alexander Shire, Cr. B.
Blinkhorn, Shire councillors, representatives of the VHA and 'a good attendance' of the
community. While a speaker noted that Mitchell's bullocks travelled fifteen miles a day, an
aeroplane, as if demonstrating a century's technological progress in transportation, flew at 100
mph 'just above the tree tops to the west of the town'. Head Teacher Fred W. Ellis of the
Newstead School opposite was responsible for the erection of the monument.
REFERENCES:
Andrews, Alan E.J. (ed.), Stapylton: With Major Mitchell's Australia Felix Expedition, 1836.
Hobart: Blubber Head Press, 1986 (particularly pp.12-13 & 201).
[Bardwell, Sandra, et. al.], The Major Mitchell Trail: Exploring Australia Felix. Melbourne:
Department of Conservation and Environment, 1990 (particularly pp.1 & 99).
Castlemaine Mail, 9 October 1936.
Eccleston, Gregory C., Major Mitchell's 1836 Australia Felix Expedition: A report on a proposal
for a 'Major Mitchell Long Distance Track.' Melbourne: Department of Conservation, Forests and
Lands, 1984-85.
'Major Mitchell's Centenary', VHA Magazine, vol. xvi, no. 2, November 1936, p. 76.
Memorial plan (copy) in NDHS File: 'Major Mitchell'. Note that the dimensions given in the plan
are greater than those of the monument at Newstead.
Mitchell, Major T.L., Three Expeditions Into the Interior of Eastern Australia ... . 2 vols. London:
T. & W. Boone, 1839 (particularly Vol.2, pp. 278, 279).
Newstead Echo, 13 October 1936.
Newstead and Maldon Echo, 12 February 1908, 4 March 1908.
Photographs of the memorial's unveiling, in the possession of Dawn Angliss, of Newstead.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The band rotunda at Newstead is architecturally significant at a LOCAL level. Although
renovated, the rotunda demonstrates original design qualities of a simple Edwardian style. The
qualities include the hexagonal, conical shaped roof clad in galvanised corrugated iron painted
in stripes of cream and brown. Other intact qualities include the square timber posts that are
adorned with crafted decorative timber brackets; timber boarded floor; open horizontal paling
subfloor cladding; timber steps with a simple timber balustrade; and the main capped and
crossed timber balustrade. The open parkland setting, with the grassed space and surrounding
gum trees, contributes to the significance of the place.
The band rotunda at Newstead is historically significant at a LOCAL level. It is associated
with the development of the Newstead Brass Band from 1905, and with other music festivals in
the 20th century.
The band rotunda at Newstead is socially significant at a LOCAL level. It is recognised and
valued by the Newstead community for cultural and recreational reasons.
Overall, the band rotunda at Newstead is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The band rotunda structure is set in a parkland site, surrounded by open grassed space and gum
trees.
The single storey, simple Edwardian styled rotunda is characterised by a hexagonal, conical
shaped roof clad in galvanised corrugated iron painted in stripes of cream and brown. It is
supported by six square timber posts that are adorned with crafted decorative timber brackets.
Raised above the ground, the rotunda has a timber boarded floor and open horizontal paling
subfloor cladding. The rotunda is accessed by timber steps at one side having a simple timber
balustrade, with the main space having a capped and crossed timber balustrade.
HISTORY:
In the early 1860s bands were formed at Vaughan, Fryerstown and Guildford. The Chewton Brass
Band played at the first anniversary of the Oddfellows in January 1863 and this occasion reputedly
was the first time a brass band played in the township. Bands were a popular form of outdoor
entertainment by the turn of the century and evidently by then Newstead also had a band. Early in
1905, it held a concert to raise money to build a practice room. The community's feeling, however,
was that a rotunda in the 12-acre township reserve would serve the same purpose, as well as
enhancing the reserve and putting it to better use, such as a venue for Hospital Sunday services.
The new band rotunda was constructed two months later. On 22 March 1905 the Newstead Echo
described it as measuring '18ft by 18ft, hexagonal in shape; the floor is 4ft off the ground, and the
height of the walls is 8ft, with a conical shaped roof of galvanised iron.' On 17 March it was
opened by the sixteen-piece band, under the leadership of J. Malthouse, with a moonlight concert
for an audience of several hundred. According to the Echo:
'The rotunda, lit up with several lamps and torches, and pale luna's bright gleams lit up the lovely
glade, and threw into bold relief every tree and rock with which nature has adorned the place with
picturesque beauty, and the whole scene was one worthy of a master artist's masterpiece. From the
rotunda the band discoursed several selections, and the iron roof threw the music over the
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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surrounding country on the still night air for more than a mile. Not a breath of air stirred, the
atmosphere was delightful; the sweet strains and the general surroundings raised a glow in the
systems of all present, and enthusiasm and joyfulness was shown alike by old and young.'
The original contract was for a rotunda costing £22, but additions such as all-weather shutters
increased the cost to almost £40 and this debt the band gradually reduced by holding fund-raising
concerts during the winter. Later it was used by the Newstead State School Band under head
teacher Frederick W. Ellis who taught at the school between 1915 and 1933.
The rotunda fell into disuse and disrepair until it was renovated by volunteer workers in 1986-87
for the Newstead Bicentennial Back-To in October 1988. The rotunda and reserve became the
venue for Newstead's annual Australia Day Music Festival which ran through to the mid 1990s.
REFERENCES:
'Back To Newstead', undated and unsourced newspaper clipping [October 1988], in Newstead and
District Historical Society File: Newstead Rotunda Park.
Bradfield, Raymond A., Newstead: Some Early History (Castlemaine: privately published, n.d.),
pp. 11, 25.
Castlemaine Mail, 7 January 1992.
Newstead & Maldon Echo, 11 January 1905, 25 January 1905, 22 March 1905, 5 May 1905.
Newstead Echo, no 3, October 1995, no. 6, January 1996.
Scott, Trevor A., 'Band Rotunda, Newstead Garden Reserve, Lyons St, Newstead, Circa 1900.'
1:50 scale plan, dated 7 April 1986, in Newstead and District Historical Society File: Newstead
Rotunda Park.
Videon, Tracy, 'And the band played on . . . Band rotundas in Victoria.' M.A. in Public History
thesis, Monash University, 1990.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The house, Main Road corner Simpson Street, Newstead is of aesthetic significance at a
CONTRIBUTORY level in the Newstead West precinct. Although altered the building retains
some qualities of a characteristic late Victorian house. These qualities include its steeply
pitched gable form roof clad in corrugated steel, the face brick chimney, the straight pitched
verandah, the square edged weatherboard wall cladding, central four panelled entry door, and
double hung timber windows. Although a later addition the woven wire fence contributes to the
building's significance. The fretwork brackets are in keeping with the building but a recent
addition.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
This house was occupied by James Spencer and later the Satchwell family in the 1940s and 1950s.
REFERENCES:
Community Consultation
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Atherton house, Main Road corner of Simpson Street, Newstead is of historic and
aesthetic significance at a CONTRIBUTORY level in the Newstead West precinct. The
building retains qualities of a characteristic late Victorian house. These qualities include its
hipped M form roof clad in corrugated steel, the brick chimneys (now painted), the gently
convex curved verandah, with simple timber valence decoration and fretwork brackets
supported on turned timber posts, central four panelled entry door, and multipaned double hung
timber windows. The building contributes historically to the precinct for its connection to the
now demolished smithy.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
The house was the residence of the Atherton family who operated the smithy which had been on
the adjacent site. Ern McManus was an apprentice at the smithy in the 1930s. It was also occupied
at some time in the 1940s and 1950s era by George Milne.
REFERENCES:
Newstead Community Consultation - Ern McManus and John Ewing.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The house at the corner of Main Road and Campbell Street is of aesthetic significance at a
LOCAL level. The house demonstrates many qualities of a characteristic timber villa
constructed c1900. These qualities include the hipped roof with a gable wing which may be a
later addition, the roof is cladding of corrugated steel, the face brick chimney the return
verandah with a gently convex curved roof clad in corrugated steel, the verandah supported on
timber pots with a cast iron valence and brackets, the central entry gable with decorative timber
fretwork, weatherboard clad walls, central entry door with sidelights and flanking timber double
hung windows.
DESCRIPTION:
The house at the corner of Main Road and Campbell Street occupies a large flat corner allotment.
The house faces Main Road and is set in a grassed area with mature exotic trees. The house has a
main hipped roof of M formation with a gable wing which may be a later addition. The roof is
clad in corrugated steel with a face brick chimney which appears to have lost any decorative
features. The house has a return verandah with a gently convex curved roof clad in corrugated
steel. The verandah is supported on timber posts with a cast iron valence and brackets. The
central entry is marked by a small gable in verandah roof that has decorative timber fretwork. The
walls are clad in square edged weatherboards. The main facade has a central entry door with
sidelights that is flanked by timber double hung windows.
HISTORY:
The house was occupied in the 1940s and 1950s by E.E.J. (John) Butler and F.C. (Digger) Hall.
E.E.J. Butler was a cousin of Mrs. Hall. The Butler family had owned Joyces Park and appear to
have relocated to this house in the 1920s.
REFERENCES:
Newstead Community Consultation.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
These stone and brick ruins indicate the former habitation of this area. The place would appear
to
for archaeological investigation is desirable.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
No historical information about the site was located during the study.
REFERENCES:
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former Richard Rowe Residence, 9 Panmure Street, Newstead is architecturally
significant at a LOCAL level. The building demonstrates design qualities of a late Victorian
vernacular style. These intact qualities include the hipped roof clad in corrugated steel brick
chimneys with corbelled bricks and bands at the top, the skillion verandah roof, the single front
doorway and timber double hung windows.
The former Richard Rowe Residence, 9 Panmure Street, Newstead is historically significant at
a LOCAL level. It is associated with Richard Rowe and his large family who were prominent
businessmen in the town, operating a wheelwrights, carriage works and blacksmiths.
Overall, the former Richard Rowe Residence, 9 Panmure Street, Newstead is of LOCAL
significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The brick house is constructed with the verandah edge being on the street boundary. The house
has a hipped M form roof with brick chimneys (now painted) with decorative brick corbels and
corbelled bands near the top. The roof and verandah are clad in recently installed corrugated steel.
The house has a straight pitched verandah across the facade. The verandah has been extended
across the facade and rebuilt in 2001 with a similar pitch to an earlier verandah. The reconstructed
verandah has new timber posts with moulded timber capitals, cast iron brackets and frieze and new
cast iron balustrade. The house has a door with a transom light above the doorway on the west
side There are two timber framed double hung windows along the front facade. The brick walls
have been painted. The building has been extended to the rear with a skillion roof addition. A
small porch has been introduced on the west side.
HISTORY:
The land on which this is located (Allotment 3 of Section 3 in the Town of Newstead) was granted
to W. Ibbotson on 25.4.1862. In the 1894 Ratebook Richard Rowe Senior, wheelwright is rated
for land in Panmure Street near the blacksmith's shop. In the 1895 ratebook he is rated for a brick
house in Panmure Street. He continues to be rated for the property in 1900. In 1905 the person
being rated is William Rowe. By 1915 the ratebooks list Edwin Stuart Wilcox, dealer as
occupying the house and land late R. Rowe's.
In 1902 The Echo had a column in the August 13th edition about Local Industries:
"W & T Rowe, Blacksmiths and Coachbuilders. The prosperity of the district is made noticeable
by the increase in local industries... Increased prosperity means in many cases, enlarging of
premises, and an increase of employees, and such being the case with Messrs W. & T. Rowe, it
can only be inferred that Newstead is of vastly more importance than it was when they took over
the business 13 years ago. We believe Mr. Ibbotson was the founder about 50 years ago...He sold
out to Mr. Pou, who in turn was bought out by Mr. Richard Rowe, about 30 years since... About 13
years ago he handed over the estate to his two sons William and Thomas, and have since led a
retired life." The sons sold the business to Hawkey and Skate who operated it until they sold it to
Mr. Rintoul, who continued the business through the 1920s. The business was on the north-east
corner of the Lyons and Panmure Streets intersection. It stood until the 1930s when it was
demolished.
Richard Rowe was born in Nanpean, Cornwall in 1830 and migrated to Australia in 1854. He
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married Sophia Bassett at Geelong in 1858. It is believed that he followed the goldrushes in the
years between 1854 and 1858. Sophie was from the same parish in Cornwall as Richard and
appears to have migrated expressly to be married to him, as they married within 14 days of her
arrival. They had three children prior to her death in 1863 from disease of the liver at Joyces
Creek. On his marriage to Barbara Newbery in 1864, he is described as a wheelwright of Joyces
Creek. Around the time of his marriage to Barbara, Richard established the blacksmith,
wheelwright and coachbuilding business at the corner of Lyons and Panmure Streets, Newstead.
Seven children were born to Barbara and Richard before her death in 1873 leaving Richard a
widower with seven surviving children from his two marriages. In 1875 he married for the third
time to 19 year old Alberta Webb. Early in their marriage Richard and Alberta purchased the
weatherboard house adjacent to the blacksmith's shop in Lyons Street as well as occupying a house
on the current site. Nine children were born of this marriage.
It would appear that he had this house constructed in 1895 and resided there until 1904/05. The
family history gives family reports of Richard and Alberta living in Geelong, Castlemaine,and
returning to Newstead after his retirement from work.
Richard Rowe died at Portarlington, Victoria on 22 February 1913 and was buried at the
Portarlington cemetery. It would appear that he and Alberta had moved there to be near his son
William. Most of their children had left the Newstead district by this time. Alberta died in 1938
at Richmond, Victoria after living with various members of the family.
REFERENCES:
Rowe family research by R. J. Rowe of Bell Post Hill Victoria, held on the Rowe, Richard file at
the Newstead and District Historical Society.
Parish plans
The Echo. August 13th, 1902, held on the Rowe, Richard file at the Newstead and District
Historical Society.
Newstead Shire Ratebooks, 1890, 1894, 1895, 1900, 1905, 1915.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former Post and Telegraph Office, south corner Panmure & Canrobert Streets, Newstead,
is architecturally significant at a LOCAL level. It demonstrates original design qualities of a
Victorian Public Works Department type used for post offices and court houses in rural Victoria
during the second half of the 19th century. These qualities include the dominant gable roof
form, together with a minor gable on one side that projects towards the street frontage. Other
intact qualities include the unpainted dichromatic brick wall construction, slate tiled roof
cladding, three distinctive unpainted brick chimneys with multi-corbelled tops, wide eaves with
exposed rafters, timber framed, twelve paned, double hung windows, timber framed double
hung arched window under the gable porch, four panelled single timber door and the decorative
features including the dichromatic quoining about the window openings, band of voussoirs and
drip mould above the window of the porch, timber gable brackets and infill on the porch gable,
and the triple gable ventilator on the main gable. The large exotic trees on the site and the
timber picket boundary fencing also contribute to the significance of the place. The straight
roofed return verandah appears to be a later addition.
The former Post and Telegraph Office, south corner Panmure & Canrobert Streets, Newstead,
is historically significant at a LOCAL level. It is associated with the early development of
Newstead's post and telegraph service from 1863 until c.1910. The building is possibly also
associated with John James Clark, the Government Architect of the Victorian Public Works
Department at the time of construction. It is further associated with some former postmasters
from the later post office constructed in 1910, including J. Indian.
Overall, the former Post and Telegraph Office, south corner Panmure & Canrobert Streets,
Newstead, is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The site at the south corner of Panmure and Canrobert Streets, Newstead, contains a brick, former
post office building with large exotic trees along one side. An unpainted timber picket fence,
approximately 1200mm high, forms the boundary of the site.
The single storey, asymmetrical, unpainted brick, Victorian post office building is characterised by
a dominant gable roof form, together with a minor gable on one side that projects towards the
street frontage. These roof forms are clad in early slate tiles. Three large, distinctive unpainted
brick chimneys with multi-corbelled tops adorn the ridgeline of the building. Wide overhangs and
exposed rafters are a feature of the eaves. A straight return galvanised corrugated iron verandah,
supported by square timber posts, does not appear to be an original feature of the design. Early
timber framed, twelve paned, double hung windows are located about the perimeter of the
building, while a timber framed double hung arched window is situated under the porch gable.
The four panelled single timber door on the side wall of the projecting porch gable also appears to
be early. Early decorative features of the design include the dichromatic quoining about the
window openings, band of voussoirs and drip mould above the window of the porch, timber gable
brackets and infill on the porch gable, and the triple gable ventilator on the main gable.
Comparative Analysis:
Between 1852 and 1878, the Government Architect in the Victorian Public Works Department,
John James Clark, designed numerous public buildings in country areas including post offices and
court houses. In an 1883 job application, he could not list all his smaller rural designs as they
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were '… too numerous to mention.' The brick construction of the former Newstead Post Office,
and particularly the dominant gable roof form with a projecting gable porch at the side - and the
distinctive chimneys and arched window at the front - were all design features evident in other
works by Clark during the period between 1852 and 1878.
HISTORY:
The first post office at Newstead was established in 1857. It was in that year when the Mount
Alexander Mail reported that 'arrangements are being made for establishing a branch of the Post
Office at the house of Mr. Joseph Day, near the punt.' Six years later on 31 October 1863, this
post and telegraph office building was opened. Judging by its appearance it is likely that it was
designed by the Victorian Government Architect, John James Clark. It was constructed by the
contractor, William Allen, at a cost of £523-14-0. At the time of its opening, the building was
regarded as 'quite an ornament to Newstead.' Mr. Firman was the first Manager and Postmaster,
having relocated from Sandhurst. In February 1888, tenders were called for fencing the post office
site and in 1894, the Public Works Department called tenders for repairs and painting to the
building. This post and telegraph office building seems to have operated until the construction of
the Federation styled building on the west corner of Lyons and Codrington Streets in 1910. In
1914, the 1863 post and telegraph office was sold for £100 and in 1922 the remaining land seems
to have been sold for £75. Between 1940 and 1950, the building was owned by Miss Hanson, and
the tenants included Miss Henderson, Mr. Collins (mail contractor), J. Indian (postmaster) and H.
Ashburn.
REFERENCES:
Mount Alexander Mail, 24 July 1857; 31 October 1863; 28 February 1888; 11 April 1894.
Echo, 5 February 1908.
G. Tonkin, 'Echoes: A short walk in Newstead', amended by the Newstead & District Historical
Society, 1988.
Community Consultation
'Newstead Post Office' file, Newstead & District Historical Society.
J. Fowler, 'Gold Rush to "Black Wednesday": The Melbourne Treasury & John James Clark's
Public Works Department Career from 1852 to 1878', Master of Arts thesis, Monash University,
1992.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The All Saints Church of England Church and Hall, Panmure Street, Newstead, are
architecturally significant at a LOCAL level. The church building demonstrates original
design qualities of a Victorian Early English style. These qualities include the steeply pitched
and parapeted gable roof form, together with a central, steeply pitched gable porch that projects
slightly from the main gable end. Other intact qualities include the exposed dichromatic brick
wall construction, lapped galvanised corrugated iron roof cladding, remnant base of the original
belfry that once adorned the main gable, rose window, double vertical boarded doors with
elaborate iron hinges at the main entrance, pointed windows, brick buttresses (each having two
copings), and the early decorative light brick detailing (window surrounds, drip moulds, buttress
copings and plinth).
Although relocated, the All Saints Church of England Hall demonstrates original design
qualities of a late Victorian Carpenter Gothic style. These qualities include the steeply pitched
gable roof form, clad in lapped galvanised corrugated iron. Other intact qualities include the
horizontal weatherboard wall cladding, central pointed, vertical boarded door, two lancets with
simple lead light patterning on the main gable end, pointed windows, gable ventilator, and the
simple timber pendant and cross beam. The grassed surrounds with native and exotic trees also
contribute to the significance of the place.
The All Saints Church of England Church and Hall, Panmure Street, Newstead, are historically
significant at a LOCAL level. The Church building is associated with the development of the
Episcopalian (Church of England) church in Newstead from 1867, while the hall building has
similar associations from the turn of the century. This latter building is also associated with the
development of the Newstead Baptist Church in the late 19th century.
The All Saints Church of England Church and Hall, Panmure Street, Newstead, are socially
significant at a LOCAL level. They are recognised and highly valued by the Newstead
community for religious reasons.
Overall, the All Saints Church of England Church and Hall, Panmure Street, Newstead, are of
LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The Anglican church site in Panmure Street, Newstead, is identified by the substantial brick
Church building and the neighbouring hall, set in a grassed rural landscape with a mix of native
and exotic shrubs and trees. A timber post, tubular steel and cyclone wire fence forms the front
boundary.
The exposed dichromatic brick, Victorian Early English Gothic styled church building is
characterised by a steeply pitched and parapeted gable roof form, together with a central, steeply
pitched gable porch that projects slightly from the main gable end. Crowning the main gable is the
base of the original belfry that once adorned the building, and an introduced bronze cross. The
main gable is also identified by the rose window. Double vertical boarded doors with elaborate
iron hinges form the main entrance. Along the longitudinal elevations are pointed windows and
brick buttresses, each having two copings. Early decorative features of the design include the light
brick detailing (window surrounds, drip moulds, buttress copings and plinth). The roof is clad in
lapped galvanised corrugated iron having small ventilation dormers near the ridgeline.
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The horizontal weatherboard late Victorian Carpenter Gothic styled hall building is characterised
by a steeply pitched gable roof form, clad in lapped galvanised corrugated iron. The main gable
end has a central pointed, vertical boarded door, flanked by two lancets having simple lead light
patterning. Towards the upper reaches of the gable is a ventilator and simple timber pendant and
cross beam. Other pointed windows are located on the longitudinal facades, and there is another
doorway towards the rear, having an introduced skillion hood above.
HISTORY:
The first services held by the Church of England in Newstead were from c.1857 in the Roads
Board meeting room. In 1866, the Church of England announced that it would shortly be calling
tenders for the erection of a church at Newstead. Richard Jennings was awarded the tender after an
advertisement had appeared in the Mount Alexander Mail on 8 April, 1867. Jennings also called
tenders for rubble foundations later in the same month. Construction of the church building
proceeded at a comfortable pace during the ensuing months, and the Mount Alexander Mail
reported on 15 October 1867 that the work should be completed in about three weeks. However,
the financial insolvency of Jennings caused substantial delays to the completion of the building. It
was not until late August 1868 when the Church was opened at a cost of approximately £450.
Prior to the opening, the Mount Alexander Mail published a description of the new building:
"The new Episcopalian Church at Newstead will very shortly be completed. It is the Gothic style
of architecture, the dimensions are 30 by 25 feet, and height to belfry 40 feet, the building is of red
brick with white pressed brick dressings laid on blue morta [sic.]. The interior of the roof is open
framed, made of oak. The benches (open reading desk, and Communion rails are of the same
material as the roof, and will be stained and varnished. A vestry is erected at the back of the
edifice … Mr Kibble, who designed and drew up the plans of the Church has also supervised the
carrying out of the work, and the result is of course satisfactory."
Electricity was first installed in the church in 1937. In 1962, the crowning centrepiece of the
building - the belfry - was demolished and replaced with the extant bronze cross that was donated
by W. Cassidy.
The Sunday School hall appears to have been constructed in the late 19th century for the Newstead
Baptist Church on their site in Lyons Street, on the site of Mr Lovell Langslow's store next to a Mr
Vitalis's home (ND/52). Around the turn of the century, the hall was relocated to another site
opposite Mr Bert Lea's home in Panmure Street, Newstead, and shortly afterwards, it was moved
to its present site and used as a Sunday School.
Another significant development at the All Saints Church site was the establishment of a croquet
green in 1926. Croquet appears to have been a popular recreational past time for many of the
congregation, and a windmill was erected to pump water into a tank to water the lawn - on the
proviso that this water source could also be used at the Vicarage nearby. At a later stage the
Croquet Club fell out with the vicar, causing the closure of the croquet lawn on the church site and
the establishment of a croquet lawn on another site in the town.
REFERENCES:
Mount Alexander Mail, 6 February 1866; 8 April 1867; 16 April 1867; 15 October 1867; 27
November 1867; 17 December 1867; 5 June 1868; 28 August 1868; 8 June 1869; 10 December
1884; 13 December 1866; 22 February 1887; 5 June 1907.
The Echo, 5 June 1907.
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G.W. Beeforth, 'Historical Notes on All Saints Anglican Church Newstead 1868-1968', copy held
in the 'Churches' file at the Newstead and District Historical Society, .
Phil Taylor, 'Environmental History', Shire of Newstead Heritage Study Part 1, December 1998.

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger

Shire of Mount Alexander: Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead, 2000

PLACE:

Place No:
ND/72

Former Police Residence

ADDRESS: 32 Panmure Street, Newstead

31 May 2004

OTHER NAME/S: 'Newfield'

2/7/1998
MAP NAME & AMG REFERENCE: Newstead 7723-4-4, BU 390 886

Date of Photograph:
PROPERTY DETAILS:

CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON LEGISLATIVE REGISTERS

Victorian Heritage Register:
Victorian Heritage Inventory:
Local Planning Scheme:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON OTHER REGISTERS

Register of the National Estate - Database No:
National Trust (Victoria) Register:
THEMATIC CONTEXT
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The Environmental Setting
Exploration and Pastoralism
Gold
Towns and Settlements
Local Government
Good
Fair
CONDITION:
Poor
Ruins

6. Transport and Communications
7. Water Supply
8. Agriculture
9. Secondary Industry
10. Community Life
Substantially Intact
Altered Sympathetically
INTEGRITY:
Altered Unsympathetically
Damaged/Disturbed

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme.

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger

Local

Shire of Mount Alexander: Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead, 2000

PLACE:

Former Police Residence

ADDRESS: 32 Panmure Street, Newstead
OTHER NAME/S: 'Newfield'

Place No:
ND/72
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former Police Residence, Panmure Street, Newstead is architecturally significant at a
LOCAL level. The building demonstrates design qualities of an early Victorian vernacular
style. These intact qualities include the gable roof clad in slate, simple rendered chimneys with
corbelled bands at the top, which are supported on exposed rafter ends, the hipped verandah
roof supported on paired square timber posts at each end with two single posts supporting the
mid spans, brick walls, central single doorway and timber double hung windows symmetrically
placed to each side of the door.
The former Police Residence, Panmure Street, Newstead is historically significant at a
LOCAL level. It is the first police station to be purpose built in Newstead and is associated
with the development of Newstead and with policing in Newstead since the 1860s.
Overall, the former Police Residence, Panmure Street, Newstead is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The former Police Residence, Panmure Street, Newstead is on a relatively flat site at a modest set
back from the street. The building has a gable roof clad in slate. Simple rendered chimneys have
corbelled bands at the top. The eaves are supported on exposed rafter ends. The building has a
hipped steeply sloped verandah roof across the front elevation. This is supported on paired square
timber posts at each end with two single posts supporting the mid spans. There are no decorative
brackets or valence on the verandah. The verandah roof is clad in corrugated steel. The walls now
are of painted brick. The building has a central single doorway with timber double hung windows
symmetrically places to each side of the door.
HISTORY:
The first police station at Newstead was a cottage rented in 1859 from Joseph Day for a sum of
£40 per annum. This was the result of "a considerable and influential meeting of the principal
land proprietors of Newstead" reported by the Mount Alexander Mail on 15 April 1859. The
meeting was held at the Newstead Hotel as a consequence of the "rider to the verdict of the jury in
the inquest of the unfortunate woman who was so foully massacred at Newstead last week[and to
prepare a memorial ] to pray for the permanent establishment of a police force at Newstead."
One acre of land was set apart for police purposes in the Newstead township on the west bank of
the Loddon in 1860. This appears to have been used as a horse paddock. In July 1863 a
correspondent to the Mount Alexander Mail complained that court was being held in a rented
"wooden house twelve feet square in which the officer in charge of the Camp lives and if he is so
unfortunate as to have any prisoners in charge, he is actually compelled to handcuff them to the
bedposts; not having a lock-up to confine them in." In February 1864, no lock up had been
provided but the prisoners were now chained to the wooden frame of the house. The police later
relocated to the east side of the football oval and a brick police station with slate roof erected in
Panmure Street.
The police station was built in 1869 at a cost of £750. The bluestone foundations were reported as
being six feet (2 metres) into the ground. The building contractor was Mr. Jones. The married
senior police constable lived in the house and a single mounted man's living quarters was a few
chains south of his superior officer's dwelling facing Panmure Street. About 1892 two of the
children of the senior constable died: "He alleged the house was damp, and political influence
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caused a palatial and totally unnecessary station to be built."(ND/57) The new police station and
residence was constructed in Lyons Street but it appears that this building was used as a police
residence for some time after. The building then became a private residence occupied by the
Thomson family in the 1930s and 40s.
REFERENCES:
Newstead and Maldon Echo, 27th March, 1907
Victoria Police Gazette, 2nd June, 1930
Mount Alexander Mail, 15 April 1859, p.4; 16 July 1863, 18 February 1864.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
This mud brick house which appears to have been constructed in the nineteenth century is of
architectural and historic significance to Newstead. The buildings retains the characteristic
nineteenth century characteristics of the small building size, mud brick walls, steep pitched
gable roof clad in corrugated steel, face brick chimneys. The retention of this vernacular and
characteristic nineteenth century building is desirable. Further research and assessment may
result in the building being of LOCAL architectural and historic significance.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
The mud brick house was owned by R Davidson in the 1940s and 1950s and C. Smerdon and S.
Wall were tenants. A later owner was J. Every.
REFERENCES:
Community Consultation - John Ewing
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
This simple brick cottage is of architectural and historic significance to Newstead. The building
retains its small size, gable roof form clad in corrugated steel, simple skillion front verandah
roof, external brick chimneys on each side, central four panelled door with transom light,
flanking timber, and double hung windows. Some alterations have been undertaken including
the unsympathetic steel posts to the verandah. The early twentieth century chain wire fence
enhances the building. The long association with the Williamson/Thomas family is of local
historical significance. The retention of this characteristic building is desirable. Further
research and assessment may result in the building being of LOCAL architectural and historic
significance.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
The land on which this is located Allotment 2 of Section 32 in the Town of Newstead was granted
to R. S. Williams in 1909. The land may have been occupied prior to that date under a miner's
license. The house is associated with the long time owner Mrs. Eadie Thomas, a dressmaker, who
was the daughter of Richard Williamson. She occupied the house in the 1940s and 1950s.
REFERENCES:
Newstead Community Consultation
Newstead Parish Plan
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
Willow Grange, Petersens Road, Newstead, is architecturally significant at a LOCAL level. It
demonstrates original design qualities of a late Victorian/rudimentary Federation homestead
style. These qualities include the hipped roof form, together with a bullnosed return verandah.
Other intact qualities include the exposed brick wall construction with rendered quoinwork;
corrugated steel roof cladding; turned timber verandah posts and decorative timber fretwork
verandah brackets; two rendered brick chimneys with moulded render tops; narrow eaves;
central door way; and timber framed and double hung single windows.
Willow Grange, Petersens Road, Newstead, is historically significant at a LOCAL level. The
property is associated with Malcolm Stewart a former Newstead councillor and early settler in
the district and also with the Petersen family who farmed the property in the twentieth century.
Overall, Willow Grange, Petersens Road, Newstead, is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The house is set on a relatively flat site with a short setback from the road boundary in a fenced
garden setting. The fencing is timber and concrete posts with metal pole handrails and chain
wire. The house has a hipped M form roof clad in corrugated metal. There are two rendered
chimneys along the roof ridge with decorative render moulding near the top. There is a face brick
plain chimney near the rear of the house. The house has a bull nosed return verandah supported on
turned timber posts with decorative timber fretwork brackets. A small section of the verandah has
been built in with timber weatherboard walls on one side. The house has red face brick walls with
decorative rendered quoinwork at the corners. The front elevation has a central doorway with a
timber double hung window on either side. These have multipanes in the upper window sash.
HISTORY:
The land on which this house is located (Allotment 2 of Section 7 in the Parish of Strangways) was
granted to Malcolm Stewart in May 1855. In 1877 Malcolm Stewart conveyed the property to
Alexander Stewart for natural love and affection. In 1910 David Comb Stewart conveyed the
property to Christian Petersen. In 1923 Petersen conveyed the property to Gilbert Christian
Petersen. The property was still in the Petersen family ownership in 1994.
Victoria and Its Metropolis contains the following information about Malcolm Stewart:
"A native of Rothsay, Isle of Bute, Scotland, was apprenticed when very young to the shipbuilding
trade, serving six years with Messrs John Scott & Son, of Greenock. He then followed the sea for
about twelve years, during which time he had seen a great portion of the world. He was in Sydney
N.S.W., on a voyage in 1838, when the jubilee festivities, illuminations &c., were being
celebrated, Sydney being then fifty years old. After retiring from sea faring, he began business in
Greenock, which he carried on successfully until 1852, when he left for Melbourne on account of
his daughter's failing health. Shortly after his arrival he started for Forest Creek. He bought
horses and drays and started carrying on the roads...He some time afterwards started puddling on
Campbell's Creek, where he was also successful. He bought about 300 acres of land on the
Loddon near Newstead...He bought a thrashing machine in 1867 and worked it for about 14 years.
He carried on farming until lately, when he let his land and is now living a retired life in
Newstead. He was a member of the shire council for a few years..."
It would appear from the style of the building that it was constructed around 1900 and could date
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from the occupation of the site by the Petersen family in 1910.
REFERENCES:
Parish Plan
Title Information
Shire of Newstead Ratebooks, 1865, 1867
A. Sutherland, Victoria & Its Metropolis: Past and Present, vol.2A, McCarron Bird & Co.,
Melbourne, 1888. p.263
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The brick house, Pyrenees Highway, Newstead is architecturally significant at a LOCAL
level. Although the building has been extended, it still demonstrates original design qualities of
a Victorian vernacular style. These qualities include the dominant gable roof form, decorative
timber fretwork bargeboards and window openings. Other intact qualities include the brick wall
construction (now painted); corrugated steel roof cladding; painted brick chimney. The early
nineteenth century addition also contributes to the evolution and significance of the place, with
the significant fabric including the gable roof form clad in l corrugated steel.
The brick house, Pyrenees Highway, Newstead is historically significant at a LOCAL level. It
is associated with the large Thompson family who occupied the building for nearly 50 years.
The brick house, Pyrenees Highway, Newstead is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The house is set back across the former orchard at some distance from the road boundary. The
house is situated part way up a hill sloping away from the road. The original section of the
building was the gable end section to the west. The brick walls have been painted but retain the
fretwork gable barge board and finial, the central window opening and the two windows along the
west side. The window hoods over the side windows are early or original. The front window
hood was added after 1900. The brick chimney has simple brick corbelled bands and is now
painted. The side extension and verandah retain the steeply pitched gable roof and skillion roofed
verandah but the windows have been altered.
HISTORY:
The original section of this house was constructed in 1873 or earlier. Samuel and Caroline
Thompson moved to Newstead from Castlemaine to this house. The Newstead State School
records show that several children of Samuel Thompson, blacksmith, attended the school in 1873.
In 1875 Samuel Thompson paid rates on a house in Telfer's paddock Newstead. In August 1891, a
son David and Harriet Thompson moved into the house upon their marriage. When the original
four-roomed cottage could no longer accommodate the rapidly growing family, a wing and front
verandah were added. Two boys slept in a double bed on the verandah, summer and winter. The
family consisted of twelve children, born between 1892 and 1914, all but one born at home.
At the back of the home was a semi-underground dairy where the milk and cream were kept and
the butter churned. A short distance form the house was the blacksmith's shop operated by Samuel
and David learnt his trade prior to working in nearby gold mines.
An apple orchard was established in front and to the east of the house. This was run by Mrs.
Thompson and the fruit sold at the Melbourne market.
In 1914 the house was let to Abe Thomas when the family moved to Park Hill, Joyces Creek now
under the Cairn Curren Reservoir. The family returned to the home in 1919 but left for Werribee in
1920.
In the 1940s and 1950s the house was occupied by Allen Wyley and later C.H. (Pete) Slee who
was a local butcher.
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REFERENCES:
Recollections from the Thompson Family, Childhood at Newstead to 1920. Thompson file,
Newstead and District Historical Society.
Newstead Community Consultation - Maureen Heagney (nee Slee)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former Martin's Smithy and House, Pyrenees Highway, Newstead is architecturally
significant at a LOCAL level. The house and blacksmiths demonstrates design qualities of an
early Victorian vernacular style. These intact qualities include the gable roof forms clad in
corrugated steel, brick chimneys, the unpainted face brick walls; the skillion return verandah
supported on turned timber posts; central doorway and timber double hung windows.
The former Martin's Smithy and House, Pyrenees Highway, Newstead is historically significant
at a LOCAL level. It operated as a blacksmiths for a long period in the nineteenth century It is
associated with the Martin family.
Overall, the former Martin's Smithy and House, Pyrenees Highway, Newstead is of LOCAL
significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The house and shed complex are located on the Carisbrook road in what is now farmland. The
shed is built to the property boundary and the house is set back behind a hedge a short distance in a
garden setting. The site slopes gently down from the road level.
The house is brick with two parallel gables clad in corrugated steel. There are four brick
chimneys. There is a skillion roofed later addition to the rear and to one side and a further timber,
skillion roofed extension. The roof changes pitch to form a verandah across the front facade which
returns on the east side of the house. The verandah is supported on turned timber posts. There are
no remaining decorative brackets or frieze. The walls are of unpainted brick. The house has a
central doorway and timber framed double hung windows.
The shed is a large rectangular building with a steeply pitched gable roof which runs parallel to the
road boundary. The roof is clad in short sheets of corrugated steel. The walls are of brick. there
are two large openings in the front elevation, each has a pair of doors of vertical timber.
HISTORY:
The land on which this place is located Allotment 20 of Section 12 in the Parish of Tarrengower
was granted to Thomas Cameron and James Smith in 1856. The property was sold to William
Innes in 1872 who owned it until 1912 when it was sold to Athelstone House. The first Shire of
Newstead ratebook lists Martin William paying rates for a blacksmiths shop etc. The owner is
listed as Carrs Job. In 1867 Martin William is still paying rates for a house and workshop,
Newstead with the owner now listed as James Smith. This may refer to the present site. In 1879
James Luke, wheelwright is listed as ratepayer for wheelwright and shop Carisbrook Road on 12
Tarrengower. The owner is listed as Wm. Innes. In 1887 William Martin, blacksmith, is listed in
the ratebooks as the tenant of a blacksmiths shop and house on part of Allot 20 of Sec 12. The
owner is listed as Wm. Innes. In 1898 William Martin, blacksmith is still paying rates with the
owner listed as W. Innes of Echuca. In 1900 Luke James, wheelwright is paying rates for
wheelwrights shop on part of allot 20 sec 12 Parish of Tarrengower and William Martin
blacksmith is paying rates for a house and blacksmiths shop on part of allot 20. sec 12. The owner
of both places in Wm. Innes of Echuca. By 1911 Wm. Innes appears to have died as the ratebook
entry lists John Kidd, farmer as the tenant and the Executors of Innes as the owner.
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In the 1940s and 50s the house was the farm house of A. M.(Mac) Hurse and the shed was known
as the former Martin Smithy.
It would appear from the above that the house and shed were constructed prior to 1867 at the latest
and the shed used as William Martin's Smithy from 1865 until 1900. Part of the shed may also
have been used by James Luke as a wheelwrights from at least 1879 until at least 1900.
REFERENCES:
Parish Plan
Title Information
Shire of Newstead ratebooks, 1865, 1867, 1878, 1879, 1898, 1900, 1911.
Community Consultation
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former Kyd and Mackie Store, Pyrenees Highway, Newstead is architecturally significant
at a LOCAL level.
The building demonstrates design qualities of an early Victorian
vernacular style. These intact qualities include the wide spreading hipped roof form which
extends at a lower pitch to form the return verandah roof clad in corrugated steel, simply
decorated brick chimneys (now painted), the wide timber board cladding, off centre single
doorway and wide, timber double hung multi paned windows.
The former Kyd and Mackie Store, Pyrenees Highway, Newstead is historically significant at
a LOCAL level. It is associated with the Kyd and Mackie Store which operated on the site for
a long period in the nineteenth century and with the flour mill which operated nearby. The
building is also associated with the Mackie, Kyd and Gervasoni families.
Overall, the former Kyd and Mackie Store, Pyrenees Highway, Newstead is of LOCAL
significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The former Mackie residence, Pyrenees Highway, Newstead, is a single storey residence set at a
short setback from the road boundary. There is a mid twentieth century low stone wall with
pillars marking the end and central gateway along the road boundary. The timber building has a
wide hipped roof which extends to form a return verandah on three sides. The roof is clad in
corrugated steel and the building retains two brick chimneys, now painted. The chimneys are of
simple detail with the only decorative features being corbelled brick bands and one having single
corbelled bricks to give the appearance of dentillations under the brick band. The verandah is
supported on square timber posts which appear to be replacements of the original material. There
are no decorative brackets or frieze work. Part of the west verandah has been infilled. There is a
gabled roof building adjacent to the south east corner of the building. The walls of the main
building are of wide timber boards. There is an off centre doorway in the front facade. West of
the doorway are three wide double hung, timber, multi paned windows. To the east of the
doorway, it appears that the original window has been altered to a pair of French doors. There are
similar timber double hung windows in the east facade.
HISTORY:
The land on which this building is located (Allotment 21 of Section 12 in the Parish of
Tarrengower) was granted to T. Jones in 1856. In 1877 John Kyd and James Mackie were the
owners of the land and they conveyed part of the allotment to James Mackie, James Edward
Mackie and George Merrifiels. In 1891, the land was conveyed by James Edward Mackie to Ann
Mackie. In 1906 Anne Mackie conveyed the land to John Kyd. In 1926 May Louisa Kyd
conveyed the property to John Battista Gervasoni. John B Gervasoni died in 1941. In 1951
Claude James Patrick Gervasoni conveyed the land to Marie Loiusa Barbetti. The Gervasoni
family sold the property to the Defence Service Homes Corporation in 1986.
It would appear that Thomas Jones erected a hotel on part of the allotment in the 1850s as in 1861
The Mount Alexander Mail advertised: "To Hotelkeepers, speculators, and capitalists, (by order of
the mortgagee) Friday 1st February 1861. Mr. D. Wallace, will sell by Auction, on the Premises...
All that piece or parcel of Land being Allotment 21 of Section 12 Parish of Tarrengower,
containing 26 acres of Rich Agricultural Land, securely fenced with a three rail fence, and on
which is erected that exceedingly well situated hotel known as "Jone's [sic] Farmer's Home".
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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This truly valuable property is situated a quarter of a mile from the rising township of Newstead
and on the fertile banks of the Loddon and being directly on the main road to Carisbrook,
Maryborough and all the western diggings, offers an opportunity of investment to be met with.
The hotel, if properly managed, would do good business, and as immediate possession will be
given, the purchaser can at once open as a house."
The Mount Alexander Mail reported on 12 September 1862 " The unexpired lease of the Farmer's
Hotel, Newstead, a small fortune in the summer time, no reason for leaving but the proprietor
going into business in Castlemaine. Apply to James Andrew on the premises."
The Shire of Newstead ratebooks of 1865 list James Mackie and John Kyd as ratepayers for a store
and dwelling, land and house in Newstead. In 1867 they pay rates for a land and store in the South
Riding of Newstead. In 1874 Kyd and Mackie pay rates on a house and buildings in Carisbrook
Road. By 1878 John Mackie, John Kyd and James Mackie are described as storekeepers and
millers and are rated for a store and flour mill on allot 21 of sec 12. The 1879 ratebooks list John
Mackie as the owner of a store and residence on allot 21 of sec 12. By 1887 James Mackie is
described as a farmer paying rates on a weatherboard house and land on part allot 21, sec 12 .
Victoria and Its Metropolis published in 1888 had biographies on both Kyd and Mackie:
Kyd, John, J.P. Newstead is a native of Forfar, Scotland, where he was an articled clerk in a
solicitor's office until he left for Australia in 1852 by the ship Hibernia. On his arrival in Victoria
he went to Bendigo and Fryers Creek, started in business as a general storekeeper with Mr. James
Mackie at Newstead in 1857 and carried it on for nine or ten years, when it was burnt to the
ground. About 1869 he erected a flour mill, and conducted it about nine years, when it was burnt
to the ground. Mr. Kyd has also been carrying on farming operations for some time by renting
land, which was afterwards purchased in conjunction with Mr. Mackie, and he is now farming
(freehold and leasehold) 700 acres, all under crop this year. In 1882 he entered into mercantile
pursuits in Melbourne, and carried on business there for four years; but now he devotes his
attention entirely to the farm. In 1873 he became connected with the Newstead Shire Council, to
which three years later, on his return from a visit to Great Britain, he was re-elected, and of which
he continues to be a member. He has been twice president and was appointed a Justice of the
Peace in 1874. Mr. Kyd took an active part in forwarding local railway matters, and takes a keen
interest in all movements tending to advance the interests of the district.
Mackie, James, Newstead, was born at Maidenhead, Berkshire, England, and landed in Port
Phillip in 1840, at fourteen years of age, receiving a somewhat unpromising reception, as he had to
swim ashore at Williamstown. He shipped on a cutter trading to Geelong, the trip taking a week,
and helped to sink one of the first wells in Chilwell. He was shepherd for Mr. Peter Manifold at
Lake Burrumbeet, and then worked on various stations on the Hopkins and Glenelg Rivers. He
next travelled on foot to Portland, Geelong and then to Adelaide, S.A. After that he took sheep to
Mosquito Plains, then visited England, returned to Adelaide in 1850 by the Gipsy Queen, and
walked overland to Melbourne. After the usual vicissitudes of digging life at Fryer's Creek and
other goldfields he commenced storekeeping at Newstead in 1857, in partnership with Mr. Kyd,
and rented and afterwards bought 340 acres of land, on which they conducted farming operations
under the style of Kyd and Mackie. About 1867 they erected a flour mill, and subsequently
dissolved the partnership, Mr. Mackie taking the land and store and Mr. Kyd the mill. Mr. Mackie
has now retired from active business, having given the store to his son and let the farm.
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In 1907 The Echo newspaper ran a series of articles on the early days of Newstead. The
newspaper reported; " Mr. John Kyd, who arrived in 1856, informs us that Johnson's flour-mill on
the site of the Loddon Lead hotel, was burned down. It was then owned by Mr. John Blythe, and
managed by Mr. Jobson. It was never rebuilt. Mr. Kyd, and his partner, the late Mr. Mackie, had
a wholesale wine and spirit licence when they had a store where Mr. Kyd now resides. They built
a large flour mill and chaff works adjoining...The works and building were destroyed by fire about
25 years ago [1882]. The tall round chimney-stack marked the site till within the past year, when
it was felled. The bricks and foundation stone will be used in the building of the new Methodist
Church."
This house would appear to be the store constructed by Kyd and Mackie and used by both of them
at different times as a dwelling. The house appears to be early due to its form and the plan which
has no corridors, the rooms opening off from one another. The property may have been the
residence noted in the 1865 ratebooks or be the store and dwelling rebuilt after the fire in the
1860s.
REFERENCES:
Parish plan
Title Information
Mount Alexander Mail, 18 January 1861, 12 September 1862,
The Echo, 24 April 1907.
A. Sutherland, Victoria & Its Metropolis: Past and Present, vol.2A, McCarron Bird & Co.,
Melbourne, 1888. p.261
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
"Byron", Pyrenees Highway, Newstead is architecturally significant at a LOCAL level.
Substantially intact, it demonstrates original design qualities of a Victorian style. These
qualities include brick wall construction; symmetrically located brick chimneys with rendered
corbelled tops and cream brick strapping; narrow eaves; central four panelled timber door with
transom above and sidelights; and wide timber framed, double hung windows. The return
verandah with central gable with decorative timber king truss and fretwork bargeboards has
timber posts, decorative cast iron brackets and frieze add to the significance.
"Byron", Pyrenees Highway, Newstead, is historically significant at a LOCAL level. It is
associated with George McKay, original owner, mine manager of the Byron's Reef Company.
Overall, "Byron", Pyrenees Highway, Newstead is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The house is set back in a garden setting a short distance from the road boundary. There is now a
brick fence along the boundary with a wrought iron gate. The house is rectangular with a hipped
M form roof clad in corrugated steel. There are two tall, intact red brick chimneys with rendered
tops and strapping and terra cotta chimney pots. The house has a return verandah springing from
below the eaves. The slightly concave shaped verandah roof is clad in corrugated steel and returns
on both sides of the house. There is a gable roof to mark the entry way of the building. This has a
decorative timber king posts truss, and carved bargeboards. The verandah is supported on timber
posts and has decorative cast iron brackets and cast iron frieze.
The walls are of face brick with cream brick quoinwork. The front door is placed centrally in the
facade and has sidelights and a transom window over. There is a wide timber framed, double hung
window on either side of the front door.
HISTORY:
The land on which this is located Allotment 21 of Section 12 in the Parish of Tarrengower was
granted to T. Jones in 1856.
This house would appear to have been built by 1903 when George McKay, mine manager, is listed
in the ratebooks as owner of House and 20 acres Allot 21 of Sec 12 and the property is rated at
£40. No rates were struck in 1902. In 1901 George McKay is described as a Mine Manager and
is rated for land being part allot 21 Sec 12 with a value of £12. In 1900 George McKay is
described as a farmer in the ratebooks and is paying rates on a house valued at £8.
The Byron's Reef Company opened in 1898 (ND/18). Family history relates that George McKay
owned a gold mine called The Byron and named the house after the mine. He married a Miss
Jessie McLay of Moolort. They had one daughter named Midas who was an accomplished pianist
and singer. They also had a Chinese servant called Ah-Foo. The family still lived in the house in
1946 when a grandson remembers visiting.
The Newstead and District Historical Society has two photographs of the house in the early 1900s.
The photographs show the house is very similar to as seen today. One shows a widely spaced
picket fence surrounding the house. The other, probably later, shows part of the return verandah
screened with lattice and a circular pathway has been introduced at the front of the house and
garden beds have been set out.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former Newstead Biscuit Factory Residence, Pyrenees Highway, Newstead is
architecturally significant at a LOCAL level. The building demonstrates design qualities of
an early Victorian vernacular style. These intact qualities include the wide spreading hipped
roof which extends at a lower pitch to form the return verandah roof and the gable roofed
section, both clad in corrugated steel, simply decorated brick chimneys, the square edged timber
weatherboard cladding, central single doorway and wide, timber double hung windows.
The former Newstead Biscuit Factory Residence, Pyrenees Highway, Newstead is historically
significant at a LOCAL level. It is associated with the Newstead Biscuit and later
Confectionary Manufactory which operated on the site from 1862 by Alexander McPhee and
from 1865 to 1878 by William Sutherland.
Overall, the former Newstead Biscuit Factory Residence, Pyrenees Highway, Newstead is of
LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The building is built with the verandah on the road boundary of the land. The building is on a
relatively flat site with some mature exotic trees planted to one side. The front fence is an early
twentieth century timber framed and chain wire fence with a timber picket gate. The building is in
two parts. The eastern section has a wide steeply pitched hipped roof with the roof extending at a
much flatter pitch to form the front verandah. The western section has a transverse gable roof
form. The adjacent return verandah has been extended across the front of the gable. The roofs are
clad in corrugated steel. There is a truncated brick chimney on the east section and a large external
brick chimney with corbelled brick bands at the top on the western section. The verandah is
supported on timber posts. There are no decorative brackets or decorative frieze remaining. The
building is clad in square edged weatherboards. The eastern section has a central doorway flanked
by wide timber framed windows. A similar timber framed window is in the centre of the front
facade of the gable roofed section.
The place has had a significant infestation of white ant by 2011, which has caused considerable
damage to the timbers including doorframes.
HISTORY:
The land on which this is located (Allotment 19 of Section 12 in the Parish of Tarrengower) was
granted to A. McPhee in 1856.
The Shire of Newstead Ratebooks in 1865 list Alexander McPhee as owner and William
Sutherland paying rates for a biscuit manufactory, Newstead. At the same time William Sutherland
was conducting a bakery in the Township of Newstead (ND/37). In 1867 William Sutherland is
still the ratepayer for the buildings. In 1874 and 1875, William Sutherland is described as a
confectioner and paying rates for a building, Carisbrook Road, Tarrengower. In 1876 the land is
listed as owned by the Oriental Bank Corporation with Sutherland as the tenant. In 1877 William
Sutherland, biscuit maker is the tenant with Richard Marks as the owner of a biscuit factory,
Carisbrook Road. In 1879 the ratepayer changes to Margaret Sutherland, baker and the premises
are described as a biscuit factory and house. Margaret Sutherland is still the ratepayer in 1892 and
1895, with Richard Marks as the owner but the premises is now described as house on the
Carisbrook Road opposite the Loddon Leads Hotel. In 1896 and 1897 Richard Marks in the owner
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and occupier of the house.
The origins of the biscuit factory are well set out in the Mount Alexander Mail, 19 August 1863:
"The Newstead Biscuit Factory
Of the many stalls of produce that adorned the Autumn Show of the Castlemaine Agricultural
Society, none was of greater interest that that of Mr. McPhee, for there he had piled up biscuits of
all imaginable shapes and descriptions, none of them imports...but the veritable handiwork of
himself and his men, all made from Victorian flour and got up in a first rate style... The factory
stands on the north-western road about a mile to the west of Newstead, and directly opposite the
flour mills of Mr. Blyth, J.P. On entering the premises, we were met by Mr. McPhee, the owner,
who kindly conducted us over the premises and showed us how he managed to fabricate such tasty
goods. The dough is as yet worked by a lever apparatus, whence it is taken to a machine that rolls
it out into long cakes...these cakes are then put into a concern that seems to be willing to make
biscuits of any size or shape that the operators may choose. Passing through a pair of polished
steel rollers, the thin web of dough goes on to an endless cloth on which the "docker"; this by an
ingenious arrangement of cogs, pinions and cranks, is made to stamp and cut out the biscuits...
Something over two hundred tons per day can be made by this machine when in full work; it is an
American notion, and is perfectly effective...on the table we had arranged a sample of the various
sorts made in the establishment, sea biscuit, arrow root, coffee, Abernathy, wine, lemon, pic-nic,
Boston crackers, ginger nut, soda, squirts...Mr McPhee had persevered and now after eight months
he has conquered, he has driven his goods to Maryborough, Daylesford and Castlemaine... Bye
and bye when he got fairly going he would invoke the aid of steam..."
The Mount Alexander Mail on 3 January 1865 advertised that the Newstead Biscuit Factory was
for sale, McPhee to settle on his farm. On 27 March 1865, Mr. William Sutherland advertised that
he had purchased the celebrated Newstead Biscuit Factory with its machinery, fittings and good
will and is determined he shall hold their own against all comers. In 1871 William Sutherland
advertised the business for sale by tender. The property was described as "Newstead Confection
and Biscuit Manufactory, together with all stock &c. The plant comprises the latest improvements
in biscuit manufacturing and confectionary. The rolling plant consists of 3 wagons, 10 horses,
harness, all in first class order; 1 new jump seat buggy, by Abbot; tinsmiths shop and tools, The
freehold consists of the factory, dwelling house, large 12 stall stable, paddock...this property...
would not be disposed of were it not for the owner leaving the colony. The railway line surveyed
runs close to the factory, which will greatly enhance the value of the freehold." It would appear
that the property did not sell and he continued to operate the biscuit factory. William Sutherland
died in 1878. His death was reported in the Mount Alexander Mail on 29 June: "It is with extreme
regret that we have to notice the death of Mr. William Sutherland, of Newstead, a gentleman who
has been so long identified with the town in which he lived, and who was well known over the
district. In his time he was a man of great vigour, who threw himself heartily into any work he
undertook, whether of a public or social kind. Prominent among the order of Freemasons, his
remains will be followed to their last resting place by the brethren of Mt Alexander Lodge of
Castlemaine and the Mackenzie Lodge of Newstead."
The Mount Alexander Mail in March 1895 advertised that: "Mrs. Sutherland will sell furniture etc.
at her residence opposite the Loddon Leads Hotel" as she was leaving the colony and later reported
that the contents had been sold.
This house may have been constructed by Alexander McPhee in the 1850s or by William
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Sutherland in the 1860s. It was associated with the Newstead Biscuit Factory during the 1870s.
REFERENCES:
Parish Plan
Shire of Newstead Ratebooks 1865, 1867, 1874, 1875, 1876, 1877, 1879, 1892 , 1895, 1896,
1897, 1898.
Mount Alexander Mail, 1/12/1862, 19/8/1863, 3/1/1865, 27/3/1865, 2/9/1871, 4/9/1871,
29/6/1878, 7/3/ 895, 11/3/1895, 18/3/1895
The Echo 3/7/1907.
Titles search - Section 1 and 4, Township of Newstead, conducted by Ian Hockley - File
Newstead and District Historical Society.
Submission to Mount Alexander Shire 2011
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Avenue of Honour, Pyrenees Highway, Newstead, is aesthetically significant at a LOCAL
level. The long span of approximately 70 elm and plane trees (including a few original trees)
and young cut-leaf plane and elm trees forms an important visual quality and a significant urban
focus in this area of the Newstead township. After the First World War, the planting of
memorial avenues of honor became a state-wide trend.
The Avenue of Honour, Pyrenees Highway, Newstead, is historically significant at a LOCAL
level. It is associated with the men and women who fought in the First World War, having
originally been planted in 1919, with replacement plantings occurring in 1995.
The Avenue of Honour, Pyrenees Highway, Newstead, is socially significant at a LOCAL
level. It is recognised and highly valued by the Newstead community for cultural, social and
commemorative reasons in relation to those men and women who fought in the First World
War.
Overall, the Avenue of Honour, Pyrenees Highway, Newstead, is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
This heritage place comprises the Avenue of Honour along the Pyrenees Highway, west of
Newstead.
The Avenue of Honour on both sides of the Pyrenees Highway, Newstead, is comprised of two
rows of about 70 trees. It is approximately 800 metres in length and includes a few original plane
trees, as well as elms and young cut-leaf plane trees, which were planted over the years to replace
original trees that had died or been removed. A number of trees were replaced with English elms
(Ulmus prosera) in 2003. The original guards and name plates have been removed.
HISTORY:
During the first world war approximately 180 men enlisted from the Shire of Newstead and of
these thirty-four died on active service. As early as the Gallipoli campaign in 1915, Cr Edward
Rowe proposed that Council assist with an honour roll to commemorate these men. While an
honour roll eventually was erected in the Mechanics' Institute, the immediate post-war community
felt that something was needed to commemorate the sacrifice. Rowe, President of the Welcome
Home Committee, chaired a public meeting at Newstead on 20 June 1919 that decided
unanimously to co-operate with the Newstead branch of the Australian Women's National League
(AWNL) and establish 'an Avenue of Honour to perpetuate the memory of Our Boys'.
Subscriptions were generous, but the site's location proved controversial. Although a majority at
the June meeting favoured the Strangways Road at Newstead, the Shire judged this unacceptable
because the site was on the Loddon River's flood plain. After several deputations to Council, and
amidst joyful welcomes home for returning soldiers and the Peace Celebrations, the Shire put three
sites to the ratepayers' vote on 24 July: Strangways Road, Castlemaine Road, and Maryborough
(Joyces Creek) Road. The ratepayers selected the latter site (now known as the Pyrenees
Highway) and, at a well-attended working bee on 23 August, volunteers planted fifty-three oriental
plane trees and made timber guards for each. Another working bee shortly afterwards planted
thirty trees and affixed name plates (donated by the AWNL branch) to the guards.
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Brigadier General Charles Brand (1873-1961), Military Commandant of Victoria, 1919-21, who
had commanded the AIF's 3rd Brigade on Gallipoli and the 4th Brigade in France, officially
opened the avenue on 18 September 1919. The date was 'a memorable one', reported the
Newstead Echo, in the 24 September issue, because it was 'without parallel in the long line of
various events ... in the township.' Other dignitaries present included D. McLeod, MLA, Shire
President Cr Coutts, Edward Rowe, of the Welcome Home Committee, and returned soldiers in
uniform. Among a large 'enthusiastic' crowd were relatives and friends of the soldiers being
commemorated.
In his speech, McLeod explained that the avenue 'would be a standing memorial in the future as to
what our boys had done, the magnitude of the war, the courage, devotion, and determination
shown by men who had never had the military training of their foe, men who had bared their
breasts in the mighty struggle for right. When walking through this Avenue, let it speak of the
courage and devotion shown, and when the winds sighed through the branches, let them bring
back memories of those who had fallen for their cause.' The Echo's report also predicted that
'when well grown the Avenue will give an imposing effect to the road on the selected site. The
trees, which look very healthy, are surrounded by guards, and a name plate ... is affixed to each.
Most of the guards were decorated by friends and relatives with patriotic flags, regimental colors,
and in the case of fallen soldiers, with suitable emblems of mourning.'
In time, many trees died and were replaced by elms. Seventy-six years later, on 17 September
1995, members of the Newstead community held another working bee to replace nine trees with
cut-leaf planes donated by Mount Alexander Shire Council. Within five years, however, seven of
these trees had also died or been stolen.
REFERENCES:
Castlemaine Mail, 22 September 1995, p. 13.
Newstead and Maldon Echo, 25 June 1919, 9 July 1919, 16 July 1919, 23 July 1919, 27 August
1919, 10 September 1919, 24 September 1919, 22 October 1919.
Newstead and District Historical Society Files: 'Newstead War Memorials'; and
'Rowe' (biographical notes about Edward Arthur Rowe, 1860-1933).
Parsons, Max, and Trigellis-Smith, Syd (comps), War Memorials of Victoria: a pictorial record
(Melbourne: Returned & Services League (Vic. branch), 1994), p. 142.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
St. Anne's Catholic Church, Simpson Street, Newstead, is architecturally significant at a
LOCAL level. It demonstrates original design qualities of a Federation Carpenter Gothic style.
These qualities include the steeply pitched gable roof form, together with a minor porch gable
that projects from the main gable end. Other intact qualities include the horizontal
weatherboard wall cladding, lapped galvanised corrugated iron roof cladding, remnants of the
two timber crosses at the apex of the main gable ends, decorative gable infill (timber battening
and roughcast panelling), oculus windows, timber framed pointed windows, timber entrance
door, and the projecting apse at the rear.
St. Anne's Catholic Church and site, Simpson Street, Newstead, are historically significant at a
LOCAL level. The site is associated with the development of both the Newstead Church of
England in the 19th century, and the St. Anne's Catholic Church from 1910. The Church
building is also associated with the Melbourne architects, Kempson and Connolly.
St. Anne's Catholic Church is socially significant at a LOCAL level. It is recognised and
highly valued by the Newstead community for religious reasons.
Overall, St. Anne's Catholic Church and site are of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The timber church building is set on a large, grassed site, having some substantial gum trees at the
rear. The site is bound by an inappropriate Colorbond deck fence at the front, and a tubular steel
and cyclone wire fence at the rear.
The horizontal weatherboard Federation Carpenter Gothic styled church building is characterised
by a steeply pitched gable roof form, together with a minor porch gable that projects from the main
gable end. These roof forms are clad in lapped galvanised corrugated iron. Two timber crosses
(with some components missing) adorn the roofline and are in poor condition. Of particular
distinction is the decorative gable infill (timber battening and roughcast panelling) in both the
main and porch gables. An original oculus window is another distinctive feature. Three timber
framed pointed windows are situated on both longitudinal elevations, while a timber door marks
the entrance at the side of the porch gable. The rear gable end features a projecting apse, which
has a galvanised corrugated iron roof and a small oculus window. To one side of the apse is an
inappropriate skillion addition.
Comparative Analysis:
Many Federation Carpenter Gothic churches were constructed throughout rural and regional
Australia at the turn of the century. The form and configuration of the main gable and projecting
porch at St. Anne's Catholic Church has an affinity with St. Paul's Church of England,
Whittington, Geelong, designed by Laird and Barlow in 1898. However, this church does not
share the same decorative gable infill as the Newstead building.
HISTORY:
Catholics came to Victoria in the early 19th century confident of their place in colonial society.
Catholic Emancipation in 1829 had removed most of their civil disabilities and Bourke's Church
Act of 1836 gave them religious equality in Australia. Their confidence and ambition were
reflected in many of the churches they built in Victoria in the 19th century.
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However, it was not until the early 20th century that a permanent Catholic church was erected in
Newstead, on a site near the Railway Station. This allotment was originally the site of the local
Church of England vicarage. In July 1910, amid considerable interest in Newstead, the house was
relocated using Jim Wattie's traction engine hitched to a jinker on which the building was hoisted.
The former vicarage spent the night in the street in front of the Newstead hotel during the
relocation, because of a breakage with the tongue of the wagon.
Even before the site was cleared, the architects for the design of a new Catholic Church, Kempson
and Connolly of Melbourne, called tenders for the construction of the building in June 1910. On
10 August, the Echo announced that the tender had been awarded to Cox and Webber and a start
on the construction was made in September 1910. Work on the building progressed slowly,
however, and in November the Echo reported that this was due to the brisk activity in the building
trade in the area. Although the Echo further reported in December 1910 that building works were
'rapidly nearing completion', it was not until 23 April 1911 that St. Anne's Church was opened.
The opening service was conducted by Dean Heagarty (who 'preached a powerful and impressive
sermon') and the Rev. Father O'Rielly. The total cost of the construction had amounted to
£419/18/2, with the altar being the gift of M. Holden; the chalice donated by Mr. O'Connor and the
book stand a gift of Mr. Guinness.
REFERENCES:
The Echo, 29 June 1910; 13 July 1910; 3 August 1910, 10 August 1910; 14 September 1910; 14
September 1910; 2 November 1910, 14 December 1910; 12 April 1911; 26 April 1911.
Mount Alexander Mail, 29 June 1910.
D. Rowe, 'Architecture of Geelong 1860-1900', B. Arch. Thesis, Deakin University, 1991.
M. Lewis (ed.), Victorian Architecture: Their origins, their story & their architecture.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Former Newstead Co-Operative Butter Factory, Tivey Street, Newstead, is architecturally
significant at a LOCAL level. It demonstrates original design qualities of an early twentieth
century commercial style. These qualities include the simply articulated parapetted front facade
with rendered name panel. Other intact qualities include the face brick walls, brick pilasters
articulating the face, rendered opening heads, brick chimneys, original timber entry doors,
timber framed windows and cantilever verandah.
Former Newstead Co-Operative Butter Factory, Tivey Street, Newstead, is historically
significant at a LOCAL level. The butter factory was a major source of income for the district
farmers and provided work within the township from 1919 until 1975. It is also an example of
local people working co-operatively to increase economic growth within the community.
Overall, the Former Newstead Co-Operative Butter Factory, Tivey Street, Newstead is of
LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The Newstead Butter Factory building consists of the 1919/1920 two storey red brick building at
the north with a later painted brick addition to the south and a timber wing adjoining this section.
The two storey brick structure is substantially intact and consists of a parapetted facade which
screens interlocking gable roof forms. The original brick chimneys still stand. The facade is of
face red brick with a rendered name panel in the parapet. The parapet has an arched central
section containing the name plate. The name plate contains a recessed section with raised lettering
"NEWSTEAD CO-OPERATIVE BUTTER FACTORY". The facade is defined by two pilasters
of brick which mark either edge and rise through the parapet. The parapet is capped by a band of
corbelled bricks supported on single corbelled bricks which read as brackets. Similar brick
pilasters mark out the facade into three panels with the inner pilasters stopping below the name
panel. The central panel of the upper storey is a pair of timber framed double hung windows with
a wide rendered window head. In the side panels at the upper storey are recessed panels with
rendered heads to balance the central windows. There is a cantilever verandah across the facade,
supported on large rendered cantilevered beams. On the ground floor there is a delivery door in
the south side panel, an opening to one side of the central panel; this was originally a window but
has been altered to a doorway with glazed door. The north panel contains a timber double hung
window with a rendered window head. The north elevation contains a series of timber framed
windows which are all original.
To the south of the main building is a painted brick addition also with a parapetted front which is
slightly lower than the main building. The parapet has a rectangular name panel rising above the
parapet. The parapet is finished in a matching manner to the main building with a band of
corbelled bricks supported on single brick brackets. The building also imitates the main building
by having defining brick pilasters at each side. The only opening is in the centre of the building
where there is a pair of timber framed windows. Further south is a lower building with a parallel
gable roof which has eaves supported on exposed rafters. The roof is clad in corrugated metal.
This would appear to be similar in date to the central building as the windows are very similar.
There are three pairs of timber framed windows with each window bay marked by a brick pilaster.
HISTORY:
A creamery operated in Newstead from 1893 on the other side of the river from this site. The
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger

Shire of Mount Alexander: Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead, 2000

PLACE:

Former Newstead Co-Operative Butter Factory

ADDRESS: 02-04 Tivey Street, Newstead
OTHER NAME/S: Newstead Winery, Oz Candles

Place No:
ND/83
31 May 2004

equipment had been purchased from Mr. J.C. House at Sandon. The creamery operated until 1896
when production was affected by drought and the creamery closed. In 1899 the Mount Alexander
Mail reported that: "A start will shortly be made with the Newstead Creamery and Butter Factory,
which has been taken over by a new firm."
Frederick Nomens proposed a co-operative factory for Newstead. His idea lay moribund until
1904 when a farmer decided to establish his own factory. Nomens' proposal was revived in the
Newstead Co-operative Butter and Cheese Factory Co. Ltd that issued 2,000 shares at £1 each.
In November 1904, the Mount Alexander Mail reported: "A meeting of the Newstead Co-operative
Butter and Cheese Factory was held in the Mechanics' Hall on Saturday night. The principal
business before the meeting was the perusal of plans submitted by Wm. Kerr, architect, for the
erection of the building...The site, which has been purchased from Mr. Brebner, is a piece of land
in close proximity to the railway station, which will be convenient to suppliers from various parts
of the district..."
In February 1905 the paper reported: The Butter Factory is in course of erection and when
completed should greatly enhance the prosperity of the district." In March the paper reported that
"Rapid progress is being made with the erection of the Butter Factory, which will be completed
next month." The factory began production on 17 June 1905. Early photographs show this to be a
freestanding weatherboard building of intersecting gable roofs with a two storey section in front of
a large shed type structure. This has been subsequently demolished and replaced.
In July 1907 The Mount Alexander Mail printed an article on Castlemaine and District Industries
which featured a review of the first 2 years of operation. The Factory commenced operation in
June 1905. The report stated: "Tenders were called for the erection of the necessary buildings and
the supply and erection of machinery under the able supervision of Mr. Robert [sic] Kerr, architect
of Flinders-street, Melbourne. The successful tenderers were:- Buildings, Mr. J. Johnstone, South
Yarra; boiler and engine; Messrs Counsel Bros. North Melbourne; refrigerator etc. Messrs Humble
and Sons, Geelong." The article also stated that a new churn and large butter worker were to be
installed and the buildings were to be enlarged in the near future. A photograph of the opening of
the Butter Factory appeared in The Weekly Times of 2 December 1905.
The company supplied local markets as well as exporting overseas. The government freezing
works classified Newstead butter 'superfine' and first class. In London, after the company exported
115,750 lbs, it was judged 'very fine quality butter indeed'. The factory developed a reputation for
fair dealing and good prices. By July 1907 the number of suppliers increased to 410, some from as
far away as Donald and Birchip. The steady increase in production over two years wore out the
machinery, so the directors installed new and larger plant and output increased from nine to fifteen
tons a week. Even at this rate the company supplied less than a fifth of its orders. Its future
prospects appeared bright with the promise of 'unlimited expansion' in exports to Britain.
Newstead prospered. Suppliers were paid fortnightly so they had ready cash to spend. Land values
increased. On Park Hill estate, land that cost £9 15s an acre in 1902 was worth more than £20 an
acre five years later and the rise was attributed to the butter factory. The Echo wrote in January
1907: "Our butter factory is earning so much money that the directors seem at a loss what to do
with it. Previously we looked to the mines to make things [move], but they have been a dead
letter. The butter factory has been the mainstay of the town and district without doubt. Close on
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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£20,000 has been paid during the past six months to dairymen and trade in a good many branches
in the town has felt its beneficent influence. There is hardly a house vacant at present and soon we
will see a new brick Methodist church and a brick shire hall in course of erection."
Even in the 1908 drought, that halved dairy herds and the butter factory's profits, the directors paid
shareholders a dividend of 6 per cent, a bonus of £10 to employees and £96 to suppliers.
On 9th July 1919 the Butter Factory advertised in The Newstead and Maldon Echo: "The
Newstead Butter Factory invites tenders for Building New Factory Additions. Plans and
specifications at office." On July 23, the paper reported that "tenders were received for alterations
and additions to the present building. The new factory, which is to be brick, is to be erected on
modern lines." This is the existing two storey brick northern section of the existing building. The
earlier timber building had been immediately to the south. In August 1920 a polished granite
Honour Roll of employees who served in World War 1 was unveiled at the factory. It would
appear that the timber building was replaced in the 1920s or 30s as a photograph held by the
Newstead and District Historical Society shows the building in similar form to how it exists today
with an early model car in front.
Farmers gradually reduced their dairy herds in the late 1940s in favour of beef cattle. In 1965, the
factory won the Victoria Shield by topping its section, Butter Class 9, against Longwarry and
Trafalgar. The number of suppliers continued to fall and in 1967 the amount of butter fat supplied
was three per cent less than when the factory opened. Production ceased in 1975 and the building
became a depot.
The building was sold in 1982. From 1987 it was used for the manufacture of candles and
warehousing for fragrant pots etc. In the 1990s the building was also used for wine sales of local
producers.
REFERENCES:
Phil Taylor, 'Environmental History', Shire of Newstead Heritage Study Part 1, December 1998,
pp. 59-60
Photographs held at the Newstead and District Historical Society.
The Mount Alexander Mail 5/9/1893, 3/10/1893, 1/8/1899, 6/9/1899. 29/11/1904, 7/2/1905,
7/3/1905, 21/3/1905, 18/7/1907,
The Newstead & Maldon Echo, 9/7/1919, 23/7/1919, 27/8/1919, 8/10/1919, 11/2/1920, 25/8/1920
The Weekly Times 2/12/1905, p.12
National Trust of Australia (Victoria) file No. 6368 including information collected for Industrial
History project by Dr. Jan Penney
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former Butter Factory Manager's residence, 6 Tivey Street, Newstead is of historic and
aesthetic significance at a CONTRIBUTORY level in the Newstead West precinct. Although
altered the building retains some qualities if a characteristic late Victorian house. These
qualities include its hipped M form roof clad in corrugated steel, the straight pitched return
verandah, central four panelled entry door, and double hung timber windows. The building
contributes historically to the nearby Butter Factory by its relationship as the manager's
residence.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
This house was the residence of the manager of the nearby butter factory. The last manager of the
butter factory who lived here was Mr. Ron McBain.
REFERENCES:
Newstead Community Consultation
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The brick house, Tivey Street, Newstead is of aesthetic significance at a CONTRIBUTORY
level in the Newstead West precinct. Although altered the building retains some qualities if a
characteristic early twentieth century house. These qualities include its steeply pitched hipped
form roof clad in corrugated steel, the straight pitched return verandah, timber verandah posts
with fretwork timber brackets, brick walls (now painted), central four panelled entry door, and
double hung timber windows.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
Little is known of the origins of this house. In the 1920s it was occupied by the Atkins family. In
the 1940s and 1950s is was owned by F. Dodson, W (Bill) Buller and Wally Buller.
REFERENCES:
Newstead Community Consultation
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The site containing the river red gum tree and memorial marker, on the roadside verge of Tivey
Street near the former Newstead Butter Factory, Newstead, is aesthetically significant at a
LOCAL level. It forms an important cultural landscape in the township of Newstead and is
particularly dominated by the large river red gum tree.
The site containing the river red gum tree and memorial marker, on the roadside verge of Tivey
Street near the former Newstead Butter Factory, Newstead, is historically significant at a
LOCAL level. It is associated with the earliest religious activities in Newstead from the mid
19th century.
The site containing the river red gum tree and memorial marker, on the roadside verge of Tivey
Street near the former Newstead Butter Factory, Newstead, is socially significant at a LOCAL
level. The site is recognised by the Newstead community for religious and educational reasons,
as the site of the earliest church services and as a physical commemoration of 100 years of
education in the district.
Overall, the site containing the river red gum tree and memorial marker, on the roadside verge
of Tivey Street near the former Newstead Butter Factory, Newstead, is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The site contains a plaque on a granite memorial marker beside a large River Red Gum tree on the
roadside verge of Tivey Street near the former Newstead Butter Factory, Newstead.
The granite marker contains a plaque that reads:
'This plaque commemorates Education in this area from 1857, the Centenary of the Newstead
Primary School No. 452 in October 1877 and the first combined church services of the Newstead
district held on this site in 1837 [sic]. Presented by the Australian Natives' Association in Honour
of the Pioneers of this district.'
The River Red Gum tree was assessed by the National Trust (Victoria) in May 1982 as having an
estimated age of 400 years. The height of the tree at that time was assessed by the Trust to be 26
metres, the spread 23 metres, and the circumference 6.3 metres.
HISTORY:
According to the Echo quoting a Mr. Brebner on 10 April 1907 '… the first religious services were held in the open-air, under large gum-trees that still stand
almost opposite the butter factory, and in front of Mr. W. Atkin's residence. The preacher was Mr.
Blackwell (Congregationalist), at that time manager of the savings bank at Castlemaine.'
The exact date of this event appears to be unknown. It is stated on the memorial plaque that 1837
was the year in which the first combined church services in the Newstead district were held but it
likely that this date was meant to be shown as 1857. However, the National Trust Significant Tree
Register states that the first church services on this site were held in 1854, while the small history
on the Newstead Methodist Church entitled 'A Century of Methodist Witness' (published in the
Echo in September 1960) claims that 'the first Christian service of worship in Newstead was a
united one' and was held in the open air on 15 February 1860.
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The plaque and granite memorial marker appears to have been erected by the Australian Natives'
Association in October 1977 and serves as a memorial to a number of events - the earliest church
service on this site, the establishment of education in the district in 1857, and the centenary of the
Newstead Primary School No. 452.
REFERENCES:
Echo, 10 April 1907.
'Newstead Methodist Church Centenary Celebrations 1860-1960: A Century of Methodist
Witness' - reprint of an article in the Echo, September 1960 located in the 'Back to Newstead,
October 4-6 1968, Souvenir Booklet'. Copy of the Souvenir Booklet held in the 'Back to
Newstead file' at the Newstead & District Historical Society.
National Trust of Australia (Victoria) Significant Tree Register ID 298.
Community Consultation
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in a 'Conservation Desirable' Schedule in the Shire
of Mount Alexander Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead Report.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
This nineteenth century house is of aesthetic and historic significance to Newstead. The
building retains the characteristic nineteenth century qualities of the steeply pitched hipped roof,
brick external chimney, front verandah, central entry door and double hung windows. The
retention of this characteristic house in the farm like setting is desirable. Further research and
assessment may result in the building being of LOCAL architectural and historic significance.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
Little is known of the origins of this building.
REFERENCES:
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PROPERTY DETAILS: Allotment 3 Section 12 Township of Newstead
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
No. 1 Wyndham Street, Newstead is architecturally significant at a LOCAL level. The house
demonstrates many intact design qualities of the late Victorian style. These intact qualities
include the square edged timber weatherboard wall cladding; the hipped M form roof; the
external face brick chimneys with stepped corbelled bands; the hipped, convex form return
verandah supported on cast iron posts with entry gable and decorative timber fretwork sunburst
gable infill, cast iron brackets, droppers and frieze, the doorway with sidelights, the timber
framed and double hung windows.
No. 1 Wyndham Street Street, Newstead is historically significant at a LOCAL level. It is
associated with the late nineteenth or early twentieth century development of the Newstead
district. It is also associated with the Williams family.
Overall, No. 1 Wyndham Street Street, Newstead is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The house is in a garden setting a moderate setback from the street boundary. There is a mature
hedge to one side and mature exotic trees and other plantings. There is currently no fence but a
path leads to the front doorway. The house is a timber late Victorian villa. It has a hipped M form
roof clad in corrugated steel. There are two original unpainted face brick external chimneys; one
on each side of the house. These have simple stepped, corbelled, brick band decoration near the
top. The roof has modest boxed eaves supported along the front elevation by paired decorative
timber brackets. There is a hipped convex curved roof across the front facade. The verandah roof
has a central gable section marking the entry. The gable end has a decorative fretwork sun burst
infill. The verandah is supported on cast iron posts. The central posts are paired due to the
extension marking the gable section of roof. The verandah has decorative cast iron brackets, frieze
and droppers. The house has square edged weatherboard clad walls. There is a central timber
door case with sidelights and a panelled timber door. On either side of the doorway are
symmetrically placed timber framed windows. The building has other timber framed double hung
windows.
HISTORY:
The land on which this house is located Allotment 3 of Section 12 in the Town of Newstead was
granted to W. King in 1860. King sold the property to John King Clarey who sold the property to
Johanna Eliza Williams who appears to have owned the property until her death in October 1952.
The ratebooks show that the ratepayer from 1901 until 1915 was Edward Williams whose
occupation is given as painter. Community consultation indicated that the Edward Williams still
occupied the house in the 1920s. The house was occupied by the Williams family in the years
1940-50.
REFERENCES:
Parish Plan
Shire of Newstead Ratebooks 1901, 1903, 1904, 1907,1911,1914,1915.
Newstead Community Consultation.
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The house in Wyndham Street, Newstead is of aesthetic significance at a LOCAL level in
Newstead. The building demonstrates many qualities of a characteristic house built in the early
twentieth century. These qualities include the steeply pitched hipped roof with intersecting
gables, the bull nosed verandah with timber valence and brackets supported on turned timber
posts, the weatherboard wall cladding, the strapped gable ends, the timber double hung
windows and the pressed metal window hoods.
DESCRIPTION:
The house is sited on a flat site. The building has a combination of hipped and gabled roofs
typical of early twentieth century housing The roof is clad in corrugated steel. There are two tall
brick chimneys with simple corbelled brick bands for decoration (now painted). The house has a
return verandah spanning between the gable roofed wings. The verandah has a bullnosed form
roof clad in corrugated steel. The gable ends have timber strapping with a timber finial. The
verandah has a simple timber valence with timber fretwork brackets supported by turned timber
posts. The walls are clad in square edged weatherboards. The windows are timber double hung
with the windows in the gable end protected by pressed metal window hoods.
HISTORY:
The house was occupied by the Clarke family from the 1930s to 1950s. Occupants included Sam
and Eric Clarke.
REFERENCES:
Newstead Community Consultation.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The original statement of significance read:
The house at 10 Wyndham Street, Newstead is of aesthetic significance at a
CONTRIBUTORY level in the Newstead Commercial precinct. Although altered the building
retains qualities characteristic of a late nineteenth century building and contributes to the
precinct. These qualities include the hipped M form roof clad in corrugated steel, the central
doorway and timber double hung windows. The verandah form is a later though sympathetic
addition.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
This house has been associated with the Elshaug family since the 1940s and 1950s.
REFERENCES:
Newstead Community Consultation - Dot Elshaug.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The brick house (former Methodist Parsonage), Wyndham Street, Newstead, is architecturally
significant at a LOCAL level. It demonstrates some original design qualities of a late
Victorian/rudimentary Federation homestead style. These qualities include the hipped roof
form, together with a concave verandah that projects at the front. Other intact qualities include
the exposed brick wall construction; lapped galvanised corrugated iron roof cladding; two
symmetrically positioned brick chimneys with corbelled tops; narrow eaves; central door piece
having a four panelled single timber door flanked by narrow sidelights; and timber framed,
double hung single windows.
The brick house (former Methodist Parsonage), Wyndham Street, Newstead, is historically
significant at a LOCAL level. It is associated with the development of the Methodist Church in
Newstead from 1903 until at least 1960.
The brick house (former Methodist Parsonage), Wyndham Street, Newstead, is socially
significant at a LOCAL level. Although no longer functioning as a Methodist parsonage, this
brick house is still recognised for its past religious connection.
Overall, the brick house (former Methodist Parsonage), Wyndham Street, Newstead, is of
LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
This site in Wyndham Street, Newstead, is characterised by a brick house having a large front
setback from the street. The front yard is well treed with natives and a gravel track forms the
driveway at the side. The front is bound by an introduced post and wire fence.
The single storey, exposed brick, late Victorian/rudimentary Federation homestead styled house is
characterised by a hipped (M-shaped) roof form, together with a concave verandah that projects at
the front. These roof forms are clad in lapped galvanised corrugated iron. The roof is adorned
with two symmetrically located exposed brick chimneys with corbelled tops. Narrow overhangs
are a feature of the eaves. The main, symmetrical entrance is identified by a central door piece
having a four panelled single timber door flanked by narrow sidelights. Two timber framed,
double hung single windows are situated either side of the doorway. Towards the rear of the house
appears to be a recent skillion verandah, possibly projecting from an introduced rear addition.
HISTORY:
Methodism was introduced in the Port Phillip District by the Wesleyan Methodists in 1838. The
Wesleyans were particularly active after the onset of the gold rush in 1851, in Fryerstown, as well
as in other areas such as Spring Gully, Donkey Gully, Green Gully, Welshmans Reef and at
Strangways.
Interestingly, Newstead was unique in that no Wesleyan Church was built in the town, and no
Methodist minister was stationed there until the amalgamation of the Wesleyans and the Primitive
Methodists in 1903. This amalgamation led to the need for a parsonage at Newstead to
accommodate the first resident minister to the town. This site and the neighbouring Church site
were donated by D. Johnson. In December, 1902, tenders were called for materials and labour for
the construction of the Methodist Parsonage. The plans and specifications could be inspected at
the home of Mr. G.H. Jones, Newstead. The original tender amounted to £364/0/10, but a
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reduction in the specifications reduced the cost to £350. The Parsonage is said to have been
opened on 4 June
1903. Only three years later, alterations appear to have been carried out. This Parsonage was the
Methodist Minister's residence for many years until c.1960, when a new parsonage was
constructed.
REFERENCES:
Mount Alexander Mail, 17 December, 1902.
Echo, 4 June 1903; 9 January 1907; 5 June 1907.
'Newstead Methodist Church Centenary Celebrations 1860-1960', 'Back to Newstead file',
Newstead & District Historical Society.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former Shire Hall, Wyndham Street, Newstead, is architecturally significant at a LOCAL
level. It remains substantially intact, demonstrating domestic-like Edwardian design qualities,
unusual for a Shire Hall building. These qualities include the gable roof form that traverses the
site, together with a gable that projects towards the street frontage. Other intact qualities
include the unpainted red brick construction; lapped galvanised corrugated iron roof cladding;
two unpainted brick chimneys having rendered corbelled tops with terra cotta pots; wide eaves
with exposed timber rafters; timber framed double hung windows; timber framed door piece
having a timber and glazed door with side and highlights; and the decorative features including
the encircling darker toned brick stringcourses, flat arched window and door voussoirs and the
gable infill (timber battening and roughcast panelling).
The former Shire Hall, Wyndham Street, Newstead, is historically significant at a LOCAL
level. It is associated with the development of the former Shire of Newstead and has
importance as its administrative centre from 1907 until 1968.
The former Shire Hall, Wyndham Street, Newstead, is socially significant at a LOCAL level.
Although no longer used for its original function, the building is still recognised and valued by
the Newstead community for its former municipal purpose.
Overall, the former Shire Hall, Wyndham Street, Newstead, is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The site is comprised of a brick hall building surrounded by open grassed space with a few exotic
trees and shrubs nearby. The front garden has been substantially planted with native trees and
shrubs prior to 2011.
The single storey, asymmetrical, unpainted brick, domestic-like Edwardian styled hall building is
characterised by a gable roof form that traverses the site, together with a gable that projects
towards the street frontage. These roof forms are clad in lapped galvanised corrugated iron. Two
early, unpainted brick chimneys having rendered corbelled tops with terra cotta pots adorn the
roofline. Wide overhangs and exposed timber rafters are a feature of the eaves. The timber
framed double hung windows are early, as is the timber framed doorpiece, having a timber and
glazed door with side and highlights. Early decorative features of the design include the encircling
darker toned brick stringcourses, flat arched window and door voussoirs and the gable infill
(timber battening and roughcast panelling).
Solar panels have been added to the north face of the roof prior to 2011.
HISTORY:
It is believed the first local government building in Newstead was a small structure erected by the
Newstead Roads Board, which was constituted in October 1860. A contract for a boardroom was
let to R. Jennings in 1862 for £124 17s 6d; it opened in 1863.
The boardroom must have proved inadequate, for the Newstead Shire moved to the former Church
of England, built c1870, in later years. The building was described by the Castlemaine Leader in
1874 as:
'a small unpretending [sic] brick cottage…but those who manage the shire's finances wisely
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determine that it is better to spend all the money they can at present on making roads and leave a
new shire hall to erect itself when the funds are more flourishing.'
A site for a Shire Hall and Offices was gazetted in 1894, however tenders for the building were not
received until April 1907. The Hall was designed by Mr. William Gore, the Council's engineer.
The contractor, D. M. Borland, and the stonemason, W. R. Redfearn, erected the main building
and committee room from Melbourne red brick for the sum of £662 (including the land and fence).
The Newstead and Maldon Echo duly reported the opening of the new Shire Hall - an event that
occurred 'without ceremony'. The building was described thus:
'[It] is a new departure from ordinary public erections, being like a villa residence with a gable
end. The roofs overlap, and the ends near the roof are cemented with rubble and painted, setting
off in a great degree the general appearance of the building, which is of brick, and each room is
well lighted by windows on the north and west sides, and ventilators [sic] are let into all the walls.
The council chamber is on the north side, and is 24 ft by 18 ft. The engineer's and secretary's office
face west, and is 17 ft 9 inches by 16 ft. A lobby into which the front door opens is 8 ft square,
which will be used for records. The whole of the rooms have a dado of cement plaster, which will
take some time to dry, and will then be painted. Above, the walls are plastered and painted white.
The ceilings are of stamped and embossed iron, painted cream, and is very pretty, and the hall was
found much more comfortable and snug than the old hall.'
New municipal offices were opened at Newstead by Hon. F. J. Granter, MLC in 1968. Built at a
cost of $35,000, the building's area of 24 squares contained a large Council chamber, secretary's,
engineer's, and general office, ladies and gents cloak rooms, and a tea room. The new offices were
built by Brown and Sons of Ballarat and designed by architect L. H. Vernon and Associates of
Ballarat.
The former Shire Hall is now used as a private residence.
REFERENCES:
'Back to Newstead October 4 - 6 1968 Souvenir Booklet', p. 29 - copy held by Newstead and
District Historical Society in 'Back to Newstead' File.
Castlemaine Leader, 31 October 1874
Newstead and Maldon Echo, 5 June, 17 April &18 September 1907.
Submission to Mount Alexander Shire 2011.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former Shire Secretaries' House 23 Wyndham Street, cnr Canrobert Streets, Newstead is
architecturally significant at a LOCAL level. This single-storey weatherboard house, with
main hipped roof form and bullnosed hipped verandah, was probably built between 1902 and
1908. It appears to be substantially intact and demonstrates original design qualities of a late
Victorian vernacular style. These qualities include the hipped M form roof that traverses the
site. Other intact qualities include the fake timber ashlar cladding to the facade, horizontal
weatherboard wall construction; galvanised corrugated iron roof cladding; narrow eaves
supported on paired brackets; brick chimney with corbelled tops; timber framed double hung
windows, particularly the front tripartite windows; central doorway with sidelights; hip-roofed
bull nosed verandah with cast iron frieze and brackets. The open grassed setting on the corner
allotment also makes a contribution to the significance of the place. The house also contributes
to the character of the Newstead township, which has a predominance of 19th and early 20th
century buildings.
The former Shire Secretaries' House 23 Wyndham Street, cnr Canrobert Streets, Newstead, is
historically significant at a LOCAL level. It is associated with the Shire of Newstead as it was
the Shire owned residence of the Shire secretary from the 1900s until the 1940s.
Overall the former Shire Secretaries' House 23 Wyndham Street, cnr Canrobert Streets,
Newstead, is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The site is characterised by a weatherboard house that is set well back from both street frontages in
an open grassed site.
This house is a single storey, late Victorian vernacular building. The house has an M form roof
plan. The roof forms are clad in galvanised corrugated iron. Narrow overhangs supported on
paired brackets are a feature of the eaves. An early brick chimney with corbelled top adorns the
roofline. The front facade features timber marked in blocks to represent ashlar cladding to the front
facade. There are horizontal weatherboard side and rear walls. Two symmetrical, timber framed,
tripartite, double hung windows under the front verandah appear to be original, with a centrally
located door with sidelights. The hip-roofed bull nosed verandah is has a cast iron brackets and
frieze.
HISTORY:
The land on which this weatherboard house is located (Allotment 6 of Section 14, Township of
Newstead) was granted to Lovell Langslow in June 1861. Langslow also purchased the other
seven allotments in Section 14 at the same time, giving him ownership of the entire section, which
was almost 4 acres in size. The land in Section 14 appears to have remained vacant throughout the
19th century and in the continued ownership of the Langslow family. In January 1902, the
forthcoming sale of 'valuable Newstead properties', described as 'unsurpassed for subdivision into
building lots', was advertised by the executors of Mrs. A.J. Langslow. The land advertised as Lot
4 encompassed Allotments 1 to 7 inclusive in Section 14 (for some reason allotment 8 on the
corner of Lyons and Codrington Streets was not put up for sale - it may have been previously
sold).
It has not been established who purchased any or all of these allotments but a D. Johnson is said to
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have donated the land on which the former Methodist Parsonage was erected in 1903 (part of
allotments 2 and 3) to the Methodist church. The church itself was erected on Allotment 1 of
Section 14 in 1907. D. Johnson is also said to have owned Allotment 6 before it was purchased by
the Newstead Shire. It was used as the residence of the Shire Secretary for many decades and is
located adjacent to the former Newstead Shire Hall, which was erected in 1907. The present house
may have been erected around the same time for use as the residence of the Shire Secretary, or
may have been erected a few years earlier and purchased by the Shire for that purpose.
Shire Secretaries who are known to have lived in this house were Hutchinson around the 1920s,
and Stan Hauser around the 1930s and early 1940s. In the 1940s the house was purchased by H.H.
Williamson.
REFERENCES:
Community Consultations - 26 July 2000 and 23 October 2000
Parish Plan - Township of Newstead.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The weatherboard house, Corner of Wyndham and Canrobert Streets, Newstead is
architecturally significant at a LOCAL level. It appears to be substantially intact and
demonstrates original design qualities of a late Victorian vernacular style. These qualities
include the hipped M form roof that traverses the site. Other intact qualities include the
horizontal weatherboard wall construction; galvanised corrugated iron roof cladding; narrow
eaves supported on paired brackets; two brick chimneys with corbelled tops and chimney pots;
timber framed double hung windows, particularly the front tripartite windows; central doorway;
hip-roofed bull nosed verandah supported on turned timber posts with fretwork timber brackets
and frieze of simple vertical timbers. The open grassed setting on the corner allotment also
makes a contribution to the significance of the place. The house also contributes to the
character of the Newstead township, which has a predominance of 19th and early 20th century
buildings.
The weatherboard house, Corner of Wyndham and Canrobert Streets, Newstead, is historically
significant at a LOCAL level. It is associated with the Barkla family who settled in the nearby
Strangways district in the 1850s
Overall the weatherboard house, Corner of Wyndham and Canrobert Streets, Newstead, is of
LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The site is characterised by a weatherboard house that is set well back from both street frontages in
an open grassed site which slopes up into a tree covered hill at the rear.
This house is a single storey, horizontal weatherboard, late Victorian vernacular building. The
house has an M form roof plan with a side intersecting the main roof. The roof forms are clad in
galvanised corrugated iron. Narrow overhangs supported on paired brackets are a feature of the
eaves. Two early brick chimneys with corbelled tops and chimney pots adorn the roofline. Two
symmetrical, timber framed, tripartite, double hung windows under the front verandah appear to be
original, with a centrally located door. The hip-roofed bull nosed verandah is supported on turned
timber posts with fretwork timber brackets and a frieze of simple vertical timbers. Part of the side
of one verandah has been infilled at a later date.
HISTORY:
The land on which this weatherboard house is located (Allotment 1 of Section 27, Township of
Newstead) was granted to a Richard Barkla in July 1911. The property was first described in the
1912 Newstead Shire Rate Book (rates made November 1911) as comprising 1 acre of land
belonging to Richard Barkla. The next year (rates made November 1912) the description 'house'
has been added, so it would appear that the present building was erected some time in 1912.
Richard Barkla's occupation is not described in these or subsequent rate books (the last available
book is for the rates made November 1915) but it may be that he was retired. He was the son of
Richard Barkla senior, who was born in Wendron, Cornwall in 1807. Richard Barkla junior was
the eldest son and he was born in 1836, also in Wendron, Cornwall. The Barkla family (Richard
Barkla senior, his wife Catherine, and their first seven children) arrived in Australia in 1852 and
moved to Forest Creek, to the part later known as Wesley Hill, and now part of the Castlemaine
township. From here, Richard senior and his son, Richard junior, are said to have been engaged in
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transporting supplies from Melbourne to the Forest Creek diggings by horse and dray. Richard
senior and his family moved to Newstead in late 1857 and selected land facing the present day
Barkla Street on the outskirts of the Newstead township. They called the property 'Penrose' and it
is still known by that name to this day. Richard Barkla senior died in 1897.
Richard Barkla junior married Fanny Turvey, who was from a local Strangways family, bought a
property called 'Frogmore' at Moolort and farmed there for many years. He later moved a few
miles away to a mining area known then as Moolort North where he and his wife, along with their
five daughters and one son, ran a store to service the then flourishing mining town. The two main
deep lead mining companies in the area closed in 1909, and the store is said to have burnt down,
so Richard Barkla junior and his family later moved to Newstead. This is probably why the
present house was built, and it may have been called 'Wendron' after Richard's birthplace. Richard
Barkla junior died in 1919, and it has not been established how long any other members of the
Barkla family lived in or owned this house.
By the 1940s, the house was owned by Albert (Bert) Thompson. He appears to have lived there
for many years.
REFERENCES:
PROV VPRS 11933/P2, Unit 2 (1874-1879), and Units 30-36 (1911-1916) - Rate Books of
Newstead Shire (North Riding).
Harold C. Barkla, The Barkla Families from Cornwall, self published, 1978. (Copy held by
Newstead and District Historical Society)
David Bannear, Historic Mining Sites in the Maldon Mining Division, Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources North West Area, May 1993, p.22.
Community Consultation - 23 October 2000
Parish Plan - Township of Newstead
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