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Policy Category: Planning 

Title: Heritage Conservation Policy 

Adoption Method: �  CEO ⌧  Council Date Adopted: 27 November 2007 

Review Period: ⌧  Annually �  Other    Date Last 
Reviewed: 

 

Responsible Officer: Manager Sustainable Development Next Review 
Date: 

 

CEO Signature:  Date: 27 November 2007 

Purpose / Objective: 

To make clear to the community and Council officers Council’s commitment to preserve, enhance and 
promote the heritage significance of the Shire, and to show how this will be pursued. 
 
Who is Affected by this Policy? 

Shire residents, visitors, businesses, Councillors and Council staff. 
 
Background / Reasons for Policy:  

The Shire is acknowledged to be a place of great heritage significance. The aboriginal heritage is now 
becoming better known and promoted by the traditional custodians in cooperation with state and local 
government. The gold diggings (Castlemaine Diggings National Heritage Park) have state and national 
heritage listing and a world heritage nomination is being prepared. The Shire’s distinctive character comes 
from the topography, remnant and regenerating bushland, cultural landscapes of the gold rush and 
agricultural settlement, and the many intact early buildings and streetscapes of the towns and villages. 
This heritage character is appreciated by established residents and increasingly attracts new residents and 
visitors, thus supporting a wide range of businesses in the Shire. Council’s support for preservation and 
promotion of the Shire’s heritage should be expressed clearly in as many forums as possible, including its 
own policies. 
 
Scope:  

This policy will guide Council in allocating resources and undertaking actions to identify, preserve and 
promote the Shire’s heritage in cooperation with other agencies, organisations and the community. 
 
Policy Content: 

To increase knowledge of the Shire’s heritage assets, enhance community understanding of them, protect 
them and support their sustainable use, Council will: 

1) Continue with heritage studies needed to identify heritage assets so that they can be listed and 
protected under heritage and planning legislation. 
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2) Continue to engage a Heritage Adviser to provide pre-application advice to property owners, to 
comment on permit applications for heritage places and advise and assist with heritage studies and 
other heritage related matters. 

3) Maintain a Heritage Advisory Board to assist and advise Council on heritage related matters. 
4) Ensure that works on Council assets and Shire infrastructure comply with heritage principles, do not 

impair heritage significance, and are seen to be exemplary. 
5) Prepare and issue guidelines for owners of heritage places to increase awareness and encourage 

use and works which will maintain heritage character and significance. 
6) Provide assistance to owners of heritage properties through a Heritage Support Fund to encourage 

maintenance, restoration and use in accordance with professional practice. 
7) Ensure that both staff responsible for managing heritage assets or works affecting heritage places 

(eg: Engineers, Buildings Officer and Recreation Officer) and staff responsible for planning and 
building permit assessment are well informed about heritage issues in the Shire and are pro-active in 
identifying heritage aspects in planning and building applications. New development should 
complement identified heritage assets. 

8) Raise community awareness of the nature and significance of the Shire’s heritage assets by 
supporting an annual Heritage Festival, and other means such as columns in the local press, public 
meetings and seminars, and awards for heritage conservation. 

9) Where breaches of the Planning Scheme are identified commence a process of investigation and 
negotiation in order to achieve compliance with the Mount Alexander Scheme.    

 
Definitions: 

See Burra Charter, Article 1, Definitions 

Related Policies: 

Nil 

Related Legislation: 

Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Commonwealth) 
Heritage Act 1995  
Native Title Act 1993 (Commonwealth) 
Planning and Environment Act 1987 
Public Records Act 1973 
 
References: 

Australia ICOMOS Burra Charter 1999 
Mount Alexander Planning Scheme 
National Trust Register 
Mount Alexander Shire Council Plan 2006-2010  
Victoria¹s Heritage: Strengthening Our Communities 2006 
 
 
 


