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Friends of Lolotoe (Timor-Leste) Inc. 

Statement of Purpose 
Membership of the Friends of Lolotoe (Timor-Leste) Inc. (FOL) is open to all interested residents of the Mount 

Alexander Shire and surrounding districts.  The purpose of the organization is to promote friendship between the 

peoples of the sub-district of Lolotoe (Timor-Leste) and Mount Alexander Shire (Central Victoria, Australia).  This 

will be achieved through: 

 Working together to respond to the aspirations of the people of Lolotoe to build local democracy and a 
sustainable future  

 Basing all our activities on the principles of mutual respect, cooperation and local decision making 

 Ensuring that our efforts are directed towards achieving the goals that the people of Lolotoe have set for 
their own community 

 Ensuring that our projects take account of the capacity of our communities to resource and sustain them 

 Improving the level of understanding between our communities. 
 

A full version of the Friendship Agreement can be found on our webpage: 

www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au → Community Life→Timor Leste Friendship Group 

 
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Marion Oakley 

Friends of Lolotoe is now five years old. Together with our community partnerships we have achieved 

much in that short time. In response to the proposals put forward by the Lolotoe community, we have 

established a Scholarship Program for Lolotoe students; funded small building projects for the Lolotoe 

community; provided educational materials, beanies, blankets and bags; made annual visits to 

Lolotoe and included their stories in our newsletter.  

To achieve these outcomes we have had to work very hard in promoting the Friends of Lolotoe to our 

local communities. We have done this by staging successful public events; establishing partnerships 

with local schools and other community groups; developing a good working relationship with the Shire 

council; establishing a rapport with local and regional media; maintaining friendship links with other 

East Timorese friendship groups and organisations; and gaining new friends and supporters through 

our newsletter and events. The goals we set ourselves five years ago have been realised. So what will 

the next five years and beyond bring?  

Responding to the needs of the Lolotoe community will remain paramount as it is embodied in the 

Friendship Agreement between our two communities.  Staying focused on this aspect will define how 

we approach our future activities and how we make those activities enjoyable and meaningful for 

both our volunteers and the public. This will require a greater awareness that our success has not 

come about through a flick of fairy dust, but with many hours of hard work and personal sacrifice. 

Discovering new ways of undertaking tasks that maintain our commitment to the Lolotoe community, 

but limit the pressure on a few individuals will be a challenge and responsibility for all of us.  

This annual report is brimming with all the news of the past financial year. Enjoy. 

http://www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au/


ANNUAL TRIP TO EAST TIMOR – LOLOTOE 

COMMUNITY 

 

In November 2012, Catherine Jerome joined me 

for the visit to the Lolotoe community. We met 

with the two Lolotoe community representatives: 

Senor Moniz (sub district administrator) and 

Senor Barros (Principal for Lolotoe Junior 

Secondary School). They presented two 

proposals:  (1) possibility of a study tour for 

Lolotoe community leaders and students to visit 

the Mount Alexander Shire sometime in the 

future; (2) funding assistance to refurbish a 

building for youth centre and guest 

accommodation.  Both proposals were presented to the Friends of Lolotoe committee on return. It was 

decided that the study tour could be incorporated into the proposed Timor Leste Conference and Expo 

to be held in Melbourne in March 2014 and the refurbishment proposal included in the fundraising 

efforts of the Run for East Timor event. 

 

Multi-purpose bags made by the Harcourt CWA were distributed to the women in the Lolotoe 

community to which they expressed their gratitude. A selection of Tetun language books purchased in 

Dili, were also distributed to the primary schools much to the delight of students and teachers. 

We extend our thanks to the Barros family for providing accommodation, to their hospitality, to Senor 

Moniz and to all the members of the Lolotoe community for once again making this a memorable 

experience for everyone. 

 

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM  

Senor Barros reported in April 2013 that seven more secondary school students had been given 

scholarships as well as three university students. We are now funding 14 secondary school students (Yrs 

10 and 11) and three university students. An annual secondary school scholarship which covers 

transport and accommodation is valued at $150 per annum per student and for university students the 

scholarship is $300 per annum. Our current fundraising program ensures that we will be able to achieve 

funding for 21 secondary students and three university students per year.  

 

GRANTS AND NEW PARTNERSHIPS  

Friends of Lolotoe were successful in receiving two community grants – one from the Mount Alexander 

Shire Council ‘Strengthening Community’ grants, and one from the Maldon & District Community Bank 

– both to the value of $1000 to assist the development of the Run for East Timor event to be held in 

September 2013. A private donor also contributed $1000 and Castlemaine Rotary and Castlemaine 

Toyota each contributed $200 towards this event. Our partners, Castlemaine Secondary College VCAL 

unit, and the Hospitality unit will contribute student support for the event. New partners, Chewton 

Primary school children with their new books 
Ames (Lolotoe sub district)  



Primary School saw the children involved with two projects: 

(1) Castlemaine Library display for Timor Leste Restoration of 

Independence Day and (2) the painting of the start banner 

for the Run for East Timor event. My thanks to Catherine 

Jerome for her input, to Principal Ms. Julie Holden and 

teacher, Mr. Scott Purdon for his ongoing interest in the 

Friends of Lolotoe projects.  As a community service, local 

graphic designer, David Jeffries, undertook the website 

development, including logo and poster design, for the Run 

for East Timor event. We are indebted to these individuals 

and organisations for their contributions. 

MOUNT ALEXANDER SHIRE COUNCIL PARTNERSHIP 

This year saw council representation on the Friends of Lolotoe committee and we welcomed Cr. Jessica 

Howard who has been an invaluable participant at our meetings. MASC staff, Aileen Walsh, Claire Baker 

and Barry Palmer have been very supportive this year as we prepared for the Run for East Timor event. 

Brooke Savvy and Carolyn Wallace continue to be excellent liaison persons providing another source of 

representation to council. 

THE FUNDRAISING SCENE   

The International Women’s Day session held in March raised $242 – a garage sale in August $3451 and 

raffle $2072. Our thanks go to Catherine Jerome and Denise Jepson respectively for organizing these 

two events, to our member volunteers for their support and, as always, the community’s support 

including local traders for their donations to the raffle prizes. 

COMMUNITY DONATIONS 

Harcourt CWA women continue to amaze us with their sewing and knitting for the Lolotoe community 

and our thanks to all the women and to Margaret Gaal for her interest and support for initiating this 

project. The women of Lolotoe were especially grateful for the multi-purpose bags – which just goes to 

show you that when it comes to bags, women the world over just can’t resist a good bag for carrying all 

those necessary items, whether it is makeup, or in their case, the vegetables from their local Saturday 

market. Another lot of items were despatched earlier this year and school children will also benefit from 

using these bags. Our thanks to Bernard Tonkin for providing safe passage for these to East Timor. 

GUEST SPEAKERS 

Hannah Loney was our guest speaker at the International Women’s Day evening session. A PHD student, 

Hannah gave an overview of her work which focuses on how the ‘ordinary’ women of East Timor coped 

in their everyday lives during the struggle for their country’s independence. 

Chewton Primary School students working 

on the Run for East Timor Start Banner 



Bernard Tonkin, local Castlemaine resident and liaison person for Friends of Lolotoe whilst residing in 

Dili for the past 4-5 years, was our guest speaker at our AGM in September 2012 and he spoke about the 

friendships and local community life experienced by him and his family during that time. 

At our Christmas break-up, Catherine Jerome gave a presentation on her ‘first’ trip to Lolotoe. Thank 

you to all our guest speakers who help to enrich our understanding of East Timor and its people. 

STAYING IN TOUCH 

Members and their families supported the following events: International Volunteers’ Week; the Boite 

‘Koro Loriko’ Timor Leste music event; METAC (Melbourne East Timorese Association Community) 

monthly dinners; AETA Annual Dinner and VLGA forums. We maintained partnerships with Castlemaine 

Rotary and Castlemaine Secondary College and  local and regional media promoted our fundraising 

events.  

LIBRARY BOOKS 

We have a good selection of books to borrow which cover a vast array of topics on East Timorese 

culture, history, its people, and present day situation. It is disappointing that this free service is not 

utilised more often by members (it is also available to our wider community) as it is an excellent way to 

stay informed about all things East Timor.   

 

My thanks to Vice-President Paul Perry; Secretary Denise Jepson; Treasurer Hans van Gemert and to 

extra committee members: Catherine Jerome, Ruth MacLaren and Elaine Pulleine and to all our 

members, their families and friends who volunteer at our functions – we can’t do it without you!  

On behalf of the Friends of Lolotoe membership, a parting tribute is extended to our retiring Treasurer, 

Hans van Gemert who has been responsible for maintaining financial records from the day we started 

operating in August 2008. We wish him well as he embarks on another ‘financial’ career path. 

To our donors, thank you for your generous contributions to the Lolotoe projects. We, and the Lolotoe 

community, appreciate your kindness and generosity in wanting to be part of the Lolotoe community’s 

aspirations for a better future. 

Although the Run for East Timor and cultural festival event will form part of next year’s annual report, it 

would be remiss not to mention all the hard work of the past 12 months that produced a very successful 

event. To Elaine Pulleine (coordinator) and to all involved – volunteers, partners and sponsors – and to 

everyone who supported us on the day – thank you and well done. 

FORTHCOMING AGM –  

Consumer Affairs Victoria advised all community groups earlier in the year of various changes to the 

Model Rules and the Incorporations Act which we have adopted. All new committee members will 

automatically receive a copy of the Model Rules and the Incorporations Act – a page turner not to be 

missed!  Other members who wish to familiarise themselves with these two documents can request a 

copy from the Secretary.  



Written nominations for office bearers and extra committee members are no longer required. However, 

if you are a financial member and would like to nominate someone to the committee please check with 

them beforehand.  

All executive positions i.e. President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer plus three extra committee 

members are open for nomination. Please consider nominating for one of these roles. 

I would also like someone to consider taking on the position of Media Officer. This is a role that I have 

performed for five years and it is a vital promotional tool for maintaining the group’s public profile and 

place within our local and regional community. The role includes producing the quarterly newsletter, 

media releases for the Shire newsletter, print and television, online submissions for events, and posters. 

If you enjoy writing but are not familiar with the skills associated with these tasks, but would like to give 

it a try, I would be very happy to show you the ropes. This role could be shared between two people. 

Marion Oakley 

President 

 

 MEMBERSHIP REPORT – Catherine  Jerome 

Membership is currently at thirty-three. Membership has remained at ten dollars per individual per 

year. Reminders for ‘Friends of Lolotoe’ membership renewals are sent out in June and due at the end 

of June each year. New members are welcome at any time and we always appreciate people interested 

in working towards supporting this rural Timor-Leste community, either through membership, donation 

or participating in our activities. 

GIFT CARDS REPORT – Catherine Jerome 

92 cards were sold over the past financial year raising $322. Mount 

Alexander Shire Council have selected some of our cards for their 

annual Christmas greeting card. 

In 2013 some new cards depicting images from our trip to Lolotoe in 

Nov 2012 were added to our print run. Images now include children 

at play, daily life activities, vegetable gardens, rural scenes , local 

buildings, Tai weaving and market produce.  

Currently the cards are available at Falkner Gallery Castlemaine, 

Legion Office Works Castlemaine, Cascade Print Gallery Maldon, 

Maldon 50K shop, Forge Yoga Studio Castlemaine and Denise 

Jepson’s Book stall at the Wesley Hill Saturday market.  We are 

grateful to these owners for selling our cards and we would also like to make contact with other possible 

sale venues. Please consider purchasing these cards as an alternative to your normal card sending and 

let us know of any other ‘card ideas’ you might have. 

 

Saturday market day – Opa  

(Lolotoe sub district) 



Friends of Lolotoe (Timor-Leste) Inc. 

Statement of Income and Expenditure for the period 1 July 2012 to 30 June 2013 

Balance at 1/7/12         $ 4,655.57 

Income 

membership       $    290.00 
donations        $ 1,300.65 
sale of cards,cookbooks,coffee     $    450.00 
IWD event       $    242.70 
raffle ticket sales      $ 2,072.60 
garage sale proceeds      $ 3,451.40 
 

Fun Run:  sponsorship $ 1,000.00 
   donation $ 1,000.00 
   Council grant $ 1,000.00 
   total     $ 3,000.00 
total income          $10,807.35 

Expenditure 

Lolotoe Project costs 

 scholarships 2012/2   $ 1,649.89 
 books     $    325.17 
 transport costs   $      90.00  
 ET bank fee reimbursement  $    228.64 
 local bank fee    $      60.00 
 car hire    $    643.27 
 total project cost     $  2,996.97 
admin,postage,incorp.fee     $       64.58 
printing of cards      $     192.06 
raffle expenses      $     123.98 
garage sale expenses      $     248.88 
other fund raising expenses     $       14.95 
donations made, gifts      $       69.95 
ABN application fee      $       90.00 
AETA membership      $       30.00 
advertising       $       51.48 

Fun Run:  web site $   101.76 
   insurance $   650.00 
   hall hire $     95.50 
   total     $     847.26 

total expenditure         $  4,730.11 

Balance at 30/6/13         $10,732.81   

Hans van Gemert, 1 September 2013 

 

FINANCE REPORT – Hans van Gemert  


