
 
 

Forest Street to Forest Creek 
Heritage Assessment Report 

 

Final Report incorporating the changes recommended by the  
Planning Panel for Amendment C60 

May 2016 

 

 
‘Castlemaine from Ten Foot Hill’ (1858) E Stocqueler.  

The Study Area (Pioneers and Old Residents Association, Castlemaine). 

 
Mount Alexander Shire Council 

Based on work undertaken by Mandy Jean and David Moloney 
In collaboration with the Castlemaine Historical Society 

  
Civic Centre 
Corner Lyttleton and Lloyd Streets, Castlemaine 
P.O Box 185 Castlemaine VIC 3450 
t (03) 5471 1700 
e  info@mountalexander.vic.gov.au 
w  www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au

mailto:info@mountalexander.vic.gov.au
http://www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au/


‘Forest Street to Forest Creek’ Heritage Assessment Report:  Mount Alexander Shire Council                 2 
 

Mandy Jean, Architect and David Moloney, Historian  May 2016 version   
 

 Contents          

 

Preface 4 
Executive Summary                                                                                                                                                         5 

 

PART 1 
 

1 Introduction          8 
1.1   The Project Brief          8 
1.2   Study Area          9 
1.3   Structure of this Report       10 
1.4   Heritage Studies and Reports      12 
1.5   Planning         14 
1.6   Aboriginal Significance       22 
1.7   Methodology and Methods      23 

 

2 Recommendations       31 
2.1   Planning Recommendations      31 
2.2   Subsequent Actions by Council      31 
2.3   Further work        32 
 

3 Statement of Significance    33 
 
 

PART 2 
 

4 Heritage Assessment of the Study Area 41 
4.1   Historic Themes         42 

European Vision of Forest Creek and the Landscape    42 
Castlemaine 19th Century Gold Rush Overview    42 
The Significance of the Mount Alexander - Castlemaine Diggings 42 
Castlemaine        43 
Gold Mining        46 
Forest Creek: Channel, Western Reserve and Eastern Reserve 50 
Forest Creek: Realignment, Flooding & Retaining Wall    51 
Flooding and the Retaining Wall     53 
Reserves: Public Purposes      60 
Transport Industry        68 
Early ‘Canvas Town’       68 
Early Roads and Bridges       71 
Circular Road        71 
Road to Campbells Creek      73 
The Flour Mill         75 
Quartz Crushing       77 
Railway Foundry and Workshops     77 
Cobb & Co Workshops       79 
Distillery & Brewery        79 
Coaching, Cars and Buslines : Expansion of Transport Industry 80 
Masonry and Quarrying      89 
Accommodation and Residential Development   95 



‘Forest Street to Forest Creek’ Heritage Assessment Report:  Mount Alexander Shire Council                 3 
 

Mandy Jean, Architect and David Moloney, Historian  May 2016 version   
 

Hotels          98 
The Chinese Camp         100 

 
4.2   Site Description          107 

Landscape: Structure and Form and Geology   107 
Landscape and the Preservation Movement    109 
Landscapes and Reconstruction     111 
Landscape and Citizenship       112 
Contributory Elements       113 
Summary of All Properties      115 

 
4.3 Interpretation and Analysis       125 

Comparative Analysis and Historic Themes    125 
Assessment against Heritage Victoria Criteria   132 

 
 
 

Bibliography        137 
 



‘Forest Street to Forest Creek’ Heritage Assessment Report:  Mount Alexander Shire Council                 4 
 

Mandy Jean, Architect and David Moloney, Historian  May 2016 version   
 

Preface 
 
The Forest Street to Forest Creek Castlemaine Heritage Assessment Report analyses the human-
nature relations that resulted in the urbanization of Forest Creek and its environs in central 
Castlemaine; a transformation of an alluvial rich herb meadow and grassy woodland creek into a 
utilitarian space that was mined, dug up, channelized, built upon and rebuilt. It describes how and why 
those relations have changed or not yet changed over time and space. It seeks to understand the 
significance of these interpretations for sustainable development, improving social justice and nature 
conservation.   
 
As described in the following section, this heritage assessment provides an explanation of the themes 
and activities that have been important in shaping Forest Creek. It provides a landscape approach 
towards heritage management and conservation. It acknowledges that the definition of heritage 
management has been evolving from an object-based approach towards a more all-inclusive 
approach where notions of intangible, setting, context, urban and sustainable development 
accompanied by a greater consideration of the social and economical function of historic cities is 
recommended by UNESCO (Historic Urban Landscape Declaration 2011) and the Australian 
ICOMOS Burra Charter (revised 2013). A landscape-based approach is expected to be the future 
path in heritage management as well as a key indicator for sustainable urban development. The steps 
undertaken in this Heritage Assessment allows identifying cultural significance and change agents 
defined by four variables: attributes (what), values (why), stakeholders (who) and strategies (how).   
 
Terminology 
The terms used throughout this report are consistent with the Burra Charter: The Australia 
ICOMOS Charter for Places of Cultural Heritage Significance. A glossary of some key Burra 
Charter terms and their meaning is provided at Appendix  
 
Authors 
Mandy Jean, architect and David Moloney, historian. 
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Executive Summary 

 

 
The Forest Street to Forest Creek Heritage Assessment report (‘the report’) was 
commissioned by Mount Alexander Shire Council.  The work was undertaken by Mandy 
Jean, Heritage Architect, and David Maloney, Historian, in association with the 
Castlemaine Historical Society.   
 
The report was submitted to Council in April 2015.  It recommended, among other things, 
that the Mount Alexander Planning Scheme be amended by applying the Heritage Overlay 
over land within the Study area and that the Study itself be included as a reference 
document in the Planning Scheme.  Amendment C60 to the Mount Alexander Planning 
Scheme was duly exhibited to give effect to these recommendations.  Seven submissions 
were received in response to the exhibition.  These were referred by Council to a Planning 
Panel appointed by the Minister for Planning.   
 
This version of the report dated May 2016 includes the changes recommended by the 
Planning Panel.  
 
The report comprises two parts: 
 

 Part 1 introduces the project and the objectives of the report, describes the 
existing planning controls and previous heritage studies of relevance, and sets out 
the methodology and methods of heritage analysis and assessment used in the 
report.   

Part 1 has been substantially rewritten in accordance with the recommendations of 
the Planning Panel.  The main change has been the combining of three separate 
Statements of Significance (SOS) dealing with the Forest Creek Channel Precinct, 
the Western and Eastern Reserves Precinct, and the Forest Street Industrial and 
Residential Serial Sites, into a single precinct referred to as the Forest Street to 
Forest Creek Historic Precinct.  In addition, a number of residential properties in 
the former Forest Street Industrial and Residential Serial Sites area have now 
been excluded from the new SOS and are now not proposed for inclusion in the 
Heritage Overlay.   
 

 Part 2 comprises the historical background information which informed the 
recommendations and Statements of Significance.  This part of the report, except 
for a minor correction, remains unchanged.   

The report re-defines and assesses the post-industrial urban landscape of left over 
structures and abandoned spaces along Forest Creek at the centre of Castlemaine. The 
study area comprises sixty-one titles and thirty-six primary buildings plus their associated 
outbuildings, and includes a series of spatially segregated voids on the edge of the 
commercial centre.  
 
The historical importance of the wider Forest Creek landscape is well-documented, with 
approximately 6.5 kilometres of the creek flowing through the Castlemaine Diggings 
National Heritage Park. The report however focuses on a discrete section of Forest Creek, 
specifically the channelized section that flows through the centre of Castlemaine between 
Railway Avenue and the Railway Viaduct Bridge near Barkly Bridge.  
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The purpose of the report was to have an understanding of the area and its cultural 
meaning. Recent concern about the limited interpretation of contemporary landscapes 
points to the vulnerability of unused spaces as they slowly disappear in city centres and at 
the peri-urban edges. Post-industrial sites such as in the study area are often attractive to 
new development, but can embody an aesthetic beauty and nostalgic romanticism of 
times gone by. According to the Spanish urbanist Ignasi De Sola Morales, they are an 
important feature of the 21st century city. They create a sense of freedom and expectancy.  
A new language of urban design defines these blanks spaces, or holes in the urban fabric 
as ‘terrain vagues’, uncertain, left over spaces of forgotten historical events.1  
 
The Report draws from and builds upon the archives held in the Castlemaine Historical 
Society Inc. data base, Castlemaine Art Gallery and Historical Museum, the State Library 
of Victoria and Public Records Office of Victoria. It incorporates the work of Connecting 
Country Forest Creek Action Plan, 2012, that was prepared by North Central Catchment 
Management Authority to measure community cultural values of Forest Creek.  
 
The Report contains a background history and thematic analysis prepared by David 
Moloney. Additional primary research by the Castlemaine Historical Society enlarges upon 
existing site histories of the area. Extensive archival data on each site was compiled and 
is held by the Castlemaine Historical Society. 
 
Key Findings  

 
Heritage planning controls are recommended for the three areas which comprise the 
Forest Street to Forest Creek Historic Precinct.   

The heritage significance of these areas is described in the new SOS which is included in 
Part 1 (in chapter 3) of this report.   

The heritage places have cultural heritage significance for historic, rarity, aesthetic, 
technical, social values for the Mount Alexander Shire.  

Each of the heritage places is interlinked through the history of gold mining, industrial 
engineering, transport and water management. 

 
 
  

                                                           
1
 De Sola-Morales, Ignasi (1996) ‘ Terrain Vagues’ in Quaderns 212 Tierra Agua, Barcelona, pp 34-44 

quoted in Post-Urban/Suburban Landscapes, Helen Armstrong.  



‘Forest Street to Forest Creek’ Heritage Assessment Report:  Mount Alexander Shire Council                 7 
 

Mandy Jean, Architect and David Moloney, Historian  May 2016 version   
 

 

 
 

PART 1 
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1 Introduction 
 
 

 
Forest Creek Channel 2014 

1.1  Project Brief 
 
The heritage consultants, Mandy Jean (head consultant, conservation architect) and 
David Moloney (town planner and historian) were engaged by Mount Alexander Shire 
Council in December 2013 to undertake the Forest Street to Forest Creek Heritage 
Assessment Study. The heritage consultants worked in collaboration with local community 
representatives from the Castlemaine Historical Society Inc. to research the historical 
background to the study area. 
 
The heritage assessment of the Forest Street to Forest Creek area focussed on identifying, 
assessing and documenting places of post contact cultural heritage significance. The Study 
examined how the different attributes of the area are interpreted and valued by the 
community, and why these cultural values are important and relevant for the present day.  
The Final Report makes recommendations about how important characteristics of the area 
maybe protected and managed under the Mount Alexander Planning Scheme. 
 
The Study describes and analyses the institutional arrangements and pathological 
processes and attitudes2 within local government and the state in relation to gold mining, 
water management, and emerging civic pride. It conveys how local policies and public 
memories helped shape the building and rebuilding of the Forest Creek area. It explores 
beliefs, attitudes and meaning that contemporary community groups have regarding this 
area. 
 
The Project Brief: 

 To undertake a heritage assessment of the study area by an examination of 
the documentary and physical evidence, an analysis of this evidence, which 
includes a comparative assessment with other sites in the area or region,  

 To assess the significance of these places using recognized thresholding 
methods and heritage criteria. 

 To provide conservation and management recommendations.  
 To make recommendations as to the suitability of applying a Heritage Overlay 

to individual places and/ or to the study area as a heritage precinct;  
 To include heritage citations for each place of significance together with 

Statements of Significance and photographs of places assessed. 
                                                           
2
 Pathology in a built environment context relates to risk management of disasters, disease, urban decay and disorder.
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1.2 The Study Area  
 

The study area encompasses land along Forest Street from Kennedy Street to 
Urquhart Street; along Forest Creek (including the stone creek channel).  

 

     
 

The Study Area consists of sixty-one titles and thirty-six primary buildings. 
 

 
 
The Study Area below in relation to existing heritage protected areas and creek lines. 
 

 

CASTLEMAINE 
commercial centre 
and residential grid 
 

THE STUDY AREA   
Forest Street to 
Forest Creek
 

THE JUNCTION 
of three alluvial 
gold mining 
creeks
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Aerial map showing key historic features  
 

 
A Agitation  Hill D Railway line G Forest Creek  J Former coach works & 

Chinese market gardens 
 

B Bruce Street, formerly 

Circular Road & alluvial gold 
diggings area 
 

E Castlemaine Bus Line & 

former Chinese shops & 
blacksmiths/farriers & 
garages   
              

H Former alignment of 

Pyrenees Highway, Western 
Reserve alluvial diggings/ 
former Chinese shops  

K Unmade road & alluvial 

gold digging area, Oak trees 
donated by Councillor in 
1870s. 

C Former Cornish & Bruce 

railway workshop, caravan 
park & former flour mill, 
Cobb & Co stables 

F Skate Park former Cricket 

practice area, monumental 
stone masons yards and line 
of former early canvas camp 

I Eastern Reserve/ 

Lawn Tennis club & gold 
digging area and Chinese 
market gardens  

L Former Gas Works & 

former Chinese market 
gardens & cottages. 
Tute’s Cottage 

 
 

   

 

 
 

 
 

 
Indicative place names used in the Report showing the Forest Creek line, the re-directed 
creek into the channel, and Victoria Gully tributary 
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1.3 Structure of the Report  
 

Part One  
 
 Introduction to the project, the project brief and objectives of the Study.  
 Description of existing planning controls and studies. 
 Methodology and methods of heritage analysis and assessment. 
 Recommendations arising from the study and how to implement these 

recommendations in the planning scheme.  
 Statement of significance for places of cultural heritage significance.   
 
Part Two   
 
 History and thematic framework of the whole study area. 
 Physical survey of the whole study area.  
 A very brief individual site history, description and statement of significance for 

each contributory building. This describes the legibility of historic associations, 
integrity and authenticity. Full details of the historical summary are held in the 
archives of the Castlemaine Historical Society and can be accessed upon 
request. 

 Assessment and analysis of the whole study area.  
 

 

 
Kenyon artist Forest Creek 1852 (State Library of Victoria) 

 
In 1852- 1860s, AC Yandell described the study area as  
 
‘a lovely spot in those days, with some grand old gum trees growing.’ Walter Wilson, looking 
northward from near the former gasworks (adjacent to the subject site) recalled that ‘the 
gully and hill beyond, which are now streets and rocky eminences, were…densely covered 
with trees and foliage. 
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1.4  Heritage Studies and Reports  
 

 
Former Steam Flour Mill – HO573 

 State Heritage Listed 
 
The following are relevant to the Study Area: 

 The City of Castlemaine Architectural and Historical Study, Perrott Lyon Mathieson 
Pty Ltd, 1979 

 Cultural Landscape of the Castlemaine-Chewton Goldfields Study, 1990, the National 
Trust of Australia, Victoria, Joy McCann, Ian Stuart, Jane Lennon and David Bannear 
among others.  

 Castlemaine Township Improvement Plan (Trevor Westmore 1989);  
 Heritage Assessment of the Castlemaine Bus Lines site at 122 Barker Street, 

Castlemaine, 2013 Council’s Heritage Advisor, Louise Honman, Context P/L. 
 Mount Alexander Planning Scheme (2014)Castlemaine Framework Plan (Clause 

21.03 & Clause 22.01) 
 
The City of Castlemaine Architectural and Historical Study  
 
Completed in 1979 by Perrott Lyon Mathieson Pty Ltd the Report recommended that 82 
buildings be protected under the planning scheme. It recommended a number of 
environmental areas including Barker Creek and Forest Creek environs (including Forest 
Creek section within the study area) be protected under the planning scheme. The study 
recommended further work should investigate the industrial areas that have potential 
heritage significance. The recommended list included the site of George Ferries monumental 
masons in Barker Street (within the study area) among other sites. These latter sites have 
not been included in the Schedules to the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander Planning 
Scheme. 
 
Cultural Landscape of the Castlemaine-Chewton Goldfields Study 
 
In 1990, the National Trust historian consultant, Joy McCann, with Ian Stuart, Jane Lennon 
and David Bannear among others, prepared the Cultural Landscape of the Castlemaine-
Chewton Goldfields Study. The Forest Creek alluvial diggings extending along Forest Street 
in Castlemaine to Chewton was identified as a key feature of the landscape character of the 
mining landscape. A key element of historic significance was the theme associated with 
’communication links’. This theme demonstrated the strategic importance of the central 
goldfields to the colony during the late 19th century. Sites associated with industrial transport 
have not been included in the Schedules to the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander 
Planning Scheme. 
 
The former Cornish and Bruce Foundry, the railway workshops, later the former Cobb & Co 
stables, coach building sites in Barker Street were identified as being of heritage significance 
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by the National Trust and Historic Building Register. The former Steam Mill (HO573) has 
been included on the Victorian Heritage Register but the remainder of the site has not been 
included in the Schedules to the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander Planning Scheme. 
 
The Heritage Overlay HO667 - Castlemaine Central Conservation Area  
 
A heritage precinct which covers the northern side of Forest Street, the square grid area of 
the Central Business District which borders Kennedy Street (west), the northern half of 
Doveton Street, Urquhart St (east) and Pyrenees Hwy/Forest Street (south). Places in the 
heritage assessment study area between Forest Street and Forest Creek are not included in 
the HO667 area.3  
 
Heritage Assessment Castlemaine Bus Lines site at 122 Barker Street, Castlemaine 
 
In 2013 Council’s Heritage Advisor prepared a Heritage Assessment of the Castlemaine Bus 
Lines site at 122 Barker Street, Castlemaine. The Heritage Assessment of the Castlemaine 
Bus Lines site indicated that the site is below the threshold of local significance as an 
individual heritage place and is not recommended for a site specific individual Heritage 
Overlay. However, management of the site as an adjacent site of the Castlemaine Central 
Conservation Area (HO667) is recommended. The site is a prominent landmark and would 
be a contributory element in a heritage precinct. Through the process of the heritage 
assessment of the Castlemaine Bus Lines site, it was recognised that a heritage assessment 
was needed which may include the Castlemaine Bus Lines site as part of a wider precinct. 

 
Garage Heritage Assessment: White, Thru the Windscreen, a thematic study of garages 
in Victoria identified a number of garages of potential heritage significance. 
 

 
Rowe Motors in the early 1960s, with its clean modern styling. (White, Thru the Windscreen).  

  
Forest Street, former Rowe’s Garage. 
 
  

                                                           
3
 Tender document Background 2013 
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1.5 Planning  
 
Planning Reports 
 
The following planning reports commissioned by the Mount Alexander Shire Council are of 
relevance to the Study Area: 

 Castlemaine Town Entrance Land Use Strategy, October 2002, prepared by Planit 
for Alexander Shire Council.   

 Castlemaine Central area Urban Design Framework, October 2002, prepared by 
Planit for Mount Alexander Shire Council.   

 Castlemaine Commercial Centre Study, Draft Final Report, May 2012, prepared by 
SGS Economics & Planning for Alexander Shire Council.  

 
Castlemaine Town Entrance Land Use Strategy, 2002) 
 
‘The Castlemaine commercial centre is a key feature of the regional economic, social and 
tourism fabric and its ongoing success to the town and region; and a key feature of success 
factor is that it is a compact and walkable mixed use centre that includes historic buildings 
and streetscapes and serves residents and visitors’.4 
 

 The long term vision of Castlemaine and strategic objective for the study area 
emphasizes the important cultural landscape context of Forest Creek, Western 
Reserve and Eastern Reserves (Lawn Tennis Club and Reserve for Planting).  
 

 The area should be managed as a key precinct of the town.  
 

 Potential archaeological sites of the former Bruce & Cornish archaeological site. 
 

 Preparation of a statement of cultural heritage significance is required for the Central 
Castlemaine Conservation Area HO667. 

 
 Long term re-development sites opportunities exist for : 

o 141 Barker Street the former Cussack Garage  
o 82-84 Forest Street the former Hunt & Lobb buildings  
o 86-92 Forest Street group of Inter-War buildings  

 

                                                           
4 Castlemaine Commercial Centre Study, Draft Final Report, May 2012, prepared by SGS 
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Zoning 
 
The zoning applicable to the Study Area is shown on the map below, with details of the 
zoning being set out in the table below the map. 
 

 
 
 
Zones Administrator 

Users 
Implication for Site 
Management  

Relevant Notes 

PPRZ Public 
Use 

 Public Park and Recreation 
Zone  

To protect and conserve areas of 
significance  
 

PCRZ Public 
Use 

Public Conservation and 
Resource Zone  

To protect and conserve the natural 
environment and natural processes for 
their historic, scientific, landscape, habitat 
or cultural values. 
 

PUZ1 
PUZ2 
PUZ4 

Public 
Use 

Public Use Zone Service & 
Utility 
Public Use Zone Education  
Public Use Zone Transport- 
railway  
 

To recognise public land use for public 
utility and community services and 
facilities 

RDZ1 
RDZ2 

Public 
Use 

Road Zone Category 1 
Road Zone Category 2 

Significant road 
 
Secondary road 
 

BIZ now 
C1Z 

Private Commercial Zone private Urquhart Street is zoned C1Z  despite 
being a government road 
 
 

RIZ  Private Residential Zone private Urquhart Street is zoned R1Z 
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Heritage Overlays and Legislation  
 
The heritage overlays within and surrounding the Study Area are shown on the map below:  
 

  The Study Area outlined in Red. 
 

Cultural heritage places are looked after by all levels of government in Australia. Many 
different arms of government have a role in the identification, management and protection of 
heritage places and objects. The following legislative matrix summarises the various forms of 
legislation and their implications of site management over the Study Area. 
 
Legislation  Administrat

or 
Implication for Site 
Management  

Relevant Notes 

EPBC Act 
1999 
(Commonweal
th)  
National 
Heritage List 

DEH None  The study Area is not included on the 
National Heritage List. It is closely 
and culturally and ecologically 
associated with the section of Forest 
Creek that is included within the 
Castlemaine Diggings National Park.  
 

Register of the 
National 
Estate 

 The Study Area as a unit is not 
listed on this Non statutory 
listing, specific sites area. 
 

Former Flour Mill   Legal Status: 
Listed place (22/06/2004), Place ID: 
4401 

Victorian 
Heritage Act 
1995 

Heritage 
Victoria  

Specific sites are on the  state 
registered see below HO 573 
Steam Flour Mill  
HO 614 Tute’s Cottage 

The Heritage Act 1995 details 
statutory responsibilities for historic 
buildings and gardens, historic 
places and objects, historical 
archaeological sites, and historic 
shipwrecks. 
 

Planning and 
Environment 
Act 1987 
(Victoria)  

Mount 
Alexander 
Shire 

Heritage Overlays provides local 
governments with the power to 
implement heritage controls over 
significant buildings or places. 
 

The heritage value of Forest Creek 
and its immediate surrounds are not 
recognised in the Mount Alexander 
Planning Scheme in a Heritage 
Overlay  

Aboriginal  
Heritage Act 
2006 (Victoria) 

Aboriginal 
Affairs 
Victoria 
(AAV) 

Identifies the current boundaries 
of the Dja Dja Wurrung 
traditional areas in Victoria. The 
Study Area  is within the 
traditional  area 
 

The entire Study Area has been 
identified as a culturally sensitive 
Aboriginal cultural heritage place, 
with high potential for significance 
sites as well as  archaeological sites   
 

Victorian 
Heritage Act 
1995  

Heritage 
Victoria 

Archaeological sites are not 
expected. The Heritage 
Inventory was established 

Consent will be required for particular 
works or activities, including 
excavation, in relation to an 
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Archaeologica
l sites 

pursuant to Section 120 of the 
Heritage Act 1995. It includes 
historical archaeological sites, 
places and relics in Victoria, 
providing they are older than 50 
years, and regardless of their 
level of cultural heritage 
significance. 
 

archaeological site. Under the 
Heritage Act it is an offence to 
damage or disturb relics and 
archaeological sites, whether or not 
they have been included on the 
Heritage Inventory. 

The National 
Trust of 
Australia 

 A community-based, non-
government organisation that 
works to promote and conserve 
Australia's indigenous, natural 
and historic heritage through its 
advocacy work and its 
custodianship of heritage places 
and objects 

Classification by the National Trust 
recognises the heritage values of 
places and objects, but it has no 
legal implications. 

 

      
Extensive original 19th century sandstone walls, drainage channels and large open drains. 
 

  
Tute’s Cottage is located on the sandstone channelized walls of Forest Creek; sandstone 
walls define the boundary to Greenhill Avenue. Sandstone kerbs and channels line the 
roads, and over 800metres of Forest Creek itself. 
 
Tute’s Cottage has state heritage listing HO 614, VHR. The remaining sandstone wall 
remains unprotected. 
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Summary of Heritage Listing in the Study Area  
 
Assessment   Comments   
 
HO 573 Former Flour Mill 
HO 670 Railway Line and 
Viaduct 

 
A 
 
B 

 
Victorian Heritage Act – Register 
State significance  
 

 
105 Barker 
St, Crown 
Land  

The Study Area, Forest Creek  C Aboriginal Heritage Significance 
Values have not been assessed 

Crown 
Land 

Forest Creek environs 
Ferries Monumental Masons’ 
Yard, Barker Street 
Former Flour Mill 
Railway Line and viaduct 

C 
E 
 
A 
B 

Heritage Studies  
City of Castlemaine Architectural and 
Historical Study 1979/80 
Ferries at this time had expanded to 
include the adjoining yard. 

Forest 
Creek, 
Western & 
Eastern 
Reserves 
112-116 
Barker St 

Forest Creek Environs 
Pyrenees Highway- Forest St 
Bruce & Cornish foundry site 
Incl former flour mill & residence 

C 
 
F 
A 

The Cultural Landscape of the 
Castlemaine – Chewton Goldfields, 
1990, National Trust of Australia (Vic) 

The Study 
Area 
101-109 
Barker St 
 

Castlemaine Bus Line Company  G Heritage Assessment Castlemaine Bus 
Line at 122 Barker Street February 
2013, Context P/L 

122 Barker 
Street 
contributory 
significance 
 

Former Cussack Garage H Motor Garage thematic Study HV 141 Barker 
Street 

 
 

 
 
Summary of previously identified heritage items as shown above in Table 2.2 marked as 
shaded area on the aerial map above.  
 
  

 
H G 

E  
F  

A 
 

C 

B 
 
 

C 
 

 

 

C 

B 
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Significant Landscape Overlay  
 

  Significant Landscape Overlay   
 
The following table is a quick reference table of the heritage landscape elements of the 
overlay and their values 
 
Landscape Element   Precinct Name Significant 

Period  
Heritage 
Value 

Forest Creek including the channelized section 
within the Study Area   

 
Forest Creek 
and environs 

 
1852-
1892 

 
HIGH 

existing vegetation and land forms in areas 
which are visually or environmentally sensitive 
or which are considered by the responsible 
authority to possess natural features which have 
a high degree of landscape character 
and importance. 

Forest Creek 
and environs 

Native 
and exotic 
trees 

HIGH  

natural watercourses Forest Creek 
and environs 

1980s HIGH 

existing wildlife habitats Forest Creek 
and environs 

1940s Not 
Evaluated  

Embankments, drains and stone work that form 
part of the channelized creek  

Forest Creek 
and environs 

1860-
1892  

High  

 

  
Vegetation along  Forest Creek Channel                     Levee banks  
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Land Subject to Inundation Overlay 
 

  Land subject to inundation – flooding 
 
Quote: 9 Feb 1855 We believe we may safely say that the township is at present totally independent 
of the creeks for water for household purposes. The flat opposite Market-square contains an ample 
supply for a population twenty times as numerous as the existing one; and two or three wells sunk 
upon it have yielded nearly all that has been required throughout a summer of more than average 
duration and drought. [47: p.2] 
 

 

The central section of the 
Study Area as seen in the 
1870s with large open 
spaces of the Western and 
Eastern Reserves. The 
area remains largely open 
today in 2014. 
 
State Library of NSW, 
Holtermann Collection, part of 
image ‘Castlemaine, Victoria, 
looking west along Forest 
Street’ 1870-1875. 

 
Land Subject to Inundation  LSO 
Purpose  
To identify land in a flood storage or flood fringe area affected by the 1 in 100 year flood or 
any other area determined by the floodplain management authority. 
To ensure that development maintains the free passage and temporary storage of flood 
waters, minimises flood damage, is compatible with the flood hazard and local drainage 
conditions and will not cause any significant rise in flood level or flow velocity 
To ensure that development maintains or improves river and wetland health, waterway 
protection and flood plain health. 
If a local floodplain development plan has been developed for the area and has been 
incorporated into this scheme, an application must be consistent with the plan 
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Design and Development Overlay  
 

 
 
Castlemaine Town Entrance Land Use Strategy, October 2002, was prepared by Planit for 
Mount Alexander Shire.  The report focuses on four main entrances leading into central 
Castlemaine. It examines the land use components for each entrance but not design 
concepts. The Pyrenees Highway, east entrance, compromising a portion of the study area 
between Urquhart Street and Western Reserve, was included in the analysis.  
It states residential character should be protected as a dominant element of the entry and 
streetscape (p.10). It recommends continuous avenue tree plantings should supplement 
existing plantings. It recommends implementation of Design and Development Overlays to 
sites in order to promote heritage characteristics and features.  
 
Schedule to Design and Development DDO7 
Design Objectives Objectives Building and Works 

 
To ensure the heights of new buildings are 
generally consistent with the low rise scale 
and character of the town centre. 
 

Building height should be low rise and not 
exceed10 metres 

To ensure new development is of a high 
standard. 

New development should provide for ease of 
pedestrian permeability and access to other 
walkways and public spaces. 
 

To ensure new development provides for a 
comfortable and safe pedestrian experience 
 

New development should include weather 
protection in the form of verandahs or 
awnings over the pavement. 
 

To protect streets and other public spaces 
from overshadowing by new development. 

Vehicular access and parking should be 
located at the rear of properties 
 

To ensure corner sites are designed in a 
manner that appropriately reflect their visual 
prominence as an entrance to the town 
centre 

Siting and built form should provide active 
street frontages 
 

 
  



‘Forest Street to Forest Creek’ Heritage Assessment Report:  Mount Alexander Shire Council                 22 
 

Mandy Jean, Architect and David Moloney, Historian  May 2016 version   
 

1.6 Aboriginal Significance  
 

The significance of this Country to the Dja Dja Wurrung People 
 
The following statement of significance has been requested by the Dja Dja Wurrung Clans 
Aboriginal Corporation to be included in this report: 
 

The Forest Creek area is part of a much wider cultural landscape that contains 
ancient travelling routes, camping and occupational sites, burials and traditional 
places known to Dja Dja Wurrung people.  Forest Creek holds significance for its 
values connecting Dja Dja Wurrung people over a period that extends further back in 
time before the first non-Aboriginal people visited this region.  Dja Dja Wurrung 
Country is a cultural landscape that is imprinted with our dreaming stories, lore, 
totemic relationships, songs, ceremonies and Ancestral spirits, which give it life and 
hold significant value to Dja Dja Wurrung People.  Dja Dja Wurrung People hold 
holistic values for Country, shaped by our belief that all things are interconnected 
through their murrup (spirit), which is within all water, birds, plants, animals, rocks 
and mountains, and people.  All Aboriginal places, objects and Ancestral burials are 
highly significant to Dja Dja Wurrung People as these are our inheritance and 
connect us with our Ancestors, telling the story of our People and our Country.  

 

Recognition and Settlement Agreement with the Dja Dja Wurrung 
People 
 
The Study Area is located within the land of the Dja Dja Wurrung people.   
 
On 28 March 2013, the State of Victoria signed a Recognition and Settlement Agreement 
under the Traditional Owner Settlement Act 2010 (Vic) to settle the Dja Dja Wurrung native 
title claims.   
 
The Agreement applies to all Crown Land within Dja Dja Wurrung Country, and therefore 
over the Crown Land within the Study Area.   
 
The Dja Dja Wurrung Clans Aboriginal Corporation has a statutory function as the 
Registered Aboriginal Party pursuant to the Agreement.  Under the Agreement (Section 16 
Natural Resource Management Participation Strategies – Clause 6.3, Point 2) it is a 
requirement that the Dja Dja Wurrung Clans Aboriginal Corporation be given the opportunity 
to activity participate in the development and implementation of State funded management 
and action plans within the Agreement Area.  
 
Aboriginal Heritage Areas of Sensitivity 
 
Under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006 (Victoria), a Cultural Heritage Management Plan is 
required if all or part of a proposed activity is in an area of cultural heritage sensitivity and all 
or part of the activity is a high impact activity.   
 
Aboriginal Affairs Victoria (AAV) has prepared Culture Resource Management Grid Maps for 
the State of Victoria.  AAV have registered numerous Aboriginal cultural heritage sites along 
Forest Creek, with the map below showing the entire Study Area is within an area of cultural 
sensitivity (shown in green).   
 

http://www.dpc.vic.gov.au/index.php/aboriginal-affairs/aboriginal-cultural-heritage/cultural-heritage-management-plans
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Areas of Aboriginal cultural heritage sensitivity 

 
Areas that are identified as being of ‘cultural heritage sensitivity’ may be associated with 
registered Aboriginal cultural heritage places. The mapped areas indicate the likely presence 
of Aboriginal cultural heritage. 
 
1.7 Methodology and Methods 
 

Definition of Cultural Heritage 
 
Cultural heritage is defined as the legacy of bio-physical features, physical artefacts and 
intangible attributes of a group or society that are inherited from past generations, 
maintained and valued in the present, and bestowed for the benefit of future generations. It 
recognizes that cultural knowledge arises from human-nature relationships and shared 
perceptions of the natural and built environments; and that landscapes are the ultimate 
expression of such knowledge.  
 
Cultural Heritage Resources  
 
Cultural heritage management is the process of investigation, consultation and making 
decisions about the conservation of heritage resources. Cultural heritage resources may 
include tangible heritage such as features of archaeological, historical, traditional, spiritual, 
industrial, architectural values; and intangible heritage such as a culture’s language, stories, 
customs, religion, music and dance, oral history, arts, traditional ecological knowledge. The 
tangible and intangible features associated with a material ‘thing’ may also be construed as 
central to cultural identity and landscape memory of a particular cultural group.  
 

 Interpretation in Forest Street 2014 
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Cultural Landscapes: Historic Built Urban Landscape 
 
The principle behind a cultural landscape is that ‘the significance of individual features is 
derived from their inter-relatedness within the cultural landscape’. Sites and places are not 
seen in isolation but are considered part of a wider network.  
 
In British/Australian tradition the idea of a landscape was concerned with looking out over 
vistas which were the object of a certain gaze. Views were enhanced by a sense of 
ownership, control and prospect. Positive impressions were categorized as visually 
picturesque, scenic, a rural idyll, sublime or of an Arcadian past.  
 
Contemporary landscapes are more problematic. They are more than just images and have 
become recognized as significant territories for the production of meaning. Landscapes are 
an expression of ‘place’ inhabited spaces, transformed by culture, appropriated by our 
senses. Whether a landscape has value is no longer dependent on its aesthetics or 
economic uses but includes conceptual and philosophical considerations. 
 
The way we perceive our landscapes is therefore a representation of our culture. In the next 
section the methodological approach to assessing how the Forest Creek landscape has both 
influenced the production of local identity and how it continues to be valued is explained.  
 
Approaches and Methods 
 
Methodology is a system of principles that govern the way in which information and data is 
gathered and analysed for research assessment. Narrative inquiry or narrative research is 
used here as a qualitative methodology to seek to understand the world we live in and the 
values we direct towards things and objects. It is an interpretive approach to thinking and 
studying narratively about experience.  
 
Narrative inquiry follows a reflective process of moving from ‘the field’ (collecting /telling the 
stories about the study area) to field texts (analysis of the data collected) to a statement of 
findings (restructuring the story in a new way). 
 
The Field: Collecting the Stories    
 
Narrative stories are built up from many different forms of material and described in field 
notes and histories. A conceptual framework for collecting the stories was created by 
focussing on three areas: temporality (history and time), place (the study area) and the 
social human interaction. The specific dimensions of narrative gathering, composing and 
creating field text data are explained below:  
 

Temporality: Historical and Archival Data and Narratives  
Basic writing of narrative accounts and construction of stories were based on historic 
research and archival primary data, which was a major component of the Study. 
Understanding and analysis is gained through unfolding the storyline through secondary 
literature searches and historic newspapers and construction of a thematic history.  

 
Place and Location: Mapping, Photography and Fieldwork 
All events take place some place. For narrative inquiry we take the assumption that our 
identities are inextricably linked with our experience in a particular place or places. 
Written descriptions derived from information gathered from archival mapping- as a base 
map, current desktop geographical GIS mapping, photographic fieldwork together with 
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site surveys of physical traces, condition of landscape elements, structures, buildings, 
their spatial arrangements, functions and genealogy. A minimum level of interactive 
mapping with the community was designed as part of the community forum.5 Transient 
walks included site writing and field notes and photographs. 6  
 
The site inspections and survey work took into account the relative intactness of the 
building, its elements and the changes that have occurred over time. Access to some of 
the buildings was arranged through Council, although no internal controls have been 
recommended. These buildings include the former Castlemaine Bus Line Building and 
Forest Street Traders. Details of plantings and vegetation associated with the buildings 
was generally not undertaken, however the general character of the landscape and 
setting of a property was identified and described in the citation. 

 
Sociality: Micro-history: Oral Interviews and Past and Present Biographies 
An ethnographic approach was used to elicit micro-histories/story telling based on oral 
interviews, narrative questions, community forum and site writing.7 This approach 
attempts to reveal the discontinuities between stories and experience and to understand 
the values and meanings of the narrator’s interpretation. Narrative inquiries consider the 
feelings, hopes desires, aesthetic reactions and moral disposition of personal lives as 
well as their social context. In tellings, events are selected and then given cohesion, 
meaning and direction. They attempt to explore questions of human agency and explain 
lives.8 The research included several unstructured interviews with key informants, long 
time residents of the area and business operators and owners.  Reminiscences, family 
photographs about places and everyday activities were mapped.  Oral history gives an 
insight into self-representation. It helps to understand the past development of specialist 
businesses and family connections within the area.  

 
The Field Text: Assessment, Analysis and Interpretation 
 
The purpose of the Study is to explore different ideas about the Forest Creek landscape, 
where landscape is fundamentally understood as a ‘value’ and possibly a place of contested 
values. There are many different ways that the narrative data can be analysed. The material 
collected can be vast and there is always a problem of too much classification, categorizing, 
deconstructing stories and coding that can detract from the aims of engaging with the fluidity 
of experience and complexity of people’s lives and meaning.  
 
One proven method recommended by the Study Brief and endorsed by the Victorian 
Department of Transport Infrastructure and Land Use Planning is set out in the Australia 
ICOMOS Charter for Places of Cultural Heritage Significance (the Burra Charter 2013) and 
its guidelines. This is used as the research approach for this Study. Other references include 
the following: 
 

 The Australia ICOMOS Charter for Places of Cultural Heritage Significance (the 
Burra Charter 2013) and its guidelines was the basis of the approach for the 
Study. The principles of The Burra Charter: The Australia ICOMOS Charter for 
Places of Cultural Significance, 2013, the recognised benchmark document 
within the Australian heritage industry.  

                                                           
5 Cosgrove D (2005) Maps, Mapping, Modernity: Art And Cartography In The Twentieth Century. Imago Mundi 
57: 35–54. 
6 Butler T (2006) A Walk Of Art: The Potential Of The Sound Walk As Practice In Cultural Geography. Social and 
Cultural Geography 7: 889–908. 
7 Rendell J (2011) Site-Writing: The Architecture of Art Criticism. London: I.B. Tauris. 
8 Sandelowshi<M., (1991) Telling Stories: Narrative Approaches to Qualitative Research, Journal of Nursing 
Scholarship, Vol 23, no 3, 1991. 
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 Criteria for assessing cultural heritage significance (HERCON), adopted by the 
Heritage Council in 2008, pursuant to the Heritage Act 1995;  

 The VPP Practice Note, “Applying the Heritage Overlay” Practice Note 01, revised 
September 2012, Department of Planning and Community Development The 
Practice Note states that  ‘the heritage process leading to the identification of the 
place needs to clearly justify the significance of the place as a basis for its inclusion 
in the Heritage Overlay. The documentation for each place shall include a statement 
of significance that clearly establishes the importance of the place and addresses the 
heritage criteria.’  

 Victorian Historic Themes 
 Relevant Victorian planning and heritage legislation, including the Aboriginal Heritage 

Act 2006.   
 Practices and methods incorporated into existing Mount Alexander heritage studies. 
 Archival research by the Castlemaine Historical Society Inc. as required by the brief. 

 
The Burra Charter is an adaptive model of analysis that uses a value-based methodology. It 
recommends the integration of a broad set of social perspectives and valuation techniques. 
This includes non-material values such as spiritual enrichment, aesthetic experience as well 
as services or benefits that may include for example physical activities. It focuses on 
landscape history, ecology, development and design, perception, historic legibility and 
integrity and capacity for change.9 It places great importance on consultation with 
stakeholders. By means of analysis and interpretation one clarifies which social, economic, 
cultural and physical features have been and are important for the area’s development; 
which traits have played a key functional and symbolic role, and which are secondary. 
Legibility describes remnant structures from historical periods in the landscape and those 
that provide anchors in the present landscape.10 
 
The following is a summary of the specific approaches taken in this Study. 

 
Search for Common Themes and Typologies through Textual and Visual Analysis 
and Comparative Analysis 
The use of comparative analysis was used to explore differences and similarities 
between places, absence and presence of groups, and serial or thematic sites. The 
themes are worked as metaphors that represent the multi-layered stories of people’s 
lives. They allow development of and confirm existing taxonomies and conceptual 
systems. Content analysis of media coverage, previous planning reports and heritage 
studies, historic photographs, maps and images11 and the processes of their production 
and practices of archiving were used in this part of the interpretation of the data 
gathered. 12  

 
Applying the HERCON Criteria: Heritage ‘Value’ Assessment and Typologies 
Each property and landscape area was assessment against the model criteria 
recommended by the Australia ICOMOS Burra Charter. The criteria are a typology of 
heritage values. A framework or matrix sets out different kinds of heritage values such as 
aesthetic, historic, scientific, social and spiritual criteria referenced in the VPP Practice 

                                                           
9 Rossler, M (2006). World Heritage cultural landscapes: A UNESCO flagship programme 1992-2006, Landscape 
Research 31 (4) 333-353.  
10 Lowenthal , D. (1985). The Past is a Foreign Country, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 
Tengberg, Anna et el, (2012) Cultural Ecosystems Services Provided By Landscapes: Assessment Of Heritage 
Values And Identity, Ecosystem Services 2 (2012) 14-20. 
11 Rose G (2011) Visual Methodologies: An Introduction to the Interpretation of Visual Materials. London: SAGE 
12 Krauss RE (2010), Perpetual Inventory. Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press. 
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Note Applying the Heritage Overlay was applied to analyse different genre. These are 
set out below:13 

 
Criterion A: Importance to the course or pattern of our cultural or natural history 
(historical significance). This criterion is the most common value used in the study. 
Comments on historical and social value in the Practice Note are used considered, as 
follows: 
 

Places of significance for historical or social reasons. 
Planning is about managing the environment and changes to it. An appropriate test for a 
potential heritage place to pass in order to apply the Heritage Overlay is that it has 
‘something’ to be managed. This ‘something’ is usually tangible but it may, for example, be an 
absence of built form or the presence of some other special characteristic. If such things are 
present, there will be something to manage and the Heritage Overlay may be applied. If not, a 
commemorative plaque is an appropriate way of signifying the importance of the place to the 
local community. 
 

Criterion B: Possession of uncommon rare or endangered aspects of our cultural or 
natural history (rarity). 
 
Criterion C: Potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of our 
cultural or natural history (research potential). 
 
Criterion D: Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of 
cultural or natural places or environments (representativeness). This criterion is typically 
been found to have been met where a place is clearly and demonstrably a 
representative and relatively intact example of a recognised building typology or a style 
within a broader typological group. 

 

Criterion E: Importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics (aesthetic 
significance). Aesthetic value is not a pre-given, a formal interpretation of iconology, 
form, styles, motifs and symbols, stripped bare of cultural meaning. Here the analysis 
recognizes that there has been a shift away from an exclusive concern for iconography 
to the experience of the work itself. The aesthetic experience is the starting point for 
interpretation. It takes into account identity politics and aesthetics of reception, where 
attention is transferred from the creator and the object of creation to the viewer. The 
meaning of a place happens through a reading of it by a viewer. Different audiences will 
have different perceptions. Readings, aspirations, values and assumptions of 
contemporary Castlemaine community will be different from Melbourne. Even the 
context of the place and the position of the viewer will change its conditions of 
appearance.   
 
Criterion F: Importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement at a particular period (technical significance). 
 
Criterion G: Strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group 
for social, cultural or spiritual reasons. This includes the significance of a place to 
Indigenous peoples as part of their continuing and developing cultural traditions (social 
significance). 
 
Criterion H: Special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, 
of importance in our history (associative significance). 

  

                                                           
13 The  VPP “Applying the Heritage Overlay” Practice Note 01 
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Determining Social Value: Community & Resident Consultation 

  
A European Expert Network on Culture, EENC Paper (September 2013) concluded that 
one of the main challenges for cultural heritage in Europe was to further the 
understanding on the meaning and value of cultural heritage in contemporary society.14 
Narrative voice, identity and signature are key concerns in narrative research. There are 
a range of options to comply with ethical requirements. These include anonymity, 
confidentiality, fictionalizing and blurring identities and the use of metaphor as explained 
above. Issues of audience, community consultation and opportunity for retelling stories, 
changing identities, understanding experiences and differences in views of reality are 
important.  Representatives from the following organisations collaborated with the 
historic research. 

 
Castlemaine Historical Society Inc.: Alleyne and Ian Hockley and Hilary Griffith 
researched data from the Society’s extensive holdings inclusive of local directories, 
electoral rolls, government correspondences, Castlemaine Council minutes, rates, 
building permits, municipal work plans, reports and vouchers, hotel licences, land titles, 
newspapers, petitions, the Society’s local history publications and exhibitions as well as 
land  records and indexes to records held by the Public Record Office Victoria- such as 
Non-issued probates, Inquest Deposition files, Crown Reserve correspondence, 
application for Certificate of Titles, Register of Residence Areas among other things. A 
full list of archives is provided in the bibliography. 
 
Castlemaine Art Gallery and Historical Museum particularly Kirsten McKay made 
available over a hundred historic maps and sketches of the study area 
 
The following people and organisations were notified of the Study and invited to 
participate: 

 All owners of properties and operating businesses within the Study Area 
 The Dja Dja Wurrung Clans Aboriginal Corporation. 
 The National Trust (Victoria) Castlemaine branch 
 The Castlemaine Historical Society Inc. 
 The Castlemaine Art Gallery and Historical Museum 
 The Castlemaine Old Residents and Pioneers Association 
 North Central Catchment Management Authority Flood Mitigation project 
 National Trust of Australia (Victoria), Castlemaine Branch. 

 
Notifications were made in local newspapers: 

 Midland Express   
 Mount Alexander Council website. 

 
Public forums and community meetings to discuss broad cultural heritage issues 
were held on Wednesday March 12 from 2pm to 7pm at which about 30 or more people 
attended. Public notices and individual invitations were sent out to property owners 
within the Study Area and other interested organisations listed above. 

 
 An exhibition of over 50 early maps, sketch and photographs of the study area with 

explanatory text about the study and methodology were installed on exhibition panels, 
together with power point illustrations. 

 An interactive map for community participation was available for mapping of like/dislike 
places.  Consultants, representatives from the Castlemaine Historical Society and Council 
staff were available to answer questions.  

                                                           
14 European Expert Network on Culture, EENC, 2013, Challenges and Priorities for Cultural Heritage in Europe. 
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Brief responses and short interviews with some current owners, residents and 
businesses within the Study Area were received. 

 
Owner of 10 Bruce Street, Geoff Hansford of Castlemaine Bus line,  
Steve Barty, Gas Supplies Tony Kane, 92 Forest Street. 
Ian Hockley regarding Charles Lee Suey Ken McKimmie 
Dough Ralph   Robin Taylor 

 
Reference was made to the findings of Connecting Country Forest Creek Action 
Plan, 2012, prepared by North Central Catchment Management Authority in 
consultation with eight local landcare and nature conservation community groups 
to measure community cultural values of Forest Creek. 

 

   
Likes and Dislikes Map 

  
Community workshop 2014 

 
Quantitative Analysis: Prioritizing Relative Values 
Most heritage assessment approaches include a ranking system.  The VPP “Applying 
the Heritage Overlay” Practice Note 01, states that central to applying the heritage 
overlay in the planning scheme is the process of evaluation. For the purpose of the 
planning scheme the level of cultural values maybe ranked according to local, state or 
national significance. The tool of comparative analysis is used to substantiate 
significance. Within heritage precincts ranking is determined as either contributory or 
non-contributory. Within the criteria of significance is a ranking process according to the 
place’s rarity, authenticity, intactness, condition, context, representativeness, research 
potential and associative significance. 
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Retelling the Stories: Determination of Cultural Heritage 
Significance 
 
Through working and re-working the text as described above, the stories collected from the 
field are retold in the form of a statement that sets out the cultural heritage significance 
including contributing factors and values. The categorization and significance of a place 
determines the level of statutory protection that may be afforded to it. The VPP Practice 
Notes 01 states that a statement of significance should be prepared using the three-part 
format of ‘What is significant?’; ‘How is it significant?’ and ‘Why is it significant?’ The 
statement of significance should clearly establishes the importance of the place and address 
the heritage criteria.15  
 
Limitations to the Study  
 
Approaches and methods to heritage assessment studies are always influenced by the fact 
that they are designed according to the desired outcome of the project and/or the questions 
asked of the project. Assessing the values of a heritage place will use different tools from 
those used for assessing potential impact of change on heritage places. 16  
 
  

                                                           
15 The  VPP “Applying the Heritage Overlay” Practice Note 01 
16 Ibid 
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2 Recommendations  
 

 
2.1 Planning recommendations 
The author’s of the Forest Street to Forest Creek Heritage Assessment Report 
recommended that an amendment to the Mount Alexander Planning Scheme be prepared 
and exhibited to implement the following: 

1. To include the following areas within the schedule to the Heritage Overlay and to amend 
the heritage mapping to identify the areas concerned: 
 The Forest Creek Channel 
 The Western Reserve, former Easter Reserve and Lawn Tennis Club 
 The Forest Street Industrial and Related Residential Precinct  

2. To introduce the Forest Street to Forest Creek Heritage Assessment Report as a 
reference document. 

3. To amend the schedule to the Heritage Overlay to apply tree controls.  (Control over 
external paint and internal alterations were not recommended however).  

4. The following sites be nominated to the Victorian Heritage Inventory (VHI) as potential 
archaeological sites within the study area: 
 The former Cornish & Bruce workshop area.  
 The former Canvas Town area located in the Western Reserve. 
 The former Chinese settlement areas in the Western Reserve and former Eastern 

Reserve (Lawn Tennis Club), the rear of 122 Forest Street, and 44-54 Forest Street.   
5. Other elements of the Study Area not identified here are regarded as not having 

contributory significance.  

2.2 Subsequent actions by Council 
Mount Alexander Shire Council adopted the Report on 12 May 2015, in accordance with the 
first of the above recommendations.  It also resolved to seek authorisation from the Minister 
for Planning to prepare and exhibit Amendment C60 to give effect to the second of the 
above recommendations.   

The Minister for Planning authorised the amendment (Authorisation A03070) on 27 May 
2015, and the amendment was exhibited between 22 June 2015 and 10 August 2015.   

Council received four submissions to Amendment C60 during the statutory exhibition period 
and three submissions after the close of exhibition.  

One of the submissions sought a correction to the Report regarding the date of the planting 
of street trees in Bruce Street, and this was accepted by Council (noting that the correction 
has been made in this revised version of the Report).  

Council also resolved to amend the proposed Heritage Overlay by removing it from nos. 2B 
and 4 Duke Street, Castlemaine. 

Council resolved to request the Minister for Planning to appoint a Planning Panel to consider 
Amendment C60 and all submissions.   

The Panel Hearing was held at Castlemaine on 16 November 2015, and the Panel submitted 
its report to Council on 22 December 2015.  

In accordance with the recommendations of the Planning Panel, the three individual areas 
within the Study Area which were proposed to be included as three separate heritage items 
(HO1183, HO1204 and HO1214) under the Heritage Overlay have been combined into a 
single site identified as the Forest Street to Forest Creek Historic Precinct (HO1183).  
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The Panel also recommended that the residential properties in Bruce Street and Forest 
Street and which are included within the General Residential 1 Zone lack sufficient built 
fabric to warrant the application of heritage overlays.  Amendment C60 has therefore been 
modified to exclude these properties from the Heritage Overlay. 

The Forest Street to Forest Creek Historic Precinct is additional to the following sites within 
the study area over which the Heritage Overlay already applies and which are also included 
on the Victorian Heritage Register: 

 The former Flour Mill Site, 105-107 Barker Street (HO573, VHR H395) 
 Castlemaine Railway Precinct (HO670, VHR H1664) 
 Tute’s Cottage, 29 Greenhill Road (HO614, VHR H1838) 

The planning controls under the Heritage Overlay are additional to the obligations under the 
Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006 to consider whether a proposed activity is in an area of cultural 
heritage sensitivity and is a high impact activity, and which therefore generates the need to 
prepare a Cultural Heritage Management Plan (CHMP).  It is also necessary to determine 
whether a land use activity requires referral to the Dja Dja Wurrung Clans Aboriginal 
Corporation pursuant to the Recognition and Settlement Agreement / Land Use Advisory 
Agreement process.  

2.3 Recommendations for further work 
The Study authors also recommended that consideration be given to undertaking the 
following work:  

1 Restoration, cleaning, reconstruction and maintenance as well as retention of all 
sandstone channels and drains, kerbs and gutters within the Forest Creek channel 
should be undertaken in conjunction with the Flood Mitigation Plan.  

2 Add the citations from the Forest Street to Forest Creek Heritage Assessment 
Report 2015 to the Hermes Heritage Database. 

3 Undertake a heritage assessment to the full extent of Forest Creek and Campbells 
Creek and Barkers Creek. 

4 Prepare a statement of significance for the Central Castlemaine Heritage Precinct. 
5 Prepare a Design and Development Guideline that provides assistance for 

proposals, which comprise a substantial increased in density, height, car parking 
and subdivision of land within the study area.  

6 Prepare a Cultural Landscape Management Plan for the former Forest Creek 
Chanel and Reserves that sets out the conservation management for the 
regeneration of Box-Ironbark flora and fauna into the area as well as retaining the 
historic European city planting features. 

7 Undertake an Interpretation Strategy as the best and most appropriate method of 
promoting a deeper understanding of the intangible cultural values of the 
recommended Forest Creek Channel and Reserves Heritage Precinct. 

8 Establish a Committee of Management that may advise local and state government 
authorities on management of the social and ecological values of the recommended 
Forest Creek Channel and Reserves Precinct. 
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3 Statement of Significance  
 
The Forest Street to Forest Creek Historic Precinct comprises three main features or 
elements: 
 

1. The Forest Creek Channel  
 

This is a kilometre long site which comprises the realigned course of Forest Creek, 
contained between sandstone walls and flood levees.  The site extends between the 
Railway Bridge to the west and Railway Avenue / Pyrenees Highway to the east.  
Apart from Railway Bridge at its western end, the Forest Street Channel is also 
crossed by the Barker Street Bridge and the Wheeler Street Bridge.    
 

2. The Western Reserve, former Eastern Reserve and Lawn Tennis Club  
 
This comprises the former bed and alluvial gold mining works of Forest Creek prior to 
its diversion into the channel.  Following the gold mining, the site was reclaimed and 
became the site of the former Chinatown and extensive Chinese market gardens, 
before being acquired as public land.   
 

3. The Forest Street Industrial Area  
 
This is a discrete area focussed around the Forest Street / Barker Street / Bruce 
Street intersection.  Due to its location along major transport routes, this former gold 
mining area became the site of foundries, coach building, public transport depots, 
garages and their associated residences which remain largely intact today.   
 

The map below identifies these three elements: 
 

 
 
What is Significant? 
 
The Forest Creek Channel: 

 The kilometre long sandstone channel and levees which extend from Barker Street 
Bridge to Railway Bridge (Railway Avenue). 

 
The Western Reserve, former Eastern Reserve and Lawn Tennis Club: 
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 Ornamental trees planted around 1880 
 Tennis club rooms and courts 
 Channels and drains 

 
The Forest Street Industrial Area: 

 109 Barker Street – a timber Victorian house, the former residence and site of the 
workshop of John Collicoat, blacksmith. 

 141 Barker Street – the 1938 William Cusack’s brick and render drive-in brick service 
station and General Motor dealership and garage, extended in 1949 in the same 
architectural style.  

 115 Barker Street - dwelling 
 118-120 Barker Street - two storey brick residence built in 1952 by Alfred Bentley, the 

owner of the Bentley Garage and later Castlemaine Bus Line Company.   
 122 Barker Street & 42-44 Forest Street - the Castlemaine Bus Line Company 

building. 
 46-50 Forest Street - the former Rowe Motors.  
 54 Forest Street – commercial building 

 
How is it significant? 
 
The Forest Street to Forest Creek Historic Precinct is of local historical, aesthetic and social 
significance.  Two of the elements comprised in this precinct also have technological 
significance (the Forest Creek Channel) and rarity significance (the Forest Street Industrial 
Area).   
 
Why is it Significant? 
 

Criterion Why this criteria is met? 
Criterion A: Importance to the course or 
pattern of our cultural or natural history 
(historical significance). 

Forest Creek Channel 
The Forest Creek Channel is of local historic 
significance as a major channelization 
engineering project that resulted in the diversion 
of Forest Creek into a kilometre straight stone 
sludge channel that was cut through the centre 
of Castlemaine. It is an important example of late 
nineteenth century urban infrastructure 
development, water technology and flood 
mitigation works that changed the area from a 
gold mining district to a town under the control of 
a municipal Council. The many changes in 
material, construction technique and details 
reflect the surge of mining activity that resulted in 
massive environmental damage and flooding to 
the area with persistent sludge, sediment, 
tailings and heavy metal deposition. 
 
Reserves 
The Reserves have historical significance as the 
site of the first irregular canvas settlement of 
Castlemaine prior to the official survey in 1852, 
and due to the influence of the Chinese in the 
early settlement of Castlemaine.   
 
The Reserves mark the alignment of the former 
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bed of Forest Creek prior to the construction of 
the diversionary channel.  This is significant 
because it demonstrates the evolution of the 
river bed alluvial gold diggings from transient 
camp and wasteland, into an ornamental reserve 
with lawn tennis club, cricket oval and skate 
park. The re-alignment of the bed of Forest 
Creek was hard won through periods of renewed 
mining, extensive landfill debris, devastating 
periods of flooding and makeshift dwellings and 
squatters. The transformation of the area into a 
public open space, a former commons, 
symbolises the "civic and democratic" effect of 
gold. 
 
The first Chinese diggers arrived at the Mt 
Alexander Goldfields in 1854 in what was the 
first big migration of Chinese miners into 
Victorian gold diggings.  Large numbers worked 
at Forest Creek and Chinatown was established 
along Forest Street.  Even when a large section 
of the settlement on the corner of Hargreaves 
Street was demolished, Chinese presence in the 
area remained. A Chinese storekeeper Gee 
Lung, and carpenter Lee Pack, were in 
occupation until the mid 20th century. The Ah 
Coy family remained a prominent freehold owner 
of Forest Street allotments west of the Western 
Reserve, and Charles Lee Suey also owned and 
operated a store on this part of Forest Street. 
This remaining small store in this part of Forest 
Street is the last vestige of the Chinese 
shopkeeping history of the area.  The Eastern 
Reserve, reclaimed land, was used for over 50 
years as Chinese market gardening. Sing Kee, 
market gardener rented three allotments 
between Wheeler and Urquhart until the mid 
1930s.  A portion of land was being used by the 
tennis club by 1928, formally leased to the club 
by the 1940s. 
 
Forest Street Industrial area 
The Forest Street Industrial area is of historical 
significance as an example of a complex 19th 
century industrial area located on the periphery 
of Castlemaine in a flood prone area associated 
with the development of transport industry. 
Forest and Barker Streets from the very first 
became the location where farriers, blacksmiths, 
wheelwrights and coachbuilders established. 
The intergenerational networks and working 
associations have their beginning in the 
construction of a co-operative venture, the 1856 
first steam-powered industry in town, the 
Castlemaine Steam Flour Mill (1856-57), still 
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extant. The Mill became a catalyst for attracting 
other industries, the Railway Workshops and 
Foundry of railway contractors Cornish & Bruce, 
the Robertson Wagner (principals of Cobb & Co) 
coach factory and farriery and Fitzgerald 
Brewing & Malting Co.  Around these major 
industries a satellite of smaller businesses 
collected. They included Joseph Attenborough, 
‘wheelwright’, Thomas Blundell ‘blacksmith’, 
William Thomas Murdoch ‘smithy, Campbell 
Murdoch, and John Wilson, Alexander Maybury, 
John Collicoat all blacksmith businesses, William 
Woolnough, blacksmith coach-building and a 
woman, Louisa Gray ‘smithy’, McCarthy, a 
blacksmith, AF Beck and Joseph Torrens 
Witherow, as well as Charles Lee Suey who 
managed the Chinese Marine business. 
 
The Forest Street Industrial area also comprises 
a collection of buildings that demonstrates the 
continuity and evolution of 19th century smithy 
and associated coach building services as their 
technology transformed in early-mid twentieth 
century into the vehicle and garage service 
industry (now also providing fuel) and 
dealerships for the motor car industry. This 
important history is represented today by the 
former KRB Motors at 46-50 Forest Street 
(originally Rowe Motors owned by Clem 
Rathbone who also purchased Percy George’s 
garage); 42 Forest Street the former Bentley’s 
garage and Castlemaine Bus Lines building; and 
the former Cusack’s Motors garage at 141 
Barker Street; and the former Charles Le Suey, 
Marine Merchants, at 54 Forest Street. The 
significance of the transport industry in the study 
area is reinforced by several dwellings 
associated with the owners of these businesses, 
being the dwellings at  118 Barker Street 
(Bentley), 115 Barker Street (Cusack), and 109 
Barker Street (Murdoch).  
 

Criterion B: Possession of uncommon 
rare or endangered aspects of our 
cultural or natural history (rarity). 

Forest Street Industrial Area 
This area has rarity value as the location of 
extant Chinese business presence in Forest 
Street, representing the former !860s Chinatown. 
A Chinese storekeeper Gee Lung, and carpenter 
Lee Pack, were in occupation in Forest Street 
until the mid 20th century. The Ah Coy family 
remained a prominent freehold owner of Forest 
Street allotments north-west of the Western 
Reserve, and Charles Lee Suey also owned and 
operated a store on this part of Forest Street. 
Local history indicates that the Haymarket Hotel 
(site of the former Castlemaine Bus Line 
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Company) at the time of its delicensed in 1916 
was licensed to a Chinese proprietor, and was 
also the stop for the Chinese coach service from 
the 1867.The land behind the hotel in Forest 
Street was owned by James Ah Coy.   
 
This area also has rarity value for the group of 
surviving of inter-war garages, which generally 
have not survived well in the Mount Alexander 
region.  Many, like Cusack’s, were built to benefit 
from the competitive advantage of a corner site, 
and consequently many have since either been 
significantly upgraded, or demolished to make 
way for other businesses. The former Cusack’s 
garage is Castlemaine’s only intact period ‘early 
drive-in’ service station, in the 1930s Modern 
style, and of additional architectural interest for 
its canopy.   It was one of 170 extant service 
stations constructed between 1892 and the early 
1990s that were identified in a 1997 state-wide 
heritage survey of motor garages and service 
stations. It was the only service station identified 
in Castlemaine as being of heritage significance 
at the ‘local’ level. 
 

Criterion E: Importance in exhibiting 
particular aesthetic characteristics 
(aesthetic significance). 

Forest Creek Channel  
The Channel is aesthetically significant for its 
strong historical association with 19th century 
alluvial gold mining in central Castlemaine. The 
channel demonstrates vernacular use of local 
sandstone construction and traditional masonry 
techniques associated with local quarrying and 
the nearby prominent monumental masons, the 
Ferries, Cox and Redfearn families, who 
operated stonemason yards adjacent Forest 
Creek Channel.  The wide kilometre long 
masonry channel contains and delineates the 
civic centre, and provides distant views. The tree 
lined levee bank and cycle path creates a 
corridor of green through the centre of 
Castlemaine to connect to the local bushlands. 
 
Reserves 
The Reserves have aesthetic value for their 
visual scenic properties and transformative 
values as an extensive open parkland, an urban 
sink, that contributes to the Forest Creek 
channel linear park which stretches over a 
kilometre through central Castlemaine. Special 
points of aesthetic experience include the abrupt 
interface between historic urban streetscapes 
and local bushlands. This is experienced as an 
easy mingling of 19th century European 
horticulture and Australian revegetated bush that 
provides a context for appreciating the changing 
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local human-ecosystem relationships, 
demonstrated by its history as a reclaimed 
mining wasteland.  
 
The Reserves also have aesthetic value as a 
large, late nineteenth century public recreation 
reserve and ornamental park in close proximity 
to nineteenth century market square. The 
Reserves provide a visual setting and cultural 
context for the commercial centre of 
Castlemaine, the many significant market 
buildings, banks and former government camp. 
These characteristics include the retention of its 
nineteenth century layout, its significant 
plantings, some dating from the 1870s, its 
differing levels of horticultural intensity, the 
avenues of elms, oaks, ash and palms, including 
water features, bridges, sandstone channels and 
drains and nature conservation. 
 
Forest Street Industrial Area 
This area has aesthetic significance for the 
collection of buildings associated with the vehicle 
industries that include the modern style of the 
Castlemaine Bus Lines (originally Bentley’s 
Motors, built c.1952) and associated two storey 
residence, and the 1938 period-style of the drive 
in service garage (originally Cusack’s Motors) 
and associated residence, both largely intact. 
They are architecturally different, and distinctive, 
buildings impressively situated on the main 
intersection of the town.  Together with the KRB 
Motors building, they express the modern 
aesthetic associated with introduction of mid-
20th century road vehicle industries. They 
provide an understanding of the new 
opportunities afforded the local community by 
changing possibilities of mobility and modernity. 
 

Criterion F: Importance in demonstrating 
a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement at a particular period 
(technical significance). 

Forest Creek Channel  
The Channel is of local mining technological 
significance as an important attribute of the 
Forest Creek system which clearly illustrates 
layers of alluvial gold mining, sludge dams, water 
races, rehabilitation works and environmental 
transformation. 
 

Criterion G: Strong or special 
association with a particular community 
or cultural group for social, cultural or 
spiritual reasons. This includes the 
significance of a place to Indigenous 
peoples as part of their continuing and 
developing cultural traditions (social 
significance).  

Forest Street Industrial area 
This area has social significance for its long links 
with skills associated with the transport industry, 
its motor repair and fabrication industry is of 
more than local significance.  The broader 
cultural dimensions relate to the great number of 
roadside blacksmiths repairing axles, wheels, etc 
on the goldfields roads; the constant demand for 
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repair of local mining tools and machinery; the 
trucking industry associated with the local 
quarrying, orchard and wood-carting industries; 
the former presence of the Castlemaine School 
of Mines and Technical School; and possibly the 
metal-working and mechanical skills nurtured by 
the famous Thompsons engineering works and 
other substantial secondary industries in the 
town.   
 
The Forest Street Industrial area and in 
particular the former Castlemaine Bus Line 
Company has social significance for its long 
association with public transport industries dating 
to 1856.  The Castlemaine Bus Lines Building on 
the corner of Barker and Forest Street is located 
on a prominent corner, a landmark site, with 
continuous use in the motor transport trade and 
industry for over 160 years. 
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4 Heritage Assessment of the Study Area 
 
The study area is an excellent example of the process of 19th century British imperial/colonial 
extractive model of economic development that introduced widespread individual 
entrepreneurship and capitalism to the Victorian state of Australia. It demonstrates the 
concept of “accumulation by dispossession’ described by the economic geographer, David 
Harvey. The evolution of the area illustrates the Victorian Colonial Government attempts to 
moderate “free entry” or “free mining” principle, which characterized the Californian 
Goldfields in 1849. The principle of “free mining’ is a belief that mining should have priority 
over most other land uses. It reflects a political desire to stimulate economic growth by self 
interest and private entrepreneurship.   
 
The introduction of a limited gold licensing system to the large Victorian alluvial gold mining 
field provoked communal reaction, petitions and protests that resulted among other things, in 
state sponsored civic works programmes, including railway distribution system, Coliban 
water system and gold mining sludge drainage channels (such as the Forest Creek 
Channel), post offices, gaols, benevolent asylums and reserves for Botanic Gardens.  
 
The research on the Forest Creek Channel is a micro-history about the construction of a 
sludge drain to carry the sediment and waste from the alluvial gold works higher up the creek 
in the Chewton area. The development of a sludge channel and mining reclamation works 
can be seen in the context of the wider global history of the development of extractive 
industries. It demonstrates how on the Forest Creek goldfields the pervading system of “free 
entry” was challenged and changed by self determination of the ordinary diggers and British 
colonial administrators.  
 
The philosophy of “free entry” or “free mining”, a system which gives mining corporations the 
right of entry on virtually all land without consulting affected landowners remains the 
dominant mining principle throughout the world.17 It is increasingly challenged, particularly by 
Indigenous people from South America, Africa and Canada, the epicentre of the global 
extractive industry, amongst other countries. 
 
While the philosophy of “free entry” was moderated in Victoria, at the time of the gold rush in 
the mid 19th century, the British colonial government upheld the mandate of the ‘Doctrine of 
Discovery’ that is the belief in ‘terra nullis’ or vacant land’ . This world view together with the 
“free entry” concept resulted in widespread dispossession of the Indigenous population of 
their traditional land and natural resources as well as environmental degradation on a 
massive scale.  
 
The Dja Dja Wurrung people are legally recognized by the Australian government as the 
traditional owners of the land in Mount Alexander Shire. They are the indigenous people of 
the area and have occupied the district for millennia.  Dr. Fred Cahir’s book, Black Gold, 
recounts extensive cultural exchange, mutual involvement and complex entanglement of the 
Dja Dja Wurrung people and the European and Chinese incoming gold diggers and 
migrants.18  

These stories are of critical importance to the local community. It requires a different 
methodology .This report is based on the construction, collection and creation of European 
archives, dating from 1836.  There has been no historical research of the Dja Dja Wurrung’s 

                                                           
17 Kinuthia, Wanyee , (2014) Madaraka, MA Thesis from Univerisity of Ottawa, Canada.  
18

 Cahir, Fred, (2012) Black Gold. Aboriginal People on the Goldfields of Victoria, 1850-1870, Australian National 
University Press. 
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view of the development of Castlemaine. Likewise the history of the Chinese Camp is drawn 
from European constructed archives. This report provides only one perspective of the 
development of the place.  

4.1 Historic Themes 
 
European Vision of Forest Creek and the Landscape  
 
The reference point (beyond Mount Cole) for Surveyor General Major Thomas Mitchell on 
the north-east stage of his ‘Australia Felix’ journey had been the ‘Forest Granite hill’ that he 
named Mount Byng (todays Mount Alexander). On 28th September 1836 his party passed 
through the grassy valley that less than two decades later would be stormed by a rush of 
diggers and become the site of the town of Castlemaine.19 On 29th September Mitchell’s field 
notes record an ‘Expedition Pass’ with ‘a fine rivulet’ (Forest Creek) flowing through it.20 

A number of the ‘Castlemaine Pioneers’ had been deeply impressed by the beauty of Forest 
Creek and the Castlemaine district in the early days.  Robert Mitchell recalled the upper 
reaches of Forest Creek: 

‘The road from Chewton to Harcourt I thought the prettiest I had ever walked. The creek 
meandering along the roadside, and the magnificent trees under the shade of which we 
rested, reminded me greatly of some places at home.’21 

About the same time, in the summer of 1852-53, Walter Wilson on the Moonlight diggings 
recalled that: ‘The hills and flats were then covered with large trees, and I assure you in 
looking up the valley of Moonlight a fairer scene could scarcely be imagined.’22 

Further downstream, the future site of Castlemaine was described by AC Yandell as ‘a lovely 
spot in those days, with some grand old gum trees growing.’23 Walter Wilson, looking 
northward from near the former gasworks (adjacent to the subject site) recalled that ‘the 
gully and hill beyond, which are now streets and rocky eminences, were…densely covered 
with trees and foliage.’24 

In the summer of 1852-53 Thomas Carter described the site that would become Market 
Square: ‘In those days Market Square was a beautiful green sward, with majestic gum-trees 
here and there…’25 

CASTLEMAINE 19TH CENTURY GOLD RUSH OVERVIEW 

The Significance of the Mount Alexander - Castlemaine Diggings 

While physical evidence of the pastoral era is unlikely to survive in the study area, its legacy 
is the names of the waterways.  Forest Creek was named in the pastoral era (after its heavily 
forested upper reaches), while Barkers Creek and Campbells Creeks are both named after 
the squatters who occupied the area prior to the gold-rush. 

                                                           
19 Hocking, Geoff, Castlemaine: From Camp to City 1835-1900: A Pictorial History of Forest Creek & the Mount 
Alexander Goldfields, Five Mile Press, Knoxfield, 1994, pp.12, 14 
20 The Major Mitchell Trail, Department of Conservation and Environment, Victoria, 1990, p.101 
21 Robert Mitchell, Records of the Castlemaine Pioneers, The Castlemaine Association of Pioneers and Old 
Residents, Graffiti, 1996, p.39. (Mitchell had come from ‘the Clyde’.) 
22 Walter Wilson, Castlemaine Pioneers, op cit, p.94 
23 AC Yandell, Castlemaine Pioneers, op cit, pp.19-20  
24 Walter Wilson, Castlemaine Pioneers, op cit, p.95 
25 Thomas Carter, Castlemaine Pioneers, op cit, p.162 
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The epoch-making event in the colonial era was the discovery of gold. The prodigious 
amount of gold being carried in the escorts from the ‘Mount Alexander’ or ‘Forest Creek’ 
diggings, and thence by ship to London, astounded the world and impelled the greatest of 
the nineteenth century gold-rushes. With glittering prospects, masses of European, Chinese 
and North and South Americans rushed to the Mount Alexander diggings. The name ‘Forest 
Creek’ became known around the world. 

As what is thought to have been the richest shallow alluvial goldfield in the world, Forest 
Creek was a ‘peoples’ goldfield.  It didn’t require capital to work as did deep-lead or reef 
mines.  Small parties, commonly just a man and his ‘mate’, all had the same chance of 
making a fortune, or at least enough to buy a small farm. The only skill required in this new 
world was an ability to turn your hand to practical things and do without creature comforts. 

The memoirs assembled by the Castlemaine Pioneers and Old Residents in their twilight 
years reveal that they had also set sail with a vision bigger than just making a private 
fortune. A number recount arriving at Forest Creek in the ‘50s with hopes of a glorious ‘land 
of promise’, their heads ringing with the chorus of the shipboard song ‘Cheer boys cheer, for 
this new and happy land … the land of the free’.26  There was more to Castlemaine in the 
1850s than just the ‘roaring days’: it was an opportunity to build a better society. 

These were the men who demonstrated against the oppressive ‘licence-hunts’ and rallied to 
‘open up the land’, first on Agitation Hill, and then after the subdivision of the town in 1853, at 
nearby Market Square.27 Both sites are immediately adjacent to the study area.   

CASTLEMAINE 

WS Urquhart surveyed Castlemaine in 1852. The township was gazetted in January 1853 
and the first land sales took place in February.28                                                                                                                                                                                                                

A contemporary recalled that around mid 1853: ‘The township of Castlemaine was at this 
time moving en masse from the base of Constitution Hill and Circular Road to the east end 
of Forest and Mostyn Streets’.29 Early in 1854 the Commissioner issued a directive that all 
business premises in Canvas Town must forthwith be evacuated; the owners were expected 
to decamp to the streets around the now-reserved Market Square.30 Rather than purchasing 
land, some instead chose to continue squatting elsewhere outside the town boundaries; 
many moved to Johnstone Street. 

The first commercial development of Castlemaine was at its eastern end, adjacent to the 
study area.  In September the Victoria hotel on Urquhart Street 50 metres north of Forest 
Street was the first hotel to be erected, followed by the Albert on the north side of Forest 
Street between Urquhart and Union Streets. The third, the Criterion, was at the opposite end 
of Market Square, on the corner of Mostyn and Barker Streets. The whole town centre then 
developed quickly.  

Castlemaine was the centre of the great alluvial goldfield.  By the end of 1852 the population 
of the Forest Creek diggings was conservatively estimated at 35,000; another estimate put it 
in excess of 50,000.31 The early growth of the town was correspondingly impressive, and the 
                                                           
26 Eg, JF Hughes, and James Robertson, Castlemaine Pioneers, op cit, pp.1, 47 & passim; Brown, H. 1862, 
Victoria as I found it during five years of Adventure, Newby, London 
27 Eg, The Argus, 27th December 1854 ‘Public Meeting of Diggers – Visit to the Camp’, p.6 
28 Hocking, Castlemaine Camp to City, op cit, p.84 
29 Robert Mitchell, Castlemaine Pioneers, op. cit, p.38 
30 Bradfield, Raymond A, Castlemaine: The North End, Some Early History, Pearcedale, 1978 ‘This Will be the 
Place for a Village’ 
31 Hocking, Early Castlemaine, op cit, pp.39, 43; Hocking, Castlemaine, Camp to City, op cit, p.79; Bradfield, 
Golden Harvest, op cit, p.18 
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quality of its buildings noteworthy.  When William Baker arrived in Castlemaine from Ballarat 
in 1859 he was ‘struck with its substantial appearance, which reminded me of an English 
town, being then so much in advance of Ballarat …’.32 

Another of the ‘Castlemaine Pioneers’ recalled the unbounded optimism of the town in the 
1850s: 

‘Attention was being directed to quartz mining, and during the years 1855-56-57 Castlemaine bid 
fair to become the premier goldfield city of the colony, which, I deeply regret, has not been 
fulfilled.’33 

In these heady early days Castlemaine had no doubt as to its destiny. The centrality that had 
been the basis of the establishment of the Commissioner’s Camp encouraged the town to 
declare itself the ‘Great Centre’. Roads to Melbourne, Bendigo, Daylesford, Maryborough, 
Maldon and Ballarat passed through it. It would also be located on what became known as 
Victoria’s ‘Main Line’, and would shortly have its own branch railway to Maldon, as well as 
railway connection with Maryborough and onwards to Ballarat, Ararat and Stawell.  ‘Glowing 
prophecies were made of the business which would be conducted in this great distributing 
centre – the junction of all the railway lines and the entrepot (market) for the whole of the 
northern districts.’34 A long lead article in an 1857 edition of the Mount Alexander Mail 
imagined Castlemaine in 30 years time; the wonderful vision included a population of 
250,000 and an Italian Opera House.35   

The 1859 decision by the railway contractors Cornish & Bruce to establish their great 
foundry and railway workshop at Castlemaine was an endorsement of Castlemaine’s 
strategic advantage in terms of centrality. When the railway was finished and the work of the 
foundry completed, the Government decided, despite strong lobbying from the town, to 
develop its railway workshops at Williamstown (later Newport) rather than Castlemaine. This 
struck a blow to Castlemaine’s ‘Great Centre’ destiny. 

Essentially however Castlemaine’s failure to fulfil its early promise was mainly due to its lack 
of quartz reef or deep lead systems of a size sufficient to sustain capital intensive mining for 
decades, as occurred at Bendigo and Ballarat. And although alluvial mining was still 
extensively carried on, by the end of the 1850s the best of Castlemaine’s alluvial resource 
had been spent.   

In the 1880s encouraging prospects from the deepest shafts revived hopes. The Bolivia / 
Ajax reef above Forty Foot Hill had produced handsomely since it was first worked by small 
parties of diggers, and later by deep sinking companies. Despite the Ajax Quartz Mining 
Association being wound up in 1879, in 1881 seasoned miner W Gaulton professed that 
‘capital and enterprise’ now ruled, and that mining quartz reefs at greater depth would pay 
investors and rejuvenate Castlemaine.36 In 1880 the United Ajax Mining Co NL purchased 
the Ajax mine, and when in 1887 George Lansell, Bendigo’s famous ‘Quartz King’, became a 
major shareholder, and in 1888 government mining surveyor TL Brown declared the 
company’s prospects ‘bright’, optimism rose and sinking resumed. However the ore was not 
payable and the mine closed down in 1897.37  

By the 1880s the town had some well-established secondary industries, notably a tannery, 
two foundries, and a woollen mill.38 Thompsons foundry became a company of national 

                                                           
32 William Baker, Castlemaine Pioneers, op cit, p.124 
33 Robert Mitchell, Castlemaine Pioneers, op cit, pp.41-42 
34 Hocking, Early Castlemaine, op cit, p.83 
35 ibid, pp.83-85 
36 Eg, Castlemaine Pioneers, op cit: W Gaulton, pp.27-28, Thomas Graham, pp.86-87 
37 Tingay, Goldfields Reminiscences, op cit, pp.163-4 
38 Thomas Graham, Castlemaine Pioneers, op cit, pp.86-87 
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significance. In 1852 the Thompson brothers, with George Shegog (a prominent property 
owner in the study area) and Fairburn, brought an ore-crushing plant to Forest Creek. They 
retrieved some 5000 ounces of gold from Quartz Hill, laying the foundations of their futures. 
Later the Thompsons installed a steam-driven stamp battery at Manchester Flat.  The 
Thompsons moved on to flour milling, and then in 1875 built an iron foundry and engineering 
works in time to help provide for the industrialisation of mining, the great expansion of 
Victoria’s railway system, and the expansion of agriculture and irrigation.  It supplied rails 
and points, designed innovative hydraulic sluicing equipment, and built railway locomotives, 
large and complex pumping equipment, steam rollers, and large bucket dredges (including 
the largest mining bucket dredge in the world in the 1930s).39  

Municipal Directories examined at ten-year intervals provide a snapshot of the town. In 1883 
industries other than those mentioned above were breweries, distilleries, flour mills, a pyrite 
works and vineyards (which were ‘carried on to a considerable extent’).  In that same year 
Thomas Graham had also observed that ‘fruit growing’ was becoming an important 
industry.40  

By 1903 Vivian’s foundry had closed but in 1913 the local economy was looking up.  There is 
a new listing of eight hydraulic dredging plants ‘within 7 miles of Castlemaine, employing 140 
men’. And reflecting the general farming revival and in particular the dairy industry (and its 
related pig industry), new butter, bacon and cordial factories are listed.  (Despite its relatively 
poor agricultural and pastoral hinterland, 41 horticulture, viticulture and other farming has 
been productive, and the successor of ‘Castlemaine Bacon’ remains a very large local 
employer.) In 1933 a ‘brick and tile’ works replaced the ‘pottery’ of 1923, suggesting building 
activity in the district. By 1953 the butter factory was no more, but a new car-based tourism 
industry was emerging, evident in a ‘motor camping park’, and the active and passive 
recreational attractions that were listed in full.   

In 1964 there was a more extensive listing of industries.  Apple and pear production at 
Harcourt, the Wattle Gully gold mine, granite and slate, and timber production were finally 
mentioned. Great play is made of the ‘competition-winning caravan park’ alongside the 
Olympic pool and botanical gardens.  The new reference to ‘buildings of historic interest’ 
complements previous listings of the ‘art gallery and museum’.  Faint echoes of the ‘Great 
Centre’ might just be heard in Castlemaine’s new ‘title’ – the ‘Heart of the Midlands’ – it 
being ‘at the junction of the Midlands and Pyrenees Highway’. By 1970 the ‘renowned 
Castlemaine Market classified A by the National Trust’ was ‘a mecca for visitors from all 
parts of Australia’. 

In 1860 the population of Castlemaine was estimated by the Mount Alexander Mail to have 
been ‘about 10,000 persons.’ It added that as a ‘Market Town’ it served about 30,000.42  
Between 1880 and 1970 the population of the town declined from 7500 and rose again to 
about the same level.  The estimates of population and dwelling numbers reported in the 
Municipal Directories each ten years or so are as follows.43 

                                                           
39 Hocking, Camp to City, op cit, pp.212-221 
40 Thomas Graham, Castlemaine Pioneers, op cit, pp.87 
41 Bradfield, Golden Harvest, op cit, p.ix 
42 Bradfield, Flour Mill, 1979, op cit, p.20 
43 Victorian Municipal Directories 1873 – 1970.  The directories did not update figures every year so these figures 
are indicative only.  For example, the increase for the number of dwellings 1923 - 1933 figure seems small 
compared with other areas, and the 1933 figure might not have been updated.  Correspondingly, the increase 
over the next 20 years period 1933 – 1955 (skipping the war) is larger than would normally be expected.  We can 
be more confident however about the highly significant increase (c.50% of housing stock) from 1923 to 1953, 
although by the corresponding population figures, it appears that some of this would be replacement of existing 
dwellings. 
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Year Population Number of Dwellings 

1883 7500 - 

1893 4770 - 

1903 5704 1285 

1913 6200 1323 

1923 5330 1250 

1933 5000 1310 

1943 - - 

1953 6300 1810 

1964 7270 2060 

1970 7350 2257 

 

It is evident that there was significant increase in population in the 1890s-1910s, and a 
decline in the 1920s and 30s (although a rise in the number of dwellings).  Population 
increased from the 1930s, likely mostly after the Second World War, and continued to grow 
at a lesser rate in the late 1950s and 60s. Significant periods of new housing occurred in the 
Edwardian period, the 1920s, and the late 1940s to early 1950s. 

Although a medium sized town, Castlemaine has achieved a national profile on a number of 
counts.  It is of course a famous goldmining town in Australia, and in recent times its Market 
and other urban heritage attractions, and its Diggings National Heritage Park have become 
known.  While today it is the ‘Street-Rod Capital of Australia’, historically it is a claimant to 
the ‘Wild Colonial Boy’ (Jack Donahue-Jack Doolan-Jack Duggan). It is the birthplace of 
Queensland’s famous beer Castlemaine XXXX whose roots were the Castlemaine brewery 
of brothers Nicholas and Edward Fitzgerald.  As well as Thompsons (or Thompsons Kelly & 
Lewis) other nationally known companies include Castlemaine Rock and Castlemaine Bacon 
(Don KRC).   
 
Gold Mining 

The discovery of gold at Specimen Gully off Barkers Creek was announced in July 1851, but 
the discovery of much richer gold in Forest Creek around Golden Point in September and 
October 1851 sparked the great Mount Alexander (Forest Creek) rush.  By the end of 
November there were 10,000 diggers on the field. Most of the gold was obtained over the 
next few years, within a few feet of the surface along flats and gullies, principally along 
Forest Creek, but also Fryers, Barkers and Campbells Creeks.  Rich gold was also found in 
the low gravel-topped hills near to Forest and Barkers Creeks. Red Hill, Old Post Office Hill 
and Adelaide Hill were worked from 1851, and Montgomery Hill and Forty Foot Hill were 
opened by autumn 1852. While there were few new great alluvial rushes after 1854, alluvial 
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mining remained important in the immediate vicinity of Castlemaine at least until the early 
1860s.44   

South of Forest Creek, immediately adjacent to the study area, was the fabulously rich Forty 
Foot Hill, flanked by Ten Foot Hill (originally worked by parties of deserting sailors, 
sometimes a whole ships crew) and Clinker Hill.45  A little further south the Bolivia Hill quartz 
reef outcrop was initially worked by hand, but later different companies sunk deep shafts 
with varying success. The Bolivia (or Ajax) was Castlemaine’s richest quartz reef, producing 
at least 49,134 ounces of gold by 1897, and worked down to a depth of 1100 feet.46  
However yields from reef mining in the Castlemaine district were small in comparison with 
Bendigo and other quartz fields. 

 

Plan, 1860, showing the proximity of Forty Foot Hill, Clinkers Hill and Ten Foot Hill, which 
overlook the subject site, and auriferous gullies, including ‘Victoria Gully’. Forest Creek had been 
realigned away from Forest Street by that time; its ‘proposed course’ (approximately its present 
course), is also shown. (Castlemaine Art Gallery & Historical Society) 

In 1852 James Dunn’s father brought his family from Adelaide to Forest Creek where they 
camped ‘by a big tree near where the Gas Works now is’ (the gas works was on the south-
east corner of Forest Street and Urquhart Street, over the road from the study area).  They 
worked at Victoria Gully, Forty Foot Hill, Ten Foot Hill and Clinkers Hill ‘with satisfactory 
results’.  A patch on Forty Foot Hill yielded £9000 worth of gold (the claim then did very well 
for another party after Dunn’s father had abandoned it thinking it worked out).47 The gold on 
Clinkers Hill was principally in ‘cement’ (an extremely hard conglomerate), a deal of which 
‘had to be hammered out on iron sheets’ to access the gold.48 

Dunn’s good fortune paled in comparison to that of another Adelaide party: the Melbourne 
Herald reported that in five weeks a party of six men extracted 260 pounds weight of pure 
gold from ‘the Forty Foot Hill near the Commissioner’s Camp’.49 SW Joness recounted 
instances of even richer finds by small parties in that period; at one stage eight foot square 
claims on Forty Foot Hill were ‘expected to yield 3,600 ounces of gold’.50  There were ‘over 

                                                           
44 AC Yandell, Castlemaine Pioneers, op cit, p.19; Robert Mitchell, Castlemaine Pioneers, op cit, p.41; Richard 
Thimbleby, Castlemaine Pioneers, op cit, p.200; Flett, James, The History of Gold Discovery in Victoria, Poppet 
Head Press, Melbourne, 1979, pp.190-192; SJ Tingay, ‘History of the Ajax (Bolivia) Reef’, in his 1977 facsimile 
edition of ‘Bonanza’ (SW Joness) Goldfields Reminiscences: 1851 to 1884 (first published, Melbourne 1884), 
pp.161-2 
45 Eg, JF Hughes, AC Yandell, Castlemaine Pioneers, op cit, pp.6, 20 
46 Walter Wilson, Castlemaine Pioneers, op cit, p.100; SJ Tingay, 1977, op cit, pp.163-164   
47 James Dunn, Castlemaine Pioneers, op cit, pp.227-228 
48 James Dunn, Castlemaine Pioneers, op cit, p.230 
49 Melbourne Morning Herald, 10/8/1852, cited by ‘Bonanza’ (SW Joness) in his Goldfields Reminiscences: 1851 
to 1884 (first published, Melbourne 1884, facsimile copy SJ Tingay, Castlemaine, 1977), p.22 
50 ibid; Bradford, Raymond, Castlemaine: A Golden Harvest, Lowden, Kilmore, 1972, p.17 
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two thousand miners … located like bees in a hive on the Forty-Foot Hill, and the adjacent 
flats, extending to the edge of the circle from south of the railway to the creek due north .51  

The site of the Castlemaine town itself was not auriferous apart from the Devonshire mines 
and Town Reef, which were unimportant.52 However early maps, paintings, photographs and 
memoirs show that the south side of Forest Creek at Castlemaine was the scene of 
extensive gold workings, at least into the late 1850s.  As Forest Creek was originally situated 
considerably north of its current channel, these diggings included the study area.   

The testimonies of the ‘Castlemaine Pioneers’ include references to mining on the subject 
site. George Robins records that in about the autumn of 1853 he and a party ‘did some 
digging where Fitzgerald’s Distillery now stands’ (ie between Forest Creek and the flour mill 
building).53 The claim was successful, but the party didn’t pay the young Robbins his share 
when they finished.  In 1856, when Richard Thimbleby was digging the foundations of the 
flour mill near its main entrance he ‘came on a fairly rich run of gold, so I and my mate 
“planted” the washdirt behind a stack of bricks and washed it off in the evening…’.54 In 1862 
Ah Kim & Co’s party were digging right up to the fence of the Cornish & Bruce foundry, 
which by that time had taken over the flour mill.55 

 

Detail of 1853 plan that shows ‘Gold Workings’ across the study area. Also note the original course of 
Forest Creek, which flowed along part of Forest Street between Hargraves and Barker Street, and 

also down the southern part of Barker Street. Note also the location of the bridge and track to 
Campbells Creek (and later Maldon).  (PROV, Put Away Cas C6) 

                                                           
51 Joness, loc cit;  
52 Bradford, Golden Harvest, op cit, p.19 
53 George Robins, Castlemaine Pioneers, op cit, p.176 
54 Richard Thimbleby, Castlemaine Pioneers, op cit, pp.199-200 
55 Bradfield, Raymond A, Flour Mill Railway Foundry Cobb & Co, Vaughan, 1979, p.35 
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The Study Area, 1870-1875, looking west from Urquhart Street, the former gas works in the 
foreground. While some levelling has been undertaken west of Hargraves (Wheeler) Street, on the 
block east of Hargraves Street can be seen the remains of the original Forest Creek course, and a 
pock-marked landscape, the remnants of earlier alluvial mining. (State Library of NSW, Holtermann 

Collection, part of image ‘Castlemaine, Victoria, looking west along Forest Street’) 
 

W Gaulton reported that by 1855 – early 1856: 
‘several crushing and amalgamating plants [were] ‘erected along the creek. Chilean mills and 
a Cappers patent being about the first. Prior to this there had been but a large mortar on old 
Specimen Hill … in 1853.’  

He was also carting to ‘the Colin Campbell machine on Winters Flat’.56 

The enterprising William Adams recounted that he kept several teams at his Clinker Hill 
blacksmith to cart quartz from the old Manchester Reef (Forest Creek) to Castlemaine, ‘the 
quartz being treated at Cameron’s Chilean mills, where the distillery is now.’57 The distillery 
(1894) was situated on the subject site. It is not clear what years this Chilean mill was 
operating – it could have been prior to the construction of the flour mill, in which case it 
would have been horse operated. Or it may have been the ‘quartz crushing machine’ 
recorded by the rate collector in 1858, in a ‘corrugated iron shed’, next to the flour mill.58 
Stampers superseded Chilean mills as the main method of crushing quartz on the goldfields.    

It seems that there was very little of the subject site that was not dug up at some stage. In 
1862 ‘General mining agent’ Cr Gingell arranged permission from the Council road engineer 
for a party of 20 men to mine the ‘new creek channel’ on condition that the Forest Creek 
channel was widened and deepened for a length of about 400 metres. Gingell had stopped 
the party from damming the creek to redirect its water along the old channel, but in the 
meantime another five parties had commenced mining along the creek. The legalities and 
politics of these events, complicated further by the fact that the original party appears to 
have been Chinese, was debated in local papers, and raised in Parliament.59 

In 1882 ‘Richards & Bell’ were asking for the return of the money they had paid for their 
claim in the ‘Forest Creek Reserve’, as they had found their prospects ‘no good’ after sinking 
a few shafts, and had made good the pound.60 In 1892 (the onset of a deep financial 
depression) the Council granted publican Isaac Ray permission to mine under Circular 
Road, Forest Street from the railway bridge to half way along the Market Reserve, and 
                                                           
56 W Gaulton, Castlemaine Pioneers, op cit, pp.26-27 
57 William Adams, Castlemaine Pioneers, op cit, p.210 
58 Rate Assessment, 1858 (Castlemaine Historical Society Inc, VCMHS 1997 41) 
59 Mount Alexander Mail, 6/12/1862 
60 Letter Richards & Bell (?) to Mayor and Councillors, Castlemaine, 3/5/1882 (Castlemaine Historical Society, 
Western Reserve Summary, 10/3/2014) 
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Barker Street from Forest Street down to Forest Creek, subject to ‘no injury’ being done to 
an adjoining property, or ‘injury or obstruction to the said road or street’.  No drive could 
come within 40 feet of the natural surface.61  

The water of Forest Creek was a critical part of the Castlemaine gold-era. It remained 
important in the development of the distinctive practice of ‘puddling’ used on the Mount 
Alexander goldfields.  Its alleged misuse by Chinese miners was one of the festering points 
of conflict between European and Chinese diggers. It was also essential in hydraulic 
sluicing, which was enabled by the Coliban water scheme, and which continued into the 
1930s as pumps enhanced the effectiveness of this technique. 

Forest Creek: Channel, Western Reserve and Eastern Reserve. 
 
Forest Creek is where alluvial gold was found in Chewton and in the heart of Castlemaine. 
Forest Creek became the name of the goldfields that was known worldwide during the mid 
19th century. It is the raison d’etre for Castlemaine, the main reason for the existence of the 
town of Castlemaine. Thousands of people were attracted to Forest Creek and its many 
gullies in the hope of making their fortunes. 
 
The area, the Forest Creek Channel, the Western and Eastern Reserves and pedestrian 
tracks remains Crown Land.  It forms a large local public space. It has become a major open 
space corridor that connects the centre of town to the bush and allows community 
pedestrian and cycling access into the commercial centre of Castlemaine. It is an attractive, 
scenic and walkable linear park. It is extensively used by local residents. 
 
Forest Creek has been recognized at National Level for its European heritage. The section 
between Expedition Pass and Zeal Bridge at Colles Road is within the Castlemaine Diggings 
National Heritage Park. The Park was created in 2002 and is Australia’s first and only 
National Heritage Park, a national Park gazetted for its cultural heritage significance.  
 
The channelized section of Forest Creek forms the most urbanized link in the network of 
meandering creeks and gullies that form Forest Creek, Barker and Campbells Creek system, 
a tributary of the Loddon River. This section of the Creek is the focus of the heritage 
assessment. 
 
The approximately 50 metres wide sandstone walled and channelized creek forms a unique 
environs in the centre of Castlemaine. It extends nearly 800 to 1000 metres connecting the 
naturalized and regenerated creek at the junction with Barkers and Campbells Creeks to the 
east and Adelaide Hill to the east.  
 
The deep alluvial soils once sustained growth of mature dense forests. Alluvial gold mining 
and the creation of a sludge drainage system resulted in increased salinity and introduction 
of other waste products. Aggravated by continual dredging, sluicing and dumping of waste 
environmental damage, creek bank erosion and flooding was perpetuated.  
 
There have been repeated efforts to beautify the area as a civic space. Programmes include 
channelizing Forest Creek, planting of avenues of European exotic trees including, elm, ash, 
oak, and specimen peppercorn and palms, the introduction of ornamental gardens, 
playgrounds and recreation fields.  Despite brackish water, high levels of salinity and 
flooding evidenced of these activities can be seen in the layers of remnant tree plantings. 
These include single Elms dating from early 1870s-1900 that once lined the stone walls of 
Forest Creek, as well as Municipal plantings of Blue Gum, Poplar Alba, Lombardy Poplar, 

                                                           
61 Sealed deed between the Borough of Castlemaine and Isaac Ray, 15/2/1892, in possession of Castlemaine 
Art Gallery and Historical Museum. 
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Weeping Willows, Basket Willows, Oak, Elm and Ash trees that line Bruce Street, the 
unmade road along the Tennis Club, as well as remnant plantings in Forest Street. Groups 
of Peppercorn trees stand in former Chinese market garden areas. Along the eastern section 
of Forest Creek, areas of natural regeneration mark community landcare programmes. 
 
The following is a chronological development of the area that illustrates fluctuation between 
periods of neglect and environmental reclamation and communal action.  
 
Forest Creek: Realignment, Flooding & Retaining Wall 62 
 
After flowing along part of Forest Street near the Market, the original Forest Creek made a 
sharp turn south to run down a considerable length of the Barker Street reservation before 
turning west again along its present course.63   

In 1857 Council prepared estimates for the cost of realigning the creek.  In 1858 District 
Engineer Harrison responded positively: 

‘The work is much required and not only would be a great improvement to the Town 
of Castlemaine, but would prevent any flooding of the streets and would reclaim a 
large extent of land.’64   

The evidence of plans, and some early photographs, is that the creek’s northern loop was 
first by-passed by an interim channel. It seems that this was the result of an agreement in 
late 1856 or early 1857 with the Central Roads Board. The Board had budgeted £1200 for 
the construction of Forest Street subject to conditions, one of which was that Council would 
first alter the course of the creek.65 Forest Creek’s ultimate realignment was thus realised in 
several stages. 

 

Plan, 1856, showing the original course of Forest Creek across the study area (PROV, Put Away Cas 
C15). Other plans show parts of its original course over the study area in more detail.  

The government prepared plans for a new permanent channel in consultation with Council. 
From mid 1859 Council submitted several applications to cut the channel. Local miners 
wanted to do the job (no doubt with an eye to more than the contract price) but in May 1860 
the government advised Council that a tender (£1123) had been let to Jenkin Collier, a 

                                                           
62

 Written by David Moloney 8.5.2014 
63 Thomas Carter, Castlemaine Pioneeers, op cit, p.162 
64 Castlemaine Historical Society Inc research ‘Creek Channel, Summary as at 10/3/2014’ (citing PROV VPRS 
1127/P0/Unit 2) 
65 Minutes of Council Meetings, 24/2/1857, and 7/41857 (Castlemaine Historical Society Inc).   
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prominent Victorian contractor, notably of railway lines.66  The stone arch bridge over Barker 
Street was also built in 1860,67 clearing the way for the realignment, which likewise occurred 
‘in about 1860’.68 

 

This plan (dated 31st August 1863) is one of many PROV plans showing what was clearly an interim 
creek realignment between Wheeler and Barker Streets. The northern loops across Forest Street 
were bypassed, no doubt to enable the formation of Forest Street at the Market. The ‘New Creek 

Channel’ is in operation at this time (1863), but the previous course and bridge apparently not 
reclaimed. (Castlemaine Art Gallery & Historical Society; PROV PA Cas C92) 

Even after the creek was realigned part of it remained on the road reserve as a waterhole, 
and remained dangerous.  In November 1862 it claimed the life of 34 year old stone cutter 
Edward Cunningham as he made his way home one night ‘the worse for drink’. Witnesses 
told the inquest that the ‘old creek opposite the weighbridge’ had about four or five feet of 
water in it.  He may have been in the water for two days before he was found.  An autopsy 
found that he had drowned, and the coroner recommended that Council erect a fence 
around the waterhole.69 

 

‘Castlemaine Views, c.1860’, JH Jones photographer.  This enlargement of the photograph shows the 
large waterhole across Forest Street, and a smaller pool behind it, marking the original course of the 

creek.  The interim channel, corresponding to the course shown in the previous plan, is clearly visible. 
(Picture Collection, State Library of Victoria) 

 

                                                           
66 Castlemaine Historical Society, Creek research, op cit; Hone, Ann 'Collier, Jenkin (1829–1921)', Australian 
Dictionary of Biography, Vol.3, MUP, 1969, p.440 
67 Chambers, Don, Wooden Wonders: Victoria’s Timber Bridges, Hyland House, Flemington, 2006, p.78. 
68 ‘Case’, a six page legal statement prepared on behalf of council against the government regarding sludge in 
Forest Creek (Castlemaine Art Gallery and Historical Museum, nd, c.1892) 
69 Castlemaine Historical Society, Creek research, op cit, citing PROV VPRS 24/P0 Unit 17 
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‘View from Camp Hill, Castlemaine, 1865’ (detail).  Although a little hazy, this enlargement clearly 
shows Forest Creek in its present channel with unformed earthen banks, and a bridge on the 

Hargraves Street alignment.  The channel retaining wall is yet to be constructed. (Castlemaine Art 
Gallery and Historical Museum) 

 
Mining within the new channel (Cr Gingell’s issue) continued in 1862-63.  In 1863 the new 
bridge over the creek at Hargraves (Wheeler) Street was in the course of construction.70   

Flooding and the Retaining Wall 

In 1869 the Council requested the Government to construct stone retaining walls on both 
embankments so as to confine waters to the channel. The wall completed by contractor 
James Conlon was only built downstream as far as Hargraves Street, so in 1871 Council 
asked the Government to complete the work to the Barker Street bridge. The Government 
advised that the Barker Street bridge would have to be widened at the expense of Council 
before this work could be conducted. Council duly undertook this replacement of the ten year 
old bridge, at a cost of £2000.71   

A previous image (‘Castlemaine View, 1860’) clearly shows the original bridge was a 
masonry arch, while (as seen in the image below) the wider span of the new bridge was 
achieved by constructing a beam bridge on bluestone abutments and a central pier.  

 In 1871 the Council specification was that the girders be hewn and squared timber stringers. 
But when the bridge was finally constructed in 1873 it used riveted wrought iron girders.72  
The change to building beam bridges on high stone abutments, preferably with metal 
girders, and timber decks, came about after Castlemaine’s bridges were devastated by the 
flood of Spring 1870.73   

                                                           
70 Castlemaine Historical Society, Forest Creek research, op cit, citing PROV VPRS 575 Unit 30 
71 ‘Case’ c.1892, op cit 
72 Castlemaine Historical Society, Forest Creek research, VCMHS 2007 3030, 306A & 306C 
73 Zeals Bridge, on the road to the historic Pennyweight Flat Cemetery, is Victoria’s best surviving example of the 
composite masonry-iron-timber bridge built on the Mount Alexander goldfields.  Chambers, op cit, pp.77-84, 
considered that even in 2006 the 1870 flood may have caused the most severe devastation across the state of 
Victoria in its history. 
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Forest Creek c.1870-1875. The south embankment of the creek as far as the Hargraves Street 
Bridge appears to be neatly formed, but without stonework. Towards the Barker Street Bridge the 
north embankment is being eroded; the rectangular hole might be evidence of mining in the new 

channel, or removal of gravel. (State Library of NSW, Holtermann Collection, detail of 
‘Castlemaine, Victoria, looking west along Forest Street’74) 

The Council rebuilt the bridge, but the Government hesitated and offered only part of the 
cost of extending the retaining wall, so in 1874 the Council took responsibility and completed 
the wall to Barker Street.75  

It rankled with Council that decades later the Government still hadn’t paid the £1000 cost of 
extending the wall.  By the 1880s the fundamental issue of flooding, and who was 
responsible for it, provided an edge to the Council’s relationship with the Government.  

Sludge from indiscriminate alluvial mining was creating problems in Castlemaine, which had 
been battered by floods in 1856, 1859 and 1860. As early as 1859 the Mount Alexander Mail 
reported that mining sludge was choking Campbells Creek, almost to the road level of 
Sheriff’s Bridge.76 The gravel from hydraulic sluicing, the slum from puddling, and the tailings 
from quartz stamping plants fouled waterways and aggravated floods.  

In the 1870 flood Forest Creek had ‘treated logs and fences like playthings, turning gardens 
into ruffled lakelets and vineyards into mud heaps’, before it came upon Castlemaine with a 
rush ‘bursting all bounds … roaring and foaming down.’  First reports were that one life (a 
man from the Chinese Camp near the Botanical Gardens) had been lost, and water was 
approaching Market Square.77  In 1874 (during the retaining wall works) the creek was 
referred to as a ‘sludge channel’.78  

In 1884 the council applied to the government for a grant to repair part of the Forest Creek 
wall that had been damaged by a recent flood.79  On New Years Day 1889 a flood whose 
impact ranked with that of 1870, and a follow-up flood two weeks later, devastated the 
district.  The water rushing down Campbells Creek swept Vaughan’s new British Queen 
hotel, and five of its Chinese residents, down the Loddon River. When the flood subsided it 
was claimed that the old hotel site was covered by silt and mine debris to a depth of over 5 

                                                           
74 Local historian Mr Ken McKimmie calculates that the Holtermann photographs of Castlemaine were taken 
c.1872 (or 1872-75) 
75 ‘Case’, c.1892, op cit; Castlemaine Historical Society, Forest Creek research, op cit (PROV VPRS 575 Unit 60)  
76 Chambers, op cit, p.79 
77 The Australasian, 10/9/1870, p.21 
78 Castlemaine Historical Society, Forest Creek research, op cit (PROV VPRS 575 Unit 60) 
79 Castlemaine Historical Society, Forest Creek research, op cit (PROV VPRS 575 Unit 90) 
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metres.80 There was nationwide newspaper coverage of the loss of life, including multiple 
deaths at the Francis Ormond mine at Chewton.  

The study area was one of the districts most affected: 
‘The property holders on the south side of Forest Street, from the gasworks to the railway 
embankment, have suffered very great loss. The gas company’s works  were submerged, and 
were unable to supply gas throughout the night; and the other places most affected were 
Shegog’s Crown Hotel  and the Chinese quarters adjacent, Tootell’s Haymarket Hotel, Young’s 
Bedford Hotel, the Yandoit Hotel, together with the banks of Victoria, New South Wales and the 
Colonial, and the private houses between them and the creek. The Castlemaine Distillery has 
also been damaged to a considerable extent, the wall on the railway side having been destroyed.  
Some idea of the magnitude of the body of water may be imagined when it is stated that it rose 
nearly 16 feet on this building.’ 81 

The drowning of Mrs Matthews and her infant in Circular Road (Bruce Street) Castlemaine 
was much lamented. The Argus reported ‘a great deal of indignation in the town’ that the 
owner of the residence, Mr George P Philpots, had done little to try and save them.  After he 
had climbed onto the roof of the house, two men, hearing the shrieks of the woman in the 
house, waded and swam from a nearby hotel to reach her, but she and the child died later.  
Philpots’ evidence to an inquiry was that he had pleaded with the woman to leave the fast-
rising water until he was finally forced to save himself. Magistrate Mr C Tolstrup criticised the 
‘coolness’ of Philpots’ evidence and concluded that, unless he had completely ‘lost his head’ 
at the time, he might be ‘the most arrant coward he had ever met’.82  

With headlines deploring his ‘astonishing callousness’ it would seem that Philpots was 
destined to live as a pariah. But as the owner of a well-established Market Square pharmacy 
he was inescapably a visible person in the town.83 His wife Lucy Anne (Mrs Matthews had 
been her brother’s wife) was the daughter of Alexander Matthews founder of the Mount 
Alexander Mail; she and George had four children, one of whom was a dentist.  Lucy Anne 
was described in her obituary as a popular woman who had been an office bearer of the 
Ladies Benevolent Society and a member of the Christ Church Ladies Guild; highlights of 
her Scottish and English pedigree were thought worthy of note.84 

George Philpots had died 16 years earlier (in 1922), aged 76. The newspaper provided 
some details of his ‘private funeral’.85 His coffin had been made some years before from an 
English oak ‘that had been planted in the early days near Nelson Villa, Circular Road’, which 
had been the deceased’s residence ‘for a considerable period’. The lack of an obituary might 
suggest a low profile, but apparently he also lived an engaged and serviceable life.  
Pallbearers at his funeral service included mayor Cr DA Ireland and representatives of the 
Technical School Council and the Pioneers’ Association. Another pallbearer, one of two 
representatives of the Benevolent Asylum, was a Mr J Tolstrup – perhaps a relation of the 
magistrate who had presided at the inquest some thirty years earlier.  

Of that fateful flood it was reported also that ‘the bridges are washed away on all the main 
roads’.  A young woman rescued at Butterworth’s Bridge was one of the ‘wonderful escapes’ 

                                                           
80 Chambers, op cit, p.80 
81 The Argus, 3/1/1889, pp.5-6 
82 ibid. This was likely the Dane Carl Tolstrup who had been ‘a kind of unpaid legal adviser to the gold-diggers, 
and afterwards … a leading citizen in Castlemaine’, McDougall, C (ed), Gold! Gold! Diary of Claus Gronn, A 
Dane on the Diggings, Hill of Content, Melbourne, 1981, pp.133, 167 
83 I &A Hockley, Bio Cards, newspaper extracts, etc. 
84 Mount Alexander Mail, 8/5/1931, p.2; I & A Hockley Bio Cards op cit 
85 The Argus, 3/1/1889, pp.5-6; I & A Hockley Bio Cards op cit 
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of the day. A temporary replacement bridge on Hargraves Street was washed away later that 
year, but in 1890 a permanent replacement (‘Gordon’s Bridge’) was built.86 

 

Forest and Barker streets in the flood of 1889.  The Haymarket Hotel is on the corner. (‘Forest Street, 
1889’, Castlemaine Art Gallery & Historical Museum) 

 
Part of the retaining walls of Forest Creek had also been ‘carried away’ by the flood.87  The 
retaining wall and creek siltation became the focus of the Council’s grievance regarding flood 
damage in Castlemaine. 

After urgent works Council quickly set to work trying to clear the Forest Creek channel. Its 
surveyor’s report of 16th January reveals how mining sludge had exacerbated the flood:  

‘Two horses and carts with 6 men are engaged in the creek clearing a channel on the south 
side opposite gas works site. This portion of the creek is silted up over the walls with rough 
tailings, the present course of the creek being between the road and the north side of the 
creek. Judging from the flow of water down the creek today, sluicing operations have been 
commenced again. This should be stopped at least while repairs to bridges etc are being 
carried on.’88 Creek cleaning intensified over the next month at least.89  

In 1890 Council was sluicing the creek-bed to remove the mine tailings. These were used to 
build up Forest Street, and were also deposited north of the wall (on Eastern Reserve).  
Council afterwards applied for a grant to compensate the cost of this work.90   

Just a few years earlier, in 1887, a Parliamentary Board of Inquiry had been established to 
report on ‘the sludge question’. Among the witnesses from the Castlemaine district was 
Angus Cornish, the Borough surveyor, who reported that Forest Creek had filled ‘many feet’ 
over the past ten years, the filled channel meaning that nearby land was inundated, and 
roads scoured, in times of flood. The heavy ‘rough metal’ from upstream sluicing operations 
at Little Bendigo, Montgomery Hill and behind Chewton remained in the creek; the ‘light stuff’ 
(the tailings from Wattle Gully stampers) did less damage as they were washed away by 
ordinary creek flows. Maloney’s Bridge had had to be raised as a result of the siltation of the 
Campbells Creek.  He explained that Council had tried, without much success, to enforce 

                                                           
86 Castlemaine Historical Society, Forest Creek research, op cit (VCMHS 2007 187 B & C; PROV VPRS 412 28) 
87 The Argus, 3/1/1889, pp.5-6 
88 Castlemaine Borough, Surveyors Report, 16th January 1889 (Castlemaine Historical Society, Forest Creek 
research, op cit) 
89 Castlemaine Borough, Surveyors Report, 13th February 1889 (Castlemaine Historical Society, Forest Creek 
research, op cit) 
90 Castlemaine Historical Society, Forest Creek research, op cit (PROV VPRS 412, Unit 3) 



‘Forest Street to Forest Creek’ Heritage Assessment Report:  Mount Alexander Shire Council                 57 
 

Mandy Jean, Architect and David Moloney, Historian  May 2016 version   
 

sluicers to ‘stack the sludge’ (although under questioning it seemed that Council had not 
been as firm in pursuing this as it might have been).91  

The Inquiry found that sluicing in the Castlemaine district ‘is now not large’, with only one 
company working on Red and Montgomery Hills. However in the past 12 years this had 
delivered nearly 300,000 cubic yards of filling into Forest Creek, and prospective work (over 
the next 24 years) would deliver nearly a million cubic yards more.  Only 2-4 men were 
employed at this work. Among the Wattle Gully quartz mines, it was found that the 
Manchester Company could easily build dams to impound the silt and enable clear water to 
run off.  Overall, the Board of Inquiry found that Castlemaine was one of several districts 
where the disadvantage of sluicing ‘outbalances any gold-producing advantage to the 
general community.’92  

This was the background to the lively exchange between the Council and the Department of 
Mining in the wake of the 1889 flood. Around 1892 the dispute had deepened to the point 
where Council either initiated or at least seriously considered legal proceedings.   

Borough Surveyor Cornish reported in July 1892 that Forest Creek was silted up to the level 
of the Urquhart, Hargraves and Barker Streets outlets, and that there was now just four feet 
of water clearance at Barker Street bridge where originally there had been sixteen. He said 
that in the next flood water would again back up to Market Square. ‘The Mining Department 
appears to have relaxed all efforts to enforce the proper stacking of tailings’ he concluded.93  

In response HB Nicholas, Senior Inspector of Mines, mounted a spirited defence of mining.  
While Council’s estimates of quantities of silt might be correct he said, ‘these quantities were 
not the result of recent mining operations.’ And even if ‘the few mining claims at Aberdeen’s 
Hill, Scott’s Gully and Little Bendigo find their way into the creek … periodically rainfall 
causes a scouring of the creeks ...’. Tailings were being stacked by the Aberdeen Hill 
sluicers, who had erected a fascine fence for this purpose, while the other sluicing claims 
were further from the creek.  

Furthermore, Council received a great financial benefit from the thousands of yards of 
material for road formation that it had taken from the creek ‘and will continue to take so long 
as the sluicers supply it’. If there was any action to be taken, Council should negotiate that 
with the sluicers.  As a pointed aside at this time of severe and deepening economic 
depression, he added that if stacking of tailings was enforced on the miners ‘I have no doubt 
but that it would help to swell the list of the unemployed.’94 

The Council immediately responded that the claims were held and worked under the 
authority of the Castlemaine Mining Board, which alone had authority to enforce conditions 
regarding waste material.95  

In 1890 Cornish had prepared plans for a new wall on the portion that had been washed-
away between Urquhart Street and Aberdeen’s Bridge.  In 1893 he prepared plans to raise 
the height of the retaining wall between Urquhart Street and Barker Street. Between 
Urquhart and Hargraves Streets the wall would be doubled in height from 6 feet to 12 feet 3 
inches (3.7 metres). Between Hargraves and Barker Streets the wall would be doubled from 
4 feet 9 inches to 9 feet (2.75 metres) in height.  Both additions would be constructed of 

                                                           
91 ‘Report of the Board … into the Sludge Question’, Victorian Parliamentary Papers, 1887, pp.76-77 
92 ibid, p.11, and Appendix A 
93 Angus Cornish, Borough Surveyor, 14/7/1892 (Castlemaine Historical Society, Forest Creek research, op cit) 
94 Letter, HB Nicholas to Office of the Inspector of Mines, 9/9/1892 (Castlemaine Historical Society, Forest Creek 
research, op cit) 
95 Letter, Castlemaine Town Clerk to Department of Mines, 16/9/1892 (Castlemaine Historical Society, Forest 
Creek research, op cit) 
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large roughly squared stones with coping, and at a more vertical batter than the existing 
walls.  The new walls would be backfilled with earth (no doubt gravel from the creek) a 
distance of 25 feet (7.6 metres).96 

 

‘The Proposed New Additions, Forest Creek Retaining Wall’, Angus Cornish, April 1893  
(Castlemaine Historical Society, Forest Creek research) 

Sometime after 1892 Council prepared a legal brief the exact purpose of which is not known. 
It appears to be suing the Government, but may simply have been seeking a legal opinion as 
to whether Council could be sued for flood damages to private property resulting from a 
silted-up creek, and whether it could in turn sue the Government for damages resulting from 
the same. In addition to the points previously mentioned, this brief: referred to the findings of 
the Board of Inquiry ‘Sludge Report’; noted that the sluicing was conducted with Government 
(Coliban) water provided at a nominal charge; drew attention to 1888 correspondence 
between the Council and the Government in which the Government made (it said) an 
unrealistically low offer towards the necessary de-silting of the creek; and noted that in 1889 
‘the flood waters of Forest Creek took a course following the original course’ of Forest 
Creek.97    

By 1956 the Council didn’t know when the wall on the north side of the creek had been built, 
but thought it had been built by prison labour (no evidence for this has been found).  There 
had been no flood damage to the wall since part of it had been repaired ‘in 1889’ it thought.  
It wrote to the State Rivers and Water Supply Commission advising that a c.12 metre section 
of the wall had recently subsided up to 600 mm, and needed to be rebuilt on a concrete 
foundation:   

‘The section of the creek between Urquhart and Barker Streets is badly infested on its south 
side with silver poplar and …. [?]… which have caused the serious siltation of that side of the 
creek thus forcing all the flow … along its north side. This concentration of flow in that position 
has undermined the stone fencing …’98  

In 1957 the Castlemaine Lawn Tennis Club also noted that a portion of the wall near the 
courts had collapsed during the previous winter, and that while no damage was done to the 
courts, it was anxious that the wall be repaired.99 

                                                           
96 Castlemaine Historical Society, Forest Creek research, op cit (‘The Proposed New Additions, Forest Creek 
Retaining Wall’, Angus Cornish, April 1893, PROV VPRS 197 Municipal Works Plans Unit 1 Plan 88) 
97 ‘Case’, op cit.  
98 Letters, Castlemaine Council to SR&WSC, 28/5/1956 & 8/8/1956.  
99 Letter, Castlemaine Lawn Tennis Club to Castlemaine Town Clerk, 23/9/1957 
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 In September 1983 the local press reported on floods that had inundated a house in Bruce 
Street and the caravan park owner’s house.  Older residents remembered how Bruce Street 
had been flooded many times before, some worse than the present flood.  The City Engineer 
reported that the present flood in Bruce Street had been about 15 cm higher than the last 
flood in 1971.100  

A plaque on the site commemorates a 1994 LEAP program that cleaned the creek and 
constructed a path. In 2011 floodwaters again approached Forest Street.   

With Bendigo Creek, and the Yarrowee River in Ballarat (as well as Jim Crow Creek and 
some other smaller creeks), the Forest Creek channel is one Victoria’s major masonry-lined 
alluvial goldfield creeks. Of these it was subject to early and substantial realignment; like 
some others, its masonry walls and floor (and associated levee) were associated with the 
universal goldfields problem of mining sludge. It is potentially of state heritage significance. 

The present road bridges in the subject site are not known to be old or historical.  The 
Wheeler Street Bridge, a concrete and RSJ beam bridge that has a CRB 1969 plaque, has 
also had the original ‘Gordon Bridge, 1890’ plaque attached to a concrete end post.  

The high three span, highly skewed railway bridge over Forest Creek, c.1862, retains its 
solid original brick and stone-dressed piers and abutments. It also appears to retain its 
original riveted wrought iron beams. Its spans have been strengthened (likely to 
accommodate heavier rolling stock in the early twentieth century) by the placement of 
intermediary piers of RSJs and angle-iron on concrete foundations.  The other rail-over-road 
bridge at Forest Street is also slightly skewed, and retains its striking original bi-chrome 
brickwork with stone dressings. Its beams have either been replaced, or strengthened in new 
materials such that they are no longer visible.  

Both of these historical bridges, together with the railway embankment, are important 
contributory structures within the precinct. They are complemented by and are of a piece 
with the bi-chrome brick and stone quoined rail arch bridge over the Pyrenees Highway, 
which is a landmark in the town, near to and visible from the precinct, and a part of the same 
railway embankment which is a prominent feature in the Castlemaine landscape. 

 

Three-span rail bridge over Forest Creek (David Moloney) 

                                                           
100 Castlemaine Mail, 12/9/1983 (Castlemaine Historical Society, Forest Creek research, op cit) 
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Reserves: Public Purposes 

The heritage precinct marked the boundary of the town; it was a threshold space between 
the gridded town and the receding chaos of the goldfields. The efforts to tame and 
incorporate this area into the town by re-engineering Forest Creek was only marginally 
successful.  

The obvious threat of flooding constantly overshadowed any plans for its development, 
especially in the part of the heritage precinct east of Barker Street. Consequently the history 
of its use was tentative, changing and at times contested.  

As such the area presents today as a mix of uses. Most remains as open space, which is the 
identifying feature of the heritage precinct, providing an indispensable visual and functional 
link between Castlemaine and Forest Creek. 

Originally the whole of the area between Barkers and Urquhart streets was reserved ‘Under 
the Land Sales Act and the Goldfields Act’. In 1861 the whole of Section 84 (between Barker 
and Wheeler streets) was reserved for ‘Public Purposes’.  

The Lands Department’s subsequent proposal to incorporate the ‘reclaimed’ land into the 
town grid by subdividing the whole of Sections 84 and 85 into standard rectangular 
allotments was frustrated by the flood issue.  

 
 

‘Town of Castlemaine’, 1876, showing the original subdivision that had been proposed by the Lands 
Department. (Castlemaine Historical Society, Western Reserve Summary, 10/3/2014 

 
 

Sections 84 & 85 are designated ‘Reserve under Land Sales Act and Goldfields Act’. (PROV Put 
Away, Cas C9 Castlemaine 15/8/1857) 
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By 1856 Circular Road has been partitioned but the allotments were not put up for sale. The line of 
the coming railway is shown, but apart from the flour-mill there has been no new development of the 

study area.  The surveyor’s grid now encompasses the heritage precinct east of Barker Street. 
(PROV, Put Away Cas C15, 14/8/1856) 

 

 
 

By 1860 the Cornish & Bruce railway workshops consume nearly the whole of the land south of 
Circular Road. The grids have now been given numbers (84 & 85) and the line of the ‘new’ 

(proposed?) creek channel and Barker Street bridge marked.  (PROV, Put Away Cas C14, T 
Couchman, 1/9/1860) 

 
All but three of the Section 84 allotments fronting Barker and Forest Street sold at the 
auctions in August and November 1864. There were no offers on allotments 9-11 towards 
the east end of Forest Street (the site of today’s Western Reserve).  George Shegog was the 
purchaser of both the corner allotments, No.4 on the corner of Barker Street, and allotment 
12 on the corner of Wheeler Street, both of which became hotels. Five Forest Street 
allotments in Section 85 between Wheeler and Urquhart streets were sold 1864-65, but 
others had to wait until 1868, 1888 (two) and 1899.   

To the west of Barker Street there were no conventional residential land sales. Instead, the 
greater part of the site north of Bruce Street had in 1860 become a reserve for ‘Public Baths 
and Wash Houses’. This was the first of a succession of ‘baths’ reserves in the town. Its 
location was probably influenced by the earlier ‘Old Town’ ‘baths’ that were nearby on the 
junction of Barkers and Forest creeks. A description of two ‘public baths and washhouses’ in 
Ballarat in 1859 describes them in terms of sanitary benefits, although they were obviously 
valued for their recreational benefits as well. These baths were some 20 by 10 metres in 
dimension, and featured shade protection, with clear water running in at one end, and a 
bottom of fine sand.101 

                                                           
101 The Star (Ballarat), 31/12/1859 
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In February 1860 the larger part of the Circular – Forest Road block was designated ‘Reserve for 
Public Baths and Wash Houses’.  This reservation was not revoked until 1895-1896, although Miners 
Right (or Licence) dwellings were being constructed during this period. The eastern part is a ‘Reserve 

for Trades Hall’. This was changed early to ‘Temperance Hall’, and then in 1873, and then 
permanently in 1876, it was reserved for ‘IOR’, or ‘Rechabites Hall’. The mill site is shown south of 

Circular Road. (PROV Put Away, Cas C41, 1856) 
 

The land east of it (on the corner of Barker Street) was reserved for a ‘Trades Hall’.  This 
was eventually built in Mostyn Street, and its Bruce Street reserve soon became a  
‘Temperance Hall’. In 1866 Castlemaine Grammar School was advertising classes to be 
held in ‘the new Rechabite Hall, corner of Forest and Barker Streets’.102 In 1873 
(permanently in 1876) the site was reserved for ‘IOR’ (the Independent Order of 
Rechabites), or a ‘Rechabites Hall’.103 The Rechabites hall was demolished in 1938 when 
the site was redeveloped for Cusack’s garage.  

East of Barker Street, the unsold lands in Sections 84 and 85 were in July 1867 reserved for 
‘Ornamental Purposes’.104 They have since been marked with a succession of reserves, 
including: ‘Temporarily Reserved for Planting’ and ‘Reserve for Public Purposes’ in the 
nineteenth century; and ‘Municipal Purposes’, ‘Recreation and Educational Purposes’ 
(Western Reserve), and ‘Tennis Club’ (Eastern Reserve) in the twentieth century. The actual 
uses of the reserves have varied, parts at times having been used for a tip, a pound, and 
grazing, while by the late 1870s ornamental trees had been planted.  

 
 

After the gold mining period the reserve is changed ‘To be Temporarily Reserved for Planting’, an 
early designation of most of the land adjacent to the new creek channel. No date for this reservation 

                                                           
102 Mount Alexander Mail, 3/1/1866 
103 Victorian Government Gazettes: 14/11/1873, p.2003; 3/3/1876, p.427. 
104 Letter Secretary for Lands to Castlemaine Town Clerk, 31/3/1947 (Castlemaine Historical Society, ‘Eastern 
Reserve Summary’) 
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was found, but was probably added to plans after the first failed land sales in 1864. (PROV, Put 
Away, Cas C10 Site Castlemaine Gas Co, Adair 4/10/1859) 

 
Responding in 1904 to a Council query regarding a suitable place for tree planting next 
Arbor Day, the Castlemaine curator reported that, unlike either the Camp Reserve or the 
Botanical reserve: 

‘There is plenty of room in the two Forest Creek Reserves, but the chief drawback to the trees 
growing there is the brackish water in the ground, besides the want of protection from 
wandering goats and cattle and vandal boys. 

The upper or eastern reserve is the best drained. The Western reserve we have planted time 
after time for the past 20 odd years with the following trees: Blue Gum, Populus Alba, 
Lombardy Poplar, Weeking Willow, Basket Willow, Oak, Elm etc etc.’105  

This estimate dates planting of the reserve to around 1880. An earlier photograph, dating to 
1870-75, shows some plantings, maybe 3-5 years old, in the Western Reserve. The same 
source photograph also shows formal street planting (no longer surviving) along Forest 
Street and Barker Street (earlier image).  

 

Part of Western Reserve, 1870-1875, with new plantings on reclaimed land, along the creek and the 
boundary with the land originally set aside for sale, and along Hargraves Street. (State Library of 

NSW, part of image ‘Castlemaine, Victoria, looking west along Forest Street’) 

A feature of the heritage precinct (as for much of Castlemaine) is its mature and healthy 
street plantings. Castlemaine historian Keir Reeves suggests that this attractive feature of 
Castlemaine may have occurred as a result of its topsoil not having been previously 
removed for alluvial mining.106  The early availability of water from the Coliban system (1870) 
may also have been a significant contributor to the lush tree growth in the town.   

                                                           
105 Curators Report, 12/8/1904, VPRS 575, Unit 147 (Castlemaine Historical Society, Western Reserve 
Summary, 10/3/2014) 
106 Keir Reeves, Chapter 1, ‘The Mount and the ‘Maine’, p.64 
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While not completely accurate, this 1878 artists impression places the key features of the townscape, 
which include mature plantings along Hargraves Street in the study area. It is dramatically different 

from an 1865 photograph from the same Camp Hill vantage point in which no trees are visible. Detail 
from ‘General View of Castlemaine’, Australasian Sketcher, 3/8/1878 (Castlemaine Art Gallery & 

Historical Museum) 

 

‘Castlemaine Streets, c.1912’ shows many established trees in Section 85, along the creek channel, 
Urquhart Street, and the private allotments along Forest Street. ‘Space’ is the dominant characteristic 

of the heritage precinct. (Picture Collection, State Library of Victoria) 
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‘Reserve for Public Purposes’ is this late nineteenth designation of century, although the crossings out 
make clear that the changes continue.  (PROV, Put Away, Cas C92 Castlemaine, 28/7/1895) 

 
 

Allotments 9 & 10 of Section 84 marked ‘Public Baths’ added to an early plan. These two allotments 
are still separately marked on Lands Victoria plans.  (PROV, Put Away, Cas C79 Castlemaine, 1862) 

Although the Chinese Camp was at the time built on the site, in August 1868 allotments 9 & 
10 became the next in a succession of town sites reserved for ‘Public Baths’. In 1876, when 
a different baths reserve was proposed in Templeton Street, the Council wrote to the Lands 
Department advising that (as requested) it would be prepared to give up the Forest Street 
baths reservation. But revealingly, it also requested that these allotments be ‘granted to the 
Council as an entrance to the Creek Reserve’. The Lands Department refused, asserting 
that Hargraves and Barker Street already provided ample to the creek.107 While the local 
community envisaged this strategic land parcel as linking the town with the creek and 
wanted to be granted management over it, the Lands Department refused to cede control, 
perhaps thinking that (as with Forest Street allotments in Section 85) they might yet be sold. 
This temporary Forest Street baths reserve was finally revoked in 1889 when (after further 
contest) it was reserved instead for ‘Municipal Purposes’.108 

The issue of a ‘swimming baths’ remained controversial for decades, with a Council 
committee having been formed in 1862 to consider the matter, and ratepayer plebiscites 
being conducted in 1880 and 1882.109 Records show that later sites for baths were reserved 
on the corners of Hargraves and Templeton, and Hargraves and Moyston streets. These 
proposals were for indoor pools.110 While the original reserves had been situated near Forest 
Creek, by this time most of the sites being considered were all distant from the creek, which 
suggests that the provision of reticulated water after the town was connected to the Coliban 
water supply system in 1870 may have been a factor.  Finally, in 1886, the mayor opened a 
public pool at the Botanical Gardens.111  

In 1919 the local community finally succeeded in obtaining control of at least part of the 
reservation from the Lands Department.112 The appointment of a Council Committee of 
Management for the Western Reserve in that year signalled a coherent vision for the 
reserve.  The committee set about rationalising the land-holding by purchasing the now 
                                                           
107 Letter, Castlemaine Town Clerk to Secretary for Lands, 1876 (date unclear); Letter Secretary for Lands to 
Castlemaine, 12/6/1876 (Castlemaine Historical Society, Eastern Reserve Summary, 10/3/2014) 
108 Victorian Government Gazette, 6/9/1889, p.3027 
109 Hocking, Camp to City, op cit, p.154; Argus 31/1/1880; Bendigo Advertiser, 11/8/1882 
110 Castlemaine Historical Society, Water Exhibition (VCMHS 2007 719B) 
111 Argus, 26/1/1886.  The pool had an asphalt floor, and was some 30 metres long and 12 metres wide, 
increasing up to about 1.8 metres in depth. Its cost had been greatly allayed by the use of a ‘previous 
excavation’, and the use of prison labour (Bendigo Advertiser, 6/1/1892) 
112 DEPI File 06113801 (Castlemaine Historical Society, Western Reserve Summary, 10/3/2014) 
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delicensed Crown Hotel (allotment 12 on Wheeler Street corner) and remnant buildings 
associated with the Chinese Camp and demolishing them. Other portions of land (parts of 
allotments 7 & 8) were acquired, and all were consolidated with crown allotments 9 and 10.  

 
 

‘Reserve for Ornamental Purposes’ is now the primary designation of the land.  On Section 84 
‘Recreation and Educational Purposes’ has been added.  On allotments 9 & 10 ‘Municipal Purposes’ 

has been crossed out. (PROV Put Away Cas C99(2), May 1909) 
 

 
 

The focus is shifting from passive to active recreational use. ‘Reserve for Ornamental Purposes’ has 
now been replaced in Section 84 with ‘Recreation and Educational Purposes’, and ‘District High 

School Reserve’, and east of Hargraves Street is the Tennis Club. (Castlemaine’, McDonald (nd?) 
(State Library of Victoria) 

Sport appears to have been first played on the Western Reserve in 1885, when the Camp 
Hill Cricket Club successfully applied to the Council for permission to make a cricket ground 
on ‘land behind Shegog’s Hotel’.113 By 1919 the vision of the Committee of Management 
was to develop active recreation pursuits able to be used as a ‘children’s playground’ or 
‘sports ground’ for nearby schools (now including the High School in Market Square).  

This vision had the full support of the town, which fundraised for this purpose. At the 1936 
Castlemaine Queen Competition to raise funds for the improvements to the Western 
Reserve, former local MLA and Victorian Premier Sir Harry Lawson declared that 
‘Castlemaine would now have a playing ground of which any district in the state might feel 
justly proud.’ Miss Mavis Matthews (representing the Technical School) raised a little more 
than Miss Marie Ferries (representing the High School) so was crowned queen. The 

                                                           
113 Bendigo Advertiser, 21/3/1885 
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‘glorious spectacle’ concluded with the assembled queens, attendants and large audience 
singing the national anthem. 114 

 
 

‘Castlemaine Queen Competition of 1936’. The clock awarded to the winner was gifted by Sandra 
Plunkett to the Historical Museum in 2013.  (Castlemaine Art Gallery & Historical Museum) 

 
The Committee of Management also attempted to incorporate the various old ‘Right of Way’ 
reservations that had accompanied the original subdivision of allotments. To this end in 1935 
they drew up a plan which shows their improvements in the ‘Western Reserve’ at that time.  
At Hargraves Street was a grassed area, with a basketball court and two tennis courts next 
door.  In a corner facing the ‘Children’s Recreation Ground’ – an oval with a cricket pitch – 
was a small brick grandstand.   

 
 ‘Right of Way Sections, Western Reserve (Recreation Ground)’, 9/11/1935 The Committee of 

Management originally donated the Forest Street portion of the reserve to the Education Department. 
(Castlemaine Historical Society, Western Reserve Summary, 10/3/2014) 

The Eastern Reserve, also reclaimed land and at one stage used for a tip and pound, was 
being used by the tennis club by the 1927-28 season. The historical records of the club were 
destroyed in a 1990 fire in the club rooms. Government records tell that in 1946 the ‘reserve’ 
was revoked and the land leased to the Tennis Club. It was formally leased to the club in the 
                                                           
114 ‘A Wonderful Response’, Castlemaine Mail 5/11/1936 (information and photograph provided by Castlemaine 
Art Gallery and Historical Museum) 
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late 1940s. In 1950 the club applied for permission to mortgage or grant a lien over the 
leased land for an unknown purpose (perhaps to extend the courts, or other purposes).115  

The Western Reserve has also been used for community celebrations and public protests. 
The cricket, football and soccer training grounds, and the passive recreational spaces on the 
Western Reserve, are used by visiting circuses, fairs, classic car and vintage tractor rallies, 
and also for community protest. The latter included a successful 2011 rally opposing the 
construction of an aquatic centre at Western Reserve, which the protesters regarded as a 
valuable open space in the middle of Castlemaine.116  

In addition to recreation, celebration and dissent, the open space for active and passive 
recreation is also important in preserving the visual link between the formal town and its 
original unruly cradle. It has twice been considered for public development (for swimming 
baths), but it would appear that either the constraints of the site in terms of flooding, or the 
values of the space for active and passive recreation, and in maintaining a visual link (or 
‘entrance’) to the Forest Creek reserve, have prevailed.  

Its openness thus preserves it as a flexible, multi-purpose and quintessentially ‘public’ place.   

A wide range of public activities have marked the open space including; mining, camping, 
public rallies, protest marches, festival gatherings, ceremonial processions, recreational 
sports activities, children’s play grounds and carnival shows.  
 

Transport Industry 

Distribution of goods, gold and people makes ‘Transport’ a major theme of the study area’s 
history.  In the first place the study area played host to two transport projects of regional and 
state significance: the foundry and workshop of Cornish & Bruce, major contractors of the 
Melbourne to Mount Alexander and Echuca Railway (Victoria’s ‘Main Line’); and then to the 
coach-building and maintenance workshop of Cobb & Co. (Cobb & Co is also said to have 
had carriage works on Forest Street before moving to the former railway workshop in Barker 
Street.)  

The study area has also had an important and enduring role in Castlemaine’s local transport 
industry, servicing and constructing road vehicles, and in public transport.     

At the time of the survey and sale of Castlemaine township in 1853 the eastern portions of 
the study area (designated crown sections 84 and 85) were ‘Reserves’, ‘under Land Sales 
Act and Gold Fields Act’, presumably for mining.117 The western end of the study area (plus 
the block east of Urquhart Street), remained fringe land undedicated as yet for residential, 
commercial, or any other particular purpose.   

These east and west ends of the study area were quickly appropriated for Castlemaine’s 
earliest (non mining) industrial purposes: the Flour Mill at the west end (c.1856), and a public 
utility (the Gas Works, 1857, adjacent to the study area) at the east end.  The sites were 
relatively free of the creek that wound across the two central blocks, and at the same time 
had good access to the water that was critical to their industrial processes 

EARLY ‘CANVAS TOWN’ 

                                                           
115 Various documents in Eastern Reserve Summary, 10/3/2014 (Castlemaine Historical Society) 
116 Eg, Bendigo Advertiser, 5/4/2011; ‘Castlemaine Action’ Western Reserve Update 13 May 2011. 
117 Eg, PROV, Put Away Cas C6, shown earlier. 
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Just outside the sovereign world of the military Camp, on the opposite side of Barkers Creek, 
a settlement sprang up that was originally called ‘Canvas Town’ or ‘Circular Road’.  Later 
referred to as the ‘old town’, this settlement was situated within the study area. 

The confluence of Forest and Barkers (Campbells) Creeks was the landmark for Henry 
Leversha and his fellow diggers on their cross-country expedition from Ballarat to Mount 
Alexander in September 1851.118  The meeting of these two streams was the origin of the 
name ‘The Junction’ that was first used to describe the settlement that later became 
Castlemaine.  The name ‘The Junction’ remained in general use, including on early maps, 
years later.119  

 

 ‘Mount Alexander Gold Region’ (nd) (Plan courtesy Dr Keir Reeves). The settlement, or perhaps 
the district, is marked the ‘Junction’ 

 

In 1852 Chief Commissioner of the Goldfields Captain Wright selected Castlemaine, nearer 
the centre of the goldfields than Chewton, as the site for the new Central Gold 
Commissioners Camp.120 Access to the plentiful water that was ensured by this confluence 
of the two creeks was the reason this particular position was chosen. The junction of Forest 
and Barkers Creeks, just 100 metres west of the study area, is thus the nucleus of 
Castlemaine.  

The Camp, with its tent barracks, stores, offices, stables, parade ground etc was a mini-
township in itself.  In addition it was the focus of much of the day-to-day administration of the 
goldfields, such as the post-office, the mining licence office, and the court.  Thus it was along 
the diggers’ tracks to the Camp, just outside its boundaries and on the subject site, that an 
unofficial shanty town sprang up. This was the area around Bruce Street that comprises the 
western part of the study area.  

‘Bryce Ross’s Diggings’ Directory’ lists some of the businesses that were established here 
by 1852, including: Hitchcock’s Stores (‘opposite side of Creek from Commissioner’s 
Camp’); Knight and McKenzie, Bakers (‘on Flat adjoining ditto’); Sargood’s Main Store (‘ditto 
ditto’); H Casperson & Mason’s Stores (‘near entrance to Commissioner’s Camp’); Elvins 
Board and Lodging House (‘ditto’); Harry Southcombe, Lemonade Seller (‘ditto’); and John 
Day, Butcher (‘ditto’).121   

                                                           
118 Henry Leversha, Castlemaine Pioneers, op cit, p.9 
119 Victoria’s nineteenth century educator and historian James Bonwick apparently titled one of his writings as 
‘Three Visits to the Junction, now Castlemaine Township’, but this could not be found (Arthur T Hodgson, 
Castlemaine Pioneers, op cit, p.106) 
120 Hocking, Castlemaine, Camp to City, op cit, pp.70-71; Hocking, Geoff, Early Castlemaine: A Glance at the 
Stirring Fifties, The Municipal Council 1851-1863, original text by Frank McKillop, New Chum Press, Bendigo, 
1998, p.25 
121 Hocking, Early Castlemaine, op cit, p.106.   
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Frederick Sargood’s tent store later grew into the national emporium of Sargood Butler and 
Nichol. Sargood later held a number of Victorian ministerial portfolios, and became the 
proprietor of the mansion Ripponlea that is now owned by the National Trust. 

Although usually known as ‘Circular Road’ Dr Preshaw described this settlement as ‘the 
Crescent’ or the ‘Canvas Town’: as buildings started to appear in the new town of 
Castlemaine, he recounted, ‘the Crescent became deserted, leaving nothing but a few 
weather-beaten old ruins to denote where a thriving trade had been for some two or three 
years carried on.’ 

 

‘Chief Commissioner’s Camp: Leaving for Melbourne, c.1852’ (Castlemaine Art Gallery & Historical 
Museum).  The isolated group of buildings in the foreground includes the post office, and the court 

house is situated on the left of the image. The view, taken from the hill in about the location of Forest 
Street, looks down on pedestrians crossing Barkers Creek at one ford, and the gold escort crossing 
the creek at a ford slightly upstream. By 1855 ‘Governor’s Bridge’, the successor of which is still in 

use, was built in the position of the ford on the left of the image.  

An 1853 plan also notes a ‘Mormon chapel’ in this area, near the site of the later flour mill.122 
This was likely the ‘large tent on a hillock, near the site of the steam flour mill’ described by 
Dr WF Preshaw. Preshaw tells of the Italian truss-maker John Baptiste who, after the death 
of a ‘poor black man’ in a religious ecstasy, dedicated his home to God, and ‘converted the 
whole of a large substantial tent into a pretty little chapel’, which included red blankets for 
lining, a ‘neatly-made chandelier suspended from the ceiling’, candles, and a floor of washed 
stones, the tailings of a digger’s cradle. He offered this facility to all religions on Sundays, 
however the Mormons appear to have been the only takers, and Baptiste soon left for ‘the 
Salt Lakes’.123 In May 1856 discussions about a new flour-mill site referred to ‘the Mormon 
chapel’, so it was obviously still a landmark.124 

Preshaw tells that ‘the first and only place of worship in the old Canvas Town’, where 
‘Professor Jackson’ (the pastor soon to be elected one of the ‘Peoples’ Commissioners’) 
preached, was ‘a large tent below the present parsonage’ (ie in the vicinity of Circular Road). 
Preshaw also tells that it was here that he delivered the first course of scientific lectures in 
Castlemaine, that the tent was the platform of meetings of innumerable kinds, and became 
the ‘birthplace of the national school’.125 A few years later (after Canvas Town) a Church of 
Christ occupied a building in the study area, on the south-west corner of Forest and Barkers 
Streets.126  

                                                           
122 PROV, Put Away Plan Cas C6 ‘Traverse Forest Creek’, 12th November 1853 
123 Preshaw, op cit, pp.22-23. Preshaw also referred to Circular Road as ‘the Crescent’ (p.45) 
124 Bradfield, Flour Mill, op cit, p.4 
125 ibid, p.22 
126 Bradfield, Golden Harvest, op cit, p.48 



‘Forest Street to Forest Creek’ Heritage Assessment Report:  Mount Alexander Shire Council                 71 
 

Mandy Jean, Architect and David Moloney, Historian  May 2016 version   
 

Thomas Carter (writing in 1883) described a different type of ‘old town’ businesses in those 
days.  He and his mates had been ‘passing a tent near where the Haymarket Hotel is’ (ie the 
south-east corner of Barker and Forest Street) and had seen a sign ‘Hop Beer’ scribbled on 
a piece of paper:  

‘…out of curiosity we asked the old crone in charge what was the price of the beverage. “A 
shilling a pannikin” she replied. As it was a warm day we spent a shilling each, but we did not 
relish the treat very much after seeing the old dame dipping the beer out of an open 
bucket’.127   

An early plan also shows a ‘Baths’ constructed on the inside of the junction of Forest and 
Barkers Creeks. It was described in the 1856 rate book as a ‘Canvas bathing ho’ (house).128 
Whether it was for swimming or personal bathing is unknown, but more likely the latter. In 
1856 it was described as ‘the public baths’ by the committee considering a site for the flour 
mill, and with the Mormon chapel was evidently a reference point in the vicinity.129 

 

A ‘Baths’ has been constructed at the junction of Forest and Barkers creeks by 1855.  
(PROV Put Away Cas C35, 21st September 1855) 

Early Roads And Bridges  

Castlemaine’s very first and most historically important roads – Forest Street (the Pyrenees 
Highway), and Barker Street (the Midlands and Pyrenees Highways) – intersect in the study 
area. 

Forest Street was the seminal road of the Mount Alexander goldfields.  It essentially ran 
parallel with Forest Creek, which governed its course.  It provided access to Forest Creek, 
and between the diggings and the Gold Commissioners Camp.  Despite the straight line 
surveyed for Forest Street through Castlemaine its course near Market Square was also 
initially determined by the creek.   

Another two very important early roads were situated within the study area. 

Circular Road 

‘Castlemaine Pioneers’ Robert Mitchell, WH Wilson, Henry Boyle and Thomas Carter all 
mention the ‘Circular Road’.130 Boyle says simply: ‘At that time Circular Road was 
Castlemaine.’131 

                                                           
127 Thomas Carter, Castlemaine Pioneers, op cit, p.162 
128 Castlemaine Ratebooks, 1856 (per Castlemaine Historical Society) 
129 Bradfield, Flour Mill, 1979, op cit, p.4 
130 Castlemaine Pioneers, op cit, pp. 38,159, 162. 
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Instead of taking wagons over the hill (through which Forest Street was excavated many 
years later) the track skirted the base of the hill. Bruce Street perpetuates this original 
‘Circular Road’ track between Forest Creek and the Commissioners Camp.132  

 
‘Castlemaine, 14th August 1856’ showing the early track to the Camp skirting the base of the hill, 
creating the alignment of today’s Bruce Street. (Castlemaine Art Gallery & Historical Museum) 

 

 

‘Government Camp, Castlemaine’, 1855 after the businesses of the original township were removed. 
The painting shows a pedestrian path over the hill where Forest Street would later be cut, while 

wagons and horses take the level route around Circular Road (Bruce Street). The Governor’s Bridge 
has now been built. A ‘Boot & Shoe Maker’ (owned by ‘J Wax’ says Gill) has prime position on the 

pedestrian track.  ST Gill (Castlemaine Art Gallery & Historical Museum).   

In May 1853 Circular Road / Bruce Street was the scene of an incident that galvanised the 
local citizenry: an event ‘soon known on all the fields in the colony’, that stimulated ‘the first 
public protest against the tyranny of the officials’.133 ‘A boarding house keeper in Circular 
Road’ named McMahon had been accused of but strongly denied selling sly grog. Camp 
troopers with swords drawn besieged his tent where guests were in bed, vandalised the 
premises, and removed the tent to the Camp. The same fate awaited two stores, and also 
Adams’ boarding house nearby, where 20 lodgers were cast into the cold night. ‘As the 
Circular Road was a densely populated district at that time’ the rampaging troopers refrained 
from their common practise of setting fire to the tents.134  

The next day inflammatory placards appeared calling for the deaths of the Camp personnel 
involved. Diggers prevented the arrest of pastor Jackson who had spoken up for the rights of 

                                                                                                                                                                                     
131 Henry Boyle, Castlemaine Pioneers, op. cit, p.119 
132 Its western end was slightly compressed by the railway embankment in the early 1860s, and the survey of its 
eastern end was fine-tuned very slightly in the 1870s.  
133 Frank McKillop (1908), in Hocking, Early Castlemaine, op cit, pp.71-72 
134 Hocking, Castlemaine, Camp to City, op cit, p.187 



‘Forest Street to Forest Creek’ Heritage Assessment Report:  Mount Alexander Shire Council                 73 
 

Mandy Jean, Architect and David Moloney, Historian  May 2016 version   
 

the people.135 Volunteers militia’s began to drill, and indignant Castlemaine citizens – leading 
citizens as well as miners – organised a public meeting on the hill directly above Circular 
Road. There the citizens denounced ‘Campism’, elected their own ‘People’s’ 
Commissioners, and despatched them to Governor La Trobe to ‘demand’ compensation for 
the businesses, and a new order.136 The meeting declared ‘its solemn belief that we are on 
the eve of a general revolution’. La Trobe, not liking their ‘tone’, refused the deputation, 
foolishly in the judgement of historian Serle.137 

‘The public conscience was being awakened’ said early Castlemaine historian Frank 
McKillop of the Circular Road event.138 By 1853 such high-handed oppression, together with 
widespread corruption among goldfields officials, came to be resented as bitterly as the 
miners-licence, and provoked the ‘red ribbon’ rebellion and Goldfields Reform League. 
Castlemaine historian Geoff Hocking states in relation to the Circular Road incident that: 
‘The fever that broke out at Eureka was incubated this day on Agitation Hill in 
Castlemaine’.139   

WH Wilson remembered that the ‘discontent of the diggers’ was vented at meetings ‘held on 
the hill opposite Circular Road’. The hill thus became known as ‘Agitation Hill’. Captain Bull 
and the other Camp Commissioners privately called it ‘Confusion Hill’.140 It was sometimes 
referred to as ‘Aberdeen Hill’ in honour of the firebrand addresses of town notable William 
Aberdeen, and also ‘Constitution Hill’.141 After its grant to the Anglican church upon the 
official subdivision of Castlemaine it became known as ‘Church Hill’.   

Other than the few buildings remaining of the Camp itself, the alignment of Bruce Street, 
originally Circular Road, is the most striking and revealing evidence of this historic 
foundational period of Castlemaine.142 Archaeological potential aside, the Bruce Street 
reservation is the only known relic of the ‘old town’. Bruce Street provides evocative 
evidence of:- the first, unofficial town, known as ‘the Junction’, ‘Circular Road’, ‘Camp Town’ 
and later the ‘Old Town’, which was the predecessor of Castlemaine; the early operation of 
the Forest Creek diggings (the role of government administration, including the gold escort, 
and the diggers’ path to the Camp); the distinctive geography of the area, notably the large 
hill (since partly cut away) that dominated the Camp; and the vital political dimension of the 
diggings, the protests that took place regularly on ‘Agitation Hill’ above it, and particularly the 
incident that occurred on Circular Road in May 1853 that became known around the 
goldfields.  

 

Road To Campbells Creek 
The second important early road that passed across the study area was the predecessor of 
Barker Street. For years Barker Street did not carry through traffic, as Forest Creek flowed 
down its alignment for a distance of about 100 metres (See below, and previous Plan Cas 
C6 of 1853).  Consequently the first bridge over Forest Creek in Castlemaine was situated 

                                                           
135 This may have been the same ‘preacher named Jackson’ who around this time ‘called a meeting one day on 
the hill above Circular Road’ (Thomas Carter ,Castlemaine Pioneers, op cit, p.162)  
136 McKillop, in Hocking, Early Castlemaine, op cit, pp.70-71 
137

 Serle, G, The Golden Age; A History of the Colony of Victoria, 1851-1861, Melbourne University Press, 1968, 
pp. 105-106 
138 McKillop, in Hocking, Early Castlemaine, op cit, p.72 
139 Hocking, Castlemaine, Camp to City, op cit, p.188; Raymond Bradfield noted that ‘the confrontation between 
The Camp and the people’ at Castlemaine was typical of the struggle across the Victorian diggings that ‘had its 
climax in “the affair at Eureka”’ (Bradfield, Golden Harvest op cit, p.21) 
140 WH Wilson, Castlemaine Pioneers, op cit, p.159 
141 Robert Mitchell, Castlemaine Pioneers, op cit, p.38 
142 Camp Crescent, Goldsmith Crescent and the crescent-shaped Gingell Street were formed considerably later; 
after the Camp was closed they were superimposed on the original Camp layout. 
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not on Barker Street but on Wheeler Street, close to Forest Street. Thus the first track to 
Campbells Creek and beyond passed across this part of the study area.143   

The location of the bridge on Wheeler Street would also have provided direct access to the 
rich Castlemaine surface mining areas of Forty Foot Hill, Ten Foot Hill and Clinker Hill, as 
well as the Bolivia Hill quartz reef and the Campbells Creek alluvial diggings beyond.   

 

Detail of Surveyor General’s Office map, lithographed June 1856. The subject site is the 
undesignated connecting space between the town and the goldfields beyond. It contains two of the 
district’s three bridges: Governor’s Bridge (later known as Fitzgerald’s Bridge) over Barkers Creek, 

and Forest Creek (later known as Butterworth’s) Bridge over Forest Creek. Sheriff’s Bridge (still 
known by that name) crosses Campbells Creek.  The original track across the study area would still 

operate until c.1860 when Forest Creek was removed from Barker Street, and a bridge built to enable 
through traffic to pass along Barker Street to Johnstone Street (today’s Pyrenees Highway). (Picture 

Collection, State Library of Victoria) 

The importance of the Forest Creek bridge would have increased greatly after the December 
1853 discovery of gold at Tarrangower (Maldon), and also rushes to the Avoca – 
Maryborough district in 1854.   

 

Detail of Henley-Healy 1862 plan (PROV Put Away Plan Cas C79) showing the bridge over Wheeler 
Street, and the two stages in the realignment of Forest Creek (the ‘New Creek Channel’ is only partly 
visible at the bottom of this image). By 1862 this realigned creek, and a new Barker Street bridge over 
Forest Creek has enabled Barker Street to assume its intended role of carrying traffic south and west 

of Castlemaine. 

In 1862 a row of buildings still lined both sides of the then superseded track. In the 
pioneering years of the colony stream fords and bridges were often places where a hotel or 
                                                           
143 This track is also shown on the PROV Put Away Plan Cas C6 (1853). 
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store was established, and the alignment of the buildings is strongly suggestive of stores 
along a road. While stores would undoubtedly also have provisioned the diggers working the 
hills south of the creek, they were most likely road-related businesses (such as eating-
houses, ‘refreshment’ tents, and blacksmiths) and their number suggests considerable traffic 
on this route.  

In early 1854 newspapers report a ‘tide’ of population ‘beyond conception’ daily leaving 
Forest Creek diggings for Tarrangower, and also to smaller rushes such as Back Creek.144  
Robberies and misadventures on the roads to these new rushes were commonplace.145 
Similarly, in mid 1854 the ‘exodus’ from Mount Alexander to the new Avoca-Maryborough 
diggings agitated the local newspaper correspondent: ‘Forest Creek is being completely 
deserted, as also Fryers Creek and Campbells Creek’; there seemed to be nothing ‘but 
teams loading and leaving’.146 In 1854 the Castlemaine Goldfield was comparatively 
deserted owing to rushes elsewhere, but in 1855 there were new rushes in different gullies 
creeks and hills around Fryers Creek, Vaughan and Barkers Creek, as well as a return to the 
still-productive Forest Creek diggings.147   

Most of the traffic leaving Forest Creek would have taken the track shown in the above 
plans.  This track was thus a primeval part of what would become the Pyrenees Highway, 
linking Forest Creek with Maryborough, Avoca and goldfields beyond. 

As is evident in the above plan and the previous 1853 plan (Cas C6), Forest Creek was 
considerably north of its current location, so this route was across today’s Western Oval. The 
ground level has been built up since that time and it is possible that, despite periodic 
flooding, archaeological evidence of this era may survive. Any evidence would likely be 
expressive of the heave and thrust of the 1850s rushes, with their tides of population going 
this way then that at the cry ‘Rush-oh’.  

The Flour Mill 

The Flour Mill and its subsequent industrial uses were very important parts of the town’s 
early history.  

The 1856-57 Flour Mill was the outcome of the early town’s enthusiastic civil sentiments. It 
was the first steam-powered manufacturer to be established in the town. 

It was conceived by the popular agitator, businessman and original newspaper proprietor Cr 
Hitchcock who pitched it to local farmers, but the project was taken over by ‘a more 
conservative section of the community’.148 These hardworking town businessmen also 
conceived of it in terms of a civic institution, instituting a company structure tinged with co-
operativism for example limits on the number of shares (later reduced then abandoned), and 
constantly appealing for public ‘support’.  That there was a ‘laying of the foundation stone’ for 
the mill is suggestive of a new town hall or church rather than a business venture. This event 
occurred with all the civic trimmings: freemasons leading the ‘ceremonies’, a blessing by a 
minister, a speech by the chairman of the municipal council, placement of a time-capsule, 
and a dinner afterwards.149 

                                                           
144 Eg, The Argus: 24/2/1854; 10/3/1854 
145 Eg, The Argus: 14/2/1854. 
146 The Argus, 25/7/1854.  
147 Flett, op cit, pp.191-192. Newspaper correspondents, initially surprised to understand so many leaving the 
still-productive Forest Creek diggings, soon reported people returning. 
148 Bradfield, Flour Mill, 1979, op cit, p.3 
149 ibid, pp.6-7 
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The mill’s powerful 25 horse power engine required water for its boilers, leading the Mount 
Alexander Mail to conclude that its site had been chosen with great judgement, it being 
‘washed on two sides by the creek from which plentiful supplies of water were available’.150 

Amid the initial optimism enough shares had been subscribed to make a decision to proceed 
with the project, but many who had paid a 5/- deposit for a £10 share didn’t pay their calls as 
they came due. As financial anxiety increased it became difficult to sell the remaining 
shares, and the board members (notably it seems a Mr Cohen) bought deeper and deeper 
into the project to keep the dream alive.  

It had been such a struggle to secure full payment from the original buyers of shares, and 
other potential supporters, that the mill was not opened until the 18th May 1857. On the very 
same day David Aitken opened his Steam Flour Mill on nearby Johnstone Street. Although 
the Castlemaine Steam Flour Mill company was confident of its prospects, it was a bad time 
to commence in the milling business, as there were numerous new flour mills opening up in 
goldfields towns, and rust would damage wheat crops in coming seasons. However it was 
the company’s failure to raise enough money to cover its debts to the builders (Baker and 
Matthews), the supplier of machinery (Russell & Co), and the bank, that forced it to sell later 
that same year.  

In promoting the sale price of the property the Mount Alexander Mail identified three selling 
points. The first was that it ‘stands at the junction of two principal streets, Forest and Barker 
Streets’, and was ‘in the most valuable part of the town’.  (Another edition of the paper said 
that the value of the land had tripled in the past year.) The other selling points it identified 
were its easy access to water, and to the forthcoming railway.151   

The three-storey Georgian style mill, designed by architect Thomas Shephard, was often 
described as ‘fine building’. The agents for the sale expanded on this: 

‘This splendid structure imparts an air of stability and tends to give a character to the town of 
Castlemaine’.152 

The building is listed in the Victorian Heritage Register as a place of state heritage 
significance. The citation associated with this heritage listing describes it as ‘perhaps the 
finest mill building in Victoria’.153   

The decision to build such an architecturally imposing structure almost certainly relates to its 
genesis as a project that was expressive, perhaps even symbolic, of the enterprise and 
ideals of a vibrant youthful community.  It was a civic as well as an industrial initiative; a 
place that would have patent community meaning, and that should have a townscape 
presence to match.  

As financial troubles deepened its promoters had beseeched the community (and 
increasingly its wealthy citizens) to pay for and buy shares, hectored their deplorable 
‘apathy’ in not attending company meetings, and finally blamed failure on ‘a want of public 
spirit in the Castlemaine community’; the ‘public’ had ‘let them down’. The building stands 
today as a magnificent symbol of the aspirations of a vibrant, newly enfranchised goldfields 
community for the society, and town, that they were creating.  

                                                           
150 ibid, p.7 
151 ibid, p.13 
152 ibid, p.12 
153 Victorian Heritage Register, HO573 ‘Flour Mill, 105-107 Barker Street Castlemaine, Mount Alexander Shire’ 
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The flour mill building, on the site just purchased but yet to be developed by Cornish & Bruce, in 1859. 
The name ‘Bruce Street’ would have been added to this plan considerably after 1859. (PROV Put 

Away Cas C11, 21/11/1859) 

The land, building and machinery were sold to a group of businessmen in the town who 
named it the Victoria Steam Flour Mill Company and leased it to Blyth Brothers, millers, to 
continue operations.  

Quartz Crushing 

The hard-pressed promoters of the Flour Mill had advocated that quartz crushing could be a 
‘profitable sideline’ for their nascent business.  The mill’s powerful steam engine could be 
linked to a quartz crusher to augment the return from the operation they said, and help in 
developing the district. It would save cartage costs for small quartz miners. 

The mill’s new owners put this idea into practice. The mill took quartz from ‘the Burnes Reef 
Forest Creek’, the Cumberland Reef, the Bolivia Reef, and the Manchester Reef.  Miners 
were disappointed that the price wasn’t cheaper than other crushers in the district.154   

William Adams’ teams were employed carting quartz from the Manchester Reef for treatment 
at these crushing works, which he described as ‘Cameron’s Chilean Mills, where the 
Distillery is now.’155 As identified in the 1858 ratebook, it was a separate, adjacent, 
corrugated iron building. 

A few miners (such as the Thompson Brothers party) had machinery to crush their own 
quartz, and there were other quartz crushing and amalgamating plants operating in the 
district. Mitchell remembered that these started in the period 1854-57: 

‘The first gold-washing company, “The Caledonia” with Hart’s patent gold-washing machine, was 
started at the base of Clinkers Hill, now Rowe Street; also the Castlemaine Flour Milling 
Company.’ 156 

Railway Foundry and Workshops 

In 1859 the Melbourne Mount Alexander and Murray River Railway contractors Cornish & 
Bruce negotiated to purchase the mill, and the surrounding land south of Circular Road, for 

                                                           
154 Bradfield, Flour Mill, 1979, op cit, pp.15-16 
155 William Adams, Castlemaine Pioneers, op cit, p.210 
156 Robert Mitchell, Castlemaine Pioneers, op cit, p.41 
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its main foundry and workshop. The Cornish & Bruce contract for the railway was the biggest 
ever let at that time, and the workshops were correspondingly impressive.157   

This workshop commenced operation in early 1860. It was a massive undertaking, with a 
whole complex of new buildings valued at over £50,000. Some two hundred were employed 
in its foundries, forges (which included a large steam hammer), smith, carpentry, 
wheelwright shops capable of turning out railway plant and rolling stock. Later it also 
provided parts and repairs to local mining and agricultural equipment, and general 
engineering services.  

In the former flour mill building were a saw-mill, a pattern-maker and a ‘substantial brick 
stabling for 60 horses veterinary hospital and farriery’.  It used the ’30 horsepower’ engine of 
the flour mill prior to installing a 60 hp one.  

It was an engineering establishment of significance at the state level.  Bruce thought it 
demonstrated that ‘gold-digging was not the only branch of industry followed in Victoria’, and 
sent an aerial illustration of the works to London for publication in the Illustrated London 
News.158 

The flour mill had a high chimney, but Cornish and Bruce built a new higher one. They also 
erected a large clock tower on the ridge of the flour mill roof. Bradfield tells that this ‘satisfied 
a long-felt want for a Town Clock, and did so until the provision of a clock in the tower of the 
new post office, which was opened in 1875.’ The clock remained in place, thought Bradfield, 
until the late 1920s.159 It was surely an expression of Bruce’s civic pride in the works. With its 
high chimney, and clock tower, in some respects the workshops must have been a defacto 
focus of the town.  

In September 1862, after the Government had decided not to take over the workshop, the 
site was put up for sale.  Its substantial workshops were described as being located ‘on 
about three acres of ground in the centre of Castlemaine, adjoining the railway’.160 

Circular Road was later renamed Bruce Street in honour of the dynamic Jan Vans Agnew 
Bruce. 

 

‘Cornish & Bruce Foundry Works Castlemaine c.1862’. The photo shows the main entrance to the 
works on Circular Road, the very high chimney, and the clock on the roof of the flour mill building.  

There is little development on Circular Road at that time. (Photo reproduced courtesy Joel Blackburn 
in Castlemaine Historical Society pamphlet ‘Melbourne Mount Alexander and Murray River Railway’). 

                                                           
157 Castlemaine Historical Society Inc. pamphlet ‘Melbourne Mount Alexander and Murray River Railway’, 2012; 
Bradford, Flour Mill, 1979, op cit, pp.16-17 
158 Bradfield, Flour Mill, 1979, op cit, pp.20-24 
159 ibid, p.54 
160 ibid, p.45 
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Cobb & Co Workshops  

In 1862 the controlling interest in the legendary Cobb & Co coach line, which had been 
established in 1853 to serve the Melbourne to Castlemaine route, passed to Robertson 
Britton & Co, later Robertson, Wagner & Co. After the railway opened in 1862 Cobb & Co 
transferred its headquarters to Bathhurst NSW, where it continued to operate on the main 
goldfields routes prior to the coming of railways.  

In 1864 Robertson Wagner (principals in ‘Cobb & Co’) purchased part of the railway foundry 
site for use as a coach factory and farriery for branch coach services between smaller 
goldfields centres. The site had space for coach-building, extensive stables, and an 
overhead water tank (built by Bruce as a precaution against fire) that was used for washing 
coaches. Cobb & Co had previously been operating ‘to a limited degree’ in coach building on 
Forest Street; it occupied the railway foundry premises in April 1864.161  The company 
operated from the site for at least 25 years: the 1869 rate-book notes the ‘stables’ of 
‘Robertson & Sweeney’; in 1879 the ‘Robertson & Wagner’ ‘factory’ is listed.162 

Castlemaine operations driver P Jackson marked the occasion by taking the largest coach, 
drawn by 22 greys, on a return trip to Elphinstone. The company moved its headquarters to 
Bathurst soon after the railway opened in 1862.163 

Distillery & Brewery  

The flour mill building was not part of the Cobb & Co premises. By 1869 it had been sold to 
Castlemaine brewers Edward and Nicholas Fitzgerald, who attempted unsuccessfully to rent 
it out as a flour mill.   

It was used by the Fitzgeralds’ for many decades, principally as a malting floor, almost 
certainly for the distillery established in the adjacent former railway workshops building, and 
possibly for their brewery in Winters Flat.  

 

Former distillery building, 1881 immediately south of the flour mill (not shown). Building does not 
survive, and is presently the site of the cabin and van park. (PROV Put Away Cas C84Z, 13/6/1881) 

                                                           
161 ibid, pp.35, 47 
162 Rate-books, 1869, 1879 (per Castlemaine Historical Society). The company does not appear in the next rate-
book checked (1890).  
163 Bradfield, Golden Harvest, op cit, p.52 
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Both of the Fitzgerald brothers were Members of the Legislative Council of Victoria.  The 
famous Queensland beer ‘Castlemaine XXXX’ traces its roots to the Fitzgerald brewery in 
Castlemaine.  

In 1925 Carlton & United Brewery took over the Fitzgerald Brewing & Malting Co, and the 
Castlemaine brewery buildings were put up for sale. Soon afterwards the mill building was 
used as a timber mill, joinery, store etc by L Stevens & Co.  Leslie J Stevens, ‘Timber 
merchant’ was still occupying the premises in 1937, and perhaps later.164   In the 1930s it 
was also occupied by a small factory making pipes and fittings for the hydraulic sluicing 
plants in the district, it has had a variety of other uses since.165   

The flour mill building attracted heritage interest when it was threatened with demolition in 
the 1970s.  It was determined to be a place of state heritage significance and was added to 
the Victorian Heritage Register.  

Coaching, Cars and Buslines : Expansion of the Transport Industry 

Forest Street was Castlemaine’s first main road. Its intersection with Barker Street remains 
the main crossroads in the town and it thus became a focus for blacksmiths, farriers, 
wheelwrights, and coach-builders.  In the twentieth century some of these premises 
converted to service stations, garages and car dealers. Most of Castlemaine’s motor 
garages have been situated either on Forest Street or on Barker Streets.166 

High goldfields traffic and primitive roads demanded vehicle repairers.  From William Adams’ 
memoir it is clear that the industry was present here from the very beginning.  In about late 
1853:  

‘I joined Mr Stockman, who had a smith’s shop just where the railway bridge is near the 
Camp, and I soon found that I could command from £30 – £40 per week repairing broken 
wheels etc.’167  

It was evidently a very profitable trade. Within a few years Adams had commenced his own 
blacksmith, on Johnstone Street Clinker Hill, a continuation of the original track to Campbells 
Creek and Maldon. 

Stockman had been located at the entrance to the Camp, at the west end of Circular Road / 
Forest Street.  Some years later, after the Castlemaine township had been surveyed, 
blacksmith C McCarthy took up a position at the opposite end of the study area, at the 
entrance to the new Castlemaine township. This was near the south-east corner of Urquhart 
and Forest Streets (across the road from the study area) and would have been one of the 
first horse-shoeing businesses to be met with by travellers entering the town. Like the 
subject site west of Barker Street, this land was not ‘reserved’ for goldfields, or for future 
subdivision or recreation or as were Sections 84 and 85. McCarthy may have approached 
the government to purchase the land (as had the Flour Mill and Gas companies) on which he 
built an impressive small workshop. 

                                                           
164 Rate-books, 1932, 1937, 1943 (per Castlemaine Historical Society). 
165 Bradfield, Flour Mill, 1979, op cit, pp.55-56 
166 White, Keith and Joy, Thru the Windscreen, Castlemaine, 2006, passim 
167 William Adams, Castlemaine Pioneers, op cit, p.209 
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‘McCarthy’s Blacksmith Shop’ (Castlemaine Art Gallery and Historical Museum) 
The sign above the small building on the right, next to the former gas work building, says ‘C 

McCarthy. Shoeing Forge’. Neither of these buildings survives.  
 

 

Untitled: ‘J Myring’s Shoeing Forge and Castlemaine Coach-Factory’, post 1869 (Art Gallery NSW). 
Myring has by now acquired McCarthy’s Shoeing Forge.  This building was situated on the south-east 

corner of Urquhart and Forest Street. 

In 1862 McCarthy’s workshop was purchased by John Myring, who had ‘three shops’ 
adjacent. Myring operated a coach-building, wheelwright, shoeing and general blacksmith 
business here until 1879, when he announced the disposal of his ‘Castlemaine Coach 
Factory’ to William Gaulton. Amongst his many pursuits Gaulton had been a gold-miner, and 
a ‘Castlemaine Pioneer’. In 1861 he had opened a coach-building factory in Geelong where 
he also designed and manufactured bicycles that became prominent in the emerging sport of 
‘Velocipede Racing’; one of his achievements included locating the brake on to the back 
rather than front wheel. He moved his coach-builder business to Kyneton before returning to 
Castlemaine.  He was a Castlemaine councillor and in 1885 mayor of Castlemaine. In the 
early 1880s he purchased allotments 2-4 in Section 85 (the heritage precinct), and in 1885 
announced his move to ‘more suitable workshops and appliances’ on this new site.168  

In 1891 William Robert Williams, who had worked first for John Myring and then William 
Gaulton, purchased the business. He also opened a showroom opposite, on the north side 
of Forest Street.  He supplied buggies, gigs and ‘all classes of vehicles’ through northern 
Victoria and the Riverina district. He is reported to have had ‘an extensive connection 
                                                           
168 Castlemaine Historical Society, various papers, including: ‘Research Report No.1759: Report on 72 and 74-80 
Forest Street, Castlemaine’; and ‘Castlemaine Coach Factory’ 
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throughout the Commonwealth and has always annexed first class prizes at every show 
where he has exhibited.’169 It is from this period that most of the photographs of the factory, 
of Williams and his tradesmen and their products were taken.  A separate ‘shoeing forge’ is 
visible on the right hand side in some of these.  

In 1899 he purchased allotment 5 adjacent to his factory, the last unsold Forest Street 
allotment in Section 85.  After the death of their father in 1917 the business was carried on 
by brothers William and James.170 By the 1930s they were advertising (in addition to their 
traditional work, ‘only with seasoned timbers’): ‘Motor Cars and Vehicles Painted, 
Upholstered, Hooded etc’.171  

 

WR Williams ‘Castlemaine Coach Factory’, with some of its wares. The building became the Hunt & 
Lobb motor vehicle dealers and garage. Despite its considerably altered fenestration it is recognisable 

today. (Castlemaine Art Gallery and Historical Museum) 
 

 

The Castlemaine Coach Factory showroom and office, on the opposite (north) side of Forest Street. 
This building remains, although also with much altered fenestration, and simplified pediment. 

(Castlemaine Art Gallery and Historical Museum) 

                                                           
169 The Spectator (Methodist newspaper) 23/11/1906 
170 ibid 
171 White, Thru the Windscreen, op cit, p.139 
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‘Castlemaine Coach Factory’ of WR Williams, c.1905-15. The workers and some of their wares. The 
separate ‘Shoeing Forge’ is just visible on the right.  (The Biggest Family Album, Museum Victoria)   

In 1946 the coachworks was sold to Harold A Hunt and George Lobb, who reopened as a 
motor vehicle garage and agency.  

A 1949 photograph shows that between the ‘Hunt & Lobb’ garage and Wheeler Street were 
Kane’s blacksmith shop, and on the corner, ‘Pop’ Miller’s workshop (he mainly repaired 
bicycles and sold petrol).172 Ratebooks show that in the 1860s this corner allotment 
(allotment 1) was a ‘cottage/workshop’, by 1879 was occupied by Jos Manifold ‘wheelwright’ 
and then, until at least 1926, was occupied by Thomas Manifold ‘blacksmith’ before passing 
to Leo Kane who was still working there in 1936.173 Robert Goffin ‘painter’ (perhaps a coach 
painter) shared allotment 1 with Manifold by 1901. In recent years the corner smithy and 
workshop became the site of Hunt & Lobb’s used car yard. 

Hunt & Lobb were agents for Jowett Javelin and Bradford cars, Austin cars and trucks, and 
David Brown tractors. As was the practice in those days, the Austin trucks were delivered to 
Castlemaine in crates and assembled and painted at the garage. The trucks were popular 
with district orchardists and wood carters, and the local CFA used various models. For many 
years Hunt & Lobb were agents for Atlantic/Esso products, which were well known on 
account of their many advertising gimmicks.  They also sold other products, including 
Studebaker cars and trucks, and in the 1970s became the agents for Ford.174   

Vehicle repair and construction were also a major industry further east along Forest Street in 
Section 84, between Wheeler Street and Barker Street and also around the corner on Barker 
Street.  The limited information in the early ratebooks (from 1856) makes it difficult to 
establish the exact location of most of the various smithies and workshops listed.175  
However by 1869 this had changed, and we know that Joseph Attenborough, ‘wheelwright’, 
rented a workshop in Barker Street (Allotment 2, Section 84).  He was still in his Barker 
Street ‘shops’ in 1879, but by 1890 Thomas Blundell ‘blacksmith’ owned Allotment 2.  By 
1901 Blundell evidently lived on the premises, which were then described as ‘smithy and 
cottage’.  By 1911 Blundell had been taken over by Redfearn’s monumental masons.  In 

                                                           
172 White, Thru the Windscreen, op cit, p.140 
173 Castlemaine Historical Society, ‘Research Report No.1759: Report on 72 and 74-80 Forest Street, 
Castlemaine’; and rate assessments.  
174 White, Thru the Windscreen, op cit, pp.141-151 
175 All of the following ratebook information is derived from the extracts of ratebooks provided by the Castlemaine 
Historical Society, as well as its summary notes on Section 84 Allotments. 



‘Forest Street to Forest Creek’ Heritage Assessment Report:  Mount Alexander Shire Council                 84 
 

Mandy Jean, Architect and David Moloney, Historian  May 2016 version   
 

1932 William Thomas Murdoch had a ‘smithy and land’ on Section A – the west side of 
Barker Street south of Bruce Street.   

On Forest Street in 1869, near the Haymarket hotel on the corner of Barker Street, were two 
different smiths (Campbell Murdoch, and John Wilson) on Allotment 4. In 1890 Alexander 
Maybury is listed as taking over John Collicoat’s blacksmith business on one of these 
Allotment 4 premises. (In that same year Collicoat was operating a smithy in Section B8, on 
the west side of Barker Street, possibly in the recently vacated ‘Cobb & Co’ coach factory.) 
By 1901 William Woolnough was also working as a blacksmith in Forest Street (now beside 
Louisa Gray ‘smithy’), and by 1911 his coach-building business is described as ‘smithy and 
showroom’. In 1921 he expanded his premises to the east (part of Allotment 5).  

Further east on Forest Street several more blacksmiths were opened as land became 
available. An early (1865) ratebook has an entry ‘McCarthy, shop’ adjacent to the Chinese 
Camp. This could have been a blacksmith opened by McCarthy after Myring purchased his 
gas works premises.176 On Allotment 11 adjacent to the Crown Hotel on the corner of 
Wheeler Street, Alexander Maybury had been operating a smith until in 1890 he was 
replaced by Campbell Murdoch.  In 1901 AF Beck took over this blacksmith, and by 1911 it 
had passed to Joseph Torrens. In 1921 Joseph Torrens was operating a blacksmith on part 
of Allotment 7, about mid way between Barker and Wheeler Streets.  

 
An example of the transport related businesses on Forest Street east of Barker Street in 1935. From 
right, a ‘blacksmith’ (formerly Torrens)’, Percy George’s ‘garage’, ‘William Woolnough Coach Builder’, 
and ‘Shoeing Forge’ (which would become Bentley’s garage), and the delicensed Haymarket Hotel on 
the corner would become the bus depot. (Castlemaine Historical Society, ‘Western Oval’ Summary) 

The study area had played a prominent role in vehicle repair, and coach-building, prior to the 
motor vehicle era.  While the Second World War marked the end of the blacksmith, 
wheelwright and coach-builder, the study area maintained its connection with the motor 
industry though Hunt & Lobb, Clem Rathbone, Alf Bentley and Bill Cusack. 

In 1922 descendants of the Fryerstown Rowe Brothers (owners of the Mosquito and Duke of 
Cornwall mines) purchased Harrison’s garage on the corner of Barker and Mostyn Streets. 
In 1930 Clem Rathbone purchased ‘Rowe Motors’, and in 1939 he purchased Percy 
George’s Engineering Works and Garage at 48 Forest Street. In 1940 he moved Rowe 
Motors from ‘The Corner’ to 48 Forest Street (part Allotment 7 Section 84).  During the war-
time labour shortage Rathbone visited Castlemaine Technical School looking for workers, 
but in the 1950s his Ford dealership boomed, and Rowe Motors employed 34 staff. In 1951 
                                                           
176 ‘Shop’ often refers to ‘workshop’ in the ratebooks (as opposed to ‘store’). 
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Rathbone was presented with a plaque and a gold watch by Ford’s Victorian manager for his 
long and outstanding service to Ford.  

The façade (at least) of the 1940 building shown below had been rebuilt by the ‘early ’60s’. 
There is a photograph in Thru the Windscreen of a shiny new ‘55 Ford’ in a gleaming, neon-
lit Forest Street showrooms that is likely to have been the new showrooms.177  As ‘KRB 
Motors’ the building has continued to be used until very recently for the transport trade.  
Underneath its different livery, the façade appears to have a high degree of integrity. Part of 
the rear of the premises appears to date to the inter-war period, and may preserve 
something of the earlier (at least back to 1921) uses of the site for garages and 
blacksmiths.178 

 

The premises of Rowe Motors, 48 Forest Street, in 1940. (White, Thru the Windscreen, op cit, p.79) 
 

 

Rowe Motors in the early 1960s, with its clean modern styling. (White, Thru the Windscreen, op cit, 
p.85). Underneath today’s ‘KRB Motors’ livery this building appears to retain a high degree of 

integrity. 

Alf Bentley established his Bentley Motors garage on Forest Street (Allotment 5) in the mid 
1930s, selling Hudson cars and Diamond T trucks. On the pavement in front of the typical 
garage of the time (a simple corrugated iron gable roof behind a parapet, possibly the former 
shoeing forge or Woolnough’s coach factory) were bowsers selling five different types of 
petrol. He also commenced bus services through the district, as well as Sunday excursions 

                                                           
177 White, Thru the Windscreen, op cit, pp.75-86. It is likely that the façade was remodelled by 1955, when the 
photograph of a gleaming new showroom was taken (p.84) 
178 Castlemaine Ratebooks, 1856 – 1948 (per Castlemaine Historical Society) 
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for townspeople to local tourist spots such as Vaughan Springs and the Mt Alexander Koala 
Park.179  

Coaching and bus services have always been a crucial part of rural life.  From the historical 
record we are familiar with big companies such as Cobb & Co that provided main trunk line 
services until the railway arrived. While Cobb & Co and its successors continued to operate 
out of Castlemaine until at least 1879180, it was mostly smaller companies that operated 
branch services to the smaller goldfields towns.  

The Castlemaine Historical Society has identified 34 coaching lines providing services in the 
Castlemaine district between 1854 and 1864. Most of these connected with Melbourne and 
other major gold towns, although a number connected to Tarrangower (Maldon) after 1858.  
Between 1867 and 1887 another 9 coaching lines were identified, and these operated 
mainly to Maldon (including one by a Chinese, Ah Loy), with a few to Vaughan.181 As branch 
railway lines were constructed – to Maryborough in 1874 and Maldon in 1884 – 
progressively fewer coaching services operated in the district. However for towns without 
railway connections, such as Chewton, Vaughan and Fryers Town, coaching services to 
Castlemaine, and beyond via the Castlemaine railway, remained essential.  

Joseph Scholes and Mr Jupiter commenced one of these crucial gold-field links, between 
Chewton and Castlemaine, ‘in the horse and buggy days’; in 1929 they introduced buses to 
the run. In 1945 Bentley took over the Scholes and Jupiter bus service.182   

In 1949 Bentley also acquired a Holden dealership, necessitating larger and more modern 
premises. He and his wife owned allotments 3-5, section 84, the corner of Barker and Forest 
streets, and allotments on either side. The delicensed Haymarket Hotel was demolished, 
along with the old Bentley Motors, and in c.1951 builder Robert Stevens constructed a new 
eight square corner garage. In 1952 the Bentleys also built two dwellings, including their 
home, the double-storey brick dwelling on Barker Street beside their new garage (allotment 
3).183 

Coaching in the heritage precinct has had a history going back to at least 1867  when Ah 
Loy ran a daily coach service to Maldon. Interestingly, it set out each day from the 
Haymarket Hotel, demolished in 1950 by Bentley to accommodate his garage and bus 
line.184   

By this time Bentley’s Bus Lines operated widely in the district, with Sunday services to 
Melbourne and Geelong, and were also available for ‘Easter Holiday Bus Trips’ (1948), and 
tours.185 In 1955 the new garage was extended (again by builder Bob Stevens) along Forest 
Street. In 1968 Bentley sold the bus service with its 6 buses to the Hamleys and the 
Hansfords. By 2007 there were 27 buses operated by the new company Castlemaine Bus 
Lines Pty Ltd.  It replaced ‘Chevrolet Holden Dealers’ with ‘Castlemaine Bus Lines’ across 
the front corner of the building.186 The line’s morning and afternoon town services to 
Thompsons foundry and Castlemaine Bacon are very crowded.   

                                                           
179 ibid, pp.88-92 
180 Castlemaine Ratebook 1879 (per Castlemaine Historical Society) 
181 Castlemaine Historical Society, ‘Some Coaching Lines, Castlemaine and District’ (VCMHS 2007 1038F) 
182 White, Thru the Windscreen, op cit, pp.88-89, 92. Bentley employed Mick Hunt, who would later start his own 
business further east on Forest Street. 
183 Context Pty Ltd, ‘Castlemaine Bus Line, 122 Barker Street Castlemaine, Heritage Assessment’, for Mount 
Alexander Shire, 13 August 2013, pp.1-2 
184 Advertisement in the Mount Alexander Mail, 1/8/1867 
185 I & A Hockley Bio Cards, ‘Bentley’ 
186 ibid 
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In its previous heritage assessment of this building, Context identified this ‘austere 
streamlined modern design’ with few external alterations as being of modest architectural 
interest, a prominent landmark by virtue of its corner site, and enhanced by the former 
Cusack garage on the opposite corner that is expressive of the same transport theme.  It 
was described as being of ‘historical interest as a transport hub through its continuous use in 
the motor transport trade and industry for over 60 years’.187 Through the much enlarged brief 
of the present study we are now able to say that Alf Bentley’s original premises were used 
by transport related businesses at least by 1935, that the site has been associated with the 
local coaching services and transport repair works since at least 1867 (including blacksmiths 
and coachbuilders such as Murdoch, Wilson, Maybury, Collicoat, and Woolnough), and that 
it has been part of an important centre of Forest Street transport service industries that dates 
back to 1853 (160 years). The present building is the latest phase of this development, and 
distinctively expressive of the post-war, modern, bus era.   

 

Two Parlour Coaches in Forest Street, opposite Bentleys. (White, Thru the Windscreen, op cit, p.89) 
Ah Loy was operating a coach service from this site (the Haymarket Hotel) by 1867. 

In 1938 William Cusack built his Cusack’s Motors facing Castlemaine Bus Lines, on the 
south-west corner of Forest and Barker Streets (previously the site of the Rechabite Hall). 
Prior to becoming a sole Mobil agent, the bowsers lined up in front of its canopy had six 
different types of petrol.  Cusack was a General Motors dealer and sold Pontiac, Vauxhall, 
Bedford and also Chevrolet vehicles. In 1949 the garage workshop was considerably 
extended, in the same architectural style, on its south side.  

In 1957 GMH appointed Cusack’s Motors as agents for the Holden range of vehicles.  This 
was an important dealership for Cusack’s and Castlemaine, and the workforce was 
increased to service the sales. Bill Cusack Jnr came to work at Cusacks in 1946 after having 
worked at Thomspon’s foundry as a fitter.  He was one of a number of mechanics to move 
between the town’s garages and the larger manufacturers in the town.188 

The former Cusack’s Motors was one of 170 extant service stations constructed between 
1892 and the early 1990s that were identified in a 1997 state-wide heritage survey of motor 
garages and service stations. It was one of four garages identified in the Mount Alexander 
Shire as being of potential heritage interest, including two in Castlemaine, and the only 
service station identified in Castlemaine as being of heritage significance (this was at the 
‘local’ level). It was identified as an ‘early drive-in’ service station, in the 1930s Modern style, 
and of additional architectural interest for its canopy.189   

The heritage survey notes that inter-war garages have not survived well in Victoria.  Many, 
like Cusack’s, were built to benefit from the competitive advantage of a corner site, and 
consequently many have since either been significantly upgraded, or demolished to make 

                                                           
187 Context, op cit, pp.7-8 
188 White, Thru the Windscreen, op cit, p.131, passim 
189 Catrice Daniel & Summerton Michele, ‘The Motor Garage and Service Station in Victoria: a Survey’, National 
Estates Grant Program, Heritage Victoria, 1997, p.209. (In 1997 the business was listed as ‘Terry Scullie Holden 
Motors’.) 
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way for other businesses.190 In this regard it is of note that the only other Castlemaine 
garage identified (but not designated of local significance) in 1997 was the ‘former Shell’ 
garage on Barker Street, which had signage of historical interest. This appears not to survive 
now, leaving the former Cusack’s garage as Castlemaine’s only intact period service 
station.191   

The modern style Castlemaine Bus Lines (originally Bentley’s Motors, built c.1952), and the 
1938 period-style garage (originally Cusack’s Motors), both largely intact, are architecturally 
different, and distinctive, buildings impressively situated on the main intersection of the town.  
Together with the former Hunt and Lobb garage and KRB Motors building, they express the 
long history of the study area in relation to road vehicle industries.   

Today Castlemaine claims the title ‘Street Rod Capital of Australia’, suggesting that its motor 
repair and fabrication industry is of more than local significance.  It is also unusual in having 
a dedicated and extensive chronicle of local garages, the Whites’ Thru the Windscreen. 
There may be broader historical dimensions to this particular interest in motor vehicles in the 
Castlemaine area, for example:- the great number of roadside blacksmiths repairing axles, 
wheels etc on the goldfields roads; the constant demand for repair of local mining tools and 
machinery; the trucking industry associated with the local quarrying, orchard and wood-
carting industries; the former presence of the Castlemaine School of Mines and Technical 
School; and possibly the metal-working and mechanical skills nurtured by the famous 
Thompsons engineering works and other substantial secondary industries in the town.   

The significance of the transport industry in the study area is reinforced and increased by the 
number of dwellings of the owners – blacksmiths, coachbuilders, mechanics, car dealers – 
that were situated adjacent to or near the workshops.  Some of these dwellings remain. 

Although just outside the study area, one of the earliest may have been McCarthy.  While 
the initial above the early blacksmith’s shop was ‘C’, in 1879 an ‘MJ’ McCarthy (perhaps a 
relation) applied for a tiny portion of land sufficient for a cottage and garden adjacent to the 
old creek channel, on the east side of Urquhart Street, a very short distance from this shop. 
Ah Suey, who had a store in the study area on Forest Street, also applied for a similarly tiny 
cottage & garden allotment adjacent to McCarthy.192  

Ratebooks show that in 1869 Joseph Attenborough was working his blacksmith on the west 
side of Barker Street and living opposite in a cottage in Circular Road (then described as 
being part of the ‘Church Hill’ precinct). Another early blacksmith who lived near to his shop 
was Campbell Murdoch, who had one of the blacksmiths on the site of Bentley’s 1955 
garage.  He lived in the study area on Forest Street between Urquhart and Hargraves streets 
(part Allotment 6, Section 85) in one of the tiny cottages shown in early photographs.193 Also, 
as we have seen, in 1890 Blundell was rated for a ‘smithy and cottage’ in Barker Street.  

William Woolnough, a prominent blacksmith and coachbuilder on Forest Street by 1901, 
lived in Bruce Street.194  Descendants still live in this house, at 10 Bruce Street.  

The house shown on the west side of EC George’s garage on the 1935 map above is shown 
as being owned by ‘Mrs May George’, so it is probable that Percy George lived adjacent to 

                                                           
190 ibid, p.4 
191 ibid, p.209 
192 Land Application, PROV Put Away Plan Cas C8, 22/2/1879 (applications of both McCarthy and Ah Suey) 
193 We know that it is tiny judging from its £5 rate valuation, which, other than vacant land, is the smallest 
valuation in Section 85. 
194 Castlemaine Ratebooks, various dates. 
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his garage.  When Clem Rathbone purchased Percy George’s garage for his Rowe Motors, 
he and his wife Nellie also purchased this house.195 

Owners of the Hunt & Lobb property were also known to have lived adjacent at various 
times. William Williams was living beside in the house on the west side of his Castlemaine 
Coach Factory (on Allotment 2, Section 85) from at least 1901 until his death in 1907. Harold 
Hunt owned and was living in a house on the east side of Hunt & Lobb (part Allotment 5, 
Section 85) by 1937; in 1952 Hunt was living in the brick 1950s residence on its west, at 72 
Forest Street (on part Allotment 2, Section 85).196 

Alf Bentley owned a house (No.42 Forest Street, part of Allotment 5, Section 84) adjacent to 
his original Forest Street garage, so it is likely he and his wife Cynthia lived there. As 
previously noted, in 1952 they built the imposing double storey brick residence on Barker 
Street adjacent to the new garage.197   

Virtually opposite, on the corner of Barker Street and Bruce Street, the striking 1950s brick 
residence was built by William Cusack, of Cusack Motors opposite. 

Masonry and Quarrying 

Quarrying slate, granite and sandstone for building construction, the funeral industry, 
household furnishings, pavers and landscaping has been and remains another of 
Castlemaine’s major industries. Monumental buildings such as the gaol and the railway 
bridges, as well as the scatter of rural and miners cottages, demonstrate both the locality’s 
materials and its quarrying and masonry skills. In the study area the flour-mill building and 
the railway bridges, prominent examples of this history within Castlemaine itself, are 
complemented by the Forest Creek retaining wall and culvert pitchers. In the twentieth 
century the study area also accommodated the yards of the district’s most prominent 
monumental masons.  The remnants of these yards are a reminder of the importance of the 
industry locally, and also of the wider history of local stone, in particular granite.   

The sandstone blocks used in constructing the flour mill, quarried from the hillside at the 
back of the Camp, weighed two tons each.198 Cutting, processing, transporting and working 
stone was labour-intensive and skilled work. The industry employed many men in the 
locality; for example Edward Cunningham, who drowned in Forest Street in 1862, had been 
a stone-cutter working on the Bourke monument. The employment of so many stonemasons 
on the railway project, and stonemasons’ prominence in the ‘Eight Hour Day’ movement, 
played a significant and enduring part in local history.  

The bricks that had been used in construction of the Castlemaine Steam Flour Mill had been 
made at George Baker’s and William Matthews’ brickworks on Barkers Creek. Matthews and 
Baker also built the flour mill, but they lost heavily in the venture.199  They took the contract, 
said Baker, ‘under the ten hour system, and after we had started the men struck for eight 
hours’. The contractors consequently borrowed a large sum of money, some of it at 12.5%, 
and eventually had to sell their property to pay it off.200   

                                                           
195 Castlemaine Historical Society, ‘Western Reserve Summary’, 10/3/2014; Castlemaine Ratebooks 1943-1948 
(per CHSI) 
196 ‘Hunt & Lobb Site, 72080 Forest Street, Allotments 2 to Part 5, Section 85’ (Castlemaine Historical Society 
research notes) 
197 Castlemaine Rate-books, various dates; Context, 2013, loc cit. 
198 Bradfield, Flour Mill, 1979, op cit, p.7 
199 Richard Thimbleby, Castlemaine Pioneers, op cit, p.199 
200 George Baker, Castlemaine Pioneers, op cit, p.113 
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Victoria’s stonemasons had led the campaign for the eight-hour day, arguing that it was 
appropriate in Australian heat, and would enable them to improve their ‘social and moral 
condition’. The achievement of the eight-hour day in Victoria on 21st April 1856 was 
recognised internationally as a world first, and became the foundation of the reputation 
Australia would build as a 'workingman's paradise'. Holding on to this achievement, and 
extending it to other industries became the work of the ‘Eight Hours’ movement, which 
asserted the rights of workers and unions in a democratic society.  The Eight Hour Day 
movement has long been celebrated with badges and banners and processions in Australia, 
and has very close links to the States’ annual Labour Day holidays. Hamilton Mackinnon’s 
1896 verses are still cited in relation to the eight-hour movement: 

In this Victoria, our dear land, 
The first that dared be free, 
To show the world what freedom meant 
In new lands 'cross the sea.201 

These lines recall the generation of youthful diggers who had arrived at Forest Creek with 
hopes of a ‘new and happy land … of the free’, and who had agitated for political 
representation and against persecution by goldfields authorities.202  

The eight-hour question also had significant ramifications for the massive Melbourne to 
Mount Alexander Railway contract, which entailed construction of so many stone and part-
stone bridges. Governor Sir Henry Barkly’s inflammatory remarks at the 1859 opening of the 
Sunbury stage of the line incited the workers to the first attempt to form a Labor party in the 
colony.203  

Economic conditions in the colony had deteriorated towards the end of the 1850s, and by 
time construction reached the Castlemaine district the railway had become the focus of the 
battle by stonemasons to protect their working conditions. During 1858-61 strikes were held 
against the principle of sub-contracting, assaults on the eight-hour day, and the lowering of 
wages.  In a period of deflation, the contractors Cornish and Bruce eventually won the 
struggle, partly by importing indentured masons from Germany. Despite establishing a 
partial allegiance with the local masons, the Germans were employed in the construction of 
the granite, sandstone and brick railway bridges in the Castlemaine area.204 Finally, the 
established levels of wages collapsed.205 

It is certain that the original, late 1850s, reservation of the eastern corner of Forest Street 
and Circular Road (the site of Cusacks Garage) as a ‘Trades Hall’ would have been 
connected to the stonemasons disputes at this time.   

The flour mill, together with the brick and stone railway bridges in or visible from the study 
area (over the Pyrenees Highway, Forest Creek, and Forest Street), constitute enduring 
monuments not only to the distinctive building materials of the area and the skills of the 
stonemasons, but to a dramatic period in which the gold generation clutched at the 
possibility of founding a ‘workingman’s paradise’. They are also representative of the 
characteristic stone heritage of the wider Castlemaine area, as seen in buildings ranging 
from the massive Castlemaine Gaol to rural granite cottages; of the masonry skills that were 
imported into the area as part of the railway construction; and of the important quarry 

                                                           
201 ‘Ode to the Eight Hours' Pioneers’, Hamilton Mackinnon, April 21, 1896, on the Arts Victoria, Trades Hall, 
Museum Victoria etc website celebrating the 150th anniversary of the event in 2006: http://www.8hourday.org.au/  
202 Eg, JF Hughes, and James Robertson, Castlemaine Pioneers, op cit, pp.1, 47 & passim; Brown, H. 1862, 
Victoria as I found it during five years of Adventure, Newby, London 
203 Serle, op cit, pp. 245, 288-9 
204 The Argus, 28/11/1859, refers to one granite arch bridge near Harcourt. 
205 Serle, op cit, pp 242-6. 
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industry that emerged in the district. In this they are complemented by the former 
monumental masons yard on Barker Street, opposite the former Flour Mill.   

Building stone for the town, and then the search by Cornish & Bruce for railway construction 
materials, created the initial local demand for quarries.  Sandstone, handy to Castlemaine 
was used for the massive gaol and the imposing flour mill. Local granite used for railway 
bridges, which now contributes a distinctive presence to the district, was the origin of the 
monumental masons yards that established in the heritage precinct. Further south, the 
basalt cut by miners in search of deep leads was used for building and road metal; 
Malmsbury bluestone also became famous in Victoria.206   

 Sandstone 
 

The most prominent example of the use of local sandstone in the study area is the former 
Flour Mill building.   

The Council also took advantage of its local resources and opened its own quarry. In early 
1889 the Shire Surveyor reported that:  

‘Some good building stone is now being obtained from the ground lately purchased by the 
Council. During the past two weeks 20 loads of pitchers have been carted to repair culverts 
and channels.’207  

A few weeks later he further reported that:  

‘Mr Harrington and 19 prisoners engaged in quarrying stone for road metal. During the past 
two weeks 29 loads of building stone have been carted from the quarry to repair culverts and 
channels, and today there are about 200 loads of the same sort ready for use.’208  

It is very likely then that the sandstone used in construction of the second stage of the Forest 
Creek channel retaining walls (post 1893), as well as at least some of the culverts in the 
study area, came from the Council’s own quarry.  

 Slate 
 

At Specimen Gully, close to where the first gold was found in Castlemaine, a slate quarry 
was opened in 1856. ‘Castlemaine Slate’ supplemented and then replaced imported slate for 
flagstones, kerbing, building lintels and school slates. (Imported slate was of superior quality 
for roof tiling and continued to be used.)209   

A lengthy 1889 newspaper report entitled ‘Slate and Marble Workers’ discusses the works of 
Wilson, Corben & Co, which employed 250 people, at its Kavanaugh Street South 
Melbourne processing works, at its Castlemaine and Malmsbury quarries, and in its Sydney 
branch office. Slabs of slate were taken out of ‘the firm’s world-famed quarries at 
Castlemaine’, to be processed into furnishings such as mantelpieces, baths, and lavatories. 
The slate was ‘enamelled in imitation of beautiful marble’, and ‘further beautified by hand-
painted scenes.’210 

                                                           
206 The Horsham Times, ‘Slate and Marble Workers’, 4/1/1889 
207 Castlemaine Borough, Surveyors Report, 16th January 1889 (Castlemaine Historical Society, Forest Creek 
research, op cit) 
208 Castlemaine Borough, Surveyors Report, 13th February 1889 (Castlemaine Historical Society, Forest Creek 
research, op cit) 
209 King, RS, Weston, KS, Dimension Stone in Victoria, Geological Survey Report 112, 1997, pp.96-97 
210 Horsham Times, loc cit 
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Castlemaine Slate has remained in use up to the present, the coloured stone becoming 
popular again in the 1950s and 60s when featured in many home feature walls, fire place 
surrounds and in landscaping. It was also used on many city buildings, as exterior decorative 
edge wall cladding (eg, the former National Insurance Company of New Zealand, 178-182 
Queen Street), or as planters, or internal wall features (eg Dallas Brookes Hall on Albert 
Street East Melbourne). 

Castlemaine Slate, originally well known for paving, remains the best known of all Victorian 
slates. The ‘Specimen Gully Flagstone Quarry’ has been added to the Victorian Heritage 
Register as ‘one of the State’s major nineteenth century stone quarries.’211 

 Granite 
 

Harcourt granite has been widely used through Australia for soldier memorials, headstones 
and buildings of historical note. The cover photograph of King & Weston’s definitive 
Dimension Stone in Victoria is of the Harcourt Granite Pty Ltd quarry at Mount Alexander.  

Granite in the Harcourt area was quarried as early as 1859 to provide ballast for the Bendigo 
Railway. It was soon recognised that this granite had a preferred splitting direction (the 
freeway), which made it more amenable to quarrying for building purposes than other 
granites.212  It was thus used to build numerous road over rail bridges on the Melbourne to 
Echuca Railway in the Castlemaine-Harcourt district, as well as the notable three-span 
granite arch bridge over Barkers Creek near Harcourt (Vicks Viaduct). A small open cut on 
Danns Road Harcourt has ‘Cornish and Bruce’ painted on one of its granite rock faces.213  

The construction of the Castlemaine district railway bridges pioneered the development of 
the high quality and relatively easily-worked Harcourt granite.214 ‘Harcourt Granite’ is one of 
the earliest continually-quarried building stones, found in buildings in every major city in 
Australia. It became prominent when used in Melbourne buildings from the late 1880s, for 
example in the columns of the original Stock Exchange, Parliament House, Olderfleet 
Building, and the South Australian Insurance Building.  

 

Columns of Harcourt Granite on South Australian Insurance Building, 483-485 Collins Street 
Melbourne (1888)215 

In 1891 granite began to be extensively used as a structural base for buildings in Melbourne.  
As architecture changed from the 1920s it continued to be used as a cladding material in the 

                                                           
211 ‘Specimen Gully Flagstone Quarry’, VHR H1411 
212 King, Weston, op cit, p.58 
213 Victorian Heritage Inventory D7723-0637 
214 Victorian Heritage Register, eg, ‘Harcourt Railway Precinct (H1785), and ‘Blackjack Road Railway Bridge’ 
(H1783); King, Weston, op cit, p.33 
215 King & Weston, op cit, p.60 
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lower parts of buildings. Many prominent Melbourne buildings have used Harcourt Granite in 
this way, for example the Flinders Street Station (1901-1911), the Port Authority Building 
(1929-30) in Market Street and the National Australia Bank at 271 Collins Street (1927, 
1983).216  In the 1950s use of granite in building declined but in the 1980s Harcourt Granite 
was again used in cladding parts of Melbourne buildings. Production increased and there 
were four quarries in the Harcourt / Mount Alexander area in 1997. At that time Harcourt was 
supplying all of Victoria’s granite.217 

Harcourt Granite has also been extensively used for monumental purposes and since the 
nineteenth century has been the mainstay of funeral / monumental stonework in Victoria.218 
During declines in the use of granite for building, the steady funeral monumental trade 
sustained the quarrying and processing industry.219   

The west side of Barker Street demonstrates the growth of the Castlemaine monumental 
mason industry during the twentieth century. Ratebooks reveal that sometime between 
1901-1910 ‘Ferries Brothers, Monumental Masons’ became the occupants of an ‘office and 
shed’ (later ‘office and yard’) together with a ‘cottage’, on allotment 1 (on Barker Street 
nearest the Western Reserve skatepark).  At the same time Redfearn’s ‘House and Works’ 
were first rated on the adjacent allotment 2.  Between 1921 and 1932 Redfearn’s yard was 
purchased by another monumental mason, Frederick Cox, who had learned his trade while 
working for William Redfearn. In 1938 Cox sold his yard to George Ferries.220 He retained 
ownership of the ‘house’ which comprised part of the yard.221    

Both the Redfearn and Ferries families were prominent monumental masons, providing 
headstones in all the district cemeteries. For example, between them they provided 85% of 
the 153 headstones at the Muckleford Cemetery. James Redfearn was identified as one of 
the major designers of memorials in the Maldon cemetery, one of Victoria’s important 
heritage cemeteries.222   

James Redfearn established his monumental works at Graves (now Johnstone) Street 
Castlemaine in 1862. He died in 1894 and the business was taken over by his son William, 
and then another two generations of the family. Duncan Ferries had established an early 
monumental mason business close to the granite quarries on Mount Alexander. He died in 
1887 and his sons George and Duncan (the ‘Ferries Brothers’) established at Barker Street. 
After George died at his Forest Street home in 1953 the business was continued by his son 
Don.223  

In 1919 at Baringhup East, west of Maldon, the Ferries’, in partnership with a Mr Meyer, had 
opened a quarry that ‘was suitable for building and monumental purposes, and was used as 
the foundation stone for Canberra’. The quarry also tendered for the construction of 
Parliament House in Canberra. The trade name of the quarry granite was Maldon Grey or 
Peerless Grey.224  It has been said that at one stage Ferries was the largest monument firm 
in Victoria, employing 30-40 men, with some half a dozen trucks on the road at any one 
time.225 

                                                           
216 King, Weston, op cit, pp.32, 41, 58 
217 King & Weston, op cit, pp.32, 42 
218 King, Weston, op cit, p.32 
219 King, Weston, op cit, pp.34, 42 
220 Alleyne Hockley, ‘Muckleford Cemetery’, c.1995, p.12 
221 Castlemaine Ratebooks, 1901 – 1948 (per Castlemaine Historical Society) 
222 Sagazio, Celestina, Cemeteries, Our Heritage, National Trust of Australia (Victoria), 1992, pp.89-90 
223 Hockley, op cit, pp.11-13; George Dunn, Castlemaine Pioneers, op cit. p.229 
224 King, Weston, op cit, pp.48-49. This stone can be seen at 306 Little Collins Street. 
225 Hockley, op cit, p.13 
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The Ferries company was sold to A Giannarelli and Sons of Thomastown Melbourne, who 
owned quarries in Harcourt, and Grandee (NSW). Melbourne’s strong tradition in working 
hard granites was reflected in the funeral / monumental trade, Australia’s major processors 
of traditional solid funeral work now being situated there. By 1997 Giannarelli & Sons were 
the second largest of these processors.226 The former Ferries business has changed hands 
numerous times since.227  

 

Giannarelli Granite and Marble Pty Ltd quarry, Harcourt (1997)228 

The Redfearn, Cox and Ferries Barker Street yards are now closed. Its distinctive derrick 
cranes have been removed and there is now little to evince the memory of this important 
industry, which operated on the subject site for most of the twentieth century. The distinctive 
façade of a former building, seen in photographs during the Redfearn era, is all that remains 
on the subject site of Catlemaine’s important quarrying industry. 

 

‘W Redfearn, Monumental Mason, c.1900’ (Castlemaine Art Gallery & Historical Museum) 

 

The same view today, showing the distinctive pedimented wall, now incorporated into other 
buildings. With another building attached to its front. (Google Maps, 4th May 2014)  

                                                           
226 King, Weston, op cit, pp.26, 32 
227 Hockley, op cit, p.13 
228 King & Weston, op cit, p.60 
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Accommodation and Residential Development 
 
The study area was not part of the Township of Castlemaine that had been subdivided and 
sold in early 1853. Unlike the undisturbed and pleasant township area with its wide streets it 
was far from pristine. Its western end was occupied for 2-3 years by an unsanctioned, but 
nonetheless ‘thriving’ shantytown.229 Its eastern end was governed by an untrained creek 
wandering through ground churned over by diggings, and with scattered tents and a track 
not in the surveyors’ schema.  Forest Street was the dividing line between a military grid and 
the chaotic landscape of the diggings. The study area remained left-over ‘public’ land, its use 
indeterminate. It marked the border of the town; it was on the fringe, socially as well as 
physically. At the same time as imposing public and commercial buildings were being 
erected in the town, over the road men were still sleeping in tents or bark huts with guns 
cocked.   

While the Camp had influence enough to decree that the businesses in the Old Town 
decamp, its town planning brief apparently didn’t extend to the diggings themselves. While 
few buildings remained around Circular Road and the flat west of Barker Street after the 
1854 decree, photos and maps show that east of Barker Street buildings (mostly tents and 
huts) remained scattered around at least until the first land sales in 1864.  

Early rate-books shed some light on the nature of this settlement. Even though most were 
squatting on public land, the new Council (1856) rated every shanty; most premises by far 
were described as ‘tent’.230  Many other places (seemingly a cut above) were described as 
‘canvas residence’. There was also a good smattering of composite dwellings (an early 
stage in the evolution of the goldfields ‘miners cottage’) described as ‘bark residence and 
tent’, or ‘wood and canvas residence’, as well as a few described as ‘stone hut’. By 1861 
there are many fewer ‘tents’, and many ‘cottages’.  

 

‘Diggers Hut, Forest Creek 1854’ ST Gill (Art Gallery of Ballarat). This hut, part tent, part bark or slab 
and with a chimney (probably stone), would have been typical of the dwellings described in early 

Castlemaine rate-books on and around the study area.   

The exact location of these buildings is only roughly known from these early ratebooks.231  
The buildings aren’t on roads, and are not described in terms of crown allotments numbers, 
but rather reference to local landmarks. One locality that can be clearly identified is the ‘Flat 
opposite Church Hill’, which was the OId Town area.  Twelve occupiers were still rated in 
                                                           
229 Preshaw, op cit, p.45; See also McKillop, in Hocking, Early Castlemaine, op cit, p.46  
230 Even a ‘Chinese grave’ didn’t escape the notice of the early rate collectors (although they were good enough 
to declare its assessment as ‘nil’).  They likely included it as a landmark. 
231 Castlemaine Rate Assessment, 1856. (Castlemaine ratebooks have been accessed courtesy of Castlemaine 
Historical Society Inc, VCMHS 1997 41) 
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this area in 1856, including an unusual number of better dwellings. There was one 
‘weatherboard residence’, one ‘stone and canvas cottage’, one ‘canvas residence and tent’, 
two ‘super tent’ (presumably superior tents), and only four of the most common ‘canvas tent’ 
or ‘tent’.  

Another very large area, which would have included the part of the study area east of Barker 
Street, is described as ‘back of Adams forge’ or ‘near Adams forge’.  William Adams, later a 
Castlemaine estate agent and mayor, had opened ‘a smithy and wheelwrights’s shop at 
Clinkers Hill’, employing several hands as well as several teams carting quartz to 
crushers.232  Adams property was on Johnstone Street (the same track that passed across 
the study area from the Forest Creek Bridge) and extended to Adams Street.233 His premises 
are described in the 1856 rate-books as an ‘extensive slab log smithy’, which was obviously 
prominent when viewed from the township. There are scores of canvas tents rated in this 
area, between Adams forge and the township. 

By 1858 the ‘zinc office’ with store and residence of 1856 was now the ‘Castlemaine Steam 
Flour Mill’. There was a separate adjacent listing of a ‘Corrugated Iron Shed (Quartz 
Crushing Machine)’. This sounds like a conventional stamping battery plant erected in 
association with the new owners of the mill that commenced operating in November 1857.234 
‘Opposite Exchange hotel’ were 13 tents many of which would have been on the subject site. 
Another listing is the ‘South side of creek, Butterworths to Sheriffs’, which would have 
crossed the study area, as the Forest Creek Bridge took on the name of the grand 
Butterworth Building (now the Commercial Hotel) on the corner of Forest and Hargraves 
Street, and Sheriffs Bridge still carries Gaulton Street over Campbells Creek.  There were 33 
premises rated in this area, including four multiple tents, several listings of ‘large tent’, a 
framed tent, a ‘stone and loam hut’, a ‘bark hut’, a weatherboard shop, a slab wheelwright, 
and four tent premises that included stables.235  

 

‘Castlemaine from Ten Foot Hill’, Edwin Stocqueler, 1858. (Castlemaine Art Gallery and Historical 
Museum) The painting shows contrasting worlds, the chaotic space of the diggings and the ordered, 
built-up town beyond.  The study area is the boundary of these two zones. A group of tents/buildings 

(at that time south of Forest Creek) can be seen marking the track skewed across the study area.  

                                                           
232 William Adams, Castlemaine Pioneers, op cit, p.210 
233 PROV Put Away Plan Cas C31, 1857 
234 Bradfield, Flour Mill, 1979, op cit, p.15 
235 Some of these may have been on the track over the subject site. It is not known if the bridge carrying Barker 
Street had been erected by this stage, and whether the track over the subject site was still the main road to 
Campbells Creek.  
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‘Castlemaine view, c.1860’, detail showing area between Hargraves and Barker Streets. The photo is 
probably taken in late 1861- early 1862, as the present Market Building (not visible) is half completed.  

The new arch bridge (1860) carrying Barker Street over the new alignment of Forest Creek has 
stranded the group of small buildings that lined the road across the site (the present Western 

Reserve). Some small buildings or tents are situated along Forest Street.  The massive new railway 
workshops and chimney are built around the former flour mill. (Picture Collection, State Library of 

Victoria) 

 

An example of the miners right dwellings that were built on Forest and Bruce Streets from the late 
nineteenth century after Forest Street was built. (PROV Put Away Cas C85 H, 22/7/1924) 
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Hotels   

There were three hotels in the study area, none of which survives.  Until the mid-late 
twentieth century hotels were prime places of hospitality in Victoria, providing refreshments 
and accommodation to travellers.  Although they would also have had a local clientele, 
hotels, especially ‘wayside’ hotels on main roads such as Forest and Barker streets, were 
often also directly related to the historical theme of transport. 

Two of the hotels were on corner sites. The first one, on south-eastern corner of Forest and 
Barker streets, the main junction in Castlemaine, was licensed in 1865. Called the 
Haymarket Hotel, it presumably anticipated business from the farmers and agents on the 
regular market days held across the road.  It was described at the time as a brick building 
with two sitting rooms and two bedrooms. Photographs show that it was a medium size 
single storey hotel, with wide decorated cast-iron verandahs on both the Forest and Barker 
street frontages. Its first licensee was William Stainton and its owner at this time was George 
Shegog, one of the Thompson brothers’ party that had prospered mightily in the early gold-
rush days. At his death in 1907 Shegog was said to have been ‘the owner of considerable 
property in the district, and was very interested in mining ventures’.236  

As the once-brisk sly grog trade suggests, the question of licensing had been an issue on 
the Castlemaine goldfields from the first. In the latter nineteenth century a strong 
temperance movement successfully advocated the institution of ‘local option’ polls whereby 
Victorian ratepayers would decide how many of their local liquor licences should be issued 
or renewed.237 The Licensing Act 1885 provided for the ‘containment and reduction of 
licences’; no new licences above the statutory number for each district could be granted, and 
reduction could be effected by a local option poll. In 1885 the Electoral District of 
Castlemaine had 119 hotels, whereas its statutory number was just 29.238 A local option poll 
was to be held in Castlemaine in 1888, and a ‘large and enthusiastic’ meeting of ‘Anti-Local 
Optionists’ in Castlemaine carried unanimously Cr Shegog’s motion that: ‘In order to defeat 
the aims of the local option party on Saturday it was necessary that all friends of progress 
and the liberty of the subject should vote for the existing number of licences.’239 No hotels in 
the study area were delicensed at that time, so presumably the ratepayers supported Cr 
Shegog the following Saturday.  

The temperance movement held sway however when in 1906 authority on the issue passed 
from local ratepayers to a central ‘Licences Reduction Board’; by 1916 it had closed more 
than one thousand hotels in Victoria. The Haymarket was one that failed to justify its 
existence in the purge. While historical records tell that its last licensee was Charles 
Simpson, local historian Bradfield (perhaps based on local lore) suggests that its last 
licensee was Chinese.240  It closed on the 31st December 1916,241 but was not demolished 
until c.1950 when it made way for Alf Bentley’s new garage.   

The Crown Hotel was at the other corner of Section 84, at Forest and Hargraves streets.  It 
was erected in 1868, it was described as ‘at Butterworth’s Bridge’.242  This junction had been 
very important, and the Butterworth’s building (later the Commercial Hotel) was also a local 
landmark. In 1868 Hargraves (or Wheeler) Street still provided access to the Forty Foot Hill 
etc area; later this developed as a residential area. 
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The licensee and owner of the premises at the time of its opening was again George 
Shegog.  He was the licensee for only a short period, and seems also to have disposed of 
the freehold, only to reacquire it in 1884. Perhaps this was for his son George junior, who 
was the licensee at least in the years 1888-1891, and again in 1899.243  

Early goldfield hotels had attached bowling parlours, music halls, or (occasionally) even a 
‘pleasure’ garden.  An advertisement of 1877, clearly aimed at the local rather than travelling 
market, advises that the Crown Hotel had a ‘Bowling and Skittle Alley’.244 Mrs Fanny 
Johnston assumed the licence of the Crown in 1904 when it had 14 rooms. The Licences 
Reduction Board recorded that it was ‘a very old brick building’, and it closed on the evening 
of 31st December 1913.245  At that time it was owned by the Fitzgerald Brewing Company. 

 
Crown Hotel, Castlemaine. Licensee Mrs Fanny Johnston 1904-1913 

(Castlemaine Historical Society, ‘Crown Hotel’ research notes) 

The third hotel was ‘a small place, the Yandoit’ almost opposite the Haymarket Hotel. 
Bradfield doesn’t elaborate on his statement that it ‘had a not too pleasant record’.246  The 
records of the Castlemaine Historical Society inform that it was first opened in 1875, the 
licensee being John Williams.  In 1891 the Licensing Commission cautioned licensee James 
Baxter ‘to be careful in the conduct of his house’. Licensee WN Andrews is recorded as 
having ‘abandoned’ the licence in 1900, and it was during his management (maybe due to 
the image of the hotel) that its name was changed to the ‘Central Club Hotel’. In 1904 
Honora Costello purchased the freehold of the ten-room hotel and cottage from Mrs TA 
Jones not long before the Licences Reduction Board ominously described it as a ‘very old 
weatherboard’ building. Its licence was terminated in 1908.247  Around this time the obituary 
of Honora Costello noted that she had once been the licensee of the hotel, so perhaps its 
reputation had been salvaged after 1900. Writing in 1972, Bradfield tells that the ‘old timber 
building was razed recently’.248 
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The Chinese Camp.   

Forest Creek was the first Victorian goldfield to which, in 1854, Chinese miners came in 
large numbers. At their peak there were more than 10,000 Chinese in Castlemaine, about 
one third of the diggers. 

Chinese had lived across the diggings, in large or small groups, and appear in various 
incidents on Ten Foot and Clinkers Hill recalled by the Castlemaine Pioneers (eg a victim of 
a gruesome murder, and a fatal fight with a European party).249  

Small cottages and a large building, by some account in Union Street, but by others 
‘opposite the gas works’ (perhaps both) comprised what was commonly known as the 
original Castlemaine Chinese Camp (or Quarter). Union Street was unusual in Castlemaine 
as being a re-subdivided narrow street, while the site opposite the gas works was a Crown 
Land Reserve (for the National School). 

James Ah Coy, Castlemaine’s government appointed interpreter, appears to have been the 
owner of this settlement. In his 1879 obituary (when the Western Reserve Camp was still in 
operation) he was remembered as having been ‘the proprietor of the building known as the 
Old Chinese Camp in Forest Street’.250 Early (mid 1850s) ratebooks identify a Chinese 
‘camp’ on the north side of Forest Street/Duke Street between Urquhart Street and Forest 
Creek; this may have been the early camp opposite the gasworks referred to by a number of 
writers.251 In 1859 the Chinese marched from the ‘Chinese quarter, Urquhart Street’ to the 
Camp (to protest their inability to pay the Residency Tax).252  

An 1862 report in the Mount Alexander Mail referring to the old camp reveals something of 
the origins of the new one:  

‘It might be interesting to many, and especially to storekeepers, to know that the advent of the 
Chinese New Year will probably depopulate this district as regards to the Chinese, who are 
preparing for a departure to New Zealand. … At the Chinese camp in Castlemaine many of 
the stores are now vacant, and the owner proposes in the event of the anticipated emigration 
being realised to take down at least a portion of the buildings, and erect stores of a different 
character on the line of street.’253 

An April 1864 report on ‘The Chinese Quarter’ must also have been describing the ‘old’ 
camp. The reporter’s walk commenced at the Exchange Hotel, on the ‘left hand side’, so 
would appear to be in the primary school / Duke Street area opposite the former gas works.  
He described Chinese cook shops, tea shops, numerous opium shops, a general store, a 
Chinese doctor, a ‘place for the reception of travellers’ (a ‘cook shop’), a gambling house, 
and a lottery office.   It was a sympathetic report, but acknowledged that the quarter was 
‘dilapidated’ and thought by many ‘repulsive’ on account of the ‘miasma’ associated with 
poor drainage.254  

In March 1865 the Chinese community announced that they would observe a holiday to 
remove the Chung Ge Haung Joss house ‘from Monument Hill to the new Chinese Camp on 
Forest Street.’255  A procession set off ‘waving dragon-wing shaped banners’, to the sound of 
‘Chinese concordant music’, and crackers ‘let off in tens of thousands’. ‘The Chinese circus, 
specially retained for the occasion, performed during the whole day and was densely 
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thronged’.  The noise and excitement, interspersed with prayers and offerings, was 
concluded with ‘a great devouring of edibles’.256 

 
Detail from ‘Castlemaine Views, c.1860’, JH Jones photographer, showing the row of buildings on the 

north side of Forest Street east of Urquhart Street in which the ‘Chinese Quarter’ was apparently 
located. (Picture Collection, State Library of Victoria) 

 
In 1870-75, after the new Chinese Camp has been built, the site on the corner of Urquhart Street is 
now cleared for the National School. (State Library of NSW, Holtermann Collection, part of image 

‘Castlemaine, Victoria, looking west along Forest Street’) 

 

Apart from the one in the Chinese camp (Section 84) numerous Joss houses were 
subsequently located near the site, for example on Clinkers Hill, and one near Tute’s 
Cottage that remained until the early twentieth century. 

In March 1865 the local paper reported on the all-important issue of the ‘sanitary condition’ 
of the new camp.  As material from the ‘old camp’ had been used in the construction of the 
‘new’ one, the reporter suggested that a coat of whitewash would be fitting. He elaborated: 

‘Contrasted to the old camp, which formerly stood opposite to the gas-works, the present one 
is altogether an improvement. The rights of way have been laid with open channels, for the 
purpose of keeping the camp drained … To assist the drainage each kitchen is supplied with 
a sink and pipe for conveying refuse water to the drains.’  

However the Council was yet to form the footpath and street channel on Forest Street, as a 
consequence of which undrained water was becoming obnoxious.  The reporter also noted 
that provision needed to be made ‘for conveying objectionable matter from the camp 
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boundary to the creek’. Another hygiene problem was foreseen regarding the Chinese 
butcher ‘killing his swine on the government land outside the camp site.’257  

 

The Chinese Camp (c.1870-1875) is part of the large building behind the Crown Hotel, and what 
appears to be at least one laneway of small gabled buildings behind. However Chinese also occupied 

shops west of this Camp almost to the Haymarket Hotel. (State Library of NSW, Holtermann 
Collection, part of image ‘Castlemaine, Victoria, looking west along Forest Street’) 

The Forest Street Chinese Camp consisted of some large brick buildings near Forest Street, 
and at least one laneway that had rows of identical size gable buildings that must have been 
stores.  These included restaurants, stores selling Chinese food and goods, a doctor’s 
consultancy, gambling shops, and (not then illegal) opium shops.  

The camp was on the site of the present Western Reserve, on Allotments 9 and 10, possibly 
also on Allotment 11. The 1864-65 Castlemaine ratebooks list the names of all of the 41 
Chinese shopkeepers in the new camp.  The camp was on Crown Land, and its so-called 
‘owner’, James Ah Coy (who undoubtedly had also been the ‘owner’ of the ‘old camp’) would 
have built the shops and buildings on the Crown Land.   

The Chinese ‘camp’ also extended west, near to Barker Street, as in 1865 Lock Kee publicly 
announced that he was selling his ‘goods and store and fixtures’ on Mr Kelsall’s property 
(allotments 6-8) to Lee Yeng.258 By 1879 allotments 6-8 were owned either by James Ah Coy 
(then his widow Caroline) or the highly respected Charles Lee Suey, and included Lee 
Suey’s shop. (These shops were later occupied by storekeeper Gee Lung and carpenter Lee 
Pack, as well as let out for smithies etc.) In this period the nearby Haymarket Hotel also had 
a Chinese connection in Ah Loy, whose daily Maldon coach in 1867 departed from the 
hotel.259 (The existence of Chinese coach-lines in Victoria indicates a highly developed 
Chinese business community, and is also suggestive of the ‘frequent rudeness with which 
they were treated by passengers on Cobbs’, said Serle.260) 

The Forest Street Chinese Camp was primarily commercial rather than residential in nature. 
It was tiny compared to the thousands of miners who inhabited the Chinese Camps at 
nearby Guildford, Vaughan and Campbells Creek.  

This community was typically quiet, although a group did create a local sensation in charging 
Ah Coy, the Castlemaine Chinese interpreter who had built the Camp, with corruption, for 
which he served an extended prison sentence. He always protested his innocence, and 
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there has recently been some sympathy with this view, as Chinese history in Victoria, 
including factionalism within the community, becomes better understood.261   

Contemporaries’ abiding fascination with Chinese customs and beliefs surfaces in 
occasional articles in the Mount Alexander Mail by clergy or others with experience of China.  
Many were thrilled at their colourful circuses and theatres, although their regular noisy 
festive celebrations and processions with firecrackers, gongs and drums annoyed some.    

Most newspaper entries referring to the Camp were everyday advertisements about a 
missing person, a lost pig or petty crime. Occasional reports on ‘ingenious’ Chinese lanterns, 
or paper kites (like wriggling centipedes), suggests a peaceable and integrated community. 

But locals still kept a close eye on the condition of the camp, an 1868 correspondent 
reporting that while it was ‘swept pretty clean’, the pumps to flush the drains were underused 
creating a ‘stink’.  And inside ‘in one or two of the large buildings there is a huddling together 
of rank Chinamen in dark ill-ventilated rooms, where a stench is engendered …’262   

Such reports heralded much darker attitudes. Local children teased the Chinese, and there 
were many reports on the thuggish behaviour of ‘rowdies’ who pelted them with stones, and 
worse.263 Most newspapers took to calling Chinese ‘John’, and ‘Chinkies’ was a designation 
used by many in the area. There were a number of reports of fires, and attempted arson, at 
the Chinese camp.264 

Despite the initial great curiosity, the language barrier and radically different beliefs, 
customs, social system and manner of working gold gradually created animosity. Their 
perceived unsanitary living habits was reinforced by wide reporting of very occasional 
occurrences of leprosy within Chinese communities (including at Castlemaine in 1857265), 
and their fondness for gambling and opium generated fear. (As the British had introduced 
opium into China it was not illegal at that time.) In 1868 Ah Coy reported that the number of 
opium smokers in the Castlemaine district was difficult to estimate as ‘it was just like drinking 
among Europeans’.266  Chinese leaders reported that opium and gambling were the reasons 
for lethargy and theft (often of hens) by some within their goldfields communities, and for 
decades sought in vain for the government to regulate them.  

As was usual, the opium dens of the Forest Street camp were charged in lurid terms with 
degrading young women, and its gambling lotteries accused of corrupting young men.267 The 
attraction of innocent, young or ‘fallen’ women to their opium shops was a depravity 
threatening the ‘British race’. Some ‘shuddered’ at stories that circulated. Court reports 
reveal isolated incidences of prostitution associated with the Forest Street Camp, although 
most of the few instances brought to light of ‘abandoned women’ appear simply to have 
been co-habitation by European women with Chinese men.268 One episode, involving young 
women at the Castlemaine camp, was reported in far away Newcastle.269 

Probably the most morally indignant diatribe against the ‘infamy’ of Victoria’s Chinese 
quarters was published in 1878. The author commences his statewide survey at ‘a hovel’ in 
the ‘awful red, blood-red brick alley or lane off Forest Street’ in Castlemaine (the Chinese 
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camp). Here he found two young women and an apparently opium affected teenage boy.270 
A very different report of the Castlemaine Chinese camp was included in a contemporary 
travelogue. The ‘Castlemaine Chinese are very respectable’ said this author. ‘They have a 
block of the town entirely to themselves, with stone buildings, shops with plate glass 
windows, and a general well-to-do appearance.’ At the Clinkers Hill Joss house he came 
across one of the Chinese actors whom he had previously met at a Little Bourke Street 
performance. The actor told him ‘how much the theatrical company had been hurt at the 
interruption of the performance by bricks and other missiles’ hurled by European youths at 
that event.271 A Ballarat newspaper also reported that ‘John seems to be fairly at home’ in 
Castlemaine, visible everywhere, and apparently with more equality than their compatriots in 
Ballarat.272 

 
 

‘Chinese Leaving for the Diggings, Cobb & Co Coach, Newstead’, c.1888  
(Picture Collection, State Library of Victoria) 

 
Yet the Chinese were grievously maligned and marginalised. Although apparently loathed by 
miners, despite some notorious outbreaks of anti-Chinese riots the European goldfields 
populations generally looked to Government to rescue them from their anxieties. The post-
Eureka Goldfields Commissioners report recommended a Poll Tax, which the government 
set at £10 per head to land Chinese in Victoria, necessitating them to undertake the arduous 
walk overland from Robe in South Australia. They were also burdened with the iniquitous £4 
Residence Licence and a £1 Protection Tax; these were in addition to the regular fees for a 
Miners Right, or a Business Licence.  They were accused of being unsanitary while living in 
isolated, cramped and improperly drained camps such as that on the Western Reserve.  

In 1857 the Castlemaine Court submitted several petitions to Parliament (including one 
signed by the liberal JM Bull) entitled the ‘Influx of the Chinese’, which referred to:- their bad 
moral influence; juvenile prostitution; their sheer numbers which deprived Europeans of a 
livelihood and threatened to overrun the colony; their deceit; the wider health risks of their 
living conditions; and the insufficiency of regulations to control their entry into the country.273   

The usually mild Chinese massed at Castlemaine to protest the Residence Licence. Their 
appeal against the injustice of the tax was supported by the Mount Alexander Mail, and an 
extraordinary petition to the Governor by Castlemaine businesses, citing the plight of 
impoverished Chinese miners.274 Although this petition was only lodged after nearly 3000 
Chinese met at Castlemaine and adopted a ‘non-intercourse’ policy of suspending all 
business with Europeans,275 it no doubt influenced local opinion.  While local prison cells 
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were filled with Chinese non-payers at times, in a turnaround there is also evidence of 
considerable, and sometimes inventive, sympathy to their plight in the local court.  

Given their marginal status it is understandable that the Castlemaine Chinese turned out in 
full splendour and weight of numbers to outdo the Europeans in expressing their deference 
and loyalty to Prince Albert on his 1867 tour of the diggings. Banners, gongs, flutes, and 
stringed instruments accompanied the solemn dignitaries, clothed in lavish costumes plied 
with scarlet and gold, who lead the Chinese procession. The Melbourne reporters were 
dazzled – far better than the Bendigo procession they pronounced.  The Chinese notables 
presented an address of loyalty to the Prince that was described as ‘flowery’ but its rich 
imagery was reported in full. During this time of festivity the Chinese quarter ‘was a fine 
sight, being hung from end to end with rows on rows of Chinese lanterns.’ For hours in the 
evening the townspeople jostled for vantage points for the views of the celebratory Chinese 
fireworks – seemingly ‘no end’ of firecrackers, rockets, and Roman candles, ‘fired off in a 
most reckless way’.276   

 

The Chinese procession takes pride of place in this image of the Castlemaine reception of the Duke 
of Edinburgh (Illustrated Australian News, 2nd April 1868) 

The mid 1860s had been an unfavourable time to establish the camp. As the alluvial gold 
declined, the local Chinese left for New Zealand or other Victorian or Australian rushes.  In 
1863 the local paper reported on the rapid decline of ‘the great Chinese camp at Campbells 
Creek’; ‘the number of Chinese miners within the vicinity of Castlemaine is smaller than it 
has been for years’ it added.277 

The decline of the camp was also the result of its location. In 1871 it was reported that:  
‘The Chinese … at the camp in Forest Street, remembering the heavy floods of last year, 
have many of them resolved to take to higher ground, and have removed or in course of 
removal, to the vacant places in Forest Street East.’278 

Many of the districts Chinese appear to have been situated on the margins, invariably low 
areas that suffered particularly in floods. The first report of a death in the 1870 flood was of a 
man at the Barkers Creek Chinese Camp. In Vaughan some 5 Chinese were drowned and 
initial reports from Chinese camp at Campbells Creek intimated big losses. Similarly the 
Castlemaine Chinese camp was flooded in 1870. Again in 1889 there were deaths of 
Chinese, and the Castlemaine camp was again flooded.279 The short-lived experiment with 
‘Protectorates’ was confusing in Castlemaine apparently even to those in charge,280 and 
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none of the Castlemaine ‘camps’ had been planned and provided by the Government (as 
was, for example, that at Campbells Creek). But in general the Protectorate system was 
predicated on and did increase isolation of the Chinese from European society.281 Ultimately 
the Castlemaine Chinese were not forced to live where they did, but their clannishness was 
excusable, and there were significant economic, cultural and some would say legal 
impediments preventing their accessing property.282 And so they were destined to the 
physical as well as social margins.  

By the late 1870s nearly all of the shopkeepers had left the Forest Street Camp.283  In 1880 
Caroline Ah Coy (the widow of James) appealed against the rent being charged on the 
Chinese camp, as many buildings were now empty.284  In around 1890 an order was given to 
remove the Chinese buildings.285 Some buildings, and Chinese tenants, were obviously still 
there in 1899 as it was then reported that: 

‘Ten of the buildings in the Chinese Camp, Forest Street, were sold yesterday by Mr W 
Adams at a far less sum than was obtained 25 years ago when the same auctioneers sold 
one half share in the Camp for £900.’286 

The Chinese presence in the heritage precinct remained after the Forest Street Camp 
wound up.  The Ah Coy family remained a prominent owner of freehold Forest Street 
properties west of the Western Reserve. Storekeeper Gee Lung remained in 1890, and in 
1901 Chinese carpenter Lee Pack occupied several of the stores. Charles Lee Suey 
operated a store on this part of Forest Street.  

Also by this time ‘gardener’ Sing Kee was renting three allotments between Wheeler and 
Urquhart streets for a ‘shop and garden’.287 The market garden that he (and probably other 
Chinese men) established can just be seen along Forest Street in a 1936 aerial 
photograph.288 Some local residents remember the Chinese hawking vegetables around the 
streets in the 1930s.  The market garden does not appear in the 1940s ratebooks. 

Although some Chinese men married and had families (most with European women) there is 
today remarkably little physical evidence of the once great Chinese presence in 
Castlemaine. The dozen or so known Joss Houses have all gone, and apart from Ah Coy’s 
dwelling, and cemetery relics, there is very little physical evidence now of the exceptional 
Chinese character of the Castlemaine goldfield.  

The Chinese were settled on the outskirts, the margins, of goldfields society, on creek 
reserves, or within Castlemaine, temporarily sited on crown reserves (the National School, 
and the Western Reserve) in which evidence of their occupation has been swept away. The 
Western Reserve on which the Camp was located is an important historical site in 
Castlemaine. Its unbuilt-on status would facilitate interpretation, and it has archaeological 
potential.  
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4.2 Site Description   
 

Landscape: Structure and Form and Geology 
 
The underlying natural landscape character and environmental values of a place of the 
Forest Creek Study Area are fundamental to its sense of place and cultural identity. The 
activities and social relations associated with water management of Forest Creek are 
intrinsic to the sense of place and character of the area.  
 
The Castlemaine-Chewton Goldfields landscape comprises a series of low hills extending 
generally south-west from the granite rock mass of Mount Alexander. The mountain reaching 
a peak of 740 m forms an important natural landmark for the surrounding area. The lower 
slopes mark the edge of the Devonian granite intrusions known as the Harcourt 
Grandodiorite.  
 
The area consists of a series of moderate to rocky hills with elevations averaging 300-400m 
and creek flats and numerous eroded gullies. Major streams of the area flow in a generally 
southerly direction to drain into the Loddon River. The streams include Forest Creek which 
rises near Mount Alexander and flows west then south through Chewton and Castlemaine. 
Barkers Creek rises near Mount Alexander and Mount Prospect north of Harcourt and flows 
south to its junction with Forest Creek at Castlemaine. Campbells Creek flows south from 
this junction with Forest Creek and Barkers Creek along a broad valley to drain into the 
Loddon River.289  
 
Lower Ordovician shales, slates and sandstones are the oldest rock in the area. They 
originated as river sediments laid down flat on the ocean floor during the Ordovician period 
(500 million years ago) and were subject to folding and faulting resulting in a series of 
anticlines and synclines lying along a north south axis. At 370 million years ago hot granitic 
magma intruded the folded rocks, solidifying at great depths and subsequently exposed by 
erosion. Reefs of quartz rocks developed prior to the intrusion of granite and penetrated into 
the surrounding sediment.  
 
It was in these reefs that gold accumulated. Gold- bearing hill-top gravels near Castlemaine 
represents remnants of earlier stream deposits during a period of rapid erosion in the mid 
Tertiary era. These hills include (Clinkers Hill, Forty Foot Hill, Ten Foot Hill), Red Hill, Forty 
Foot Hill, Old Post Office Hill, Adelaide Hill adjacent to Forest Creek and Barkers Creek.  
 

 
 
The map shows various parcels of Crown Land that comprise Forest Creek to the east of Barker 
Street; Forest Creek Sludge Channel between Barker Street and Burke Street; the former alignment 
bed of Forest Creek,  now open space including Western Reserve and former Eastern Reserve 
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(Castlemaine Tennis Club) ; and miscellaneous parcels of land that comprise Forest Creek levee 
banks and embankments, the location of extensive former aluvial gold mining operations, sluicing 
dredging and river mining.   
 
Further accumulation of rich alluvial gold deposits occurred along the eroding gullies. The 
resulting terrain consist of Lower Ordovician schists, slates, sandstones, shales and 
mudstones in thin folded beds, dissected by numerous quartz reefs within an auriferous belt 
that embraces Castlemaine Chewton to Fryerstown. Much of the surface soils and rich 
alluvial soils along creek banks have been removed by alluvial gold mining, sluicing, 
dredging and now in general the landscape has poor soils.290 
 
Successive local initiatives enacted over the past 150 years to reclaim and restore the 
Forest Creek environs contribute to the sites ‘meaning’ and in turn, continually transforms 
local perceptions and use of the site. In contemporary society the meaning of the area is 
shifting.  A focus of civic engagement in conservation programmes is contributing to the 
formation of new spatial structures. The importance of central public open space that 
encourages shared accessibility to a network of communal social spaces is acquiring 
important democratic values. 
 

  
 
The availability of water was fundamental to the success of alluvial gold extraction. Water 
technology was essential for 19th century mining. Despite the fact that Forest Creek has no 
water flow for most of the year and the flow alternates between drought and flooding, the 
creek was the principal water source for all mining operations. It initially provided power to 
steam machines, which substantially changed alluvial operations. Water powered the 
batteries and stamps for crushing quartz into sands.  
 
Water technology and engineering resulted in the construction of a network of water 
reserves, Coliban water system, channels, water races, flumes, pumps, waterwheels and 
dams. Most early water races demonstrate an intimate knowledge of topography and 
highly skilled bush engineering. This was matched by improved technology in mining, 
including the introduction of mining techniques such as the cradle (mercury-laced rockers), 
puddling, sluicing of various types and river mining. By the end of the 19th century Forest 
Creek landscape from Chewton to Castlemaine and Campbells Creek was a wasteland. 
Most of the sludge, sediment and mining waste disposal passed through Castlemaine via 
Forest Creek and Campbells Creek.  
 
The site description below attempts to outline the various remnants of these historic mining 
practices, the manipulation of surface water systems and groundwater systems and 
construction of water races, sludge dams, channels and flues.These all required engineering 
skill in managing substantial volumes of water and soil erosion. 

                                                           
290

 Ibid  
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1930s photograph showing the line of Forest Creek Sludge Channel and Western Reserve including 
the former grass tennis courts along Forest Street prior to their relocation to Eastern Reserve. The 
row of mature Elm trees is noticeable along Forest Creek 
 
Landscape and the Preservation Movement 
 
The Forest Creek sludge channel environs can be described and interpreted in many ways. 
One approach is to analyse the local community’s drive for preservation, flood mitigation and 
mining waste management as an expression of modernism. Here the definition of 
modernism is taken from the English social geographer, David Harvey, in his book, The 
Conditions of Post Modernity (1990)291 where he writes that ‘universal modernism has been 
identified with the belief in linear progress, absolute truths, rational planning of ideal social 
orders.”   The commitment to social and physical order, hygiene and the art of ‘right living’ is 
illustrated by the design and beautification of Forest Creek through Castlemaine.  
 
The wide well made sandstone and granite channelized wall that lined both sides of Forest 
Creek is a key visual feature within the study area. The Creek flows east to west and 
traverses through wide open space on both north and south sides. To the north, a tow path 
or raised walk way formed by levee banks was once lined with Elm trees, allowing 
pedestrians long vistas of the creek. The wide grassy verge on the south side of the Creek, 
along Greenhill Avenue is lined with trees.  
 
Together the tree lined Creek creates a green corridor with panoramic views towards the 
historic centre of Castlemaine.  Generally the surrounding residential development is 19th 
century in character, contemporary with the construction of the sandstone channel; and 
sparsely interspersed with discrete late 20th century development. 
 

   
20 Forest Street    22 Forest Street 
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 Harvey, David (1990) The Conditions of Post Modernity 
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24 Forest Street     26 Forest Street 
 

  
10 Bruce Street    3 Bruce Street 

  
5 Bruce Street     109 Barker Street 
 
Concern for a landscape aesthetic and a moral order pervades the history of the area. Once 
overshadowed by the Rechabite Hall, nearby churches and civic centre, the marginal 
degraded shabby canvas town and communal mining wasteland was outside ‘the grid’ of the 
official surveyed town of Castlemaine. Attempts to relocate the old canvas town and include 
the abandoned Miner’s Rights and former Creek bed into ‘the grid’ have failed.  
 
Tensions were created between proposals for reserving the public land for planting, 
ornamental gardens, recreation reserves and playgrounds and the commercial reality of the 
day, with Chinese shops and market gardens and industrial development. Continuing 
community projects for nature conservation have shaped and reconstructed this area into an 
unusual landscape of visual and social order.  
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Forest Street 86     Forest Street 88 
 

  
90 Forest Street    92 Forest Street 

  
9 Urquhart Street    94 Forest Street 

 
Row of mid 20th century residences built upon the former Chinese market garden area. 
 
Landscapes and Reconstruction 
 
The gold rush and post-mining era were marked by the transformation of the Forest Creek 
landscape. This section of Forest Creek had become by the 1870s and 1880s a wasteland 
of mining potholes, foul water pools, waste dumps, mullock heaps, dead carcasses, sludge, 
weeds and crumbling structures and eroded stream banks. The area was regarded as 
demoralizing. Reclaiming the land mobilized citizens and galvanized progressive attitudes 
towards realignment and channelized Forest Creek. Council assessment, eviction and 
demolition of unsavoury elements and abandoned buildings are highlighted by increasing 
public control and the exercise of citizen rights in this area. This, together with extensive 
dumping of soil into the former creek bed, fencing off and impounding stray animals, 
construction of first the steam powered mill, and subsequently the Gas Works, construction 
of petrol stations, modern homes and sports grounds transformed this section of the Forest 
Creek into a ‘modern’ landscape. 
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Former Flour Mill 105 Barker Street 

  
Former Upholestry and Former Masonry & Monumental Masons 112-116 Barker Street 
 
Landscape and Citizenship  
 
The Forest Creek channel area extends views from the urban centre and provides depth, 
distance and glimpses of natural landscapes, creating a sense of space. It contributes to the 
general sense of public accessibility. Forest Creek environs forms an open space green 
wedge, wetland and linkage area that provides a wildlife corridor through the centre of the 
town. The openness and re-vegetation of the space seems to function as an urban ‘sink’ for 
noise, wind and environmental pollutants. The width of Forest Creek creates open sightlines, 
which foster a sense of unobtrusive surveillance. The sense of being apart from the activities 
of the commercial centre resulting from the low scale of development scale allows for retreat 
and individual activity.  
 
Increasing responsibilities of Council towards health, hygiene and cleanliness resulted in the 
demolition of many disused Chinese buildings, abandoned structures and temples. Works 
included the reclamation and conversion of former Chinese market garden areas and 
businesses for open air sports, cricket oval, lawn tennis, children’s playgrounds, cricket 
training pitches and squash courts. Encouragement of leisure activities, physical health and 
open air movement is also evidenced by early examples of park benches and tables, toilets 
and grandstands (now demolished), design of pathways and bicycle tracks, the 
establishment of the Great Dividing Range Walking Trail, a nationally designated public 
walking network, and the Leangarnook Track within the study area.  
 
The generally well maintained attributes of Western and Eastern Reserves encourage a 
sense of inclusiveness, participation and interaction in community activities as part of 
everyday life. 
 
Forest Street, Hargraves Street (Wheeler Street) Urquhart Street and Barkers Street are 
important wide transport corridors through Castlemaine. They define and traverse the Study 
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Area. These historic streetscape are particularly wide and undulating, with long vistas. 
Historically they have been the subject of many photographic viewscapes of Castlemaine.  
They form the public face of Castlemaine and represent an extended public open space 
resource, a contrast to the pedestrian routes along Forest Creek channel. These streets 
provide a contrasting type of public open space to the Forest Creek that constitutes the 
southern boundary to the Study Area.    
 

   
Plaque erected in 1994 commemorating the last time the channel was cleaned. 
Contributory Elements 

 
Address  History  Current Use  
118-122 Barker Streets and 
122 Forest St 

Former 1865 Haymarket Hotel 
Chinese quarters- Ah Coy, 
former Rowe Motors. 

Castlemaine Bus Line (1952) 
and residence 

101-109, 115 and 141  Barker 
Street 

Former steam flour mill, 1857, 
Cornish & Bruce railway 
works 1859, Fitzgerald’s 
brewery, smithies, Trade Hall, 
Rechabite Hall. 

Steam flour mill, 1880s timber 
residence, former Cussack 
Garage (1938) and residence 

46-54 Forest Street Chinese camp, Charles Lee 
Suey, residence & business, 
timber dealers, smithies, 
coach works, Rowe Motors.  

Former Auto repairs yard, by 
late 20th century called ‘Forest 
Street Trader’ furniture dealer 

74-80 Forest Street Former Williams’ coach 
factory and residences, former 
Hunt & Lobb garage, car 
dealerships. 

Current proposal for 
redevelopment into a Medical 
Centre 

3, 5 &10 Bruce Street, 
No 109 Barker Street 
and No 20, 22, 24 26 
Forest Street.  
 

Agitation Hill, former canvas 
town, smithies, Cornish & 
Bruce works, Miner’s Right 
Residences, residences of 
local smithies, local surgeon 
and pharmacist, Chinese gold 
mining. 

1880-1920 residences 
 

Western Reserve, 112-
116 Barker Street 

Former Creek bed, original 
road with early huts, Chinese 
camp, gold diggings, smithy, 
hotel, wheelwright, stone 
masons. 

Castlemaine Bus Line, public 
open space 

84-90, 92 and 94 Forest 
Street  

Former Chinese market 
gardens and shops. 

Inter-War residences 
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Western Reserve (2014) 
 
Transport is a major theme of the study area’s history. The study area was the site of two 
transport projects of regional and state significance: the foundry and workshop of Cornish & 
Bruce, major contractors of the Melbourne to Mount Alexander and Echuca Railway 
(Victoria’s ‘Main Line’); and the coach-building and maintenance workshop of Cobb & Co. 
Both industries were located in the recycled former Flour Mill, also of state significance. 

The combination of local skills generated by these businesses and the site itself along Forest 
Street, Castlemaine’s first main road with the intersection with Barker Street resulted in the 
area becoming a centre of blacksmiths, farriers, wheelwrights, and also coach-builders.  In 
the twentieth century some of these premises converted to furniture dealers and upholsters, 
service stations, garages and car dealers. Most of Castlemaine’s motor garages have been 
situated either on Forest Street or on Barker Streets.292 

  
52 Forest Street and 54 Forest Street, former store of Charles Lee Suey. 
A select view of some examples of industrial buildings within the study area. 

  
122 Barker Street Castlemaine Bus Line and Residence  

                                                           
292 White, Keith and Joy book Thru the Windscreen, Castlemaine, 2006, passim 
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144 Barker Street Former Cussack’s Garage and Residence  

 
Summary of All Properties 
 

 
VHR 395 and HO573 
State Level of Significance  

101 and 105-107 Barker Street  
A three storey Georgian-style brick and stone structure, was 
built in 1856-57 for a local investment company. Thomas 
Shephard was the architect. The Melbourne Sandhurst 
railway line contractors Cornish and Bruce acquired the mill 
in 1859 as a railway foundry. The mill building later was used 
as a Cobb & Co. Depot and coach-building works until 1862 
then taken over by Robertson & Wagner coach services. 
Also the site of Fitzgerald Castlemaine Distilling Company. 
The railway foundry building at the rear of the three storey 
mill has since been demolished.  

 

 

 

 
Non-contributory structures 
due to the poor structural 
condition of the buildings. 

112/4-116 Barker Street  
Joseph Attenborough, ‘wheelwright’, rented a workshop in 
Barker Street (Allotment 2, Section 84).  He was still in his 
Barker Street ‘shops’ in 1879 but by 1890, Thomas Blundell 
‘blacksmith’ owned Allotment 2.  By 1901 Blundell evidently 
lived on the premises, which were then described as ‘smithy 
and cottage’.  Blundell had a coach building business in 
Castlemaine. By 1911 Blundell had been taken over by 
Redfearn’s monumental masons (they had a nearby yard 
established in 1862). By 1930s the land was used by F. Cox 
monumental stone masons, later acquired by Ferries Bros 
Monumental Works and Building Masons, who also owned 
Allotment 1.  Originally arriving from Aberdeen, Scotland in 
the 1875, Dunstan George Ferries set up business in 
Harcourt on his death his sons transferred the business to 
Allotment 1, Barker Street, Castlemaine, in 1891. Acquired 
by Castlemaine Bus lines, demolition of buildings in 1984, 
with new additions in 1990 and 1993. Remaining structures 
include c 19th century shed and Inter-War office built in 
1930s.  
 
In 1932 William Thomas Murdoch had a ‘smithy and land’ on 
Section A – the west side of Barker Street south of Bruce 
Street 
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Significance. An important 
contributory heritage place 
associated with key historic 
themes of the precinct, 
namely transport. It forms a 
collection or serial site with 
several nearby businesses 
within the heritage precinct, 
important for their 
architectural design, 
reflecting 20th century 
modernism as expressed in 
rural Victoria.  

141 Barker Street  
In 1938 William Cusack built his Cusack’s Motors facing 
Castlemaine Bus Lines, on the south-west corner of Forest 
and Barker Streets (previously the site of the Rechabite Hall 
and also Trades Hall ). Prior to becoming a sole Mobil agent, 
the bowsers lined up in front of its canopy had six different 
types of petrol.  Cusack was a General Motors dealer and 
sold Pontiac, Vauxhall, Bedford and also Chevrolet vehicles. 
In 1949 the garage workshop was considerably extended, in 
the same architectural style, on its south side. In 1957 GMH 
appointed Cusack’s Motors as agents for the Holden range 
of vehicles.  This was an important dealership for Cusack’s 
and Castlemaine, and the workforce was increased to 
service the sales. Bill Cusack Jnr came to work at Cusacks 
in 1946 after having worked at Thomspon’s foundry as a 
fitter. It was identified as an ‘early drive-in’ service station, in 
the 1930s Modern style, and of additional architectural 
interest for its canopy.293   
 
The modern style Castlemaine Bus Lines (originally 
Bentley’s Motors, built c.1952), and the 1938 period-style 
garage (originally Cusack’s Motors), both largely intact, are 
architecturally different, and distinctive, buildings 
impressively situated on the main intersection of the town.   

  

 
The building dating from 1953-
1955 is built to the street line 
and has a continuous brick 
façade wrapping around the 
corner. The horizontal brick 
parapet line conceals a large 
span corrugated steel roof 
supported by lightweight steel 
roof framing. A change in the 
brickwork along Forest Street 
façade indicates an extension to 
the building to accommodate 
further buses in a large garage 
open to the street. Doors and 
other timber framed windows 
are the original design. The roof 
is of wide-span with corrugated 
steel cladding. Brickwork to the 
facade is red with cream bands 
as decoration, and a 

122 Barker Street  
In November 1864, George Shegog received the 
Crown Grant for the corner lot, allotment 4. At this date, 
Allotment 4 included the current 122 Barker Street, the 
northern portion of 118-120 Barker Street and on Forest 
Street, the perpendicular lot to the east (Township Plan). 
Between 1865 and c1951, Haymarket Hotel occupied part of 
allotment 4. Along with the hotel, parts of allotment 4 also 
contained shops (1860-70s) and a smithy (1890-1910s) 
 
On Forest Street in 1869, near the Haymarket hotel on the 
corner of Barker Street, were two different smiths (Campbell 
Murdoch, and John Wilson) on Allotment 4. In 1890 
Alexander Maybury is listed as taking over John Collicoat’s 
blacksmith business on one of these Allotment 4 premises. 
(In that same year Collicoat was operating a smithy in 
Section B8, on the west side of Barker Street, possibly in the 
recently vacated ‘Cobb & Co’ coach factory.) By 1901 
William Woolnough was also working as a blacksmith in 
Forest Street (now beside Louisa Gray ‘smithy’), and by 
1911 his coach-building business is described as ‘smithy 
and showroom’. In 1921 he expanded his premises to the 
east (part of Allotment 5).  

By 1949 Alfred and Cynthia Bentley owned allotments 3, 4 
and 5 on the corner of Barker and Forest streets (allotment 3 

                                                           
293 Catrice Daniel & Summerton Michele, ‘The Motor Garage and Service Station in Victoria: a 
Survey’, National Estates Grant Program, Heritage Victoria, 1997, p.209. (In 1997 the business was 
listed as ‘Terry Scullie Holden Motors’.) 
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multicoloured brick plinth. A key 
feature of the design is the 
rounded corners between which 
is the front door to the 
former showroom flanked by a 
pair of large windows. The front 
windows are the original 
design, however the door has 
been replaced. The large 
internal spaces are divided by 
partitions as office and 
workshop. 
(Context P/L 2013) 

is the current 118-120 Barker Street).Alf Bentley established 
his Bentley Motors garage on Forest Street (Allotment 5) in 
the mid 1930s, selling Hudson cars and Diamond T trucks. 
On the pavement in front of the typical garage of the time (a 
simple corrugated iron gable roof behind a parapet, possibly 
the former shoeing forge or the adjacent Woolnough coach-
builder) were bowsers selling five different types of petrol. 
He also commenced bus services through the district, as 
well as Sunday excursions for townspeople to local tourist 
spots such as Vaughan Springs and the Mt Alexander Koala 
Park. Built in several stages for A & C Bentley, 1955, Bentley 
Bus Lines, extensive additions by the end of the year  

Significance. An important contributory heritage place 
associated with key historic themes of the precinct, 
transport. 

  

 
 
 
Significance: An important 
contributory heritage place 
associated with key historic 
themes of the precinct, 
namely transport. It forms a 
collection or serial site with 
several other nearby 
businesses within the 
heritage precinct, important 
for their architectural design, 
reflecting 20th century 
modernism as expressed in 
rural Victoria.   

46-50 Forest Street  
In 1922 descendants of the Fryerstown Rowe Brothers 
(owners of the Mosquito and Duke of Cornwall mines) 
purchased Harrison’s garage on the corner of Barker and 
Mostyn Streets. In 1930 Clem Rathbone purchased ‘Rowe 
Motors’, and in 1939 he purchased Percy George’s 
Engineering Works and Garage at 48 Forest Street. In 1940 
he moved Rowe Motors from ‘The Corner’ to 48 Forest 
Street (part Allotment 7 Section 84).  During the war-time 
labour shortage Rathbone visited Castlemaine Technical 
School looking for workers, but in the 1950s his Ford 
dealership boomed, and Rowe Motors employed 34 staff. In 
1951 Rathbone was presented with a plaque and a gold 
watch by Ford’s Victorian manager for his long and 
outstanding service to Ford.  

The façade of the 1940 building had been rebuilt by the 
‘early ’60s’. As ‘KRB Motors’ the building has continued to be 
used until very recently for the transport trade.  Underneath 
its different livery, the façade appears to have a high degree 
of integrity. Part of the rear of the premises appears to date 
to the inter-war period, and may preserve something of the 
earlier (at least back to 1921) uses of the site for garages 
and blacksmiths.294 

It is a contributory building to the Forest Creek Channel 
heritage precinct 

 

 

54 Forest Street Section 84/ Allotment 6,7 and 8 
1864 -part sold to James A Coy 
1866 -the balance sold to J. A. Coy, the place is rented out 
to Gee Ling, who has a store from 1879- 1890, by 1901 it 
was rented to Lee Pack who had a carpenter’s shop the 
owner was Charles Lee Suey, his cousin. 
1884 -purchased by Samuel Kelsell, who presumably rents 
the place out. 

                                                           
294 Castlemaine Ratebooks, 1856 – 1948 (per Castlemaine Historical Society) 
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The buidling has a 1940s 
facade and brick side walls 
concrete floor. 

 1935  
 
Significance: contributory 
place to the heritage precinct 

1900 -Part 7 and all 8 sold to Charles Lee Suey, block 99ft 
frontage onto Forest Street and 165ft depth including a brick 
shop a Chinese Marine Store, a dealer in export imports. 
There is also a 10 room dwelling, Charles Lee Suey has a 
wife and 10 children. Charles Lee Suey dies in 1911.  
1914 -sold to Mary Greenhill, Pt 7 & 8 transferred to the 
Education Department as part of the Western Reserve.  
Later used for the new Grandstand.  
1919 -Balance of Pt 7 & 8 transferred to Joseph Torrens 
Witherow, a blacksmith, there is a brick shop with large 
wooden door and a timber shed to the east side. 
14/12/1965- H & J Barkla- carpenters and furniture makers 
1973 -G & S Cray- carpenters 
1976 -G. Cray & J. Mika- carpenters 
1978- S & A Merlo, J Merlo I Merlo- carpenters 
1999-G & J Culpitt- second hand dealers. 
It is a contributory building to the Forest Creek Channel 
heritage precinct 

  

 
 

 
The building hs been altered 
both externally and 
internallym reflecting its 
adaptation to catering 
changing transport 
technology. 
Shown above are two side 
bay extensions.  

 

74 -80 Forest Street Section Allotment 2,3,4,5, 
For a detailed history of the site and buildings see 
pages 63-72 of this Report. 
Hunt & Lobb Site 
Series of owners including:- 
1864 Allotment 2 & 3 purchased John Henry 
1876 – HH Woodfield 
1881- William Gaulton 
1865 Allotment 4 purchased by Thos Hawkin 
1884- William Gaulton 
1891 Allotments 2,3 & 4 W. Williams 
1899 Allotment 5 purchased by William Williams. When he 
dies in 1918 his estate includes 3 weatherboard cottages, 
coach factory, blacksmith shop, paint shop,  
1946- Allotments 2, 3 & part 4 by Hunt & Lobb 
1975- Allotment 5 and part 4 to Hunt & Lobb 
1952- Allotment 2 the brick residence owned by H Hunt 
1957 Showrooms are altered  
1981- all Allotments purchased by  C & C Harmann 
 
In 1862 McCarthy’s workshop was purchased by John 
Myring, who had ‘three shops’ adjacent. Myring operated a 
coach-building, wheelwright, shoeing and general blacksmith 
business here until 1879, when he announced the disposal 
of his ‘Castlemaine Coach Factory’ to William Gaulton, 
previously a coach-builder in Kyneton. Ratebooks in the 
early 1880s show that Gaulton purchased allotments 2-4 in 
Section 85, and in 1885 he announced his move to ‘more 
suitable workshops and appliances’ on this new site.295  

In 1891 William Robert Williams, who had worked first for 
John Myring and then William Gaulton, purchased the 
business. He also opened a showroom opposite, on the 

                                                           
295 Castlemaine Historical Society Inc., ‘Research Report No.1759: Report on 72 and 74-80 Forest 
Street, Castlemaine’ 
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It is a key historic site that 
contributes to the major 
historic theme of transport, 
its original fabric associated 
with the W. Gaulton’s former 
Coach Factory and 
architectural 
representativeness showing 
the building’s adaptation 
from coach building to local 
truck assembly plant 
servicing the local orchard 
industry, garage and car 
dealeship. 
 
 

north side of Forest Street.  He supplied buggies, gigs and 
‘all classes of vehicles’ through northern Victoria and the 
Riverina district, and usually dominated the awards at shows 
in these regions.296 It is from this period that most of the 
photographs of the factory, of Williams and his tradesmen 
and their products were taken.  A separate ‘shoeing forge’ is 
visible on the right hand side in some of these.  

In 1899 he purchased allotment 5 adjacent to his factory, the 
last unsold Forest Street allotment in Section 85.  After the 
death of their father in 1917 the business was carried on by 
brothers William and James.297 By the 1930s they were 
advertising (in addition to their traditional work, ‘only with 
seasoned timbers’): ‘Motor Cars and Vehicles Painted, 
Upholstered, Hooded etc’.298  

In 1946 the property was sold to Harold A Hunt and George 
Lobb, who reopened as a motor vehicle garage and agency. 
Hunt & Lobb were agents for Jowett Javelin and Bradford 
cars, Austin cars and trucks, and David Brown tractors. As 
was the practice in those days, the Austin trucks were 
delivered to Castlemaine in crates and assembled and 
painted at the garage. The trucks were popular with district 
orchardists and wood carters, and the local CFA used 
various models. For many years Hunt & Lobb were agents 
for Atlantic/Esso products, which were well known on 
account of their many advertising gimmicks.  They also sold 
other products, including Studebaker cars and trucks, and in 
the 1970s became the agents for Ford.299 

 
Residences 
 
The residences form two groups. The late timber weather board cottages built on Church Hill 
former Miner’s Rights licence and Residency areas. Residences built in 1930-early 1950s 
attached to local garages and industrial workshops. Residences built in 1940s on the site of 
former Chinese market gardens. 
 

 
The house has a high level of 
decorative detail that is 
indivdiual and of good quality.  
 

109 Barker Street  
In 1861 the land was part of the Cornish & Bruce workshop 
site, then in 1866 went to Michael Kerrigan. In 1874 to J 
and C Williams until 1904, when it was owned by Fitzgerald 
Distillery. Rates research is unclear but indicates the place 
was used by Kate Williams for a hotel, also by Collicoat, as 
a smithy. By 1904 it was owned by Fitgerald Brewing & 
Malting Co with a cottage rented out to Kate Williams, then 
a series of leases. A N Lohde received a building permit for 
a small weather board garage in 1958.  
 
The existing weatherboard board building is a 

                                                           
296 The Spectator, 23/11/1906 
297 ibid 
298 White, Thru the Windscreen, op cit, p.139 
299 White, Thru the Windscreen, op cit, pp.141-151 
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Significance: contributory 
place to the heritage precinct 

representative example of a late 19th century Victorian style 
house with decorative cast iron metal lacework. 
It is a contributory building to the Forest Creek Channel 
heritage precinct as a one of the few examples of a timber 
weatherboard residence associated with the former 
Brewery works.   

 
 
Significance: contributory 
place to the heritage precinct 

115 Barker Street 
 In 1861 the land was part of the Cornish & Bruce 
workshop site, then in 1866 went to Michael Kerrigan and 
the corner portion to Halford in 1881.  The land was 
variously owned by Roberston & Wagner, Fitzgerald 
Distillery and Dr. Hutchinson and Kate Williams by 1879-
1911.in 1911 J Collicoat blacksmith had the corner site and 
in 1932 it was taken over by William Murdock, smithy. In 
1946. 
 
It is a contributory building to the Forest Creek Channel 
heritage precinct .The present brick house was built for W. 
Cussack for 220 pounds. The building is a substantial and 
good example of mid 20th century modern brick and tile 
house. It has land mark qualities. 

 

 
 
Significance: contributory 
place to the heritage precinct 

118-120 Barker Street 
Built for A & C Bentley in 1952 built by S. Stevens.  
A rare example of a mid 20th century moderne style two 
storey brick polychrome building in Castlemaine with 
curved front facade. 
 
It is a contributory building to the Forest Creek Channel 
heritage precinct. The building is a rare example of a two 
storey example of mid 20th century modern brick and tile 
house associated with the development of car dealerships 
and modern transport systems. 

  

  
 
 
Significance: contributory 
place to the heritage precinct 

3 Bruce Street300 
Most of the land on the southern side of Bruce St has a 
similar history. In 1861 the land was part of the Cornish & 
Bruce workshop site, then in 1872 purchased by Dr. James 
Hutchinson, surgeon. Portions of the land were held by 
Goldsmith. In 1888 it was acquired by Lucy Philpots 
married to the local chemist. From rates books it seems the 
house was built in about 1890. In 1924 a portion was sold 
to Francis Bubb and also Rueben Hall. The house was 
acquired by Edith Hall in 1966. Thereafter there were 
several owners.  
 
It is a contributory building to the Forest Creek Channel 
heritage precinct. A typical Victorian villa possibly built by 
the local chemist Philpots in 1888-1890. It stands near the 
former Cornish & Bruce engineer’s residence. 

                                                           
300

 
300  Full details of all property research are held by the Castlemaine Historical Society Inc. who 

researched each property for this Project.  
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Significance: contributory 
place to the heritage precinct 

5 Bruce Street  
The site has the same history as Allotment 3 as outlined 
above, with a portion of the rear being sold to Francis Bubb 
in 1924. It is assumed that the building was built in the mid 
1920s and has subsequently been extended to the side. 
 
It is a contributory building to the Forest Creek Channel 
heritage precinct. It is a contributory building to the Forest 
Creek Channel heritage precinct. The house is a typical 
example of a 1920s Inter-War bungalow, weatherboard 
with deep front verandah and brick pier and concrete 
verandah posts. 

  

  
Non- contributory due to the 
poor structural condition of the 
building and deteriorated 
timber fabric. The building has 
been relocated and subjected 
to flooding. 

6 Bruce Street 
Like the other parcels of land in this area, the allotment had 
a similar early history. In 1861 the land was part of the 
Cornish & Bruce workshop site, and variously owned by 
Roberston & Wagner, Fitzgerald Distillery and sold to J 
Goldsmith in 1869. The land was owned by J Collicoat, 
smithy, in 1890 but occupied by P. Philpots. In 1911 the 
rates increase indicating a building on the land. 1932 
William Murdock, smithy, purchased the land. In 1961/2 a 
building was removed and a timber & fibro flatlettes 
erected.  
The land was sold again in 1964 and reputedly the current 
house is the former Police Residence from Guildford 
originally located behind the Guildford Hall.  The  
house is in very poor structural condition.  

  

 
 
Significance: contributory 
place to the heritage precinct 

20 Forest Street 
In 1894 Emily Stevens applies to purchase having held the 
land under Miners Right. Until 1923 the land was held 
under Miners Rights until Eliza O’Dea successful applies to 
purchase the allotment under the Mining Act. 
Improvements include a 5 room weatherboard house and 
outbuildings. During this time there are various occupiers 
including William Blundell, smithy.  
 
It is a contributory building to the Forest Creek Channel 
heritage precinct. The house is typical of late to early 20th 
century timber cottages, well decorated with cast iron 
lacework.  

  

 

22 Forest Street  
In 1883 Thomas Nicolls applies to purchase the land but 
Department of Mines objects. The land is held by Lucy 
Horan under Miners Rights. Jacob Odger applies to 
purchase the land in 1897, also claims to have held it under 
Miners Right. Lucy Horan states the house was relocated 
from Strathloddon. The land is sold to Odgers in 1903 and 
when he dies is passed to Lilian Odgers until 1936, when 
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Significance: contributory 
place to the heritage precinct 

William Woolnough takes possession until 1949 when his 
widow dies.  
 
It is a contributory building to the Forest Creek Channel 
heritage precinct. The timber weatherboard house is an 
excellent example of a Victorian decorative home, with 
many fine features.  

  

 
Significance: contributory 
place to the heritage precinct 

24 Forest Street  
In 1890 William Parks applies to purchase the land under 
Miners Rights. The land has a building and garden. Original 
license granted to William Gilder in 1876 then Parks in 
1888.  
 
It is a contributory building to the Forest Creek Channel 
heritage precinct. The house is sited near the road but is 
not readily visible from it due to vegetation. 

  

 
Significance: contributory 
place to the heritage precinct 

26 Forest Street 301 
Crown Land allotment was acquired by James Heath in 
1876. Sold to James Newman in 1881and Emily Heath in 
1889. There are several cottages on the site, one may 
have been the earlier cottage facing Bruce Street, occupied 
by Emily Heath and Mary Hathaway. Thomas Harvey 
acquires the land in 1905 and John Ellery in 1908 and 
William Constable in 1942- 1981.  
 
It is a contributory building to the Forest Creek Channel 
heritage precinct. The timber weatherboard house is a 
good example of a Victorian home, with indvidual features. 

 
Former Chinese Market garden 

 
Original 1930s house demolished  
 
Non-contributory structure 

84 Forest Street  
1865- Allotment 6 & 8 - JW Burnett, has a wooden cottage, 
one lot unimproved. 
1919 Allotments consolidated by Christina Troy 
1938 Allotments  purchased by Ann Pitchard 
1938 Catherine Capicchiano- then a series of ownrs 
1911- Sing Kee Garden and Shop- rates  
1921 - Sing Kee Garden and Shop- rates 
1932- Sing Kee Garden and Shop- rates 
1943-48- owned by N. Hunt who built the house in 1945 
1954-1995 W. & O Thorsen 
 
The present development has been constructed recently 
following the demolition of the former timber house. 

  

                                                           
301

 Full details of the property research are held by the Castlemaine Historical Society Inc. who 
researched each property for this Project.  
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Former Chinese Market garden 
area 
 
 

86 Forest Street  
11.1.1888- Allotment 7 – L. Seedorf leases land to Louey 
Wee Hee, Chinese rental still there in 1919. 
1911- Sing Kee Garden and Shop- rates  
1921 - Sing Kee Garden and Shop- rates 
1932- Sing Kee Garden and Shop- rates 
1937- William Pitchford Garden and Shop- rates 
1943-48 L Snell- ‘textured’ house and outbuildings 
1949 Charles Flowers and various owners. 
1992 Midland Animal Welfare 
 
It forms a group of timber weatherboard mid 20th century 
bungalows that define the former site of the Chinese 
market gardens. 

  

 
Former Chinese Market garden 
area 
 
 
 
 

88 Forest Street Section 85 Part Allotment 6, 7 & 8  
1865- Allotment 6 & 8 - JW Burnett, has a wooden cottage, 
one lot unimproved. 
1888- Allotment 7 – L. Seedorf leases land to Louey Wee 
Hee, Chinese rental still there in 1919. 
1919 Allotments consolidated by Christina Troy 
1911- Sing Kee Garden and Shop- rates  
1921 - Sing Kee Garden and Shop- rates 
1932- Sing Kee Garden and Shop- rates 
1938 Allotments  purchased by Ann Pitchard 
1941- Eastern portion transferred to C Raselli. 
1961 William Pitchford and various owners . 
 
It forms a group of timber weatherboard mid 20th century 
bungalows that define the former site of the Chinese 
market gardens. 

  

 
Former Chinese Market garden 
 
 

90 Forest Street302  
1888- Allotment 7 – L. Seedorf leases land to Louey Wee 
1911- Sing Kee Garden and Shop- rates  
1921 - Sing Kee Garden and Shop- rates 
1932- Sing Kee Garden and Shop- rates 
1937 Allotments  purchased by Pitchard garden and shop 
1941 Charles Raselli and family 
1965 T & A Domaschenz 
1966 A & N Murdoch. 
 
It forms a group of timber weatherboard mid 20th century 
bungalows that define the former site of the Chinese 
market gardens. 

  

                                                           
302

 
302 Full details of the property research are held by the Castlemaine Historical Society Inc., who 

researched each property for this Project.  
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It ontributes to the history of 
transport in Forest Street  

92 Forest Street  
Forms a group of timber weatherboard mid 20th century 
bungalows. Well designed with individual details. The front 
fence has a very creative personal design. A good example 
of a late 1950s/60s bungalow style L shaped house. 
The Kane family constructed the house and made the fence ,Leo 
(Tony) Kane wrote: The wrought iron fence was made by my 
father Keith Kane and my grandfather Leo Kane. Dad was a 
welder/boilermaker and Poop was a blacksmith.  
 
 

  

 
 

94 Forest Street  
 
Substantial Inter-War residence  Forms a group of timber 
weatherboard mid 20th century bungalows. Well designed 
with individual details. 
 

  

 
 

9 Urquhart Street also called 96 Forest Street 
Created in 1942 by the part sale of Allotment 10 to Anne 
Hunt from original Crown Grant. Probated to W C Hunt in 
1961, numerous subsequent owners.  
 
 

 
The parcels of land were 
excised from the original 
Crown reserve for Planting 
and former bed of Forest 
Creek, behind the Gas Works 
(established in 1869). 
Purchased and built by Ah 
Suey, later occupied by his 
wife until her death in 1901. 
Charles Suey owned three 
properties at the time of his 
death in 1911.  

1 (& 2A) Urquhart St 
There was one parcel of land of which the middle section 
was leased/purchased by Chinese local storekeeper, Ah 
Suey, who made application in 1879 to lease/purchase the 
land under the Land Act 1869 at the same time as M. J. 
McCarthy, local black smith and coach builder, made 
application to purchase/lease portion of 2 Duke Street, 
located to the east of Ah Suey’s property, owner of the land 
in 1879, 2 Urquhart Street. Title plans show a small 
building on the site. The land is sold to O. Hughes, 
bricklayer in 1936 with encumbrances on the title and to 
Felix Capricchiano in 1968 with encumbrances. 
It is one of the only remaining former Chinese market 
garden cottages.  

 
 

2 Duke -2a Duke Street  
The 19th century cottage was built and owned by local 
blacksmith and coach builder.  
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4.3 Interpretation and Analysis  
 
The steps in the process of analysis, interpretation and identification of cultural significance 
is defined by four variables: attributes (what), values (why), stakeholders (who) and 
strategies (how). 
 
The tool of comparative analysis is used to clarify which social, economic, cultural and 
physical features or attributes have been and are important for the area’s development; 
which traits have played a key functional and symbolic role, and which are secondary.     
Legibility describes the integrity and authenticity of remnant structures from historical periods 
in the landscape and those that provide anchors in the present landscape.303 The application 
of the criteria of significance describes why the place is significant. It substantiates values 
according to an understanding of the place’s rarity, representativeness, research potential 
and associative significance. 
 
Intangible cultural values are derived from associations between places and the responses 
that the places evoke in communities. For the purpose of the planning scheme the level of 
cultural values maybe ranked according to local, state or national significance. Within 
heritage precincts ranking is determined as either contributory or non-contributory.  
 
Comparative Analysis and Historic Themes 
 
There are several major Victorian historic themes that are inter-related, overlap and weave 
together historical threads of development within the study area. These are briefly outlined 
below as part of the comparative analysis. 
 
Shaping Victoria’s Environment 
Alluvial gold rush 
This theme is about the meaning of and ideas about landscape, whether for exploitation, 
production or recreation.  It draws upon many different types of historic and contemporary 
representations, images and literature about the evolution of Forest Creek and making of 
Castlemaine. Primary among these is the name of Forest Creek. It is closely identified with 
the town and integral with its history.  The once, world famous reputation and name of 
‘Forest Creek’ inspired thousands to migrate to the goldfields.  
 

Governing the People 
British legislative practices towards mining regulations, land laws and revenue policies are 
central to this theme. The desire to prevent the chaos of the 1849 Californian goldfields 
made possible by the principle of “free entry” or “free mining” meant that the Victorian 
goldfields became heavily controlled by colonial government. This approach by colonial 
authority introduced a new landscape of signifiers that controlled resources. It introduced 
new practices of measurements by the production of entitlement maps, surveys, leases, 
deeds and registries.  
 
The enforcement of particular mining licensing system such as Miner’s Rights and 
Residency Areas helped to maintain a subsistence form of mining over a long period of time. 
It allowed a form of common land tenure to operate, whilst maintaining some control over 
exclusion and inclusion of access to potential users, it was not environmentally sustainable. 
Environmental destruction, filthy water and spread of disease occurred when each digger, 
across a field of thousands, sent their own waste pollution and slurry back into the often dry 

                                                           
303 Lowenthal , D. (1985). The Past is a Foreign Country, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, Tengberg, Anna et el, 
(2012) Cultural Ecosystems Services Provided By Landscapes: Assessment Of Heritage Values And Identity, Ecosystem 
Services 2 (2012) 14-20. 
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creeks, waiting for rain. The accumulated affect of thousands of diggers engaged in similar 
activities initiated collective and state government action to supply water, preserve potable 
water and clean up the sludge.304 The construction of the Forest Creek sandstone sludge 
drain is an example of ‘commons’ management.   
 
Transforming the Land  
Reclamation of mine land and regeneration of environmental damage.   
This theme is about the re-making of a landscape to which there is historically a deep 
common claim, including collective rights, which has erupted in tension between trends 
towards privatisation and enclosure and alienation. The process of disposal of mining waste, 
including dumping, flooding, removal of acidic sludge, sediment, creek bank erosion and 
metal deposition from the mining areas of Chewton and Castlemaine was greatly assisted by 
the realignment of Forest Creek and the construction of a kilometre long Forest Creek 
sandstone sludge channel. Sludge caused excessive environmental damage even when 
miners grouped together to maintain cut channels that washed sludge downstream. 
Reclamation works extended to cleaning up the former creek bed and early alluvial diggings 
area. The reclamation project slowly progressed over the next 150 years.  
 
Peopling Victoria’s Places And Landscapes:  
International Migration 
This theme is about the impact of international migration, transport, distribution of goods and 
services as expressed through the construction of the railway, rail and coach building 
workshops, blacksmiths and the automobile industry. The construction of the massive steam 
flour mill that utilised the water from Forest Creek was the first modern technological power 
source in the area. The presence of the steam engine power generation and intricate 
watering system captured by the building attracted various industries to the area, namely the 
railway workshops, quartz crushing and the Cobb & Co coach building works. The periodic 
flooding and environmental damage made the area unattractive to residential development, 
discouraging land sales until much later. The availability of vacant land and industrial sites 
allowed the Australian /Chinese community extended stay despite the White Australia Policy 
that was introduced in 1901.  
 
Connecting Victorians By Transport And Communications  
Building Victoria’s Industries 
The physical structures of businesses and residences of the study area almost without 
exception relate to theme of transport. Transport and the development of distribution 
systems is an important associative link with mining. 
 

Since the early twentieth century, motor vehicles of all descriptions have been central 
characters in the settlement, governance and representation of Australia. They have 
been, and remain, objects of desire and exchange, characters in subsistence, 
ceremonial and market economies, sites of projective identification and spaces of 
distinctive social experience. 305 

  
The history of Australia’s highways and associated industries are maps of cross-cultural 
engagement. They trace earliest colonial incursions, shape local gold mining histories and 
identities and provide an understanding of the possibilities of mobility and modernity. 
 
 
  

                                                           
304 Russell, Geoffrey, (2009) Water for Gold, Australian Scholarly Publishing, North Melbourne.   
305 <http://www.anu.edu.au/culture/cruising>, viewed 2014.  
 program—Cruising Country: Automobilities in non-urban Australia—held at the ANU Centre for 
Cross-Cultural Research in 2005 (26–28 May) 
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Key Heritage Attributes, Historic themes and Comparative Places 
 
Attributes   Historic themes   Comparative places 
Forest Street and Circular 
Road/Bruce Street, entrance to 
Government Camp, Agitation 
Hill/Church Hill,  alluvial diggings, 
Miner’s Rights, channelization of 
Forest Creek, sludge drainage 
network, development of industry  

 Alluvial gold rush: 
land reform and 
governance; 
 

Almost all settlements in the 
goldfields area of Victoria have 
former government camps, 
alluvial diggings along the main 
river or creek within the centre 
etc. Bendigo, Ballarat, Creswick, 
Maryborough, Daylesford, 
Beechworth, Avoca Clunes etc. It 
is a major historic theme 
associated with significance of the 
Castlemaine National Diggings 
Heritage Park. 

Former Bruce & Cornish 
workshops, the many 
blacksmiths, furriers, coach 
building workshops, Cobb & Co, 
carpenters, furniture makers, 
painters, stone masons yards, 
garages, car dealerships & bus-
lines. 
The 19th century residences are 
generally associated with 
businesses in the study area in 
particularly smithies, coach 
builders and garages. The group 
of Inter-War residences built on 
former Chinese market gardens 
are good examples of Inter-War 
design. While modern late 1930s-
50s brick residences are 
associated with the 1940-50s 
garages and transport 
businesses.  
 

Transport and 
modernity as 
expressed through 
the automobile 
industry; 

These industries illustrate the 
changing technology, creativity 
and innovation. The location and 
concentration of these industries 
at the intersection of two roads in 
the centre of the town is not 
interpreted anywhere else. 
 
The extant residences associated 
with owners of transport 
businesses, often very 
contemporary designs, are an 
excellent record of the domestic 
lives and changing attitudes of 
local business operators towards 
embracing modernity. 

The Forest Street Traders shop, 
the open space in Western 
Reserve and the group of 
1930/40s houses along Forest 
Street, represent the space of the 
former Castlemaine Chinese 
community.  
 

Australian /Chinese 
community and 
multicultural 
exchange;  
 

19th and early 20th Australian 
Chinese settlement occupied 
along Forest, Barkers and 
Campbells Creek. Thousands of 
Chinese miners were present on 
the goldfields although few 
structures remain. 

The Forest Creek- extensive 
channelized sandstone retaining 
wall, drains, kerbs and gutters, 
bridges, Western Reserve and 
former Eastern Reserve (lawn 
tennis club), cricket pitch, tow 
and bike path, exotic and native 
plantings and Reserve for 

Sludge drainage, 
infrastructure 
development, 
reclamation of mine 
damaged land , 
nature conservation 
and regeneration of 
environmental flows, 

An important theme associated 
with ‘infrastructure. Each 
settlement addresses the 
provision of infrastructure 
differently, using different 
materials, designs and 
construction techniques attitudes 
towards managing the natural 
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planting behind the former gas 
Works. 

flora, fauna  through 
community 
participation and 
collaboration 
 

environment also differ. A similar 
example is the Bendigo Creek 
channel and Rosalind Park in the 
centre of Bendigo. 

 
HISTORIC 
THEMES  

1850S-
60S 

1870-
1900 

1900-
1930 

1930-
1960 

1960-
2012 

2014 

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT  

      

TRANSPORT & 
COMMUNICATIONS 

      

GOVERNANCE 
PROPERTY LAWS 

      

COMMUNITY & 
LEISURE 

      

       
 Primary period of significance 
 Continuing period of significance 
 

   
Gordon Bridge, Forest Creek,  
 
Results of the Community Consultation and Social Values 
Places of intangible heritage are now universally recognised as an important part of the 
process of heritage assessment of places and landscapes. Connections, practives, 
social relations, collective memories and construction of identities are usually referred to as 
intangible values. The Burra Charter (2013) acknowledges that the spatial (a surface area) is 
what co-exists simultaneously in the present and deep in time, both remotely and 
contemporaneously. It provokes questions and reflections on issues of representation, 
identity, relationships between history and politics, history and ethics, and social 
justice.Cultural landscapes are therefore essentially an inter-play of dynamic physical 
space and intangible practices that continually evolve according to power structures and 
tensions of identity and representation. The following is a description of some of the 
issues that relate to the social values. 

Cultural 
Identity 

Feedback from the community consultation was integrated 
with historic research in an attempt to analyse the spatial 

                                                           
306  See EENC Paper, September 2013 Challenges and Priorities for Cultural Heritage in Europe: Results of an Expert 
Consultation  the European Expert Network on Culture (EENC.  
307 Kwon M (2002) One Place After Another: Site Specific Art and Locational Identity. Cambridge,MA: TheMIT Press. 
308

 Porter, Libby, Unlearning the colonial cultures of Planning, Burlington, Ashgate 2010 p192.  
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and social relations and sense of place and identity. In this 
sense, place and belonging is a product of the on-going 
interaction in the past, present and future between artefacts, 
practices, people, change agents, and their context i.e. the 
human-ecosystem relationships. As a strong cultural marker 
of Mount Alexander Shire, the Forest Creek landscape 
consists of a layering of natural landsacape that includes 
social values, cultural benefits, and a range of diverse 
services enjoyed by the community. Some of the material 
benefits discussed included aesthetic values, recreational 
and passive activities, inspirational, transformative artistic 
values, employment, social capital and community cohesion. 

 
Community and 
Stakeholders 

 

 

 
Community valuation introduced new dimensions to 
traditional heritage assessment processes. New knowledge 
was gained about the area in terms of local connections, 
stories, experiences, memories and activities. It was 
observed that Forest Creek cultural landscape is important 
for its capacity to produce new experiences and social 
practices, projectories and interrelationships with the past 
and present and future that have the potential to make 
connections near and far. 
 
Local newspapers and community organisations have long 
commented on the strong political feelings associated with 
Forest Creek and Reserves both in the past and present. It 
appeared through community consultation that the values 
attributed buy a resident were influenced by contextual 
matters related to social, political, economic and natural 
agents/forces (publics and stakeholders) as well as the site 
or landscape setting. From public consultation it is apparent 
that cultural values of Forest Creek are important to a wide 
range of people, who hold different memories of the place 
that span across different spatial and temporal scales. 
These include both positive and negative feelings. 
 

Temporal/ 
Spatial 

 

Forest Creek landscape is clearly trans-national in character. 
The place has cultural heritage significance at a local level. 
But it is also a place of immigration, multi-cultural exchange, 
with regional and national associations. The importance of 
spatial scales in heritage assessment raises the question – 
at what scale is the local constructed; at what scale is it 
politicized; and at what sales does it begin to have relevance 
in everyday lives?  
 
The notion of ‘the local’ to community groups as Appadurai 
(1996a, 1996b) asserts is divided along a range of spatial 
horizons. Frequently ‘the local’ goes across, beyond and 

                                                           
309  EENC Paper, September 2013 Challenges and Priorities for Cultural Heritage in Europe: Results 
of an Expert Consultation  the European Expert Network on Culture (EENC); the field of testimonial 
studies, personal stories with links to aesthetic practice has brought hidden histories into the public 
domain, see 1998, Uncanny Australia: Sacredness and identity in a postcolonial nation, Melbourne 
University Press, Melbourne among others. 
310 Introduction: Translocal Geographies Katherine Brickell and Ayona Datta 
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often without reference to borders, boundaries and 
imaginaries of the nation. People outside the area have 
strong feelings for the place. 
 

Old Memories 
New Memorials 
 

In the assessment of contemporary community or social 
values of Forest Creek landscape construction of ‘heritage 
values’ the present and the past held similar values.

 
The experience of peoples relations with places was 
‘atemporal’ that could be described as a ‘space’ in 
time. It introduces ambiguity between the past and the 
present.

To some there was a presence of a 
haunting past. This is when certain events will not go away 
or be easily forgotten. This in particular is associated with 
the former residence of a large Chinese community who 
made a strong contribution to the local community. 
Remembrance of these activities may be inscribed into 
contemporary heritage places and continuously re-enacted, 
commemorated and memorialized. 
 
These places are sometimes described as ‘historical 
wounds’. Examples are traumatic events defined as 
past injustices. The ability to interpret our 
understanding of these inequalities requires exploration of 
micro-history, testimony, narrative, articulations of feelings. 
The expansion of a local archive to include this history more 
fully is recommended. These stories do not only represent 
history, but they ‘move’ people emotionally. They have the 
ability to transform ordinary spaces into sites of memory, lieu 
de memoire. 
 

Relational 
Memory or 
Memory 
without a 
Future 

 
 

Other types of sites of memory may not be a sign of the 
continual past in the present but characterized by an ‘alterity’ 
or otherness. These sites represent an abrupt change, 
‘discontinuity’ or rupture due to acceleration of urban or 
environmental change. They represent disorientation where 
memory that has moved down through generations is 
broken. This is known as memory without a future. 
Protecting particular cultural heritage sites can become 
important to a community as a way of experiencing ruptures. 
By recognizing them and locating them as imaginative links. 
The stories associated with these sites have the capacity for 

                                                           
311 Appadurai (1996a, 1996b) 
312 Heritage practices together with many other disciplines have challenged the concept of time as 
being merely one of linear progression Hartog in particular phenomenological studies, cultural 
memory studies, emotional geography and arts practices, 
313 Giorgio Agamben, ‘Time and History. Critique of the Instant and the Continuum’, in: idem, Infancy 
and History. The Destruction of Experience, London and New York 1993, 91- 105. 
314 Immanuel Kant (1724-1804) noticed the importance of the temporal moment of spatial perception ( 
the connection of space and time in human experience) which led to the phenomenological studies of 
space by Husserl, Heidigger, and Merleau-Ponty among others.   
315 Chakrabarty  
316 Schama, Simon. Introduction and Prologue, pp. 3-36. In Landscape and Memory (Knopf, 1995 
317 Nora, Pierre (1989) Between Memory and History: Les Lieux de Mimoire [1984]. Representations 
26, Spring 1989, 7-25. 
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social change and transformation.318Rupture is also 
associated with introduction of modernity. 
 

Sense of Place  

 
 

Central to the concept of intangible heritage is the tension of 
the notion of presence/absence, and of distance/time, 
memory, performing, creating, and perceiving presence. The 
space of Forest Creek is not a passive or fixed entity. It is 
part of a network of systems and processes both physical 
and ideological. Heritage assessment is an analysis of how 
the nature of presence (as a horizon, a marking, a dwelling, 
an artefact, a construction), and the issue of absence 
emerge and entwine (are produced, embodied, perceived, 
affected).319  
 

Associative 
Values  
 
Natural 
Environment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Education and  
Training 
 
 
 
 
HERITAGE AND 
ANALYSIS  
HERITAGE ASSE 

Fundamental to a sense of place expressed by participants was 
the underlying natural landscape and its relationship to the values 
and aspirations of the community generally. Social relations along 
Forest Creek have been and are still spatially produced everyday 
through people walking cycling and playing sports. They form a 
very important part of the everyday life of the community. The 
relationship of the local community to Forest Creek within the 
study area is dynamic and tense. This relationship is two-way. It 
represents how social agents have transformed the space into an 
extensive alluvial gold mining sludge drain and how that space 
also has an impact on the social. It includes the experience of 
flash flooding and the uncertainty of climate change and future 
flooding. 
 
In the post-mining period the waterway appears to have taken on 
a new meaning for the people who live around it. The Forest 
Creek landscape is an important example of how terrible the 
impacts of mining were, and how resilient the native flora and 
fauna can be. Today the Connecting Country report on Forest 
Creek recognizes it as having national heritage significance for its 
cultural values. The section of Forest Creek that does not flow 
through the Heritage Park still has historical significance. 
 
Along with its recreational and heritage values, Forest Creek is 
also valued for its ecological importance’. People talked about the 
presence of many birds and other wildlife. The former creekline 
vegetation along Forest Creek is currently listed as endangered 
by DELWP. Ecological restoration of Forest Creek through weed 
clearing and planting of local native vegetation has been actively 
pursued by many local community organisations over more than 
20 years with much success. This work is supported by 
government agencies, Department of Environment, Land, Water 
and Planning (DELWP), the North Central Catchment 

                                                           
318 Anderson, Benedict 1991 Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of 
Nationalism, (2nd edition, London, Verso, 1991) Appadurai 1990 
319 Environment and Planning D: Society and Space 2006, volume 24, pages 475 ^ 479, guest 
editorial from conference a paper session entitled ``Animating Landscape'' at the 2004 Annual 
Meeting of the Association of American Geographers in Philadelphia. The aim of the session was to 
illustrate how some forms of landscape research and writing might resonate with the emergent ethos 
and agendas of nonrepresentational geographies. 
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Management Authority (NCCMA) and Parks Victoria. As agencies 
responsible for the management of public land along the creek, 
these organisations also undertake their own restoration work.’320  
The last few hundred metres before the confluence with Barker 
Creek and Campbells Creek the creek line is natural and has not 
been channelized. The section between Barkers bridge and 
Barkers Creek has been under the care of the Friends of 
Campbells Creek since 2000, as part of the 1986 Revegetation 
Project.  

 
Assessment Against Heritage Victoria Criteria 
 
This section outlines the current Heritage Victoria and Burra Charter assessment criteria for 
whether or not the Study Area or components within it have heritage significance. 321 
 
ASSESSMENT AGAINST HV CRITERIA   Values  

 
 Forest Creek channel precinct has historical significance as the most 

urbanised section of Forest Creek, as a sludge channel and flood 
mitigation works that services the Forest Creek diggings area. This was 
the site of one of the biggest and richest alluvial gold rushes in the 19th 
century. The channelized Forest Creek reflects the surge of mining 
activity that resulted in massive environmental damage to the area with 
persistent sludge. It is an important attribute of Forest Creek system 
which clearly illustrates layers of alluvial mining, rehabilitation and 
erosion.   

 As a component of a larger waterway it contributes to the heritage 
significance of Forest Creek as a wetland cultural landscape. It 
contributes to the authenticity and integrity of Castlemaine urban 
conservation precinct and Castlemaine Diggings Heritage National Park. 

 The particular geological formation of the area resulted in the rich alluvial 
gold found along Forest Creek creating an intricate network of nearby 
mines sites of different types of technologies that are interwoven with 
small patches of habitation sites. The spread and wealth of the alluvial 
gold finds played a very influential role in drawing to Australia vast 
numbers umbers of overseas gold immigrants.  

 Known originally as the Mt Alexander Diggings, the goldfield initially 
centred near Chewton known as Forest Creek, was quickly occupied by 
thousands of tents and diggers following gold discovery in 1851 in nearby 
Specimen Gully on Barkers Creek. It became one of the three largest 
Victorian fields (Bendigo and Ballarat were the other two).  

 The Forest Creek channel precinct has historical significance as the site 
of very early alluvial gold diggings and associated town camp prior to the 
official survey in 1852. It became a threshold space, continuing to function 
as an alluvial diggings area, transient camp, wasteland and site of 
industry on the boundary of the gridded surveyed town and the chaos of 

 
Criterion A: Importance to 
the course, or pattern, of 
Victoria’s cultural history 
 
Historical significance 
relates to a places value for 
its association with 
important historical events, 
eras or individuals, people.  

Historic value ‘underlies’ 
aesthetic, social and 
scientific value (Marquis-
Kyle and Walker 1992: 23)  

The place/object has a  
CLEAR ASSOCIATION 
with an event, phase,  
period, process, function, 
movement, custom or way 
of life in  Victoria’s history 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                           
320 Community Organisations consulted were: Friends of the Box-Ironbark Forest, Castlemaine 
Landcare Group, Golden Point Landcare Group, Chewton Landcare Group, Friends of Kalimna Park, 
Victoria Gully Group, Post Office Hill Action Group, Friends of Campbells Creek, Government 
Agencies:, Department of Sustainability and Environment (DSE), Parks Victoria, North Central 
Catchment Management Authority (NCCMA), Mount Alexander Shire Council 
321 http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/ahdb/search.pl?mode=place_detail;place_id=105683 
Castlemaine Diggings National Heritage Park, Chewton Rd, Castlemaine, VIC, Australia  
 

http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/ahdb/search.pl?mode=place_detail;place_id=105683
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the goldfields. Transport is a major historic theme of the area. 

 Forest Creek channel precinct has historical significance as it is located 
on the main road (Forest Street) at the edge of Government Camp, which 
was sited at the junction of Forest Creek and Barkers and Campbells 
Creeks. Established to oversee the arrival of thousands of miners to the 
area it became the centre of government activity. The stone-lined Forest 
Creek Channel is historically significant for its strong association with gold 
mining in central Castlemaine, and is an important example of late 
nineteenth century urban infrastructure development. 

 Mt Alexander received the first Chinese diggers in 1854 in what was the 
first big migration of Chinese miners into Victorian gold diggings.  Large 
numbers worked at Forest Creek as the Chinese kept mainly to alluvial 
mining.  

 

ASSESSMENT AGAINST HV CRITERIA   Values  
 The Forest Creek channel precinct represents an important artefact of 

large scale altered drainage patterns, realigned, straightened with stone 
retaining walls, bridged over, dredged for sludge tailings and flood 
mitigation works and rehabilitation.  It contributes to the authenticity and 
integrity of the Castlemaine Diggings National Heritage Park as a mining 
relic landscape associated with remnant tailings and sludge, sluiced and 
dredged areas and small scale alluvial works, as well as altered drainage 
patterns. 

 
Criterion B 

Possession of 
uncommon, rare or 
endangered aspects of 
Victoria’s cultural history. 

 
 Forest Creek channel precinct is archaeologically significant for its 

potential to demonstrate the occupation and use of the site relating to the 
early alluvial diggings and camp activities canvas town.  

 
 Transport is a major theme of the heritage precinct. The former 1850s 

steam flour-mill became the core of the massive Cornish & Bruce Railway 
Workshops and Foundry, which at one stage was envisaged as the main 
railway workshops in Victoria. A contract let to Cornish and Bruce for the 
Footscray to Sandhurst (now Bendigo) line commenced work on 1 June 
1858 and was completed the work by 1862.  It represents one of the 
biggest capital works projects in the colony at the time.  Cornish & Bruce 
were the main contractor and relocated his workshops to Castlemaine.  
He brought 500 masons from Germany and influenced the establishment 
of local industry in the area for the next 100 years. These workshops were 
later taken over by Robertson Wagner (principals of Cobb & Co) for use 
as a coach factory and farriery for the company’s branch coach services. 
The area became a transport hub until the 21st century. 

 The Forest Creek Channel Precinct in Castlemaine has the potential to 
demonstrate the occupation and use relating to the former Chinese 
settlement, through sub-surface features and artefacts - particularly in the 
years associated with the gold rush in the mid-1800s to 1930s. 

 
 The Chinese contributed to life in Castlemaine community through their 

theatres and circuses, and spectacular processions.  

 The Chinese presence in the heritage precinct remained after the Forest 

 
Criterion C 

Potential to yield 
information that will 
contribute to an 
understanding of 
Victoria’s cultural history. 
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Street Camp wound up. A Chinese storekeeper Gee Lung, and carpenter 
Lee Pack, were in occupation until the mid 20th century. The Ah Coy 
family remained a prominent freehold owner of Forest Street allotments 
west of the Western Reserve, and Charles Lee Suey also owned and 
operated a store on this part of Forest Street. The remaining small store 
in this part of Forest Street is the last vestige of the Chinese shopkeeping 
history of the area.  Sing Kee, market gardener rented three allotments 
between Wheeler and Urquhart until sometime in the 1930s. 

 Until the realignment of Forest Creek in 1860, traffic to Campbells Creek 
and the diggings beyond crossed the ‘Forest Creek bridge’ on the 
Wheeler Street alignment. The track, lined with tents and huts (presumed 
to have been stores and services for travellers) skewed south-west 
across what is now Western Reserve.  

  
ASSESSMENT AGAINST HV CRITERIA          Values  
  
 
 The Western Reserve area of the heritage precinct is the site of the 

original ‘Canvas town’ that pre-dated Castlemaine.  It was on the busy 
approach road to the Camp, east of Barkers Creek, that this 
unsanctioned thriving shanty-town sprang up. 

 
 In addition there was also a thriving industry of smaller transport 

providers along Forest  and Barker streets, the two principal roads of 
the town. From the early days until the 1930s farriers, blacksmiths, 
wheelwrights and coachbuilders established here. Some of these early 
vehicle service and construction businesses then became garages 
and dealerships for the motor-car industry. This important history is 
represented today by the buildings associated with Hunt & Lobb 
(originally the Castlemaine Coach Factory), the former KRB Motors 
(previously Rowe Motors), the former Bentley Motors and Castlemaine 
Bus Lines building, and the former Cusack’s Motors garage.  

 Many of the owners of these transport related industries lived in the 
heritage precinct, adjacent to or near their workshops. At least four of 
these dwellings (including three from the 1950s) are known to survive: 
10 Bruce Street, 115 Barker Street, 118-120 Barker Street and 72 
Forest Street.  

 Quarrying has been a major industry in the Castlemaine area, and the 
flour mill and the brick and stone railway bridges in or visible from the 
heritage precinct reveal some of the district’s distinctive natural 
materials, as well as its quarrying and masonry skills. Historically these 
structures are also associated with the Victorian stonemasons’ 
attempts to assert and defend their famous ‘eight hour day’ award. 
These buildings recall a dramatic period in which the gold generation 
clutched at the possibility of founding a ‘workingman’s paradise’.  

 The local stone is also evident in the Forest Creek retaining wall, and 
culvert pitchers on Wheeler Street. The relics of the stone processing 
yards of the district’s most prominent monumental masons, the Ferries 
and Redfern families, are a direct reminder of the region's significant 
granite industry.   

 The heritage precinct includes dwellings from Castlemaine’s main 
growth periods. These include the older timber dwellings (west of 
Barker Street) that date to the 1880s, after Forest Street was cut 

 
Criterion D 

Importance in 
demonstrating the principal 
characteristics of a class of 
cultural places and objects 

 



‘Forest Street to Forest Creek’ Heritage Assessment Report:  Mount Alexander Shire Council                 135 
 

Mandy Jean, Architect and David Moloney, Historian  May 2016 version   
 

through the hill, and to the Edwardian era.  

 The open parkland and wide linear channel extends over a kilometre 
through central Castlemaine. The public open space symbolises the 
"civic and democratic" effect of gold and is a significant example of a 
large, late nineteenth century public recreation reserve nineteenth 
century streetscape and market square, the close proximity of 
significant market buildings, banks and former government camp and 
the rich overlay of different uses of the Western and Eastern Reserves 
over many years. 

 
ASSESSMENT AGAINST HV CRITERIA          Values  
  
 The use of this public space has been changed and negotiated over 

time, but essentially it has been designated for both ‘ornamental’ 
(passive) and ‘recreational’ (active) purposes. By 1880 the reserves 
had been extensively planted with species including blue gum, poplar 
alba, lombardy poplar, weeping and basket willows, oaks and elms.  

 Special points of interest in Forest Creek Channel precinct include the 
interface with urban areas and significant streetscapes and visual and 
physical links to the bushlands. This exhibits contrast between the 
19thcentury European horticulture and revegetated bushland character 
of Forest Creek. 
 

 In the early twentieth century a Committee of Management supported 
by community fundraising rationalised the Western Reserve by 
repurchasing land and developing sports facilities including tennis 
courts, an oval and a small grandstand, provided especially for 
children at the nearby schools. As well as sports, the Western Reserve 
has also been used for community celebrations and public protests.  
The Eastern Reserve, also reclaimed land, was being used by the 
tennis club by 1928, and formally leased to the club by the 1940s. 

 
 The Forest Creek Channel Precinct is aesthetically and scientifically 

(horticulturally) important for the retention of its nineteenth century 
layout, its significant plantings, some dating from the 1870s, its 
differing levels of horticultural intensity, the avenues of elms, oaks, ash 
and palms, including water features, bridges, sandstone channels and 
drains. 

 
 Re-aligning the bed of Forest Creek, transforming the mining camp of 

makeshift buildings and potted, waterlogged gold diggings reserve into 
a recreation park, with timber, brick and stone bridges erected across 
the creek slowly progressed although the presence of renewed mining, 
extensive landfill debris, devastating periods of flooding and makeshift 
dwellings and squatters provided obstacles.  

 

Criterion E 

Importance in exhibiting 
particular aesthetic 
characteristics. 

 

 The extensive sandstone retaining wall and bed of the channel 
demonstrates the high degree of masonry skill involved in quarrying 
and cutting the pitchers used in the construction of the channel, and 
the amount of labour involved in extracting and transporting the stone 
to the construction sites. 

 The Victorian Heritage Register citation describes the grand 
Castlemaine Steam Flour Mill as ‘perhaps the finest mill building in 
Victoria’. Historically, the mill is expressive of the overtly civil intentions 
of its promoters, who initially envisaged it as a community enterprise, 
and launched it with civil ceremonies. Although a commercial failure, 

Criterion F 

Importance in 
demonstrating a high 
degree of creative or 
technical achievement at 
a particular period. 
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the building remains as a magnificent symbol of the aspirations of a 
vibrant, newly-enfranchised goldfields community for the society, and 
townscape, that they were creating.  

ASSESSMENT AGAINST HV CRITERIA          Values  
 The area as a public civic open space is important to the local 

community. It has strong community intangible values. The 
historical themes are associated with the 19th century gold rush 
to the central goldfields area of Victoria, a process of 
colonization and modernization. Landmarks and place names 
scattered across the area represent key markers of the 19th 
century alluvial gold rush, which is a central feature of the region 
and contributes to the identity of Castlemaine. 

 
 The alignment of Bruce Street provides evocative evidence of:- the 

first, unofficial town, sometimes marked on the map as ‘the Junction’; 
an important early operation of the Forest Creek diggings (the role of 
government administration, including the gold escort, and the diggers’ 
path to the Camp); the distinctive geography of the area, notably the 
large hill (since partly cut away), whose shape it highlights; and the 
vital political dimension of the diggings, particularly in relation to the 
disturbance that occurred on Circular Road in May 1853, and regular 
diggers’ protests that took place on ‘Agitation Hill’ above it.  

 One of the early goldfields incidents that was said to have contributed 
to the campaign against official oppression that culminated at Eureka 
occurred in the study area The diggers’ protests against the high-
handed licence and ‘sly grog’ hunts of ‘The Camp’, and for political 
representation and opening up the land, were held immediately 
adjacent to the heritage precinct, at first on ‘Agitation Hill’ (now Church 
Hill), and then in Market Square.    

 Along with its recreational and heritage values, Forest Creek is also 
valued for its ecological importance’. The creekline vegetation that 
once would have grown along Forest Creek is currently listed as 
endangered by DSE. Ecological restoration of Forest Creek through 
weed clearing and planting of local native vegetation has been actively 
pursued by many local community organisations over more than 20 
years with much success. 

 Forest Creek channel precinct has significance for the Dja Dja 
Wurrung people. The heritage precinct has been for millennia and 
continues to be part of the Dja Dja Wurrung land. They are the 
traditional indigenous owners and First Nation people of the area. 
Their cultural customs, Traditional knowledge systems and spiritual 
associations are still strong. 
 

 The central common purpose of channelizing Forest Creek was 
directed towards the mission of betterment, adaptation and survival. 
The place was constructed, mapped, located, seen and touched. It is 
an example of community engagement and collective participation in 
place-making. Different individual social groups have historically 
framed themselves, their relations with the land and other groups 
through the construction of this landscape setting. Successive local 
initiatives enacted over the past 150 years contribute to the sites 
‘meaning’ and in turn, continually transforms local perceptions and use 
of the site.  

 
Criterion G 

Strong or special 
association with a particular 
community or cultural group 
for social, cultural or 
spiritual reasons. This 
includes the significance of 
a place to Indigenous 
peoples as part of their 
continuing and developing 
cultural traditions. 
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