
Castlemaine Design Standards 
The goal of the design standards is 
to work with the good elements of 
the existing palette of materials and 
street furniture and expand with new 
elements to blend with what exists.

The contemporary furniture 
proposed will complement rather 
than compete with the existing 
fixtures that have long been part 
of Castlemaine’s streetscape. 
Many of these existing elements 
include cast iron lamp posts, 
bollards and benches which are still 
manufactured by the local Billman’s 
Foundry.
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5.1.2 THE CASTLEMAINE 
HERITAGE PALETTE

VISION

The goal of these design standards is 
not to completely reinvent the palette 
of fixtures and materials throughout 
the town centre but to work with 
the good elements of the existing 
palette and augment it with new 
elements to blend with what exists. 
The reason for doing this is two-fold:

1. There are elements of the existing 
palette of furnishings and materials 
that are entirely appropriate for the 
town. It is a historical town and many 
of the fixtures in the town have been 
manufactured locally for decades. 

2. It is more cost effective to work 
with some of what exists and 
augment as necessary, rather than 
replace every fixture in town.

DESCRIPTION

This palette of furnishings consists of 
existing fixtures that have long been 
a part of Castlemaine’s streetscape. 
It includes a lamp post, bollard 
and bench, all manufactured by 
a local foundry. Billmans Foundry 
has been manufacturing products in 
Castlemaine for several decades and 
retains some of the original casts seen 
in many of the historical photographs. 

LOCATION OF 
HERITAGE PALETTE

Benches

• Locate heritage benches 
sporadically through town as 
identified in Section 4 and 
as appropriate outside key 
heritage buildings or features . 

• On footpath, locate the 
backs of seats 400mm from 
kerb facing storefronts. 

• Position seats to take advantage 
of summer shade, winter sun and 
interesting views or activities. 

• Locations of existing seats 
should be re-considered at time 
of re-painting and be either 
moved or retained in place. 

Heritage Lamp Post

• This is a feature to be used 
sparingly throughout the town 
centre. One lamp is suggested 
in the median at the proposed 
Mostyn Street plaza. Two 
other appropriate locations  
are at Lyttleton Street and 
Hargraves Street intersection 
and the Barker Street and 
Mostyn Street intersection. 

Bollards

• Timber and steel bollards 
should be used across the 
town as identified in Section 
4, and where they provide a 
safety function of demarcating 
space particularly between 
footpaths and stone channels.   

Contemporary palette
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5.1.3 THE CASTLEMAINE 
CONTEMPORARY 
PALETTE

VISION

The goal of these design standards is 
not to completely reinvent the palette 
of fixtures and materials throughout 
the town centre but to work with the 
good elements of the existing palette 
and augment it with new elements 
that will still blend with what exists. 

This contemporary palette will be 
used throughout the town centre 
and will provide some variation. 
It’s important that the heritage 
palette is not overused with the 
potential to become twee. 

Again, cost effectiveness is 
a consideration, and these 
components have been selected to 
be able to be easily incorporated 
into Council’s budget. 

DESCRIPTION

This palette of furnishings 
consists of a backed bench, 
bike racks and rubbish bins. 

LOCATION OF 
CONTEMPORARY PALETTE

Benches

• Locate backed benches at 
corners and mid-points on each 
block as identified in Section 
4 and in Section 5.1.2. 

• Add additional backed 
benches outside specific 
establishments as required. 

• On footpath, locate the 
backs of seats 400mm from 
kerb facing storefronts. 

• Position seats to take advantage 
of summer shade, winter sun and 
interesting views or activities. 

• Locations of existing seats 
should be re-considered at time 
of re-painting and be either 
moved or retained in place. 

Bins

• Locate bins at each corner 
as identified in Section 4 
and in Section 5.1.2. 

Bike Racks

• Locate bike racks as identified in 
Section 4 and in Section 5.1.2. 

Low Fencing

• Locate as marked on plans in 
Section 4 or as necessary.

BACKED BENCH

DESCRIPTION

Street Furniture Australia 
Classic Plaza Seat

MATERIAL

Eco-certified timber battens 
on steel frame as per 
manufacturer specification

COLOUR

As per Eco-certified timber battens

Frame colour to match Satin 
Black 304-7013 (PPG 
Commercial Performance)Paving and kerbs

Stone crossovers Storm water Signage and wayfinding

Planters and bike amenities

Public art 
With a well-known and respected arts community and gallery, Castlemaine is an 
ideal candidate for an evolving street-based public art program or art walk.  As a 
tourist destination and a walkable town, the opportunities for public art are endless.

• Temporary art works which allow flexibility

• Blank building walls as a canvas

• Beautiful, mall and subtle pieces of art in the town centre

• High quality art embedded into streetscape materials

• Lighting to add another dimension

• Public art to incorporate way finding and historical information

Furniture heritage palette
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TIMBER BOLLARDS STEEL BOLLARDS

BENCH

LAMP POST

DESCRIPTION

Cast Iron Seat Ends from 
Billmans Foundry (as used 
historically in Castlemaine)

MATERIAL

Cast Iron

COLOUR

Satin Black 304-7013 (PPG 
Commercial Performance)

NOTES

Investigate with Billmans Foundry, 
the possibility of using narrower 
timber battens to make the fixture 
more contemporary and better 
match the contemporary palette. 

Also investigate with Billmans 
Foundry the option to meet AS 
1428.2 - 1992 Clause 27.2.

DESCRIPTION

Billmans Foundry Campaspe Column

A custom lamp head will need 
to be selected to be larger than 
the standard heads available to 
better reflect the original fixture. 

MATERIAL

Cast Iron

COLOUR

Satin Black 304-7013 (PPG 
Commercial Performance)

DESCRIPTION

Timber bollards per heritage 
detail with rolled top

MATERIAL/COLOUR

Natural timber to age silver grey

DESCRIPTION

Billmans Foundry Colonial Bollards

MATERIAL

Cast Iron

COLOUR

Satin Black 304-7013 (PPG 
Commercial Performance)

Alternate suggestion 
for narrower 
timber battens
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TIMBER BOLLARDS STEEL BOLLARDS

BENCH

LAMP POST

DESCRIPTION
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for narrower 
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RUBBISH BINS BIKE HOOPS

DESCRIPTION

Commercial Systems LR6220 
120L Timber Bin Enclosure 2018

Tapered Frontry Lid 304SSTF 
and Tapered Frontry Lid 
302SSTF Recycling Lid 

MATERIAL/COLOUR

Walnut Enviroslates with a Mild 
Steel Powdercoated Frame in 
Satin Black 304-7013 (PPG 
Commercial Performance)

DESCRIPTION

Street Furniture Australia Slim Hoop 
sub-surface or core drilled fixed

MATERIAL

Mild steel hot dip galvanised

COLOUR

Galvanised

NOTES

A small Shire logo should 
be incorporated. 

LOW HOOPED METAL FENCING

DESCRIPTION

Low fencing to deter 
pedestrian movement 

MATERIAL

Mild steel hot dip galvanised

COLOUR

Galvanised
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5.1.9 PUBLIC ART 

Castlemaine is an ideal candidate 
for an evolving street-based public 
art program, or an art walk. With 
an established arts community, and 
a well-known and respected art 
gallery, there is the opportunity for 
the Castlemaine town centre to be 
a venue for high profile public art. 
Both a walkable town centre and 
a tourist town, the opportunities 
for public art are endless. 

This streetscape document 
does not prescribe the exact 
locations and pieces, but will 
make recommendations around 
the types of public art that could 
be considered if public art were 
to become more prominent.

• Not all art has to be permanent. 
Temporary art works allow 
a great deal of flexibility. 

• Blank building walls provide an 
excellent  canvas. Frederick Street 
is ideal for this type of public art. 

• Beautiful, small, subtle pieces of art, 
as found elsewhere in Castlemaine 
are also appropriate in the town 
centre. The town centre of Werribee 
is a good example of how art can 
be incorporated into a streetscape- 
footpaths and garden areas. 

Blank building walls provide 
an excellent canvas. 

Public art can bring a freshness 
to an old streetscape. 

Beautiful, subtle pieces of art can be 
incorporated into the footpaths and 
garden areas of the streetscape. 

Wayfinding and historical interpretation 
can be incorporated into public art. 

• High quality art embedded into 
the streetscape materials is a way 
of bringing some contemporary 
features into an old streetscape. 

• Lighting can be incorporated 
into public art to add another 
dimension to the streetscape. 

• Wayfinding and historical 
interpretation can be 
incorporated into public art. 
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A rain garden where storm water is 
channeled into a planted kerb extension 
and allowed to permeate to a certain level 
before entering the storm drain system. 

Rain gardens can be quite urban in form and 
fit within the cross-section of the footpath.  

5.1.7 STORMWATER 
MANAGEMENT 
STRATEGY

Water sensitive urban design  
(WSUD) is a term broadly used to 
describe the better management 
of storm water to allow it the 
opportunity to permeate back 
into the ground before being 
channeled into the town’s storm water 
underground drainage system. 

The expanses of hard, non-
permeable surfaces in urban areas 
mean that rain water enters the 
underground drainage network 
and is discharged, often kilometres 
away in a creek corridor, which is 
often overburdened by the wash. 

Water sensitive urban design aims to 
collect at least some of the water on 
site before it enters the storm drain 
system. The benefits are two fold:

• Water is allowed to permeate 
into the ground providing 
opportunities for greenery 
and rain gardens. 

• The quantity of water reaching 
the overburdened creek corridors 
following a rain event is reduced. 

There are a few locations throughout 
the town centre where water sensitive 
urban design may be appropriate. 

• Hargraves Street at Forest Street 
just north of the roundabout in the 
existing wide kerb extensions. 

• Existing kerb extensions at 
the intersection of Hargraves 
Street and Mostyn Street

• In the existing carpark behind 
the Market Building and 
beside the supermarket

• In the new streetscape works at 
the southern end of Frederick 
Street at the intersection 
with the Mostyn Street. 

Locals have continually referenced 
the heavy downpours in Castlemaine. 
Water sensitive urban design 
and the use of rain gardens may 
well be an appropriate response, 
however further investigation and 
engineering advice is required. 

Timber bollards
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TIMBER BOLLARDS STEEL BOLLARDS

BENCH

LAMP POST

DESCRIPTION

Cast Iron Seat Ends from 
Billmans Foundry (as used 
historically in Castlemaine)

MATERIAL

Cast Iron

COLOUR

Satin Black 304-7013 (PPG 
Commercial Performance)

NOTES

Investigate with Billmans Foundry, 
the possibility of using narrower 
timber battens to make the fixture 
more contemporary and better 
match the contemporary palette. 

Also investigate with Billmans 
Foundry the option to meet AS 
1428.2 - 1992 Clause 27.2.

DESCRIPTION

Billmans Foundry Campaspe Column

A custom lamp head will need 
to be selected to be larger than 
the standard heads available to 
better reflect the original fixture. 

MATERIAL

Cast Iron

COLOUR

Satin Black 304-7013 (PPG 
Commercial Performance)

DESCRIPTION

Timber bollards per heritage 
detail with rolled top

MATERIAL/COLOUR

Natural timber to age silver grey

DESCRIPTION

Billmans Foundry Colonial Bollards

MATERIAL

Cast Iron

COLOUR

Satin Black 304-7013 (PPG 
Commercial Performance)

Alternate suggestion 
for narrower 
timber battens

Bench with cast 
iron seat ends from 
Billmans Foundry

Alternative 
suggestion 

for narrower 
timber battens

Cast iron lamp from 
Billmans Foundry

Innovative, creative, connected.

Classic Plaza 
Street

Bike hooks
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RUBBISH BINS BIKE HOOPS

DESCRIPTION

Commercial Systems LR6220 
120L Timber Bin Enclosure 2018

Tapered Frontry Lid 304SSTF 
and Tapered Frontry Lid 
302SSTF Recycling Lid 

MATERIAL/COLOUR

Walnut Enviroslates with a Mild 
Steel Powdercoated Frame in 
Satin Black 304-7013 (PPG 
Commercial Performance)

DESCRIPTION

Street Furniture Australia Slim Hoop 
sub-surface or core drilled fixed

MATERIAL

Mild steel hot dip galvanised

COLOUR

Galvanised

NOTES

A small Shire logo should 
be incorporated. 

LOW HOOPED METAL FENCING

DESCRIPTION

Low fencing to deter 
pedestrian movement 

MATERIAL

Mild steel hot dip galvanised

COLOUR

Galvanised
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Rubbish bins Low hooped metal fencing



Castlemaine Streetscape Plan  
and Design Standards
Introduction
Council has worked with a team of landscape architects, urban designers 
and town planners to develop streetscape plans and designs for the town 
centre of Castlemaine.

With careful design interventions and some improvements, the streets of 
Castlemaine would be improved for residents, visitors and businesses – 
to be more attractive and functional while remaining sympathetic to the 
historical features of the town.

The streetscape plan and design standards will guide Council and the 
community in the management, maintenance and improvement of the 
historical and socially significant town.

The document provides a strategic direction, with some practical short-
term recommendations that Council can implement straight away, and 
some large projects that can be planned and budgeted for over a number 
of years.

The recommendations focus on preserving heritage, improving safety 
and connectivity for pedestrians and cyclists, more street trees and 
landscaping, strategically located street furniture to improve amenity, 
strengthening street character, and better signage and information to find 
your way around the town centre.

Why do we need a plan?
The streets in the town centre are the primary public spaces and beating 
heart of Castlemaine. They are where people go about their daily routines, 
run into neighbours, grab a coffee and do their shopping. For visitors, the 
streets are how they discover what Castlemaine has to offer. 

The town centre provides important social and cultural spaces for people 
to meet, interact and engage in the community and for shop keepers and 
businesses to show their wares and services.  The streets are central to 
vehicle movement and access across the town.

The streetscape plan guides a number of components including 
improved pedestrian connectivity, safer crossings, more street trees and 
improvements to public spaces. 

The design standards provide detail for streetscape elements such as 
street furniture, paving materials and cross overs, which aim to respect 
and complement historic features of the town, and improve consistency, 
amenity and access across the town centre.

Guiding principles

Castlemaine Town Centre Streetscape Plan and Design Standards
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4.1 GUIDING 
PRINCIPLES

The following principles have 
been presented to the community 
and used to guide and shape 
the ultimate project outcomes:

1. Reference the history 
of Castlemaine 

A successful project is one that 
references and respects the historical 
features of the town without 
overshadowing them or devaluing 
them with overly contemporary or 
faux-heritage streetscape elements. 
If heritage features are used, they 
must have a strong connection 
to the history of the town. 

2. Green Castlemaine 

A good canopy of trees exists 
through the town centre. There is the 
opportunity to add many more into 
the wide streets of the town centre. 

Reference the history of Castlemaine Green Castlemaine

Improve pedestrian and bicycle connectivity Review the existing conditions to ensure that 
the urban environment provides accessibility 
to as many people as possible

4

3. Improve pedestrian and 
bicycle connectivity 

Walkability and bicycle access 
throughout the town centre could be 
improved by better access across 
Barker Street, Forest Street, Mostyn 
Street and Frederick Street.  Adding 
bicycle infrastructure will support 
a nascent bicycle community.  

4. Apply universal 
design principles.

Incorporate universal design 
principles into the urban environment 
to provide accessibility to as many 
people as possible, regardless 
of their age, level of ability, 
cultural background, or any other 
differentiating factors that contribute 
to the diversity of our community.

1 2

3

16

6

5. Expand the public realm 

There are many opportunities to 
create interesting and useful public 
spaces by finding underutilised 
spaces within the town’s rights-
of-way, particularly in the wide 
footpaths. This could include 
additional street furnishings or 
public art. There are a few parcels  
of  private  property  in the town 
centre  that might be considered 
aspirational to add to the public 
realm and expand public space.

4.2 STREETSCAPE 
FRAMEWORK

The plan makes recommendations 
for a number of streets in the town 
centre of Castlemaine. A streetscape 
framework establishes the types 
of streets and creates a hierarchy 
which can be used to better identify 
where the improvements should be 
both distributed and concentrated. 

Boulevard Streets

The boulevard streets are Barker 
Street, Forest Street and Templeton 
Street (between the railway station 
and Barker Street). These streets 
are the entrances and exits to the 
town, and should read as grand 
gateways. They could be lined with 
large trees on both sides of the road 
and within the median where one 
exists and where powerlines permit. 

Town Centre Streets

The core town centre streets 
are Mostyn Street, Lyttleton 
Street and Hargraves Street. 
The environment of these streets 
should support pedestrian and 

Find the underutilised spaces in the 
town and explore the opportunities

retail activity and create more 
comfortable places for people to 
sit and chat and ‘stay-a-while’.  

Neighbourhood Streets

The neighbourhood streets included 
in this project are Urquhart Street and 
Templeton Street between Barker 
Street and Hargraves Street. The 
philosophy for these streets should be 
the same for many of the residential 
streets in Castlemaine - leave them as 
they are. These streets are charming 
‘country town’ streets where the 
inconsistencies and imperfections 
make them what they are. Adding 
additional parking in a centre aisle 
or formalising parking in any way will 
permanently change the character of 
these streets and should be avoided. 

Frederick Street and 
Mechanics Street

Concept designs for Frederick Street 
and Mechanics Street have been 
created to investigate the creation 
of a network of back streets which 
promote pedestrian and bicycle 
activity, and a space for events. 7

Have fun with public art and 
temporary streetscape elements

Keep it quirky

6. Keep it quirky   

Part of the charm of a historical 
town is that the streetscape is not all 
‘perfect’. In so many instances, the 
streetscape oddities and peculiarities 
found throughout Castlemaine are 
what make the town so appealing. 

7. Have fun with temporary 
streetscape elements

Streetscapes can be bright, 
creative places in a historical town 
such as Castlemaine. Temporary 
features such as revolving public 
art, poster wall, festivals, parklets 
and loose furniture ensures that the 
historical fabric remains intact.

5

Reference the history of Castlemaine
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1 2

3

Green Castlemaine
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the wide streets of the town centre. 

Reference the history of Castlemaine Green Castlemaine

Improve pedestrian and bicycle connectivity Review the existing conditions to ensure that 
the urban environment provides accessibility 
to as many people as possible

4

3. Improve pedestrian and 
bicycle connectivity 

Walkability and bicycle access 
throughout the town centre could be 
improved by better access across 
Barker Street, Forest Street, Mostyn 
Street and Frederick Street.  Adding 
bicycle infrastructure will support 
a nascent bicycle community.  

4. Apply universal 
design principles.

Incorporate universal design 
principles into the urban environment 
to provide accessibility to as many 
people as possible, regardless 
of their age, level of ability, 
cultural background, or any other 
differentiating factors that contribute 
to the diversity of our community.

1 2
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4.1 GUIDING 
PRINCIPLES
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Improve pedestrian and bicycle 
connectivity

Apply universal design principles

Expand the public realm
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5. Expand the public realm 

There are many opportunities to 
create interesting and useful public 
spaces by finding underutilised 
spaces within the town’s rights-
of-way, particularly in the wide 
footpaths. This could include 
additional street furnishings or 
public art. There are a few parcels  
of  private  property  in the town 
centre  that might be considered 
aspirational to add to the public 
realm and expand public space.

4.2 STREETSCAPE 
FRAMEWORK

The plan makes recommendations 
for a number of streets in the town 
centre of Castlemaine. A streetscape 
framework establishes the types 
of streets and creates a hierarchy 
which can be used to better identify 
where the improvements should be 
both distributed and concentrated. 

Boulevard Streets

The boulevard streets are Barker 
Street, Forest Street and Templeton 
Street (between the railway station 
and Barker Street). These streets 
are the entrances and exits to the 
town, and should read as grand 
gateways. They could be lined with 
large trees on both sides of the road 
and within the median where one 
exists and where powerlines permit. 

Town Centre Streets

The core town centre streets 
are Mostyn Street, Lyttleton 
Street and Hargraves Street. 
The environment of these streets 
should support pedestrian and 

Find the underutilised spaces in the 
town and explore the opportunities

retail activity and create more 
comfortable places for people to 
sit and chat and ‘stay-a-while’.  

Neighbourhood Streets

The neighbourhood streets included 
in this project are Urquhart Street and 
Templeton Street between Barker 
Street and Hargraves Street. The 
philosophy for these streets should be 
the same for many of the residential 
streets in Castlemaine - leave them as 
they are. These streets are charming 
‘country town’ streets where the 
inconsistencies and imperfections 
make them what they are. Adding 
additional parking in a centre aisle 
or formalising parking in any way will 
permanently change the character of 
these streets and should be avoided. 

Frederick Street and 
Mechanics Street

Concept designs for Frederick Street 
and Mechanics Street have been 
created to investigate the creation 
of a network of back streets which 
promote pedestrian and bicycle 
activity, and a space for events. 7

Have fun with public art and 
temporary streetscape elements

Keep it quirky

6. Keep it quirky   

Part of the charm of a historical 
town is that the streetscape is not all 
‘perfect’. In so many instances, the 
streetscape oddities and peculiarities 
found throughout Castlemaine are 
what make the town so appealing. 

7. Have fun with temporary 
streetscape elements

Streetscapes can be bright, 
creative places in a historical town 
such as Castlemaine. Temporary 
features such as revolving public 
art, poster wall, festivals, parklets 
and loose furniture ensures that the 
historical fabric remains intact.

5

Keep it quirky
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Have fun with temporary 
streetscape elements

What we love about Castlemaine
Castlemaine is a picturesque, charming and relatively intact 19th century 
town in the goldfields region in Central Victoria. Appealing features include:

• Easily walkable and compact town grid

• Wide streets 

• Verandahs

• Magnificent street trees 

• Historical features like stone channels and kerbs

Innovative, creative, connected.

Opportunities for improvement
• Materials and aesthetics should reflect main street status

• Central car parking dominates streets views 

• Barker and Forest streets lack tree canopy and grandeur as town 
entrances

• Some wide main streets are difficult to cross in locations

• Narrow footpaths and poor design in pedestrian routes like Frederick 
Street 

• Tired, old and inconsistent street furniture

• Maintenance and decay of some stone cross overs and channels

• Inconsistent garden edging and kerb treatments

Streetscape Framework 

Town Hall  

Victory Park   

Supermarket 

Market 
Building

Western 
Reserve 

L Y T T L E T O N  S T R E E T 

F O R E S T   S T R E E T 

M O S T Y N  S T R E E T 

   

T E M P L E T O N   S T R E E T 

B A R K E R   S T R E E T 

Castlemaine 
Train Station 
60m west 

F R E D E R I C K   S T R E E T   

Library and Theatre 

NEIGHBOURHOOD          
STREETS 
Maintain the country 
town character in 
residential streets

BOULEVARD          
STREETS 
Create two grand 
boulevards with 
good pedestrian 
access

FREDERICK STREET AND 
MECHANICS LANE
Create a special street that 
prioritises pedestrian and 
bicycle movement, and 
offers a space for events 

TOWN CENTRE  
 STREETS
Support pedestrian and 
retail activity and make 
them safe, comfortable 
and vibrant for all users

H A R G R A V E S   S T R E E T  



Castlemaine Streetscape Plan and 
Design Standards Community 

Feedback Summary & Changes to 
Document

Executive Summary

In 2016, Council engaged Tract Consultants Pty Ltd to develop a Streetscape Plan and 
Design Standard (SPDS) for the Castlemaine CBD.

Community engagement has been important throughout the project. The SPDS is a genuine 
attempt to reflect the sentiment of a wide-ranging and often divergent community opinion.

The process of developing the SPDS has included four key interactions with the 
Castlemaine community:

 January 2017: an online survey to understand what the community liked about 
Castlemaine’s town centre and identify where improvements could be considered. 
The online survey received 139 responses

 March 2017: early findings and designs were presented to the Community Reference 
Group One. The group consisted of residents, traders and representatives from the 
community

 June 2017: further ideas were tested with Community Reference Group Two
 October 2017: a Listening Post was held on a Saturday morning in Mostyn Street 

where some of the proposed designs were displayed. The same materials were 
displayed on the Have your Say section of Council’s website for two weeks following 
the Listening Post

The information and feedback received informed the draft SPDS which was available for 
community comment between 8 November and 8 December 2019. During this period, 
feedback from 88 respondents was received.

The community consultation period was promoted through:

 a media release
 the Council Column
 social media
 an information package highlighting key messages was on display at the Market 

Building
 a direct approach to traders and businesses within the Castlemaine CBD

Information boards (reproduced from the SPDS and printed at A1) were displayed at the 
Market Building during this period. A limited number of hard copies of the draft SPDS along 
with feedback forms were available at the Market Building and the Civic Centre. The draft 
SPDS was available on Council’s website with the opportunity to comment by online survey.

A number of themes have emerged from the feedback which are summarised in the 
following pages. The key themes are:



 Signalisation of the intersection of Forest Street and Hargraves Street and the impact 
upon the miners statue

 Reduction of car parking spaces
 Activation of Frederick Street
 Consideration for cycling and pedestrian safety
 Trees

For your information, verbatim copies of the responses are also provided (refer to separate 
attachment)

Community Feedback Form Survey
1. What do you like about the draft Castlemaine Streetscape Plan and Design 

Standards?

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

2. What could we change or improve in the streetscape plan and/or design 
standards?

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

3. Do you have any other comments you would like to share?

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

4. Have you previously provided input or feedback on the plan (i.e. through a 
survey, listening post, workshop or submission on the earlier concepts)?

 Yes
 No

5. What is your connection to the Castlemaine CBD? (tick all that apply)
 I live here 
 I own a property here 

 I work here 
 I own a business here 
 I shop/socialise here 
 I use services here (including healthcare, library, bank, government services)



 Other (please specify)  

6. I usually get to the Castlemaine CBD by… (choose one of the following)
 Walking
 Cycling
 Driving (my own car)  
 Driving (passenger in a cab or other)
 Public Transport 
 Other (please specify)  

7. Where do you live? (choose one of the following)
 Castlemaine 
 Mount Alexander Shire (but not in Castlemaine)
 An adjoining shire
 Elsewhere

Please provide your postcode) 

8. My age range is: (choose one of the following)
 Under 15  60-69
 15-24  70-79
 25-39  80+
 40-49  Prefer not to say
 50-59

9. Would you like to stay informed on the outcomes of the plan?

 Yes

 No

If yes please supply your email address:



Community Feedback Key Themes 

44

13

31

Positive Negative Neutral

Overall Response 

Positive feedback 44
Neutral feedback 31
Negative feedback 13

[VALUE]

16

Positive Negative

Signalisation of the intersection of Forest Street and Hargraves Street and 
the impact upon the miners statue

Positive feedback 6
Roundabouts are a serious hazard
Roundabout is terrible for pedestrians
Negative feedback 16
Roundabouts more efficient then traffic lights
Miner sculpture is a landmark coming into the town
Maintenance and ongoing costs for additional traffic lights
Would slow down traffic



9
8

Positive Negative

Reduction of Car Parking Spaces

Positive feedback 9
Increase cycling and pedestrian access
De-emphasise parking
Loss of parking spaces is tiny compared to benefits
Negative feedback 8
Traders can’t afford to lose one parking space. Increased risk of out-shopping
Better to increase parking in CBD
Ageing community needs more parking 

10

2

Positive Negative

Activation of Frederick Street

Positive feedback 10
Improved use of Frederick
Prioritising pedestrian and cyclist access
Reclaiming some street space
Negative feedback 2
Leave Frederick Street as is 



44

2

Positive Negative

Considerations for Cycling and Pedestrians Safety

Positive feedback 44
More friendly for bikers and cyclists
Encourages activity with more footpaths and cycling options
More spaces that are friendly for people on bikes and on foot
Negative Feedback 2
Too much emphasis on "bike friendly" town

43

0

Positive Negative

Trees

Positive feedback 43
Greening the streets
Providing shade
Negative feedback 0



In response to the community feedback the following updates to the document have been 
made:

Page 
number

Draft SPDS as presented to 
Councillors on 24 September 2019

Updated SPDS following community 
feedback

15 Reference the History of Castlemaine
A successful project is one that 
references and respects the historical 
features of the town without 
overshadowing them or devaluing them 
with overly contemporary or faux-heritage 
streetscape elements.
If heritage features are used, they must 
have a strong connection to the history of 
the town.

Reference the History of Castlemaine
A successful project is one that 
references and respects the built and 
cultural historical features of the town 
without overshadowing them or devaluing 
them with overly contemporary or faux-
heritage streetscape elements.
If heritage features are used, they must 
have a strong connection to the history of 
the town. The inclusion of design 
elements that acknowledge the lands 
traditional owners and their ongoing 
connection with the area is important.

18 7.  Provide improved pedestrian and 
bicycle access from the town centre to 
Western Reserve by adding one or two 
pedestrian crossings on Forest Street. 
Consider removal of the existing 
roundabout at Forest Street and 
Hargraves Street and add traffic signals.

7.  Provide improved pedestrian and 
bicycle access from the town centre to 
Western Reserve by adding one or two 
pedestrian crossings on Forest Street. 
Consider removal of the existing 
roundabout at Forest Street and 
Hargraves Street, add traffic signals and 
relocate the miner’s statue to a high 
profile location within Castlemaine.

19 Barker Street is a VicRoads managed 
road and as such, these suggestions 
would require significant liaison.

Barker Street is managed by Regional 
Roads Victoria and as such, these 
suggestions will require significant liaison.

(throughout the document, other 
references to VicRoads have been 
replaced with Regional Roads Victoria)

21 Quercus robur (common Oak) Quercus cerris (Turkey Oak)

[throughout the document, other 
references to Quercus robur (Common 
Oak) have been replaced with Quercus 
cerris (Turkey Oak)]

33 Photograph of shop window Photograph has been cropped to exclude 
“For Sale” sign on shop window



Page 
number

Draft SPDS as presented to 
Councillors on 24 September 2019

Updated SPDS following community 
feedback

48 Bike hoops
Description
Street Furniture Australia Slim Hoop
sub-surface or core drilled fixed

Material
Mild steel hot dip galvanised

Colour
Galvanised

Bike hoops
Description
Commercial Systems BR7010
Bike Leaning Rail

Material
316 Stainless Steel

Colour
Satin Polished

Photo replaced with new model

48 Low Hooped Metal Fencing 
Description
Low fencing to deter pedestrian 
movement

Material
Mild steel hot dip galvanised

Colour
Galvanised

Low Hooped Metal Fencing 
Description
Low fencing to deter pedestrian 
movement

Material
Mild steel hot dip galvanised

Colour
Black

48 Rubbish Bins Rubbish Bins
Description
Commercial Systems LR6220
120 L Timber Bin Enclosure 2018

Tapered Frontry Lid 304SSTF and 
Tapered Frontry Lid 302SSTF Recycling 
Lid

Description
Furphy Foundry – Avenue Series
120 L Timber Bin Enclosure 

120L Litter Lid FFSB013002 and 120L 
Recycling Lid FFSB013004

Material/Colour
Walnut Enviroslates with a Mild Steel 
Powdercoated Frame in Satin Black 304-
7013 (PPG Commercial Performance)

Material/Colour
Timber slats oil finish with a Mild Steel 
Powdercoated Frame in Black (C/B Night 
Sky) Satin finish

NOTES
A small Shire logo should be 
incorporated.

NOTES
A small Shire logo should be 
incorporated.

60 Low Priority
Consider removal of the roundabout at 
Forest Street and Hargraves Street and 
add traffic signals

Low Priority
Consider removal of the roundabout at 
Forest Street and Hargraves Street and 
add traffic signals. In consultation with the 
community, relocate the miner’s statue to 
a high profile location in Castlemaine.

60 New addition

5.3 FURTHER COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT
The Castlemaine Streetscape Plan and 
Design Standard is a high level strategic 



Page 
number

Draft SPDS as presented to 
Councillors on 24 September 2019

Updated SPDS following community 
feedback
document. A number of the 
recommendations will result in a change 
to the existing streetscape and during the 
detailed design of these projects, further 
community engagement is required. 

Community engagement should consider 
the wider Castlemaine community, 
business community, traditional owners in 
accordance with the Dja Dja Wurrung 
Settlement Agreement and the town’s 
children as outlined in the Child Friendly 
Cities and Communities Charter, where 
appropriate.



Feedback:

Supported elements

Feedback:

Suggested changes / improvements / other comments

Officer response Officer recommendation

Traffic Lights – cnr Mostyn and Barker

Traffic lights corner Mostyn and Barker sts maybe ok ,if that was done you would not need a 

pedestrian on Barker st between Mostyn and Lyttleton sts. 

Roundabout Removal/Traffic Lights – cnr Forest Street and Hargraves Street

I would shift the taxi rank and or bus stop to between the Market and the RSL to remove the Forest St roundabout is madness, roundabouts are a lot more efficient then traffic lights. 

Frederick Street Activation

Leave Fredericks Lane as is. If you muck around with the road reserve in front of the Market make sure its still vehicle friendly, this idea that the CBD should be bikes and more bikes is rubbish.

Parking Space Reduction

I'm always wary of Council when you talk about small loss of car parking, CBD traders can't afford to lose one space. This mad idea councils have that people will ride a bike or walk to shop is a fallacy. Yes 

upgrade bike lanes on the main access roads into the centre but not within the CBD . The retail development in Maryborough and Kangaroo Flat is of concern to traders, outshoppng to these towns is huge, 

traders can't afford to lose one parking space. This is an above the state average age community you should be increasing parking not decreasing.

Initial community consultation suggested that the taxi rank needed to be move beyond the town centre with space 

for just one taxi at a time in Mostyn Street. Further investigation and community consultation is required.

Roundabouts are notoriously difficult for pedestrians and cyclists to cross. Changing the intersection to one that is 

controlled by traffic signals is for consideration. If implemented, it would dramatically improve access to Western 

Reserve and to the neighbourhoods south of Forest Street. Further investigation and community consultation is 

required along with liaison with VicRoads.

In line with 60% of respondents to an online survey, the conceptual proposal for Frederick Street is to create a 

shared street that allows access for vehicles, pedestrians and cyclists. The SPDS considers a proposed plaza in 

front of the Market building that will become a shared pedestrian and vehicle space. It will slow traffic, emphasise 

pedestrians frame the Market building, and offer an area of the street suitable for temporary events and closures. 

In response to Councillor comments and anticipated community feedback, measures to address the loss of four 

car parking spaces are proposed in the SPDS. Examples include, improved distribution of existing short-term 

parking throughout the town centre, a review of loading zone use/distribution and encouraging retail employees to 

park beyond the town centre to free up parking spaces for customers.

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback.  It is 

recommended however, that Council further investigate the options 

available to maximise the opportunities to offset the loss of car parking 

spaces. 

No comment Parking Space Reduction

Many car spaces have been lost - better to increase not decrease

In response to Councillor comments and anticipated community feedback, measures to address the loss of four 

car parking spaces are proposed in the SPDS. Examples include, improved distribution of existing short-term 

parking throughout the town centre, a review of loading zone use/distribution and encouraging retail employees to 

park beyond the town centre to free up parking spaces for customers.

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback.  It is 

recommended however, that Council further investigate the options 

available to maximise the opportunities to offset the loss of car parking 

spaces. 

No comment Putting the electricity poles underground and planting oak trees for summer shade would provide liveable, useable retail areas. Possible increases in temperature - particularly over summer months -  should 

be factored into any - and all - street plans - retail, suburban and urban.

Forest fires are a ‘given’ in summer and sometimes now, in the cooler months of the year.

All future planning - housing, factories, retail areas et al - should include European tree planting for future summer shade and shadow (and cooler environs) to escape the heat of the sun

The undergrounding of powerlines is proposed as part of the streetscape design for Frederick Street. The 

systematic undergrounding powerlines throughout other town centre streets is identified as a low priority and can 

be considered as part of future streetscape improvement projects..

Tree species selection considers the importance of preserving and enhancing the heritage character of 

Castlemaine. Consideration is also given to species adaptability to changing climatic conditions and its ability to 

adapt to urban conditions which is critical when aiming for a sustainable tree population. 

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

More Street Trees & Cycling/Pedestrians

I like the extra street trees and more friendly for walkers or cyclists. More seating is good too. Shade 

over car parking from trees will be desirable.

Plant more native trees Tree species selection considers the importance of preserving and enhancing the heritage character of 

Castlemaine. Consideration is also given to species adaptability to changing climatic conditions and its ability to 

adapt to urban conditions which is critical when aiming for a sustainable tree population.

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

More Street Trees & Cycling/Pedestrians

Trees, walkers, bike riders - less emphasis on cars

Roundabout Removal/Traffic Lights – cnr Forest Street and Hargraves Street

No more traffic lights. Extend to caring for nature in other streets

Very good children's playgrounds at the botanical gardens and Victory Park. Keep thinking of kids and people instead of cars

Roundabouts are notoriously difficult for pedestrians and cyclists to cross. Changing the intersection to one that is 

controlled by traffic signals is for consideration. If implemented, it would dramatically improve access to Western 

Reserve and to the neighbourhoods south of Forest Street. Further investigation and community consultation is 

required along with liaison with VicRoads.

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

More Street Trees & Cycling/Pedestrians

Greening of Barker Street and Forest St. Pedestrian crossings on Forest St and Barker St would be 

good.

Frederick Street Activation & Parking Space Reduction

Frederick St does need better pedestrian facility but car access is still important. Raised plaza in Mostyn St wold be a waste of money and serve no useful purpose. Car park spaces should not be reduced in 

Mostyn street. Already there were 30 or so spaces removed when the well used private car park behind the chemist was not re-leased a couple years ago. Centre parking is essential to maintain. It is much 

easier for older people to park in than having to negotiate reverse in street side spaces. If anything parking spaces should be increased around the business shopping area. I always have to drive around a 

few times to find a park. I am 68 years old.

The SPDS considers a proposed plaza in front of the Market Hall that will become a shared pedestrian and 

vehicle space. It will slow traffic, emphasise pedestrians frame the Market building, and offer an area of the street 

suitable for temporary events and closure.

In response to Councillor comments and anticipated community feedback, measures to address the loss of four 

car parking spaces are proposed in the SPDS. Examples include, improved distribution of existing short-term 

parking throughout the town centre, a review of loading zone use/distribution and encouraging retail employees to 

park beyond the town centre to free up parking spaces for customers. 

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

Cycling/Pedestrians & Frederick Street Activation

Like the idea of reclaiming some streetspace- i.e. Mostyn to pedestrian. i.e. Frederick Street

Could Barker St. be reworked incorporates a designated bike path/track/road. Would centre pull in parking with trees free up kerbside parking as an option. Further dense general street planting - Duke 

Street. Little trees under power lines - more please.

I would like bolder steps to try recreate 'a safe' bike link that easily navigates the town centre including Templeton Street - the station - a safe bike link to schools. Would like pedestrian crossing in Templeton 

Street - childcare centre

The SPDS recommends investigation of removing east- and west-bound right turn lanes in Barker Street to 

expand planted medians and provide adequate pedestrian and bicycle refuges in centre of road

The Walking and Cycling strategy recommends the relocation of major cycling routes off the primary arterial 

routes of Barker Street and Forest Street to utilise the quieter town centre streets of Frederick Street, Hargraves 

Street and Lyttleton Street.

All changes on Barker Street will require significant coordination with VicRoads.

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

Roundabout Removal/Traffic Lights – cnr Forest Street and Hargraves Street

Like the idea of traffic lights w. Barker/Mostyn Street intersection

More Street Trees

Like the idea of adding More Street Trees.

Roundabout Removal/Traffic Lights – cnr Forest Street and Hargraves Street/Miner Sculpture

Don't move the existing roundabout at Forest St./Hargreaves St. It is not an issue! Plus the miner sculpture is a landmark coming into the town. Traffic signals is Hargraves / Mostyn this is a very dangerous 

crossing for both cars and pedestrians. 

Add more contemporary furniture. Prefer contemporary palette to furniture heritage palette. Have curved edges for curbing. 

Keep the paved channels. Not sure about removing the designated right turns as this could congest traffic flow. 

Roundabouts are notoriously difficult for pedestrians and cyclists to cross. Changing the intersection to one that is 

controlled by traffic signals is for consideration. If implemented, it would dramatically improve access to Western 

Reserve and to the neighbourhoods south of Forest Street. Further investigation and community consultation is 

required along with liaison with VicRoads.

It is agreed that the miner’s statue is a Castlemaine landmark.  If the roundabout was removed, the statue could 

be relocated to another high profile location.

The goal of the SPDS is to upgrade streetscape furnishings to create a consistent palette of furnishings 

throughout the town centre. It will work with the good elements of the existing palette and augment it with new 

contemporary elements to provide some variation.

The plan has been updated to include relocation of the miner's statue 

to a high profile location in Castlemaine should the roundabout at the 

corner of Hargraves Street and Forest Street be changed to a 

signalised intersection. 

More Street Trees & Cycling/Pedestrians

Increased recognition of pedestrians. Additional street planting. Consistency of material use.

Roundabout Removal/Traffic Lights – cnr Forest Street and Hargraves Street

Additional traffic lights are unnecessary. Who pays for the maintenance and ongoing costs. The plans should include 'private' street furniture - particularly A frames and their design and location. 

How relevant will this plan be if we have a new supermarket on the edge of town and the 'town centre' moves.

The signalisation of the intersections of Hargraves Street / Forest Street and Mostyn Street / Barkers Street is for 

consideration following further community consultation and liaison with VicRoads. The cost of installation and 

ongoing maintenance will be subject to funding.

The use and location of private advertising and other merchandise within the streetscape does not form part of this 

project.  A new consolidated General Local Law is currently in draft and private furniture/goods on footpaths will 

be addressed as part of its review.

It is unlikely that the proposed new supermarket will result in the relocation of the town centre.

Council has introduced design and development controls over the site to ensure that any new supermarket 

(building) respects the important heritage, landscape and environmental values of the area, and makes a positive 

contribution to the gateway location. These  controls have been developed to ensure proposals achieve a high 

standard of design.

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

More Street Trees & Cycling/Pedestrians

Cyclist priority in Frederick & Mechanics. Canopy trees in Barker & Forest St. Improved pedestrian 

and cyclist access.

More cyclist safe access throughout town - more street seating. More places to park/lock bikes. We have a unique open space - front of market building - like a piazza. Do not put fixed structures here - 

portable planters only. Wide streets are quite unique to Castlemaine. Don't make it look like every other new concrete kerb jungle.

It is recognised that while cycling in Castlemaine is not currently a major mode of transport, in line with Council’s 

Walking and Cycling Strategy, opportunities to improve walking and cycling have been identified within the SPDS.

The SPDS considers a proposed plaza in front of the Market building that will become a shared pedestrian and 

vehicle space. It will slow traffic, emphasise pedestrians frame the Market building, and offer an area of the street 

suitable for temporary events and closures..

The intention of this document is to maximise the aesthetic appeal and function of the streetscape using the rich, 

intricate built form that already exists.  Recommendations are subtle, restrained and designed to highlight and 

improve upon the existing streetscape charm.

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

Cycling/Pedestrians

I like the emphasis on safe cycling. Car culture is dead. Plan for the future, plant trees, so this town is 

liveable in future years

More shade for cyclists. Safe road crossings for cycling in children The document includes recommendations for improvements to pedestrian crossings, street trees, bike 

infrastructure, shaded parking, and accessibility.  These were highlighted in earlier community consultation as 

requiring attention for improved streetscape amenity, shade and reduction of the urban heat island effect.

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

More Street Trees & Cycling/Pedestrians

Plantings. restricted car access

Don't block of access to Frederick St at Lyttleton Street intersection. Or block a right-hand turn into Lyttleton St from the southern part of Frederick St In line with 60% of respondents to an online survey, the conceptual proposal for Frederick Street is to create a 

shared street that allows access for vehicles, pedestrians and cyclists. Flow of traffic on Frederick Street will 

remain unchanged, although the opportunity to stop vehicles crossing Lyttleton Street ensures it does not become 

a cut through for vehicles. This intervention along with the proposed change of direction in Mechanics Street will 

improve pedestrian safety in the library/civic precinct and will facilitate the easier closure of Frederick Street and 

Mechanics Street to traffic for public events.

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

More Street Trees

Planting of more shade trees. Beautification of area in front of Market Building. 

No comment One of the guiding principles of the plan is to Green Castlemaine and the proposals within the plan seeks to do 

this. From a heritage prespective one of the key attributes of the Market Building is it's presence on Moyston 

Street. The document seeks to reinforce this by  framing rather than hiding the building with street trees.  

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback



Feedback:

Supported elements

Feedback:

Suggested changes / improvements / other comments

Officer response Officer recommendation

More Street Trees & Cycling/Pedestrians

Beginning with guiding principles, nature, pedestrians, cyclists, history aesthetics. I like the planned 

trees and reduction of the prioritising of the cars. I live in Mostyn Street and fully approve of trees (not 

plane trees because they kill people. Trees will have to be hardy) bikes and pedestrians.

Roundabout Removal/Traffic Lights – cnr Forest Street and Hargraves Street

I wouldn't put in any more traffic lights better to slow the traffic down. Hundreds cross from Western and to Market car park on Market days

Roundabouts are notoriously difficult for pedestrians and cyclists to cross. Changing the intersection to one that is 

controlled by traffic signals is for consideration. If implemented, it would dramatically improve access to Western 

Reserve and to the neighbourhoods south of Forest Street. Further investigation and community consultation is 

required along with liaison with VicRoads.

It is recommended as a medium priority to provide better pedestrian and bicycle access from the town centre to 

Western Reserve by adding one or two pedestrian crossings on Forest Street.

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

General

All points are excellent

No comment Council, Officers, the consultancy and the community have worked collaboratively over a number of years  to 

produce what is hoped to be a balanced plan for the long term amenity  and vibrancy of the Castlemaine 

Streetscape. 

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

More Street Trees & Cycling/Pedestrians

Greening the streets, providing shade, encouraging walking/cycling and being outdoors

Heritage:

Add more seating and lawn areas for people to sit/chat. Maintain the heritage palette. I think it's very much a part of Castlemaine

The goal of the SPDS is to upgrade streetscape furnishings to create a consistent palette of furnishings 

throughout the town centre. It will work with the good elements of the existing palette and augment it with new 

contemporary elements to provide some variation.

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

General

Basically I applaud the initiative. I have some additional comments in a separate submission. Any 

plan of this magnitude requires integrated action with owners of retail properties in CBD. Therein lies 

another challenge regarding their current state.

Pick up (possibly for staged development) on issues re empty shops and incentives needed, shops in disrepair, air con exposed, poor displays etc. And the ongoing issue about graffiti removal, 'dogs 

breakfast' signage, etc. I am going to make a separate submission and drop it into Council. It has some photographs. 

All efforts such as those planned are only piece meal cosmetic unless there is a bigger plan which incorporates new tri-level parking in current parking lot next to IGA and tackling of the issue of lower-income 

housing on top of such a multipurpose construction.  

The scale of the IGA and the market hall allows for such development of a suitable and experienced architect is employed to design such a bold initiative. 

Feedback is not within project scope No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

No comment Legend 1. This area should be car free and pedestrians only. It could be a great space with seats/entertainment at times. Cars could have turnaround each side of this area.  

Roundabout Removal/Traffic Lights – cnr Forest Street and Hargraves Street

Legend 7. Do not do away with roundabout. We do not need more traffic lights

Legend (point 1) - Consider a Mostyn Street Plaza in front of the Market Building that will become a shared 

pedestrian and vehicle space.

Officer Response

The SPDS considers a proposed plaza in front of the Market Hall that will become a shared pedestrian and 

vehicle space. The restriction of traffic along Mostyn Street is not considered to be a viable option.

Legend (point 7) - Provide improved pedestrian and bicycle access from the town centre to Western Reserve by 

adding one or two pedestrian crossings on Forest Street. Consider removal of the existing roundabout at Forest 

Street and Hargraves Street and add traffic signals.

Officer Response

Roundabouts are notoriously difficult for pedestrians and cyclists to cross. Changing the intersection to one that is 

controlled by traffic signals is for consideration. If implemented, it would dramatically improve access to Western 

Reserve and to the neighbourhoods south of Forest Street. Further investigation and community consultation is 

required along with liaison with VicRoads.

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

Cycling/Pedestrians

Plaza area proposal - great idea

No comment Council, Officers, the consultancy and the community have worked collaboratively over a number of years  to 

produce what is hoped to be a balanced plan for the long term amenity  and vibrancy of the Castlemaine 

Streetscape. 

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

Frederick Street Activation

I agree Frederick St and Mechanics Lane could do with a makeover similar to the suggested plan

No comment No comment No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

No comment Parking Space Reduction

I think parking is particularly difficult in Castlemaine. Traffic flow is very important with the Midland Highway going through in Barker Street

In response to Councillor comments and anticipated community feedback, measures to address the loss of four 

car parking spaces are proposed in the SPDS. Examples include, improved distribution of existing short-term 

parking throughout the town centre, a review of loading zone use/distribution and encouraging retail employees to 

park beyond the town centre to free up parking spaces for customers.

No changes to the flow of traffic in Barkers Street is proposed.  Any recommended modifications will require 

liaison with VicRoads.

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

More Street Trees

Pretty much everything is really great - especially the trees and gardens added in summer everyone 

always looks for shady parks. 

Cycling & Pedestrians

And more public art is great too. Anything our community does towards a more sustainable way of life 

is a more for the better. Making bike riding and walking more convenient is great 

Roundabout Removal/Traffic Lights – cnr Forest Street and Hargraves Street

I don't think traffic lights would be needed at Forest, Hargreaves round about location. This woudl slow flow of traffic too much - but a pedestrian crossing here could work. Anything our community does 

towards a more sustainable way of life is a more for the better. Making bike riding and walking more convenient is great 

Roundabouts are notoriously difficult for pedestrians and cyclists to cross. Changing the intersection to one that is 

controlled by traffic signals is for consideration. If implemented, it would dramatically improve access to Western 

Reserve and to the neighbourhoods south of Forest Street. Further investigation and community consultation is 

required along with liaison with VicRoads.

The Walking and Cycling strategy recommends the relocation of major cycling routes off the primary arterial 

routes of Barker Street and Forest Street to utilise the quieter town centre streets of Frederick Street, Hargraves 

Street and Lyttleton Street.

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

Parking Space Reduction

Removal of central parking in Mostyn Street. Increased promotion of cycling and pedestrian 

connectivity.

Maybe a 'walking street' on some evenings (it has become popular in Vietnam) We're not enamoured with the possibility of replacing the roundabout at Forest/Hargreaves intersection with traffic lights. We 

haven't had any problems there - 3 cyclists

Roundabouts are notoriously difficult for pedestrians and cyclists to cross. Changing the intersection to one that is 

controlled by traffic signals is for consideration. If implemented, it would dramatically improve access to Western 

Reserve and to the neighbourhoods south of Forest Street. Further investigation and community consultation is 

required along with liaison with VicRoads.

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

General

Mostly happy with the plan

No comment No comment No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

More Street Trees

The trees but not in Barkers Street, makes visibility too hard and dangerous for crossing

No comment As Barkers Street is a VicRoads asset, Council will work with VicRoads regarding the placement of trees with 

reference to parameters regarding sight lines, indicated traffic speed and relevant Australian Standards.

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

Cycling/Pedestrians

Improvements to footpaths along Frederick Street

Better crossing options on Mostyn

No comment The SPDS seeks to improve pedestrian connectivity on both Frederick and Mostyn Streets while ensuring vehicle 

movement is maintained.

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

The current Art Gallery operates in isolation from the heart of the City and needs to be better integrated as a specific area for enhancement and accessibility as it strives to improve its contents and image as 

well as visitor numbers. 

There is a desperate need for better signage in the centre and in key areas close to the centre especially streets leading to key locations. I have enclosed some pictures showing a dog's breakfast of 

inadequate and unattractive signage in key areas close to the centre. Similar pictures could have been taken all over Castlemaine but we need a rigorous policy which is widely applied. . It is of little use 

developing the centre if the surrounding shops are in all stages of appearance. You will see from the pictures how poorly presented many of the shops are - poor signage, graffiti, exposed air conditioning, 

peeling paintwork etc. etc. and no sense of style or consistency. As more businesses pit out seating on the footpaths too you are going to have issues about amenity, style, encroachment etc. and a 

consistent approach will be necessary for General improvement of the look of the Centre. 

The heart of the issue of parking is the lack of development of suitable 3 level parking next to the IGA. With some vision, there could be a three level building which is compatible with the IGA and the Market 

Building with opportunity to develop lower income housing on the third level. The pictures show that this would be compatible with the existing scale of the buildings already in place and could also provide 

under cover market places etc. for other activities from time to time. A visionary architect could make this happen. 

Vacant shops could be considered for a Council incentive scheme for start ups or other tenants for a period of time as rents are so high. 

Heritage iron furniture such as seats and lamps is not appropriate if the rest of the City Centre is shabby. If you cannot be consistent with heritage furniture and signage and paintwork and presentation of 

heritage buildings it is a waste of money and only window dressing. It would be preferable to stick to simple steel fixtures etc. if the heritage aspect is not treated thoroughly and consistently. 

When looking at the leading routes into to the Centre if you take Forest Street in which I have an obvious interest it is a good example of lack of a decent footpath beyond Camp Reserve, unsightly graffiti 

unattended in Forest Street and on the Railway Bridge and continual rubbish dropping. The photographs indicate long standing graffiti which suggests that it is acceptable in this City. There should be a 

Graffiti Squad which removes it as it occurs and continual emphasis placed on the unacceptable behaviour it generates. From personal experience I have observed persons crossing Barkers Creek on the 

two large tree trunks across the creek and then approaching the railway bridge unseen from the other side of the road. This is one way in which the current damage is being done and must be rectified. 

If the City is genuine about heritage, the signage issue is really well illustrated at Goldsmith Crescent - one of the most historic areas - where there is just an inadequate and largely unreadable street sign. I 

think The Mill shows us the benefit of consistency in signage, quality of garden and walkways and the value of integration of businesses. 

I think the worst outcome for the Centre would be a piecemeal approach and a lack of consistency in ensuring adherence to design principles. 

Quirkiness is fine, provided that the framework is high quality and long-lasting. 

General

I wish to congratulate the City on the initiative to review the central part of Castlemaine with the 

objective of improving appearance and functionality. I appreciate that it is difficult to please everyone 

but I wish to make the following comments; 

Frederick Street Activation

I strongly approve of the proposed approach to Frederick Street and Mechanics Lane as it opens up 

a number of opportunities for usage and traffic control. 

The feedback is noted and will be provided to relevant areas of Council as the majority of this feedback is not 

within the project scope.

The recommended furniture palette can be replicated beyond the CBD of Castlemaine and into other townships 

as required.

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback



Feedback:

Supported elements

Feedback:

Suggested changes / improvements / other comments

Officer response Officer recommendation

No comment The streetscape can be improved without losing any parking spaces. We have a major concern with any loss of street parking because it will reduce the number of customers coming into the town centre and 

consequently the viability of businesses in the town. Most shoppers use their cars to come into the centre for a variety of reasons including distance travelled from home to the centre, physical limitations or 

disabilities and as a necessity to transport heavy food and grocery items home. Limiting parking would further handicap the commercial centre which is already under significant competition from Kangaroo 

Flat and Maryborough. Any claim that cars can be substituted by customers using bicycles or coming in by foot is a folly. 

The footpaths are generally wide enough for the pedestrian traffic using them and are comparable in width to Melbourne urban and suburban centres which have much greater populations. They can easily 

support greater el fresco dining and bicycle parking. More bicycle parking is needed which can be provided at the outside edge of the footpath. A separate area should be provided, perhaps closer to the 

Maxi carpark for tricycles. 

Traffic flow could be improved by making a roundabout at the corner of Hargraves and Mostyn Streets. 

The walk area between the Maxi Supermarket building and the historic market is a disgrace and should be a focus of the plan. This area and the area in front of the Maxi Market building needs more paving 

and landscaping and both areas have the potential for outdoor art, cafes and More shade trees. 

Similarly Frederick Street could be closed off between Mostyn and Lyttleton Streets and turned into a pedestrian thoroughfare. Businesses should be encouraged to establish in this laneway. Something 

needs to be done with the abandoned carpark behind Bendigo Bank, this is an ugly embarrassment. Council should be able to force the owner to either sell or redevelop the site. 

We have also concerns with the appearance of poorly maintained commercial buildings in Barker, Mostyn and Lyttleton Streets. Council should have the ability to force owners to properly maintain their 

streetscape. Melbourne City Council is doing this and it a good example to follow here. 

We are not acquainted with the Community Reference Group referred to in the December 3 edition of the Midland Express and are curious about the level and broadness of consultation undertaken and the 

resulting community feedback received. We have similar concerns with the independent access review referred to in the same article. It is critical that these studies are representative of the whole community 

and consultation is as broad as possible.

In response to Councillor comments and anticipated community feedback, measures to address the loss of four 

car parking spaces are proposed in the SPDS. Examples include, improved distribution of existing short-term 

parking throughout the town centre, a review of loading zone use/distribution and encouraging retail employees to 

park beyond the town centre to free up parking spaces for customers.

The SPDS recognises that the wide footpaths provide many opportunities to create interesting and useful public 

spaces particularly in the wide footpaths which could include additional street furnishings or public art.

Roundabouts are notoriously difficult for pedestrians and cyclists to cross. Further investigation is required 

regarding this intersection with consideration given to a raised crossing (not zebra) with stone edging to demarcate 

an area for pedestrians.

The location of bike hoops are identified in the SPDS at key locations throughout the CBD.  The locations can be 

modified to account for any streetscape anomalies and requirements as they emerge overtime.

In line with 60% of respondents to an online survey, the conceptual proposal for Frederick Street is to create a 

shared street that allows access for vehicles, pedestrians and cyclists. The proposed changes will improve 

pedestrian safety in the library/civic precinct, facilitate the easier closure of Frederick Street and Mechanics Street 

to traffic for public events/markets and potentially pop-up business opportunities.

Feedback relating to the private carpark behind the Bendigo bank and appearance of commerical buildings is 

noted and will be provided to relevant areas of Council as this is not within the project scope.

Community engagement has been important throughout the project.  The projects early findings and designs were 

presented to a Community Reference Group. The group of invited residents, traders and representatives from the 

community provided project feedback and direction.

To ensure universal access and design provisions are appropriately addressed, an independent review by Access 

Solutions National has provided advice on mandatory requirements and advisory recommendations for the 

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

More Street Trees, Cycling/Pedestrians & Parking Space Reduction

I support all the proposed changes especially more street trees for shade, improving Frederick Street 

for pedestrians and more seating in the centre of town. There will be others who just complain about 

less parking spots but they have to remember that we all should be walking a bit more for our good 

health. 

No comment Council, Officers, the consultancy and the community have worked collaboratively over a number of years  to 

produce what is hoped to be a balanced plan for the long term amenity  and vibrancy of the Castlemaine 

Streetscape. 

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

Roundabout Removal/Traffic Lights – cnr Forest Street and Hargraves Street: 

Agree that roundabouts are a serious hazard for pedestrians. We support the removal and upgrade 

to the Forest and Hargraves intersection with traffic lights. 

Agree that this should be an ongoing process whereby valuable support can be given to the Shire 

and living experience by our members be considered in the development process. 

This submission acknowledges the need for careful design interventions and improvements to the CBD of Castlemaine and surrounds. We support any improvements that will facilitate the safe and efficient 

passage of residents and visitors alike to Castlemaine and generally the Central Goldfields district. All recommendations by Mount alexanders Shire need to be assessed on their individual merits. 

Believe that accessibility remains the most integral part of our submission. We will support the Shire on this issue but it must be noted there are some aspects of concern when it comes to materials - hard 

scaping - choices. It is noted that the aesthetic relevance of the visual heritage palette is in some cases inappropriate: 

• Granite and Bluestone blockwork creates trip hazards and damages mobility aids - such as power chairs, pushchairs, mobility scooters, walking sticks and 'wheelie walkers'. It is also a hazard to people 

with small children in prams.

• Stone banding would need to be carefully detailed.

• Rollover kerbing is a much safer option for both pedestrians and motorists. We would recommend that these design standards be explored further.

• Changes in colour and texture are a hazard to people with Low Vision and people living with Dementia.

• Stone channelling.

Street furniture - With the addition of all the extra street furniture I fixtures our concern is how this might impact on any future street trading policy I enforcement by Council. 

Agree that the stone drainage channels are a significant access barrier and should not be used where pedestrians may use the access way (e.g. as shown on page 31 in the new Frederick Street images, at 

road crossing points). There is a concern over the 0.6m wide stone channel I swale. Noted that all design options will be compliant to AS 1428 and would like to be informed when further details of the project 

are available. 

As outlined above reservations in supporting the use of stone banding, stone channels and stone kerbing. 

To ensure universal access and design provisions are appropriately addressed, an independent review by Access 

Solutions National has provided advice on mandatory requirements and advisory recommendations for the 

provision of access for people with a disability.

As part of any detailed design process choice of materials and finishes will be refined to respond to the site 

conditions and comply with all relevant Australian Standards.

It is not anticipated that the location of new public furniture will conflict with the new consolidated General Local 

Law currently in draft however, due consideration will be given to the Local Law and any streetscape anomalies 

and requirements as they emerge overtime.

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

More Street Trees, Cycling/Pedestrians 

I like the plan - especially the provision of more street trees and shared use of space & more 

pedestrian crossings & the regard to design & heritage aspects. Bench seating is a suggestion for 

some areas.

Frederick Street Activation:

Great plan for Frederick and Mechanics St.

Consistency in traffic speed limits throughout town centre to 40 km (N.B. Hargraves St between Campbell St to Roundabout. Clear labelling of recycle bins throughout town. Need to always provide 2 bins i.e. 

general waste and recycling bin together

Gazanias are spreading along streets - taking over kerb side plantings. Please no large advertising billboards - the large one at Castlemaine Carpets in Johnstone St. is an eyesore and a distraction to 

drivers

While the reduction of speed limits was a topic for discussion by the early community responses, the setting of 

traffic speed throughout the Castlemaine CBD  is not within the project scope.  A number of the SPDS 

recommendations will assist in the reduction of vehicle speed.

A waste and recycling bin is proposed  as part of the recommended furniture palette.

Feeback relatiing to Gazanias and advertising billboards will be provided to relevant areas of Council as it is 

beyond the project scope.

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

General

I am writing here in support of the plan. I think the whole plan looks very good.

I am extremely keen to see additional trees in the plan though I would add that fire retardant (deciduous or not flammable) trees are the obvious choice. I have had grave concerns regarding access into the 

town during a fire emergency with the happy valley native plantings and removal of ember retarding species such as poplar and American cottonwood. It would be a grave mistake to bring flammable trees 

any further into the refuge of the town centre.

There is a diverse range of views within the community about that which makes a desirable street tree.  Species 

selection is based upon its attributes to satisfy street and precinct urban character, tree requirements pertaining to 

available planting space, site restrictions, projected tree size at maturity and the ability of the species to survive 

within the urban environment.  While exotic species may have formed the majority of new and replacement tree 

plantings in the past, future tree selection will consider the importance of sustainably preserving and enhancing 

the heritage character of Castlemaine.

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

Thanks for the opportunity to comment on the Castlemaine Town Centre Streetscape plan

There are some good ideas in this plan. I strongly support the ideas (on page 53) to implement Water 

Sensitive Urban Design as it embodies the so called ‘Green-Blue’ approach to design. This is where 

intelligent use of water resources (stormwater runoff) AND plants provides outcomes that address 

the need for microclimate cooling in a heating and drying climate AND the need to improve water 

quality in waterways. If the plants were indigenous, we’d be achieving a third positive—engaging the 

community with its biological heritage and creating a tiny bit more habitat in a world facing an 

extinction crisis. 

I strongly recommend integrating the Streetscape plan with Mount Alexander Shire Council’s current Integrated Water Management project. This would provide the resourcing to implement these WSUD 

proposals and therefore this plan should:

• make storm water management strategy a higher priority than “medium”

• make rain gardens a higher priority than “low”.

There are also some bad ideas.

It is the responsibility of local government to model good environmental behaviour! Therefore the plan should NOT be recommending invasive species! Local governments (and their consultants) should 

always check the Advisory list of environmental weeds in Victoria before choosing species for municipal horticulture.

The Streetscape plan recommends Fraxinus pennsylvanica on page 24. While this species is currently considered ‘lower risk’ of going feral, planting of any species of Fraxinus in Castlemaine should be 

discouraged. Other Fraxinus species are very potent invaders of waterways. Mount Alexander Shire Council should be setting an example to the community by not using this genus in municipal horticulture. 

The Plan unfortunately also recommends Quercus robur on page 27. This species is currently considered medium risk for Victoria, but is already invading Forest Creek & Campbells Creek in Castlemaine 

and surrounds.

To model good environmental behaviour, local governments should also be making more use of indigenous species to celebrate our own unique environment (rather than perpetuate the current 

homogenising approach, slavishly aping European style). 

All the Plan’s specified street tree species are exotic—i.e., alien species from other continents! These species are biological deserts that perpetuate the absence of indigenous animals from town centre. 

Castlemaine city centre’s dominant birds are sparrows and feral pigeons. Use of even a few indigenous trees would at least attract occasional native birds.

For street trees there are several indigenous species that only grow to moderate size, such as: 

• Bursaria spinosa. Use the small tree form rather than the widespread local shrub form.

• Banksia marginata is a small to medium tree, formerly widespread that is now extinct as a wild remnant population in our district. We should be showcasing it to the community!

• Acacia implexa is a long lived medium tree best suited to elevated areas away from frost hollows. It is commonly used as a street tree in Brunswick and Northcote—why not here?

• Dodonaea viscosa. Use the small tree form from the Nuggetys near Maldon.

There are of course many more indigenous large tree species where size is not a problem and, where non-tree species are needed there is even more choice.

Initial discussions as part of the Integrated Water Management project have referenced recommendations of the 

SPDS.

There is a diverse range of views within the community about that which makes a desirable street tree.  Species 

selection is based upon its attributes to satisfy street and precinct urban character, tree requirements pertaining to 

available planting space, site restrictions, projected tree size at maturity and the ability of the species to survive 

within the urban environment.  While native tree and shrub species provide native animals and birds with food and 

habitat, many of the exotic tree species also serve a similar purpose.  Whilst it is recognised and acknowledged 

that this is desirable, the urban street tree resource is not primarily planted to provide this function.

Planting of indigenous vegetation is wide spread but their use as a suitable replacement street tree is unfortunately 

very limited.  Species considered to have the potential to be a serious environmental weed, will not be considered 

for planting.

In response to this feedback and to provide a more sustainable option, 

the Quercus robur (English Oak) has been replaced with Quercus 

cerris (Turkey Oak).

More Street Trees

I like the planting of trees in centre of streets with car parking. Reinvigorating the smaller green 

spaces that are currently under used around the CBD. The more green we can get in the better. 

The idea of making walking and riding more accessible is a must. Well organised car parking and in the adjacent to the CBD streets and more bike racks I think is important in this planning. Should we be 

looking at putting in some drinking/water bottle refilling stations?

As part of the Healthy Hearts project, a drink fountain and water bottle filling station is being considered for the 

corner of Hargraves Street and Mostyn Street along with additional bike racks and the installation of a E bike 

charge point at key locations within the CBD.

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback



Feedback:

Supported elements

Feedback:

Suggested changes / improvements / other comments

Officer response Officer recommendation

General & Parking Space Reduction

I wish to congratulate MASC for their future progressive vision for the town streetscape! The loss of a 

few parking spaces will be offset by the increase in bikes and pedestrians and it is great to see 

council prioritising people over cars!!!

You will make our town so much nicer to live in and attract more people as tourists or to live here.

No comment Council, Officers, the consultancy and the community have worked collaboratively over a number of years  to 

produce what is hoped to be a balanced plan for the long term amenity and vibrancy of the Castlemaine 

Streetscape. 

Cycling/Pedestrians

CycleSafe like the idea that pedestrians and cyclists are given some priority over cars and our town 

centre is becoming more people friendly and the safe trail/path network into the centre of town is 

being enhanced.   

To add to your priority of the plaza area outside the market building, it would be supreme to stop 

traffic at both ends of Mostyn so that the whole plaza area is protected from traffic. We hardly lose 

any parking and the cycle route down Frederick st would be protected from vehicles.. it would be SO 

NICE having that plaza area vehicle free!

Thanks,

We need to ensure the Frederick St crossings at Lyttleton St are raised and prioritised so cars need to give way, and that there is a designated cycle lane/s along the crossing and Frederick St.  This is also 

necessary at the crossing at the Mostyn St plaza where as this is a key cycle route for CycleSafe priority to join western reserve (and bike track) and the library.  The crossing across Forest St to Western 

Reserve also needs designated cycle crossing next to the pedestrian crossing.  In this way, pedestrian and cycle access routes from the Wesley Hill area and the Wesley Hill Recreation Reserve are 

prioritised, safe and enjoyable all the way to the Information Centre at market place, and the library.   

CycleSafe would have appreciated being invited to participate more fully in this project as we have priority routes we have identified in town and this is a cycling infrastructure project.  Why weren't we invited 

to the table to discuss ideas?

Proposals for the design of roads and intersections is high level.  Further investigation and community consultation 

is required as part of the design process.

Cycle Safe Mount Alexander were invited to participate as part of the Community Reference Group.

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

The plan has been updated to include relocation of the miner's statue 

to a high profile location in Castlemaine should the roundabout at the 

corner of Hargraves Street and Forest Street be changed to a 

signalised intersection. Community consultation on the location will be 

undertaken as part of this process.

Roundabout Removal/Traffic Lights – cnr Forest Street and Hargraves Street

• Forest and Hargraves intersection. Do not take the roundabout away out , do not remove the statue from the roundabout and install traffic lights. Turning the two lane into one lane is yet another stupid idea. 

The roundabout works fine as it is and allows for efficient vehicle and bike flow now. Why change it? 

That bulge on the South East, how the hell is a vehicle going to turn there without hitting another car? Quite frankly, the design is sub-standard and should be immediately rejected along with removing the 

north bound traffic lane. Bulge (Curb extension) on north west side taking out turning lane and the existing second lane. Again traffic flow will be impeded. Pedestrian crossings mid-block is a good idea.

• Forest and Barkers intersection. The plan looks like the turning lanes have been removed. Why? Apart from this traffic calming bs ideology. Keep the turning lanes so traffic can flow freely. That’s for both 

motor vehicle and cycle. If the cyclists can’t handle sharing a road, perhaps they should think of another mode of transport. Feet or cars work well. The last thing our town needs is traffic snarls which will tend 

to make residents think about shopping in Bendigo. This also for any other car parking spaces. Also it appears another bulge is on the south east corner which will slow traffic flow and may introduce a 

pedestrian hazard with articulated trucks turning south.

• Forest and Urquhart Street intersection. Another stupid bulge impeding traffic flow on the north east corner. 

• Barkers and Mostyn Street intersection. More bulges inserted and turning lane removed. Again why? it works ok now, but could do with a set off traffic lights/or roundabout to make vehicular traffic, including 

bike riders flow better

• Hargraves and Mostyn street intersection. More Bulges and road narrowing idiocy. If any intersection needs traffic lights, this one must be up there.

• Moyston and Urquhart street intersection. Another bulge on southwest corner and north of this it appears that Urquhart has been turned int a single north bound lane.

• Lyttleton and Hargraves street intersection. Bulges on the north side. Does the north west intersection need to be narrowed that much? Think about truck deliveries and the probability of a pedestrian 

getting pancaked. Better still, work out what you are going to say to the judge when you are called to account for this design.

• Templeton and Kennedy Street intersection. It has already been stuffed with what could only be described as ideologically driven drivel. An Example of “Traffic Calming” and it appears that that intersection 

will have yet another bulge narrowing traffic flow.

• Templeton and Barkers street intersection. Bulges narrowing traffic lanes again and what appears to be median strips on Templeton which will impede traffic flow again.

• Fredrick and Mechanics precinct. Left turns only?????????

• Moyston Street Plaza. Surely removing the taxi rank from the centre of the major shopping precinct to another location is a retrograde step. Will an elderly person lug their IGA shopping bags up Fredrick 

street to a new rank? I think not. Car park reduction must be minimised, otherwise people will say “stuff it, there is more parking room at Kangaroo Flat”. Slow traffic speed??? It already is slow. Any slower 

and a snail will beat the vehicles. Devise a slow point?? We already have it. It is called the Pedestrian crossing. Bollards to demarcate a “no car zone” is yet more traffic calming rubbish. A second pedestrian 

crossing like at the railway station? That’s a debacle, and someone wants another??. If one must go in, the other side of Fredrick Street, outside the ANZ would be better. Apart from the anti car ideology, the 

plaza plane is good as a first pass document, but it needs more work so pedestrians, cycles and vehicles all can use the street in a way that not one user is disadvantaged. 

• Walking and Cycling Strategy, and Bike Amenities. Yet another example of the rubbish our council and some of its councillors pushing the minority far left ideology on the vast majority that wants nothing to 

do with that crap. Just ditch it and save a lot of money. Concentrate on footpaths and roads that all can use, not wasting money on the worlds roughest rail trail, slowing vehicular traffic and clogging up 

streets with bulges (Kerb extensions) and removals of turning lanes and efficient roundabouts. 

This proposal could have been so much better if the ideological anti car rubbish was not followed. We need to attract people to our town, to shop, to enjoy the ambiance, to enjoy the heritage that started our 

town. People do not want to be stuck in a traffic snarl which unfortunately will happen if this plan is followed. Ditch the BS, let the traffic flow and plan something that is enjoyable for everyone. No matter what 

form of transport they choose to use. 

No comment Roundabouts are notoriously difficult for pedestrians and cyclists to cross. Changing the intersection of Hargraves 

Street and Forest Street to one that is controlled by traffic signals is for consideration. If implemented, it would 

dramatically improve access to Western Reserve and to the neighbourhoods south of Forest Street. Further 

investigation and community consultation is required along with liaison with VicRoads.

The miner’s statue is a landmark of Castlemaine and if the roundabout was removed, the statue could be 

relocated to another high profile location.

Proposals for the design of roads and intersections is high level.  Further investigation and community consultation 

is required as part of the design process.

Refurbish and add street furniture

I would support the return to the traditional Billman’s iron seating.I also support the traditional Council spacing of seats (for the elderly, etc.) but feel that they must carry a No Smoking sign so that they are not 

taken over by smokers to the exclusion of all others (who shouldn’t have to tolerate smoke).I support the return of all the missing seats (we’ve been waiting 2+ years for ours to be returned after a car hit it). I 

believe that new dog-tying posts must be added, so that bike racks can be for bikes (not dogs) and seats can be for people (not dogs).  Currently there is only one single bike rack in our block, and that is 

most commonly taken by people tying up dogs.

- Cafes want to keep their footpaths clear of street furniture so that they can put out their tables, but I don’t feel it is fair for them not even to accept their customers’ dogs…..thus the need for each café to 

have a “dog-tying post.”

Add Bike Stations and signage

- As above, there is only 1 small bike rack in our block that is used for tying up dogs so that bikes can’t use it.

- I was asked by Council if I would have this bike rack in front of my shop, which was fine by me, but I don’t think it is fair for me to now have to have it with all the barking dogs tied to it.

. Frederick Street – undertake detailed design and implement

- Could the empty carpark be purchased and transformed into a row of tiny specialist shops to which the shop incubators could move as they transition from the old hospital building?   Visualise a winding 

laneway (brick?), with turn-of-the century street lamps, with lots of bench seats to sit and have lunch, and garden beds, trees and shady verandas with tiny shops for browsing.  The current street alignment 

is due North so not the best for summer walking, but with some added trees and verandas, and a curve, the street itself could be a tourist draw card.  An attractive pedestrian lane could bring the centre of 

town together, linking Lyttleton St. and Mostyn St. and create a more interesting walking experience to draw visitors and locals out of their cars.  Perhaps two of the shops could function as heritage keeping 

places for artefacts from our Indigenous and Chinese heritages. Kerb-less brick or stone paving is best.

- Remember that it is crucial to have a parking officer to enforce parking before Frederick Street can go ahead (with a slight reduction in town parking).

Add passive mid-block crossings in medians along Barker Street & Forest St.

- Mid-block crossings are used extensively in both Barker & Forest Streets (in Barker St. to access the Library and shops, and in Forest St. to access the health services and craft market).

- I am uncertain of the exact design proposed, but the crossings need to be lowered to be at street level and need to be paved with bitumen. 

- In Barker St. a crossing should line up with the library footpath.

- In Forest St., one mid-block crossing should line up with the pathologist and another with the Western gate entrance to the Western Reserve from Forest St.

- These passive crossings could be an interim measure until anything else is negotiated with VicRoads.

. Investigate possibilities to expand the public realm – (two possibilities are mentioned, one in front of the IGA and another mentions the wide footpaths).

- The grassed space in front of the IGA is already used by a café.

- If it could be purchased or leased by the city, perhaps a simple break/cutting in the hedge on the Street side would enable better access from the footpath.

- Perhaps “permanent” round cement/tiled tables and seats could be installed to demonstrate a welcoming use.

- But no smoking signs would be essential to avoid their being taken over by smokers.

- The wide footpaths possess endless possibilities to expand into the public realm (reading to children on the seats, craft demonstrations, more planters).

- But again, smokers cannot be allowed to take over the footpaths as this excludes all other uses (for children, families, the aged, the health conscious).

- Many other Shires extended the ban on smoking to all of their CBD footpaths at the time of the ban at outside dining.

- The block of Hargraves St. (Theatre Royal Block) is ideal for a serious look at inclusion in the “public realm” with its burst into tourism and tourist shops.

- Council has already on its books a commissioned heritage shopfront plan (produced by Council’s heritage officer) which might be promoted in Hargraves St. to clean up and promote the heritage shopfronts 

and their derelict and mismatched signage and shopfronts.

- Nothing can be called a “public realm” as long as most of the public is excluded by smokers.

. Provide better pedestrian and bicycle access from the town to Western Reserve by adding one or two pedestrian crossings on Forest Street.

- While other crossings are negotiated with VicRoads, perhaps the two passive crossings could be used.

. Consideration of signalising the intersection of Mostyn and Barker Streets

- It is accepted by many walkers that another signal in Barker Street is unneeded.

- The existing 2 lights create a break for pedestrians at the Mostyn St. corner.

. Consideration of removal of the roundabout in Forest Street.

- Castlemaine is possibly not ready to lose its round-about.

- If other forms of crossing could be added away from the round-about, that could improve the crossing until further developments (Brendan Blake’s corner, gasworks corner) are finalised to show what future 

needs will be.

More Street Trees

- Add Street Trees to Forest Street and Barker Street medians

- I am happy that there is mention of medium/large canopy shade trees as needed.

- The former plantings of small prunus have been useless and dangerous as they block the view of 

traffic when crossing mid-block.

- The two major streets, Forest and Barker have different planting needs due to their different 

directional layouts.

- Many citizens want native trees and I believe that could work well in Forest St. Barker St. on the 

other hand needs deciduous trees because of the intensity of the West/East sun.

- Large deciduous tree canopies in the Barker St. median would protect the Library, P.O. and shops 

from the intense Western sun.

Parking Space Reduction:

. Strategically add trees to the centre of Mostyn St. to de-emphasise parking:

- I am very supportive of this, with medium/large deciduous shade trees.

- Some retailers will complain about any loss of parking spaces, but Council have to make sure that 

these retailers are not the ones parking their own cars in the street, and make sure parking is 

enforced.

- Many respondents discussed the difficulties in finding parking, yet I find that Council still does not 

appear to take the need for parking enforcement seriously.

- The role of parking officer will always be the last filled and the first to vanish into ranger/animal 

enforcement.

- Yet the design draft specifically asks Council to “enforce parking limits more rigorously” and 

“Encourage retail employees to park beyond the town centre.”

- The economy of Castlemaine relies on shoppers being able to access shops.  Every expert 

employed by Council has insisted that Council does not need to add to parking as long as they are 

willing to enforce the parking they have. But if they refuse to take this task seriously then we can’t 

plant trees in Mostyn St. but will have to build a new parking lot instead. 

- Add irrigation and understorey planting to Forest Street and Barker St. medians. I am very 

supportive of this (after hand watering trees in Barker St. for many years!

The goal of the SPDS is to upgrade streetscape furnishings to create a consistent palette of furnishings 

throughout the town centre. It will work with the good elements of the existing palette and augment it with new 

contemporary elements to provide some variation.  The inclusion of a dog-tying post could be considered on a 

case by case basis.

The location of bike hoops are identified in the SPDS at key locations throughout the CBD.  The locations can be 

modified to account for any streetscape anomalies and requirements as they emerge overtime.

The project to design the concept proposed for Frederick Street is in progress.

The car park in Frederick Street is private property and does not form part of this project.

A new consolidated General Local Law is currently in draft and the enforcement of car parking restrictions will be 

addressed as part of its review.

A SPDS high priority is to add passive mid-block crossings in medians along Barker Street to enable pedestrians 

to cross mid-block at refuge points.  A medium priority is to provide better pedestrian and bicycle access from the 

town centre to Western Reserve by adding one or two pedestrian crossings on Forest Street.



Feedback:

Supported elements

Feedback:

Suggested changes / improvements / other comments

Officer response Officer recommendation

More Street Trees

I love the idea of planting more shade trees - avenues - more shade in summer - absolutely essential 

as our summers are getting longer and hotter. The more shade trees the better.

Roundabout Removal/Traffic Lights – cnr Forest Street and Hargraves Street

I like the idea of removing the roundabout at Hargraves and Forest - at present it is hostile to 

pedestrians and cyclists.  I like the design elements.  I like the pedestrian / cycling conduit along 

Market/Frederick.  Fantastic.

I am really pleased with the long-term thinking, the recognition that we have to change our CBD 

public space design if we are going to keep being a liveable city with climate change.  

Impose a 40 km / hour speed limit throughout CBD including Forest and Barker

Cut Forest to single lane only from Urquhart to Barker

Pedestrian lights at South school across to proposed supermarket site

Barker Street and Forest Street are managed by VicRoads.  Proposals for the design of roads and intersections is 

high level.  Further investigation and community consultation is required as part of the design process however, it 

is understood that the reduction of speed limits on these roads would not be supported by VicRoads.  

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

General & Cycling/Pedestrians

I like it overall. I like the design ideas and concepts and the aspects that seek to retain heritage and 

also to make the town more pedestrian and cyclist friendly. 

More Street Trees

I particularly support increasing the amount of greenery and shade trees in the town centre, very 

important. Despite being a member of Landcare and having a largely native garden at my home, I 

very strongly believe that the street trees should all be suitable deciduous exotics as they provide 

better shade and are more effective at reducing the heat island effect.

Parking Space Reduction 

I get frustrated with people going on about parking. This town is good for parking, occasionally it 

takes a little while to find a park but really it's not a big issue and I have no problem with losing 4 or 8 

parking spots if it improves the streetscape. 

#1. I understand the study area is quite defined but I'm disappointed that it doesn't reference Forest Ck and it's importance and connection to the town. At the height of the gold rush it was the most famous 

creek in the world. There is considerable work and planning underway to improve it's condition and aesthetics and make it a more appreciated asset to the town. Whilst the plan rightly places a high 

emphasis on heritage features and links to neighbouring streets, it is most unfortunate that Forest Creek is not considered in the plan. 

#2. Water sensitive urban design needs to be a far greater focus of the plan, the impact of stormwater run off from the CBD on Forest Creek (pollutants, litter, nutrients) is profound and needs to be managed 

much better. E.g. increased pervious surfaces to allow for infiltration of stormwater to the ground, rain water tanks to intercept stormwater, litter traps, rain gardens, use of innovative systems for planting 

street trees (such as TreeParker or ArborSystem) where the tree is planted in a cavity below street level that captures stormwater to water the tree and keeps the roots from buckling the pavement.

#3. The visual of Hargraves Street (4.3.5) has a rain garden marked in the median strip, I'm not sure that this is going to be effective as the purpose of rain gardens is to intercept street run off into a 

vegetated area allowing the stormwater to infiltrate into the ground. The only way this one would have any effect would be if the camber of Hargraves St was changed to direct street run off to the median 

strip. 

#4. The other raingardens shown are a great idea, there should be more of them. All the vegetation plots shown in the Mostyn St Plaza concept should also be rain gardens.

Roundabout Removal/Traffic Lights – cnr Forest Street and Hargraves Street

#5.I think the roundabout at Forest/Hargraves should stay, it does a lot to keep traffic flow going. Maybe improve pedestrian / cycle access but keep the roundabout. 

#6. A number of the visual plans have bench seats placed at intersections e.g. Forest / Barkers, to be honest I can't see them getting much use. If people are at the intersections they're just waiting to cross 

over.

There is a comment on the map on p 20 4.3.1 Forest Creek that "Storm water management interventions ... ... ... to reduce heat island effect ..." This is incorrect, vegetation will reduce heat island effect, 

perhaps the reference should be to rain gardens. 

Management of Forest Creek forms part of the Castlemaine Urban Waterway Management Plan.

Council acknowledges that it plays a significant role in improving the environmental management of urban 

stormwater through development of stormwater plans and implementation of effective management practices and 

design measures to prevent wastewater discharge to stormwater drains and urban waterways. Council also 

acknowledges the aim of an Integrated Water Management Plan is to manage the demand for water by reducing 

it, assess the appropriate potable or alternative supply of water for the end purpose and apply best practice to 

stormwater management.  Accordingly, Council has engaged a consultant to develop an Integrated Water 

Management Plan for Castlemaine.

Initial discussions as part of the Integrated Water Management project have referenced recommendations of the 

SPDS and these will be considered as the project progresses.

Roundabouts are notoriously difficult for pedestrians and cyclists to cross. Changing the intersection to one that is 

controlled by traffic signals is for consideration. If implemented, it would dramatically improve access to Western 

Reserve and to the neighbourhoods south of Forest Street. Further investigation and community consultation is 

required along with liaison with VicRoads.

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

More Street Trees & Cycling/Pedestrians

I’d like to express my enthusiasm for the improvement to bicycle parking, routes and general 

awareness promotion in this plan. I am also very happy to hear of More Street Trees being planted. 

The plan on a whole looks to make or town more people friendly, be able to bring our community 

together more often and provide a beautiful space in which to shop, eat and be together. 

No comment Council, Officers, the consultancy and the community have worked collaboratively over a number of years  to 

produce what is hoped to be a balanced plan for the long term amenity  and vibrancy of the Castlemaine 

Streetscape. 

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

General 

All of it. The plan is comprehensive, considerate of all forms of transport, puts people at the centre 

accounts for our need for beauty and as natural an environment as possible. Good as it is. 

Congratulations.

Parking Space Reduction

The loss of 4 parking spaces in Mostyn St is tiny compared with the benefits to all 

No comment Council, Officers, the consultancy and the community have worked collaboratively over a number of years  to 

produce what is hoped to be a balanced plan for the long term amenity and vibrancy of the Castlemaine 

Streetscape. 

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

Cycling/Pedestrians

Improved amenity for pedestrians and cyclists especially in Mostyn Street. I wold prefer no cars at all 

in Mostyn St.

Pedestrian only mall in Mostyn Street between Hargraves St and Fredericks Lane. The SPDS considers a proposed plaza in front of the Market Hall that will become a shared pedestrian and 

vehicle space. The restriction of traffic along Mostyn Street is not considered to be a viable option.

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

Cycling/Pedestrians

I think the plan is terrific, particularly in improving the safety of the intersection of 

wheeler/Hargraves/forrest streets. Have been running the gauntlet there, along with children, on foot 

and bikes for years. :)

No comment Council, Officers, the consultancy and the community have worked collaboratively over a number of years  to 

produce what is hoped to be a balanced plan for the long term amenity and vibrancy of the Castlemaine 

Streetscape. 

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

Cycling/Pedestrians & More Street Trees

It makes the town a more welcoming and inviting space. It will provide more shade through the 

increasingly hotter summers. It encourages activity with more footpaths and cycling options. It shows 

a commitment to climate action. Congratulations to the Council on being pro-active in this way.

No comment Council, Officers, the consultancy and the community have worked collaboratively over a number of years  to 

produce what is hoped to be a balanced plan for the long term amenity  and vibrancy of the Castlemaine 

Streetscape. 

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

Cycling/Pedestrians

Improvements to pedestrian and bicycle movement.

Plaza proposal and calming of traffic in Mostyn Street.

Improvement to town entrances.

More Street Trees

Enhanced street planting. 

No comment Proposals for the design of roads and intersections is high level.  Further investigation and community consultation 

is required as part of the design process.

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

General & Cycling/Pedestrians

I think it's great. I am happy with it as is. Keep up the good work. I am a cyclist and a pedestrian and I 

am pleased to see our town creating more spaces that are friendly to people on bikes and on foot. 

Roundabout Removal/Traffic Lights – cnr Forest Street and Hargraves Street 

The roundabout is really terrible for pedestrians, so that change is most welcome.

More Street Trees:

The plans for more shade trees is also excellent.

No comment Council, Officers, the consultancy and the community have worked collaboratively over a number of years  to 

produce what is hoped to be a balanced plan for the long term amenity  and vibrancy of the Castlemaine 

Streetscape. 

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

General & Cycling/Pedestrians

I love this plan. As a mother of young children and some who walks alot. I love the idea of creating 

streets that encourage walking, cycling and connection. The greeting of people down the street and 

meeting people is what I love about a smaller town. It is vital to my mental well being. Making it safer 

for cyclist and people walking particular the elderly and children is a very good idea. We all need 

opportunities to slow down and connect as a community. So A+ on your plan love it. 

No comment Council, Officers, the consultancy and the community have worked collaboratively over a number of years  to 

produce what is hoped to be a balanced plan for the long term amenity  and vibrancy of the Castlemaine 

Streetscape. 

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

More Street Trees

I love the Mostyn St Plaza plan and the increase in street trees throughout the CBD, which will 

provide much needed shade and cooling as temperatures increase.

Cycling/Pedestrians & Street Art

I love the emphasis on pedestrian and cycle transport. I agree with others who say the initiatives in 

this plan will cut our greenhouse emissions. It is action on climate change and needs to be supported 

as such. I also love the possibility of street art and the balance of old and new design elements. A 

really thoughtful, well considered plan!

I'm concerned by the prospect of losing the Forest St bike lanes as I frequently ride from Camp Reserve to Wesley Hill return and wouldn't like to have to travel up Kennedy, along Lyttleton (with 

accompanying hills) and back down Hargraves or Urquhart just to get from East to West. I'd not like to see the loss of right turning lanes off Barker.

Could there be Stop signs and pedestrian crossings around the Hargraves / Forest intersection in place of traffic lights?

Also, if it's within the bounds of this plan, an extension of the (shared?) foot/bike path from the bottom of McGrath St. to Railway Ave (behind/ south of the road barrier)?

Lastly, I find the new-ish barriers on the Elizabeth St bridge really dangerous, as when you're exiting Langslow St you can't see Maldon bound traffic (or be seen by them) until you're really sticking yourself 

out into the intersection. Could the lower barrier to the S/W of that bridge be removed for visibility?

Proposals for the design of roads and intersections is high level.  While further investigation and community 

consultation is required as part of the design process, it is not intended that existing bike lanes will be removed 

from Forest Street..

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

More Street Trees, Cycling/Pedestrians & Frederick Street Activation

Improved amenity/shade and connectivity for pedestrians/cyclists, the idea of 'plazas' for events, 

improved ability to walk from edge of town into CBD area. 

The proposed works will encourage interaction within the community, make the CBD a more pleasant 

place to be which will encourage longer dwell times, and in turn increased local expenditure. 

No comment Council, Officers, the consultancy and the community have worked collaboratively over a number of years  to 

produce what is hoped to be a balanced plan for the long term amenity  and vibrancy of the Castlemaine 

Streetscape. 

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

Cycling/Pedestrians

It's fair and improves access and mobility for many forms of town transport.

No comment No comment No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

General

Yes, looks excellent. Do it. Thanks

No comment Council, Officers, the consultancy and the community have worked collaboratively over a number of years  to 

produce what is hoped to be a balanced plan for the long term amenity  and vibrancy of the Castlemaine 

Streetscape. 

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

General

I love the principles you are using and I think the projects are great

No comment Council, Officers, the consultancy and the community have worked collaboratively over a number of years  to 

produce what is hoped to be a balanced plan for the long term amenity  and vibrancy of the Castlemaine 

Streetscape. 

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback



Feedback:

Supported elements

Feedback:

Suggested changes / improvements / other comments

Officer response Officer recommendation

Cycling/Pedestrians, Frederick Street Activation & More Street Trees

I like that the direction is to create shared spaces particularly for pedestrians and cyclists. What 

makes Castlemaine great is being able to meet people in the street and chat and catch up informally 

and when our spaces encourage that our community also improves. The plans for Frederick st are 

exciting!

No comment Council, Officers, the consultancy and the community have worked collaboratively over a number of years  to 

produce what is hoped to be a balanced plan for the long term amenity  and vibrancy of the Castlemaine 

Streetscape. 

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

Roundabout Removal/Traffic Lights – cnr Forest Street and Hargraves Street

Removal of the roundabout (Forest/Hargraves) so much better for old and young! More Street Trees 

so welcome (make sure they are deciduous so we get summer shade and winter sun), Fredrick St. 

has needed a revamp for ages - fantastic ideas.

Parking Space Reduction & Cycling/Pedestrians

This is a fantastic proposal and I am very supportive. The small loss of parking will be more than off-

set by the better walking and cycling options provided.

We don't need very expensive street furniture and finishes, just all the substance of the proposals - Happy to forgo some of the fluff if that makes it affordable/achievable.

Need to get automatic call up and early green man at the two existing signalled crossings - so easy to do, just need to make the road authority do it.

The plan proposes a furniture pallete that is consistent and modest in cost. Any furniture and materials proposed 

will need to be within the budget envelop for each project. 

The suggestion of an automatic call up and early green man is noted and will be provided to relevant areas of 

Council .

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

General

Well done! I think this is a step in the right direction and you have my full support.

No comment Council, Officers, the consultancy and the community have worked collaboratively over a number of years  to 

produce what is hoped to be a balanced plan for the long term amenity  and vibrancy of the Castlemaine 

Streetscape. 

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

More Street Trees & Cycling/Pedestrians & Frederick Street Activation

That there are More Street Trees in town, better footpath and bike path facilities and

opening up Frederick Street as a thoroughfare. 

This is a great proposal that will help encourage walking and cycling as well as bringing a strong 

consistent urban design aesthetic. It is action on climate change we have a say on and needs to be 

supported.

Parking Space Reduction

Like that there is the removal of some car parking space to allow tree and vegetation planting, 

however I feel there will be some people up in arms about the loss of this. CBD business owners will 

need to be convinced of the benefits or other strategies. 

No comment Council, Officers, the consultancy and the community have worked collaboratively over a number of years  to 

produce what is hoped to be a balanced plan for the long term amenity  and vibrancy of the Castlemaine 

Streetscape. 

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

Cycling/Pedestrians

Yes to a more pedestrian friendly streetscape!

No comment Council, Officers, the consultancy and the community have worked collaboratively over a number of years  to 

produce what is hoped to be a balanced plan for the long term amenity  and vibrancy of the Castlemaine 

Streetscape. 

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

Heritage

Recognition and reinforcement of the historic character of Castlemaine with priority for pedestrians. 

Cycling/Pedestrians & More Street Trees

This benefits residents and attracts visitors. I particularly like the reinforcement of the 'boulevard' 

entry streets by removing central turning lanes and adding central street trees, and the 'Mostyn 

Street Plaza'.

This is a great proposal that will help encourage walking and cycling as well as bringing a strong 

consistent urban design aesthetic. It is action on climate change we have a say on and needs to be 

supported.

Do stop vehicles on Frederick Street crossing Lyttleton Street, and make traffic rise up to footpath level to access Frederick Street so that pedestrian priority is obvious.

All this is in vain if activity is sucked out of the area covered by these proposals by allowing a new large supermarket to be built out of the town centre. Trees and street furniture will not substitute hide empty 

shops.

In line with 60% of respondents to an online survey, the conceptual proposal for Frederick Street is to create a 

shared street that allows access for vehicles, pedestrians and cyclists. Flow of traffic on Frederick Street will 

remain unchanged, although the opportunity to stop vehicles crossing Lyttleton Street ensures it does not become 

a cut through for vehicles. This intervention along with the proposed change of direction in Mechanics Street will 

improve pedestrian safety in the library/civic precinct and will facilitate the easier closure of Frederick Street and 

Mechanics Street to traffic for public events.

Council has  introduced design and development controls over the site currently flagged to be a new supermarket 

to ensure that any new supermarket (building) respects the important heritage, landscape and environmental 

values of the area, and makes a positive contribution to the gateway location. These  controls have been 

developed to ensure proposals achieve a high standard of design.

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

More Street Trees

Lots of greenery and street trees in a part of town that needs it. It will enliven a central part of town.

it is a fantastic design. More shaded areas would be great. More drinking fountains would be lovely.

More shaded areas would be great. More drinking fountains would be lovely.

it would be great if the market building were given a more central focus in the town - it does not have a community feeling to it. 

The plan seeks to provide additional shade throught the provision of street trees. Drinking fountains are being 

incorporated as part of the Healthy Hearts Stage 2 project currently underay, and more can be considered as part 

of the detailed design process for works. The plan also proposes to give the Market Building additional 

prominance by framing it and creating a plaza space to the front of it that can be activated for events. 

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

No comment Parking Space Reduction

Reduce the parking in Mostyn Street is ok for your cause but it may well mean I’ll shop in Bendigo.

In response to Councillor comments and anticipated community feedback, measures to address the loss of four 

car parking spaces are proposed in the SPDS. Examples include, improved distribution of existing short-term 

parking throughout the town centre, a review of loading zone use/distribution and encouraging retail employees to 

park beyond the town centre to free up parking spaces for customers.

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

General

Thanks for the thought!

Yes, great to have these changes.

More Street Trees

I think the more shade tree protection we can get will make life more comfortable in terms of 

temperature, and  also facilitate increased social interaction as residents will be more inclined to 

“pass the time of day” if there is shelter from the sun.

As someone who needs a flat footpath I would be keen for Frederick St re-do to somehow separate vehicles, bikes and pedestrians. Remember pedestrians in that area will be carrying shopping bags and baskets and need space 

on the same level to pass those with prams, walking trolleys or dogs.

Wind is a big problem in Mostyn St. Is there any wisdom out there which could help ameliorate the icy blasts in winter? ( or autumn or spring or even summer this year)

The redesign of Frederick Street seeks to improve pedestrian amenity  by creating a street that prioritises 

pedestrian and cycle movement through the creation of a shared street. Bollards will be considered at the detail 

design stage to demarcate the "road' and the "footpath" in order to maintain a no car zone.

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

Roundabout Removal/Traffic Lights – cnr Forest Street and Hargraves Street:

The consideration of installing some kind of traffic signals / lights at Mostyn and Barker intersection.

Median strip safety being addressed for Barker St.

Safer crossing to Western Reserve.

More Street Trees/Heritage

The inclusion of more street trees along the streetscape.

The maintaining of heritage streetscape, such as stone gutter work.

I have 3 major safety concerns for all types of pedestrians and vehicles:

1 -  intersection of Mostyn and Hargraves.  Car drivers often confused about turning rights, it is a very confusing intersection.

2 -  intersection of Mostyn and Barker, this too is a confusing intersection and I always do my best to avoid it as a car driver or a pedestrian.  It is messy.

3 - thin median strips down Barker St make it really risky for anyone crossing.  Once I was crossing with a pram, and there wasn't enough space for me to stop there with the pram and a couple of other 

pedestrians.  It felt really unsafe.  Really pleased to see this is in the plan.    

A roundabout at the intersection of Hargraves Street and Mostyn Street has been considered and rejected as an 

option for this high pedestrian area as they are notoriously difficult for pedestrians and cyclists to cross. Traffic 

volumes do not warrant signalisation of the intersection.  Further investigation is required regarding this 

intersection with consideration given to a raised crossing (not zebra) with stone edging to demarcate an area for 

pedestrians.

Changing the intersection of Mostyn Street and Barker Street to one that is controlled by traffic signals is for 

consideration. If implemented, its intention would be to improve access to Barker Street. Further investigation and 

community consultation is required along with liaison with VicRoads.

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

The plan has been updated to include relocation of the miner's statue 

to a high profile location in Castlemaine should the roundabout at the 

corner of Hargraves Street and Forest Street be changed to a 

signalised intersection

Uniform bins, seats will only be satisfactory if kept maintained and CLEAN. 

Our current ones suffer badly from lack of maintenance, and recently a barrage of graffiti which is still on nearly every bin , sign, set and buildings. 

Different styles and art form could be part of the streetscape to enhance and recognise our artist culture. Alternately they could be made from sustainable materials or recycled materials. These are visible in 

other towns and seem to be working well. 

Crossovers: Whilst currently many are different, they have been previously approved by Council, and the new ones fitted in Lyttleton Street do not work as well as they are constantly blocked.

Metal fencing not necessary and where is it to be , not clear in plan.

Tree plantings has merit, both Mostyn & Barker St. If only the correct trees where chosen and we don't loose our beautiful historic plantings we have now to make the trees all uniform.

With the loss of street parking, Mostyn St could become nose in parking, most of the current vehicle accidents today are caused by bad driving e.g.: drivers backing out of parks, putting their foot on the 

accelerator and not brake, from the centre parking in Mostyn St.

To alleviate some parking, Council should revisit the Old Gas site at end of Urquhart St , to lease or purchase for all day parking. This would mean more parking for shoppers and the all day Council workers 

who are currently clogging up Templeton , Hargraves all day parking could be freed up. It is not acceptable the comment from one Councillor, that it is too far from the shops, we should be encouraging able 

bodied people to walk.

To make a safer and cleaner Barker/ Forest St, Council should revisit their plan for a ring road around the centre of town. This would take a large volume of traffic from our shops, making it cleaner and more 

peaceful.

No right turn into Barker St from Mostyn will only create havoc and create a problem in Kennedy St having to carry more vehicles. With the timing of the 2 traffic lights now, allows satisfactory flow.

the IGA complex is already acceptable, as it was retained in the front as a historic record of the former High School, and remains a recreational area now. As it is privately owned, a different proposal would 

be unlikely to happen.

Roundabout Removal/Traffic Lights – cnr Forest Street and Hargraves Street/Miner Monument

Definitely no more traffic lights at cnr Mostyn and Barker. Doing this will mean a bank up of trucks . Only 2 double bogies will fit in this space at once between Lyttleton St. The traffic would then start banking 

up to Campbell Street. Many, many hours were spent with different parties to get a safe and well timed slots for the 2 sets of traffic lights. They currently allow for traffic to turn right from Mostyn into Barker, 

and for pedestrians to safely cross in between light changes, Forest and Templeton Sts.

- The islands in centre of Barker already allow pedestrians to cross. It is encouraged though, for them to use the lights where possible. I believe there is a legal rule re the crossing of roads where there are 

lights.

- Cnr Hargraves & Forest St. leave our beautiful miner where he is, promotional material and TV series have featured this. The roundabout works well enough and more lights would create a back up of traffic 

along Forest Street , causing havoc getting out of the car park behind Market Building.

- A zebra crossing would be helpful along Forest Street, if placed in the right position.

- It is not clear on plan where the zebra crossing is in Mostyn St, either , will it remain where it is?

- A raised road surface is not necessary for Mostyn St. There is a distinct area now in front of the Market building which works well when the need arises.

Frederick Street -Please don't take away our historic guttering, Harcourt hand cut stones, laid by inmates at our own prison, all those years ago, day in day out they paid for their incarceration with this "hard 

labor" in all weather conditions. If anything this area should be restored including the footpath on the one side. I overheard a visitor who used to live here say, oh look at those gutters, Castlemaine used to be 

all like that once, and Council have mucked it up with this terrible concrete. Each year we loose more and more of our historic past, please retain. The other reason being is they are well designed for our 

heavy down pours and run off etc.

The other footpath, Frederick st, though narrow is quite sufficient for wheel chairs and prams etc., being an even surface.

the Street is too narrow for the proposed use of food vans, seats, bollards and plantings. There is a major electricity pole , not pictured. The land along this lane has private ownership and needs to allow for 

access to property. The ANZ bank when sold would also need access if the new owner wished. If the vacant land becomes shops, or units or a combination of both, even more access would be needed for 

vehicles to come and go , this would make this area unsuitable for recreation, or events without continual disruption to the owners of the properties. With obstacles such as seats, bollards etc. people backing 

out would be constantly having difficulty.

Mechanics lane varies slightly as it only has one private owner on one side and a wider street. Having traffic go a different way will cause much confusion and affect the flow which occurs now, to take the 

No comment The proposed litter and recycle bins surrounds are constructed with a composite, recycled plastic.  The style is off 

the shelf and in keeping with several existing bins (timber slats) in Castlemaine.  They are to be powder coated 

black in keeping with the proposed colour of other furniture (seats, lamp poles).

New and refurbished crossovers will be constructed in accordance with equality of access in line with Disability 

Discrimination Act (DDA), Access to Premises, National Construction Codes (NCC) and the Australian Standards.

Metal fencing is for consideration as required and may only be used as a temporary fixture.

The SPDS recommends investigation of removing east and west-bound right turn lanes in Barker Street to expand 

planted medians and provide adequate pedestrian and bicycle refuges in centre of road.

In response to Councillor comments and anticipated community feedback, measures to address the loss of four 

car parking spaces are proposed in the SPDS. Examples include, improved distribution of existing short-term 

parking throughout the town centre, a review of loading zone use/distribution and encouraging retail employees to 

park beyond the town centre to free up parking spaces for customers.

The SPDS suggests that the public realm could be expanded. In consultation with the property owner, 

consideration could be given to the space in front of the existing supermarket to create a “mini park/plaza” 

immediately adjacent to Mostyn Street.

Changing the intersection of Mostyn Street and Barker Street to one that is controlled by traffic signals is for 

consideration. If implemented, its intention would be to improve access to Barker Street. Further investigation and 

community consultation is required along with liaison with VicRoads.

Roundabouts are notoriously difficult for pedestrians and cyclists to cross. Changing the intersection to one that is 

controlled by traffic signals is for consideration. If implemented, it would dramatically improve access to Western 

Reserve and to the neighbourhoods south of Forest Street. Further investigation and community consultation is 

required along with liaison with VicRoads.

It is agreed that the miner’s statue is a Castlemaine landmark.  If the roundabout was removed, the statue could 

be relocated to another high profile location.



Feedback:

Supported elements

Feedback:

Suggested changes / improvements / other comments

Officer response Officer recommendation

More Street Trees & Cycling/Pedestrians

More Street Trees - good. 

Remove deep gutters good 

Forest St pedestrian crossing good

Shade trees  will they drop leaves to be a slippery wet hazard for bikes. Plazas good but need 

rounded corners

Inevitably people will hit the corners - so plan for that.

Re. Mostyn St Plaza - should have rounded corners to reduce vehicle damage from U-turns

Do not remove dedicated right-hand turn lanes - bad idea

5 - is already a public area 

6 - do we really need more traffic lights - and lose the country feel of the thown. What about speed humps instead. - 40 k zone.

Roundabout Removal/Traffic Lights – cnr Forest Street and Hargraves Street

7 - please leave roundabouts - slowing vehicle speeds for pedestrians is a better way to go. Rumble strips, whatever use your imagination. Re. Mechanics lane - one way most traffic, not convenient for 

library patrons, looking for a park - bad idea. Ditto for Frederick St/Lyttleton St treatment. 

Forest St. Pedestrian Crossing - good idea

The SPDS recommends investigation of removing east- and west-bound right turn lanes in Barker Street to 

expand planted medians and provide adequate pedestrian and bicycle refuges in centre of road.  All changes on 

Barker Street will require significant coordination with VicRoads.

Guiding Principles No. 5 – Expand the public realm.  The concept is to identify underutilised areas of private space 

within the streetscape to expand public space.  The photographed area on the corner of Mostyn Street and 

Hargraves Street is privately owned and maintained.

Roundabouts are notoriously difficult for pedestrians and cyclists to cross. Changing the intersection to one that is 

controlled by traffic signals is for consideration. If implemented, it would dramatically improve access to Western 

Reserve and to the neighbourhoods south of Forest Street. Further investigation and community consultation is 

required along with liaison with VicRoads.

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

More Street Trees & Cycling/Pedestrians

Increased tree canopy and irrigation channels. Pedestrian crossings without lights - helps keep traffic 

flowing but drivers act with caution

Ensure full canopy is possible over roads. Pruning would need to ensure tall vehicles can access the streets. Mix of cars and pedestrians is very risky. I would advise either one or the other. It would be 

foolish to remove established trees before the new trees reach maturity. It would be foolish to remove established trees before the new trees reach maturity.

Tree species selection considers the importance of preserving and enhancing the heritage character of 

Castlemaine. Consideration is also given to species adaptability to changing climatic conditions and its ability to 

adapt to urban conditions which is critical when aiming for a sustainable tree population.

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

More Street Trees

Tree plantings, more seating around the town near shops. Cast iron park benches - not modern

Roundabout Removal/Traffic Lights – cnr Forest Street and Hargraves Street/Miner Monument

There is no need for any more traffic lights. Anywhere. Leave Roundabout at Forest Street and Hargreaves Street. Pedestrian crossing would be adequate. If the above roundabout is removed - where will 

the monument to the diggers be? Leave it alone.

Roundabouts are notoriously difficult for pedestrians and cyclists to cross. Changing the intersection to one that is 

controlled by traffic signals is for consideration. If implemented, it would dramatically improve access to Western 

Reserve and to the neighbourhoods south of Forest Street. Further investigation and community consultation is 

required along with liaison with VicRoads.

 If the roundabout was removed, the statue could be relocated to another high profile location.

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

More Street Trees & Cycling/Pedestrians/ Frederick Street Activation

Street tree plan, walking and cycling plan, Mostyn St. Plaza, plans and Frederick St and Mechanics 

Lane

Human drinking fountain. Concert space for buskers, performers, dog drinking fountain, pooh bag post. 

Roundabout removal Traffic Lights/Miner Monument

Please keep the roundabout on the corner of the Hargraves and Forest Roads. Do not remove Miner's roundabout. No lights here

As part of the Healthy Hearts project, a drink fountain and water bottle filling station is being considered for the 

corner of Hargraves Street and Mostyn Street. 

Roundabouts are notoriously difficult for pedestrians and cyclists to cross. Changing the intersection to one that is 

controlled by traffic signals is for consideration. If implemented, it would dramatically improve access to Western 

Reserve and to the neighbourhoods south of Forest Street. Further investigation and community consultation is 

required along with liaison with VicRoads.

 If the roundabout was removed, the statue could be relocated to another high profile location.

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

Cycling/Pedestrians & More Street Trees:

Prioritise pedestrian and cycle culture 

De-prioritise car culture

More deciduous canopy shade trees

Frederick St should be a car free space between Mostyn and Templeton St. Pedestrians and cyclists need car free travel routes in order to feel safe and enjoyable. Not so keen on Mostyn St. Plaza idea 

would prefer money to be allocated to more shade trees - we need more shade.

In line with 60% of respondents to an online survey, the conceptual proposal for Frederick Street is to create a 

shared street that allows access for vehicles, pedestrians and cyclists. Flow of traffic on Frederick Street will 

remain unchanged, although the opportunity to stop vehicles crossing Lyttleton Street ensures it does not become 

a cut through for vehicles. This intervention along with the proposed change of direction in Mechanics Street will 

improve pedestrian safety in the library/civic precinct and will facilitate the easier closure of Frederick Street and 

Mechanics Street to traffic for public events.

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

More Street Trees & Cycling/Pedestrians

More greenery and pedestrian priority in the streets that need them very inviting and open

Some parts could use less emphasis on 'Melbournising' the areas. Love the idea of Frederick St but keep in a shared space for a less commercialised use. The more extra greenery the better in my opinion 

this has been shown to cool down urban environments and promotes a brighter and more beautiful space to be in.

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

More Street Trees: 

More shade trees

I would like to walk from Railway Station into town without being exposed to hot and dry burning climate - need more shade The SPDS identifies proposed location of street trees in all streets within the study area to provide more shade 

and a more comfortable streetscape environment.

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

General

Overall, I think it is a fine plan with the right sort of objectives.

Traffic Lights 

The plan says that traffic lights would be considered instead of the fountain. I think that is a backwards step. Firstly the fountain is good, secondly the roundabout works very well for traffic and finally as a 

walker I find traffic lights not especially 'user friendly' - they are geared for vehicles not pedestrians. What about a zebra crossing outside the IGA/Market square carpark. 

Roundabouts are notoriously difficult for pedestrians and cyclists to cross. Changing the intersection to one that is 

controlled by traffic signals is for consideration. If implemented, it would dramatically improve access to Western 

Reserve and to the neighbourhoods south of Forest Street. Further investigation and community consultation is 

required along with liaison with VicRoads.

If the roundabout was removed, the statue could be relocated to another high profile location within Castlemaine.

It is understood that a zebra crossing in Forest Street would not be supported by VicRoads.  A medium priority is to 

provide better pedestrian and bicycle access from the town centre across Forest Street to Western Reserve by 

adding one or two pedestrian crossings on Forest Street.

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

More Street Trees, Cycling/Pedestrians & Frederick St. Activation

I love the urban greening/shading and cooling of streets - so vital for climate change. I love increased 

pedestrian access and bike access; Thrilled about the potential for community space and pop-up 

events on Frederick Street; love aspirational ideas about community space outside the Market 

building. I love WSUD design and using stormwater for urban greening. I think this is a brave, inspiring 

and creative vision for Castlemaine that will energise the centre of town and will foster a sense of 

community and generate new ideas about how we live in our town.

Consider climate change when selecting street tree species to maximise chance of thriving trees in 30 years time. Completely block off Frederick Street to cars to make it a real pedestrian mall and 

community gathering space.

In line with 60% of respondents to an online survey, the conceptual proposal for Frederick Street is to create a 

shared street that allows access for vehicles, pedestrians and cyclists. Flow of traffic on Frederick Street will 

remain unchanged, although the opportunity to stop vehicles crossing Lyttleton Street ensures it does not become 

a cut through for vehicles. This intervention along with the proposed change of direction in Mechanics Street will 

improve pedestrian safety in the library/civic precinct and will facilitate the easier closure of Frederick Street and 

Mechanics Street to traffic for public events.

Tree species selection considers the importance of preserving and enhancing the heritage character of 

Castlemaine. Consideration is also given to species adaptability to changing climatic conditions and its ability to 

adapt to urban conditions which is critical when aiming for a sustainable tree population.

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

Despite principle number 1, there is no reference at all to the Aboriginal history or heritage of the town or plans to engage with traditional owners about incorporating design elements, signage and wayfinding 

that reflects, acknowledges and honours their ongoing connection. This should be addressed. I understand such engagement is required under the Dja Dja Wurrung Settlement Agreement.

There is no reference to the Victorian Local Governance Association (VLGA) Child Friendly Cities and Communities Charter (the Charter), which, according to the Mount Alexander Shire Council Annual Plan 

2019-20 is to be adopted by Council by December 2019. While the Plan contains elements that are likely to benefit children, the principles of this Charter should guide the Streetscape plan. In my view, the 

principle of ‘freedom for children to experience environments that consider their need’ supports the need to strengthen some of the design standards (particularly to improve safety for children who are on 

foot and to make transport by bicycle a safer option for them: I elaborate on this below). The Charter also supports the view that some improvements that are currently categorised as medium or low priority 

that should be high priority. 

For example ‘provide better pedestrian and bicycle access from the town centre to Western Reserve by adding one or two pedestrian crossings on Forest Street’ is currently characterised as medium priority. 

As a father of a toddler, I have found crossing Forest Street with a pram to be extremely unsafe and have seen how perilous the crossing can be for others with small children and also for older people and 

those with limited mobility. This is particularly the case when the Farmers and Artists markets are on. In line with the principles of the Castlemaine Streetscape Plan and the Charter, this should be a high 

priority. On the same basis, considering signalising of the intersection of Mostyn Street and Barker Street to provide safe access across Barker Street Barker is a high priority, not a low one. I have 

experienced and witnessed the safety issues that are presented to young families with small children when crossing, given the high speed at which cars travel along Barker Street and the lack of safe space 

to wait with a pram. The proposed additional passive mid-block crossings in medians along Barker Street will improve the situation and are classed as a high priority, but consideration of signalling should 

occur with high priority (with smart crossings so there is time for those with limited mobility to cross). An alternative would be to reduce the speed limit to 30 km/h on Barker Street in the study area.

While the plan notes that ‘Adding bicycle infrastructure will support a nascent bicycle community,’ the design standards need to be improved to make this a reality. 

As the plan highlights, the goal of Council’s Walking and Cycling Strategy is to improve and increase walking and cycling in the shire. The plan is stated to present an opportunity to utilise the wide streets to 

provide safer bicycle passage through the town, but this is not adequately realised as currently drafted. It is important that the latest walking and cycling design guidance is followed, which is not the case 

under the plan as currently drafted (possibly due to the time lapse since development and engagement back in 2017). I would be happy to find the appropriate contacts to discuss this at the Department of 

Transport or within local governments.

The recommendation to add and/or refresh bike lanes needs to be strengthened to reflect the latest evidence around cyclist safety. Adequately separated bicycle lanes should be created, as the evidence 

shows that so called ‘regular’ and ‘buffered’ bike lanes of the type shown in the plan (single chevron) do not promote cyclist safety and are a barrier to increasing walking and cycling. So called regular 

bicycle lanes provide no physical separation and buffered lanes provide insufficient physical separation. 

Community engagement for the Walk, Cycle Greater Bendigo Strategy (2019) and the City of Melbourne’s Bicycle User Confidence Study (2017) both found that the proportion of people who are confident to 

ride increases enormously if physical separation is installed. The City of Melbourne Study found that this rises from 22% to as much as 83%. In Greater Bendigo’s community engagement “70% of 

respondents indicated that they would be comfortable riding in a bike lane that is protected or physically separated from motor vehicle traffic.” By contrast, less than 5% of female respondents and less than 

10% of male respondents are comfortable riding a bicycle in traffic in Greater Bendigo. A 'regular' bike lane is effectively, in traffic.

Bike lane design guidelines developed by the City of Melbourne (COM Guide) in 2019 draw on national and international best practice and data around cyclist injuries and fatalities to conclude that physically 

separated kerbside bike lanes are the preferred option for all streets that have a speed limit of over 25 km/h. Double Chevron lanes (that is buffered with road markings on both sides) is the next preferred 

option on roads with speed limits under 50km/h. Single Chevron lanes (the buffered lanes in the Plan) are described as ‘Less Desirable Bike Facilities’ which should only be considered in situations where 

insufficient road width or traffic speeds/volumes prevents installation of above treatments.’ 

To ensure cyclist safety on Mostyn Street between Hargraves Street and Frederick Street, and on Frederick Street itself, in addition to sharrows, speed limits should be dropped to no more than 25 km/h. The 

CoM guide notes that “in view of the vulnerability of cyclists, if involved in crashes with vehicles travelling over 30 km/h, it is preferable to only establish shared traffic-bike lanes in situations with low traffic 

volumes and low operating speeds. The general concept is that cyclists can integrate relatively safely with traffic travelling at, or below 25 km/h and that segregated bike lanes should be installed along roads 

with higher operating speeds.” In addition there needs to be driver education about the meaning of sharrows, as the town is currently very car dominated and the concept of a shared road that cyclists have 

equal right to occupy centrally, will require resourcing and effort. 

Finally, there does not appear to be bike hoops in detailed street by street designs except on Barker Street, which should be addressed to ensure that cycling is a viable alternative to driving and parking a 

car.

Impact mitigation strategies for the loss of a small amount of parking should also include exploring more community transport options and advocacy to the State government for a more frequent bus service to 

make modes of transport other than cars more viable (especially for the ageing population and young families with children). My suggested improvements to bicycle lanes and infrastructure will also help 

make this a more viable option for children and families. I would be happy to be contacted to discuss this further or provide contacts that have expertise in this area

Cycling/Pedestrians & More Street Trees

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Castlemaine Streetscape Plan and Design 

Standards (the Plan). I like the principles, the focus on pedestrian amenity and safety and provision 

of shade as key elements. I also like the aim that the environment of the town centre streets ‘should 

support pedestrian and retail activity and create more comfortable places for people to sit and chat 

and ‘stay-a-while’. 

I like the idea of expanding the public realm by opening up the space in front of the supermarket and 

the prioritisation of strategically adding trees to the centre of Mostyn Street in key locations to de-

emphasise parking and provide more shade generally throughout the centre. This is crucial to 

address heat vulnerability, particularly in light of climate change impacts. 

I like the idea of a Mostyn Street Plaza in front of the Market Building that will become a shared 

pedestrian and vehicle space, provided there is adequate traffic calming and measures to clearly 

prioritise pedestrians and their safety.

Frederick Street Activation

I like the idea of creating a pedestrian and cyclist prioritised Frederick Street and Mechanics Street 

and extending the Frederick Street materials and design details across Mostyn Street and through 

the pedestrian walkway to the car park behind the Market Building. However, the design standards 

need to be strengthened to safely achieve this (with a maximum speed limit of 25 km/h as outlined 

below). 

I support the recommendations include bike signage around town, bike boxes at key signalised 

intersections and add at least four bike stations throughout the town.

Officers acknowledge the lack of reference to Aboriginal history and the  Victorian Local Governance Association 

(VLGA) Child Friendly Cities and Communities Charter (the Charter),  this omission will rectified in the final 

document as both are valuable inclusions to help guide the on going design and delivery of the public realm 

upgrades. 

Smart crossing can be incorporated into signalised crossing points. As these crossings are a Vicroads asset and  

require integration with the current signal system and phasing, Council will need work with VicRoads to see if such 

crossing are appropriate and feasible.

The SPDS is a high level strategic document, during detailed design bike lane configuration will be looked at in 

greater detail to ensure they meet relevant Australian Standards and are fit for purpose within the character of the 

road.

The plan has been updated to include reference to the Dja Dja 

Wurrung Settlement Agreement and the Child Friendly Cities and 

Commmunities Charter.



Feedback:

Supported elements

Feedback:

Suggested changes / improvements / other comments

Officer response Officer recommendation

No comment Your footpaths focus too much on city people. Eg. Excellent paths from railway to Maldon. Bike and walking trail. The work in Forest St is further proof of this. How about local residents. Moyston St footpath is 

a hazard - uneven etc., Yes young mothers pushing prams up View St - Reckleben St - Gaffney St. Have to walk on the road 

The footpath from Castlemaine IGA plus liquor - walking from shop to Campbell Street needs much attention. Uneven surfaces hazard for the elderly.

One of the guiding principles of the plan is to Apply Universal Design Principles. To ensure that this is 

appropriately addressed, an independent review by Access Solutions National has provided advice on mandatory 

requirements and advisory recommendations for the provision of access for all.

The comments regarding the condition of footpaths will be provided to relevant areas of Council

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

In relation to the Standards. Design standards should not be set / put in place ahead of public prior 

consultation with residents. Local knowledge should be taken into consideration for the benefit of the 

community during the design. 

Parking Space Reduction:

Provide much needed parking in the CBD.

Roundabout Removal/Traffic Lights – cnr Forest Street and Hargraves Street/Miners Monument

The very popular Castlemaine icon, Miners monument at the Forest & Hargreaves Street intersection should remain, and NOT be replaced with traffic / pedestrian lights. 

In response to Councillor comments and anticipated community feedback, measures to address the loss of four 

car parking spaces are proposed in the SPDS. Examples include, improved distribution of existing short-term 

parking throughout the town centre, a review of loading zone use/distribution and encouraging retail employees to 

park beyond the town centre to free up parking spaces for customers.

Roundabouts are notoriously difficult for pedestrians and cyclists to cross. Changing the intersection to one that is 

controlled by traffic signals is for consideration. If implemented, it would dramatically improve access to Western 

Reserve and to the neighbourhoods south of Forest Street. Further investigation and community consultation is 

required along with liaison with VicRoads.

It is agreed that the miner’s statue is a Castlemaine landmark.  If the roundabout was removed, the statue could 

be relocated to another high profile location.

The plan has been updated to include relocation of the miner's statue 

to a high profile location in Castlemaine should the roundabout at the 

corner of Hargraves Street and Forest Street be changed to a 

signalised intersection. 

No comment The Plan states that Council aims to "Replace aging plane trees with alternative species that are adaptable to climate change and urban conditions" 

Could someone please give me facts based on research that the plane trees are "aging" (e.g. when they were planted, the average age of an English Plane in southern Australia and therefore the basis upon 

which they are near the end of their expected healthy life.

Also prove that English Plane trees are not or substantially less adaptable to climate change and also explain how substantially different an alternative tree would be in adapting to urban conditions. Our 

plane trees are beautiful examples and not at all aged or in poor condition. 

To rip them out and replace them significantly prematurely with young trees (even larger specimens) would leave our streetscape bare for many years.

This part of the Plan is formed on flawed logic

The SPDS does not recommend the removal of all Plane trees.  It is true that some Plane trees are ageing and an 

ageing tree population requires increasing resources to manage and sustain.  It is suggested that the Plane trees 

could be replaced with an alternative species. The recommendation for Templeton Street is that the existing Plane 

trees are retained as the preferred species.

Tree species selection considers the importance of preserving and enhancing the heritage character of 

Castlemaine. Consideration is also given to species adaptability to changing climatic conditions and its ability to 

adapt to urban conditions which is critical when aiming for a sustainable tree population.  Each tree and group of 

trees would be assessed for its/their suitability as a street tree 

Given the value of the existing tree population, the community’s desire for shade, maintaining a tree canopy and 

the potential vulnerability to the future challenges such as climate change and the urban heat island effect, 

working towards greater species diversity is a high priority. Without diversity, the street tree population is at greater 

risk from extreme events such as drought and climate change, and from the urban heat island effect.

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

No comment Cycling Pedestrians/Parking Space Reduction

I wish to vehemently object to the plans, especially the unnecessary replacement of kerbing etc. Money can be spent elsewhere on more essential works relating to core responsibilities like roads and fuel 

reduction works.

As for the increased emphasis on "bike friendly" town that's a joke. We already have heaps of under-utilised

bike lanes and tracks. Apart from pandering to bureaucrats who are enamoured of the "smart city" concept, ratepayers like me see it as a waste of money. 

One thing ignored and not specifically mentioned is the demographics for our area, which has a high proportion of elderly residents over 55 and many older.

The elderly aren't bike riders, in fact its the reason the number of disabled car parks was increased. The elderly (of which i am one) aren't interested in being more friendly to bike riders but in being able to find 

a carpark near the shops when I come into town to shop. We need MORE carparks not less!. As for the Arts let them look after themselves, it falls into the luxury category. 

The plan responds to feedback to provide bike infrastructure, emphasise pedestrians and slow traffic. Council is 

very aware that our shire has a high proportion of people over 55 this plan seeks to ensure that our public realm is 

accessible to all.

There are no plans to remove disabled car parking within the CBD. 

Measures to address the loss of four car parking spaces are proposed in the SPDS. Examples include, improved 

distribution of existing short-term parking throughout the town centre, a review of loading zone use/distribution and 

encouraging retail employees to park beyond the town centre to free up parking spaces for customers  

Council values the vibrant arts and cultural sector's contribution to the Shire and acknowledges the  

the importance of arts and cultural activity as a contributor to: community health and wellbeing;

enhancing public spaces; and the economic benefits that this sector brings to  the Shire through activities and 

events. 

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

More Street Trees

I like the fact you are planting More Street Trees and improving rubbish bins etc. and the streetscape

Parking Space Reduction

Urgent - create more parking spaces! You are taking away at least 5 carparks. There is nowhere to park which is driving customers away from businesses. Possibly use middle of Forest Street for more 

parking - also vacant space next door to old police station and vacant land opposite  IGA - parking should be a priority.

In response to Councillor comments and anticipated community feedback, measures to address the loss of four 

car parking spaces are proposed in the SPDS. Examples include, improved distribution of existing short-term 

parking throughout the town centre, a review of loading zone use/distribution and encouraging retail employees to 

park beyond the town centre to free up parking spaces for customers.

The suggestion to utilise the centre median of Forest Street is not viable.

The vacant car parking area in Frederick Street is private property and outside of the project scope.

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

Cycling/Pedestrians/ Frederick Street Activation

Improving pedestrian flow and usage of Frederick St and Mechanics St.

Roundabout Removal/Traffic Lights – cnr Forest Street and Hargraves Street

Entrance to the town via Forest St is currently disappointingly bland - good to see this plan addressing this issue BUT please do not put traffic lights at Forest/Hargraves St. The open street space in front of 

the Market Building should be retained. This space can be used for occasions of town significance (car shows, festivals, large gatherings). It also preserves the wide street feel and view onto the building 

itself.

Roundabouts are notoriously difficult for pedestrians and cyclists to cross. Changing the intersection to one that is 

controlled by traffic signals is for consideration. If implemented, it would dramatically improve access to Western 

Reserve and to the neighbourhoods south of Forest Street. Further investigation and community consultation is 

required along with liaison with VicRoads.

The SPDS recommends consideration of an open plaza in front of the Market Hall that will become a shared 

pedestrian and vehicle space. It will slow traffic, emphasise pedestrians, frame the Market Hall and offer an area 

of the street suitable for temporary events and closures.

The plan has been updated to include relocation of the miner's statue 

to a high profile location in Castlemaine should the roundabout at the 

corner of Hargraves Street and Forest Street be changed to a 

signalised intersection. 

No comment Roundabout Removal/Traffic Lights – cnr Forest Street and Hargraves Street/Miners Monument:

I am upset about the removal of the roundabout on the corner of Forest and Hargreaves St is a ludicrous idea.  It is the sculpture that welcomes everyone to our town.  There are hardly any accidents at this 

intersection and it is unique.  Traffic lights would ruin the streetscape in this particular case.  The rest of the plan looks good.

Roundabouts are notoriously difficult for pedestrians and cyclists to cross. Changing the intersection to one that is 

controlled by traffic signals is for consideration. If implemented, it would dramatically improve access to Western 

Reserve and to the neighbourhoods south of Forest Street. Further investigation and community consultation is 

required along with liaison with VicRoads.

The plan has been updated to include relocation of the miner's statue 

to a high profile location in Castlemaine should the roundabout at the 

corner of Hargraves Street and Forest Street be changed to a 

signalised intersection. 
Heritage/More Street Trees & Cycling/Pedestrians & Parking Space Reduction

Would appreciate the old features of Castlemaine shine and the green trees being the focus of 

Castlemaine.  Remove some parking to make walking and cycling to the city centre, more accessible 

and safer.  Allow for more bike parking. Make parking vehicles a little further out of the immediate 

town centre, other than the disabled parking.

No comment One of the guiding principles of the plan is to Reference the Heritage of Castlemaine and Green Castlemaine and 

the proposals within the plan seeks to do this. The plan responds to feedback to provide bike infrastructure, 

emphasise pedestrians and slow traffic.

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

No comment I am hoping that you will allow me to purchase a hard copy of the Draft Streetscape design plan. It is a document very dear to my heart that I will need to keep for future use. I wouldn’t even need for it to be 

spiral bound, but could put the pages in a book form myself. If I could obtain a copy, please reply-email and I will come to pick it up.

A hard copy of the document has been provided to the resident free of charge. No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

Cycling/Pedestrians & More Street Trees

I would also like to congratulate the council on the new footpaths being installed along Wheeler 

Street, at William Street and Pleasant Street, an increase in footpaths all over town would be great to 

help pedestrians leave the car at home.

My final suggestion is to plant as many shade trees as possible, of course drought tolerant varieties 

are a preference, as well as species that have longevity.  Further planting through the entry to our 

wonderful town of Castlemaine, down Duke Street would be lovely from Wesley Hill and would be a 

good addition where there is none.

I would like to contribute my feedback to the Castlemaine streetscape plan by suggesting a few things.

I see in this week’s Midland Express that the Macedon Ranges Shire are trialling a verge planting collaboration between residents and council. 

There are guidelines for residents to follow, so they can plant out their own verge (nature strip).  I would love to see that happen here. The suggestion to trail verge planting in collaboration with the community is noted is beyond the scope of this 

project, it will be provided to relevant areas of Council 

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

No comment General

Not a real lot to like about it.

Seems the draft has wasted a lot of money on consultants from Melbourne to reinvent the wheel in a country town 

Council, Officers, the consultancy and the community have worked collaboratively over a number of years  to 

produce what is hoped to be a balanced plan for the long term amenity and vibrancy of the Castlemaine 

Streetscape. 

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

More Street Trees:

I like the trees

Cycling/Pedestrians

The bike parking is too big

Bike parking within the CBD is strategically located. During detailed design an appropriate number of bike hoops 

will be provide so as not to impede throughfares. 

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

Cycling/Pedestrians & Public Art: 

The shared roadways to allow more foot traffic and better spaces for local community events. Also 

having more spaces for plants. The public art idea I also like

No comment Council, Officers, the consultancy and the community have worked collaboratively over a number of years  to 

produce what is hoped to be a balanced plan for the long term amenity  and vibrancy of the Castlemaine 

Streetscape

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback

Cycling/Pedestrians

Long over-due attention to better biking facilities

No comment Council, Officers, the consultancy and the community have worked collaboratively over a number of years  to 

produce what is hoped to be a balanced plan for the long term amenity  and vibrancy of the Castlemaine 

Streetscape

No change recommended to plan in response to this feedback
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1.  INTRODUCTION 
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1.1 PROJECT 
BACKGROUND

In November 2016, Mount 
Alexander Shire Council 
commissioned a team of landscape 
architects, urban designers and 
town planners to develop designs 
for the town centre streetscapes 
of Castlemaine and Maldon. 

A community engagement process 
led to a conceptual streetscape 
plan, design principles and design 
standards for both towns.

The streetscape plans cover a number 
of components including pedestrian 
connectivity, safer crossings, street 
trees, and improvements to public 
spaces. The design standards 
provide detail for streetscape 
elements such as street furniture, 
paving materials and crossovers.  

These streetscape plans and 
design standards will guide 
Council and the local community 
in the future management, 
maintenance and improvement 
of the historically and socially 
significant town centre streetscapes 
of Castlemaine and Maldon.

1.2  PURPOSE OF 
DOCUMENT

Streets are the primary public spaces 
in all towns. They are where the life of 
the town happens - where people go 
about their daily routines, where they 
run into neighbours and stop to chat, 
where they grab a cup of coffee and 
sit on a bench to watch the world 
go by, and where shopkeepers 
show their wares. They are 
important social spaces, in addition 
to being central to all movement 
and access within the town.  

With some small improvements and 
careful design interventions, the streets 
of Castlemaine could be improved 
for residents, visitors and business 
owners - to be more attractive, more 
functional, and more sympathetic to 
the historical features of the town.  

This document provides strategic 
streetscape direction, in 
addition to practical short-term 
recommendations that Council 
can implement immediately. The 
strategic recommendations include 
some larger, more expensive 
streetscape projects, which can 
be planned and budgeted for by 
Council over a number of years. 

Castlemaine: Study Area

F OR E S T   S T 

B A R K E R    S T 

H A R G R A V E S    S T 

M O S T Y N  S T 

L Y T T L E T O N   S T 

T E M P L E T O N   S T 

IGA

TOWN HALL

VICTORY PARK

LIBRARY

The design standards 
component provides a palette 
of recommendations that respect 
the history of Castlemaine  while 
maintaining  streetscape  consistency,  
improved  functionality  and  amenity 
across Castlemaine’s town centre. 

This project concentrates 
on the public realm, which 
includes the components of the 
streets and footpaths. Building 
facades are not included. 

1.3 STUDY AREA

The focus of the study area is the 
town centre of Castlemaine including 
Forest Street, Mostyn Street, Lyttleton 
Street, and Templeton Street generally 
between and including Barker Street 
and Hargraves Street. Refer to the 
map Castlemaine: Study Area. 



2.  CASTLEMAINE TODAY 
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2.1 ESSENTIAL 
QUALITIES OF 
CASTLEMAINE

Castlemaine is a picturesque, 
charming and relatively intact 19th 
century town in the goldfields 
region of Central Victoria. There are 
a number of specific streetscape 
elements that make the town centre of 
Castlemaine an appealing destination 
for residents and visitors alike. 
• The town centre street grid 

is compact allowing the 
town to be easily walkable. 
It is often bustling.  

• The wide streets provide 
opportunities for street trees, 
ample footpaths and verandahs. 

• The wide footpaths and intact, 
often continuous verandahs 
provide an aesthetic and 
functional benefit. Businesses 
can utilise the protection and 
width of the footpaths to 
display their wares, which also 
contributes to the town’s charms. 

• Mature street trees both in the 
footpath and the road also 
add to the town’s charm.

• Heritage features such as 
the stone channels and kerbs 
are consistent throughout 
the town centre.

1 The town centre is built around a compact street 
grid making it walkable and often bustling.

2 The wide streets provide opportunity for street 
trees, ample footpaths and verandahs.

3 The historical and often continuous 
verandahs are an important feature.

4 Quirks and curiosities appear throughout the 
town for those who are willing to look.

5Large canopied mature trees 
add to the town’s charms.

6 Stone kerbs and channels are a key feature. 
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• The layers of history in the 
town centre result in quirks 
and curiosities that make 
it more interesting. The ad 
hoc nature of tree planting 
also adds to the charm. 

These components are the essential 
qualities of Castlemaine. They 
need to be protected, maintained 
and subtlety enhanced to keep 
the town’s character intact.

2.2 STREETSCAPE 
DETRACTORS

While the streetscape of 
Castlemaine’s town centre has 
overwhelming appeal, there 
are some aspects that do not 
contribute positively. The purpose 
of this project is to identify these 
and make recommendations 
to improve the town centre. 

1. Mostyn Street and Barker Street 
are the main streets of Castlemaine. 
The materials and aesthetics of both 
reflect their status. The quality of the 
materials and furnishings on these 
streets are not always reflective of 
their importance in the town centre. 

2. Views of carparking dominate 
Mostyn and Lyttleton Street, due 
to the central aisle of parking.  

3 & 4. Barker Street and Forest 
Street should read as the grand 

1

3

2The quality of Mostyn Street materials should 
reflect its status of a ‘Main Street’. 

Barker Street and Forest Street are difficult to 
cross in some locations.

Views of carparking dominate Mostyn Street and 
Lyttleton Street. 

Barker Street and Forest Street are missing tree 
canopy. They should read as the grand entrances 
into Castlemaine. 

4

entrance to Castlemaine. In many 
areas they are inferior to the other 
town centre streets, are difficult to 
cross due to lack of signalisation 
and are also missing tree canopy 
as an important feature. 

5. Frederick Street will be a 
feature of this study.  While 
not currently well designed for 
pedestrians, Frederick Street is a 
popular route for pedestrians.

6. Some of the existing street furniture 
has historical relevance, whilst other 
furniture is inconsistent and tired.

7. While many of the stone channels 
and associated crossovers are in 
excellent shape, maintenance is an 
ongoing issue. There are a number of 
crossover styles, some of which are 
appropriate while others are not.  

8. Several inconsistent kerb treatments 
detract from the town character.  The 
cream roll over kerbs in Mostyn 
Street and Lyttleton Street are 
not appropriate in the historical 
setting nor is the quality of the 
material befitting of a main street.

9. There are a few parcels of private 
property in the town centre that might 
be considered aspirational to add to 
the public realm and expand public 
space. The space immediately in 
front of IGA is one such space. 



Castlemaine Town Centre Streetscape Plan and Design Standards

09

6

9 Some areas in the town centre (such as outside 
the supermarket) are underutilised. 

There isn’t enough consistency in 
the furniture palette and some of the 
furnishings are old and tired. 

Some stone crossovers and 
channels are decaying.

8

5 Frederick Street is a popular pedestrian cut 
through and yet it isn’t actually well designed 
for pedestrians.

There isn’t enough consistency in the 
garden edge and kerb treatment. 
The cream rollover kerbs are not 
appropriate in the historical setting. 

37
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2.3 EXISTING CONDITIONS 
RECOMMENDATIONS

Castlemaine is a beautiful town with 
wonderful assets. Well designed 
and practical interventions could 
improve the experience for both 
residents and visitors. Improvements 
fall into the following categories:

• Heritage Management - restoring 
kerbs, stone channels.

• Pedestrian connectivity and safety 
- identifying key crossing areas and 
improving pedestrian thoroughfares 
throughout the town centre. 

• Landscape - Protecting street trees 
and  providing more shade.

• Furniture - Upgrading 
streetscape furnishings.

• Placemaking and orientation - 
Identifying locations in town suitable 
for public realm improvements and 
improving legibility through town.

Mostyn Street materials and 
aesthetics should reflect its status 
as a ‘Main Street’. Special 
features could be considered in 
Mostyn Street to further develop 
its status as a ‘Main Street’ 

Views of carparking dominate 
Mostyn Street and Lyttleton 
Street due to the central aisle of 
parking.  

Barker Street and Forest Street, 
both being four lane roads, 
are difficult to cross in some 
locations.

Frederick Street is a popular 
pedestrian cut through and yet 
it isn’t actually well designed for 
pedestrians.

Barker Street and Forest Street 
are missing tree canopy. They 
should read as the grand 
entrances into Castlemaine.

2

3

4

5

61

7

8

9

There isn’t enough consistency 
in the furniture palette and 
some of the furnishings are old 
and tired.  

There isn’t enough consistency 
in the garden edge and 
kerb treatment. The cream 
rollover kerb does not reflect 
the heritage of the town. 

Some areas in the town 
centre (such as outside the 
supermarket) are underutilised 
as places for people to meet 
and greet. 

Some stone crossovers and 
channels are decaying 
and inconsistent. Some 
inconsistency is appropriate 
and this is reviewed in 
the Design Guidelines. 



“Frederick Street could 
become a public laneway 
with seating, appropriate 
businesses opening out 
(i.e. cafe or restaurant) and 
water sensitive urban design 
interventions”

...incorporating sites for 
revolving public art

The need for a tree canopy over 
Barker Street is quite desperate.

...raising of the 
road in front of the 
Market building 
will serve no useful 
purpose”

“Frederick 
Street mall” 

“Block off Frederick 
street and create 
a pedestrian walk 
through with trees, 
sculptures and seating”

“Open streets to 
pedestrians. Make a 
mall. Have strict speed 
limits, especially in lanes 
like Frederick Street and 
Mechanics Street” 

3.  ENGAGING WITH 
THE COMMUNIT Y 

I strongly disagree with 
extra traffic lights at 
either Mostyn/Barker or 
Hargraves/ Forest. still not 
nearly as welcoming or 
visually distinctive as other 
entrances ”

The green space in front 
of IGA is underused

More tree 
planting 

“Less priority to 
car parking, more 

space for trees and 
pedestrians”

“Creation of a space that 
functions as a town square 
(third place that’s not home 
or work) that is welcoming, 
shady, beautiful and relaxed”

“Simple things 
like bench seats, 
safe pavements. 
Sometimes 

I would support 
a raised street 

plaza.
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3.1 ENGAGEMENT 
PROCESS

The process has included four key 
interactions with the community. In 
January 2017, Council hosted an 
online survey to understand what the 
community likes about Castlemaine’s 
town centre and identify where 
improvements could be considered. 

In March, the early findings and 
designs were presented to a 
Community Reference Group. 
The group consisted of residents, 
traders and representatives from 
the community. In June, further 
ideas were tested with a second 
Community Reference Group.  

In October 2017, a Listening Post 
was held on a Saturday morning 
in Mostyn  Street where some 
of the proposed designs were 
displayed. The same materials 
were displayed on Council’s ‘Have 
your Say’ webpage for two weeks 
following the Listening Post. 

Community engagement has 
been important throughout, and 
the designs produced in this 
document are a genuine attempt 
to reflect and crystalise the 
sentiment of wide-ranging and often 
divergent community opinion. 

3.2 COMMUNITY 
FEEDBACK

3.2.1 ONLINE SURVEY

139 people responded to the 
online survey. Respondents were 
typically full-time residents who 
lived within 5kms of the town centre. 
The main reason for coming to the 
town centre was to shop and eat or 
drink in the cafes and restaurants.  

Respondents reported loving the 
heritage buildings, cafes, wide 
footpaths, trees, atmosphere, the 
village feel, Victory Park, Market 
Hall and the shops. They also 
wanted improvements to pedestrian 
crossings, parking, signage, 
footpaths, street furniture, street 
trees, bike infrastructure, shaded 
parking, and accessibility. 

When asked, respondents 
overwhelmingly supported 
investigating changes to Frederick 
Street such as increasing the amount 
of pedestrian space and providing 
better bike and scooter access. 

3.2.2 COMMUNITY 
REFERENCE GROUP #1

Attendees supported an emphasis 
of pedestrian connectivity, more 
consistency in paving and furnishings, 
and more street trees, particularly 
in medians. They also supported 
the notion of respecting the town’s 

heritage features and character. 
There were mixed opinions about 
parking supply. Some think there 
isn’t enough parking while others 
think that there is, but that parking 
restrictions are not enforced. 

Some attendees felt that not 
enough emphasis had been put 
on bicycle infrastructure, the use of 
native plants and accessibility. The 
majority supported reducing speed 
limits particularly on Barker Street 
and some wanted to see better 
pedestrian access to the library. 

3.2.3 COMMUNITY 
REFERENCE GROUP #2

Attendees had mixed opinions about 
parking in the town centre. Some felt 
that there is not enough parking while 
others felt that the issue was more 
nuanced, explaining that the parking 
needed to be better enforced, and 
that employees of retail premises 
should park beyond the town centre 
so as to not take up the town centre 
spaces all day long. Some suggested 
that the taxi rank needed to be move 
beyond the town centre with space 
for just one taxi at a time in Mostyn 
Street. Others suggested that there 
needed to be more short-term (10-15 
minute) parking in the town centre. 

Some attendees supported a cycle 
friendly town and thought that 
town centre bicycle facilities should 
connect to the trails beyond.

There was discussion about better 
street tree selection, more shade, and 
some use of indigenous plants. The 
concept of rain gardens and above 
ground storm water management 
was supported. The proposals 
for Frederick Street continued 
to be generally supported. 

3.2.4 LISTENING POST

The two hour session was well 
attended and garnered a wide 
range of opinion. While there was 
a great deal of support for many 
of the proposals, there were also 
voices who were not supportive. 
A brief summary appears below, 
but it is prudent to say that some 
of the concern around the larger 
more ambitious proposals comes 
from the conceptual designs. 
Detailed design will resolve many 
of the engineering and drainage 
issues raised by some residents. 

Better pedestrian access throughout 
the town centre and particularly 
across Barker Street and Forest 
Street and at key intersections 
was supported by many. 

The emphasis on maintaining and 
restoring the heritage features of 
Castlemaine was still a popular 
feature of the plan. There is a 
general resistance from many that 
highly contemporary features are 
not appropriate in Castlemaine. 

The people who responded online 
and attended the Listening Post 
mentioned wanting to see more 
references to public art, slowing traffic 
speed throughout the town centre, 
adding more trees, and creating a 
uniform approach to furnishings. 

A few people wanted to emphasise:
• Templeton Street at the 

Train Station as a major 
entrance to town. 

• Mechanics Street 
arrival to library and the 
pedestrian experience.

• Inclusion of the Art 
Gallery Precinct.

• Kennedy Street as an important 
corridor through town.

Others questioned whether:
• Frederick Street needed to stay 

open to vehicle traffic at all.
• Mostyn Street (at the 

intersection with Frederick 
St) should be raised.

• Barker Street should be one 
lane in either direction instead 
of two to make way for a 
better pedestrian and bicycle 
environment and more on 
street parallel parking. 

Some people are wary of 
big changes including:
• Additional traffic lights or 

removal of roundabout at 
the corner of Forest Street 
and Hargraves Street. 

• Reversal of traffic flow 
on Frederick Street.

• Any dramatic changes to 
streets, traffic flow, intersections, 
or changes to parking. 



4.  STREETSCAPE PL AN  
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4.1 GUIDING 
PRINCIPLES

The following principles have 
been presented to the community 
and used to guide and shape 
the ultimate project outcomes:

1. Reference the history 
of Castlemaine 

A successful project is one that 
references and respects the historical 
features of the town without 
overshadowing them or devaluing 
them with overly contemporary or 
faux-heritage streetscape elements. 
If heritage features are used, they 
must have a strong connection 
to the history of the town. 

The inclusion of design elements 
that acknowledges and celebrates 
traditional owners and their 
connection with the area is important. 

Reference the history of Castlemaine Green Castlemaine

Improve pedestrian and bicycle connectivity Review the existing conditions to ensure that 
the urban environment provides accessibility 
to as many people as possible

4

2. Green Castlemaine 

A good canopy of trees exists 
through the town centre. There is the 
opportunity to add many more into 
the wide streets of the town centre. 

3. Improve pedestrian and 
bicycle connectivity 

Walkability and bicycle access 
throughout the town centre could be 
improved by better access across 
Barker Street, Forest Street, Mostyn 
Street and Frederick Street.  Adding 
bicycle infrastructure will support 
a nascent bicycle community.  

4. Apply universal 
design principles.

Incorporate universal design 
principles into the urban environment 
to provide accessibility to as many 
people as possible, regardless 
of their age, level of ability, 
cultural background, or any other 
differentiating factors that contribute 
to the diversity of our community.

1 2

3
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6

5. Expand the public realm 

There are many opportunities to 
create interesting and useful public 
spaces by finding underutilised 
spaces within the town’s rights-
of-way, particularly in the wide 
footpaths. This could include 
additional street furnishings or 
public art. There are a few parcels  
of  private  property  in the town 
centre  that might be considered 
aspirational to add to the public 
realm and expand public space.

4.2 STREETSCAPE 
FRAMEWORK

The plan makes recommendations 
for a number of streets in the town 
centre of Castlemaine. A streetscape 
framework establishes the types 
of streets and creates a hierarchy 
which can be used to better identify 
where the improvements should be 
both distributed and concentrated. 

Boulevard Streets

The boulevard streets are Barker 
Street, Forest Street and Templeton 
Street (between the railway station 
and Barker Street). These streets 
are the entrances and exits to the 
town, and should read as grand 
gateways. They could be lined with 
large trees on both sides of the road 
and within the median where one 
exists and where powerlines permit. 

Town Centre Streets

The core town centre streets 
are Mostyn Street, Lyttleton 
Street and Hargraves Street. 
The environment of these streets 
should support pedestrian and 

Find the underutilised spaces in the 
town and explore the opportunities

retail activity and create more 
comfortable places for people to 
sit and chat and ‘stay-a-while’.  

Neighbourhood Streets

The neighbourhood streets included 
in this project are Urquhart Street and 
Templeton Street between Barker 
Street and Hargraves Street. The 
philosophy for these streets should be 
the same for many of the residential 
streets in Castlemaine - leave them as 
they are. These streets are charming 
‘country town’ streets where the 
inconsistencies and imperfections 
make them what they are. Adding 
additional parking in a centre aisle 
or formalising parking in any way will 
permanently change the character of 
these streets and should be avoided. 

Frederick Street and 
Mechanics Street

Concept designs for Frederick Street 
and Mechanics Street have been 
created to investigate the creation 
of a network of back streets which 
promote pedestrian and bicycle 
activity, and a space for events. 7

Have fun with public art and 
temporary streetscape elements

Keep it quirky

6. Keep it quirky   

Part of the charm of a historical 
town is that the streetscape is not all 
‘perfect’. In so many instances, the 
streetscape oddities and peculiarities 
found throughout Castlemaine are 
what make the town so appealing. 

7. Have fun with temporary 
streetscape elements

Streetscapes can be bright, 
creative places in a historical town 
such as Castlemaine. Temporary 
features such as revolving public 
art, poster wall, festivals, parklets 
and loose furniture ensures that the 
historical fabric remains intact.

5
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Neighbourhood Streets 

Boulevard Streets 

Town Centre Streets  

Frederick Street & Mechanics Street

Streetscape Framework 

Town Hall  

        TOWN CENTRE  
               STREETS   
Support pedestrian and 
retail activity and make 
them safe, comfortable 
and vibrant for all users

Victory Park   

Supermarket 

Market 
Building

Western 
Reserve 

L Y T T L E T O N  S T R E E T 

F O R E S T   S T R E E T 

M O S T Y N  S T R E E T 

H A R G R A V E S   S T R E E T  

T E M P L E T O N   S T R E E T 

B A R K E R   S T R E E T 

      BOULEVARD STREETS  
Create two grand boulevards 
with good pedestrian access

       NEIGHBOURHOOD          
                   STREETS        

Maintain the country town 
character in residential 
streets

    FREDERICK STREET AND 
MECHANICS STREET 

Study Boundary  

Castlemaine 
Train Station 
60m west 

F R E D E R I C K   S T R E E T   

Create a special street that 
prioritises pedestrian and 
bicycle movement and 
offers a space for events 

Streetscape Framework 

Library and Theatre 
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Conceptual Streetscape Plan 

MAXI SUPA 
IGA

VISITOR 
INFORMATION

EMPYRE 
HOTEL

THEATRE 
ROYAL

TO SCHOOL

CASTLEMAINE 
TOWN HALL

CASTLEMAINE 
FLORIST 

MOSTYN 
STREET RAISED 

PLAZA

F O R E S T   S T R E E T 

M O S T Y N  S T R E E T 

L Y T T L E T O N  S T R E E T 

T E M P L E T O N  S T R E E T 

H
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 V E S    S T R E E T 

FREDERICK ST
SHARED STREET

1 3
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7 7
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LEGEND

Consider a Mostyn Street Plaza in front of the 
Market Building that will become a shared 
pedestrian and vehicle space. 

Create a pedestrian and cyclist prioritised 
Frederick Street and Mechanics Street.

Strategically add trees to the centre of Mostyn 
Street in key locations to de-emphasise 
parking and provide more shade. 
 
Create grand boulevards to Barker Street 
and Forest Street by adding canopy trees 
to medians. Ultimately consider removing 
dedicated right turn lanes on Barker Street to 
create a consistent median width.  
 
Investigate possibilities to expand the public 
realm. For example, utilising the private 
property in front of the supermarket would 
create a mini park/plaza immediately 
adjacent to Mostyn Street.  
 
Ultimately consider signalising the intersection 
of Mostyn Street and Barker Street to provide 
safe access across Barker Street.  
 
Provide improved pedestrian and bicycle 
access from the town centre to Western 
Reserve by adding one or two pedestrian 
crossings on Forest Street. Consider removal 
of the existing roundabout at Forest Street 
and Hargraves Street, add traffic signals and 
relocate the miner’s statue to a high profile 
location within Castlemaine, with appropriate 
community consultation. 

Add passive mid-block crossings (that meet 
AS 1428) in medians along Barker Street (not 
formalised crossings to allow pedestrians to 
cross mid-block at refuge points in median). 
 
Suggested bicycle routes. Refer Chapter 4 for 
detail. 
 

8

B A
 R K E R    S T R E E T 

2

2

3

4

6

7

8

8

8
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4.3 STREETSCAPE PLAN 

Heritage Management

Upgrade streetscape with materials 
that don’t detract from the building 
facades and heritage architecture. 
The permanent materials should 
be subtle and respectful of the 
town’s history. This is outlined 
further in the Design Standards. 

Look for opportunities to frame 
and emphasise historical buildings 
such as the Market Building. 

Systematically underground 
powerlines throughout town centre 
as funding becomes available. 

Placemaking and Orientation 

Create grand boulevards to 
Barker  Street and Forest Street by 
adding canopy trees to medians. 
Consider removing dedicated 
right turn lanes on Barker Street to 
create a consistent median width. 

Investigate possibilities to expand 
the public realm. For example, 
opening up the space in front of the 
existing supermarket would create 
a mini park/plaza immediately 
adjacent to Mostyn Street

Design Frederick Street and 
Mechanics Street to be easily closed 
off to traffic for public events. 

Landscape

Street trees are a major feature 
of Castlemaine. Existing trees 
should be protected and new 
trees added to further enhance 
the Castlemaine streetscape.

Strategically add trees to the centre 
and edges of Mostyn Street in 
key locations to de-emphasise 
parking and provide more shade.

Tree species selection considers 
the importance of preserving and 
enhancing the heritage character 
of Castlemaine. Consideration is 
also given to species adaptability to 
changing climatic conditions and its 
ability to adapt to urban conditions 
which is critical when aiming for 
a sustainable tree population.

Investigate storm water 
management opportunities in road 
reserves where appropriate. 

Furniture 

Upgrade streetscape furnishings 
to create a consistent palette 
of furnishings throughout the 
town centre as required.

Create guidelines for 
wayfinding signage and 
provide precedent examples.

Pedestrian and bicycle 
connectivity and safety

Create a pedestrian and cyclist 
prioritised Frederick Street and 
Mechanics Street. Frederick Street 
is already a major pedestrian 
thoroughfare. This initiative will still 
allow for vehicles to use the street 
but it will be designed to highlight 
the presence of pedestrians and 
cyclists and make them safer. 

Consider a Mostyn Street Plaza 
in front of the Market Hall that 
will become a shared pedestrian 
and vehicle space. It will slow 
traffic, emphasise pedestrians 
frame the Market Hall, and offer 
an area of the street suitable for 
temporary events and closures. 

Review and update the Walking 
and Cycling strategy in the town 
centre. Add bike infrastructure 
across the town centre. 

Consider signalising the intersection 
of Mostyn Street and Barker 
Street to better provide safe 
access across Barker Street. 

Recognise Barker Street as a retail 
street with significant pedestrian 
activity. Investigate possibilities 
to remove east- and west-bound 
right turn lanes on Barker Street 
to expand planted medians and 
provide adequate pedestrian and 
bicycle refuges in centre of road. 
Key intersections to consider are 
Barker Street at Mostyn Street, 
Barker Street at Lyttleton Street and 
Barker Street at Templeton Street. To 
test the removal of the west-bound 
right turn lanes should occur in a 
first stage. If successful, the removal 
of the east-bound right turn lanes 
could be considered. Barker Street is 
managed by Regional Roads Victoria 
and as such, these suggestions 
would require significant liaison. 

Provide better pedestrian and 
bicycle access from the town centre 
to Western Reserve by adding 
one or two pedestrian crossings 
on Forest Street. A flashing zebra 
crossing would be appropriate 
just east of the Barker Street/
Forest Street intersection. 

Roundabouts are notoriously 
difficult for pedestrians and cyclists 
to cross. Consider removal of the 

roundabout at Forest Street and 
Hargraves Street and add traffic 
signals. This would require liaison 
with Regional Roads Victoria, but 
would dramatically improve access 
to Western Reserve and to the town 
centre from the neighbourhoods 
south of Western Reserve. 

Add passive mid-block crossings (that 
meet AS 1428) in medians along 
Barker Street (not formalised crossings 
to allow pedestrians to cross mid-
block at refuge points in median).

AS 1428 must be considered 
in the design of pedestrian 
access and parking. 
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1
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11 1111

Remove 
brick paving

Remove 
brick paving

See median 
treatment insert

See median 
treatment insert

Proposed midblock crossing with kerb 
extension to access Western Reserve 

*Coordinate with Regional Roads 
Victoria to establish type of crossing 
(zebra/flashing zebra)

Consider removal of roundabout, 
replacing with signals for 
better pedestrian access

Add street trees to footpaths 
where ever possible, avoiding 
driveways and adhering to 
sightline requirements

See median 
treatment insert

FOREST ST

WESTERN RESERVE

Super mar ke t
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4.3.1 FOREST STREET

Street Type

Boulevard Street 

Also refer Section 5.1.1 
Street furniture at a typical 
town centre intersection 

Key Features

This is a generic list. Not 
all features will appear 
on every plan. 

Heritage bench (Refer 5.1.2)

Heritage lamp post 
(Refer 5.1.2)

Timber bollard (Refer 5.1.2)

Steel bollard (Refer 5.1.2)

Contemporary backed 
bench (Refer 5.1.3)

Rubbish bin (Refer 5.1.3)

Bike hoop (Refer 5.1.3)

Feature paving (Refer 5.1.4) 

Crossing (Refer 5.1.4)

Double stone kerb 
(Refer 5.1.5) 

Low fencing (Refer 5.1.5)

Rain garden/WSUD 
intervention (Refer 5.1.7)

1

72

8

3
10

4
10

5

11

12

6

4 4

44

Forest Street: Existing View

One bench 
of either side 
of kerb ramp

One bench 
of either side 
of kerb ramp

Storm water management interventions 
could be retrofitted into carpark to 
reduce heat island effect whilst also 
allowing for some on-site filtration. 

This would require additional design 
and should be considered if storm 
water management becomes 
a key priority for Council. 

6
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Confirm visual clear zones at intersections

Locate existing street lights

Locate tree at either end of median and space 
at regular 20m intervals between

Choose understorey, lawn or low shrubs; Lawn 
recommended; Include installation of irrigation

Locate informal crossings, identify with gravel/
grass (1xmidblock) To meet AS 1428

Consider low fencing to limit informal crossing

Ultimately consider removal of dedicated right turn lanes 
to significantly increase medians and number of trees

20没m

1 1

1

2

7 7
7

2 3 4

4

5

5

6
6

3

3

2

Suggested Street Tree

Large Shade Tree

Tree1 Quercus alba (White Oak)

Tree 2 Quercus cerris (Turkey Oak)

Tree 3 Quercus canariensis (Algerian Oak) 
Proposed midblock crossing with kerb 
extension to access Western Reserve 
(if roundabout removal is unlikely). 

Coordinate with Regional Roads 
Victoria to establish type of crossing 
(zebra/flashing zebra)

U
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A
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N
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Typical Median Treatment

*All changes on Barker Street will require significant 
coordination with  Regional Roads Victoria. 
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Key Features

This is a generic list. Not 
all features will appear 
on every plan. 

Heritage bench (Refer 5.1.2)

Heritage lamp post 
(Refer 5.1.2)

Timber bollard (Refer 5.1.2)

Steel bollard (Refer 5.1.2)

Contemporary backed 
bench (Refer 5.1.3)

Rubbish bin (Refer 5.1.3)

Bike hoop (Refer 5.1.3)

Feature paving (Refer 5.1.4)

Crossing (Refer 5.1.4)

Double stone kerb (Refer 5.1.5)

Low fencing (Refer 5.1.3)

Rain garden/WSUD 
intervention (Refer 5.1.7)
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Along Victory Park edge

See 4.4.2 Mostyn Street Plaza

4.3.2 MOSTYN STREET

Street Type

Town Centre Street 

Also refer Section 5.1.1 
Street furniture at a typical 
town centre intersection 



Castlemaine Town Centre Streetscape Plan and Design Standards

23

Suggested Street Tree

Medium-large shade tree

Tree1 Ulmus parvifolia ‘Emer II Allee’ (Chinese Elm)

Tree2 Fraxinus pennsylvanica ‘Cimmaron’ (Cimmaron Ash)

Tree 3 Quercus phellos (Willow Oak)

Tree 4 Eucalyptus sp. east of Hargraves Street

U
RQ

U
H

A
RT

 S
T

MOST YN ST

Mostyn Street: Existing View
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Key Features

This is a generic list. Not 
all features will appear 
on every plan. 

Heritage bench (Refer 5.1.2)

Heritage lamp post (Refer 5.1.2)

Timber bollard (Refer 5.1.2)

Steel bollard (Refer 5.1.2)

Contemporary backed 
bench (Refer 5.1.3)

Rubbish bin (Refer 5.1.3)

Bike hoop (Refer 5.1.3)

Feature paving (Refer 5.1.4)

Crossing (Refer 5.1.4)

Double stone kerb 
(Refer 5.1.5)

Low fencing (Refer 5.1.3)

Rain garden/WSUD 
intervention (Refer 5.1.7)

1

1 11 1

8
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9
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5
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6

5

5
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6

29 99 9 9

10 1010 10

5 55 5
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Proposed midblock crossing with 
kerb extension (close vehicular turning 
area to accommodate crossing)

LY T TLE TON ST

4.3.3 LYTTLETON STREET

Street Type

Town Centre Street 

Also refer Section 5.1.1 
Street furniture at a typical 
town centre intersection

Lyttleton Street: Existing View

Suggested Street Tree

Medium-large shade tree

Tree1 Ulmus parvifolia ‘Emer II Allee’ (Chinese Elm)

Tree2 Fraxinus pennsylvanica ‘Cimmaron’ (Cimmaron Ash)

Tree 3 Quercus phellos (Willow Oak)
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Suggested Street Tree

Tree1 Retain Platanus x 
acerifolia (Plane Tree)

Key Features

This is a generic list. Not 
all features will appear 
on every plan.

Heritage bench (Refer 5.1.2)

Heritage lamp post 
(Refer 5.1.2)

Timber bollard (Refer 5.1.2)

Steel bollard (Refer 5.1.2)

Contemporary backed 
bench (Refer 5.1.3)

Rubbish bin (Refer 5.1.3)

Bike hoop (Refer 5.1.3)

Feature paving (Refer 5.1.4)

Crossing (Refer 5.1.4)

Double stone kerb 
(Refer 5.1.5)

Low fencing (Refer 5.1.3)

Rain garden/WSUD 
intervention (Refer 5.1.7)

1
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Castlemaine Station
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4.3.4 TEMPLETON 
STREET

Street Type

Boulevard Street 

Also refer Section 5.1.1 
Street furniture at a typical 
town centre intersection



26

Key Features

This is a generic list. Not 
all features will appear 
on every plan.

Heritage bench (Refer 5.1.2)

Heritage lamp post (Refer 5.1.2)

Timber bollard  (Refer 5.1.2)

Steel bollard  (Refer 5.1.2)

Contemporary backed 
bench  (Refer 5.1.3)

Rubbish bin (Refer 5.1.3)

Bike hoop (Refer 5.1.3)

Feature paving (Refer 5.1.4)

Crossing (Refer 5.1.4)

Double stone kerb 
(Refer 5.1.5)

Low fencing (Refer 5.1.3)

Rain garden/WSUD 
intervention (Refer 5.1.7)
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BARKER ST

4.3.5 BARKER STREET

Street Type

Boulevard Street

Also refer Section 5.1.1 
Street furniture at a typical 
town centre intersection

Barker Street: Existing View

Possible larger informal 
crossing on Barker Street 

median. Would require 
liaison with Regional 

Roads Victoria. 
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Confirm visual clear zones at intersections

Locate existing street lights

Locate tree at either end of median and space 
at regular 20m intervals between

Choose understorey, grass or low 
shrubs; Grass recommended

Locate informal crossings, identify with gravel/
grass (1xmidblock) To meet AS 1428.

Consider low fencing to limit informal crossing

Ultimately consider removal of dedicated right turn lanes 
to significantly increase medians and number of trees

20没m
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BARKER ST

Typical Median Treatment

Suggested Street Tree

Large Shade Tree

Tree1 Quercus alba (White Oak)

 Tree 2 Quercus cerris (Turkey Oak)

Tree 3 Quercus canariensis (Algerian Oak) 

*All changes on Barker Street will require significant 
coordination with Regional Roads Victoria. 
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Key Features

This is a generic list. Not 
all features will appear 
on every plan.

Heritage bench (Refer 5.1.2)

Heritage lamp post (Refer 5.1.2)

Timber bollard  (Refer 5.1.2)

Steel bollard  (Refer 5.1.2)

Contemporary backed 
bench  (Refer 5.1.3)

Rubbish bin (Refer 5.1.3)

Bike hoop (Refer 5.1.3)

Feature paving (Refer 5.1.4)

Crossing (Refer 5.1.4)

Double stone kerb 
(Refer 5.1.5)

Low fencing (Refer 5.1.3)

Rain garden/WSUD 
intervention (Refer 5.1.7)
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HARGR AVES ST

4.3.6 HARGRAVES STREET

Street Type

Town Centre Street

Also refer Section 5.1.1 
Street furniture at a typical 
town centre intersection
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Consider removal of roundabout, 
replacing with signals for 
better pedestrian access

Suggested Street Tree

Medium-large shade tree

Tree1 Ulmus parvifolia ‘Emer II Allee’ (Chinese Elm)

Tree2 Fraxinus pennsylvanica ‘Cimmaron’ (Cimmaron Ash)

Tree 3 Quercus phellos (Willow Oak)
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4.4 FEATURED PROJECTS

4.4.1 FREDERICK STREET 
AND MECHANICS 
STREET

Frederick Street is a natural 
pedestrian thoroughfare between 
two town centre streets - Mostyn 
Street and Lyttleton Street. When 
asked in the online survey, 60% 
of respondents support:
• Increasing pedestrian   

space
• Providing landscaping 
• Increased seating 
• Spaces for art and installation
• Providing bike/scooter access

The conceptual proposal is 
to create a shared street on 
Frederick Street between Mostyn 
Street and Templeton Street and 
on Mechanics Street between 
Frederick Street and Barker Street. 

A shared street is a street that 
allows access for vehicles, 

pedestrians and cyclists, and 
minimises the segregation 

between the modes. 

In the case of Frederick Street 
and Mechanics Street:

• the road surface could be raised 
to the same level as the footpaths 
making it essentially ‘kerbless’ 
for improved accessibility.

• an economical surface treatment 
of asphalt could be used or a 
higher grade material (compared 

to asphalt) could be considered.

• in addition to the different 
street treatment, signage would 
alert drivers to the presence 
of pedestrians and cyclists.

• street trees and low planting 
could be added.

• 9 or 10 parking  spaces 
would be retained on one side 
pending detailed design.

• street furniture would be added.

• bollards would demarcate 
the ‘road’ and ‘footpath’ to 
maintain a ‘no car zone’.

• the streets could easily be 
closed off and used for events.

• permanent or temporary public 
art could be incorporated, 
particularly on the blank walls 
along Frederick Street, in 
liaison with property owners.

• access to the retail loading 
dock and the former parking 
lot would be retained. Detailed 
design and engineering 
advice will be required.

• AS 1428 must be met and a 
continuous accessible path must 
be delineated and accompanied 
with way finding cues. 

There is also the possibility to 
extend the Frederick Street materials 
and design details across Mostyn 
Street and through the pedestrian 
walkway to the car park behind the 
Market Building. This is an excellent 
opportunity to tie the public realm 
together and improve connectivity 
and legibility within the town centre. 

Possible Treatment 2: Bollards 
demarcate the space

Possible Treatment 1: Shared streets cater for 
low vehicle numbers, pedestrians and cyclists

Possible Treatment 4: Small public spaces can 
be incorporated into shared street design 

Possible Treatment 3: Kerbless streets allow 
pedestians to use the space more freely

Possible Treatments for Frederick Street and Mechanics Lane
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Frederick Street between Mostyn Street and Lyttleton Street

1:200 NORTH

BANK 

PHARMACY 

LYTTLETO
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Left Turn Only1
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4 56
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Street level could be raised to same 
height as footpaths to create a single 
level street for vehicles, cyclists and 
pedestrians.  
 
Historical stone channel and historic 
loading eye will be retained and 
restored. 
 
Vehicles will move northbound. 
 
Trees, planters and furniture will be 
added to provide amenity. Planters 
could also have a storm water 
management function. 
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Furniture palette to include:

Steel bollard  (Refer 5.1.3)

Contemporary backed 
bench  (Refer 5.1.4)

Rubbish bin (Refer 5.1.4)

Bike hoop (Refer 5.1.4)

Tactile Ground Surface Indicators 
will be necessary - and must be 
considered throughout detailed design.

9 or 10 parking spaces will be 
retained on one side, pending 
detailed design.  

Bollards could be added to create 
safe pedestrian zones. 

Access to loading dock and all other 
existing driveways will be retained.  
 
Street can be closed for community 
events through the use of removable 
bollards.

Public art, murals on blank walls, 
furniture and lighting will be key to 
enlivening the space.  
 
Access for vehicles from Mostyn 
Street into Frederick Street will remain 
as is
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Left Turn Only

Frederick Street use during the day - proposed

Frederick Street use during the evening - proposed

Frederick Street today
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Frederick Street use during the evening

Utilise wall mounted lighting

Utilise blank walls for vine trellises 
or historical photo murals

New street trees periodically placed 
along one side of Frederick Street

Planters could have a storm water management 
function in addition to aesthetic function

Local stone garden kerb

Retain + restore existing stone channel 
and historic loading eye-bolt

EXISTING BUILDING

EXISTING BUILDING

EXISTING BUILDING

EXISTING BUILDING

1.9M

FOOTPATH

1.9M

FOOTPATH

2.1M

PARKING, 
PLANTING 

AND SEATING

2.1M

PARKING, 
PLANTING 

AND SEATING

1.2M

FOOTPATH

1.2M

FOOTPATH

0.6M

0.6M

3.5M

SHARED PATH
 (Vehicles, Pedestrians, bike)

3.5M

SHARED PATH
 (Vehicles, Pedestrians, bike)

Frederick Street use during the day

Accessibility  and compliance with AS 1428 must 
be further considered through detailed design  
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Mostyn Street 

Templeton Street 

Lyttleton Street 

Ba
rk

er
  S

tr
ee

t 

Frederick Street/Mechanics 
Street Circulation

The circulation concept pictured 
proposes that Frederick Street and 
Mechanics Street become shared 
streets as discussed previously in this 
section. The scheme allows traffic 
to flow north on Frederick Street 
as it currently does, but would stop 
vehicles crossing Lyttleton Street, 
essentially stopping it being used 
as a cut through. Vehicle flow in 
Mechanics Street would travel 
west, exiting into Barker Street.. 

Vehicle Circulation 

Mechanics Street 

Flow of traffic on Frederick Street will remain unchanged, 
although the opportunity exists to stop vehicles crossing 
Lyttleton Street, essentially ensuring it does not become 
a cut through for vehicles. This intervention would 
promote the street as a pedestrian priority street. 
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4.4.2 MOSTYN STREET 
PLAZA

A Mostyn Street shared plaza 
would provide an opportunity to:

• slow traffic speed in this 
primary retail street

• improve pedestrian linkages 
and define a slow point for 
safer crossing by pedestrians

• highlight the heritage 
listed Market Building

• plant street trees, install 
feature stone garden edges 
and heritage lighting

• provide an area suitable for 
temporary events and closures

A shared street plaza is a part 
of the street that allows access 
for vehicles, pedestrians and 

cyclists, while creating a special 
feature area in the town centre. 

To facilitate a street plaza:

• an economical surface treatment 
of asphalt could be used or a 
higher grade material (compared 
to asphalt) could be considered.

• feature street trees, stone garden 
edges and low planting could be 
added to improve the aesthetics 
of this part of the street.

• bollards would demarcate 
the ‘road’ and ‘footpath’ to 
maintain a ‘no car zone’.

• the plaza could easily be 
closed off and used for events.

• permanent or temporary 
public art could be 
incorporated, particularly in 
the proposed new medians.

• traffic circulation will 
remain the same.

• Detailed design including 
traffic engineering, accessibility 
compliance (AS 1428) and 
drainage advice will be required.

Mostyn Street today

If implemented in full, the treatment 
is likely to result in a reduction of 
2-4 car park spaces. This loss of 
car parking can be replaced by 
investigating improved distribution of 
existing short-term parking throughout 
the town centre and a review of 
loading zone use and distribution. 
The taxi rank could be reduced in 
size and/or relocated to another 
location such as Lyttleton Street 
or Mostyn Street, west of Barker 
Street. Further investigation and 
community consultation is necessary.
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Mostyn Street  Improvements



36

BANK PHARMACY GREENGROCER
BUTCHER  

MOSTYN STREET

One way

The street in front of Market Building 
could be repaved in a feature 
material to create a plaza and town 
focal point shared by vehicles, cyclists 
and pedestrians.  
 
Add feature historical street light at the 
terminus of Frederick Street.  
 
Add feature trees and planting to 
expanded medians in Mostyn Street.  

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Maintain existing zebra crossing. 
A second zebra crossing could be 
considered to improve pedestrian 
linkages,  access and safety across 
Mostyn Street. An example of this 
treatment already exists in Kennedy 
Street, outside the Castlemaine 
railway station.
 
Consider adding steel bollards 
or planter boxes to demarcate 
pedestrian realm and vehicular realm 
on both sides of the street at the 
western end of the plaza. (Refer 5.1.3)

1

2

33 3

44

5

5

6

8

Mostyn Street Plaza

Contemporary backed 
bench  (Refer 5.1.4)

Rubbish bin (Refer 5.1.4)

Tactile Ground Surface 
Indicators will be necessary 
- and must be considered 
throughout detailed design.

8

9

7

8

9

8

8 x2 8 x2

10

Maintain good views to the market 
building.  
 
Follow paving materials guide in 
5.1.5. Maintain asphalt as the base 
material with feature edging and 
banding.  
 
 

x2 x2
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4.4.3 STREET TREES IN 
CASTLEMAINE

Castlemaine has good street tree 
coverage throughout the town, 
including some splendid individual 
trees. Many trees are mature and 
reaching the end of their useful lives 
while there are also some significant 
gaps in the tree canopy. This strategy 
provides a high level approach to 
street trees in the town centre.   

• Maintain existing mature 
street trees. Remove areas of 
asphalt immediately around 
base of trees to create 
additional pervious surface. 

• Although the central aisle of 
parking on Lyttleton Street 
and Mostyn Street provides a 
significant number of parking 
spaces, it has the effect of 
making those streets look like 
carparks and less like a historical 
streetscape. The view of the street 
would change dramatically with 
the addition of just a few more 
canopy trees in the centre aisle. 
While there are already some 
small trees in the medians of 
these streets - the goal would be 

The central aisle of parking makes 
Lyttleton Street look like a car park 

The central aisle of parking makes 
Mostyn Street look like a car park 

Example of carefully placed street trees in 
the centre aisle does not significantly impact 
parking but the additional street trees improve 
the aesthetics and micro-climate of the street. 

Remove some of the asphalt around the base 
of trees to increase the pervious surface

to ensure good canopy trees at 
each end. Consider the removal 
of 2 parking spaces in the central 
aisle of parking on Mostyn 
Street - one at either end of the 
block. Sight lines would need 
to be taken into consideration. 

• Many of the Plane trees are 
very old and reaching the end 
of their useful lives. As beautiful 
as they are, they could be 
replaced with an alternative 
species as noted on the 
Streetscape Plans in Chapter 4.  
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4.4.4 IMPLICATIONS FOR 
PARKING

Mostyn Street (between Barker 
Street and Hargraves Street) is the 
heart of business in Castlemaine, 
but at present parked cars are so 
visually dominant that the street 
resembles more of a carpark than 
the bustling heart of the town. 

Realising the plans for Mostyn Street, 
Lyttleton Street and Frederick Street 
will mean more and improved space 
for pedestrians, beautiful tree-lined 
streets and the loss of some parking 
spaces in their current locations.  

A more comfortable streetscape 
environment will only add to the 
shopping experience. Finding a 
place to sit in the shade or parking 
a car in the shade are just a couple 
of the benefits of more street trees. 

The environmental benefits of shade 
are significant with improved micro-
climates and reduction of the urban 
heat island effect, but the loss of 
spaces will need to be offset by a 
number of parking strategies which 
are aimed at minimising impacts. 

Proposals include:

• A reimagined Frederick Street 
with additional street tree planting 
which could result in the loss 
of none or perhaps 1 parking 
space, pending detailed design. 

• A reimagined Mostyn Street 
plaza that includes additional 
street tree planting may result in 
a reduction of 2 parking spaces.

• Judicious removal of 2 
parking spaces in the 
centre aisle of Mostyn 
Street between Hargraves 
Street and Barker Street

Impact minimisation strategies are: 

•   Enforce parking limits  
       more rigorously.

• Encourage retail employees to 
not park in Mostyn Street or 
Lyttleton Street, but instead park 
beyond the town centre to free 
up those spaces for shoppers.

• Investigate improved distribution 
of existing short-term parking 
throughout the town centre 
and a review of loading 
zone use and distribution.

• Add short-term parking (10-15 
minute max) on Frederick 
Street and Mostyn Street.  For 
example, 10 minute parking 
would allow customers to pick 
up scripts from the pharmacy.

• The taxi rank could be reduced 
in size and/or relocated to 
another location such as 
Lyttleton Street or Mostyn 
Street, west of Barker Street. 

• Trial these proposals and 
undertake them in a staged 
way to be able to fully 
assess the impacts. 
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4.4.5 WALKING AND 
CYCLING STRATEGY, 
AND BIKE AMENITIES

The goal of Council’s existing 
Walking and Cycling Strategy  is 
to improve and increase walking 
and cycling in the shire. 

While cycling in Castlemaine is 
not a major mode of transport, 
there is an opportunity to utilise 
the wide streets to provide safer 
bicycle passage through the town. 

A review of the Walking and 
Cycling strategy has determined 
the following recommendations: 

• Relocate major cycling 
routes off the primary arterial 
routes of Barker Street and 
Forest Street and utilise the 
quieter town centre streets of 
Frederick Street, Hargraves 
Street and Lyttleton Street. 

• Add or refresh existing bike 
lanes (regular or buffered) on 
the primary routes (as shown) 
on Kennedy Street, Lyttleton 
Street and Hargraves Street

• Add bike symbols or 
‘sharrows’ to Mostyn Street 
between Hargraves Street 
and Frederick Street 

• Include bike signage 
around town 

• Add bike boxes at key signalised 
intersections such as Lyttleton 
Street and Barker Street

• Add four bike stations throughout 
the town at: Market Building 
on Mostyn Street, Castlemaine 
Railway Station, Western 
Reserve, the Town Hall

 

PRIMARY ROUTES 

SECONDARY ROUTES 

TEMPLETON STREET  

BARKER STREET 

FREDERICK STREET 

HARGRAVES STREET  

LYTTLETON STREET  

Proposed bicycle network 

BIKE STATIONS

MARKET BUILDING

WESTERN RESERVE

MARKET BUILDING

TOWN HALL
KENNEDY STREET 
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Buffered bike lanes are appropriate on 
Lyttleton Street, Hargraves Street and 
Kennedy Street. Although bike lanes can 
be painted green, they need not be. 

Painted bike symbols on Mostyn Street 
to alert drivers to the presence of cyclists 
even in a street where there is not sufficient 
room to include a dedicated bike lane. 

Bike boxes at signalised intersections allow 
cyclists to wait at the front of the line of 
waiting cars increasing visibility and safety. 

An example of a bike station - 
bike racks and air pump 
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5.  DESIGN STANDARDS  
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Gardens in kerb extensions, medians and/
or bollards (steel or timber as marked).

Furniture Zone (Type 1 & Type 2, see detail)

Crossings with stone edging, raised 
or flush with road surface.

Pedestrian thoroughfare 
on footpath min.2m

Furniture Zone Type 1Furniture Zone Type 1

Furniture Zone Type 2Furniture Zone Type 2

Furniture Zone Type 2Furniture Zone Type 2

Kerb Extensions

3.5m

Pedestrian Crossing

Furniture Zone Type 1Furniture Zone Type 1

5.1 DESIGN STANDARDS

5.1.1 STREET FURNITURE 
AT A TYPICAL  
TOWN CENTRE 
INTERSECTION

Street furniture is located on the 
streetscape plans in Sections 
4.3.1 - 4.3.6. The adjacent plan 
shows in more detail how to 
specifically locate street furniture. 

Furniture should be arranged into 
two zones that sit just beyond 
the corner to avoid interference 
with pedestrian thoroughfares. 

The furniture zones at a typical 
corner consist of two benches in 
Zone Type 1 and two bike hoops 
and 2 rubbish bins in Zone type 2. 

Furniture zones are further detailed 
in diagrams on opposite page. 

Pedestrian paths of travel will require 
tactile indicators. Each case will be 
different and reference must be made 
to Australian Standard AS 1428.4.1 
- 2009 to ensure compliance.
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Backed BenchRemaining distance 
to allow 2m minimum 
pedestrian footpath

Remaining distance 
to allow 2m minimum 
pedestrian footpath

Approx. 6m

m
in.

 2
m

m
in.

 2
m

Approx. 6m

Backed Bench Kerb KerbBike Hoop Bike HoopRubbish Bins

Furniture Zone Type 1 Furniture Zone Type 2
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5.1.2 THE CASTLEMAINE 
HERITAGE PALETTE

VISION

The goal of these design standards is 
not to completely reinvent the palette 
of fixtures and materials throughout 
the town centre but to work with 
the good elements of the existing 
palette and augment it with new 
elements to blend with what exists. 
The reason for doing this is two-fold:

1. There are elements of the existing 
palette of furnishings and materials 
that are entirely appropriate for the 
town. It is a historical town and many 
of the fixtures in the town have been 
manufactured locally for decades. 

2. It is more cost effective to work 
with some of what exists and 
augment as necessary, rather than 
replace every fixture in town.

DESCRIPTION

This palette of furnishings consists of 
existing fixtures that have long been 
a part of Castlemaine’s streetscape. 
It includes a lamp post, bollard 
and bench, all manufactured by 
a local foundry. Billmans Foundry 
has been manufacturing products in 
Castlemaine for several decades and 
retains some of the original casts seen 
in many of the historical photographs. 

LOCATION OF 
HERITAGE PALETTE

Benches

• Locate heritage benches 
sporadically through town as 
identified in Section 4 and 
as appropriate outside key 
heritage buildings or features . 

• On footpath, locate the 
backs of seats 400mm from 
kerb facing storefronts. 

• Position seats to take advantage 
of summer shade, winter sun and 
interesting views or activities. 

• Locations of existing seats 
should be re-considered at time 
of re-painting and be either 
moved or retained in place. 

Heritage Lamp Post

• This is a feature to be used 
sparingly throughout the town 
centre. One lamp is suggested 
in the median at the proposed 
Mostyn Street plaza. Two 
other appropriate locations  
are at Lyttleton Street and 
Hargraves Street intersection 
and the Barker Street and 
Mostyn Street intersection. 

Bollards

• Timber and steel bollards 
should be used across the 
town as identified in Section 
4, and where they provide a 
safety function of demarcating 
space particularly between 
footpaths and stone channels.   
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TIMBER BOLLARDS STEEL BOLLARDS

BENCH

LAMP POST

DESCRIPTION

Cast Iron Seat Ends from 
Billmans Foundry (as used 
historically in Castlemaine)

MATERIAL

Cast Iron

COLOUR

Satin Black 304-7013 (PPG 
Commercial Performance)

NOTES

Investigate with Billmans Foundry, 
the possibility of using narrower 
timber battens to make the fixture 
more contemporary and better 
match the contemporary palette. 

Also investigate with Billmans 
Foundry the option to meet AS 
1428.2 - 1992 Clause 27.2.

DESCRIPTION

Billmans Foundry Campaspe Column

A custom lamp head will need 
to be selected to be larger than 
the standard heads available to 
better reflect the original fixture. 

MATERIAL

Cast Iron

COLOUR

Satin Black 304-7013 (PPG 
Commercial Performance)

DESCRIPTION

Timber bollards per heritage 
detail with rolled top

MATERIAL/COLOUR

Natural timber to age silver grey

DESCRIPTION

Billmans Foundry Colonial Bollards

MATERIAL

Cast Iron

COLOUR

Satin Black 304-7013 (PPG 
Commercial Performance)

Alternate suggestion 
for narrower 
timber battens
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5.1.3 THE CASTLEMAINE 
CONTEMPORARY 
PALETTE

VISION

The goal of these design standards is 
not to completely reinvent the palette 
of fixtures and materials throughout 
the town centre but to work with the 
good elements of the existing palette 
and augment it with new elements 
that will still blend with what exists. 

This contemporary palette will be 
used throughout the town centre 
and will provide some variation. 
It’s important that the heritage 
palette is not overused with the 
potential to become twee. 

Again, cost effectiveness is 
a consideration, and these 
components have been selected to 
be able to be easily incorporated 
into Council’s budget. 

DESCRIPTION

This palette of furnishings 
consists of a backed bench, 
bike racks and rubbish bins. 

If any one manufacturer goes out 
of business, any new proposed 
furnishings should be of a matching 
style, colour and materials. 

LOCATION OF 
CONTEMPORARY PALETTE

Benches

• Locate backed benches at 
corners and mid-points on each 
block as identified in Section 
4 and in Section 5.1.2. 

• Add additional backed 
benches outside specific 
establishments as required. 

• On footpath, locate the 
backs of seats 400mm from 
kerb facing storefronts. 

• Position seats to take advantage 
of summer shade, winter sun and 
interesting views or activities. 

• Locations of existing seats 
should be re-considered at time 
of re-painting and be either 
moved or retained in place. 

Bins

• Locate bins at each corner 
as identified in Section 4 
and in Section 5.1.2. 

Bike Racks

• Locate bike racks as identified in 
Section 4 and in Section 5.1.2. 

Low Fencing

• Locate as marked on plans in 
Section 4 or as necessary.

BACKED BENCH

DESCRIPTION

Street Furniture Australia 
Classic Plaza Seat

MATERIAL

Eco-certified timber battens 
on steel frame as per 
manufacturer specification

COLOUR

As per Eco-certified timber battens

Frame colour to match Satin 
Black 304-7013 (PPG 
Commercial Performance)
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RUBBISH BINS BIKE HOOPS

DESCRIPTION

Furphy Avenue 120L General 
Litter (FFSB013002/ Recyclable 
litter (FFSB013004)

MATERIAL/COLOUR

Timber slats - Oil finish

Black (C/B Night Sky) Satin Finish 

DESCRIPTION

Commercial Systems BR7010 
Bike Leaning Rail

MATERIAL

316 Stainless Steel

COLOUR

Satin Polished

NOTES

A small Shire logo should 
be incorporated. 

LOW HOOPED METAL FENCING

DESCRIPTION

Low fencing to deter 
pedestrian movement 

MATERIAL

Mild steel hot dip galvanised

COLOUR

Black
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5.1.4 PAVING 

DESCRIPTION

The footpaths of Castlemaine are 
primarily asphalt. This material 
is inexpensive, durable, easy to 
replace and it does not draw 
attention away from the built form. 
Asphalt should remain the primary 
paving material throughout the 
town. Stone banding is appropriate 
in some locations as noted. 

LOCATIONS

Asphalt should remain the 
primary footpath material 
throughout the town centre. 

In feature areas such as Frederick 
Street or Mostyn Street plaza or in 
front of important buildings, stone 
banding may be used sparingly. 
The stone should be local stone to 
match existing kerbs and be a similar 
finish, colour, cut and proportion. 
The aim is not to introduce a new 
palette of materials but rather to 
work within the existing palette. 

Pedestrian crossings should be 
asphalt with stone edging. They can 
be raised or flush with the road. The 
stone should match existing. Stone 
abutments must meet the requirements 
of AS 1428.1-209 Clause 7.2.

MATERIAL

• Black asphalt

• Feature stone banding- local 
stone to match kerbs

MAINTENANCE

• Care should be taken to lay 
asphalt in a uniform way and 
without impacting heritage 
kerbs. Asphalt spill on stone 
kerbs in not acceptable 
and should be removed. 

COLOUR
• Standard hot mix - not cafe mix. 
• Stone banding - local 

stone to match kerbs. 

Footpath material #1: Asphalt Footpath material #2: Stone 
banding used sparingly in the 
footpath and on pedestrian 
crossings to match local stone.
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The sawn stone used in this footpath treatment does 
not match the existing stone in the town centre. While 
stone still needs to meet accessibility standards, 
the aesthetic should still match existing stone. 

Overly contemporary aesthetics are less 
appropriate for the primary streetscape 
treatment in the town centre.

The raised wombat crossings with stone 
edges are appropriate for Castlemaine’s 
town centre. If not raised, the stone edging 
clearly demarcates the crossing. 

Asphalt paving is inexpensive, durable, 
easy to replace and does not draw 
attention away from the built form.

The existing crossings in the town 
centre could be upgraded to include 
stone curbs and raised crossings. 

A small amount of banding across an asphalt 
footpath may be appropriate in feature locations, 
however bands should be used sparingly and 
made from local rough stone to match kerbs.

Too smooth and urban. 
Maintain country 

town aesthetic

There are many 
examples of appropriate 

textures found in 
the existing kerbs
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5.1.5 KERBS 
DESCRIPTION

The stone kerbs of Castlemaine, 
constructed with local stone, are one 
of the endearing features of the town. 
The kerbs should be maintained where 
they exist and re-created where they 
don’t throughout the town centre. 

TYPES

There are four types of kerbs 
appropriate for the town 
centre of Castlemaine: 
• Kerb #1 is the heritage kerb 

constructed from local stone. 
• Kerb #2 is a less expensive kerb 

made from sandblasted concrete 
with 10mm-15mm aggregate.

• Kerb# 3 is the existing garden 
kerb - which tends to be made 
from stone of slightly shorter 
lengths than the street kerbs.

• Kerb #4 is a double kerb - a 
variation on the garden kerb 

LOCATIONS
• Kerb #1should be maintained 

wherever they currently exist. 
New kerbs should be added 
in the highest profile streets 
such as Mostyn Street.

• Kerb #2 should be utilised 
where the expense of 
installing stone kerbs is not 
appropriate. It might be used 
in carparks or on driveways. 

• Kerb #3 is the existing garden 
kerb. It should be used for all 
gardens on footpaths throughout 
the town centre and in the 
reimagined Frederick Street. 

• Kerb #4 should be used in 
feature locations such as the 
new median in the Mostyn 
Street raised plaza. 

Local stone kerb is appropriate and 
should be maintained and reinstated 
throughout the town centre

Care should be taken when laying 
asphalt to ensure neat edges that don’t 
compromise the stone kerbs

Sandblasted concrete kerb with 
10mm-15mm aggregate is an appropriate 
less expensive kerb option

Local stone garden edging is appropriate

Double stone garden edging is a feature that 
should be used in key areas such as the extended 
median  at the Mostyn Street raised plaza

The existing rolled cream kerb is not 
appropriate in Castlemaine’s town centre

Kerb #1 Kerb #2

Kerb #3 Kerb #4



52

Concrete crossover with a rectangular culvert 
across the stone channel is acceptable.

Timber crossovers are acceptable 
providing they meet the requirements 
of AS 1428.1 - 2009 Clause 7.2. 

Asphalt on top of a rectangular 
culvert is acceptable.

Make-shift asphalt crossovers compromising 
the stone channels are not acceptable. The 
crossover must be a stand alone component. 

Crossovers in poor repair run the risk of 
blocking water flow and impacting drainage. 

5.1.6 CROSSOVERS

DESCRIPTION

There are a number of crossovers 
throughout the town centre. Not all 
of them are appropriate and should 
be replaced over time as per the 
following guidelines. New crossovers 
should be built to meet accessibility 
requirements per AS 1428.1 -2009. 

TYPES

There are three types of 
crossover appropriate for the 
town centre of Castlemaine: 
• Crossover #1 is a rectangular 

concrete culvert.   
• Crossover #2 is a rectangular 

concrete culvert with asphalt 
footpath over the top. 

• Crossover #3 is a 
timber crossover. 

LOCATIONS

There is no fixed location for the 
various crossovers. Part of the 
charm of Castlemaine is the slightly 
ad hoc placement of streetscape 
features. While some coordination 
is necessary to keep an appropriate 
aesthetic, the approach to crossovers 
should be flexible. However, 
general guidance might be:
• Crossover #1 is suitable 

throughout the town centre
• Crossover #2 is suitable 

for Mostyn Street and 
Hargraves Street in the retail 
section of the town centre. 

• Crossover #3 is more suited 
to the quieter town centre 
streets such as Urhquart Street 
and Templeton Street. 

Crossover #1 Crossover #2 Crossover #3
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A rain garden where storm water is 
channeled into a planted kerb extension 
and allowed to permeate to a certain level 
before entering the storm drain system. 

Rain gardens can fit within the cross-
section of the footpath

5.1.7 STORMWATER 
MANAGEMENT 
STRATEGY

Water sensitive urban design  
(WSUD) is a term broadly used to 
describe the better management 
of storm water to allow it the 
opportunity to permeate back 
into the ground before being 
channeled into the town’s storm water 
underground drainage system. 

The expanses of hard, non-
permeable surfaces in urban areas 
mean that rain water enters the 
underground drainage network 
and is discharged, often kilometres 
away in a creek corridor, which is 
often overburdened by the wash. 

Water sensitive urban design aims to 
collect at least some of the water on 
site before it enters the storm drain 
system. The benefits are two fold:

• Water is allowed to permeate 
into the ground providing 
opportunities for greenery 
and rain gardens. 

• The quantity of water reaching 
the overburdened creek corridors 
following a rain event is reduced. 

There are a few locations throughout 
the town centre where water sensitive 
urban design may be appropriate. 

• Hargraves Street at Forest Street 
just north of the roundabout in the 
existing wide kerb extensions. 

• Existing kerb extensions at 
the intersection of Hargraves 
Street and Mostyn Street

• In the existing carpark behind 
the Market Building and 
beside the supermarket

• In the new streetscape works at 
the southern end of Frederick 
Street at the intersection 
with the Mostyn Street. 

Locals have continually referenced 
the heavy downpours in Castlemaine. 
Water sensitive urban design 
and the use of rain gardens may 
well be an appropriate response, 
however further investigation and 
engineering advice is required. 
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Hargraves Street at Forest Street: Stone channels 
set in wide, asphalt covered kerb extensions 
are prime candidates for water sensitive urban 
design approaches such as rain gardens.

This document also proposes the removal of 
the roundabout at Forest Street and Hargraves 
Street and the ultimate signalisation of the 
intersection. While WSUD interventions and a 
reconfigured intersection could co-exist a decision 
should be made on the future of the roundabout 
before investing in stormwater interventions. 

H
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 E S   S T R E E T 

Hargraves Street, corner of  Forest Street Rain gardens: PLAN

A A

Hargraves Street, corner of Forest Street Rain gardens: SECTION AA 

Rain garden with around 
existing stone channel

Storm water drainage 
system overflow inlet Safety garden edge

Rain garden 1 Rain garden 2
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5.1.8 TEMPORARY 
FEATURES

DESCRIPTION

Given the importance of 
maintaining the historical features 
of the Castlemaine streetscape, 
and the project goal of not 
detracting permanently from the 
architecture of the town centre, 
temporary streetscape features 
are something that could be 
employed from time to time. 

The temporary or ‘pop up’ culture is 
having an impact across the world, 
and while it’s not always appropriate, 
there is a place for it when:

• Improvements need to 
be made quickly

• Improvements need to be 
made inexpensively

• As a way of testing a streetscape 
improvement with the community. 
If it proves to be unpopular, the 
intervention can be removed. 

The improvements to Frederick 
Street might be tested as part of a 
temporary project prior to funding 
for permanent improvements. 

Lighting is a terrific temporary intervention 
that can add another dimension to 
the town centre streetscape. 

Paint is another inexpensive material that can 
be used as a temporary way to enliven a 
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Movable furniture can quickly liven up a space.

Art installations can completely change 
a space for a short or long period 

Encouraging busking or music on the 
street can dramatically change the 
street for an hour or an afternoon. 

Temporary planting can also quickly 
turn a space into somewhere pleasant 
to sit and spend a while. 

Not all public art has to be permanent. 

Temporary features could also include lighting 
to add another dimension to the town centre. 
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5.1.9 PUBLIC ART 

Castlemaine is an ideal candidate 
for an evolving street-based public 
art program, or an art walk. With 
an established arts community, and 
a well-known and respected art 
gallery, there is the opportunity for 
the Castlemaine town centre to be 
a venue for high profile public art. 
Both a walkable town centre and 
a tourist town, the opportunities 
for public art are endless. 

This streetscape document 
does not prescribe the exact 
locations and pieces, but will 
make recommendations around 
the types of public art that could 
be considered if public art were 
to become more prominent.

• Not all art has to be permanent. 
Temporary art works allow 
a great deal of flexibility. 

• Blank building walls provide an 
excellent  canvas. Frederick Street 
is ideal for this type of public art. 

• Beautiful, small, subtle pieces of art, 
as found elsewhere in Castlemaine 
are also appropriate in the town 
centre. The town centre of Werribee 
is a good example of how art can 
be incorporated into a streetscape- 
footpaths and garden areas. 

Blank building walls provide 
an excellent canvas. 

Public art can bring a freshness 
to an old streetscape. 

Beautiful, subtle pieces of art can be 
incorporated into the footpaths and 
garden areas of the streetscape. 

Wayfinding and historical interpretation 
can be incorporated into public art. 

• High quality art embedded into 
the streetscape materials is a way 
of bringing some contemporary 
features into an old streetscape. 

• Lighting can be incorporated 
into public art to add another 
dimension to the streetscape. 

• Wayfinding and historical 
interpretation can be 
incorporated into public art. 
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Existing signage in town centre 
should remain, with some 
subtle tweaks to bring it into 
the same language as the 
rest of the furnishings palette.

DESCRIPTION

Informational and wayfinding 
signage already exists in the 
Castlemaine town centre. This 
provides a strategy for additional 
wayfinding signage and is not 
intended to be a detailed signage 
palette. This should be considered the 
starting point for further investigations. 

STRATEGY

Generally, the signage approach 
should be to add useful and 
necessary signage in a very 
subtle way. The strategy is to 
utilise existing signage so as to be 
cost effective. In addition, where 
possible instead of incorporating 
signage on new posts, it should 
be mounted on existing walls and 
small signage in the ground plane. 

APPROPRIATE SIGNAGE

• Tweak the existing ‘Explore 
Castlemaine’ signage by 
changing the post to black 
and incorporating the same 
‘top of post’ detail as found 
on the heritage bollards.

• Directional signage may 
utilise the same type of 
signage and post. Wall-mounted sign provides information 

without cluttering the street.

Explore Castlemaine sign- 
Replace post with black timber 
post with same top of post 
detail as heritage bollards

Directional signage might also 
utilise the same post detail. 

Wayfinding signage might also 
be incorporated on a black 
metal blade in the footpath. 

Where possible, utilise wall-mounted 
signs to avoid signage clutter. 

Small maps can be 
incorporated into small 
signage blades.

• These are large signs and 
should be used sparingly 
throughout the town. Where 
possible, utilise wall-mounted 
signs to avoid signage clutter. 

• Smaller wayfinding signage 
could be incorporated 
onto black metal blades on 
footpaths or in garden areas. 
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5.1.11 MISCELLANEOUS

PLANTER BOXES

DESCRIPTION

Timber planter boxes are popping 
up around the town centre as 
part of a community initiative for 
vegetable planting.  With a few 
subtle tweaks to the design of the 
planter boxes they can continue to 
be a much loved community asset. 

LOCATIONS

• Community driven,  but their use 
is restricted to Templeton Street 
and Hargraves Street and the 
west side of Barker Street.

MATERIAL 
• Timber sleepers

DIMENSIONS

• Many of the existing planters are 
3 sleepers high. Each planter is to 
be no more than 3 sleepers high 
with a 100mm space between 
the planter box base and the 
footpath. The finished height will 
be approximately 700mm.

COLOUR
• To match RAL 7021 Black Grey 

or RAL 9004 Signal Black

Existing planter boxes are natural timber.
Painted charcoal black to match the 
town centre furnishings palette.
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5.2 PRIORITISATION 
AND 
IMPLEMENTATION 

General Implementation Strategy

The intention of this document is 
to maximise the aesthetic appeal 
and function of the streetscape 
using the rich, intricate built form 
that already exists.  Accordingly, 
recommendations for implementation 
of the Castlemaine Streetscape Plans 
and Design Standard are generally 
subtle, restrained and economical 
with most of the recommendations 
able to be completed as 
funding becomes available or 
as maintenance needs arise.

To implement the recommended 
improvements to the streetscapes of 
Castlemaine, the following list has 
been prioritised in order of need:

High Priority

• Refurbish and add street furniture

• Maintain footpaths

• Maintain, restore and improve 
stone kerbs/channels as required

• Add bike stations and signage

• Frederick Street - undertake 
detailed design and implement

• Mostyn Street – undertake 
detailed design and implement

• Add street trees to Forest Street 
and Barker Street medians

• Add irrigation and understorey 
planting to Forest Street and 
Barker Street medians

• Add passive mid-block crossings 
in medians along Barker Street 
(not formalised crossings) to allow 

pedestrians to cross mid-block 
at refuge points in median

• Implement temporary streetscape 
improvements to test ideas and 
generate community interest

• Develop  and implement a public 
art program and strategy

• Develop a wayfinding 
and signage strategy

• Implement changes to 
planter box guidelines

Medium Priority

• Improve pedestrian crossings 
by adding stone edging 
or raised crossing

• Investigate a storm water 
management strategy

• Investigate possibilities to expand 
the public realm. For example, 
opening up the space in front of 
the supermarket would create 
a mini park/plaza immediately 
adjacent to Mostyn Street

• Provide better pedestrian and 
bicycle access from the town 
centre to Western Reserve by 
adding one or two pedestrian 
crossings on Forest Street

Low Priority

• Systematically underground 
powerlines throughout town centre

• Consider signalising the 
intersection of Mostyn Street and 
Barker Street to provide safe 
access across Barker Street

• Consider removal of the 
roundabout at Forest Street and 
Hargraves Street and add traffic 
signals. In consultation with 
the community, relocate the 
miner’s statue to a high profile 
location in Castlemaine. 

• Construct rain gardens

• Implement a wayfinding 
and signage strategy

5.3 FURTHER 
COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT

The Castlemaine Streetscape Plan 
and Design Standard is a high level 
strategic document. A number of 
the recommendations will result in a 
change to the existing streetscape 
and during the detailed design of 
these projects, further community 
engagement is required. 

Community engagement should 
consider the wider Castlemaine 
community, business community, 
traditional owners in accordance 
with the Dja Dja Wurrung Settlement 
Agreement and the town’s 
children as outlined in the Child 
Friendly Cities and Communities 
Charter, where appropriate.
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Suite 5.04 Level 5, 365 Little Collins Street, Melbourne VIC 3000

Telephone: 0413 295 325 Facsimile: 1300 739 523
traffic@mltraffic.com.au www.mltraffic.com.au

ML Traffic Engineers Pty Ltd
ABN 69 148 048 257

ML
Traffic Engineers

A2015832V 158 Victoria Rd Harcourt Vehicle Access 1.0

26th February 2020

Mt Alexander Shire Council
PO Box 185
Castlemaine VIC 3450

Dear Sir/Madam,

Vehicle Access and Traffic Impact Assessment – Proposed Bakery Café at 158 Victoria
Road, Harcourt

1. Overview and Site Context

We have been commissioned by Blumes Historic Bakery to address Council’s concerns
on vehicle access and traffic, specifically:

 Entry point to the subject property on Victoria Road is on (the continuation of) a
slip lane associated with the left-turn from Harmony Way. Increased traffic may
create safety issues.

 Exit point (the applicant had proposed egress via an informal / unmade crossover
located on the south-west corner of the block) on Warren Street has poor site
distance to east & doesn’t have adequate clearance from native tree.

A bakery exists on the mixed-use site (residential and commercial) for the past 60 years.
The existing crossover on Victoria Road is located 22m from the tangent point (T.P.) of
kerb that demarcates the left turn from Harmony Way to Victoria Road. Minimum
statutory distance from the tangent point is 6m, implying the required minimum distance
is not only met, but exceeded by nearly four-fold. The crossover is located 38m from
Harmony Way. Minimum statutory distance for locating a crossover from an intersection
is 10m, implying the required minimum distance is not only met, but exceeded by nearly
four-fold. See Figure 1.

The width of the westbound carriageway is 6.2m at the crossover of 158 Victoria Road,
and 7.2m at the tangent point of kerb that demarcates the left turn from Harmony Way to
Victoria Road. The widths are measured between the painted continuous edge line and
the hard median. There is 2.0m of sealed shoulder. When considered together with the
widths of the carriageway, there are 8.2m width of bitumen at the crossover of 158
Victoria Road and 9.2m width of bitumen at the tangent point of kerb that demarcates the
left turn from Harmony Way to Victoria Road.
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Figure 1: Location of Existing Crossover on Victoria Road, and Distances from the Tangent Point
(TP) of the Left-Turn Kerb, and to Harmony Way (Intersecting Road)

The subject property has 2 vehicle access points – an existing crossover at 158 Victoria
Road and an existing crossover located on the south-east corner of the property at Warren
Street (rear of property).

2. Victoria Road Access Assessment

I have inspected the site and its surrounds, drove through the roads and streets around the
subject site, counted turning traffic volumes at the intersection of Victoria Road and
Harmony Way, observed vehicles turning (mostly cars, occasional buses, odd heavy
vehicles), noted the 60km/h speed environment as evidenced by signs, and carried out the
observations over different periods of the day – school drop-off, mid-day, school pick-up
and weekend mid-day. In addition, I have plotted the likely swept paths should a through
vehicle be required to pass a left-turning vehicle that is in the process of manoeuvring
into the subject site.
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2.1 Traffic Conditions

Traffic volumes are generally of low order – from an absolute perspective, but
could be construed as relatively busy for a regional location. Busiest times of the
day (where it matters to the applicant’s daytime trading bakery café) are school
drop-off and pick-up periods. See Figures 2, 3, 4 and 5, which present 30-minute
traffic counts on a weekday between 8.30am and 9am, between 12.15pm and
12.45pm and between 3.15pm and 3.45pm, and a weekend day between 12pm
and 12.30pm.

There is a relatively significant number of through movements from High Street
to Victoria Road in the westbound direction. The quantum is often larger than
through movements along Harmony Way.

Right-turn movement from Harmony Way to Victoria Road (north to west) and
the corresponding opposing left-turn movement from Victoria Road to Harmony
Way (west to north) represent the traffic desire line. Freeway ramps are located
½ km west of the intersection of Victoria Road and Harmony Way. The
commercial centre of Harcourt is located 300m north of the intersection of
Victoria Road and Harmony Way. The 60m long right-turn bay on the north
approach of Harmony Way does not reach operational capacity (i.e. it operates
satisfactorily) with car movements. Its length is intended to accommodate an
articulated vehicle plus car traffic.

The number of vehicles travelling in the westbound direction along Victoria
Road, expressed in hourly equivalent by multiplying the 30-minute counts by 2
and rounding up to the nearest 10, are 180 vehicles per hour in the AM peak
period, 60 vehicles per hour in the PM peak period, 100 vehicles per hour in the
PM school pick-up / start of PM commuter peak period and 100 vehicles per hour
on a weekend-day mid-day period.

The intersection of Harmony Way and Victoria Road operates with an excellent
level of service at all times – with minimal queues and minimal stopped delays.
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Warren Street Victoria Road

2 2 1 11 1 18 32

21 11

0

Harmony Way Harmony Way
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Figure 2: 30-Minute Traffic Count: AM School Drop-Off Period, 8.30am to 9am, Wednesday, 19th

February 2020
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Figure 3: 30-Minute Traffic Count: Mid-Day Period, 12.15pm to 12.45pm, Wednesday, 19th February
2020



Vehicle Access Assessment – Proposed Bakery Café at 158 Victoria Road, Harcourt ML
A2015832V 158 Victoria Rd Harcourt Vehicle Access 1.0 Page 5

ML
Traffic Engineers

Warren Street Victoria Road
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Figure 4: 30-Minute Traffic Count: School Pick-up Period, 3.15pm to 3.45pm, Wednesday, 19th

February 2020
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Figure 5: 30-Minute Traffic Count: School Pick-up Period, 12pm to 12.30pm, Saturday, 22nd

February 2020
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The nominal 6m carriageway width allows for larger turning circles for car traffic.
Drivers were not observed to be hugging the left-turn kerb when turning left from
the south approach of Harmony Way or turning right from the north approach of
Harmony Way.

B99 car (5.2m long car that is 99% larger than every other car) swept path
assessment shows the ability to maintain separation between the car that is
manoeuvring to turn left into the site from Victoria Road and (other) cars turning
from Harmony Way to Victoria Road. See Figures 6 and 7.

Heavy Rigid Vehicle (12.5m long truck) swept path assessment shows the ability
to maintain separation between the car that is manoeuvring to turn left into the
site from Victoria Road and (other) cars turning from Harmony Way to Victoria
Road. See Figures 8 and 9.

Figure 6: Concurrent B99 Car Swept Paths – Left-turning Traffic from Harmony Way to Victoria
Road and Left-turning Traffic from Victoria Road to the Subject site



Vehicle Access Assessment – Proposed Bakery Café at 158 Victoria Road, Harcourt ML
A2015832V 158 Victoria Rd Harcourt Vehicle Access 1.0 Page 7

ML
Traffic Engineers

Figure 7: Concurrent B99 Car Swept Paths – Right-turning Traffic from Harmony Way to Victoria
Road and Left-turning Traffic from Victoria Road to the Subject site
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Figure 8: Concurrent Heavy Rigid Vehicle and B99 Car Swept Paths – Left-turning Traffic from
Harmony Way to Victoria Road and Left-turning Traffic from Victoria Road to the Subject site
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Figure 9: Concurrent Heavy Rigid Vehicle and B99 Car Swept Paths – Right-turning Traffic from
Harmony Way to Victoria Road and Left-turning Traffic from Victoria Road to the Subject site



Vehicle Access Assessment – Proposed Bakery Café at 158 Victoria Road, Harcourt ML
A2015832V 158 Victoria Rd Harcourt Vehicle Access 1.0 Page 10

ML
Traffic Engineers

2.2 Safe Intersection Sight Distance (SISD) Criterion

The position of the existing crossover on Victoria Road is considered to be
appropriate, as it is located as far as practically possible from the intersection of
Victoria Road and Harmony Way, without being hard-up against No.156 Victoria
Road (the property to the west, where there is around 4.8m clearance to the
adjacent property), which will result in reduced sight-lines to pedestrians walking
along the property boundary. An access point that is located close to an
intersection will typically not fully satisfy the safe intersection sight distance
(SISD) requirements when measured linearly (i.e. in a straight-line, without
considering peripheral vision when manoeuvring the left or right turn from an
intersecting road).

For a design speed of 60km/h, 123m of SISD is required for a 2.0s of reaction
time – as per Table 3.2 of Austroad’s Guide to Road Design – Part 4A;
Unsignalised and Signalised Intersections. For a design speed of 40km/h, 73m of
SISD is required for a 2.0s of reaction time. My contention is that the likely
traffic speed in the vicinity of the subject site’s access point is close to 40km/h –
given that drivers are required to negotiate an intersection (left-turn from a major
road approach, right-turn from a major road approach and through from a minor
road approach. Given so, I am of the opinion that reasonable compliance with the
SISD criterion is achieved taking into consideration peripheral vision when
manoeuvring through the intersection of Victoria Road and Harmony Way. 73m
of SISD is available from the north approach of Victoria Road (which involves a
right turn) and the east approach of Harmony Way (which involves a through
movement after giving way to traffic on Harmony Way). 57m of SISD is
available from the south approach of Harmony Road (which involves a left turn).
See Figures 10, 11, 12 and 13.
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Figure 10: Aerial View showing SISD Reference Points

Crossover of
No.158
Victoria Road
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Figure 11: Peripheral View of the Crossover of No.158 Victoria Road, from a
location approximately 73m on the North Approach of Harmony Way

Figure 12: Peripheral View of the Crossover of No.158 Victoria Road, from a
location approximately 57m on the South Approach of Harmony Way

No.158 Victoria
Road has 73m of
SISD

No.158 Victoria
Road has 53m
of SISD
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Figure 13: Direct View of the Crossover of No.158 Victoria Road, from a location
approximately 73m on the East Approach of High Street

3. Exit Point on Warren Street – Tree Related Sight-Line Issue

The applicant had initially proposed the exit point to be located between the shed and
boundary fence of No.4 Warren Street (the property to the west). I have inspected this
location and concur with Council that sight-line is severely constrained due to the girth of
the tree trunk and the proximity of the tree to the path of the driver. I advised the
applicant to close off this exit point.

In lieu, I submit that the existing crossover and driveway, located between the shed and
the boundary fence of No.2b Warren Street (the property to the east), be used. This is an
existing crossover. Sight-line issues associated with the previous crossover location no
longer applies. See Figures 14 to 17.

No.158 Victoria
Road has 73m of
SISD
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Figure 14: Proposed (Re-Use of the Existing) Crossover on Warren Street, that is
located on the South-Eastern Corner of the Site
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Figure 15: View of Exiting Car at the Proposed Crossover on Warren Street, located
on the South-East Corner of the Subject Site

Figure 16: View to the left (east) of an Exiting Driver at the Proposed Crossover on
the South-Eastern Corner of No.158 Victoria Road, Harcourt
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Figure 17: View to the right (west) of an Exiting Driver at the Proposed Crossover
on the South-Eastern Corner of No.158 Victoria Road, Harcourt

4. Car Park Provision and Layout

With 100m2 of commercial space and a dwelling, the applicant is required to provide 6
on-site car parking spaces, based on Clause 52.06’s parking rate of 4 spaces per 100m2

for a shop and 2 spaces per dwelling with 3 or more bedrooms. Given the size of the
block, there is no issue in satisfying the parking requirement. An 8-car space layout is
illustrated in Figure 18.
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Figure 18: Indicative 8-car Carpark Layout (6 Spaces Required)

5. Traffic Generation

Weekday traffic generation is an unknown quantum at this point in time – as demand will
comprise a mixture of passing traffic (locals and out of town), school-related traffic
during drop-off and pick-up times and customers from the local catchment. A survey of
customer arrivals and departures was undertaken for a full trading day on Saturday, 22nd

February 2020. Nominal peak traffic generation is in the order of 18 trips per hour.

Time of Day Arrivals Departures Time of Day Arrivals Departures
8am to 9am 2 2 1pm to 2pm 8 8

9am to 10am 9 8 2pm to 3pm 5 5
10am to 11am 6 7 3pm to 4pm 2 2
11am to 12pm 9 8 4pm to 5pm 2 2
12pm to 1pm 8 9

Table 1: Customer Related Traffic Generation
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6. Traffic Impact

The impact of 18 (two-way) trips per hour will not adversely affect the operation of the
surrounding road network. Up to 9 cars per hour would be turning left from Victoria
Road. Given the relatively low traffic volumes on Victoria Road, 6m of carriageway
width excluding the 2m road shoulder at the crossover, relatively low speeds given the
proximity to an intersection and the 60km/h posted speed limit, and acceptable safe
intersection sight distances (SISDs) available to drivers manoeuvring the intersection of
Victoria Road and Harmony Way, I am of the opinion that the traffic impact from the
proposal can be satisfactorily accommodated without adverse impacts on other road
users.

7. Conclusion

The proposed use of 158 Victoria Road, Harcourt, as a bakery café, in conjunction with
retaining the existing residence, will not result in adverse impacts on other road users.

If you have any questions regarding the contents of this report, please do not hesitate to
ring me on 0413 295 325, or email me at mlee@mltraffic.com.au.

Yours sincerely

Michael Lee, BEng (Monash, 1989)
Principal




