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Traditional Owners
Mount Alexander Shire Council acknowledges the 
Dja Dja Wurrung as the traditional owners of the 
lands and waters (Djandak) of Mount Alexander 
Shire.
Council acknowledges the vital role of the traditional 
owners and that European colonisation caused 
disruption and grief to the indigenous population 
including alienation from their traditional Country 
(Djandak) and their cultural practices.

Council acknowledges that with strength and 
wisdom Dja Dja Wurrung people proudly survive 
and continue to practice their culture and customs, 
experiencing a close cultural, spiritual, physical, 
social, historical and economic relationship with 
their Country (Djandak) which includes Mount 
Alexander Shire.
Council recognises the traditional and cultural 
association of the Dja Dja Wurrung people to their 
Country today.

Council recognises the Recognition and Settlement 
Agreement 2013 between the Victorian 
Government and the Dja Dja Wurrung Clans 
Aboriginal Corporation including the Land Use 
Activity Agreement.

Contributions 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Prepared for: Prepared by:

Contributions by Mount Alexander Shire Council 
councillors, Council officers, Newstead Historical 
Society members, Newstead Landcare Group members, 
Newstead Walks and Wheels Committee members and 
all Newstead community members that participated in 
meetings and discussions are greatly acknowledged 
and appreciated.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This Landscape Management Plan (the Plan) provides 
guidance to Council and the local community for the 
future management of Rotunda Park, Newstead. The 
Plan outlines a final landscape design and the actions 
necessary to achieve it.

As a package, the actions are simple and functional 
improvements that complement existing park features 
to:

• Create an enhanced park presence and an
attractive gateway to Newstead

• Provide for passive recreational opportunities and
community events

• Protect and enhance the park’s habitat and other
environmental values

• Manage vehicle access into the park and improve
accessibility

• Recognise and highlight identified heritage
elements of the park

• Improve the economic benefits to the town through
increased visitors

The actions have been listed with consideration of their 
priority and timing. 

A range of stakeholders were consulted in various 
ways throughout the development of the Plan. 
Feedback was available through an initial ‘listening 
post’ near the site, a community survey and a final on-
site ‘walk-shop’ with community members. The Plan 
was refined in response to this community feedback.

The majority of respondents stated that trees were the 
most valued asset in the park, followed by the open 
spaces, the rotunda and public toilets. The majority of 
respondents said that the rotunda should be replaced 
with either a modern version of the shelter or some 
sort of performance sound-shell.

Newstead is a strong, creative and active community. 
The final landscape design for Rotunda Park and the 
associated actions outline an exciting future for this 
significant open space asset in Newstead.

The Plan is to be implemented with consideration to 
the findings of the Cultural Heritage Management Plan.
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ROTUNDA PARK – FINAL LANDSCAPE DESIGN
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BACKGROUND

Rotunda Park is located on the corner of the Pyrenees 
Highway and Clyde Street, approximately 600 
metres from the centre of Newstead. It is a semi-
developed park, approximately 5.2 hectares in size 
with a natural landscape character. The park forms 
the eastern gateway to Newstead and features 
modest infrastructure with a BBQ shelter, toilet block, 
picnic table and illustrated interpretation sign as a 
central gathering space. The park includes areas of 
environmental value and an existing open grass area 
used for community events and informal passive 
recreation.

The park gets its name from the prominent band 
rotunda that was erected on the site in 1905. In 1986, 
local support led to the Crown land area being 
reserved for use as a public park. The following year, 
1987, the base of the rotunda was rebuilt. However 
over time the rotunda fell into disrepair and to 
maintain public safety it was removed in 2015.

The Major Mitchell Memorial Cairn sits on a stony 
hilltop on the southern edge of the park making it 
visible from the Pyrenees Highway. The memorial 
was unveiled in 1936 to commemorate the centenary 
of Major Mitchell’s 1836 expedition. 

The Dja Dja Wurrung are the traditional owners of the 
lands and waters (Djandak) of Mount Alexander Shire 
inclusive of the lands and waters within the park.

The park is valued for its ecological attributes:
“Several local experts have independently praised the 
park’s natural assets: lovely big eucalypts, the creek, 
abundant birdlife, and ecological wood in standing 
dead trees and on the ground. The park also provides 
important habitat to many native fauna species, 
including the threatened Powerful Owl, and supports 
endangered Ecological Vegetation Classes (EVCs) 
Creekline Grassy Woodland (EVC 68) and Alluvial 
Terraces Herb-rich Woodland (EVC 67).”  Newstead 
Landcare Group.

An abandoned pine plantation makes up the western 
tip of the park. The pine plantation was once a 
profitable venture for the local primary school 
however this scale of forestry is considered to be no 
longer viable.
Refer to Existing Conditions Site Analysis Plan 2016 
(Appendix 1) for further details about the current 
condition of the site. 

Land ownership and management
Rotunda Park is located on Crown land and Mount 
Alexander Shire Council is the appointed Committee 
of Management. (Reserve ID 0606942 - A 1 Sec 17 
Township of Newstead Parish of Strangways)

Planning zones
The site is covered by the following Local Provisions 
of the Mount Alexander Planning Scheme:

• Public Conservation and Resource Zone (PCRZ)
• Heritage Overlay (HO1230)

• Wildfire Management Overlay (WMO)
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As part of Plan development, three methods of 
consultation were used to gather community 
perspectives on the heritage and other community 
values of the park, its use, issues and opportunities 
for future management:
• A community listening post to gather community

knowledge about the site

• A survey to seek broader community views

• A walk-shop (a walking workshop) was held
during the draft Plan stage

Community listening post
A listening post was held at a local café to gather 
community knowledge about the site.  This provided 
community members with an opportunity to talk to 
the consultant and Council officers in a relaxed 
atmosphere, without any preconceptions about the 
Plan’s intent.

Survey
An online survey was conducted over a seven week 
period and made available to the local community 
on Council’s website. Hardcopies were made 
available at the Council Civic Centre, and locally in 
a Newstead café and at the Rural Transaction 
Centre. The survey was promoted in the local 
newsletter The Echo, and through a media release 
inviting community members to have their say on 
what they value about Rotunda Park. There were a 
total of 72 responses to the survey.

Given that the majority of respondents live in 
Newstead or surrounding areas, the number of 
regular visits to the park is quite low with only 25% 
of respondents visiting the park on more than a 
weekly basis. More than 60% of the respondents 
were in the 50-69 year old range category, with less 
than 3% of respondents under the age of 30.

The three most common reasons for people to visit 
the park are for community or social gatherings, 
passive recreation and to experience nature. Several 
common response themes emerged, including the 
native habitat and the ability to have informal 
community gatherings.

Some of the comments from the Survey were:

• “I love its large uncluttered space surrounded by the
natural vegetation, creek, easy access to town, and
I like the way that  the Major Mitchell Memorial
surrounded by the native vegetation connects us to
the former settlers residents of our town...  and the
people and creatures before that”

• “I love the space, that it’s largely an open space
surrounded by trees and that there are no fences.
I like the BBQ being there and have used it a few
times in the evening as a picnic place for an outdoor
family outing. I love the birdlife there. I like the fact
that there are no bloody council signs saying this is
a rotunda park”

• “It’s a public, open space which welcomes people
into the town.”

The items that people didn’t like about Rotunda Park 
were the removal of the rotunda, weeds, underutilised 
space, poor access and lack of infrastructure. The 
things that people wanted to see changed were for the 
rotunda to be replaced as well as improved park 
management and facilities.

The majority of respondents stated that trees were the 
most valued asset in the park, followed by the open 
spaces, the rotunda and public toilets. The majority of 
respondents said that the rotunda should be replaced 
with either a modern version of the shelter or some sort 
of performance sound-shell.

Walk-shop (A Walking Workshop )
A walk-shop (a walking workshop) was held during 
the draft Plan stage. Approximately 20 local residents 
attended. The on-site consultation provided an 
opportunity for attendees to fully understand the impact 
of any proposed changes and opportunities identified in 
the draft plan and provide feedback.

CONSULTATION 
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LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT PLAN

Within a long-term funding framework, the proposed 
actions focus on opportunities to facilitate easy use 
and maintenance, whilst re-activating Rotunda Park 
as an important events and meeting place for locals 
and visitors.

The proposed improvements are based on professional 
judgement and community feedback gathered through 
the Plan’s development process.
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DISCUSSION OF ACTIONS

Cultural Heritage Management Plan
Due to the proximity of the Mia Mia Creek, a Cultural 
Heritage Management Plan (CHMP) has been 
completed.  Culturally sensitive areas have been 
identified within Rotunda Park and reference to the 
CHMP is required before commencing any significant 
excavation works. 

Village green open space
Newstead is a strong, creative and active community, 
and it is proposed that an existing flat, open space area 
remains as a key events space for use by the 
community. The area identified as the ‘village green’ in 
the Final Landscape Design would form a site for future 
community events and activities.

An existing vehicle track that divides the open area is 
to be decommissioned. It detracts from the park’s 
visual appeal and will not be required for access to the 
BBQ area.

No new trees should be planted in this area to ensure 
it remains open and unencumbered.

Pedestrian path network
Several new pedestrian paths have been proposed 
within the Plan. All pedestrian paths should be 
constructed using locally sourced gravel or toppings. 

Paths should be constructed with the lowest 
environmental impact possible. A ‘no-dig’ construction 
method should be considered where possible. Path 
alignments should always avoid the critical root zones 
of trees. A cultural heritage assessment may be 
required before paths can be constructed.

Primary paths
A loop path is proposed to encourage users to walk 
further and experience more of the park. The path 
will greatly improve park accessibility by creating an 
evenly graded connection to key destinations within 
the park. Primary paths will be two metres wide to 
provide access for pedestrians, cyclists and 
maintenance vehicles.
It is proposed that two sections of new primary path 
will connect the existing northern fire access track to 
create a loop.

The first section of the path will connect the south-
west Pyrenees Highway park entry to the corner of 
Cameron Road and Maclaren Road.  This section 
will connect the Major Mitchell Memorial Cairn 
forecourt, the existing toilet and upgraded internal 
car park, the BBQ shelter and rotunda site.

The second section will connect the south-west 
Pyrenees Highway park entry through the pine forest 
area to the Access Track at the northwest corner of 
the site. This section of path will require a pedestrian 
crossing over the Mia Mia Creek. The creek crossing 
will need to be flood resistant and cost effective. A fit 
for purpose causeway with appropriate advisory 
signage is recommended. It is expected the northern 
fire access track will be improved to accommodate 
more frequent pedestrian use.

Secondary gravel paths
Several new secondary paths have been proposed 
to further improve the accessibility and discovery of 
the park by all users. Secondary path alignments 
also aim to improve pedestrian and vegetation 
management across the site. Path width is 1.2 
metres wide.
Refer to the Final Landscape Design for suggested 
alignments.
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Vegetation management
Remnant bushland/grassland area 
The Newstead Landcare Group has an established 
history of improving the remnant bushland/grassland 
area of Rotunda Park. The group have been 
instrumental in planting locally indigenous plants and 
committing hundreds of volunteer hours to improving 
the environmental values of this significant local 
ecology and habitat site. The Newstead Landcare 
Group worked with local primary school students to 
make and erect 25 nesting boxes in this area to 
create additional habitat opportunities for hollow 
dependant fauna.

The Newstead Landcare Group has demonstrated 
commitment and stewardship for this site over a long 
period. It is anticipated that the group will continue to 
be a key driver and project partner with Council for 
any vegetation related projects in this area.

Creek bank/riparian revegetation 
The Mia Mia Creek runs through the site. The creek 
is dry most of the year and its banks are generally 
degraded with some riparian vegetation present. As 
part of the management plan there is a key 
opportunity to improve the riparian zone associated 
with the creek.  Three main sections of riparian 
vegetation improvement have been identified:

• the section of creek that runs through the pine
forest area

•
an existing swale drain that runs through the
southern part of the site

• the creek line that runs through the remnant
bushland/grassland area of the park

Creek bank revegetation should be considered to 
assist with erosion control. This will be particularly 
important following the removal of mature pine trees 
from the southern extent of the pine forest area to 
create a firebreak. Other short-term erosion control 
measures should also be considered.

Ongoing revegetation of the creek bank running through 
the remnant bushland/grassland area of the park 
should be undertaken in consultation with the Newstead 
Landcare Group.  It was identified during on-site 
consultations that removal of weed species is a short-
term priority in this area.

Open woodland 
Currently this area has a sparse, broken canopy with 
areas of mature revegetation plantings that are largely 
dead or senescing. One of the key requests emerging 
from the community survey was the desire for more tree 
planting in this area.

It is envisioned that this area could be revegetated with 
long-lived, locally indigenous canopy trees to create 
a continuous canopy with pockets of understorey 
plantings. The resulting woodland canopy would 
become the north-eastern edge of the village green 
and a potential future events-only camping ground in 
support of local events.

For ease of establishment and ongoing maintenance, 
locally indigenous trees and understorey vegetation 
could be planted simultaneously in large clusters to 
create future forest rooms for special events and event 
camping.

Escarpment areas
These areas appear to be environmental weed 
hotspots. Weed removal programs have been carried 
out in the past by the Newstead Landcare Group to 
remove broom and blackberry plants.

Revegetation in these areas should aim to assist bank 
stabilisation and reduce weed establishment.



14

Pine forest areas 
It is recommended that the senescing pine plantation 
be removed in stages due to the variable condition of 
the plantation and the cost of their removal. It is also 
expected that a staged tree removal program (west to 
east) may help to reduce the impact on the observed 
Powerful Owl pair that inhabit the area.

Ideally, as each section of the forest is removed it 
should be remediated and revegetated with locally 
indigenous vegetation. Areas required for future 
logging access should not be revegetated until access 
to that area is no longer required.

Understorey planting opportunities
The southern frontage of the park, adjacent to the 
Pyrenees Highway, should be treated as the eastern 
gateway to Newstead. Currently the ‘gateway 
experience’ is created by a stand of mature eucalypts 
separating the park from the road. Improving the 
middle ground of this view with an understorey of 
locally indigenous plantings would further reinforce 
the gateway experience.

Indigenous bush food demonstration garden
At the south-west pedestrian entry to the park is 
an ideal location for an indigenous ‘bush food’ 
demonstration garden. This area of the park would 
be filled with indigenous food and medicinal plants 
for the purpose of education, interpretation and 
connection to local indigenous culture.

This space could also act as an outdoor classroom 
for Newstead Primary School and other local 
schools. A group seating area has been suggested 
to provide an opportunity for small groups to gather 
and learn about local bushfoods.

Local indigenous representatives and the Newstead 
Primary school should be included in the future 
development of this garden area.

Refer to Appendix 2 - ‘Indigenous Plants, 
Indigenous People’

Vehicle access and parking
Access tracks to be decommissioned 
It is proposed to decommission the existing vehicle 
track that cuts through the centre of the village green.  
This track is unnecessary, unsightly and encourages 
visitors to park their vehicle too close to the existing 
BBQ area. This track should be removed as part of the 
village green development. For a successful long-term 
outcome, proposed park fencing on the eastern and 
southern boundary of the park should be installed 
before village green works are completed.

The site access track directly off the Pyrenees Highway 
and opposite the Major Mitchell Cairn is awkward, 
unnecessary and steep. This vehicle track and entry 
is to be decommissioned and replaced with a more 
accessible pedestrian path from the Major Mitchell 
Memorial to the BBQ area.

Upgraded access tracks
The plan recommends retaining and upgrading the 
existing internal vehicle access track along the south 
side of the park. This will become the only publically 
accessible vehicle track in the park to provide vehicle 
access to the existing toilet block and BBQ. It is 
recommended that a compacted gravel track or ‘spray 
seal’ product be considered.

While outside of the park boundary, the fire access 
track to the north serves a key role in the potential 
circulation and pedestrian accessibility of the park. The 
track surface is to be upgraded as appropriate so the 
track is more accessible while maintaining its function 
as a fire access track.

Upgraded parking areas
The surface of existing informal parking area is to be 
upgraded to account for use associated with reduced 
parking freedom across the site. It is recommended 
that a compacted gravel or ‘spray seal’ product be 
considered.

Parking areas will be upgraded on the Pyrenees 
Highway at the south-west entry to the park, in front of 
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the existing toilet block and on the Clyde Street 
frontage of the park.  Consider provision for overflow 
car parking area adjacent to the proposed upgraded 
parking area on Clyde Street.

Fencing
Fences to be decommissioned
It is recommended that the northern and southern 
(Pyrenees Highway frontage) fence lines of the park 
be decommissioned. Remove wire only and retain 
posts where possible, to maintain reference to site 
boundary and rustic character.

Decommission the fence between the pine forest 
area and remnant bushland/grassland area. Remove 
all traces of the fence once the eastern section of the 
pine forest is removed and revegetation works 
commence.

Proposed fences
Create a new fence line on the eastern edge of the 
park. Consider Council standard raw timber bollards 
with post and rail sections as required. The new fence 
line is to be placed to prevent vehicles from accessing 
the park and define upgraded parking areas. It is also 
intended that the proposed fence line will help to 
prevent illegal dumping that currently occurs at the 
north-eastern corner of the park.

The new fence line on the southern edge of the park 
(Pyrenees Highway frontage) is to be constructed on 
the far side of the upgraded vehicle access track. 
This measure aims to limit vehicle access into the 
park and define upgraded car parking areas. 
Consider Council standard raw timber bollards with 
post and rail sections as required.

As an alternative to bollards, the barrier between the 
upgraded vehicle track and Village Green area may 
consist of boulders within planted areas as a visually 
softer vehicle boundary.

Meeting place upgrades
Major Mitchell memorial forecourt
Located on the top of the hill, this space features 
commanding views across the park.  The memorial 
cairn sits proudly atop a rocky headland in its bush 
surrounds.

A clear message that emerged during community 
consultation was to not overdevelop this part of the site.  
In response to this sentiment, the plan recommends an 
improved forecourt of grass flanked by large seating 
logs to create a space of simple contemplation.

Existing shelter and BBQ area 
Upgrade the surface and drainage by placing a 
permeable surface such as gravel or toppings. 
Consider extending the concrete slab below the BBQ 
Shelter to meet the full extent of the structure. The 
existing interpretation signboard and rustic timber table 
should be retained and taken as inspiration for future 
interpretation and furniture elements for the site.

Existing public toilet site
Consider concreting around the existing toilet block to 
ensure effective drainage, ease of maintenance and 
structural stability.

Seating areas
Additional seating was a key request emerging from the 
community survey. Suggested seating area locations 
have been shown around the park to allow moments 
of respite and contemplation in natural surrounds. 
Consider gravel aprons, without formal edging, around 
each seating element for ease of maintenance and 
accessibility.

Council’s suite of furniture for environmental areas is a 
rustic timber style and this is considered to be the 
preferred furniture style for Rotunda Park.
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Park signage
Park name signage
It is recommended that one or two park name signs 
be placed facing the Pyrenees Highway at the 
southeast and or southwest corners of the park. 
VicRoads approval will be required if signs are to be 
placed in the Pyrenees Highway road reserve.

Directional signage (wayfinding):
Consider implementing a suite of directional signage 
(wayfinding) to guide visitors around and through the 
site. Types of directional signage may include post 
markers, street style directional signage, distance 
markers and park maps at entry points. Signage could 
also indicate links to other walking tracks in the area.

A local group called Newstead Walks and Wheels has 
been mapping proposed local walking tracks, many of 
which include Rotunda Park as a potential starting 
point. With adequate signage, the park could become 
a key starting point for several local walking (and 
wheeling) routes.

Interpretive signage
It is recommended that interpretive signage focus on 
three key themes of the park:
• Aboriginal history

• Environmental values
• Post settlement history
Individual signs and content should be developed with 
the assistance of an interpretive signage specialist. 
Include appropriate authorities and local experts in 
the sourcing of content and images to ensure factual 
accuracy and cultural sensitivity.

Special projects
Rotunda replacement 
The replacement of the recently demolished rotunda 
was an ever-present theme throughout the consultation 
for the project. Three clear options emerged from 
community responses and discussions:
• Rebuild a replica of the previous rotunda

• Replace the rotunda with an accessible off-the-shelf
rotunda

• Develop a soundshell / performance space tailored
to current and future Newstead community events

It is expected that the cost of each option will vary 
dramatically.

Further consideration is required to develop a viable 
budget and appropriate direction for the future 
structure.

New public toilet
A new toilet site has been indicated on Clyde Street in 
the event that the existing toilet is to be replaced.  The 
proposed site sits adjacent to the existing sewer line 
and would be DDA compliant and more accessible to 
visitors.
It is recommended that an off-the-shelf facility with at 
least two cubicles be built. A self-cleaning toilet is not 
considered appropriate.
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Site management
Park mowing
The Plan aims to reduce the area of general mowing 
activities by improving key grassed areas such as the 
village green and the forecourt to the Major Mitchell 
Memorial Cairn. It is envisioned that existing periphery 
grass areas be converted to indigenous understory 
plantings including a bush food demonstration garden 
at the southwest entry.

It is intended that a firebreak will be created where 
the park abuts private property on the southwest 
boundary of the park. The existing pine trees along 
this boundary will be removed and a proposed 
pedestrian path constructed to separate the creek 
bank revegetation area from the mown/slashed 
firebreak area.

Vehicle access
A locked maintenance access gate has been 
proposed off Clyde Street. This entry point would be 
predominantly used by Council maintenance 
vehicles. It is recommended that special access 
permission be sought from Council by event 
organisers if vehicle access is required beyond public 
vehicle access areas.

Rubbish removal
There is currently one general waste 240L rubbish 
bin at the BBQ area. It is recommended that a 
comingled recycling bin be installed. With the 
assistance of entry signage, visitors to the park 
should be encouraged to take their rubbish with them.

Additional bins should be provided for large events. In 
addition to general waste, recycling and compostable 
waste receptacles are considered appropriate for 
events.

Public toilet maintenance
The existing toilet block is regularly cleaned and 
maintained by Council.  Council will continue to maintain 
the facility at current levels.

Façade improvement, such as timber cladding may be 
considered to improve the structure’s appearance. Any 
façade upgrades should consider robust and low 
maintenance material options.

BBQ shelter
The BBQ shelter, originally erected by the Lions Club, 
is structurally sound and a low priority for future 
replacement. The BBQ is routinely cleaned by Council 
and this service will continue into the future.

Events and camping
The site has a history of free public camping and 
camping associated with annual community events. 
Based on challenging management issues associated 
with public campgrounds and the unfavourable 
community response to the suggestion of formalising 
public camping on the site, it is recommended that 
Rotunda Park not be considered as a potential formal 
camping site.

The area on north-eastern edge of the proposed village 
green could be utilised for future events-only camping 
ground in support of local community events. At other 
times throughout the year, camping should not be 
permitted.
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Maintenance and responsibilities 
by others
Newstead Landcare Group
Newstead Landcare Group has an important role in 
the future of the park. The group aims to continue 
habitat restoration works, weed control, revegetation 
planting, maintaining nest boxes, and using the park for 
educational purposes. They will continue to work with 
Council in the preservation and management of this 
important community park.

North Central Catchment Management Authority 
(NCCMA)
The NCCMA is responsible for the Mia Mia Creek 
catchment. Any works within or around the creek should 
be referred to the NCCMA for review.

Department of Environment Land Water and 
Planning (DELWP)
The fire access track easement to the north of site is 
managed by DELWP. This track must remain open at all 
times for fire access.

Country Fire Authority (CFA)
Wildfire management strategies and known risks should 
be considered as part of any revegetation planting 
undertaken in the park. The CFA should be consulted 
during the development of the park to ensure fire risks 
are appropriately managed.

VicRoads
VicRoads are responsible for the management of the 
Pyrenees Highway road reserve. Any works proposed 
in the road reserve should be referred to VicRoads for 
review and approval.

Council supported community working bees
Community organised working bees have been 
successful on this site in the past. Feedback received 
as part of the Plan consultation process indicated that 
working bees may be an effective way for appropriate 
improvements to be realised over a shorter time frame.
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APPENDIXES

APPENDIX 1: 
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APPENDIX 2: 
Indigenous Plants, Indigenous People (Bush Food Plant 
List)

APPENDIX 3: 
Ecological Vegetation Class (EVC) Sheets



21

APPENDIX 1
Existing Conditions Site Analysis Plan 2016
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APPENDIX 2
INDIGENOUS PLANTS, INDIGENOUS PEOPLE (BUSH FOOD PLANT LIST)

INDIGENOUS PLANTS, INDIGENOUS PEOPLE
The Koorie people of central Victoria relied on the indigenous flora and fauna for all their daily seeds, from food 
and medicine to tools and string. Today we are reliant on manufactured food, materials and medicines (often from 
outside our region) and we are not likely to change our custom, but knowing about the traditional uses of the native 
plants around us adds to our appreciation of them in the bush and in our gardens. 

Here follows a list of some of the uses of the indigenous plants available from Newstead Natives Nursery. Exact 
details of food and medicine preparations are not known so be very cautious in any experimentation. 

Acacia dealbata – SILVER WATTLE bark of this tree used for water vessels; seeds eaten; wood used to make 
stone axe handles; gum used as food – eaten or dissolved in water with 
flower nectar to make sweet drinks. Gum also used as an ointment or 
adhesive when mixed with ash.

Acacia implexa – LIGHTWOOD bark of this 5 to 10m tall tree used for fibre and string.
Acacia mearnsii – LATE BLACK 
WATTLE

open, spreading tree providing gum (used as above); bark for twine and 
medicine (infusion made to treat indigestion); wood for weapons.

Acacia melanoxylon – 
BLACKWOOD

long-lived, tall tree with seeds high in protein and green pods may be 
edible, wood used  for spear throwers, shields and clubs; fibre used 
to make fishing lines; infusion made from bark used as a treatment for 
rheumatism.

Acacia pycnantha – GOLDEN 
WATTLE

2 to 3m open shrub providing gum (used as above)

Acacia provincialis – INLAND 
WIRILDA

fast-growing 3 to 5m tall shrub providing edible seeds.

Arthropodium strictum – 
CHOCOLTE LILY

attractive perennial with tuberous roots eaten roasted.

Banksia marginata – SILVER 
BANKSIA

small tree with lemon coloured flowerheads Autumn and Winter – soaked in 
water to extract nectar.

Billardiera cymosa – SWEET 
APPLEBERRY

climber producing small fruits with a faint aniseed flavour and apple smell. 

Bulbine bulbosa – BULBINE LILY perennial with bulbous tubers, eaten steamed.
Burchardia umbellata – 
MILKMAIDS

perennial 30cm tall with long starchy roots (5mm thick and up to 10 tubers 
per plant) harvested at any time of year and cooked before eating.

Caesia calliantha – BLUE GRASS-
LILY

crisp, finger-shaped tubers eaten fresh (sweet and not starchy).

Carex tereticaulis – BASKET 
SEDGE

strong fibres along stems used for basket-making.

Carpobrotus modestus – INLAND 
PIGFACE

salty tasting leaves eaten fresh or cooked; red succulent fruits ripen in 
summer and eaten raw (sweet).

Clematis microphylla – SMALL-
LEAF CLEMATIS

climber with long taproots eaten baked; root fibres made into fine string 
then woven into headbands.

Centipeda cunninghamii – 
OLD MAN WEED or 
SNEEZEWEED 

curative plant – a decoction (big bundles of the plant boiled down) used as 
a tonic for colds and chest complaints and as a skin lotion.

Convolvulus angustissimus – 
BLUSHING BINDPLANT

this small trailing or climbing plant has medicinal uses as well as an edible 
woody taproot (cooked in baskets then kneaded into a dough).

Dianella admixta – BLACK-
ANTHER FLAX-LILY

robust tufted plant 1m tall x 1m to 2m yielding fibre and dark blue shiny 
berries to eat or use to obtain blue dye.
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Enchylaena tomentosa – RUBY 
SALTBUSH

prostrate plant with tasty red button-like berries and leaves used as a 
green vegetable.

Eucalyptus camaldulensis– RIVER 
RED GUM

large tree with many uses: bark used for shelters, shields and canoes 
(for canoes a large sheet of thick bark with pointed ends was cut out is 
Spring and Summer and the inside washed with clay); nectar from flowers 
(October, November) makes a sweet drink; seeds eaten- preparation not 
known; gum has healing properties; sweet drink made from lerps gathered 
from the leaves (lerps are sugary deposits excreted by psyllid insects that 
feed on eucalypt leaves).

Eucalyptus obliqua – MESSMATE tall tree yielding sheets of bark used to make a “tied:” canoe (ends tied with 
cord of bark fibre); outer brittle bark powdered to use for catching sparks 
in fire-making; inner bark used to make coarse string for bags and fishing 
nets.

Eucalyptus viminalis – MANNA 
GUM

this tall tree provides manna (a sweet exudate of sap from the bark or 
leaves of plants often produced as a result of injury by insects) which 
accumulates as small white nodules and has to be gathered quickly after 
it falls or ants carry it away; leaves laid on a fire and the smoke reduced 
fever.

Glycine tabacina – VARIABLE 
GLYCINE

scrambling plant with very starchy edible taproot, licorice flavoured.

Kennedia prostrata – RUNNING 
POSTMAN

groundcover with red pea flowers in spring full of yummy nectar.

Linum marginale – NATIVE FLAX slender plant to 1m tall with edible seeds (oily); fibre used as string.
Lomandra longifolia – SPINY-
HEADED MAT-RUSH

tussocky plant to 1m x 1m with edible flowers; tender white bases of 
leaves also edible (flavour of fresh, green peas); the strap-shaped leaves 
were also used for weaving fine baskets and mats, or could be split or 
scraped to provide fibre for string bags.

Mentha australis – RIVER MINT this 1m x 1m native herb provides leaves to flavour cooked food, or make a 
steam inhalation for coughs and colds.

Microseris lanceolata – 
YAM DAISY or MYRNONG

radish-like tuber eaten raw or cooked in baskets in earth ovens.

Poa species – 
TUSSOCK GRASSES

fibre used to make string for nets, bags, baskets and mats; these and other 
grasses (Including Rytidosperma species – Wallaby Grasses) used as 
native pastures for native fauna which were then hunted and eaten cooked.

Podolepis jaceoides – 
SHOWY PODOLEPIS

perennial daisy with attractive yellow flowers and edible thickened roots.

Pelargonium rodneyanum– 
MAGENTA STORK’S-BILL

very showy plant 20cm tall x 40cm with magenta flowers and tuberous 
roots cooked and eaten like a radish – nutritious and starchy.

Rubus parvifolius – 
NATIVE RASPBERRY  

a prickly creeper with edible soft red fruit.

Solanum laciniatum – 
KANGAROO APPLE

fast-growing dense 2 to 3m shrub with fruit poisonous when green but 
edible when fully ripe (orange and soft).

Themeda triandra – 
KANGAROO GRASS

common but beautiful tussock whose leaves and stem yield fibre for string 
for fishing nets; seeds ground and baked.

COMPILED: Frances Cincotta
REFERENCES: AB & JW Cribb, “Wild Food In Australia” and “Useful Wild Plants In Australia”; Tim Low, “Bush 
Medicine”; SGAP Maroondah, Inc, “Flora of Melbourne”; N Zola & B Gott, “Koorie Plants, Koorie People”. 
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APPENDIX 3
ECOLOGICAL VEGETATION CLASS (EVC) SHEETS
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EVC/Bioregion Benchmark for Vegetation Quality Assessment 

Goldfields bioregion 
EVC 61: Box Ironbark Forest 

Description: 
Occurs in low rainfall areas on gently undulating rises, low hills and peneplains on infertile, often stony soils derived from a 
range of geologies. The open overstorey to 20 m tall consists of a variety of eucalypts, often including one of the Ironbark 
species. The mid storey often forms a dense to open small tree or shrub layer over an open ground layer ranging from a sparse 
to well-developed suite of herbs and grasses. 

Large trees: 
Species 
Eucalyptus spp. 

DBH(cm) 
70 cm 

#/ha 
15 / ha 

Tree Canopy Cover: 
%cover Character Species Common Name 
30% Eucalyptus microcarpa 

Eucalyptus tricarpa 
Eucalyptus polyanthemos 
Eucalyptus leucoxylon 

Grey Box 
Red Ironbark 
Red Box 
Yellow Gum 

Understorey: 
Life form #Spp %Cover LF code 
Immature Canopy Tree 5% IT 
Medium Shrub 7 25% MS 
Small Shrub 4 5% SS 
Prostrate Shrub 2 1% PS 
Medium Herb 9 20% MH 
Large Tufted Graminoid 1 1% LTG 
Medium to Small Tufted Graminoid 8 15% MTG 
Bryophytes/Lichens na 10% BL 
Soil Crust na 20% S/C 
Total understorey projective foliage cover 85% 

LF Code 
MS 

Species typical of at least part of EVC range 
Acacia pycnantha 

Common Name 
Golden Wattle 

MS Cassinia arcuata Drooping Cassinia 
MS Acacia genistifolia Spreading Wattle 
MS Acacia acinacea s.l. Gold-dust Wattle 
SS Hibbertia exutiacies Spiky Guinea-flower 
SS Pultenaea largiflorens Twiggy Bush-pea 
PS Astroloma humifusum Cranberry Heath 
MH Senecio tenuiflorus Slender Fireweed 
MH Xerochrysum viscosum Shiny Everlasting 
MH Gonocarpus tetragynus Common Raspwort 
MH Veronica plebeia Trailing Speedwell 
LTG Austrostipa mollis Supple Spear-grass 
MTG Joycea pallida Silvertop Wallaby-grass 
MTG Dianella revoluta s.l. Black-anther Flax-lily 
MTG Lomandra filiformis Wattle Mat-rush 
MTG Austrodanthonia setacea Bristly Wallaby-grass 
MTG Poa sieberiana Grey Tussock-grass 
SC Thysanotus patersonii Twining Fringe-lily 

Ecological Vegetation Class bioregion benchmark 
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EVC 61: Box Ironbark Forest - Goldfields bioregion 

Recruitment: 
Continuous 

Organic Litter: 
20 % cover 

Logs: 
20 m/0.1 ha. 

Weediness: 
LF Code Typical Weed Species Common Name Invasive Impact 
MH Hypochoeris glabra Smooth Cat's-ear high low 
MH Hypochoeris radicata Cat's Ear high low 
MTG Briza maxima Large Quaking-grass high low 
MTG Vulpia bromoides Squirrel-tail Fescue high low 
MNG Aira elegantissima Delicate Hair-grass high low 
MH Petrorhagia velutina Hairy Pink high low 
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EVC/Bioregion Benchmark for Vegetation Quality Assessment 

Goldfields bioregion 
EVC 67: Alluvial Terraces Herb-rich Woodland 

Description: 
Open woodland to 15 m tall on broad alluvial plains and along ephemeral drainage lines.  Soils are generally poorly drained 
duplex soils with sandy loam overlying a heavier clay subsoil. Understorey consists of few, if any shrubs with the striking 
feature of this EVC being the high species-richness of the ground-layer and the low biomass of this cover, particularly in 
summer. 

Large trees: 
Species DBH(cm) #/ha 
Eucalyptus spp. 
Allocasuarina spp. 

70 cm 
50 cm 

8 / ha 

Tree Canopy Cover: 
%cover Character Species Common Name 
15% Eucalyptus microcarpa 

Eucalyptus melliodora 
Eucalyptus leucoxylon 
Allocasuarina luehmannii 

Grey Box 
Yellow Box 
Yellow Gum 
Buloke 

Understorey: 
Life form 
Immature Canopy Tree 

#Spp %Cover 
5% 

LF code 
IT 

Understorey Tree or Large Shrub 1 5% T 
Medium Shrub 3 5% MS 
Small Shrub 3 5% SS 
Prostrate Shrub 1 1% PS 
Large Herb 3 5% LH 
Medium Herb 15 30% MH 
Small or Prostrate Herb 5 10% SH 
Large Tufted Graminoid 1 1% LTG 
Medium to Small Tufted Graminoid 12 30% MTG 
Medium to Tiny Non-tufted Graminoid 2 5% MNG 
Ground Fern 1 1% GF 
Bryophytes/Lichens na 10% BL 
Soil Crust na 10% S/C 

Recruitment: 
Continuous 

Organic Litter: 
10 % cover 

Logs: 
15 m/0.1 ha. 

Ecological Vegetation Class bioregion benchmark 
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EVC 67: Alluvial Terraces Herb-rich Woodland - Goldfields bioregion 

  
 

LF Code Species typical of at least part of EVC range Common Name 
MS Acacia pycnantha Golden  Wattle 
MS Acacia acinacea s.l. Gold-dust  Wattle 
MS Acacia paradoxa Hedge  Wattle 
MS Acacia genistifolia Spreading  Wattle 
SS Lissanthe strigosa ssp. subulata Peach Heath 
SS Pimelea humilis Common Rice-flower 
SS Dillwynia cinerascens s.l. Grey  Parrot-pea 
PS Astroloma humifusum Cranberry Heath 
PS Acrotriche serrulata Honey-pots 
LH Senecio quadridentatus Cotton  Fireweed 
LH Senecio tenuiflorus Slender  Fireweed 
MH Cynoglossum suaveolens Sweet Hound’s-tongue 
MH Oxalis perennans Grassland Wood-sorrel 
MH Daucus glochidiatus Australian  Carrot 
MH Cymbonotus preissianus Austral Bear’s-ears 
SH Hydrocotyle laxiflora Stinking  Pennywort 
SH Solenogyne dominii Smooth Solenogyne 
SH Drosera whittakeri ssp. aberrans Scented  Sundew 
SH Cymbonotus preissianus Austral Bear's-ear 
LTG Austrostipa mollis Supple Spear-grass 
MTG Lomandra filiformis Wattle Mat-rush 
MTG Elymus scaber var. scaber Common  Wheat-grass 
MTG Dianella revoluta s.l. Black-anther  Flax-lily 
MTG Austrostipa scabra Rough Spear-grass 
MNG Microlaena stipoides var. stipoides Weeping  Grass 
TTG Centrolepis strigosa ssp. strigosa Hairy  Centrolepis 
TTG Centrolepis aristata Pointed Centrolepis 
GF Cheilanthes austrotenuifolia Green  Rock-fern 
SC Thysanotus patersonii Twining Fringe-lily 

 
Weediness: 

LF Code Typical Weed Species Common Name Invasive Impact 
LH Sonchus oleraceus Common Sow-thistle high low 
LH Sonchus asper s.l. Rough Sow-thistle high low 
MH Hypochoeris radicata Cat's Ear high low 
MH Hypochoeris glabra Smooth Cat's-ear high low 
MH Arctotheca calendula Cape Weed high low 
MH Anagallis arvensis Pimpernel high low 
MH Trifolium campestre var. campestre Hop Clover high low 
MH Cicendia quadrangularis Square Cicendia high low 
MH Cerastium glomeratum s.l. Common Mouse-ear Chickweed high low 
MH Galium murale Small Goosegrass high low 
MH Petrorhagia velutina Velvety Pink high low 
MH Centaurium erythraea Common Centaury high low 
MH Galium divaricatum Slender Bedstraw high low 
LNG Holcus lanatus Yorkshire Fog high high 
MTG Briza minor Lesser Quaking-grass high low 
MTG Briza maxima Large Quaking-grass high low 
MNG Aira elegantissima Delicate Hair-grass high low 
MNG Juncus capitatus Capitate Rush high low 
MNG Vulpia myuros Rat's-tail Fescue high low 
MNG Vulpia ciliata Fringed Fescue high low 
TTG Cyperus tenellus Tiny Flat-sedge high low 
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EVC/Bioregion Benchmark for Vegetation Quality Assessment 
 

Goldfields bioregion 
 

EVC 68: Creekline Grassy Woodland 
 
 

Description: 
Eucalypt-dominated woodland to 15 m tall with occasional scattered shrub layer over a mostly grassy/sedgy to herbaceous 
ground-layer. Occurs on low-gradient ephemeral to intermittent drainage lines, typically on fertile colluvial/alluvial soils, on a 
wide range of suitably fertile geological substrates. These minor drainage lines can include a range of graminoid and 
herbaceous species tolerant of waterlogged soils, and are presumed to have sometimes resembled a linear wetland or system 
of interconnected small ponds. 

 

Large trees:  
Species 
Eucalyptus spp. 

DBH(cm) 
80 cm 

#/ha 
15 / ha 

Tree Canopy Cover: 
%cover Character Species Common Name 
15% Eucalyptus camaldulensis 

Eucalyptus microcarpa 
Eucalyptus melliodora 

River Red-gum 
Grey Box 
Yellow Box 

 

Understorey: 
Life form 

 
#Spp 

 
%Cover 

 
LF code 

Immature Canopy Tree  5% IT 
Medium Shrub 4 10% MS 
Small Shrub 3 5% SS 
Large Herb 2 5% LH 
Medium Herb 9 15% MH 
Small Herb 3 5% SH 
Large Tufted Graminoid 2 5% LTG 
Medium to Small Tufted Graminoid 16 40% MTG 
Medium to Tiny Non-tufted Graminoid 3 5% MNG 
Bryophytes/Lichens na 10% BL 

 

LF Code 
MS 

Species typical of at least part of EVC range 
Acacia pycnantha 

Common Name 
Golden Wattle 

MS Daviesia ulicifolia Gorse Bitter-pea 
MS Cassinia arcuata Drooping Cassinia 
SS Pimelea humilis Common Rice-flower 
SS Pultenaea largiflorens Twiggy Bush-pea 
PS Astroloma humifusum Cranberry Heath 
LH Senecio tenuiflorus Slender Fireweed 
MH Xerochrysum viscosum Shiny Everlasting 
MH Gonocarpus tetragynus Common Raspwort 
MH Hypericum gramineum Small St John's Wort 
SH Hydrocotyle laxiflora Stinking Pennywort 
LTG Austrostipa rudis Veined Spear-grass 
LTG Carex tereticaulis Rush Sedge 
MTG Poa labillardierei Common Tussock-grass 
MTG Elymus scaber var. scaber Common Wheat-grass 
MTG Austrodanthonia setacea Bristly Wallaby-grass 
MTG Juncus remotiflorus Diffuse Rush 
MTG Carex appressa Tall Sedge 
MNG Microlaena stipoides var. stipoides Weeping Grass 
SC Thysanotus patersonii Twining Fringe-lily 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ecological Vegetation Class bioregion benchmark 
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EVC 68: Creekline Grassy Woodland - Goldfields bioregion 

  
 

Recruitment: 
Continuous 

 
Organic Litter: 

40 % cover 
 

Logs: 
30 m/0.1 ha. 

 
Weediness: 

LF Code Typical Weed Species Common Name Invasive Impact 
LH Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle high high 
LH Sonchus oleraceus Common Sow-thistle high low 
MH Hypochoeris radicata Cat's Ear high low 
MH Anagallis arvensis Pimpernel high low 
MH Hypochoeris glabra Smooth Cat's-ear high low 
MH Galium murale Small Goosegrass high low 
MH Oxalis pes-caprae Soursob high high 
LTG Juncus acutus Spiny Rush high high 
LTG Phalaris aquatica Toowoomba Canary-grass high high 
MTG Briza maxima Large Quaking-grass high low 
MTG Briza minor Lesser Quaking-grass high low 
MTG Romulea rosea Onion Grass high low 
MTG Vulpia bromoides Squirrel-tail Fescue high low 
MTG Bromus hordeaceus ssp. hordeaceus Soft Brome high low 
MNG Aira elegantissima Delicate Hair-grass high low 
MNG Vulpia muralis Wall Fescue high low 
MNG Bromus madritensis Madrid Brome high low 
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EVC/Bioregion Benchmark for Vegetation Quality Assessment 
 

Goldfields bioregion 
 

EVC 175_61: Low Rises Grassy Woodland 
 
 

Description: 
A variable open eucalypt woodland to 15 m tall over a diverse ground layer of grasses and herbs.  The shrub component is 
usually diverse but sparse in cover.  In the Goldfields bioregion, Grassy Woodland occurs on sedimentary soils on the lowest 
slopes at the interface between the plains and the infertile woodlands of the sedimentary hills. 

 

Large trees:  
Species 
Eucalyptus spp. 

DBH(cm) 
70 cm 

#/ha 
15 / ha 

Tree Canopy Cover: 
%cover Character Species Common Name 
15% Eucalyptus microcarpa 

Eucalyptus leucoxylon 
Grey Box 
Yellow Gum 

 

Understorey: 
Life form 
Immature Canopy Tree 

 
#Spp 

 
%Cover 
5% 

 
LF code 
IT 

Medium Shrub 6 15% MS 
Small Shrub 3 5% SS 
Prostrate Shrub 1 1% PS 
Large Herb 4 10% LH 
Medium Herb 10 15% MH 
Small or Prostrate Herb 2 5% SH 
Large Tufted Graminoid 2 5% LTG 
Medium to Small Tufted Graminoid 11 25% MTG 
Medium to Tiny Non-tufted Graminoid 3 5% MNG 
Bryophytes/Lichens na 10% BL 
Soil Crust na 10% S/C 

 

LF Code 
MS 

Species typical of at least part of EVC range 
Cassinia arcuata 

Common Name 
Drooping Cassinia 

MS Acacia pycnantha Golden Wattle 
MS Acacia acinacea s.l. Gold-dust Wattle 
MS Dodonaea viscosa ssp. cuneata Wedge-leaf Hop-bush 
PS Astroloma humifusum Cranberry Heath 
SS Pultenaea largiflorens Twiggy Bush-pea 
SS Pimelea humilis Common Rice-flower 
SS Eutaxia microphylla var. microphylla Common Eutaxia 
PS Astroloma humifusum Cranberry Heath 
LH Xerochrysum viscosum Shiny Everlasting 
LH Chrysocephalum semipapposum Clustered Everlasting 
LH Wahlenbergia luteola Bronze Bluebell 
LH Senecio tenuiflorus Slender Fireweed 
MH Veronica plebeia Trailing Speedwell 
MH Daucus glochidiatus Australian Carrot 
MH Einadia nutans ssp. nutans Nodding Saltbush 
MH Vittadinia cuneata Fuzzy New Holland Daisy 
SH Crassula sieberiana Sieber Crassula 
SH Hydrocotyle laxiflora Stinking Pennywort 
LTG Austrostipa mollis Supple Spear-grass 
MTG Elymus scaber var. scaber Common Wheat-grass 
MTG Austrostipa scabra ssp. falcata Rough Spear-grass 
MTG Poa sieberiana Grey Tussock-grass 
MTG Austrodanthonia setacea Bristly Wallaby-grass 
MNG Austrostipa elegantissima Feather Spear-grass 
SC Thysanotus patersonii Twining Fringe-lily 
SC Convolvulus erubescens spp. agg. Pink Bindweed 

 

Ecological Vegetation Class bioregion benchmark 
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EVC 175_61: Low Rises Grassy Woodland - Goldfields bioregion 

  
 

Recruitment: 
Continuous 

 
Organic Litter: 

20 % cover 
 

Logs: 
15 m/0.1 ha. 

 
Weediness: 

LF Code Typical Weed Species Common Name Invasive Impact 
LH Sonchus oleraceus Common Sow-thistle high low 
LH Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle high high 
MH Hypochoeris radicata Cat's Ear high low 
MH Petrorhagia velutina Velvety Pink high low 
MTG Vulpia bromoides Squirrel-tail Fescue high low 
MTG Briza minor Lesser Quaking-grass high low 
MTG Briza maxima Large Quaking-grass high low 
MTG Bromus hordeaceus ssp. hordeaceus Soft Brome high low 
MTG Bromus diandrus Great Brome high low 
MNG Aira elegantissima Delicate Hair-grass high low 
MNG Aira cupaniana Quicksilver Grass high low 
MNG Vulpia myuros Rat's-tail Fescue high low 
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PA233/2015, Use and development of 3 dwellings and 3 lot subdivision, at 5 
Templeton Street, Maldon. 
Assessment Table - Clause 55 (Rescode) 

Neighbourhood Character & Infrastructure Clause 55.02-1 to 02-5 
Objectives Standard (Summarised) Complies / 

Does Not 
Comply / 
Variation 
Required 

B1 
Neighbourhood Character 
To ensure that the design respects 
the existing neighbourhood 
character or contributes to a 
preferred neighbourhood character. 

To ensure that development 
responds to the features of the site 
and the surrounding area. 

The design response must be appropriate to the neighbourhood 
and the site 

Complies 

Conventional 
materials, pitched 
roofs, verandahs, 
traditional windows 
and doors, and 
styling to meet 
Maldon design 
guideline 
requirements.

The proposed design must respect the existing or preferred 
neighbourhood character and respond to the features of the site. 

Complies. 

Design respects 
the neighbourhood 
character, 
responds to the 
setbacks of the 
adjacent existing 
buildings, and 
avoids impacting 
adjacent trees. 

B2 
Residential Policy 
To ensure that residential 
development is provided in 
accordance with any policy for 
housing in the State Planning Policy 
Framework and the Local Planning 
Policy Framework, including the 
Municipal Strategic Statement and 
local planning policies. 

To support medium densities in 
areas where development can take 
advantage of public transport and 
community infrastructure and 
services. 

An application must be accompanied by a written statement to 
the satisfaction of the responsible authority that describes how 
the development is consistent with any relevant policy for 
housing in the State Planning Policy Framework and the Local 
Planning Policy Framework, including the Municipal Strategic 
Statement and local planning policies. 

Complies. 

A detailed 
submission 
including a suitable 
design response 
statement was 
provided by the 
applicant’s 
planning 
consultant. 
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Objectives Standard (Summarised) Complies / 
Does Not 
Comply / 
Variation 
Required 
 

B3 
Dwelling Diversity 
To encourage a range of dwelling 
sizes and types in developments of 
ten or more dwellings. 

Developments of ten or more dwellings should provide a range 
of dwelling sizes and types, including: 
 

 Dwellings with a different number of bedrooms. 
 At least one dwelling that contains a kitchen, bath or 

shower, and a toilet and wash basin at ground floor 
level. 

Not Applicable. 

Less than ten 
dwellings. Still 
provides some 
diversity to local 
housing with 
smaller two 
bedroom dwellings, 
and all facilities are 
at ground level. 

B4 
Infrastructure 
To ensure development is provided 
with appropriate utility services and 
infrastructure. 
 
To ensure development does not 
unreasonably overload the capacity 
of utility services and infrastructure. 

Development should be connected to reticulated services, 
including reticulated sewerage, drainage, electricity and gas, if 
available. 

Complies 

Development should not unreasonably exceed the capacity of 
utility services and infrastructure, including reticulated services 
and roads. 

Complies 

In areas where utility services or infrastructure have little or no 
spare capacity, developments should provide for the upgrading 
of or mitigation of the impact on services or infrastructure. 
 

Complies 

B5 
Integration with the Street 
To integrate the layout of 
development with the street. 

Developments should provide adequate vehicle and pedestrian 
links that maintain or enhance local accessibility. 

Complies 
Each dwelling has 

easy pedestrian 
access. 

Development should be oriented to front existing and proposed 
streets. 

All proposed 
dwellings face the 
street.  

High fencing in front of dwellings should be avoided if 
practicable. 

Complies 

Development next to existing public open space should be laid 
out to complement the open space. 

Not Applicable 
No adjoining 
existing parks etc. 

 
Site Layout and Building Massing Clause 55.03-1 to 03-10 
Title & Objective Standard Complies / 

Does Not 
Comply / 
Variation 
Required 
 

B6 
Street Setback 
To ensure that the setbacks of 
buildings from a street respect the 
existing or preferred neighbourhood 
character and make efficient use of 
the site. 

Walls of buildings should be set back from streets: 
 
At least the distance specified in a schedule to the zone, or 
 
If no distance is specified, the distance in Table B1. 
 
Porches, pergolas and verandahs that are less than 3.6m high 
and eaves may encroach not more than 2.5m into the setbacks 
of this standard 
 

Variation – 

The Maldon 
Design Guidelines 
require setbacks 
to match or 
exceed the 
setbacks of 

Attachment C  PA233 2016 Clause 55 (Rescode) Assessment 5 Templeton May 2017 Page 2 



Title & Objective Standard Complies / 
Does Not 
Comply / 
Variation 
Required 
 

Table B1 
Development 
context 
There is an 
existing building 
on both the 
abutting 
allotments facing 
the same street, 
and the site is not 
on a corner.  
 

Minimum setback 
from front street 
(meters) 
The average 
distance of the 
setbacks of the 
front walls of the 
existing buildings 
on the abutting 
allotments facing 
the front street or 
9 metres, 
whichever is the 
lesser. 
 

Minimum setback 
from side street 
(meters) 
 
N/A 

adjacent identified 
buildings.  

However, the 
adjacent heritage 
buildings in this 
area consist of 
churches, halls, 
and former 
commercial 
buildings, which 
have little setback 
and are not 
entirely 
appropriate to use 
as a standard.  

The Rescode 
standard is to 
require the 
average setback 
of the 
neighbouring 
properties to either 
side, which is 
more balanced 
and appropriate 
requirement in this 
instance. 

There is an 
existing building 
on one abutting 
allotment facing 
the same street 
and no existing 
building on the 
other abutting 
allotment facing 
the same street, 
and the site is not 
on a corner. 
 

The same 
distance as the 
setback of the 
front wall of the 
existing building 
on the abutting 
allotment facing 
the front street or 
9 metres, 
whichever is the 
lesser.  
 
 

N/A 

There is no 
existing building 
on either of the 
abutting 
allotments facing 
the same street, 
and the site is not 
on a corner. 
 

6 metres for 
streets in a Road 
Zone, Category 1, 
and 4 metres for 
other streets. 
 
 

N/A 
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Title & Objective Standard Complies / 
Does Not 
Comply / 
Variation 
Required 
 

The site is on a 
corner. 

If there is a 
building on the 
abutting allotment 
facing  the front 
street, the same 
distance as the 
setback of the 
front wall of the 
existing building 
on the abutting 
allotment facing 
the front street or 
9 metres, 
whichever is the 
lesser.  
 
If there is no 
building on the 
abutting allotment 
facing the front 
street, 6 metres for 
streets in a Road 
Zone, Category 1, 
and 4 metres for 
other streets. 
 
 

Minimum setback 
from side street 
(meters) 
Front walls of new 
development 
fronting the side 
street of a corner 
site should be 
setback at least the 
same distance as 
the 
setback of the front 
wall of any existing 
building on the 
abutting allotment 
facing the side street 
or 3 metres, 
whichever is the 
lesser. Front walls of 
new development 
fronting the side 
street of a corner 
site should be 
setback at least the 
same distance as 
the setback of the 
front wall of any 
existing building on 
the abutting 
allotment facing the 
side street or 3 
metres, whichever is 
the lesser. 
 
Side walls of new 
development on a 
corner site should 
be setback the same 
distance as the 
setback of the front 
wall of any existing 
building on the 
abutting allotment 
facing the side street 
or 2 metres, 
whichever is the less 
wall of any existing 
building on the 
abutting allotment 
facing the side street 
or 2 metres, 
whichever is the 
lesser 

 

 

The church hall to 
the south is built 
on a slight angle 
but has no 
setback from 
Templeton Street, 
while the dwelling 
to the North is 
setback 
approximately 7.1 
metres from the 
street, for an 
average setback 
of 3.5 metres. 

The applicant is 
proposing a 
setback of 3 
metres for dwelling 
1 and dwelling 2, 
and a 4 metre 
setback for 
dwelling 3.  

This provides an 
average setback 
of 3.3 metres, a 
very small 
variation of 0.2 
metres. 

Graduating the 
setback, and 
providing a longer 
4 metre setback 
for Dwelling 3 
which is adjacent 
the well setback 
neighbouring 
dwelling to the 
North, is 
considered to be a 
better overall 
outcome than 
requiring a flat 
3.5metre setback. 
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Title & Objective Standard Complies / 
Does Not 
Comply / 
Variation 
Required 
 

B7 
Building Height 
To ensure that the height of 
buildings respects the existing or 
preferred neighbourhood character. 
 

 
The maximum building height should not exceed the maximum 
height specified in the zone, schedule to the zone or an overlay 
that applies to the land. 

If no maximum height is specified in the zone, schedule to the 
zone or an overlay, the maximum building height should not 
exceed 9 metres, unless the slope of the natural ground level at 
any cross section wider than 8 metres of the site of the building 
is 2.5 degrees or more, in which case the maximum building 
height should not exceed 10 metres. 

Changes of building height between existing buildings and new 
buildings should be 
graduated. 

Complies. 
 
Maximum height 
approximately 5.7 
metres, far less 
than the 9 metre 
limit. 

B8 
Site Coverage 
To ensure that the site coverage 
respects the existing or preferred 
neighbourhood character and 
responds to the features of the site. 

The maximum site coverage specified in a schedule to the zone, 
or 
 
If no maximum site coverage is specified in a schedule, 60%. 
 

Complies 
 
Dwelling 1 = 41% 
Dwelling 2 = 50% 
Dwelling 3 = 48% 
 
 
 

B9 
Permeability 
To reduce the impact of increased 
stormwater run-off on the drainage 
system. 
 
To facilitate on-site stormwater 
infiltration. 

 
The minimum area specified in a schedule to the zone, or 
 
If no minimum is specified in a schedule to the zone, at least 
20% of the site. 
 

Complies 
 
At least 24% 
(dwelling 3) and 
up to 43% 
(dwelling 1) 
permeable open 
space areas. 

B10 
Energy Efficiency 
To achieve and protect energy 
efficient dwellings and residential 
buildings. 
 
To ensure the orientation and layout 
of development reduce fossil fuel 
energy use and make appropriate 
use of daylight and solar energy. 

Buildings should be: 
 Oriented to make appropriate use of solar energy. 
 Sited and designed to ensure that the energy efficiency 

of existing dwellings on adjoining lots is not 
unreasonably reduced. 

Complies 
 
The siting is 
considered 
appropriate with 
good access to 
northern sun for 
living areas, and 
as these are 
single storey 
designs with 
modest setbacks 
to all boundaries 
there are no 
significant 
overshadowing 
impacts to 
neighbours. Each 
dwelling also has 
a verandah for 
shade and cover 
at the entrance. 

Living areas and private open space should be located on the 
north side of the development, if practicable. 

Complies 
 
As outlined, the 
Public Open 
Space areas are 
located on the 
North and East 
sides of the 
dwellings, with 
very good access 
to Northern sun.  
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Title & Objective Standard Complies / 
Does Not 
Comply / 
Variation 
Required 
 

Developments should be designed so that solar access to north-
facing windows is maximised. 

Complies 
 
As outlined, the 
living areas have 
good access to 
the Northern sun.  
 

B11 
Open Space 
To integrate the layout of 
development with any public and 
communal open space provided in 
or adjacent to the development. 

If any public or communal open space is provided on site, it 
should: 

 Be substantially fronted by dwellings, where 
appropriate. 

 Provide outlook for as many dwellings as practicable. 
 Be designed to protect any natural features on the 

site. 
 Be accessible and usable. 

Not Applicable 
 
No communal 
open spaces are 
proposed. 

B12 
Safety 
To ensure the layout of 
development provides for the safety 
and security of residents and 
property. 
 

Entrances to dwellings and residential buildings should not be 
obscured or isolated from the street and internal accessways. 

Complies 
Good visibility 
from street. 

Planting which creates unsafe spaces along streets and 
accessways should be avoided. 

Complies 

Developments should be designed to provide good lighting, 
visibility and surveillance of car parks and internal accessways. 

Complies 
 

Private spaces within developments should be protected from 
inappropriate use as public thoroughfares. 

Complies. 

B13 
Landscaping 
To encourage development that 
respects the landscape character of 
the neighbourhood. 
 
To encourage development that 
maintains and enhances habitat for 
plants and animals in locations of 
habitat importance. 
 
To provide appropriate landscaping. 
 
To encourage the retention of 
mature vegetation on the site. 

The landscape layout and design should: 
 Protect any predominant landscape features of the 

neighbourhood. 
 Take into account the soil type and drainage patterns 

of the site. 
 Allow for intended vegetation growth and structural 

protection of buildings. 
 In locations of habitat importance, maintain existing 

habitat and provide for new habitat for plants and 
animals. 

 Provide a safe, attractive and functional environment 
for residents. 

Variation – 
A suitable 
landscaping plan 
could be required 
as a permit 
condition. 
 
The design avoids 
impacting street 
trees and with 
modest setbacks 
to all boundaries it 
avoids impacting 
trees on 
neighbouring 
properties. 

Development should provide for the retention or planting of 
trees, where these are part of the character of the 
neighbourhood. 
 
Development should provide for the replacement of any 
significant trees that have been removed in the 12 months prior 
to the application being made. 
 

Variation – 
As above. 

The landscape design should specify landscape themes, 
vegetation (location and species), paving and lighting. 
 
Development should meet any additional landscape 
requirements specified in a schedule to the zone. 

Variation – 
As above. 

B14 
Access 
 
To ensure the number and design of 
vehicle crossovers respects the 
neighbourhood character. 
 

The width of accessways or car spaces should not exceed: 
 

 33% of the street frontage; or  
 

 If the width of the street frontage is less than 20 
metres,  40% of the street frontage. 

Complies. 
Crossovers are 
limited and 
combined together 
where possible to 
limit their size. 

No more than one single-width crossover should be provided for 
each dwelling fronting a street. 

Complies. 

The location of crossovers should maximise the retention of on-
street car parking spaces. 

Complies. 

The number of access points to a road in a Road Zone should 
be minimised. 

Not Applicable – 
No adjacent Road 
Zones. 
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Title & Objective Standard Complies / 
Does Not 
Comply / 
Variation 
Required 
 

Developments must provide for access for service, emergency 
and delivery vehicles. 

Complies. 

B15 
Parking Location 
To provide convenient parking for 
resident and visitor vehicles. 
 
To protect residents from vehicular 
noise within developments. 
 

Car parking facilities should: 
 Be reasonably close and convenient to dwellings and 

residential buildings. 
 Be secure. 
 Be well ventilated if enclosed. 

Complies. 

Shared accessways or car parks of other dwellings and 
residential buildings should be located at least 1.5 metres from 
the windows of habitable rooms. This setback may be reduced to 
1 metre where there is a fence at least 1.5 metres high or where 
window sills are 
at least 1.4 metres above the accessway. 

Complies  

There are no 
habitable windows 
within 1.5 metres 
of another 
dwelling’s 
accessways. 

 
Amenity Impacts Clause 55.04-1 to 04-8 
Title & Objective Standard Complies / 

Does Not 
Comply / 
Variation 
Required 
 

B17 
Side and Rear Setbacks 
To ensure that the height and 
setback of a building from a 
boundary respects the existing or 
preferred neighbourhood character 
and limits the impact on the amenity 
of existing dwellings. 
 

A new building not on or within 200mm of a boundary should be 
set back from side or rear boundaries: 
 
At least the distance specified in a schedule to the zone, or 
 

 1 metre, plus 0.3 metres for every metre of height over 
3.6 metres up to 6.9 metres, plus 1 metre for every 
metre of height over 6.9 metres. 

 
Sunblinds, verandahs, porches, eaves, fascias, gutters, masonry 
chimneys, flues, pipes, domestic fuel or water tanks, and heating 
or cooling equipment or other services may encroach not more 
than 0.5 metres into the setbacks of this standard. 
 
Landings having an area of not more than 2 square metres and 
less than 1 metre high, stairways, ramps, pergolas, shade sails 
and carports may encroach into the setbacks of this standard. 

 

Complies. 
 
All unit walls not 
built on boundary 
are setback at least 
2 metres from any 
external boundary 
and at least 1.2 
metres from any 
internal boundary, 
with a maximum 
height of 3.1 
metres at the 
eaves. 
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Title & Objective Standard Complies / 
Does Not 
Comply / 
Variation 
Required 
 

B18 
Walls on Boundaries 
To ensure that the location, length 
and height of a wall on a boundary 
respects the existing or preferred 
neighbourhood character and limits 
the impact on the amenity of 
existing dwellings. 
 

A new wall constructed on or within 200mm of a side or rear 
boundary of a lot or a carport constructed on or within 1 metre of 
a side or rear boundary of lot should not abut the lot boundary: 

 For a length of more than the distance specified in a 
schedule to the zone; or 

 If no distance is specified in a schedule to the zone, 
for a length of more than: 

 10 metres plus 25 per cent of the remaining length of 
the boundary of an adjoining 

 lot, or 
 Where the existing or simultaneously constructed 

walls or carports abutting the boundary on an 
abutting lot, the length of the existing or 
simultaneously constructed walls or carports, 

 whichever is the greater. 
 
A new wall or carport may fully abut a side or rear boundary 
where slope and retaining walls or fences would result in the 
effective height of the wall or carport being less than 2 metres on 
the abutting property boundary. 
 
A building on a boundary includes a building set back up to 
200mm from a boundary. 
 
The height of a new wall constructed on or within 200mm of a 
side or rear boundary or a carport constructed on or within 1 
metre of a side or rear boundary should not exceed an average 
of 3.2 metres with no part higher than 3.6 metres unless abutting 
a higher existing or simultaneously constructed wall. 

Complies. 
 
The only 
construction works 
on boundaries are 
the 6 metre long 
open sided 
carports. 

B19 
Daylight to Existing Windows 
To allow adequate daylight into 
existing habitable room windows. 
 

 
Buildings opposite an existing habitable room window should 
provide for a light court to the existing window that has a 
minimum area of 3 square metres and minimum dimension of 1 
metre clear to the sky.  The calculation of the area may include 
land on the abutting lot. 
 

Complies. 

Walls or carports more than 3 metres in height opposite an 
existing habitable room window should be set back from the 
window at least 50 per cent of the height of the new wall if the 
wall is within a 55 degree arc from the centre of the existing 
window. The arc may be swung to within 35 degrees of the plane 
of the wall containing the existing window. 
 
Where the existing window is above ground floor level, the wall 
height is measured from the floor level of the room containing 
the window. 

Complies. 

B20 
North Facing Windows 
To allow adequate solar access to 
existing north-facing habitable room 
windows. 
 

If a north-facing habitable room window of an existing dwelling 
is within 3 metres of a boundary on an abutting lot, a building 
should be setback from the boundary 1 metre, plus 0.6 metres 
for every metre of height over 3.6 metres up to 6.9 metres, plus 
1 metre for every metre of height over 6.9 metres, for a distance 
of 3 metres from the edge of each side of the window. A north-
facing window is a window with an axis perpendicular to its 
surface oriented north20 degrees west north 30 degrees east. 

Complies. 
No adjacent north-
facing windows 
impacted. 

B21 
Overshadowing Open Space 
To ensure buildings do not 
significantly overshadow existing 
secluded private open space. 
 

Where sunlight to the secluded private open space of an existing 
dwelling is reduced, at least 75 per cent, or 40 square metres 
with minimum dimension of 3 metres, whichever is the lesser 
area, of the secluded private open space should receive a 
minimum of five hours of sunlight between 9 am and 3 pm on 22 
September. 
 
If existing sunlight to the secluded private open space of an 
existing dwelling is less than the requirements of this standard, 
the amount of sunlight should not be further reduced. 

Complies. 
 
Very limited 
overshadowing 
impacts as a single 
storey 
development. 
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Title & Objective Standard Complies / 
Does Not 
Comply / 
Variation 
Required 
 

B22 
Overlooking 
To limit views into existing secluded 
private open space and habitable 
room windows. 
 

A habitable room window, balcony, terrace, deck or patio should 
be located and designed to avoid direct views into the secluded 
private open space or habitable room window of an existing 
dwelling (horizontal 9m rule and from a height of 1.7m above ffl). 
 
A habitable room window, balcony, terrace, deck or patio with a 
direct view should be either: 

 Offset a minimum of 1.5 metres from the edge of one 
window to the edge of the other. 

 Have sill heights of at least 1.7 metres above floor 
level. 

 Have fixed, obscure glazing in any part of the window 
below 1.7 metre above floor level. 

 Have permanently fixed external screens to at least 1.7 
metres above floor level and be no more than 25 per 
cent transparent. 

 
This standard does not apply to a new habitable room window, 
balcony, terrace, deck or patio which faces a property boundary 
where there is a visual barrier at least 1.8 metres high and the 
floor level of the habitable room, balcony, terrace, deck or patio 
is less than 0.8 metres above ground level at the boundary. 
 

Variation - 
 
No overlooking 
impacts which will 
not be addressed 
with the screening 
provided by 
property boundary 
fencing, which 
could be required 
as a permit 
condition. 

Obscure glazing in any part of the window below 1.7 metres 
above floor level may be openable provided that there are no 
direct views as specified in this standard. 

Not Applicable 
 

Screens used to obscure a view should be: 
 Perforated panels or trellis with a maximum of 25 per 

cent openings or solid translucent panels. 
 Permanent, fixed and durable. 
 Designed and coloured to blend in with the 

development. 

Not Applicable 
 
 
 

B23 
Internal Views 
To limit views into the secluded 
private open space and habitable 
room windows of dwellings and 
residential buildings within a 
development. 
 

Windows and balconies should be designed to prevent 
overlooking of more than 50 per cent of the secluded private 
open space of a lower-level dwelling or residential building 
directly below and within the same development. 

Complies. 
 
No internal 
overlooking. 

B24 
Noise Impacts 
To contain noise sources in 
developments that may affect 
existing dwellings. 
 
To protect residents from external 
noise. 
 

Noise sources, such as mechanical plant, should not be located 
near bedrooms of immediately adjacent existing dwellings. 

Complies. 
 

Noise sensitive rooms and secluded private open spaces of new 
dwellings and residential buildings should take account of noise 
sources on immediately adjacent properties. 

Complies. 

Dwellings and residential buildings close to busy roads, railway 
lines or industry should be designed to limit noise levels in 
habitable rooms. 

Complies. 

 
On-Site Amenity and Facilities Clause 55.05-1 to 05-6 
Title & Objective Standard Complies / 

Does Not 
Comply / 
Variation 
Required 
 

B25 
Accessibility 
To encourage the consideration of 
the needs of people with limited 
mobility in the design of 
developments. 

The dwelling entries of the ground floor of dwellings and 
residential buildings should be accessible or able to be easily 
made accessible to people with limited mobility. 

Complies. 
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Title & Objective Standard Complies / 
Does Not 
Comply / 
Variation 
Required 
 

B26 
Dwelling Entry 
To provide each dwelling or 
residential building with its own 
sense of identity. 
 

Entries to dwellings and residential buildings should: 
 Be visible and easily identifiable from streets and other 

public areas. 
 Provide shelter, a sense of personal address and a 

transitional space around the entry. 

Complies. 
 

B27 
Daylight to New Windows 
To allow adequate daylight into new 
habitable room windows. 
 

A window in a habitable room should be located to face: 
 

 An outdoor space clear to the sky or a light court with a 
minimum area of 3 square metres and minimum 
dimension of 1 metre clear to the sky, not including 
land on an abutting lot, or 

 A verandah provided it is open for at least one third of 
its perimeter, or 

 A carport provided it has two or more open sides and is 
open for at least one third of its perimeter. 

Complies. 
 
Minimum 1m 
setback to all 
boundaries, 
including internal, 
satisfies this 
requirement. 

B28 
Private Open Space 
To provide adequate private open 
space for the reasonable recreation 
and service needs of residents. 
 

A dwelling or residential building should have private open space 
of an area and dimensions specified in a schedule to the zone.  
 
If no area or dimensions are specified in a schedule to the zone, 
a dwelling or residential Building should have private open space 
consisting of: 
 

 An area of 40 square metres, with one part of the 
private open space to consist of 
secluded private open space at the side or rear of the 
dwelling or residential building 
with a minimum area of 25 square metres, a minimum 
dimension of 3 metres and 
convenient access from a living room, or 

 A balcony of 8 square metres with a minimum width of 
1.6 metres and convenient 

access from a living room, or 
 A roof-top area of 10 square metres, minimum width of 

2 metres and convenient access from a living room. 
 

Complies. 
 
Between 75 and 98 
square metres of 
private open space 
provided to each 
dwelling, far more 
than the 40 square 
metres required.  
 
This includes 
secluded private 
open space at the 
side or rear of the 
dwelling or 
residential building 
with a minimum 
area of 25 square 
metres, a minimum 
dimension of 3 
metres and 
convenient access 
from a living room. 
 

B29 
Solar Access to Open Space 
To allow solar access into the 
secluded private open space of new 
dwellings and residential buildings. 
 

The private open space should be located on the north side of 
the dwelling or residential building, if appropriate. 
 

Complies. 
All open space is 
either on the North 
or West side of 
dwellings, with 
ample access to 
Northern sunlight. 

The southern boundary of secluded private open space should 
be set back from any wall on the north of the space at least 
(2+0.9h) metres, where ‘h’ is the height of the wall. 

Complies 
 

B30 
Storage 
To provide adequate storage 
facilities for each dwelling. 
 

Each dwelling should have convenient access to at least 6 cubic 
metres of externally accessible, secure storage space. 

Complies 
 
One small shed 
provided to each 
dwelling for this 
purpose. 
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Detailed Design Clause 55.06-1 to 06-4 
Title & Objective Standard Complies / 

Does Not 
Comply / 
Variation 
Required 
 

B31 
Design Detail 
To encourage design detail that 
respects the existing or preferred 
neighbourhood character. 
 

The design of buildings, including: 
 

 Facade articulation and detailing, 
 Window and door proportions, 
 Roof form, and 
 Verandahs, eaves and parapets, 
 Should respect the existing or preferred neighbourhood 

character. 

Complies. 
 
The units have 
suitable facades 
with verandahs, 
pitched roofs, and 
traditional doors 
and windows, 
which fits the local 
aesthetic. 

Garages and carports should be visually compatible with the 
development and the existing or preferred neighbourhood 
character. 

Complies. 
Open sided single 
carports have been 
chosen for minimal 
impact. 

B32 
Front Fences 
To encourage front fence design 
that respects the existing or 
preferred neighbourhood character. 
 

The design of front fences should complement the design of the 
dwelling or residential building and any front fences on adjoining 
properties. 

Complies. 

A front fence within 3 metres of a street should not exceed: 
  
The maximum height specified in a schedule to the zone, or 
If no maximum height is specified in a 
schedule to the zone, the maximum 
height specified in Table B3;  

 2m if abutting a Road Zone, Category 1. 
 1.5m in any other streets. 

Complies. 
 
 

B33 
Common Property 
To ensure that communal open 
space, car parking, access areas 
and site facilities are practical, 
attractive and easily maintained. 
 
To avoid future management 
difficulties in areas of common 
ownership. 

Developments should clearly delineate public, communal and 
private areas. 
 

Complies. 

Common property, where provided, should be functional and 
capable of efficient management. 
 

Not Applicable. 

B34 
Site Services 
To ensure that site services can be 
installed and easily maintained. 
 
To ensure that site facilities are 
accessible, adequate and attractive. 
 

The design and layout of dwellings and residential buildings 
should provide sufficient space (including easements where 
required) and facilities for services to be installed and maintained 
efficiently and economically. 

Complies. 

Bin and recycling enclosures, mailboxes and other site facilities 
should be accessible, adequate in size, durable, waterproof and 
blend in with the development. 

Complies – 
On-street bin 
collection is 
considered 
adequate. 

Mailboxes should be provided and located for convenient 
access as required by Australia Post. 

Complies. 
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F A R M  M A N A G E M E N T  P L A N J  &  J  K A R E N A

$pNtrNumm&$msx
Background in Farm Management
Both John and Jill have had a life long association wrth farming and land

man€ement.

John ha-s worked in the she'anng industry for't0 years and owned and operated a

small farm wrth Jrll in WA from 1990 to 2000 before moving to Vrctona. The

farm was z gtazinglcropping property and supported a sheep stud and

drroughbred horse trarning operaflon.

Jill rvas brought up on a sheep and beef farrn, md has a long career in land and

environmental m.an'agement with commumty zrnd govemment organsitlons. This

rncluded three year with the Blackwood Ba-sin Group in WA (a communrty

environmental management group) and four years with DPI's Dryland Salinity

Program and the National Acuon Plan for Sahnity and Water Q"rlity. She is

currendy employed as a Senior Manager at Macedon Ranges Shire.

Summaryl of RoPosed DeveloPnrent

John and Jill intend to develop a small, bouuque Thoroughbred horse breeding

farm. This will require the building of a dwelling and associated sheddinp- to

propedy care for the stock and land.

It is intended that this development will be in keepingwith the rural landscape zrrd

will involve minim'al disturb'ance to the environment and surroundrng I'anduse

which is predomrnandy small grazingfarms and horuculture.

70 Blackjack Rd, Harcourt, \TC 3453
Ph 5474 3012 Mob 0466 812 563
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John andJill Karena

Lot PIan of
Subdiuision

Volume FoIio Parish Name

4 5182775 10898 785 Elohinstone

5 5182775 10898 786 Elphinstone

6 5182775 10898 787 Elphinstone

8 5182775 10898 189 Elphinstone

9 5182775 10898 790 Elphinstone

10 5182775 10898 791 Elphrnstone



F A R M  I U A N A G E I T I E N T  P L A N J  &  J  K A R E N A

PF*WW ffi$xwrmw&w$st$ww
The property at2632 Calder Highway, Elphinstone is located in the Sandy Creek

subcatchment of the North Central Catchment Management Authonfles Coliban

catchment.

Topography Features
Tlris rectangular block of 15.069 ha (37.2 acres) is mosdy flat but slopes up gendy

towards the north comef wrth nse of no more thzn 2o/o. The land is boundary

fenced and drvided into three paddocks. The land q.pe is granitrc Sassy woodland

and is contarned within the Goldfields EVC.

Water and Drainage
There are two existrng dams on d-re property, one medium sized and one smaller.

There are two grassy low lyng natural drarnage lines. These enable water flow

from road culvets on both the oid Calder Hrghway and new Calder Highway

during healry rain events.

The property is well drarned with no arezas susceptrble to flooding or watedoggrng.

There are no sv/amps, creeks or wedands on the property.

There is no visable evidence of erosion or salinity on the property.

Vegetation
The block is well covered by unimproved pastures which contains a drversity of

gra^sses and clovers. There are veq/ few paddock trees on the proper$ but

srgnificant remnant roadside vegetadon - including a comprehensive number of

indrgenous species - along the south and wstem boundanes. fhere are nev/

plantings of nauve vegetadon by Vic Roads along the norrh (Pollards Rd) and
eastem (I'{ew Calder Hrghway) boundanes oFthe property.

The Norrh Central Catchment Management Plan 2006 identifies drat flora and

fauna records for the Sandy Creek subcatchment show that there are no rare,

endangered or otherwise significant species present.

There are patches of gorse on Finnings Rd that runs along the southem boundary

of the property.

Soil
Weathered granite yellowish-grey duplex soils exist over the whole property whicl'r

has obviously been suitable for grazingand hght cropping. Even though this soil

tvpe can be prone to erosion, watedoggrng and weed infestation, there is no visual

evidence of any of these problems on the property.

Existing Land Use
This is vac fltland drat has been used for grazrng.

Existing infiasbucture
The only existrng infr'asture is the the boundary and intemal fencng. Two sides of

the boundary fencing and the internai fences are in poor condiflon'
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F A R I I I  I U A N A G E M E N T  P L A N J  &  J  K A R E N A

Existing Access
There .afe two exisung access to the property along the Old Caider Flrghway, one

towards the north of the pfoPerty and one at the south end. These access points

are suitable fbr small vehicles only due to overhangrng and closely planted trees.

Although the property is surrounded by public roads, Finnings Rd has been cut ofT

with the development of the new Calder Highway and rs effeclvely a disused road.

Enisting Services
Powers services are on the opposite side of the Old Calder Highway. Phone

services are to the boundary of the property.

Vieur Lines
The viewline from the intended house site would be towards the north (views ot

MtAlexander and the northem end of the properry) and the New Calder Hrghway.

Glimate
The altitude of Elphinstone is 407 metres. The me'an annual rarnfall for

Elphinstone is 625 to 700 mm. The annual mean temperzfi)re is 13.5 degrees

Celcius. The prevarlingwrrd is irom the south west.

Fire Threat
We have self assessed the fire threat to this property to be relauvely low due to the

lack of native vegetation on the property and the surrounding roads which act as

fire breaks. The property does not have a Wildfire Management Overlay.

Nerghbouring properrres are grazing land wrth scattered patches oi native

vegetatlon. The properry h'asn't been a-ssessed for fire risk by the CFA.

Environmental Risk Features
The only identrfied exisung environmental risk features are weed and animal pest
related.

The patches of gorse along Fmning Rd where it runs alongside the property

present athreat of gorse rrfestatron on the property and surrounding land.

There is visual evidence oi rabbit damage on the property as evidence by burrows
and new diggtgt.

Use of Adjoining Land
The property is surrounded by public roads. Beyond these roads are small farming

properties berng used for grazingand l-rorUculture.

ffimw & K$ffi$ffiffiffiffiffi Wffimwx

Land Use
This proposal is to develop the land as a small, bouflque Thoroughbreed horse

breedtng farm. Usrng our knowledge and expenence of land manzgemeng we have
.assessed the property and planned development according to its l'and capability.

: : e )
t ; F O

- =  Z .  :  e P

e =.oi \ iE
; 2  ' -  : - -

o c C

F =

- {  u l  :
J = :
L ( 4 :

U

l !

T
(-J

a

z

J
(I-

G
(!

c)

)'<
! - l
__l

-;z



F A R M  M A N A G E M E N T  P L A N J  &  J  K A R E N A

All areas of environmental risk have been identified and management practices

proposed to addtess those risks.

In order to caffy out the animal husbandry that would be reqtured for this farming

operation a dwelling and approptiate shedding would be needed.

Our view is that a sustainable farm system on this property would not exceed one

horse per four acres. Our aim to is establish a broodmare band of between 5-6

udth their foals which we think would provide optimum grazng nutrition for the

animals and minimal impact on the land particularly during the umes of least

pasture gtowth.

Through the sale of young stock we would regulate the stocking rate dependant on

seasonal and dimatic factors.

The land would be refenced to create five paddocks (two latge and three smallet).

The new fences will exclude stock ftom the lowest lyng land on the property

which will be rwegetated to prevent any possible erosion in the future. The farm

layout will include a landway to the northemmost paddocks to ptovide ease of

stock movement and prevent compaction of paddock soils ftom vehicles.

We will implement a three year pastwe renovadon program which vrill see all areas

retained as pasture sown to the following perennial pasture mix of Sirosa Phalaris,
Port Cos Foot, Balansa Clover, Seaton Park Sub Clovet, Ttikkala sub dover and

Goss Sub Clover.

These pasture areas will be rotationally gazed with a minimum rest period in the

rotation of six weeks per paddock. This will ensure that gound cover is

mainained and soils are protected. This gazlng strategy will also maintain the

species composition of the pastures and protect them ftom weed infestation.

A regular annual fertiliser program will be formulated to maintain soil fertility and

good gtoundcover.

There are two exrsting dams on the ptopetty, but these will not ptovide water

seorrity for the farm due to their limited capaaty. We intend to enhance the

exrsting watet supply with a groundwater bote and water tanks to supply stock and

domestic pu4)oses. Rainwater from the dwelling and shed roofs would be

collected in a rainwater tank and used for household purposes.

The building envelope would be in the most inconspicuous place on the property

and would be situated for its proximity to exisflng roads, easy access to senrices,

and in the least fertile comer of the land. The ptoposed development would be

prtti^lly hidden by vegetation when viewed ftom the Old Calder Flghway. This

building envelope has been selected to ensure there will be no requirement to

remove native vegetation. Services to the building envelope would be

underground.

Excavation for dwellings and sheds will be minimal because of the flatness of the

land in the building envelope.



F A R M  T A N A G E T E N T  P L A N J  &  J  K A R E N A

Native Vegetation Management
As outlined above, the lowest lilng land on the properly will be fenced to exclude

stock and twegetated with local-provence nadve species. $7e have a longstanding

relationships rvith Ftance Cincotta of Newstead Nusedes and would consult

Frances tegarding the species mix which would include some of the following:

Scicntific Name Common Narne I-ife Fomr

Acacia implexa Lightwood Canopy Tree, l-lnderstorey'I'rce or L,argc'
Shnrb

Acacia melanoxylon Blackwood Caflop.v'l ree, Unclerstorey'l ree or Lzuge
Shnrb

Acacla patadoxa Hedge Watde i\4cc1iurn ShrLrb

Acacia pycnantha Golden N?atde Canopv 1-rcc, Nlecliurn SlruLr

Acaena novae-zelandiae Bidgee-widgee l\Ccdiurn llcrlr

Bossiaea prostrata Creeping Bossiaea Prostratc Shrul>

Cassinia arcuata Drooping Cassinia l\'lediurn Shrub

Chrysocephalum apiculatum
s. l

Common Evedasting l,ar51e Herb

Deyeuxia quadriseta Reed Bent-grass l-lrge 
'I 

uttecl Gramrrxld (GrassJite plant)

Dianella revoluta s.l. Black-anther Flax-lily X,leclium to Snall I'uftecl (irarnkxrid {(irass
Lke plant

Dichondra reoens Kidney-weed Sm:LlI or Prtrstrate [{erb

Drosera peltata subsp.
auriculata

Tall Sundew N{ediun Herb

Drosera whittakeri subsp
aberrans

Scented Sundew Small ctr Prostrate Ilcd,r

Eucalypnrs camaldulensis fuver Red-gum C,rnopy'litcc, I Jnrirlrstorc\.'I'rcc: or La.rgc
Shrulr

Eucalyprus ovata Swamp Gum Canopl, T'ree, [-lnder:storey 
'1 

tee or l,u:ge
Shrub

Eucalyptus rubida Candlebark Canopv 
'I 

ree, IInderstore,v Iiee or J,arge
Shrub

Eucalyptus viminalis Manna Gum Understorey'Iiee or l,arge Shrub, iVlallee
'l'ree

Gonocarpus tetragynus Common Raspwort N4ediun Herl:

Hvdrocowle laxiflora Stnking Pennfrrrort Srnall or Prostrate IIcdl

Lomandra filiformis Watde Mat-rush N'lediur-n to Snrall 
'I\rti:t:cl 

Cirarainoid (Grass-

Iike plant

Microlaena stipoides var
stipoides

Weeping Grass lVfcdium to Tiny Nor-r-Tirttetl Grarninoid
((.)rass-lil<e pl

Opercularia varia Variable Stinkweed Small or Prostrate Herb

Pimelea hr:rnhs Common Rice-flower Small Shruir

Poa sieberiana Grey Tussock-grass Nledium to Small'l'ufted Cr:rminoid i(lrass-
likc piant

Pteridium esculentum Austral Bracken (lrourd licm

Themeda triandn Kangaroo Grass N{edium to Small T'ufted Graminoid (Grass-
lilie plant



F A R T I  I f ,  A N A G E I U I E N T  P L A N J  &  J  K A R E N A

We would also retore a level of large native paddocks ffees for stock shade and

shelter as well as increasing the connectivity of the biodiversity corridots that

existng along the surrounding roadsides.

We will also enhance the existing rerrrlant vegetation along Finnings Rd, with

native plantings inside the property boundary. These would fenced off and include

^ :i:ange of species particularly grassy woodlands understory species. We would

undertake chemcial treatment of e>asting gotse along Finnings Rd and thereafter

monitor for regtowth and treat manually each Autumn.

Gonstruction of a dwelling and sheds
The dwelling will be situated on a building envelope of 6500 sqm'. It will be

oriented to take adantage of the passive solar heating of the northem aspect.

Further discussions with Council will be undertaken to ensure that the final house

design meets all local building and sustainability requirements.

Landscaping of the envelope will be undertaken to ensure that the visual amenity

of the property and locality is maintained. The waterwater management system will

be an important component in the landscaping plan.

All septic wastewater disposal planning has been done in conjunction with our

registered plumber:
Mr RobertJohnson,
3Junction St, Eaglehawk 3556
Reg. No. 14899

MrJohnson has visited the site withJohn to determine the most appropnate septic

wasteu/ater system for the proposed buildings.

The septic disposal system will be at aeratedwaste water treatment system installed

by the manufactuter Econoryle. This was conflrmed as the ptefered option

dunng an onsite consultation between John and the Mount Alexander Shire's

Environmental Health Officer Tracey Watson who is familiar with the Econocycle

system.

The system will tteat the waterwater which will then be reticulated to at least

600sqrn'? of fenced native shrubs at least L00 metres from the lowest lying land on

the property.

f \

-: r _1

j - N
-':--*-

: l r0:
l\--:
C ;

' c {

= U J
L

=

J



41 B-  t r
r !
I

l r
i t

' !

: i
: l' t
r l
t i

;
r i

.

I

1

$

l - ,
- t \

sn|#

) * *

{

x
I
rf,

\J

t



Summary - Budget Submissions 2017-2018 1 of 7

BUDGET SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED 2017-2018 

No. Name Summary Comment

1 Chewton Primary School Review safety of footpaths.
A project for pedestrian safety at Chewton Primary School is  included in 

the budget

2
Castlemaine & Maldon Railway 

Preservation Society
Re-building two crossings in Castlemaine - at Rowe and Maclise Streets 

• Rowe St Crossing

There is no pedestrian crossing or footpath in this vicinity and therefore it 

is considered that there would be minimal benefit to the general 

community from this work. Funding is not recommended.

• Maclise St Crossing

There is a pedestrian crossing in this vicinity and, as per previous similar 

circumstances at the Johnstone St crossing in late 2016, a contribution 

of $5,000 incl. GST for this site is recommended.

3 Cranked Up Pty Ltd
Request for signing a route from Castlemaine to Harcourt and explore the opportunity 

to have the climb up Mt Alexander signed with distance to go signage. 

Signage on Mount Alexander has merit to support cycle tourism. Further 

investigation would be needed on costs and any regulatory issues. 

Recommend that this be investigated for consideration in 2018/19 

budget. 

4 Metcalfe Community Hall
Request to increase annual contribution to the s.86 Committee (Item raised at 

Councillor Briefing 26 April 2017)

The hall contribution amount was determined through a review of the 

contributions of all halls and recreation reserves in 2014. The review 

aligned with the development of new Instrument of Delegations that 

reallocated a majority of the maintenance responsibilities (and 

associated expense) away from the Committee to Council. Maintenance 

works undertaken by Council this financial year have totalled 

$27,888.The utility costs for Metcalfe Hall are similar to those of other 

community halls in Mount Alexander Shire. Recommend to retain current 

allocation.

5 Friends of Campbells Creek

Strongly endorses the draft 2017/2018 Budget, particularly:

- implementation of an Urban Waterways Management Plan

- trail rehabilitation and flood resilience works

- increased maintenance allowance for footpaths and trails

- community partnership and support for volunteers.

This submission expresses very strong support for the investments in the 

urban waterways including for the management plan, trails, flood 

resilience works, and community partnerships. The group is now meeting 

with DSD and MHE and other relevant officers on a quarterly basis to 

coordinate activities. No budget change recommended.

6
Anitra Nelson on behalf of the arts 

and artists

The Council Plan and Budget must include reference to, and support for, the vital 

aspect of arts in respect to our local businesses, character and identity.

The perceived reduction in funding allocated to cultural development in 

the proposed budget is due to a change in how and where we report on 

management and administrative resources in our new organisational 

structure.  Dedicated funding specific to the arts has increased by about 

$5,000 in the 2017/2018 Proposed Budget. Planned activities include 

support and coordination of the 2018 Regional Centre for Culture and 

Artlands Conference, planning and implementation of the Phee 

Broadway Theatre Program, managing funding agreements with key 

cultural institutions and supporting local artists. No budget change 

recommended.

7 Castlemaine Community House

Supports the proposed upgrade to the Town Hall kitchen.  Believes the kitchen 

equipment has reached its use by date and has become unreliable.  One oven is no 

longer operational and the other ovens have broken down on several occasions 

causing inconvenience.  The exhaust fans have failed causing the Town Hall building 

to be evacuated.  An upgrade of the bar facilities are required for more effective use in 

large events.

Renewal works on the Castlemaine Town Hall kitchen are included in the 

draft budget. The final extent of works to be undertaken in the kitchen 

are subject to Council review with up to $135,000 being available for this 

project as Council's first priority kitchen in 17/18. No budget change 

recommended.

8 Martine Murray

Disappointed that Budget and Council Plan contain no references to the arts and a 

negligible portion of rate goes towards supporting arts.  How will Council support local 

arts businesses and practices given that Council acknowledges the fundamental role 

arts plays in contributing to our cultural identity and local economy.  How are our 

museums, theatre, library, festivals, schools, choirs less important than the roads 

which service it?

The perceived reduction in funding allocated to cultural development in 

the proposed budget is due to a change in how and where we report on 

management and administrative resources in our new organisational 

structure.  Dedicated funding specific to the arts has increased by about 

$5,000 in the 2017/2018 Proposed Budget. Planned activities include 

support and coordination of the 2018 Regional Centre for Culture and 

Artlands Conference, planning and implementation of the Phee 

Broadway Theatre Program, managing funding agreements with key 

cultural institutions and supporting local artists. No budget change 

recommended.

9 Peggy Shaw

Is 95 years old and is terrified every time she takes her mobility scooter out due to 

poor quality of footpaths.  Requests the footpath or side of the road be levelled along 

Hunter Street to Fletcher Street.  The footpath and unmade road is currently 

hazardous due to the ruts and ridges on site.

This request relates to a 100 metre section of road on Hunter Street 

which leads into bushland. It is an unsealed road with no footpaths. 

There are prior customer requests relating to footpaths or the road 

surface dating back to 2013. Hunter Street is not on Council's footpath 

program and at this stage there are no plans to seal this end of Hunter 

Street due to the cost. Unfortunately due to the level of demand across 

the Shire and Hunter Streets' limited use, this project is considered a 

lower priority than other footpaths included in the draft budget. An 

inspection to identify any routine maintenance works needed on the road 

will be undertaken. No budget change recommended.

10 Deanne Greenwood

Supports urban waterways management plan, trail rehabilitation and flood resilience 

works, increased focus on footpath maintenance and support for community 

partnerships/volunteers.

Positive feedback noted. No budget change recommended.

Separate Attachment COM 21B 
Ordinary Meeeting of Council 20 June 2017



Summary - Budget Submissions 2017-2018 2 of 7

BUDGET SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED 2017-2018 

No. Name Summary Comment

11
Metcalfe Hall Committee of 

Management

Could separate meters be installed for the Metcalfe Hall, streetlights and other facilities 

such as the workshop?

As noted above, the street lighting is not connected to the same meter 

as the hall and the electricity bills paid by the committee appear to be 

consistent with those of other similar halls. Separate metering could be 

undertaken at a cost however the basis for doing so does not appear 

clear. No budget change recommended. 

12 Christine Hooper

Requests that recycling bins be placed at community events.  When recently attending 

a function for the State Festival, Christine was unable to locate a recycling bin.  Also 

believes the number of bins at such events is inadequate.

Council provides support to events who require additional waste 

management by providing rubbish and recycling bins.  The event 

organiser nominates how many they require and Council then contracts 

Cleanaway to deliver and collect the bins.  Once delivered, it is the 

responsibility of the event organiser to place the bins around the event 

site.  Regarding separating rubbish and recycling, event organisers 

report that it is very difficult to ensure that patrons put the correct 

rubbish/recycling in the correct bins. The suggestion of providing more 

prominent signage is a good idea as providing different coloured bins is 

not enough.  Event organisers can be encouraged to label each bin 

correctly and where possible place a rubbish bin next to a recycling bin.  

This should help to reduce the amount of mixed rubbish.

Council is working with MASG to help more event organisers access the 

Wash Against Waste trailer.  Council also provides a subsidy on the hire 

of the trailer to all users who can display that they are reducing the 

amount of bins required at their event. No budget change recommended.

13 Harcourt Progress Association

Requests further resources and funding to develop the key recommendations of the 

2015 Harcourt Landscape Master Plan.  As a priority, the Association has identified 

support for the "design, fabrication and installation of town entry statements" and asks 

that Council partner with the HPA and VicRoads in order to progress this issue.

Also requests the allocation of resources and efforts to secure funding to progress the 

creation of a significant all abilities playground.

Council has allocated $100,000 toward supporting Community Planning 

groups to progress their streetscape improvement projects across the 

Shire. Officers will work with the HPA to better understand what is 

needed to assist them.

Council is generally able to fund the delivery of one substantial play 

space per budget cycle and has nominated the redevelopment of the 

Victory Park play space in 2017/18. That said, staff have previously met 

with the HPA and agreed to assist it to progress the proposed 

playground in Harcourt with funds provided by the Federal Government 

and the HPA. No budget changed recommended. 

14 Solway Nutting
Proposes that $1,500 funding be made available for "community picnics with 

refugees".  

The Refugee Welcome Zone Action Plan is currently being developed 

and it is recommended that this request be considered as part of that 

work to ensure that Council's investment goes toward the most beneficial 

initiatives identified. No budget change recommended.   

15 Leonie Van Eyk
Disappointed and concern about the lack of clarity and inclusion of the creative and 

arts sectors in the budget.

The perceived reduction in funding allocated to cultural development in 

the proposed budget is due to a change in how and where we report on 

management and administrative resources in our new organisational 

structure.  Dedicated funding specific to the arts has increased by about 

$5,000 in the 2017/2018 Proposed Budget. Planned activities include 

support and coordination of the 2018 Regional Centre for Culture and 

Artlands Conference, planning and implementation of the Phee 

Broadway Theatre Program, managing funding agreements with key 

cultural institutions and supporting local artists. No budget change 

recommended.

16 Castlemaine State Festival

- CSF commends MASC for the recognition in the Council Plan of the worth and 

contribution creative industries, arts and culture play in the life of the shire, from a 

number of perspectives; employment, economic activity, health and well-being and a 

sense of community and belonging.

- CSF supports the 3rd pillar in the Council Plan - “A Creative and Innovative 

Economy”. However we respectfully suggest that when it comes to translating this, and 

the “what we heard” and “what we will do” from the community consultation, into clear 

and specific strategies and plans, there is a disconnect. The recognition of creative 

industries and support for their continued growth is lacking.

- CSF recommends that Council adopt the Castlemaine Cultural Precinct Plan in 

principle; indicate that short term Objectives 5, 9, 10, 11 and 12 are high priority; 

allocate $50,000 in the 17/18 budget as $ for $ matching contribution for any State and 

Federal Government funding that can be secured to further the objectives; include 

further consideration of the Plan as part of a review of the Arts Strategy.

The perceived reduction in funding allocated to cultural development in 

the proposed budget is due to a change in how and where we report on 

management and administrative resources in our new organisational 

structure.  Dedicated funding specific to the arts has increased by about 

$5,000 in the 2017/2018 Proposed Budget. Planned activities include 

support and coordination of the 2018 Regional Centre for Culture and 

Artlands Conference, planning and implementation of the Phee 

Broadway Theatre Program, managing funding agreements with key 

cultural institutions and supporting local artists. No budget change 

recommended.
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17 Maldon Focus Inc.

- despite mention of the need to review and revise the Maldon Design Guidelines in the 

Council Plan, no financial allocation appears in the Budget for this to occur. We would 

request that this be specifically listed in the Annual Plan and in the Budget.

- we would like to see a budget item for an information campaign to inform residents 

and business, (new and old), about the benefits of heritage and their obligations with 

respect to planning permits and compliance.

It would seem that many of the recent incidents of non-compliant signs in the Maldon 

CBD and unsympathetic buildings in the wider historic area are the result of lack of 

knowledge of the existence and requirements of the Maldon Design Guidelines and 

their purpose. 

- we note that there is an allocation of $58,000 for the position of a Heritage and Urban 

Design Officer.   This amount does not appear to support a full-time position.  We 

would request that this be made a full-time position with adequate budget allocation

Update of the Maldon Design Guidelines is currently occurring and will 

'carry over' into 2017/18 hence it is not shown as a new item in the 

budget. Council has funded a full time planning enforcement officer 

position for some time to ensure compliance with planning permits. The 

proposed budget continues this position. Council's Maldon CBD 

streetscape project will enable considerable community discussion and 

education to occur over the coming 1-2 years about the importance of 

conserving heritage character in Maldon. The funding noted toward the 

Heritage & Urban Design Officer does not include the funds that are 

usually allocated toward external consultants for heritage advice. These 

will now be used to help fund the new full time position.

No budget change recommended.

18 Melissa Wade

I'm writing in support of your proposal to allocate $881,000 to footpaths in the 

upcoming budget. I think our shire needs as much infrastructure as possible to support 

active transport and exercise.  I ride and walk regularly on the Campbells creek path, 

both north of Princess Street and towards Castlemaine. I hope the $330,000 allocated 

to creek paths includes closing "the gap" south of Princess Street as this is an 

important link in the trail and will enhance the usage along the entire creek trail. Having 

to use the current detour on the road and up a hill is a big deterrent to many families 

who use the path, as well as those who are older and with less fitness. 

Support of the proposed budget allocation for footpaths is noted. The 

$330,000 proposed budget allocation for trail resilience does not include 

closing "the gap" in the Campbells Creek trail south of Princess Street, 

however this section is currently being designed, and is likely to be a 

budget submission for consideration by Council for the 2018/19 financial 

year. No budget change recommended.

19 the PADDOCK

Requests Council construct a walking and cycling track to service the residents of 

West Castlemaine, including the future residents of the Paddock eco development.  

The priority site is from Domain Drive to View St.

Council is currently investing in construction of the footpaths identified in 

the Walking and Cycling Strategy. This includes linking the McKenzie Hill 

developments to the CBD which are expected to contain over 600 

residential lots in total. The Paddock development is yet to gain planning 

approval but is anticipated to service a population of 80 people. It is 

recommended that Council continue investing in accordance with the 

strategy which would see the footpath network to McKenzie Hill built 

over the coming 3 years if funding continues. Once complete, potential to 

increase the footpath network further to the West could then be explored. 

No budget change recommended.

20 Newstead Walks and Wheels

Please allocate funds to sign the Newstead Fitness Loop – we haven’t yet had the 

chance to discuss costs with Council. Also, please allocate funds to match grant 

applications to prepare a feasibility study for the Loddon River Loop, the Newstead to 

Maldon Loops and the Newstead Bushland Walks

The Newstead Fitness Loop is supported in the Walking and Cycling 

Strategy for future development pending funding availability. Officers are 

able to explore external funding opportunities for this and other trail 

priorities without additional resources at this time and several meetings 

have already occurred. Additional loop trails identified by the Newstead 

Wheels and Walks group are located on land not managed by Council 

and officers have begun facilitating discussions with other authorities 

about these proposals. No budget change recommended.

21 Bill Wiglesworth Requests tip vouchers and a hard rubbish collection service.

While often popular with residents, tip vouchers are generally not 

recommended by waste experts as they do not encourage people to 

prioritise re-use and recycling and they also mask the true cost of waste 

services by spreading the cost to all ratepayers (through higher bin 

charges and disposal fees at the landfill).  The regional waste group is 

currently researching the effectiveness of hard rubbish collection 

however generally speaking in rural areas the service is very expensive, 

and the component recycled is a small percentage. No budget change 

recommended.

22 Kareen Anchen

We ask Council to take into consideration the extended broad use of Fountain Street 

and consider the following requirements:

• Designating disabled car parking

• Signage improvement for parallel parking

• Gutter improvement

• Gutter maintenance

• Road improvement

• Road maintenance

The constant truck damage has damaged sections of the road – in particular where the 

trucks and the bus turn, the unofficial turning circle.

Fountain Street is a sealed road with sealed parking provided for the first 

100m to the retirement village access point. Beyond this, the road is a 4-

5m wide sealed road with gravel parking and shoulders. The current 

overall condition of the road at Fountain Street is not at intervention level 

and is considered fit for purpose against Council's Road Management 

Plan Therefore road rehabilitation is not assessed to be a current priority 

when compared to others across the Shire. Historically, there have been 

concerns raised via customer requests relating to parking and drainage. 

This email/submission will be lodged as a customer request for the 

matters raised relating to parking signage, gutter clearing and road 

edges and shoulders. No budget change recommended.
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23
Mount Alexander Eco-Housing 

Group

Suggests the $15,000 Council has allocated to research and advocacy focus strongly 

on community input, working closely with local groups such as MAEG to explore 

innovative legal and financial housing models, so State and Federal government 

support can be sought to help achieve results.

The draft Council Plan seeks to encourage and support innovative 

housing solutions that meet the needs of the community. The $15,000 

noted represents Council's funding contribution to continue participating 

in the Australian Research Council Linkage Project which will be in its 

second year of a three year project. No budget change recommended.

24 Maldon Neighbourhood Centre
Would like to see Council's contribution to agencies increased to support older 

residents within the shire.

Council is continuing to provide services to all eligible people in 

accordance with the Commonwealth Home Support Program and the 

Home and Community Care Program. Arrangements are in place until 

2020. Council is not a NDIS provider, however current funding is 

allowing officers to support residents to transition to NDIS. No budget 

change recommended.  

25 Joyce Sanders

1. Believes $20,000 is insufficient for street and park tree planting program

2. Parking enforcement should be a regular position and not one shared with ranger 

duties

3. Funding a Heritage and Urban Design officer may get expertise in neither area.

During budget deliberations, Council instructed staff to increase the 

budget for street tree planting to $40,000 and this is reflected in the final 

draft document.

Council has for the past 2 years funded a 0.6 EFT parking enforcement 

officer. The draft budget continues this level of resourcing and currently it 

appears to be highly effective. No budget change recommended.

The natural and built form heritage of the municipality are inextricably 

linked and both need to be carefully considered when managing 

conservation and change in the environment. Finding a person with skills 

in both heritage and urban design may be challenging as suggested 

however other Councils have achieved this. Combination of the two 

previous roles into one will allow high quality heritage protection on a full 

time basis as well as a good design interface between the private and 

public realm. No budget change recommended.  

26 Catherine Pilgrim
Is concerned about the lack of clarity and inclusion of the creative and arts sectors in 

the draft Council Budget. A reduction in funding is particularly disappointing.

The perceived reduction in funding allocated to cultural development in 

the proposed budget is due to a change in how and where we report on 

management and administrative resources in our new organisational 

structure.  Dedicated funding specific to the arts has increased by about 

$5,000 in the 2017/2018 Proposed Budget. Planned activities include 

support and coordination of the 2018 Regional Centre for Culture and 

Artlands Conference, planning and implementation of the Phee 

Broadway Theatre Program, managing funding agreements with key 

cultural institutions and supporting local artists. No budget change 

recommended.

27 Keith Roberts

“Maldon Visitor Information Centre Stage 1” ($448,000). I submit that these works 

should be deleted from the budget. In my view the Council should admit that the 

purchase of the Wheel and Loom property for use as a visitor centre was a 

monumental mistake. The location is not suitable for a number of reasons and the final 

cost will be prohibitive. I maintain that it is incumbent upon the Council to take the 

necessary steps to sell the property without delay.

Council has indicated that it supports the reallocation of the funds 

previously set aside for the Maldon VIC toward the Maldon streetscape 

project that is currently being developed with the community. The stated 

purpose for these funds has been amended accordingly in the final draft 

of the budget document.  

28 Campbells Creek Community Inc.

Commend Council for including funding for:

- implementation of an Urban Waterways Management Plan

- reconstruction of the Campbells Creek and Forest Creek walking and cycling trails

- completion of streetscape planning and design for Newstead, Campbells Creek, 

Chewton, Guildford and Taradale.

Request that funds be included towards "Closing the Gap' in the Campbells Creek 

walking and cycling path.

Design of the 'closing the gap' project in the Campbells Creek trail is 

funded in the 2016/17 budget. It is anticipated that Council will be 

presented with a budget bid for construction of this path in development 

of the 2018/19 budget. No budget change recommended.  

29 Eliza-Jane Gilchrist

Concerned around the lack of arts and culture included in the draft Council Plan and 

Budget.  In the ‘2017-2018 Proposed Budget Summary’ Council lists a number of 

service areas with the corresponding net cost per $100 rates and charges for these 

service delivery areas. I am disappointed to see that Arts and Culture accounts for a 

mere $1.53/%100 and is the lowest service delivery area. 

The perceived reduction in funding allocated to cultural development in 

the proposed budget is due to a change in how and where we report on 

management and administrative resources in our new organisational 

structure.  Dedicated funding specific to the arts has increased by about 

$5,000 in the 2017/2018 Proposed Budget. Planned activities include 

support and coordination of the 2018 Regional Centre for Culture and 

Artlands Conference, planning and implementation of the Phee 

Broadway Theatre Program, managing funding agreements with key 

cultural institutions and supporting local artists. No budget change 

recommended.
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30 Punctum Inc.

Believes the draft Council Budget has reduced funding for the arts from $2.76/$100 to 

$1.53/$100.  We urge Council to commit to being innovative, creative and connected 

by providing support to develop arts, and cultural and creative activities across the 

shire by providing adequate resourcing through the budget.

The perceived reduction in funding allocated to cultural development in 

the proposed budget is due to a change in how and where we report on 

management and administrative resources in our new organisational 

structure.  Dedicated funding specific to the arts has increased by about 

$5,000 in the 2017/2018 Proposed Budget. Planned activities include 

support and coordination of the 2018 Regional Centre for Culture and 

Artlands Conference, planning and implementation of the Phee 

Broadway Theatre Program, managing funding agreements with key 

cultural institutions and supporting local artists. No budget change 

recommended.

31 Diane Addington

Disappointed and concern about the lack of clarity and inclusion of the creative and 

arts sectors in the Council Plan.  I urge Council to support the arts in a comprehensive 

way and to encourage arts based events, venues for the arts,  public art projects and 

the resolution of issues concerning Phee Broadway Theatre.

The perceived reduction in funding allocated to cultural development in 

the proposed budget is due to a change in how and where we report on 

management and administrative resources in our new organisational 

structure.  Dedicated funding specific to the arts has increased by about 

$5,000 in the 2017/2018 Proposed Budget. Planned activities include 

support and coordination of the 2018 Regional Centre for Culture and 

Artlands Conference, planning and implementation of the Phee 

Broadway Theatre Program, managing funding agreements with key 

cultural institutions and supporting local artists. No budget change 

recommended.

32 Duncan Brown

Requests a greater priority be placed on the maintenance of gravel shoulders on roads 

and subsequent table drains.  These two areas have been given very little attention 

since the formation of the Mount Alexander shire and as a result our road network has 

deteriorated.  The downsizing of the outdoor staff is the reason this maintenance has 

not been done, as well as machinery not being replaced.

Also requests that all complaints/reports be responded to within a reasonable 

timeframe.

Has requested that a written response be provided in due course.

Road condition audits are carried out in accordance with Council's Road 

Management Plan (RMP), which identify hazards such as edge drops 

and drainage. Hazards identified are then prioritised and the required 

maintenance is completed in accordance with the response times in the 

RMP. Both road shoulder and table drain maintenance are budgeted for 

within the Sealed Road and Drainage budgets. It is recommended that 

Council consider this community feedback as part of reviewing the 

standards adopted in Council's Road Management Plan. No budget 

change recommended.

33 Castlemaine Community House

Disappointed at the minimal level of financial support for the creative arts field as 

proposed in the draft budget.  Is also concerned about the ongoing operational and 

management issues with the Phee Broadway Theatre and accordingly urge you to 

reconsider the Council's level of commitment to the arts and culture sectors within the 

2017-18 draft budget.

The perceived reduction in funding allocated to cultural development in 

the proposed budget is due to a change in how and where we report on 

management and administrative resources in our new organisational 

structure.  Dedicated funding specific to the arts has increased by about 

$5,000 in the 2017/2018 Proposed Budget. Planned activities include 

support and coordination of the 2018 Regional Centre for Culture and 

Artlands Conference, planning and implementation of the Phee 

Broadway Theatre Program, managing funding agreements with key 

cultural institutions and supporting local artists. No budget change 

recommended.

34 Castlemaine Landcare Group Inc.

1. We welcome the inclusion of a budget item for the Urban Waterways Management 

Plan (2.2, initiative 18).  This will set the scene for improvements in the urban 

waterways under Council’s care.  It is important that Council also make provision in 

future budgets for waterways improvements, so that the gains made in the coming 

year can then be built upon.

2. We also suggest that you consider providing modest maintenance grants to 

Landcare groups to keep them functioning and contributing their numerous hours of 

work to the joint projects proposed in the Council plan.

3. We suggest providing a budget item this year for training contractors and Council 

staff in the cleaning of tools and vehicles to prevent transmission of weeds.  

Preventing the spread of weeds will reduce the cost of weed management into the 

future.

The $50,000 in the 2017/18 budget for urban waterways will enable 

Council to catch up on a large amount of tree management work and to 

address other risks

Ongoing funding will be required to continue to manage the waterways 

including to implement the new management plan. Enabling community 

grants over a multi-year cycle would help Landcare groups to deliver 

works at the best time of year and this is currently being investigated for 

further discussion with Council.

Training in cleaning to reduce weed spread can be conducted within 

existing resources. No budget change recommended.

35 Business Mount Alexander

Requests funding of $10,000 be allocated to Business Mount Alexander in order to 

allow BMA to grow its operations and offer stronger support, networking events and 

professional development opportunities to its 59 paid members.  The funding would 

contribute to the operations of the not-for-profit business group by employing and 

Executive Officer to drive those activities.

Support for BMA is consistent with Council's objective to support 

business growth and local employment however it is suggested that 

further work is needed to establish what role BMA can best play in the 

business community before Council funding is considered. It is 

anticipated that this will be the subject of a paper for Council's 

consideration in 2017/18. No budget change recommended.
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36 The Village Festival

Concerned about the lack of arts and culture in the draft Council Plan and Budget.  If 

the Council decides not to support the Victorian Village Festival in Winter in the future 

we will be looking at other shires within Victoria to host our event.  The Village team 

have created four very successful community events that attract thousands of people 

who, when visiting, spend their money in our shire.  It would be a very unwise decision 

to cut back the arts funding and risk the decrease of the artistic and creative activity in 

the shire.  There has been no resources allocated within the budget to help capitalise 

on the opportunities that may arise from the Regional Centre of Culture in 2018.

The perceived reduction in funding allocated to cultural development in 

the proposed budget is due to a change in how and where we report on 

management and administrative resources in our new organisational 

structure.  Dedicated funding specific to the arts has increased by about 

$5,000 in the 2017/2018 Proposed Budget. Planned activities include 

support and coordination of the 2018 Regional Centre for Culture and 

Artlands Conference, planning and implementation of the Phee 

Broadway Theatre Program, managing funding agreements with key 

cultural institutions and supporting local artists. No budget change 

recommended.

37
Mount Alexander Shire Disability 

Advocacy Group - (MASDAG)

Believes that the staffing levels and budget appear to be frozen over the next four 

years and so strongly urge Council to make a commitment to funding an ongoing two-

day week minimum disability officer position in Council. The group consider this the 

highest priority as the flow-on from the work of this position benefits everyone.

A Rural Access Officer is employed by Council 2 days/week, funded 

solely by the Building Inclusive Communities program. This funding is 

tied to the NDIS roll-out ILC funding for the next 2 years (not all program 

requirements are Council centric), and there is no guarantee it will be 

ongoing. This will be a matter requiring Council's further consideration in 

years to come but no budget change is currently recommended.

38 Cassi Cox

Concerned around the lack of arts and culture included in the draft Council Plan and 

Budget.  In the ‘2017-2018 Proposed Budget Summary’ Council lists a number of 

service areas with the corresponding net cost per $100 rates and charges for these 

service delivery areas. I am disappointed to see that Arts and Culture accounts for a 

mere $1.53/%100 and is the lowest service delivery area. 

The perceived reduction in funding allocated to cultural development in 

the proposed budget is due to a change in how and where we report on 

management and administrative resources in our new organisational 

structure.  Dedicated funding specific to the arts has increased by about 

$5,000 in the 2017/2018 Proposed Budget. Planned activities include 

support and coordination of the 2018 Regional Centre for Culture and 

Artlands Conference, planning and implementation of the Phee 

Broadway Theatre Program, managing funding agreements with key 

cultural institutions and supporting local artists. No budget change 

recommended.

39 James Millwood

When the purchase of the Wheel & Loom (W&L) building was announced, the primary 

justification then stated was that it would allow demolition of the civic building and 

consequent enhancement of the central park. I still believe that original plan warrants 

first priority use of any funds re-directed from the W&L development. It is my view that 

VIC planning should revert to the original High Street site, and identify costs for a basic 

fit-out of the annex to re-establish the Maldon VIC as soon as possible.

NB. Addendum later provided noting toilet block and annexe was incorrectly referred to 

as Main Street, rather than High Street.

Council's decision to reallocate the funds previously allocated to the 

Wheel and Loom VIC project means that this suggestion is unable to be 

contemplated at this time without further funding. It is recommended that 

this suggestion be considered as part of a future discussion regarding 

the potential relocation of the VIC in Maldon that occurs following 

development of the Maldon streetscape project. No further budget 

change recommended.

40 The Hub Foundation

Believes one of the most amazing groups around Castlemaine is The Growing 

Abundance Project. This group actually provides healthy food for several school 

canteens in the shire including the secondary college, and works against waste, 

harvests fruit for people and runs a wonderful café, all not for profit.  Sadly, though it is 

impossible to fully cover costs, so the group is constantly scrounging for funds for this 

and other socially-useful activities. It is crying out for assistance from local 

government. 

Council has provided financial support to Growing Abundance through 

the Community Grants Program. Growing Abundance is also one of the 

preferred catering suppliers used by Council. Accordingly, it is suggested 

that Council is currently offering an appropriate level of support. No 

budget change recommended.

41 Robyn Walton

Concerned around the lack of arts and culture included in the draft Council Plan and 

Budget.  In the ‘2017-2018 Proposed Budget Summary’ Council lists a number of 

service areas with the corresponding net cost per $100 rates and charges for these 

service delivery areas. I am disappointed to see that Arts and Culture accounts for a 

mere $1.53/%100 and is the lowest service delivery area. 

The perceived reduction in funding allocated to cultural development in 

the proposed budget is due to a change in how and where we report on 

management and administrative resources in our new organisational 

structure.  Dedicated funding specific to the arts has increased by about 

$5,000 in the 2017/2018 Proposed Budget. Planned activities include 

support and coordination of the 2018 Regional Centre for Culture and 

Artlands Conference, planning and implementation of the Phee 

Broadway Theatre Program, managing funding agreements with key 

cultural institutions and supporting local artists. No budget change 

recommended.

42 Tegan Lang

Concerned around the lack of arts and culture included in the draft Council Plan and 

Budget.  In the ‘2017-2018 Proposed Budget Summary’ Council lists a number of 

service areas with the corresponding net cost per $100 rates and charges for these 

service delivery areas. I am disappointed to see that Arts and Culture accounts for a 

mere $1.53/%100 and is the lowest service delivery area. 

The perceived reduction in funding allocated to cultural development in 

the proposed budget is due to a change in how and where we report on 

management and administrative resources in our new organisational 

structure.  Dedicated funding specific to the arts has increased by about 

$5,000 in the 2017/2018 Proposed Budget. Planned activities include 

support and coordination of the 2018 Regional Centre for Culture and 

Artlands Conference, planning and implementation of the Phee 

Broadway Theatre Program, managing funding agreements with key 

cultural institutions and supporting local artists. No budget change 

recommended.
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43 Cyclesafe Mount Alexander

We fully support the spending of $330,000 on restoring the long term viability of the 

Forest Creek and Campbells Creek shared paths.  Consolidating these paths will 

enhance the long term goals to provide healthy enjoyable recreation and more 

sustainable travel options for our community.  Improved shared path quality will 

provide better incentive for the community to use these paths, and this can be further 

strengthened by the future spending on linking the network of paths together to 

increase ease of access.  

Support for the walking and cycling trails is noted. Council staff are 

already meeting with Cyclesafe Mount Alexander to progress shared 

objectives. No budget change recommended.

44 Ben Laycock

I am writing to express my disappointment and concern about the lack of clarity and 

inclusion of the creative and arts sectors in the draft Council Plan and Council Budget.  

I urge you to reconsider the glaring lack of commitment to the arts and culture or 

creative sectors within the current draft budget and plan. 

The perceived reduction in funding allocated to cultural development in 

the proposed budget is due to a change in how and where we report on 

management and administrative resources in our new organisational 

structure.  Dedicated funding specific to the arts has increased by about 

$5,000 in the 2017/2018 Proposed Budget. Planned activities include 

support and coordination of the 2018 Regional Centre for Culture and 

Artlands Conference, planning and implementation of the Phee 

Broadway Theatre Program, managing funding agreements with key 

cultural institutions and supporting local artists. No budget change 

recommended.



SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED TO THE DRAFT COUNCIL PLAN 2017-2021 
No. Name Summary Comment

1 Ellen Madigan - 

AUSPICED BY: MOUNT 

ALEXANDER 

SUSTAINABILITY GROUP

Provided a detailed report on "Local food for local people" - recommends that council:

- develop a food policy and implementation strategy

- align a food policy strategy with other strategies

- create structures to support a food policy

- create a percentage commitment to council's procurement policy

- employ a food policy worker

- develop a regional council food alliance between Hepburn, Macedon Ranges and Bendigo

- create a farming advisory group

- map the shire's food production and create a publicly available database of food producers

- promote a locally produced brand for local food

- undertake a financial assessment of food production value to the local economy.

Council's support for farming and the primary sector is currently acknowledged in the draft 

Council Plan. The need for Council to have a food policy requires further consideration. If needed 

this could be included in an annual action plan. 

2 Mount Alexander Shire 

Disability Advocacy Group - 

(MASDAG)

Please consider:

1. A heated pool in Castlemaine with independent access in and out of the pool

2. Providing infrastructure  and services that are accessible to people with disabilities

3. Permanent employment of a Disability Officer

4. Keep the Disability Action Plan separate

5. The Walking & Cycling Strategy does not adequately address access and barriers to access

6. The shire website should be included in all access discussions and tested for navigability by

those with low vision

7. Professional development and induction processes should include awareness training for all

council staff and councillors

8. Awareness around access barriers and issues will also influence budgets and works schedule

prioritising.

1. Council endorsed a recommendation in November 2015 to develop an indoor leisure centre

with a 25 meter pool on the existing Castlemaine Pool site. Officers are currently undertaking 

planning regarding the design and financial requirements in order to progress this facility 

development including a detailed review of the business model. The benefits of an indoor aquatic 

facility are acknowledged and access requirements will be considered in the design of the facility 

once the business model is accepted by Council.

2. Wording in the Council plan updated to read: ‘5% of our population require assistance with

personal activities of daily living, while nearly 40% of our population will have a disability 

(temporary or permanent) at some point in their lives.'

3. A Rural Access Officer is employed by Council 2 days/week, funded solely by the Building

Inclusive Communities program. This funding is tied to the NDIS roll-out ILC funding for the next 

2 years, and there is no guarantee it will be ongoing

4. Integration of the DAP into the Council Plan was made with the intention of keeping it a high

priority and ensuring it is fully integrated with Council's other priorities. A stand alone document is 

not a legislative obligation and it is recommended that an integrated document (with potentially a 

supporting action plan) will enable better results to be achieved. 

5. The walking and cycling strategy has allowed Council to establish high priority routes for

construction to connect the community. This will improve access for all abilities in areas where 

infrastructure does not currently exist. It is acknowledged though that within the existing network 

there is infrastructure that does not meet the needs of many people in the community including 

those with disabilities. In the 2017/18 budget Council has allocated considerable funds to improve 

the standard of existing path infrastructure and is pursuing more funds through VicRoads and the 

Federal Government to do more.

6. This issue is currently being investigated by the Rural Access Officer and our Communications

team

7 and 8. Awareness training will be considered for inclusion in the corporate training calendar

3 Sarah Day - ELM Network ELM Network Community Feedback Response - Suicide is an issue of concern in the Mount 

Alexander shire and it requires a pro-active whole of community response.

Council could strengthen its commitment to suicide prevention by expanding its commitment to 

review and respond to Australia's National Suicide Prevention Plan to also include "and work with 

community groups and local organisations to address suicide in the shire".  A possible measure of 

success that is directly related to suicide prevention could be "increase in the number of public 

suicide prevention campaigns"  and this could be included in the Council Plan.

Council will continue to support the aims of the ELM Network through the role of local 

government in health promotion - specifically through its current commitment to improved mental 

health, one of the main contributors to suicide. Council will also continue to provide in-kind 

support to local service providers and organisations that address suicide however will not actively 

take a lead in campaigning or addressing suicide specifically as this aligns with health provider 

roles and not that of Council. The ELM Network has received financial support from Council this 

financial year through the Community Grants Program. Council will also continue to work in 

partnership with local service providers and organisations to improve the mental health of the 

community. No change to Council Plan recommended.

4 Marjorie Smidt General comments after survey closed: no mention of what Council plans to do to protect our 

heritage.  Time and money need to be put into revising and enforcing planning controls in heritage 

areas.

We will protect our built heritage by: reviewing what is protected by a heritage overlay with a 

specific view of increasing the extent of heritage protection in areas that have none; and prepare 

planning policy to ensure high quality building design where new additions and buildings are 

proposed both in and of heritage areas. We also wish to update the Maldon Design Guidelines to 

ensure that new development in and around Maldon protects the heritage buildings and character 

of Maldon.

Council enforces the planning scheme and specifically heritage protections in its day to day 

operations. No change to Council Plan recommended however an action in the annual plan may 

be worth including re updating the planning scheme and the Maldon design guidelines.

5 Philip Ryan - Victorian 

Goldfields Railway

Support council's aims in building a strong economy and fostering a culture of volunteering and 

community groups.  Advocates for Council to play  greater role in launching a Traders Association 

or Chamber of Commerce as they believe a forum for businesses to work together would deliver 

benefits to traders, residents and would strengthen employment opportunities.

Council has supported the establishment and operation of Business Mount Alexander and, along 

with Maldon Inc., views these 2 organisations as the focus for business collaboration and 

networking. No change to Council Plan recommended.
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6 Trace Balla 1.  Situate bike lanes away from cars from the Railway Station, around town and to the linking trails 

around the area

2.  Make the area a bike safe area in order to attract tourism

3.  Link with Vline who could have extra carriages to bring cyclists from the city

4.  Also, electric car and bike stations would be a step towards a more sustainable and healthy 

future.

1.  Council is currently looking into a precinct plan around the railway station and the connection 

with various parts of the town including the CBD, The Mill and existing trails. Once we have a 

clearer picture of the access routes we will be able to work on the physical infrastructure

2.  Council is working on extending and maintaining its trail network and improving bike safety 

where possible, although given the layout of many of our streets, separate bike lanes are not a 

feasible option

3.  Council and Bendigo Regional Tourism (of which Council is a member) advocates whenever 

possible to V/Line about improving services to cyclists

4.  These are a good idea with perhaps the first entry being a bike and wheelchair/electric 

mobility charging station somewhere central like in the carpark at the rear of the market building. 

This has been implemented by other Council's e.g. Wyndham CC. No change to the Council Plan 

is proposed however these suggestions could be considered in the annual action plan.

7 Helen Kaptein The Plan would be strengthened through a stronger articulation of the value of the arts and culture 

in this region; encompassing artists who choose to live here along with the arts' contribution to the 

economy, community well-being and tourism. For such a strong artistic community, it seems 

important to have clear goals related to this area. I would be happy to provide further ideas. 

Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy’ section of the adopted Plan..

8 Maria Derrett 1.  Requests more transport for Guildford to Castlemaine and return

2.  The kitchen in the Guildford Public Hall needs to be renovated to a commercial standard.

1. Addressed in the draft Council Plan under: Our Place - Advocate for improved public and 

community transport services (Pg. 18)

2. Council has completed over $70,000 worth of renovations at the Guildford hall this year, as a 

part of property renewal works. The kitchen is old and to improve the kitchen major capital  funds 

would be required. It could potentially be considered for the 2018-2019 budget. No change to the 

Council Plan recommended.

9 Atticus Hill Taradale needs a Post Office.

Would like to be contacted by a staff member to discuss this matter.

Council has been involved in a liaison role over recent years with the different business models 

used to ensure a postal service for Taradale. The provision of these services is a commercial 

operation however, which would not be seen as a core role of Council. Council would continue to 

play an advocacy role if required. No change to Council Plan recommended.

10 Rob Law 1.  Mount Alexander needs a neighbourhood character strategy to develop a shared common 

vision for the type of housing that will protect the unique values of the area. 

2.  Innovative living needs to give greater consideration to facilitating second dwellings on small 

lots for mixed generational living.

3.  Council should develop a strong and ambitious emissions reduction target and a renewable 

energy target, as well as offering rates based financing for solar PV systems for low income 

households.  Council should also support community energy groups in the area with access to 

unused land.

4.  Council should demonstrate leadership of WSUD (?) designs around Council owned buildings 

as well as consider how the planning scheme should consider climate change adaptation to 

ensure new developments do not exacerbate climate change impacts.

1.  Council's Plan identifies the need to prepare planning policy to ensure high quality building 

design. This will ensure new development responds well to the character of an area. A specific 

neighbourhood character study would not necessarily guide new development styles.

2.  Council's plan seeks to encourage and support innovative housing solutions that meet the 

needs of our community. This will include implementing any relevant findings of the Australian 

Research Council Linkage Project – which investigates the role of Local Government in housing 

Australians in the 21st Century.

3.  Council's Climate Change Action Plan 2016-2020 outlines an intent for Council to be carbon 

neutral by 2025. To work towards this goal the plan includes a commitment to transition to 

renewable electricity for Council’s electricity requirement, beginning with 10% GreenPower in 

2017. Council is also going to continue to install appropriate renewable energy capacity on 

Council buildings and optimise the use of energy generated with a goal of 100kW of capacity 

installed by 2018. 

4.  Water Sensitive Urban Design - council will advocate for improved urban water sensitive 

designs to reduce environmental impacts. This can be on both council projects as well as private 

projects. No change to Council Plan recommended.

11 Louise Griffin Supports an off-lead dog park as well as ongoing funding of both the walking trails at Campbells 

Creek and Forest Creek.

At the March council meeting, the following resolutions were made in relation to a petition for an 

off lead dog park:

1.Determine not to proceed at this stage with the establishment of a single purpose built off-lead 

dog park, pending the identification of a suitable site in the future;

2. Provide additional dog bag facilities and signs to enable dog walking in a number of locations 

across the municipality

Officers continue to look for a suitable site. No change to the Council Plan recommended.

Support for the trail network is noted.

12 Trace Balla Pedestrian safety - it is very dangerous to cross the street in Wesley Hill and often takes 5 minutes 

to cross the highway due to the amount of traffic (top of Taylor St near Duke St).  Requests 

pedestrian safety islands at this site as well as the lower end of McGrath St near the netball courts  

as well as the Wesley Hill Market. 

This request sounds logical however Duke Street is a VicRoads managed road therefore a 

pedestrian crossing will require their approval. There are several issues when crossing Duke 

Street, although there is minimal history of complaints. The crossing point for the Wesley Hill 

market should be dealt with by the market committee, as it is not operated by Council, however 

Infrastructure is currently assisting them with advice on traffic studies. It would be beneficial for a 

review of crossing points / pedestrian movements to be considered in the future as apart of the 

redevelopment of the Wesley Hill market site.

13 Jan Nathan Disappointed that a dog park is not included in the Plan or Budget. At the March council meeting, the following resolutions were made in relation to a petition for an 

off lead dog park:

1.Determine not to proceed at this stage with the establishment of a single purpose built off-lead 

dog park, pending the identification of a suitable site in the future;

2. Provide additional dog bag facilities and signs to enable dog walking in a number of locations 

across the municipality

Officers continue to look for a suitable site. No change to Council Plan recommended.
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14 Michael Graeve Supports implementation of an Urban Waterways Management Plan and trail rehabilitation and 

flood resilience works, as well as planned support for community partnerships and volunteers.

Believes the Campbells Creek trail is in such a dismal state that it can only be ridden with a full 

suspension mountain bike.  Believes trails for walking and riding could provide fantastic 

experiences and we need to look at places like Bright and Myrtleford that provide quality trails.

Support for implementation of the Urban Waterways Management Plan and walking and cycling 

trails is noted. No change to Council Plan recommended.

15 Anitra Nelson The Plan must include reference to, and support for, the arts which are a vital aspect of our local 

businesses, character and identity.

Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy’ section of the adopted Plan..

16 Kavisha Mazzella Please support the arts in the Council Plan as it is currently missing. The arts contribute to our 

economy and ought to be supported and nurtured as it makes for great social capital, mental 

health and community spirit.  

Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy’ section of the adopted Plan..

17 Libby Angel No mention of the arts in the Council Plan.  What does Council intend to do for our museums, 

galleries, library, festivals, the circus, theatre and many other cultural bodies and sites that are the 

lifeblood of this town?  When people come to visit our town it is not to admire the signage, roads 

and the roundabouts.

Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy’ section of the adopted Plan..

18 Bridget Haylock Dismayed to see the Council Plan contains only a few vague references to the arts so would like to 

know:

- how council plans to support local arts businesses and practices across the shire

- how the council plans to address ongoing problems associated with the Phee Broadway Theatre 

(specifically the upgrading of facilities and supporting access to the venue for arts and community 

groups)

- how the council plans to support other key facilities such as the Castlemaine Art Gallery.

Also requests access to the original documentation generated from the initial consultation process 

for the Council Plan 2017-2021 as Bridget feels certain that the arts was a high priority for the 

community.

Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy’ section of the adopted Plan..

19 Kareen Anchen Fountain Street Maldon needs serious attention in terms of parking signage for able and disabled 

persons; the street is dilapidated.  The road is in need of repair work in the edges and the street 

gutters are blocking up due to plant growth and rocks.

Fountain Street is a sealed road with sealed parking provided for the first 100m to the retirement 

village access point. Beyond this, the road is a 4-5m wide sealed road with gravel parking and 

shoulders. The current overall condition of the road at Fountain Street is not at intervention level 

and is considered fit for purpose, therefore road rehabilitation is deemed not to be a current 

priority. Historically, there have been issues raised via customer requests relating to parking and 

drainage. This email/submission will be lodged as a customer request in MERIT for the issues 

raised relating to parking signage, gutter clearing and road edges and shoulders, and the 

originator will be contacted in due course for further information if required. No change to Council 

Plan recommended.

20 Kate Stones Dismayed to see the Council Plan contained no references to the arts and would like to know:

- how council plans to support local arts businesses and practices across the shire

- how the council plans to address ongoing problems associated with the Phee Broadway Theatre 

(specifically the upgrading of facilities and supporting access to the venue for arts and community 

groups)

- how the council plans to support other key facilities such as the Castlemaine Art Gallery.

Also requests access to the original documentation generated from the initial consultation process 

for the Council Plan 2017-2021 as Bridget feels certain that the arts was a high priority for the 

community.

Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy’ section of the adopted Plan..

21 Martine Murray Disappointed and shocked that the Council Plan contained no reference to the arts and a legible 

portion of our rates goes towards supporting the arts.  How does council plan to support local arts 

businesses and practices across the shire given that council acknowledges the fundamental role 

art contributes to the local economy and cultural identity.  Why are our museums, theatre, library, 

festivals, schools and choirs less important than the roads which service our shire?

Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy’ section of the adopted Plan..

22 Howard Hannah Disturbed by lack of reference to arts in the Council Plan as the shire is a well known centre for the 

creative arts.  Arts plays a major role in the social, cultural and economic wellbeing of the people of 

the shire.  It is vital that council support the arts in the community and that the arts be recognised 

and included in any council plans.

Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy’ section of the adopted Plan..

23 Christine Hooper Disturbed by the lack of reference to the arts in the Council Plan.  Arts plays a major role in the 

social, cultural and economic wellbeing of the people of the shire and it is important that council 

supports the arts.

Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy’ section of the adopted Plan..

24 Bradley Dawson Disturbed by the lack of reference to the arts in the Council Plan.  Arts plays a major role in the 

social, cultural and economic wellbeing of the people of the shire and it is important that council 

supports the arts.

Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy’ section of the adopted Plan..
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25 Hayley West Can find no reference in the plan as to how council will support those doing artistic and cultural 

activity in the shire.  The plan acknowledges that artistic and cultural activity is important but it 

does not define how council will help make it sustainable for artists, arts educators and arts 

workers in the shire.  There is no evidence or progressive ideas for any future sustainability or 

support for those in the cultural and artistic worlds.  The council needs to think beyond the benefits 

of the State Festival to thinking about day-to-day actions that will benefit the arts.

Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy’ section of the adopted Plan..

26 Tracey Naughtan Wishes to see the Chewton Community Centre be made suitable as a multi purpose hall with a 

lighting bar that would make it possible to use it as a theatre space. It should not be managed by 

Council or OH&S rules like the Phee Broadway Theatre.  The Phee Broadway Theatre is too 

expensive and the shows performing at the Phee are not as high quality as the local theatre 

productions.

Mount Alexander Shire Council introduced the need to use a qualified technician at the Phee 

Broadway Theatre to meet safety standards for professional performing arts venues. The change 

was introduced following the introduction of new safe work practices to protect patron and user 

safety at the theatre. The cost of the service is charged to the user rather than allocating to the 

community. Council subsidises the community rate for use of the theatre and hire rates are 

consistent with similar venues in regional areas. Proposal to re-purpose Chewton Centre is not 

something that need be considered in the Council Plan however the review of Phee Broadway 

Theatre's operating model (recently commenced) may address this concern. No change to 

Council Plan recommended.

27 John Sanderson Despite the detailed consultation the arts aspects of our community is not mentioned the draft 

Plan.  Does Council have no strategy for the arts in our community

Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy’ section of the adopted Plan..

28 Tim Hurley We need better bike paths and urban design for everybody. The need for this infrastructure is acknowledged in the Council Plan and Council seeks to 

improve access to a range of convenient, safe, accessible and sustainable travel choices and this 

strategy includes cycling and walking. Significant funding has been allocated in the draft 2017/18 

budget for this purpose and external funding is also being sought.

No change to Council Plan recommended.

29 Greg Pritchard The Council Plan barely acknowledges the importance of artistic culture to the area.  Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy’ section of the adopted Plan..

30 Phil & Debbie Hall Disturbed by the lack of any reference to the arts.  The arts plays a major role in the social, 

cultural, and economic wellbeing of the people of the shire.  Wishes that council include planning 

for the support and development of arts in the Council Plan.

Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy’ section of the adopted Plan..

31 Deanne Greenwood Supports urban waterways management plan, trail rehabilitation and flood resilience works, 

increased focus on footpath maintenance and support for community partnerships/volunteers.

Appreciation acknowledged. No change to Council Plan recommended.

32 Lisa D'Onofrio Is there going to be a new Arts Strategy and, if so, why wasn't this mentioned in the Council Plan.

How is the council going to support local arts businesses, practices and groups across the shire?

How does the Council plan to support important cultural institutions and organisations?

How is council going to address the ongoing issues associated with the Phee Broadway Theatre?

Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy’ section of the adopted Plan..

33 Solway Nutting 1. Would like to see a Refugee Welcome Zone Action Plan which would meet the objectives of:

- establish and increase local activities for acceptance of Culturally and Linguistically Diverse 

community members

- celebrate and acknowledge our diverse community

- build on the relationship with community groups such as Rural Australians for Refugees and 

Grandmothers Against Detention of Refugee Children

2. Would like to see a Refugee Community Picnic as a regular event.  Such events also contribute 

to Council's strategic objective of socially connected, safe and inclusive communities.

3. Appreciates the support and recognition in place for the indigenous members of the community.

1. Council officers will continue to work in partnership with the local Rural Australians for 

Refugees group, the Loddon Campaspe Multicultural Services Centre, local service providers 

and the local community to develop the actions of the Refugee Welcome Zone Action Plan.         

2. The commitment to a regular Refugee Community Picnic could potentially be included as an 

action in the Refugee Welcome Zone Action Plan if supported by those developing the action 

plan. Council has previously provided financial support to the picnic through its Community 

Grants Program.                                                                                                                     3. 

Appreciation acknowledged. No change to Council Plan recommended.

34 Sam Beckett Disturbed by the lack of any reference to the arts.  The arts plays a major role in the social, 

cultural, and economic wellbeing of the people of the shire.  Wishes that council include planning 

for the support and development of arts in the Council Plan.

Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy’ section of the adopted Plan..

35 Castlemaine Health Commends council for being committed to advocate for this important facility for the health and 

well-being of people in our shire.

Appreciation acknowledged. No change to Council Plan recommended.

36 Melissa Martin Questions why council is silent on the arts in the Council Plan. I would like to see a full and 

thorough public investigation into the Council’s board members’ interests as they do not seem to 

represent a concern with community wellbeing.  I believe this contradictory to its mandate to 

maintain community health and wealth.

Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy’ section of the adopted Plan..

Summary - Submissions to Council Plan 2017-2021 Page 4 of 15



SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED TO THE DRAFT COUNCIL PLAN 2017-2021 
No. Name Summary Comment

37 Mount Alexander Greens This submission was made in early March and so did not address the new structure of the Council 

Plan.  However, a very detailed document was provided that lists the challenges, opportunities and 

priorities in relation to the 5 environments; built, natural, social. economic and cultural.

Noted. No change to Council Plan recommended.

38 Pat & Tony Millar Requests that planning for the support and development of the arts be included in the Council 

Plan.

Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy’ section of the adopted Plan..

39 Leonie Van Eyk Disappointed and concern about the lack of clarity and inclusion of the creative and arts sectors in 

the Council Plan.  Given that the Draft Council Plan is so unclear in its support for the arts and the 

broader creative sector I have concern about the future funding and support of the following: 

• Arts based events 

• Arts based participation projects funded through community grants and often used to leverage 

additional state and federal funding 

• Key creative organisations that may receive direct funding 

• Support programs and partnership initiatives with creative organisations 

• Ongoing operational and management issues with the Phee Broadway Theatre

• Public art projects

• Infrastructure programs for cultural facilities 

Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy’ section of the adopted Plan..

40 Mark Penzak - In having no art policy, the Council entirely misses the economic value of the arts yet alone its 

civic value. 

- The Phee Broadway is a theatre created by rate payers that rate payers can no longer afford to 

use.  By insisting that a technician be present constantly, the council created a ‘fix’ for a problem 

that never existed.  

Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy’ section of the adopted Plan..

41 Suzanne Donisthorpe Concerned over the Council's Draft Plan's seeming lack of focus on the arts. Given the major part 

the arts play in creating the vibrant and growing Castlemaine we know and love, I am most 

concerned that there seems to be little or no specific focus on what the council plans to do for the 

arts community over the next four years.  I know a number of people have raised concerns over 

the Phee Broadway Theatre that I believe has been too expensive for any community group to use 

for over 2 years. This is a major concern that I think needs urgent attention as it seems ridiculous 

that community groups are forced to find out of town venues for local productions when there is a 

council owned and operated theatre sitting empty for most of the year. It would also seem an 

indictment of the way the theatre is run presently if a locally owned bespoke theatre is rarely used 

by the locals. 

Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy’ section of the adopted Plan..

42 Fred Schultz I suggest that Tiny Houses On Wheels (THOW) are an innovative housing solution to people in our 

community and that the local laws that currently limit Tiny House occupancy should be changed to 

allow for full time living. 

The main barrier to people living in a THOW in our shire is that they are classified as a caravan* in 

local laws and are thereby limited to 6 weeks per year of legal occupancy.  If this local law were 

changed to classify THOW as a distinct type of caravan suitable for full time living, this would open 

an avenue for THOW to help address housing affordability in an innovative manner that would be a 

model for other communities.

I propose that a change to this local law, making a new classification for a THOW and allowing for 

the habituation of a THOW full-time would encourage and support an innovative and sustainable 

housing solution that meets the needs of our community.

Tiny Houses on wheels are caravans. Council’s local laws restrict people living in them for 

extended periods of time without a permit.  Tiny Houses are also a house, and could always seek 

planning and building approval to locate on the site for an extended period (although this may not 

always be granted).  

The local laws are due for renewal in 2020 and extensive community consultation will be held as 

part of that process.  The Tiny House movement, like any disruptive change, requires a careful 

response; possibly one coordinated across the state.

In circumstances where a THOW is proposed to be located on land already occupied by a 

dwelling, it may be classified as a Dependent Persons Unit, which is defined as a movable 

building on the same lot as an existing dwelling and used to provide accommodation for a person 

dependent on a resident of the existing dwelling. A planning permit may still be required in certain 

circumstances. No change to Council Plan recommended.

43 Andrew Thomas 1 - All town entries need a large plaque in cut out steel, perhaps a cut out of a gold digger...... like 

most towns have in South Australia, much smaller than our town, but they have an impressive 

entry, that lights up also

2 -  Council needs to be more active supporting local businesses rather than just the few they do 

support, financially. There is a good mix of local business in town that needs Council to support by 

way of purchasing more from the locals

3 - Being an avid walker into and around town, I constantly see areas where improvements can be 

made for the safety of all users.  I see this area as once identified should be fixed immediately to 

alleviate any potential action that may be required if an issue arose

4 - Having just been to the Eaglehawk Recovery Centre to drop off computer monitors, keyboards, 

cables, VT, old stereo units, all at no charge, this is an area that needs to be addressed here at 

our local tip.  Why are we being charged for these recyclable items as well as green waste?

1. The entrances to all townships are maintained mainly through mowing however an initiative to 

improve streetscapes during the next four years of the Council Plan has been included. This 

suggestion could be considered in future budget processes as a response to that initiative.

 2. Council's Procurement Policy supports the use of local businesses for Council purchasing and 

Council is a key sponsor and partner of the annual Buy Local Program run by Elliott Midland 

Newspapers

3. Council is currently completing a condition assessment of the footpath and trail network across 

the Shire. This will provide Council with accurate and up-to-date information to ascertain locations 

which require maintenance and to also support future budget allocations for maintenance, 

renewal and new paths

4. Both green and e-waste charges are currently being reviewed. No change to the Council Plan 

recommended.

44 Crispin Smythe I am writing to express my disappointment and concern about the lack of clarity and inclusion of 

the creative and arts sectors in the draft Council Plan and Council Budget. 

Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy’ section of the adopted Plan..
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45 Bill Burris Many people are still unconcerned when it comes to sorting their own recyclables so maybe it is 

needed that compulsory directions are enforced. Also, very little effort is made at sporting events - 

everything virtually goes to landfill. The responsibility rests on the clubs / venues or for events like 

the Antique Fair, the Show, etc.

This submission speaks to plastic waste and questions if it is possible to do more compliance on 

contamination of kerbside bins with recycling. Stickers for bins are being developed and will be 

implemented, with compliance bin inspections conducted with educational material provided to 

people with high levels of contamination.

The submission is the second to mention sport, markets and events. Council could develop a 

policy addressing this issue. For example, in April 2016 Surf Coast Shire implemented a policy to 

reduce or eliminate single use plastic which applies to all civic, sporting and recreational events 

and markets conducted on land, in buildings or on roads managed by the Shire. The policy 

covers plastic purchasing, packaging, waste and recycling collection systems and clean-up 

practices. No change to the Council Plan recommended.

46 Rosemary Turner 1. Council could provide increased benefit for residents by aligning services better.  Community 

funded recreation facilities should be available to a range of users in addition to those sporting 

groups they are currently used by

2. Families with young children would benefit if there were additional play places for them. I 

suggest Council work with the State Primary Schools to arrange for access to their playgrounds 

after school, at weekends and during school holiday times

3. The Draft Plan does not mention a need to support pre-school children and their parents outside 

the remit of Maternal and Child Health services. Drop-in Childcare is essential for single parents or 

those with specialised needs

4. The Barker St footpath is too narrow, on both sides of the street and is difficult to cross except 

from Templeton St south to Forest St.  I think a safer crossing place, like an island, is urgently 

needed at Parker Street, and possibly other places as well.

5. Barker, Forest and Hargreaves Sts are all bereft of street seating.  Seating is essential if you are 

elderly and waiting for a bus 

6. Castlemaine Secondary College - it is up to us as residents and the Councillors who represent 

us to advocate for proper funding, restoration and improvements for the school and its sad playing 

fields

7.The railway crossing, near the  Froomes Road and Downes St intersection, is unprotected and it 

is dangerous for the pedestrians, especially the school students, using it.  

1. The majority of Council's outdoor facilities are open and accessible to the community at all 

times enabling ready access by all to these facilities. Regular user agreements are in place for 

many sporting groups to use recreation reserves and facilities, however Council also promotes 

casual use which can be arranged via booking with Council or Council appointed community 

Committees of Management. 

2. The shire has 25 public play spaces, 5 of which are located centrally in Castlemaine (Botanical 

Gardens, Norwood Hill, Victory Park, Morrissey Reserve and Parkview Close Reserve). School 

playgrounds are open to the community outside of school hours enabling casual use for the 

public.

3. Early years is currently being addressed through Councils involvement in the Loddon Children 

and Youth Area Partnerships and Mount Alexander Community Children's Network. Council 

officers are also working with local service providers to continue to address the emerging needs 

of the local community.

4. Barker Street is the under care and control of VicRoads and therefore any changes to the 

footpath requires their approval. The current footpath is adequate and any upgrades would be 

very difficult due to the location of trees and other structures. Council has applied for funding to 

complete the Hargraves Street footpath to the north of Castlemaine, and also on Myring St to the 

Secondary College. Council is also lobbing VicRoads to install crossing points across Barker 

Street at both Parker and Myring Streets.

5. Street seating design in the central business areas of Castlemaine and Maldon will be 

considered in the current streetscape design project.

6. Council has included advocacy for completion of the CSC in the Council Plan.

7. The request for an automated gate upgrade to the pedestrian rail crossing near the Froomes 

Road and Downes Street, Castlemaine intersection is noted. This request will be forwarded to 

VicTrack for consideration. No change to Council Plan recommended.

47 Clayton Tremlett Given that the Draft Council Plan does not include any support or advocacy actions for the arts or 

the broader creative sector I have concern about the future funding and support of the following: 

• Arts based events 

• Key creative organisations that may receive direct funding 

• Support programs and partnership initiatives with creative organisations 

• Public art projects

• Infrastructure programs for cultural facilities 

• Advocacy for artists and arts organisations

• An investment into supporting and growing our creative industries 

• Arts based participation projects funded through community grants and often used to leverage 

additional state and federal funding 

Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy’ section of the adopted Plan..

48 Hub Foundation Provided a detailed submission with a focus on "A plastic bag-free Castlemaine" and suggested 

actions that would help achieve this objective.

This submission speaks to the movement away from single use plastic products including plastic 

bags, coffee cups, water bottles and take away containers. This initiative is included in the 

Council Plan.

49 John Willis The draft plan does not address the importance that arts plays in the life of our community.  

Requests that Council reconsider how the arts are acknowledged and referenced in the Plan and 

to specifically place the arts within the strategies that are to bring about an "innovative, created 

and connected community".

Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy’ section of the adopted Plan..

50 Frances Gall It would seem that thankfully Council recognizes that creativity, cultural life, and the arts all bring 

visitors and new residents to our community. So there is a huge economic benefit to the area from 

this, as well as an artistic and community benefit.  Requests hiring of an arts officer.

Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy’ section of the adopted Plan..

51 Catherine Ryan The shire sets its vision to be  a "creative, innovative and engaged" community, both as a 

recognition of who we are, and as a continuing aspiration for the future.  I believe this is a fine, 

admirable vision, and one that reflects the findings of the 2007 MAP 2020 process.  However, my 

reading of the Plan places this creativity and innovation squarely in an economic context, rather 

than a cultural one.  While I applaud the Plan's ongoing support of North Central Goldfields Library, 

and the noted valuing of accessible education for all, I am concerned that the creativity and 

innovation you seek in economic terms will not be achievable or sustainable without it being 

nurtured and adequately supported at its cultural roots: creative, cultural and artistic experiences 

and practice are crucial in learning to think and act creatively in any realm.  I do not think it is 

enough for the shire to simply rely on the fact that creative thinkers and doers live here, to claim 

creativity and innovation as our Vision. Strategies and actions are required.  

Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy’ section of the adopted Plan..
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52 Castlemaine State Festival Provided a detailed submission.  CSF commends MASC for the recognition in the Council Plan of 

the worth and contribution creative industries, arts and culture play in the life of the shire, from a 

number of perspectives; employment, economic activity, health and well-being and a sense of 

community and belonging. CSF supports the 3rd pillar in the Council Plan - “A Creative and 

Innovative Economy”. However we respectfully suggest that when it comes to translating this, and 

the “what we heard” and “what we will do” from the community consultation, into clear and specific 

strategies and plans, there is a disconnect. The recognition of creative industries and support for 

their continued growth is lacking.

CSF recommends that council adopt the Castlemaine Cultural Precinct Plan in principle; indicate 

that short term Objectives 5, 9, 10, 11 and 12 are high priority; allocate $50,000 in the 17/18 

budget as $ for $ matching contribution for any State and Federal Government funding that can be 

secured to further the objectives; and include further consideration of the Plan as part of a review 

of the Arts Strategy.

Notes the comments expressing Council's support for the Festival, Strategy development and 

that these Strategies are expiring.  Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 

2015-2017 and is now identifying the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and 

culture in the shire across the next 4 years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to 

Council’s support for arts and culture within the ‘Our Economy’ section of the adopted Plan.. 

Council is currently in discussions with State Government as to the best process to guide the 

development of the Castlemaine Railway Precinct area. The Castlemaine Cultural Precinct Plan 

was considered in development of the Council Plan and many of the actions under the objectives 

noted have been or continue to be carried out. These actions will continue to be considered in the 

annual budget process. 

53 Eliza-Jane Gilchrist I am writing to express my disappointment and concern about the lack of clarity and inclusion of 

the creative and arts sectors in the draft Council Plan and Council Budget. 

Given that the Draft Council Plan is so unclear in its support for the arts and the broader creative 

sector I have concern about the future funding and support of the following: 

• Arts based community grant projects

• a clear proposal and commitment to affordable community use of the Phee Broadway Theatre

• Infrastructure programs for cultural facilities and funding for arts organisations based in 

Castlemaine.

In particular I want to stress my huge concerns about community access to the Phee Broadway 

Theatre and want to see this matter addressed and resolved as soon as possible

Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy’ strategies of the adopted Council Plan. 

54 Vic Say Appreciates the projects Council has implemented to date in regard to our indigenous culture and 

wellbeing and requests that this work continue.

Appreciation acknowledged. An ongoing commitment to this work is included in the Council Plan. 

No change to Council Plan recommended.

55 Paul Gianni The draft Council Plan seems to contain general statements and broad objectives.  My 

observations and comments are primarily associated with the lack of an identifiable Disability 

Action Plan.  My first concern is the intention to fully integrate the DAP into the general plan.  The 

Victorian Disability Act clearly requires statuary bodies to have a DAP.  It is critical that MAS 

develop a DAP and have it available as a stand alone document that needs to be lodged with the 

VHREOC.  

The Disability Act does not require Council's to adopt a standalone DAP but rather that a plan be 

made. By integrating this into the Council Plan it is considered that this will ensure the impact of 

the DAP is most effective. No change to Council Plan recommended.

56 Newstead Walks and 

Wheels

We suggest that the Council Plan include:

• Strong focus on the health, economic and tourism value of cycling and walking

• Acknowledge support for and $ for the Newstead Fitness Loop – signage

• Acknowledge support for the proposed Loddon River Loop, the Newstead to Maldon Loops and 

the Newstead Bushland Loops. Allocate funds for a feasibility study to confirm routes, address risk 

management and maintenance, promotion, signage plans

We contend that the work of NWW is relevant to the 3 pillars of the Council Plan, to the Health and 

Wellbeing Plan and to the Disability Action Plan. The Newstead to Maldon Loops fit into the 

proposed Diggers Trail in the Loddon Mallee Regionally Significant Trails Strategy and also 

reflects the growing focus on Active Recreation.

The Newstead Fitness Loop is supported in the Walking and Cycling Strategy for future 

development pending funding availability. Council will explore external funding opportunities for 

this and other trail priorities. Additional loop trails identified by the Newstead Wheels and Walks 

group are located on land not managed by Council. Council will seek to explore external 

partnerships in the consideration of these trails. The importance of such infrastructure is 

acknowledged in the Council Plan and no change is recommended.

57 Ann Blore I wish to note my view about the proposal for development of an indoor aquatic centre.  In my 

view, the lack of such a facility in Castlemaine is a huge gap in the recreational and therapeutic 

fabric of the community. As a person who swims for recreation and health reasons, I am aware of 

the very many people young and older who travel to Kyneton and Bendigo to use the facilities 

there, in the absence of a centre in Castlemaine.

Council endorsed a recommendation in November 2015 to develop an indoor leisure centre with 

a 25 meter pool on the existing Castlemaine Pool site. Officers are currently undertaking planning 

regarding the design and financial requirements in order to progress this facility development 

including a detailed review of the business model. The benefits of an indoor aquatic facility are 

acknowledged and access requirements will be considered in the design of the facility once the 

business model is accepted by Council.

58 Bill Wiglesworth I refer to the roadside litter which continues to mar the natural beauty of our shire's roadways. I am 

especially concerned about the approach to Castlemaine along the Pyrenees Highway between 

Elphinstone and Chewton, the hilly, winding section which, for reasons I don't understand , seems 

to attract serious litterbugs. I'm not sure what the shire can do about our littered roadsides, but I 

am concerned (and embarrassed) that the main entry to our town from the south can so frequently 

present such an unpleasant, squalid welcome. I offer this observation as a starting point for the 

shire to consider possible solutions to this unsightly litter problem.

Litter on roadside is an ongoing issue, and is difficult when not in Council's jurisdiction. Funding is 

available for different litter projects and Council offers a fee waiver for groups that collect litter 

from roadsides. The EPA 'officer for the protection of the local environment pilot program' will 

provide a resource to do more compliance work on small scale illegal dumping. No change to the 

Council Plan recommended.
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59 Asher Webb This submission is in support of the Strategic Housing Objective which is to create "A welcoming 

place for all” and specifically to “Encourage and support innovative housing solutions that meet the 

needs of our community” (Mount Alexander shire Council Draft Council Plan 2017-2021”; (page 

17).  I suggest that Tiny Houses On Wheels (THOW) are an innovative housing solution to people 

in our community and that the local laws that currently limit Tiny House occupancy should be 

changed to allow for full time living. 

Tiny Houses on wheels are caravans. Council’s local laws restrict people living in them for 

extended periods of time without a permit.  Tiny Houses are also a house, and could always seek 

planning and building approval to locate on the site for an extended period (although this may not 

always be granted).  

The local laws are due for renewal in 2020 and extensive community consultation will held as part 

of that process. The Tiny House movement, like any disruptive change, requires a careful 

response possibly one coordinated across the state.                                                                         

In circumstances where a THOW is proposed to be located on land already occupied by a 

dwelling, it may be classified as a Dependent Persons Unit, which is defined as a movable 

building on the same lot as an existing dwelling and used to provide accommodation for a person 

dependent on a resident of the existing dwelling. A planning permit may still be required in certain 

circumstances. No change to Council Plan recommended.

60 Mount Alexander Eco-

Housing Group

The group is pleased that the draft Council Plan identifies housing needs in our shire as an area 

for special concern to address in coming years.  The document emphasises the greater 

proportions of low income and aged residents for whom housing presents challenges of 

affordability and accessibility.

Council's plan seeks to encourage and support innovative housing solutions that meet the needs 

of our community. Specifically council will continue its participation in the Australian Research 

Council Linkage Project – which investigates the role of Local Government in housing Australians 

in the 21st Century. The results of this 3 year research will inform some of the next actions 

council undertakes and we eagerly await the research conclusion.

Council will advocate that government sales of appropriate surplus land facilitates the 

development of housing for people of low income. This will be undertaken with the state  

government who are piloting projects of this nature in other areas at present. No change to 

Council Plan recommended.

61 Maldon Neighbourhood 

Centre

Early Years:

Requests the shire take further planning consideration of this issue of early childhood services and 

facilities.  Access to early years education and care is critical to the well-being of children and their 

families.  Would like to see an explicit commitment to families with young children in the "Our 

People" pillar with a statement such as "support families with young children by enabling the 

planning and coordination o f a range of early years services through the Mount Alexander 

Community Children's Network (MACCN).

Seniors:

It is important for Council to maintain it's planning, enabling and funding role for a range of support 

mechanisms that facilitate the continuation of services to their community, including disability 

access, community lunches and day programs.

Early Years

The focus on early years is a priority acknowledged by Council and is currently being addressed 

through Councils involvement in the Loddon Children and Youth Area Partnerships and Mount 

Alexander Community Children's Network. Council officers are also working with local service 

providers to continue to address the emerging needs of the local community.

Seniors

Council is continuing to provide services to all eligible people in accordance with the 

Commonwealth Home Support Program and the Home and Community Care Program. 

Arrangements are in place until 2020. Council is not a NDIS provider, however will support 

residents to transition to NDIS. No change to Council Plan recommended.

62 Geoffrey Smith Given there are currently no Arts Officers employed by Council all of these crucial jobs are not 

being done. Can I ask you therefore by what date will the Arts officers will be reinstated?

The current Council Plan contains quotes describing how central the Arts is to our community, it is 

very alarming therefore to note that the word "Art(s)" only occurs twice in the draft Council plan 

(done using an online word search). 

The current Council Plan states that the "Council has committed to help achieve the 2020 vision 

for supporting the Arts, creativity and cultural engagement", my question is how and where is the 

Council actually demonstrating that commitment with concrete resourcing, policy and staffing in the 

draft plan currently before us? 

Whilst there has been some personnel changes, Council's staff allocation to Arts and Culture has 

not substantially altered in the 2017/2018 Budget and there is currently 0.9 Full Time Equivalent 

staff performing this role (compared with 1.0 FTE six months ago). Council continues to 

implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying the best process to 

prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 years. 

Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture within 

the ‘Our Economy' section of the adopted Council Plan.

63 Veronica Roberts Requests that planning for the support and development of the arts be included in the Council 

Plan.

Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy’ section of the adopted Plan..

64 Mount Alexander Shire 

Accommodation and 

Respite Group (MASARG) 

Inc.

Provided a detailed submission suggesting, among other things,:

1. that disability becomes a component for all policies and plans

2. Council, and others, design and print a hard copy information package for all new residents on 

information regarding disability resources and contacts

3. All new subdivisions incorporate quality social housing models into their planning

4. Concern that quality supported employment options for people with disabilities are being 

reduced and that Council lead the way in supporting measures to save and develop quality models 

of supported employment

5. Council support MASARG in their priority project "A Home of My Own".

1. DAP has been fully integrated to the Council Plan to ensure it has a high priority and is 

considered as part of delivering on other priorities. No change to Council Plan recommended.

2. Suggesting will be investigated.

3. Offering diversity of housing stock is a requirement in the planning scheme that Council 

pursues.

4. This is not a matter that Council is directly responsible for.

5. Proposed to amend the Council Plan to include the following - Support innovative community 

solutions through planning support and advocacy.
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65 Catherine Pilgrim Is concerned about the lack of clarity and inclusion of the creative and arts sectors in the draft 

Council Plan.

Given that the Draft Council Plan is so unclear in its support for the arts and the broader creative 

sector I have concern about the future funding and support of the following: 

- Arts based events such as artist led projects developed by Punctum

- Arts based participation projects funded through community grants and often used to leverage 

additional state and federal funding 

- Key creative organisations such as the Castlemaine Art Museum and Buda

- Ongoing operational and management issues with the Phee Broadway Theatre

- Public and Community art projects 

- Investment in supporting and growing local creative industries

- Infrastructure programs for cultural facilities 

- Projects to further enrich our local Arts Community.

Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy’ section of the adopted Plan..

66 Christine Hooper Provided a very detailed submission with a numerous ideas across many themes.  Suggestions 

included: advertising the Community House; support for walking and cycling trails; requests more 

public transport; requests improved building standards; questions what the plans are for 

heatwaves; encourages more recycling at the transfer station; buying mulch made from green 

waste; introduce green bins; second hand shop at the landfill just like the Eaglehawk Recycle 

Shop; a plastic bag free shire; public place recycling; commercial rubbish and recycling collection; 

protect farm land from housing development; assist farmers to deal with climate change; no 

mention of the arts' community use of the old school campus in Wheeler St.

Council officers will continue to work in partnership with our local neighbourhood houses and are 

currently developing a page on Councils website to promote them and the work we are doing in 

partnership.                                                                                                                                      

Council is currently responsible for the provision of a Municipal Heatwave Plan and the facilitation 

of the Municipal Heatwave Sub-Committee. Council also works in partnership with State 

Government to communicate key messages before and during any heatwave event and to assist 

with the distribution of heatwave information and materials provided by State Government for the 

community. No changes are considered necessary in the Council Plan to respond to this 

submission however many requests could be considered in the annual budget process.

67 Punctum Inc. Concerned that the draft Council Plan does not reflect the potential and legacy of the State and 

Commonwealth Government Creative Industry initiatives to bring further recognition, investment 

and visits in 2018 to our shire, particularly when we are a shire whose identity and reputation is 

informed by its creative industry. We note, with dismay, that the draft Council Plan offers so little in 

the way of acknowledging, supporting, generating or advocating for people and place when these 

are the source of creativity and innovation.  We urge you to be ambitious and recognise the 

potential of this legacy in the Council Plan.

Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy’ section of the adopted Plan..

68 Diane Addington Disappointed and concern about the lack of clarity and inclusion of the creative and arts sectors in 

the Council Plan.  I urge Council to support the arts in a comprehensive way and to encourage arts 

based events, venues for the arts,  public art projects and the resolution of issues concerning Phee 

Broadway Theatre.

The perceived reduction in funding allocated to cultural development in the proposed budget is 

due to a change in how and where we report on management and administrative resources in our 

new organisational structure.  Dedicated funding specific to the arts has increased by about 

$5,000 in the 2017/2018 Proposed Budget. Planned activities include support and coordination of 

the 2018 Regional Centre for Culture and Artlands Conference, planning and implementation of 

the Phee Broadway Theatre Program, managing funding agreements with key cultural institutions 

and supporting local artists.

Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy’ section of the Council Plan.

69 Timothy Watson 1. The strategies outlined in the draft Council Plan appear quite reasonable, but the listed activities 

to address the strategies are quite limited.    Furthermore, the indicators or measures of whether 

the strategies are delivered successfully are quite basic and sometimes not well connected with 

the activity level. The measures use broad aspirational words such as "increase and improve" but 

by how much is not known.  There are few benchmarks to go from and few targets listed

2. Suggests that youth employment be given more emphasis in the Plan

3. There is no mention of what the council will do in terms of offering language services for people 

from cultural and linguistically diverse (CALD) communities

4. There is little reference to the role of arts within the shire.  As the draft Council Plan outlines a 

vision for the shire, it seems remiss not to have an explicit component in relation to the arts.

1. All submissions from the community are in the process of being collated and reviewed.  

Reference to the implementation of KPI's and measurable into the Council Plan will be 

considered as part of this process, further KPIs will be included in the Annual Plan.  The 

feedback is appreciated and valid.                                                                                                                                                                   

2. The focus on youth employment is a priority acknowledged by Council and is currently being 

addressed through Councils involvement in the Loddon Children and Youth Area Partnerships 

and Mount Alexander Community Youth Network. Council officers are also working with its Youth 

Advisory Group and local service providers to continue to address the emerging employment 

needs of local young people. Council is also committed to supporting youth employment through 

its involvement in various student placement programs in partnership with local and regional 

education providers.                                                                                                                                                        

3. Council is currently registered with the National Translating and Interpreting Services and uses 

the service as and when required by non-English speaking members of the community. Any 

additional needs are likely to be addressed through the development of Council's 

Communications Strategy and through continued liaisons with members of the CALD community.

70 Castlemaine Community 

House

Dismayed at the apparent lack of any real tangible commitment to supporting the creative and 

performing arts sectors in the draft Council Plan.  Castlemaine has been widely regarded for many 

years right across Australia as a leader in creative arts. Any diminution of support from the council 

for the creative arts field could have serious negative financial consequences for the shire given 

that heritage and arts-related tourism is such a major component of the local economy.

Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy’ section of the adopted Plan..
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71 Thea King I wish to support the planned budget items that improve the trails, the waterways and the 

volunteers who help to maintain them. Since the Council built the pedestrian bridges along the 

trail, and following the post-flood re-grading, the trail is again usable and appreciated by people I 

meet whilst walking along the trail . It provides a corridor for wildlife, an experience of native 

bushland, and a safe access for schoolchildren, exercisers, and other citizens who enjoy or need a 

level track.  I understand that the plan is to link the two townships by extending the trail through the 

area that is currently a gap. A completed and continuing pathway will act as an important link for 

the community.

Support for the trail network is noted. No change to Council Plan recommended.

72 The Village Festival Given that the Draft Council Plan does not include any support or advocacy actions for the arts or 

the broader creative sector I have concern about the future funding and support of the following: 

• Arts based events 

• Key creative organisations that may receive direct funding 

• Support programs and partnership initiatives with creative organisations 

• Ongoing operational and management issues with the Phee Broadway Theatre

• Public art projects

• Growth of innovation and creative thinking

• Education and engagement of our young people and people with mental health risk (without the 

arts)

• Infrastructure programs for cultural facilities 

• Advocacy for artists and arts organisations

• An investment into supporting and growing our creative industries 

• Arts based participation projects funded through community grants and often used to leverage 

additional state and federal funding 

• An healthy, happy, caring, creative and connected community

• Loss of Castlemaine’s strong arts identity and therefor loss of income

• Loss of people moving to this shire 

The perceived reduction in funding allocated to cultural development in the proposed budget is 

due to a change in how and where we report on management and administrative resources in our 

new organisational structure.  Dedicated funding specific to the arts has increased by about 

$5,000 in the 2017/2018 Proposed Budget. Planned activities include support and coordination of 

the 2018 Regional Centre for Culture and Artlands Conference, planning and implementation of 

the Phee Broadway Theatre Program, managing funding agreements with key cultural institutions 

and supporting local artists.

Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy' section of the adopted plan. 

73 Angelica Clunes Given that the Draft Council Plan does not include any support or advocacy actions for the arts or 

the broader creative sector I have concern about the future funding and support of the following: 

• Arts based events 

• Key creative organisations that may receive direct funding 

• Support programs and partnership initiatives with creative organisations 

• Ongoing operational and management issues with the Phee Broadway Theatre

• Public art projects

• Growth of innovation and creative thinking

• Education and engagement of our young people and people with mental health risk (without the 

arts)

• Infrastructure programs for cultural facilities 

• Advocacy for artists and arts organisations

• An investment into supporting and growing our creative industries 

• Arts based participation projects funded through community grants and often used to leverage 

additional state and federal funding 

• An healthy, happy, caring, creative and connected community

• Loss of Castlemaine’s strong arts identity and therefor loss of income

• Loss of people moving to this shire 

The perceived reduction in funding allocated to cultural development in the proposed budget is 

due to a change in how and where we report on management and administrative resources in our 

new organisational structure.  Dedicated funding specific to the arts has increased by about 

$5,000 in the 2017/2018 Proposed Budget. Planned activities include support and coordination of 

the 2018 Regional Centre for Culture and Artlands Conference, planning and implementation of 

the Phee Broadway Theatre Program, managing funding agreements with key cultural institutions 

and supporting local artists.

Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy’ strategies of the adopted Council Plan.

74 Castlemaine & District 

Australian Breastfeeding 

Association

Where Council plans to encourage and invest in multi use facilities we urge council to consider the 

availability of infant feeding spaces and nappy changing facilities. This is something that we feel is 

not currently being adequately met within the shire. Our local group is at the grass roots of working 

with families with young children, and we hear regularly how these facilities are lacking across the 

shire. Parents need spaces to tend to their child's needs that is not a toilet space. We would be 

delighted to work with Council in developing strategies and procedures to help provide both local 

families and tourists with suitable facilities. Our local group would also support the Mount 

Alexander shire in adopting the Victorian Charter for Child Friendly Cities and Communities. This 

would be a wonderful step in demonstrating Council’s commitment to the children of Mount 

Alexander Shire.

The need for child friendly and parent feeding facilities is noted, included in the Council Plan is 

the following: 'Increase in the number of parent feeding infant facilities across the shire'.  The 

opportunity for facilities is currently being considered at Council's administration office. Continued 

partnership with the ABA and local early years service providers will also assist Council and the 

community to meet these needs. 
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75 Keppel Cassidy Provides a number of recommendations for council to consider in the draft Council Plan 2017-

2021:

1. Under the objective 'Ensure effective waste management and recovery', make explicit that the 

waste transfer station will include onsite sorting of waste

2. Under the objective 'Improve access to a range of convenient, safe, accessible and sustainable 

travel choices', include the action: 'advocate for the improvement and extension of bicycle lanes on 

all major roads.'

3. Under the objective 'Improve public health through use of our public spaces and trails', include 

the action 'promote cycling for health and transport purposes.'

4. Under the strategy 'Build the capacity of our community to manage the impact of climate change 

and changing weather patterns', include the measures: 'Encourage and support agricultural 

practices that improve soil health and reduce water use', and 'promote food security through 

encouraging food exchange systems, small-scale farming, backyard food growing and composting 

waste.'

5. Add a separate objective under ' a creative and innovative economy': 'Promote and support the 

arts and artists', OR under the existing objective 'support business growth and local employment', 

include the measure 'Promote and support arts events and local artists.'

6. Change the objective 'Encourage and support innovative housing solutions that meet the needs 

of our community' to 'Promote secure and affordable housing for all'. Under this objective, include 

the measure 'promote and support innovative housing models and solutions to increase the 

accessibility of affordable housing.'

1. The submission requests a commitment on the type of transfer station that will be developed 

post cell 4 closure. It is not possible to make this commitment at this time

2. Council does advocate to VicRoads on behalf on the community for the improvement and 

extension (where appropriate) of bicycle lanes on all major roads.

3. This request is considered to be adequately covered by the existing wording. No change to 

Council Plan recommended.

4. Intent of suggestion is supported and wording will be prepared for consideration of Council.

5. Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy’ section of the adopted Council Plan.

6.  The planning scheme does support a diversity of housing options. Council is also working with 

a number of private developers to help facilitate alternative housing developments. 

76 Mount Alexander Shire 

Disability Advocacy Group - 

(MASDAG)

Believes:

1. the Disability Action Plan (DAP) should not be completely integrated into the council community 

plan bur rather needs to be linked to the community plan as a stand alone document.

2. it is essential for MASDAG to be directly involved in producing all yearly DAPs

3. attitude remains a serious barrier to access and inclusion. Recommends that the intentions 

expressed in the Council Plan regarding social inclusion be reflected in ongoing professional 

development and training, and staff values

4. in many instances that access issues are safety issues and carry a higher priority in budgets 

and work schedules than, for example, recreation and tourism

5. interpretation of infrastructure standards can vary and the judgement used in applying standards 

is not always appropriate.  Therefore MASDAG would like to be part of some of the planning 

processes so that the group can provide suggestions or comments on plans prior to approval

6. that improving access for all will not just help in achieving the DAP but will assist in achieving 

and supporting many of the strategic objectives included in the Plan

1. The Disability Act does not require Council's to adopt a standalone DAP but rather that a plan 

be made. By integrating this into the Council Plan it is considered that this will ensure the impact 

of the DAP is most effective. No change to Council Plan recommended.

2. Request is noted however Council has adopted a consultative committee that includes 

representatives from a variety of interest groups and this approach is recommended to continue.

3. Noted and will be considered in annual training calendar for staff.

4. Noted.

5. As per item 2.

6. Agreed. No change to Council Plan recommended.

77 Cassi Cox Concerned around the lack of arts and culture included in the draft Council Plan and Budget.

Given that the Draft Council Plan does not include any support or advocacy actions for the arts or 

the broader creative sector I have concern about the future funding and support of the following: 

• Arts based events 

• Key creative organisations that may receive direct funding 

• Support programs and partnership initiatives with creative organisations 

• Ongoing operational and management issues with the Phee Broadway Theatre

• Public art projects

• Infrastructure programs for cultural facilities 

• Advocacy for artists and arts organisations

• An investment into supporting and growing our creative industries 

• Arts based participation projects funded through community grants and often used to leverage 

additional state and federal funding 

Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy’ strategies of the adopted Council Plan. 

78 Friends of Campbells 

Creek

The Friends of Campbells Creek strongly supports the vision, themes and objectives identified in 

the draft Council Plan, and the strategies and actions to achieve them.  The group is keen to help 

implement the plan and to continue their collaborative work with council.  They'd particularly like to 

contribute work on safe, accessible and sustainable travel choices; improving the resilience of 

tracks and trails; further connections, and promoting them to attract use and tourism; waterway 

improvements and improved urban water sensitive designs to reduce environmental impacts; and 

partnerships with the schools.

Council is working with this group to develop the Castlemaine Urban Waterways Management 

Plan. Officers, including the DSD, and manager healthy environments now meet quarterly with 

this group and Castlemaine Landcare to discuss the urban waterways. There is a strong case for 

developing an MOU with this group and Castlemaine Landcare to formalise management roles 

and responsibilities and areas for collaboration, noting their excellent work for the community and 

environment. No change to Council Plan recommended.

Summary - Submissions to Council Plan 2017-2021 Page 11 of 15



SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED TO THE DRAFT COUNCIL PLAN 2017-2021 
No. Name Summary Comment

79 Castlemaine Housing 

Service

I suggest that Tiny Houses On Wheels (THOW) are an innovative housing solution to people in our 

community and that the local laws that currently limit Tiny House occupancy should be changed to 

allow for full time living. 

The main barrier to people living in a THOW in our shire is that they are classified as a caravan* in 

local laws and are thereby limited to 6 weeks per year of legal occupancy.  If this local law were 

changed to classify THOW as a distinct type of caravan suitable for full time living, this would open 

an avenue for THOW to help address housing affordability in an innovative manner that would be a 

model for other communities.

I propose that a change to this local law, making a new classification for a THOW and allowing for 

the habituation of a THOW full-time would encourage and support an innovative and sustainable 

housing solution that meets the needs of our community.

Tiny Houses on wheels are caravans. Council’s local laws restrict people living in them for 

extended periods of time without a permit.  Tiny Houses are also a house, and could always seek 

planning and building approval to locate on the site for an extended period (although this may not 

always be granted).  

The local laws are due for renewal in 2020 and extensive community consultation will held as part 

of that process.  The Tiny House movement, like any disruptive change, requires a careful 

response possibly one coordinated across the state.

In circumstances where a THOW is proposed to be located on land already occupied by a 

dwelling, it may be classified as a Dependent Persons Unit, which is defined as a movable 

building on the same lot as an existing dwelling and used to provide accommodation for a person 

dependent on a resident of the existing dwelling. A planning permit may still be required in certain 

circumstances. The following is proposed to include in the final Council Plan, Support innovative 

community solutions through planning support and advocacy.

80 Katrina Logan I believe Castlemaine has so much potential for innovation and creativity and want to congratulate 

the council on it's strategic vision.  As a creative professional wanting to devote my creative skills 

and energy to making this a fantastic place for locals and tourists, I'd really like to see more 

concrete examples of how the council intends to BE INNOVATIVE, particularly when it comes to 

urban strategy and design.

1. Land use and housing:  How does the council intend to make best use of currently under-utilised 

land (such as the VicTrack owned land on Kennedy street).  How will the council create 

sustainable affordable housing without relying on unsustainable subdivisions and suburban sprawl 

on the fringes of town?

2. How it can incentivise walking and get people out of cars (through installing parking meters in 

the centre and at the Wesley Hill market).  How will it deal with increased traffic and the associated 

noise pollution and safety issues - and when will it honour the "traffic calming measures" 

recommended by its own funded "Commercial precinct study 2012"

3. What does the council intend to do to assist businesses open on weekends and public holidays, 

making the town attractive to visitors?  - as this is one of the biggest complaints tourists from 

Melbourne consistently have about Castlemaine.  

1. Council's plan seeks to encourage and support innovative housing solutions that meet the 

needs of our community. Traditional development will continue as well as infill development. 

Specifically council will continue its participation in the Australian Research Council Linkage 

Project – which investigates the role of Local Government in housing Australians in the 21st 

Century. The results of this 3 year research will inform some of the next actions council 

undertakes and we eagerly await the research conclusion.  Council will advocate that government 

sales of appropriate surplus land facilitates the development of housing for people of low income. 

This will be undertaken with the state government who are piloting projects of this nature in other 

areas at present. No change to Council Plan recommended.

2. The Wesley Hill Market is a privately operated market. Council shares the concerns relating to 

parking and traffic management and are working with, and providing advice, to the market 

committee. The first stage in rectifying issues at this location is the completion of a traffic, parking 

and pedestrian study of which the committee has been requested to undertake themselves.  

Council is currently working on the streetscape master plan which will look at the design of 

several areas within the CBD including the pedestrian linkage. Council is also working on the 

designs for both Mostyn Street and Frederick Street with a view to incorporating many design 

elements.

3. Whilst it is the commercial decision of business owners as to when they trade (within any 

legislative requirements), Council provides information and promotion to businesses regarding 

busy trading periods, in order to ensure businesses are making informed decisions. No change to 

Council Plan recommended.

81 Alison Telford I wish to express concern that there has been no reference to funding for the Arts in Council’s plan 

and find this unacceptable, especially considering the vast amount of creatives living in this region 

who contribute greatly to the vibrancy of this beautiful township and who help to make it the unique 

and amazingly wonderful place we proudly call home!!  I am currently in the process of winding 

down my talent agency that I have managed for the past 13+ years…..largely due to a lack of 

funding for the arts generally. This is heartbreaking for me and the amazing talent who have been 

on my books over the years – including many talented performers from Castlemaine who came on 

board when I moved here from Melbourne seven years ago. Despite their many and varied talents, 

most of these actors rarely see opportunities for well-paid employment working their craft. Instead 

they find themselves accepting non paid, low or deferred payment projects in a desperate bid to 

keep working in the area they have studied and loved whilst trying to move their careers forward. 

Sadly it follows, if actors are not being placed in paid employment then my talent agency also 

misses out and is no longer a viable means of employment for myself. 

Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy’ strategies of the adopted Council Plan. 

82 The Hub Foundation Believes the Plan could be improved by being more specific in its aims.  For example, Council 

could state that:

1.  it will work with the Hub Foundation and other groups to raise the solar penetration in the shire 

from the current 28% by 2% points pa, so as to eventually become the leading solar shire in 

Victoria.

2. It will quickly adopt the EUA process and actively encourage commercial operators and house 

owners to work to take advantage of it.

3. It will require all new houses to have at least 3kW of solar. This has been done in Nedlands WA 

and probably in other LGAs that I’m not aware of.   If builders objected, council could go to VCAT 

with a skeleton representation. However, it would be more likely that builders would be shamed 

into agreeing to do it. 

4. It will consider a `climate change’ levy on rates so as to help fund some of its own expanded 

activities and those of active groups in the shire. This levy should be compulsory but even a 

voluntary one would be interesting. 

The Council Plan is the overarching document that guides Council and staff decision making. It is 

intentionally high level for this reason. The actions suggested in this submission can be 

considered on an annual basis during the budget process. No change to the Council Plan 

recommended.
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83 Robyn Walton Concerned around the lack of arts and culture included in the draft Council Plan and Budget.

Given that the Draft Council Plan does not include any support or advocacy actions for the arts or 

the broader creative sector I have concern about the future funding and support of the following: 

• Arts based events 

• Key creative organisations that may receive direct funding 

• Support programs and partnership initiatives with creative organisations 

• Ongoing operational and management issues with the Phee Broadway Theatre

• Public art projects

• Infrastructure programs for cultural facilities 

• Advocacy for artists and arts organisations

• An investment into supporting and growing our creative industries 

• Arts based participation projects funded through community grants and often used to leverage 

additional state and federal funding 

The perceived reduction in funding allocated to cultural development in the proposed budget is 

due to a change in how and where we report on management and administrative resources in our 

new organisational structure.  Dedicated funding specific to the arts has increased by about 

$5,000 in the 2017/2018 Proposed Budget. Planned activities include support and coordination of 

the 2018 Regional Centre for Culture and Artlands Conference, planning and implementation of 

the Phee Broadway Theatre Program, managing funding agreements with key cultural institutions 

and supporting local artists.

Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy’ strategies of the adopted Council Plan.

84 Tegan Lang Concerned around the lack of arts and culture included in the draft Council Plan and Budget.

Given that the Draft Council Plan does not include any support or advocacy actions for the arts or 

the broader creative sector I have concern about the future funding and support of the following: 

• Arts based events 

• Key creative organisations that may receive direct funding 

• Support programs and partnership initiatives with creative organisations 

• Ongoing operational and management issues with the Phee Broadway Theatre

• Public art projects

• Infrastructure programs for cultural facilities 

• Advocacy for artists and arts organisations

• An investment into supporting and growing our creative industries 

• Arts based participation projects funded through community grants and often used to leverage 

additional state and federal funding 

Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy’ strategies of the adopted Council Plan. 

85 Newstead Arts Salon There is no indication anywhere in the document of any sense of the importance of the Arts to the 

shire.  In the Council Plan there is no evidence that any of the broad aims of the Council Art 

Strategy 2015-2017 Action Plan's laudable goals are to be considered, let alone how and when 

they might be implemented. .Indeed the Council's Art Strategy 2015-2017 Action Plan seems to 

have disappeared entirely.  We think that it is imperative that the shire seriously considers the arts 

as a significant module of the Council Plan.  In order to do this we suggest the Council:

1. Defines specifically what it means by the arts

2. Conduct a comprehensive demographic survey of the arts in the shire to gather specific 

information about the arts community

3. The council should be thinking of the arts as an industry which has enormous potential, not only 

as a transformative social tool, but also as a serious economic driver in the shire

4. We would encourage the Council and its planners to think of the arts as being far broader and 

influential in scope and potential than just a collection of hobbyists.

Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy’ of the adopted Council Plan.
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86 Donna Fearne 1. I strongly support and commend the council for taking the initiative to specifically recognise local 

indigenous culture past and present in the proposed council plan for 2017-2021.  I believe it is 

entirely appropriate to independently identify this highly important and historically neglected culture 

within the Mount Alexander shire.  In order to act on this strategy council could plan to engage with 

many groups within the community.  The success of this could be measured by the development of 

a new comprehensive heritage strategy, the development of a cultural awareness strategy that 

encourages and celebrates past and present cultural diversity within the Mount Alexander shire.

2. I applaud the inclusion of a targeted strategy to encourage the recognition and acceptance of 

cultural diversity within the MAS.  The language of this statement however implies that this 

diversity is a new element of the MAS community.  

3. The strategy statement of "manage and protect our built heritage" is deeply flawed because it 

does not just ignore but explicitly excludes any intention or obligation by the MAS Council to 

manage and protect local heritage other than built heritage .  This strategy should read "manage 

and protect our heritage" or "manage and protect our cultural heritage".  Please amend the 

measure of success of this strategy to "Undertake heritage assessments and studies in areas not 

currently subject to a heritage overlay in the MAS Planning Scheme or not the subject of a 

contemporary Heritage Study" and "Review present MAS Heritage Strategy and develop and 

adopt a new MAS Heritage Strategy"

1. Addressed under the measure of success in the draft Council Plan that commits to 'an 

increase in the number of local activities and projects that encourage a better understanding and 

acceptance of people from diverse backgrounds' and 'an increase in the number of locally 

accessible programs that address the needs of local indigenous and CALD community members' 

(Pg. 17)                                                                                                                                                                     

2. Appreciation acknowledged. Observation noted.

3. Comments about heritage noted and final wording to be reviewed for consideration of Council.

Council will consider the development of a Heritage Action Plan as part of its Annual Plan 

process.

87 Joyce Sanders Provided a detailed submission including:

1. Improve Streetscapes & Town Entrances:

Plantings around the entrances should require long-term planning, rather than ad-hoc planting with 

each development. Planning for Streetscapes & Town Entrances has a strong heritage aspect, but 

Heritage funding is in decline in the shire. I am unsure how the goal of “partnering with local 

community planning groups to implement streetscape priorities” will relate to retailers.

2. Manage & Protect Our Built Heritage:

There has been a reduction in the support for heritage areas and the updating of our shire 

Heritage Conservation document  is long overdue but no mention is made of it in the Plan or 

Budget.

3. Support Business Growth & Local Employment:

 Business growth and employment are strongly related to heritage. Supporting retail business 

growth is also related to Council support for its own Parking Study, and the importance of this 

should be remembered at all times with funding for Parking Enforcement.

4. Help to Grow Tourism to the shire:

The shire could better  acknowledge and present its Chinese heritage for tourists.

5. Health & Well-Being Plan:

 The Health & Well-Being of the shire is reflected in the CBDs of its towns. I have put several 

proposals to Council that the CBD of Castlemaine might be made smoke-free in August but have 

had no reply.

1. Improved streetscapes and town entrances are priorities in a number of community plans. 

Each community planning group undertook extensive community  consultation processes to 

develop their plans and continue to work with their community  to implement their plans. Council 

officers therefore believe that the implementation of the streetscape/town entrance priorities is 

best placed to be undertaken in partnership with the community planning groups and their 

respective communities (including the business community).

2. The Heritage Strategy referred to has expired and this will be a matter for consideration of 

Council in the coming year following appointment of a new heritage officer included in the 

2017/18 budget. Action could be included in annual plan when appropriate.

3. Noted and appreciated.

4. Targeting the international tourism market is the domain of Bendigo Regional Tourism and Visit 

Victoria. Both agencies are developing plans to attract the Chinese market into regional Victoria, 

and Council will work with these agencies to see what opportunities we are able to leverage from 

any activities

5. Anti-smoking organisations (Quit Victoria and the Heart Foundation) say making any CBD 

smoke-free is difficult. This initiative could be considered in the annual plan process. No change 

to the Council Plan recommended.

88 CycleSafe Mount 

Alexander

We are offering to work with council by offering a voluntary consultancy service with an 

understanding of the cycling and active transport landscape.  We wish to assist by providing 

groundwork for future improvements, and providing feedback to council on the desires of the 

cycling community.  Over the four years of the plan our goal is to work with the community and 

council to improve the current network of protected shared paths, and improve routes through town 

and the connection to the off-road network.

CycleSafe is advocating around four key areas to improve the linkages between protected paths 

that already exist, including: a protected link to the newly expanded and improved Wesley Hill 

sports area into Western Reserve and Victory park; a protected link that connects into the existing 

Forest Creek Trail from Castlemaine town; improved linkages between the Castlemaine Train 

Station and the Campbells Creek Trail, which leads to the Castlemaine-Maldon Rail Trail, safe 

linkages through Castlemaine township which connect to the outer trails and key destinations 

within town. 

Council is progressively completing actions in priority locations identified in the walking and 

cycling strategy. These include cycle links to Castlemaine station and CBD. Council is also 

working on a train station master plan to provide better links from the station to the attractions in 

Castlemaine.
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89 Michael Raftos I suggest that Tiny Houses On Wheels (THOW) are an innovative housing solution to people in our 

community and that the local laws that currently limit Tiny House occupancy should be changed to 

allow for full time living. 

The main barrier to people living in a THOW in our shire is that they are classified as a caravan* in 

local laws and are thereby limited to 6 weeks per year of legal occupancy.  If this local law were 

changed to classify THOW as a distinct type of caravan suitable for full time living, this would open 

an avenue for THOW to help address housing affordability in an innovative manner that would be a 

model for other communities.

I propose that a change to this local law, making a new classification for a THOW and allowing for 

the habituation of a THOW full-time would encourage and support an innovative and sustainable 

housing solution that meets the needs of our community.

Tiny Houses on wheels are caravans. Council’s local laws restrict people living in them for 

extended periods of time without a permit.  Tiny Houses are also a house, and could always seek 

planning and building approval to locate on the site for an extended period (although this may not 

always be granted).  

The local laws are due for renewal in 2020 and extensive community consultation will held as part 

of that process.  The Tiny House movement, like any disruptive change, requires a careful 

response possibly one coordinated across the state.

In circumstances where a THOW is proposed to be located on land already occupied by a 

dwelling, it may be classified as a Dependent Persons Unit, which is defined as a movable 

building on the same lot as an existing dwelling and used to provide accommodation for a person 

dependent on a resident of the existing dwelling. A planning permit may still be required in certain 

circumstances. The following is proposed to include in the final Council Plan, Support innovative 

community solutions through planning support and advocacy.

90 Castlemaine Landcare 

Group

We would therefore like to see the Council Plan identify the importance of our waterways and 

ensure that stormwater is cleaned naturally before entering the creeks.  We would also like to 

ensure that the built environment does not negatively impinge on the natural environment.

pp.11 – 12 Our Place - Add : Waterways

p. 19  Strategic objective Clean and Green Environment - We suggest to differentiate built from 

natural environment and further items are suggested to be added; reduce carbon emissions; 

ensure effective waste management and resource recovery - a measure of success could be the 

number of innovative businesses re-using waste (including water); urban water sensitive design; 

tourism

This submission includes a number of specific recommendations regarding the natural 

environment, and planning controls that impact the form of the built environment to reduce its 

impact on the natural environment. One of the themes is to improve the quality of stormwater 

entering the creeks through water sensitive urban design, another is for Council to become very 

proficient in cleaning vehicles and tools to reduce the spread of weeds. Recommend to 

specifically mention urban waterways in Council Plan as follows 'Work with community groups on 

land management and waterway improvement and weed control'.

The draft Council Plan places an emphasis on council to advocate for improved building 

standards and to participate in Municipal Association of Victoria forums to advocate for improved 

environmental living standards. Change to state policy and building standards would impact all 

new buildings, not only those that require a planning permit. No change to Council Plan 

recommended.

91 Ben Laycock I am writing to express my disappointment and concern about the lack of clarity and inclusion of 

the creative and arts sectors in the draft Council Plan and Council Budget.  I urge you to 

reconsider the glaring lack of commitment to the arts and culture or creative sectors within the 

current draft budget and plan. 

Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy’ section of the adopted Plan..

92 Kirsty Sutherland It was very disappointing to read the Draft Council Plan 2017-21 and find no reference to the Arts.

We know that Castlemaine attracts large number of visitors and new residents due to the 

combination of its environment and the arts. So it is alarming there is no reference to it!!

Also what about the Phee Broadway and community access!!

Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy’ section of the adopted Plan..

93 Sylvia & Trevor Phillips 1. P 18 Re Provision of Aquatic Facilities.

We are concerned that in the planning for future provision of aquatic facilities there is only a 

commitment to have procured funding for an indoor aquatic facility. 4 years to secure funding!  We 

would expect that things would progress faster than this in provision of this vitally important facility. 

2. Cultural Aspects 

There is an acceptance in general statements in the plan that creative, cultural pursuits i.e. the 

Arts, are a vital focus of our shire yet the plan is very light on in any specifics. We are perplexed 

that the plan is so light on in this regard. We believe that it doesn’t reflect the community 

aspirations and expectations in this regard. Cultural/Arts activities, including festivals, provide 

enormous economic benefit for our shire.

For some time we have been following the saga of the Phee Broadway theatre and we can’t see 

any commitment in the plan to address and support many aspects of our cultural/Arts environment.

We have been led to believe that the budget for Arts areas has been slashed. We would like to 

know the rationale for this. 

3. Environmental Concerns

Whilst we are heartened that the plan has an entry on increasing assistance for Landcare groups 

we are aghast at the way housing blocks both in town and on outskirts are generally being clear-

felled and rendered flat for building – much valuable vegetation and character is being destroyed. 

There is a limited view in this plan to preserving what we have. 

1.Council endorsed a recommendation in November 2015 to develop an indoor leisure centre 

with a 25 meter pool on the existing Castlemaine Pool site. Officers are currently undertaking 

planning regarding the design and financial requirements in order to progress this facility 

development including a detailed review of the business model. Only once this has been 

completed will an application for funding be made.

2. Council continues to implement the Arts Strategy Action Plan 2015-2017 and is now identifying 

the best process to prioritise its initiatives to support arts and culture in the shire across the next 4 

years. Recommend inserting a specific objective relating to Council’s support for arts and culture 

within the ‘Our Economy’ strategies of the adopted Council Plan.

3. The concern is noted, however the Victorian Planning System provides limited protection for 

vegetation on residential lots and there is limited ability to alter this at a local level. 
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