
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES 
OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF COUNCIL 

HELD ON TUESDAY 14 JUNE 2016 
AT 5.00 PM  

IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, 
MOUNT ALEXANDER SHIRE CIVIC CENTRE 

CORNER LYTTLETON AND LLOYD STREETS, CASTLEMAINE. 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 
 

To start the official proceedings 
I would like to acknowledge that we are meeting on Jaara country  

of which the members and elders of the Jaara Jaara community and their 
forebears have been custodians for many centuries 

 and have performed age old ceremonies of celebration, initiation and renewal. 
We acknowledge their living culture and their unique role in the life of this region. 

 

1. PRESENT 

Councillors: Tony Bell (from 5.15pm) , Chris Cole, Tony Cordy, Christine Henderson, 
Bronwen Machin, and Sharon Telford. 

 
 
Officers: Acting Chief Executive Officer (Vicky Mason), Acting Director Sustainable 

Communities (David Leathem), Director Sustainable Development (Jason 
Taylor) and Manager Finance (Bradley Thomas). 

2. APOLOGIES 

Councillor Michael Redden has a leave of absence. 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

Nil 
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4. OFFICER REPORTS 

4.1. BUILDING SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES (COM) 

COM 41 HEARING SUBMISSIONS TO THE PROPOSED BUDGET 2016/2017 

Responsible Director: Manager Finance  
Responsible Officer: Manager Finance  
Original Document: DOC/16/21716 

 Purpose 1.

The purpose of this report and Special Meeting is to hear submissions made under 
Section 223 of the Local Government Act (the Act) to the Proposed Budget 
2016/2017. 

Refer to: 

Confidential Attachment COM 41A: Summary of Submissions to Proposed 
Budget 2016/2017. 

Confidential Attachment COM 41B:  Copies of Submissions to Proposed Budget 
2016/2017. 

 Background 2.

At the Ordinary Meeting of Council on 26 April 2016, Council resolved as follows: 

That Council: 

 Give Public Notice in accordance with Section 129(1) and Section 223 1.
of the Local Government Act 1989 that it has prepared a budget for 
2016/2017; 

 Make copies of the Proposed Budget 2016/2017 available for inspection 2.
at Council’s offices and on Council’s website; 

 Hear any person who makes a written submission in relation to the 3.
Proposed Budget 2016/2017 and who indicates they wish to be heard, 
at a Special Meeting of Council to be held at the Civic Centre, 
Castlemaine at 5.00pm on Tuesday 14 June 2016; 

 Consider any submissions made, and adopt the Council Budget 4.
2016/2017 at the Ordinary Meeting of Council to be held on Tuesday 28 
June 2016; and 

 Authorise the Chief Executive Officer to undertake minor editorial 5.
changes if required. 

 Policy and Statutory Implications 3.

Section 127 of the Local Government Act (the Act) states that Council must 
prepare a budget for each financial year.  

Section 129 of the Act states that Council must give public notice that a budget 
has been prepared and that a person has a right to make a submission under 
Section 223 of the Act.  
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 Issues 4.

Written submissions were received from thirty-eight individuals or groups to the 
Proposed Budget 2016/2017 and a summary of those submissions is included in 
Confidential Attachment COM 41A. Seven submitters requested to be heard at the 
time of writing this report, and will attend the Special Meeting of Council to speak 
to their submission. 

Copies of each submission are in Confidential Attachment COM 41B for Council’s 
consideration. 

 Financial and Resource Implications 5.

A number of the submissions request changes to the Proposed 2016/2017 Budget 
for consideration by Council.  

 Consultation 6.

The Proposed Budget 2016/2017 has been on public exhibition for the statutory 
period of 28 days. The Proposed Budget 2016/2017 was made available for 
viewing at the Civic Centre, Castlemaine, and on Council’s website. Summary 
information was provided in the Midland Express, and Castlemaine Mail. 

 Conclusion 7.

Written submissions were received from thirty-eight individuals or groups to the 
Proposed Budget 2016/2017. Seven submitters requested to be heard at this 
meeting. Council will hear these submissions, and then formally consider all 
submissions at the Ordinary Meeting of Council on 28 June 2016. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Note the submissions to the Proposed Budget 2016/2017 included in the 
Confidential Attachment COM 41B to this report and any verbal 
presentations heard in support of submissions in accordance with Section 
223 of the Local Government Act; and 

2. Consider the submissions to the Proposed Budget 2016/2017 at the Ordinary 
Meeting of Council on 28 June 2016. 

 

MOVED COUNCILLOR TELFORD 

That standing orders be suspended at 5.03 pm. 

SECONDED COUNCILLOR COLE 

CARRIED. 

 

The following nine budget submitters spoke to their submission.  
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a. Ms Margaret Panter 
 

Ms Panter requested that additional funds and resources to be included in the 
2016/2017 budget to improve weed control management within the Shire. Ms Panter 
detailed a number of concerns and her experience associated with weeds within the 
shire, and surrounding shires.  
 

b. Ms Jacqueline Brodie-Hanns, Harcourt Progress Association 
 
Ms Brodie-Hanns noted that the Association was disappointed that Council had 
funded a number of studies, and masterplans associated with Harcourt but that there 
had been no significant construction works that had occurred. Ms Brodie-Hanns also 
noted that the community of Harcourt did not feel that Council had reasonably 
consulted with them. Ms Brodie-Hanns felt that Council and the community could 
have a better dialogue and that funds could be allocated to Harcourt in the 
2016/2017 budget.  
 

c. Mr Greg Waddell 
 
Mr Waddell thanked Council for the significant footpath works, construction and 
repairs that had been recently undertaken. Mr Waddell did state he was disappointed 
that no significant cycling projects had been undertaken recently, and requested that 
Council allocate a percentage of the roads capital works budgeted to be directed to 
future cycling projects. Mr Waddell also felt that Council should update the 
community on the progress of the Walking and Cycling Strategy. 

 
• The Mayor noted that there would likely be an announcement shortly about a 

new approach to community consultation and involvement in relation to 
transport, including walking and cycling.  

 
• The Director Sustainable Development noted that Council had received final 

approvals for the construction on the Castlemaine-Maldon Rail Trail with the 
project to begin shortly.  

 
d. Mr Michael Monk 
 

Mr Monk stated he believed that Council should not proceed with developing the 
Wheel and Loom building into a new Visitor Information Centre. Mr Monk advised 
that there are better locations within Maldon. 
 

e. Mr Martin Paten, Castlemaine State Festival 
 
Mr Paten requested that Council allocate the same level of funding in the 2016/2017 
budget as was provided previously for the 2015 festival. Mr Paten spoke about the 
current position of the State Festival, a number of grants the Festival had been able 
to obtain and that the core funding provided by Council is used to professionally plan 
for a successful Festival. 
 

f. Mr Ian Taylor 
 
Mr Taylor requested that Council should consider options available to seal gravel 
roads within the Shire, especially Matheson Road. Mr Taylor believed Council should 
develop a program of works to seal all unsealed roads within 3kms of the 
Castlemaine GPO. 
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• The Director Sustainable Development noted that Council receives a significant 
number of requests to seal unsealed roads. Council officers undertake an 
assessment of the all requested roads including condition, traffic counts and 
cost of maintenance and construction. He noted that the cost of maintenance on 
unsealed roads is lower than sealed roads, and often the amount of traffic on 
unsealed roads does not warrant an upgrade to be sealed. 

 
g. Mr Chris Hosking, View Street Public Hall Reserve Committee.  
 

Mr Hosking requested that Council provide funds to undertake a masterplan of the 
facility to combine the Hall and Playground areas into a more useful and functional 
open space.  Mr Hosking believed funds could be provided from Councils Open 
Space Reserve given a development of ten residential blocks near the playground 
had been recently approved by Council. 
 
• The Director Sustainable Development noted that officers could investigate the 

possibility of utilising funds from the Open Space Reserve for such a project. 
 It was also noted that the current ownership and management structure of the 

land would need to be reviewed. 
 
h. Mr Vic Say.  
 

Mr Say commended the Council and staff, on the strengthening partnership forged 
within our shared community, between the Council and the local Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander community. Mr Say also commended Council on the inclusion 
of $15,000 funding towards implementation of the Reconciliation Action Plan. 
 

i. Ms Laura Levetan, user of the Phee Broadway Theatre. 
 
Ms Levetan thanked Council for the recent improvements in communication, and in 
negotiation for use of the facility. Ms Levetan spoke about a number of short, and 
long term requests including crediting volunteer hours to a user group, and 
registering technicians who are qualified to act in the technical role that can donate 
their time to the relevant user group.  
 
Ms Levetan requested that Council: 
  

a. Employ a 0.5 – 1 FTE technician to manage the Phee Broadway and 
potentially the Town Hall;  

b. Inclusion in the budget to complete the skeleton stage repairs that were not 
completed in 2015; and  

c. Seek additional funding to return full functionality to the theatre, and in doing 
so honouring Councils minuted commitment to this outcome.  

 
• It was noted that Councils Arts Officers and Facilities Officer are presently 

working through available options to resolve aspects of how they might work.  
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MOVED COUNCILLOR TELFORD 

That standing orders be resumed at 6.19 pm. 

SECONDED COUNCILLOR MACHIN 

CARRIED. 

 

 
MOVED COUNCILLOR TELFORD 

That the recommendation be adopted. 

SECONDED COUNCILLOR MACHIN 

CARRIED. 
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5. MEETING CLOSE 

Meeting closed at 6.20 pm. 
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