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PART1: INTRODUCTION
This Section introduces the Mt Alexander Rural Land Study project.

Project objectives
The Mount Alexander Shire Rural Land Study project is required under the Mount Alexander Planning Scheme
to assess the agricultural, mixed farming, lifestyle farming and environmental conditions of the Shire’s rural
lands. The project is to recommend on the application of Victoria’s rural land use zones including the Rural
Activity Zone (RAZ) and Rural Conservation Zone (RCZ).
The Project’s specific objectives are aggregated into the following key themes:
•

Describe existing rural land use and development (Objective 1).

•

Identify trends in the agricultural sectors, protect productive land and avoid conflict with other sensitive
uses (Objectives 2-4).

•

Attract and nurture a diversity of new rural land uses (Objective 5).

•

Recognise sensitive environmental, cultural and heritage landscapes (Objectives 6-7).

•

Identify likely impacts of climate change (Objective 8).

•

Comment on six potential areas of investigation for the Rural Living Zone (Objective 9).

•

Provide strategic justifications for amendments to the Mount Alexander Planning Scheme (Objectives
10-11).

Project scope
This project is needed to provide the strategic framework for the future use, development and conservation of
the Shire’s rural lands. It will be used by Council to help inform any proposed amendments and planning
decisions in the Mount Alexander Planning Scheme (‘the Planning Scheme’). The project considers private rural
land: It considers public land only to the extent that land use and development on private land may impact public
land values (and vice versa).
The project will recommend any need for change to rural land use policy, zoning and overlays in the Planning
Scheme.
The Planning Scheme has several components including State Policy, the Municipal Strategic Statement, Local
Policy and land use Zones and Overlays applied within the Shire. The MSS sets the policy overview for
Council’s interpretation planning scheme’s and for its decision making on planning applications. It also provides
the community, with the intent of the scheme.
All land in the Shire sits within a land use zone, and there are four Zones available for application to rural (nonurban) land. These are the Farming Zone (FZ), Rural Activities Zone (RAZ), Rural Living Zone (RLZ), and Rural
Conservation Zone (RCZ). At the time of preparing this paper the state government has proposed (but has not
yet implemented) changes to the four zones: Further information is provided on this in the accompanying
background report
Land can also be the subject of Overlays which identify where values or threats occur that require specified
attention in the making of planning decisions, and which provide information to land users or potential users on
the land. Rural land within the Shire may or may not be covered by Overlays. l
The focus of the Planning Scheme and of this project is on land use: not day-to-day rural land management
such as weed control or other aspect of land management.
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Purpose and use of the Issues Paper
The Mount Alexander Shire Council is seeking input from the wider community and from other ‘stakeholders’ to
assist in identifying issues for future planning of the Shire’s rural lands. This paper is for use in the consultation
and feedback process. It provides a brief introduction to main land use categories occurring in the Shire, and a
series of questions for each category intended to provide a trigger guide for responses. Those wishing to
provide input may or may not choose to use the questions as a guide, and will choose to respond on any or all
of the categories.
The land use categories used in the paper are:
•

Agriculture.

•

Biodiversity and natural landscapes.

•

Cultural heritage.

•

Rural living.

•

Tourism.

This paper is deliberately brief. It is accompanied by an explanatory report which provides additional information
on the shire sourced from a wide range of sources, and from which information in this Issues Paper has been
derived. Users of this paper are encouraged to refer to the explanatory report for information on matters of
personal interest.
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PART 2: LAND IN MOUNT ALEXANDER SHIRE
This Part provides a summary description of the land in the Mt Alexander Shire.
The Shire contains five primary geological land types.
•

Granites

•

Metamorphosed Ordovician sedimentary material (that has been hardened by heat and pressure)

•

Ordovician sedimentary sandstones and mudstones

•

Basalts

•

Quaternary alluvium (or stream transported material) in valley floors and on lower terraces

Land form, elevation, soils, native environments, and land capabilities for agriculture and other land uses
including urban development all link directly to the land’s geology.
•

The sedimentary geology of the Ordovician time period (about 500 million years ago) provided the basis
for the 19th Century Central Victorian gold era. It occupies much of the central and south-west parts of
the Shire, has only moderate to very low agricultural land quality, and retains most of the Shire’s forested
public land. The survey patterns on this land are irregular and are dominated by smaller lots. Much of the
Shire’s pressure for rural living development and use occurs in this land.

•

The mid to upper slopes on the granite is also generally moderate to low land quality for agriculture.

•

The basalt, gently undulating granite land, and alluvial land are better quality for agriculture and provide
much of the Shire’s agricultural production.

The Shire can be divided into Land Management Units (LMUs) based on geology and topography. This
provides a ‘first principles’ base for discussing and characterising the land across the Shire, including its
capabilities for a range of rural and urban uses. The following map identifies the LMUs developed by EnPlan
from interpretation of the extensive range of literature on the Shires land resources and from site inspection.
Land capabilities have not yet been refined from this information, and consultation feedback will assist with this
in the preparation of the Shire’s rural land strategy to be developed during the current project. The map has
been prepared at a strategic level and needs to be interpreted with caution. It is not suitable for interpretation for
individual properties, and is likely to be further refined during the current project. Comment on the feature of the
LMUs will be appreciated during the Project’s consultation stage.
A larger map is provided at the rear of this document.
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Plate 1: Overlooking basalt plain to sedimentary hill in south east of

Plate 2: Steeper hills in metamorphic sedimentary land in the mid-

Shire.

west of the Shire.

Plate 3: Rolling granite landscape in the Sutton Grange Land

Plate 4: Vineyards adjacent to Taradale Sutton

System with Mount Alexander on steeper granite hills in the

Grange road.

background.

Plate 5: Extensive basalt plains in the north west of the

Plate 6: Irrigated and dryland cropping land ion alluvial

Shire.

land in the north west of the Shire.
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Plate 7: Mixed land use on granite land near Lake Cairn Curran in

Plate 8: Extensive grazing land and forest on sedimentary land in

the mid west of the Shire.

the south west of the Shire.

Plate 9: Section of basalt capped ‘Guildford Plateau’ land, with lucerne growing in the foreground on alluvial land in the south west of the
Shire.
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PART 3: LAND USE CATEGORIES AND ISSUES
This Part provides a summary background to the main land use categories in the Shire’s
rural land and identifies key discussion questions as guidance for consultation feedback.

Agriculture
This section summarises agriculture in Mount Alexander Shire and provides agriculturerelated questions on key land use planning matters for the Shire’s rural lands.

Background
Agriculture dominates rural land use across most rural areas of the Shire. Current agriculture is broadly
summarised by the following:
•

The dominant agricultural use across most of the Shire is broadacre grazing of cattle and sheep. It
occurs wherever agriculture is practiced across the Shire. Grazing is mixed with other agricultural and
non-agricultural uses to differing degrees in different parts of the Shire.

•

Extensive cereal cropping occurs on large holdings on alluvial land and gentle sloping sedimentary land
in the north-west ‘corner’ of the Shire. Sheep grazing is the main supplement to this use.

•

Irrigated horticulture (mainly apples) supported by the Coliban Irrigation System occurs on granite slopes
and outwash and valley land at Harcourt.

•

Some extensive vineyards occur on granite land east of Faraday adjacent to the Faraday Sutton Grange
Road. Vineyards including some small/boutique plantings also occur on granite land in the general area
of Welshman’s Reef / Cairn Curran Reservoir.

•

Grazing occurs across the sedimentary land in the Shire. This is generally mixed with other uses
including rural living, and nature conservation which increasingly dominates on the land of low
agricultural quality of the mid to upper slopes and crests.

•

Groundwater in the Baringhup area supports small areas of spray irrigated pasture on the alluvial land.

In the short to medium future the location and type of main existing agricultural enterprises is likely to remain
much the same as at present. These uses have prevailed for at least 70 to 80 years. However, economic
drivers are creating trends in all agricultural industries towards fewer but larger farms, employing proportionately
fewer persons, resulting in reducing populations in rural localities.
Water availability is a key driver of intensive agriculture. Where water of sufficient volume and quality is available
and the land is suitable for irrigation then access to water transforms the land’s versatility and production
potential. The Coliban supply system has been integral to sustaining the horticultural industries in the Harcourt
area and this will continue to increase in efficiency with the current modernisation program. Groundwater from
the Mid Loddon Groundwater Management Area also provides for centre pivot irrigation in the north-west of the
Shire on alluvial land. There appears to be opportunity to expand irrigation in this locality, as according to figures
from Goulburn Murray Water, the water taken and used for agriculture from this source in 2011/12 was only
about 33% of the licenced volume.
On the basis of inherent land characteristics in the Shire, most agricultural land varies from moderate to very low
quality for dryland agriculture on the statewide scale. The moderate quality agricultural land is that of the alluvial
plains, the gentle slopes of the basalt, granite and the sedimentary land. Farmers in the Harcourt and Baringhup
localities able to access irrigation water have many more enterprise options and the opportunity to dramatically
intensify production. The balance of the dry land in the Shire is classed as low to very low agricultural quality.
This is reflected in the pattern of land use dating back to the Nineteenth Century gold rush era.
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Where broadacre agriculture is competing with more intensive non-agricultural uses, farmers wishing to
continue farming and expand their businesses locally are and will be impacted by subdivision that will fragment
surrounding farmland, inflate land prices above agricultural prices and create potential for land use conflicts that
may threaten their “right to farm”. This means that farmers in these areas will be limited in their capacity to
innovate or expand their businesses locally due to high land prices and lot fragmentation due to permanent land
use change resulting from rural living demand.
The reference to protecting “productive farm land that is of strategic significance in the local or regional context”
in the State Planning Policy section of the Victoria Planning Provisions (at clause 17.05-1 in the Mount
Alexander Planning Scheme) is important in rural land use planning. It implies a selective approach, the
identification of land of better productivity and versatility that has a long term and strategic role in the production
of food and fibre. Some areas of productive and versatile land may be considered to be of strategic importance
where they are associated with other resources such as irrigation infrastructure or value adding industries that
provide significant economic benefit to local or regional communities.

Issues for agriculture:
Some main issues facing agriculture in the Shire include the following
•

The future use of low quality agricultural land

•

Impact of farmlet subdivision on the fragmentation of agricultural land

•

Land use conflicts: rural living lifestyle versus the “right to farm”

•

The future of agricultural land of local and regional strategic significance

•

Utilisation of available irrigation water

•

Population loss from small agricultural communities

•

Implications of climate change

Key Questions
•
•
•

•
•

•
•
•

How important is agriculture within the Shire?
Where in the Shire is agriculture so important that it should be protected from other land uses?
What main trends are likely in agriculture in the Shire?
•
What/where are the main opportunities for strengthening or diversifying agriculture?
•
What are the main threats to future agriculture and where?
Does the Shire contain resources that can be better used for agriculture (eg: groundwater)?
Where are any changes in agricultural enterprise types likely to occur?
•
What extent of change is likely to occur where change is expected? (eg: Will water savings from
pressure piping of the Coliban system provide for expansion of intensive
agriculture/horticulture/viticulture.
What changes are needed in planning and infrastructure to provide for future change?
How can the planning scheme impact positively or negatively on agriculture in the Shire?
How can the planning scheme be changed to support agriculture and agricultural innovation in the Shire?
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Biodiversity
This section summarises key biodiversity features of the Mount Alexander Shire and
provides biodiversity-related questions on key land use planning matters for the Shire’s
rural lands.

Background
Native vegetation on public and private land is important for biodiversity conservation. Roadsides reserves are
also important biodiversity asset. The protection of native vegetation is becoming increasingly important when
there are higher rates of new housing in the Shire’s towns and rural areas.
The Mount Alexander Planning Scheme identifies that the Shire contains 20 Ecological Vegetation Classes
(EVCs) of which sixteen are classified as ‘endangered’ or ‘vulnerable’, and their extent as total area and
percentage of native vegetation in the Shire is shown in the table below.
Classification according to Conservation Significance
Endangered
Vulnerable

Hectares
8,936

Percentage of Native Vegetation
11%

21,390

27%

Source: Mount Alexander Shire State of Environment Report 2010

EVCs identified as being high priority for the Shire are listed below.
Ecological Vegetation Class (EVC)

149

Bioregional Conservation Status (Goldfields
Bioregion)
Endangered

2,831

Endangered

9

Endangered

1,156

Endangered

663

Endangered

356
781

Endangered
Endangered

Swamp Shrub

12

Endangered

Swamp Riparian Woodland
Stream Bank Shrubland

29
671

Endangered
Endangered

Alluvial Terraces Herb-rich Woodland
Alluvial Terraces / Creekline Grassy Woodland
Creekline Herb-rich Woodland
Plains Woodlands
Plains Grassy Woodland
Plains Woodland

2005 (HA)

Riverine Grassy Woodlands
Floodplain Riparian Woodland
Creekline Grassy Woodland
Riparian Scrubs and Woodlands

Source: Mount Alexander Shire State of Environment Report 2010.

Two vegetation communities occur in the Mount Alexander Shire that are listed under the Commonwealth’s
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act and hence require particular attention.
•

‘Grey Box (E. macrocarpa) Grassy Woodlands and Derived Native Grasslands of South-Eastern
Australia’ ecological community in Victoria (endangered). This includes the following EVCs listed for the
Shire: Plains Grassy Woodland; Alluvial Terraces Herb-rich Woodland and Grassy Woodland.

•

‘Box-gum Grassy Woodland and Derived Grassland’ communities in Victoria (critically endangered). This
includes the following EVCs listed for the Shire: Valley Grassy Forest; Plains Grassy Woodland; and
Grassy Woodland.

The Planning Scheme also identifies that the Shire contains threatened flora species and fauna species. The
threatened fauna species reported as significant to the Shire and their level of threat are listed below.
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Threat category

Fauna species significant to Mount Alexander Shire

Critically endangered

Regent Honeyeater

Endangered

Swift Parrot
Bibron’s Toadlet
Golden Sun Moth

Vulnerable

Speckled Warbler
Diamond Firetail
Brush-tailed Phascogale
Eltham Copper butterfly
Hooded Robin
Crested Bellbird
Brown Treecreeper
Black-chinned Honeyeater
Woodland Blind Snake

Near Threatened

Source: North Central Catchment Management Authority

The Rural Conservation Zone (RCZ) is the main zone applied to environmentally significant rural areas. Its
primary purpose is to conserve, protect and enhance environmental and landscape values, and to encourage
the use of land consistent with those values. Typically, zoning is applied at a broad (landscape) level rather than
at say individual property levels. Conversely, planning Overlays can operate over any area from a major part of
the Shire (e.g the Wildfire Management Overlay) to individual sites of environmental or other (eg cultural)
significance.
Key biodiversity issues identified for the Shire in the Municipal Strategic Statement (MSS) in the Planning
scheme are:
•

Overall continuing decline in extent and quality of native vegetation and consequent decline in native
fauna and need to improve the conservation status of flora and fauna in the Shire.

•

Protection of remnant native vegetation on private land.

•

Fragmentation of habitat.

•

Impact of domestic animals on fauna populations and vegetation.

•

Potential impact of urban development on the habitat values of the Castlemaine Diggings National
Heritage Park.

•

Protection of scenic landscapes.

•

Protection of the significant natural values of the following environmentally sensitive areas (Castlemaine
Diggings National Heritage Park; Barfold Gorge; Mount Alexander; Mount Tarrengower; Vaughan
Springs; Muckleford Gorge; Mount Consultation; and landscapes between Elphinstone and
Castlemaine.

Issues for biodiversity
The key planning issues for the future are the identification and application of appropriate planning tools that will
contribute to protecting and enhancing the Shire’s biodiversity assets as described above.
The State Government has introduced the Native Vegetation Precinct Plan as an planning tool to enable a more
strategic and longer term approach to planning for the protection, management and removal of native
vegetation where development is proposed.
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Key questions
How important is biodiversity on private land within the Shire?
Where should biodiversity be the primary land use focus?
What are the main opportunities for biodiversity links in the Shire’s rural areas?
What main trends are likely in biodiversity in the Shire?
•
What/where are the main opportunities for strengthening or diversifying biodiversity?
•
What are the main threats to the future of biodiversity and where?
Where are any changes in biodiversity assets likely to occur?
What extent of change is likely to occur where change is expected?
What changes are needed in planning to provide for future change?
How can the planning scheme impact positively or negatively on biodiversity?
Does the Planning Scheme adequately address the scope of issues, objectives, strategies and
Implementation for biodiversity?
Should the rural conservation Zone (RCZ) be more widely applied? eg:
•
Are there areas abutting public land that is conserved for conservation purposes where the RCZ
could be usefully applied to private land?
•
Should the RCZ be applied to protect and enhance listed ecological communities or areas
identified as being of Regional, State or National importance?
Are the existing environmental overlays in the planning scheme adequate, or what can be done to
improve their application?
Is the existing Native Vegetation Management Framework adequate to protect vegetation communities or
are additional planning tools required?
What is the potential for application of the Native Vegetation Precinct Plan where development is
proposed in the Shire’s rural areas?

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Rural Living
This section summarises key matters relating to rural living use in Mount Alexander Shire
and provides guiding strategic questions relating to rural living in the Shire’s rural lands.

Background
‘Rural living’ land is land in a rural setting, used and developed for dwellings that are not primarily associated
with agriculture. While some agriculture may occur, it will be ancillary to the use for a dwelling. The agriculture is
likely to be carried on for ‘lifestyle’ reasons and is unlikely to provide a significant source of household income.
Rural residential land is typically also used for non-agricultural home occupation or for large gardens on lots that
are larger than typical residential lots, but usually too small for agriculture.
Because its function is primarily residential, rural residential development requires access to most normal
services and infrastructure provided in urban settlements. Typically it also generates urban residential amenity
expectations.
Land use zones that normally apply to rural residential use are:
•

Low Density Residential Zone (LDRZ). This is a ‘residential’ zone comprised of lots above 0.4 ha (1
acre) used for residential purposes.
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•

Rural Living Zone (RLZ). This is a ‘rural’ zone. It normally applies to lot sizes around 8ha (20 acres),
although schedules to the zone in a planning scheme can vary lot sizes depending on location and the
nature of the land involved. It provides opportunity for some rural uses to occur.

The RLZ can be applied in various ways, including in clustered low density ‘estates’, across broader areas of
scattered lifestyle development on existing lots and on the fringes of urban centres.
In Mount Alexander Shire however, rural residential use is also common in the Farming Zone, (FZ) mainly in the
central goldfields areas on sedimentary geology where land titles generally provide small lots. (Source: 2010
Mount Alexander Residential Demand and Supply Analysis).
The Shire’s Planning Scheme and its 2006 Rural Living Strategy identify a growing demand to live in the Shire
(including rural living) and that significant housing development has occurred in rural areas. The strategy also
notes that the Shire contains sensitive urban and rural environments, and that population and household growth
needs to be managed within sustainability principles.
The above documents also recognise the following:
•

From 1991-2001, the rate of population growth in many of the smaller towns and rural areas (eg:
Newstead, Harcourt, and rural areas in the Calder corridor) exceeded that of the full Shire. This is
contrasted to rural Shires to the north, where small towns and rural areas are diminishing.

•

Rural housing is mainly concentrated through the centre of the Shire, around Castlemaine, Maldon and
Newstead, where good access to major centres and small lots occur within a highly fragmented land
subdivision pattern that is a directly consequence of the Shire’s mining heritage that is based on
sedimentary geology, and/or close to forested areas.

•

The many small lots referred to above contribute substantially to local small lot land supply, but also
pose significant land use planning and management issues.

•

At 2006, growth was expected to increase demand for rural residential land.

•

The Rural Living Strategy identified the importance of sustainability of rural living to accommodate
population growth, and issues associated with the age structure of the population and the suitability of
the housing provided.

Between 1995 and 2002 about 40% of the Shire’s new dwellings occurred in rural areas.
Rural housing is concentrated through the centre of the Shire, mainly around Castlemaine, Maldon, Newstead,
Chewton, and on granite rises in the south east section of the Shire north of Kyneton, where there is good
access to major centres and small lots. Rural living has also occurred elsewhere to differing degrees on small
rural lots in the Shire, and there remain many undeveloped small lots in the Shire’s rural areas.
The 2006 Rural Living Strategy identifies 7 areas around Castlemaine potentially suitable for rezoning to the
Rural Living Zone (RLZ) rural living development.
Rural residential development can have environmental, social and economic benefits and costs. Conflicts are
common within Victoria between agricultural and rural living land uses. This can occur for example, if rural living
occupiers in farming areas expect a living amenity that is inconsistent with potential disturbance from agricultural
activities.
The Mount Alexander Planning Scheme currently sets 40ha as the minimum subdivision area in the Farming
Zone and the minimum area across the Shire for which a dwelling can be built without need for a planning
permit. There are many rural lots in the FZ in the Shire that are smaller than this and used for non-production
based rural living, including many that sit within ‘Special Water Supply Catchment Areas’ proclaimed under the
Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994. In late 2012 the State Government introduced new planning policy
governing residential development in such catchment areas (refer to the accompanying explanatory report for
more information on this). Many rural living lots in the RLZ and the FZ are also in areas covered by the
Bushfire/Wildfire Management Overlay (BMO/WMO) which introduces various safety requirements for
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development over such land. There are also potential benefits and dis-benefits associated with biodiversity
conservation on lots used for rural living.
The drivers of constraints for rural living now relate to human safety (particularly following the 2009 Black
Saturday bushfires) and environmental impacts as well as increasing costs for servicing by Council and
infrastructure agencies. Constraints also include controlling the loss of land available for productive agriculture,
and the threat of land use conflict between agricultural activity and rural residential lifestyle properties.
It has followed that the ability to obtain approval for new dwellings on small rural lots for rural residential
purposes where they are either isolated or within/close to vegetated bushland areas now face increasing
difficulties from both the perspective of bushfire risk, impact on biodiversity values, and position within water
supply catchments. Future rezoning proposals need to be assessed against Victoria’s Planning Practice Note
37: Rural Residential Development (June 2012), the Shire’s Rural Living Strategy and the Mount
Alexander Planning Scheme (Refer to the background document for explanation).

Issues for rural living
Main considerations for rural living development include the following:
•

Appropriate location.

•

Bushfire hazard and associated safety provisions.

•

Land capability (e.g. erosion hazard, on site waste treatment), to sustain such development.

•

Water quality and quantity in drainage lines, streams, and reservoirs particularly in ‘Special Water Supply
Catchment Areas’.
Minimising land use conflicts between agricultural activities, and amenity expectations of rural residential

•

dwellers.
Avoidance of significant impacts to primary production, or to environmental or cultural values of rural

•

areas.
Avoidance of demand for costly or inefficient community services or infrastructure (e.g. Power, water.

•

Telecommunications)
Access to municipal infrastructure, and to community and social services.

•

Key questions
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

How important is rural living within the Shire?
What are the main threats and opportunities for future rural living development in the Shire?
What main pressures are likely on and for rural living in the Shire?
Is there sufficient existing land zoned for rural living?
Where in the Shire should rural living be located?
Do the policy principles in the Shire’s Rural Living Strategy 2006 remain appropriate for selecting rural
living land?
What are the main issues between land used for rural living and land used for agriculture?
What is the main issues between land used for rural living and land used for urban development?
What changes are needed in planning, infrastructure and social services to provide for future change?
How can the planning scheme impact positively or negatively on rural living?
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Heritage
This section summarises key cultural heritage features of the Mount Alexander Shire and
provides biodiversity-related questions on key land use planning matters for the Shire’s
rural lands.

Background
Mount Alexander Shire has a rich indigenous and non-indigenous cultural history that extends across its rural
and urban areas. The latter particularly extends from the gold era. Much has and can be written on this.
The Municipal Strategic Statement (MSS) identifies the Castlemaine Diggings National Heritage Park as a
cultural landscape of national heritage significance. The Heritage Park is listed on the Victorian Heritage
Register and the National Heritage List. The MSS also identifies a number of cultural landscapes.
The planning scheme applies a Heritage Overlay to an extensive range of specific sites of State and local
significance.

Issues for heritage
Main heritage issues relevant to the Shire’s rural lands include:
•

The adequacy of the MSS in identifying policy required to underpin the contribution or role of the Shire’s
rural areas in promoting the major objective vision identified in the Shire’s Heritage Strategy 2012-2016
as a ‘broad and inclusive vision of cultural heritage as central to the identity and well-being of Mount
Alexander’.

•

Ongoing identification of heritage places in rural lands.

Key questions
•
•
•
•
•

What and where are the main heritage assets in the Shire’s rural areas?
Are the Shire’s rural heritage assets adequately protected through the Shire’s planning provisions?
Do land use conflicts occur between the preservation of heritage assets, and agriculture and rural
living in the Shire?
What are the main opportunities for interaction between heritage and tourism in the Shire’s rural
areas?
Are any changes are needed in planning, to provide for protection of heritage assets?

Tourism and recreation
This section summarises key tourism and recreation features of the Mount Alexander
Shire and provides tourism and recreation questions on key land use planning matters for
the Shire’s rural lands.

Background
Mount Alexander Shire has very active drive-based tourism around the themes of:
•

shopping at the wide range of specialty shops Castlemaine and Maldon;

•

food (including dining, local produce and wineries and cideries);

•

the arts (including galleries, studios, tours, music and theatre).

Many activities associated with the above themes (eg: accommodation) have strong connections to the Shire’s
rural areas. There are significant recreational activities particularly associated with public land.
16
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The State Government’s Regional Tourism Action Plan 2009 – 2012 recognises the goldfields as Victoria’s
premier heritage region. It states that the region needs to continue to leverage off its strengths in culture, history
and heritage to maximise future tourism activity while highlighting more contemporary offerings available in the
region. A major relevant tourism issue for strategic land use planning in the Shire’s rural areas is that of
‘investment and infrastructure’ and the future development of boutique accommodation associated with
heritage, culture, arts and food and wine products.
In 2011 the Victorian Competition and Efficiency Commission released a report on Unlocking Victorian Tourism
– An Inquiry into Victoria’s Tourism Industry that included a chapter on land-use planning regulation. The
chapter identified that land-use planning may affect tourism activities such as accommodation, food service,
retail, recreational activities and facilities, and other activities that provide jointly for residents and visitors. The
report noted perceptions voiced about the restrictive nature of the Farm Zone (FZ) and the Rural Conservation
Zone (RCZ) since the introduction of those new rural zones in 2004. The Victorian Government’s response to
the Victorian Competition and Efficiency Commission’s final report, primarily supported its recommendations for
land use planning. These are identified in the background report to this Issues Paper.

Issues for tourism and recreation
Two important tourism issues for strategic planning are:
•

The current limited vision and policy directions in the MSS for the Shire’s for tourism and
recreation.

•

The role of strategic directions for future tourism and recreational land use and development for
in the Shire’s rural areas.

Key questions
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

How important is tourism and recreation relating to rural land to the Shire?
What tourism and recreation facilities and activities are desirable in the Shire’s rural areas?
What are the main tourism and recreation activities and facilities in the Shire’s rural areas?
What are the main threats and opportunities for future tourism and recreation in the Shire?
Does existing land use policy and zoning in the planning scheme adequately cater for tourism and
recreation accommodation and activities?
Where should tourism and recreation facilities be located?
•
Is it appropriate for tourism and recreation to be aggregated into ‘nodes’ of facilities and
activity?
•
What are the main opportunities for links between tourism and recreation facilities in the
Shire’s rural areas?
What tourism and recreation activities are compatible with agriculture and rural living in the Shire’s
rural areas?
What are the main connections between rural and urban-based tourism and recreation?
What changes are needed in planning, infrastructure and social services to provide for future
change?
How can the planning scheme impact positively or negatively on tourism and recreation?
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APPENDIX:

MOUNT ALEXANDER SHIRE LAND MANAGEMENT UNITS MAP
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