
After a five week public consultation period, the 2017/2018 Budget 
and Council Plan 2017-2021 will be adopted by Council in mid-June.

“We’ve had tremendous interest in the Council Plan which shows 
the important role the community can make in influencing the 
direction of the shire,” said Sharon Telford, Mayor of Mount 
Alexander Shire.

“Along with positive feedback on the plan we received submissions 
on a variety of topics. These include a greater emphasis on the arts, 
support for an off-lead dog park, collaboration with community 
groups and investment in infrastructure like footpaths, trails and 
cycle paths,” said Cr Telford.

“We have also received ideas on the Phee Broadway Theatre, 
streetscape improvements, changes to the planning scheme, 
improving public transport, protection of heritage, the creation  
of a food hub and accessibility.”

Council received more than 90 submissions during the public 
comment period, which closed on Wednesday 24 May. This 
followed consultation with around 500 community members in  
the lead up to developing the Council Plan.

“We wish to thank everyone who helped guide the plan and 
took time to provide feedback and input. Council will consider all 
submissions and amend the plan and budget accordingly.

“We are on track to adopt the budget and four-year Council 
Plan at our Ordinary Meeting on Tuesday 20 June and invite the 
community to come along,” said Cr Telford.
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Sign up to Shire News
To help protect the environment and reduce costs we are moving to  
an email format for Shire News. Don’t forget to sign up to receive  
the latest news and information from Council directly to your inbox.  
Visit www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au/ShireNews to sign up.

Stay informed
»  Sign up to Shire News by email
»  Find our public notices in the Midland Express each Tuesday
»  Read the latest news on our website
»  Stay in touch via Facebook
»  Tune in to listen to the Mayor on MAINfm each fortnight
»  Read, watch and listen to local media.

http://www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au/ShireNews


Is your dog a threat? 
While dogs are often described as man’s best friend, it’s important to remember 
that they can also be unpredictable. Council is aware of a number of recent cases 
where seemingly friendly dogs have attacked people, in some instances resulting 
in hospitalisation. 

If you’re concerned about the behaviour of your dog keep it on lead when exercising 
and have them wear a muzzle if necessary. Be a responsible pet owner. Check that 
your dog can’t escape from the yard, particularly when they are home alone. Don’t 
forget to register and microchip your pets so they can be returned to you.

To report a dog attack or a lost or found animal please contact Council’s Local 
Laws Team on 5471 1700. 

Maternal and child health this 
year celebrates 100 years of 
service. The service has made an 
incredible impact helping to give 
babies and children the best 
start in life.

Every year our own Maternal 
and Child Health Team receives 
around 150 birth notices, sees 
800 children and provides 1,300 
key age and stage assessments. 
The team also provides 1,500 
immunisations to protect our 
babies and young children.

In celebration of 100 years of 
service we would love to hear 
your memories of the maternal 
and child health service. If you 
have a story to share please 
contact Council on 5471 1700 or 
info@mountalexander.vic.gov.au. 

Message from the Mayor
We are already well into the new year and by the end of June we 
will have adopted our new four year Council Plan and our Budget 
for 2017/2018. We are looking forward to committing Council to 
being Innovative, Creative and Connected.

We have spent a lot of time speaking with the broader 
community and have widespread support for focusing on Our 
People, Our Place and Our Economy. The Budget allocates the 
resources to get the job done.

We have four years to achieve our goals outlined in the Council 
Plan. During this time we hope to keep on track and listen, be progressive and 
innovative, be equitable and fair in the delivery of services as well as continuing  
to advocate and collaborate for our shire and our region.

I encourage you to stay informed as we progress our Council Plan. We have 
started quarterly briefings in the outer wards which gives those in the outer areas 
the opportunity to address Council. These are advertised in the local newsletters 
or papers. Stay in touch by signing up to a Council newsletter (see page one), 
follow the latest news on our website, find us on social media or speak with your 
local Councillor.

Victoria’s first baby health nurse 
Sister Muriel Peck circa 1920.

Business Awards 
update
Residents were quick to 
nominate their favourite 
business, with more than 130 
local businesses nominated 
for excellence in this year’s 
Mount Alexander Shire Business 
Awards. Council will announce 
finalists across six categories in 
July. Be sure to get in early and 
buy your ticket for the awards 
celebration in August. 

For more details visit www. 
mountalexanderbusinessawards. 
com.au.

Avoid 
scammers 
online! 
If in doubt, don’t… that’s the 
message Consumer Affairs 
Victoria is giving Victorians 
when it comes to staying 
safe from online scammers. 

We know scammers have 
been active in the shire and 
they are using sophisticated 
tricks to dupe thousands 
of older Victorians every 
year. Avoid scammers by 
following these tips:

»  Don’t open suspicious 
text messages, pop-up 
windows, or emails.

»  Be wary of any emails or 
requests on social media 
from people you do not 
know.

»  Avoid sending money, 
personal or financial details 
to someone you have never 
met in person, especially if 
you are dating online.

»  And remember; if in doubt, 
don’t.

Think you’re scam savvy? 
Take the quiz and find out at  
www.consumer.vic.gov.au/
scamsquiz.

100 years of service
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Many pensioners are interested 
in installing a solar power system 
to save money and help the 
environment but are put off by 
the upfront cost and complexity 
of choosing a supplier. 

To break down these barriers 
four greenhouse alliances and 
twenty Victorian councils, 
including our council, have 
banded together to develop the 
new Solar Savers program. 

The program offers pensioner 
households, including those in 
our shire, the opportunity to 
apply for a special low-interest 
ten-year loan to install a reliable 
2kW solar system from a 
carefully preselected installer.

The idea is that the solar system 
will generate power during the 
day when pensioners are at 
home, and that the resulting 
power bill savings will cover the 
cost of the loan repayments. 

It is estimated the solar system 
will pay for itself and leave each 
household at least $100 better 
off each year.

Council is proud to be a part 
of this pioneering program 
supporting pensioners and 
renewable energy in our shire. 
For more information phone 
(03) 9385 8512 or visit  
www.solarsavers.org.au.

Solar savings for pensioners We  the historic 
Market Building
The historic Market Building in Castlemaine 
is a town icon loved by the local community 
and visitors alike but there was a time when it 
was nearly lost. Since 2000 the building has 
been used as a Visitor Information Centre and 
provides a warm welcome to the public every 
day of the year, except Christmas Day.

Did you know?

»  The Market Building was designed by  
Town Surveyor William Downe and 
completed in 1862.

»  The statue on the roof of the building is 
Ceres, the Roman Goddess of agriculture, 
grain crops, fertility and motherly 
relationships.

»  There were once two other market buildings 
on the Market Square:

 •  An Eastern Market Building was 
demolished in 1917 to make way for the 
Castlemaine High School (now the IGA 
Supermarket Complex)

 •  A Western Market Building was demolished 
in 1919 to make way for the RSL Hall.

»  In 1946 the City of Castlemaine Council 
voted to sell the Market Building to the State 
Electricity Commission (SEC). The Market 
Building was going to be demolished and 
replaced with an office and showroom.

»  Council’s approval of the sale at the time 
triggered a strong community response, 
which ultimately led to responsibility for 
the Market Building being handed to the 
National Trust of Australia (Victoria) in 1967.

Improving our crossings
Eight pedestrian crossings will be upgraded in a special package  
of works to improve accessibility around the shire for all  
community members. 

Members of Mount Alexander Shire Disability Action Group 
(MASDAG) met with council staff earlier this year to advise  
on pedestrian crossings that are difficult for people with 
restricted mobility.

As a result, high use crossings will be upgraded at Mechanics 
Lane, Silver Street, Campbell Street and Lyttleton Street in 
Castlemaine. The new crossings will include new graded ramps, 
tactile indicators and improved non-slip surfaces.

Council and VicRoads will also replace pedestrian crossings 
along the Midland Highway at Rowe Street, Saint Street and 
Greenhill Avenue by the end of June.

This work is just one of the ways Council is improving the 
accessibility of our local streets, an action included in the  
Council Plan 2017-2021.

Dr Leo Martin spoke about the battle to 
save the Castlemaine Market Building at a 
free public workshop during the National 
Trust’s Australia Heritage Festival in May.

http://www.solarsavers.org.au


National Volunteer Week was an excellent 
opportunity to recognise the invaluable 
contribution of the many volunteers  
throughout the shire. 

Council hosted a thank you celebration in the 
Market Building in May, along with volunteer 
workshops and a week-long expo featuring 
information about local volunteer-run 
organisations and how to get involved. Thanks 
to all the wonderful community members who 
give their time, skills, talents and effort to 
make the shire a better place. Our community 
wouldn’t be the same without you!

Civic Centre: Corner of Lyttleton and Lloyd Streets, Castlemaine 
PO Box 185, Castlemaine VIC 3450
Office hours: 8.30am - 5.00pm, Monday to Friday
t: (03) 5471 1700  f: (03) 5471 1749
e: info@mountalexander.vic.gov.au  w: www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au 

Council meetings
» Tuesday 20 June
» Tuesday 18 July
» Tuesday 15 August 

Meetings begin at 6.30pm and 
are held at the Civic Centre. 
Everyone is welcome to attend.

A plan for our 
urban creeks
Our urban waterways connect 
Castlemaine, Campbells Creek 
and Chewton, and provide 
opportunities for walking, 
cycling, bird watching, nature 
play and contemplation. Visitors 
may even be lucky enough to 
spot a platypus!

Council is working closely with 
local Landcare groups and 
adjoining residents to develop a 
management plan for the urban 
sections of Forest, Barkers and 
Campbells creeks. The Urban 
Waterways Management Plan 
will identify actions to improve 
the health of creeks and increase 
access to the waterways and 
surrounding bushlands for 
everyone to enjoy.

If you would like the opportunity 
to provide feedback on the draft 
plan, please contact Dallas Giles 
at d.giles@mountalexander.vic.
gov.au to register your interest.

Thank you volunteers 

Young people in the spotlight
People of all ages came together to celebrate 
National Youth Week in March, and to recognise 
the amazing contribution of young people. The 
event included the presentation of the 2017 
Mount Alexander Youth Leadership Awards. 
Congratulations to everyone recognised on the 
day including winners Suilven Byrne (Music 
and the Arts), Owen Shooter (Community and 
the Environment), John Watson (Sport and 
Recreation) and Chloe Burton (Workplace).

Youth Award nominees and winners.
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