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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

 

To start the official proceedings 

I would like to acknowledge that we are meeting on Jaara country 

of which the members and elders of the Jaara Jaara community and their 

forebears have been custodians for many centuries 

and have performed age old ceremonies of celebration, initiation and renewal. 

We acknowledge their living culture and their unique role in the life of this region. 

 

 

Council Meetings are audio and video recorded and are made available to the public via 
electronic media including YouTube. 
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1. PRESENT 

 
Councillors: Rosie Annear, Matthew Driscoll, Tony Cordy, Stephen Gardner, Christine 

Henderson, Gary McClure and Bill Maltby. 
 

Officers: Chief Executive Officer (Darren Fuzzard), Director Corporate Community 
Services (Lisa Knight), Acting Director Infrastructure and Development 
(Jude Holt), Executive Manager Corporate Services (Carolyn Ross) and 
EA to Director Corporate and Community Services (Alison Baker). 

 

Visitors: Steve Abbott (Taradale Community Forum Inc.), Vera Hemkes (Resident), 
Lou Citroen (Resident), Frances Knight (Resident), Antonia van Geuns 
(Resident), Nicola Fortune (Mount Alexander Cycling), Leigh Meade 
(Tarrengower Cactus Control Group), Margaret Paynter (Resident), Sarah 
Jane Peters, Jackie Heath and Phillip Walker (Chewton Pool). 

 
 2. APOLOGIES/LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

 Nil. 

  

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
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4. OFFICER REPORTS 

 

4.1. Our People 

 

Nil. 

 

4.2. Our Place  

 

Nil. 



  

 

 

Agenda - Mount Alexander Special Meeting of Council 25 May 2021 Page 6 of 14 

4.3. Our Economy 

 

4.3.1. 2021/2022 Budget - Public Submissions 
 

4.3.1. 2021/2022 BUDGET - PUBLIC SUBMISSIONS – CAROLYN ROSS - (45 Minutes) 

This Report is For Information 

Responsible Director: Director Corporate and Community Services, Lisa Knight 
Responsible Officer: Executive Manager Corporate Services, Carolyn Ross 
Attachments: 1. Summary of Public Budget Submissions 2021-2022 [4.3.1.1 - 

6 pages] 
2. Copy of Budget Submissions 2021-2022 [4.3.1.2 - 46 pages] 

Executive Summary 

At the Meeting of Council on 20 April 2021, Council resolved to give public notice that 
Council had prepared a budget for 2021/2022. This document was available for public 
viewing for 28 days. Members of the public were invited to provide submissions to the Budget 
by 5.00 pm Wednesday 19 May 2021. 

At the Special Meeting of Council on 25 May 2021, Council will hear from those submitters 
who indicated they wished to speak in support of their submission. 

Council will then consider the submissions in readiness for the adoption of the proposed 
Annual Budget 2021/2022 at the Meeting of Council on Tuesday 16 June 2021. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Notes the submissions to the proposed Annual Budget 2021/2022, and hears the 
presentations in support of those submissions; and 

2. Considers the submissions to the proposed Annual Budget 2021/2022 prior to 
adoption of the budget at the Meeting of Council to be held on Tuesday 16 June 
2021. 

  



  

 

 

Agenda - Mount Alexander Special Meeting of Council 25 May 2021 Page 7 of 14 

Context 

At the Meeting of Council on 20 April 2021, Council resolved to publicly advertise the 
Proposed Budget 2021/2022 for a period of 28 days. This process enables members of the 
public to review the budget and invites such members to provide feedback to Council. If a 
person or organisation wishes to speak to their budget submission, Council will hear them 
speak at a Special Meeting of Council to be held on 25 May 2021. 

Issues 

A total of 23 submissions were received by the closing time of 5.00 pm on Wednesday 19 
May 2021. Nine submitters confirmed they wished to address Council concerning their 
submission. 

A summary of the submissions is shown below: 

 

a. Bob and Judy Forde  

Seeks to understand current and prior year funding for works in Guildford, as well as seeking 
funding for a feasibility study for the Castlemaine to Maryborough rail trail. 

 

b. Margaret Cromb  

Would like to see finance for weed control in bushland associated with the Castlemaine 
Botanical Gardens included in the budget. 

 

c. Marli Wallace 

Provides feedback on a number of items presented in the proposed budget document. 

 

d. Jess Drake 

Questions how much money needs to be spent on roads and infrastructure? Could the 
money be spent elsewhere, like on accessible transport options? Getting prepared for 
climate change? Community health and housing? And for other short and long term 
problems our shire is facing? Is there a reason we have to spend that much money on roads 
and infrastructure (e.g. legal requirements)? 

 

e. Regional Roads Victoria - Northern Region (Bendigo) 

Vicroads/Department of Transport have recently been advised that CFA have identified that 
the provision of white triangle markings on pavement would provide added benefit to 
emergency ground staff when locating street hydrants for firefighting purposes. 
Vicroads/Department of Transport are supportive of this and will be including in future 
supplement documentation. Councils are advised to provide for the provision of white triangle 
pavement markings as part of any future budget. 
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f. Vera Hemkes 

Request to seal Barker and Bagshaw Streets, Harcourt, including petition signed by 
residents. 

 

g. Lou Citroen 

As part of Council’s invitation for community feedback on the draft Budget, we write to urge 
MASC to reconsider its position and consider setting aside an amount - e.g. as little as 
$12,500 (contingent or multi-year) - as a contribution towards a feasibility study (for the 
proposed Castlemaine - Maryborough rail trail). The same request has been made to the 
Central Goldfields Shire Council (CGSC) for its budget. 

 

h. Frances Knight 

There is no safe pedestrian access to the Botanical Gardens - despite this being a very 
popular and much-promoted asset in the area. At a time when all sectors of the population 
are encouraged to walk more the only safe way into the Gardens is, in fact, by car. 

 

i. Antonia van Geuns 

The management of stormwater that impacts Yeats St (West) properties needs attention. 

 

j. Nicola Fortune 

Express my strong support for the 2021-22 Budget to commit funds required to complete the 
Campbells Creek Castlemaine Walking and Cycling Trail by constructing the 'missing link' 
between Princess St and Honeycomb Road-Scott Court intersection. 

 

k. Judy Annear 

I am writing to emphasise the importance of completing the Campbells Creek cycling and 
walking trail. While I am aware that the State Government announced funding to do this vital 
work last week, I decided to write to both congratulate and encourage as this project has now 
been pending for at least 15 years. 

I congratulate the Council on securing funding to complete the trail within two years from now 
and I sincerely hope we can all enjoy what promises to be a very beautiful and worthwhile 
addition to the Shire. 

 

l. Castlemaine Football Netball Club 
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Urgent progression of the Camp Reserve Master Plan and allocation of appropriate budget to 
ensure that this occurs as quickly as possible. 

 

m. Taradale Community Forum Inc. 

Requests a budget allocation for a full detailed design and costing for a new teenage 
recreation space based on community needs and the site opportunity. 

 

n. Mt Alexander Cycling 

1. Collecting robust data on cycling and walking activity must be a high priority for the 
Council in setting its strategy. 

2. MAC is also concerned at the low level of capital expenditure for cycling and walking 
infrastructure proposed in each year of the budget projections.  

3. Additionally, MAC is confident that some key improvements can be made to cycling 
and walking for both residents and visitors without high levels of capital expenditure.  

4. Provision should be made in the Shire’s 2021-22 Budget for a cycling and walking 
behaviour study of the Castlemaine town centre.  

5. MAC recommends that the Council should not be responsible for meeting the full 
costs of walking and cycling infrastructure.  

6. There appears to be no emphasis in the draft budget on the safety of cyclists, 
walkers and other road users. Safety is a prime objective of MAC and we will press that 
case. One illustrative example, in Section 2.1 People / Services / Community Safety & 
Amenity (page 7) is that “road safety” is not mentioned. Nor does it feature in Section 
2.2 Our Place / Services / Infrastructure or Roads & Paths (page 10). 

 

o. Lee Mead  

I request Council increase the priority of our natural environment by increasing funding to: 

1. employ more Natural Environment Officers 

2. increase management of noxious and environmental weeds on both public land and 
private properties 

3. commit to an increased, permanent annual budget for noxious and environmental 
weed management within the Shire 

4. create a long-term “Weed Management Plan” with ongoing measurable actions, 
including vital follow-up treatments of weed infestations 

 

p. Tarrangower Cactus Control Group Inc. 

Requests Council to increase their commitment to: 
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1. Protecting our natural environment 

2. Funding noxious weed management on public lands 

3. Funding enforcement of the Local Law “Noxious Weed Control” on private properties 

 

q. Allison Nye 

1. Review Parking charges/rules. 

2. Get serious about dog breeches around town. 

3. Address the imbalance of commercial rates being paid by those in the zoned 
commercial areas when more than this is being used for commercial purposes across 
shire 

4. Make Barker St, 2nd block East especially a clean, vibrant place to work, shop and 
visit. 

5. Review the need for so many paid staff at Visitors centre.  

6. Councillors should look closely at why our shire has such a large turnover of staff.  

7. Closer scrutiny should be made on different department’s budgets: e.g.: Ray 
Bradfield rooms received a questionable new dishwasher partly funded by a grant, and 
a new sparkling stove, long overdue BUT gas ???? This type of purpose does not fit in 
with the Shires own sustainability long term plan, and the rooms are serviced by solar 
panels.  

8. Very long overdue: upgrade toilet block Lyttleton St 

 

r. Asha Benham-Bannon 

I would like to see more of the budget allocated to caring for the environment. 

 

s. Rebecca Morecroft 

We write to congratulate Council and to ask that the completion of the Campbells Creek 
cycling and walking track is prioritised in the 2021/2022 financial year.  

We congratulate Council on securing funding to complete the trail within two years. We ask 
that Council reflect this as a priority project in the 2021/2022 budget. We also ask that 
community is consulted on the final bridge/s design for the missing link. We look forward to 
utilising the trail for many years to come. 

 

t. Margaret Panter  
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1.  Ongoing removal of invasive weeds, to be organised by Council staff, with input 
from the community, but not making community volunteers responsible for managing 
this work. 

2.  Other measures to protect the shire’s natural heritage such as communicating 
Council’s environment policies to all departments and overseeing their implementation. 

3.  Increasing the Natural Environment Officer hours to at least one full time equivalent. 

 

u. Friends of Box Ironbark Forests (FOBI) 

1. More permanent staff time dedicated to caring for the natural environment 

2. Commitment to further ongoing funds for environmental works each year 

 

v. Chewton Pool Inc. 

Seeking assistance from Council to improve the safety of the pool operations, by increasing 
the annual allocation to the Chewton swimming pool to $74,500 so that we can increase the 
number of lifeguards and hours of operational staff. 

 

w. Allison Nye 

Request a regular cleaner/maintenance worker to: 

- Heavy duty gurney to clean footpath -steamer weed killer to address weed growing 
along footpath, edges , around bins etc.  

- Assist to clean up graffiti and tagging along street, laneways and objects.  

- Regularly clean top of bin structures, and around base of where bin sits 

 

 

Finance and Resource Implications 

The proposed Annual Budget document details both the operating and capital incomes and 
expenditure for Council for the 2021/2022 financial year. The budget includes detailed 
information on the operating result, capital expenditure and rating, as well as cash and 
investments, borrowings and reserve balances. 
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Risk Analysis 

Financial risk: 

In developing the Annual Budget, Council is prudently and proactively managing its financial 
obligations, sustainability, and risk. This public submission process allows the Mount 
Alexander Shire community to share with Council their ideas, concerns, support or non-
support of the proposed Annual Budget 2021/2022. 

Climate Impact Statement 

In developing the proposed Annual Budget 2021/2022, Council can choose to allocate funds 
to address the impacts of climate change directly or indirectly. 

Community submissions can also be concerned with the impacts of climate change. 

Alternate Options 

Council could choose not to engage with residents and ratepayers concerning the Proposed 
Annual Budget however Officers do not recommend this approach. Many people in our 
community are interested in Council’s Budget and providing them with an opportunity to 
review the budget and provide their feedback is an important step to be undertaken before 
Council adopts the budget. 

Communication and Consultation 

The Communication and Consultation plan is not attached. 

Consult: 

We will keep our community informed, listen to and acknowledge concerns and aspirations, 
and provide feedback on how community input influenced the decision. We will seek 
community feedback on drafts and proposals. 

Consultation has been conducted by placing the proposed Annual Budget 2021/2022 on 
public exhibition for a period of 28 days on Council’s website, as well as placing hard copies 
at the Castlemaine Library and the Civic Centre. 

Legislation 

Local Government Act 2020 

Section 94 (1) of the Act states that a council must prepare and adopt a budget for each 
financial year and the subsequent 3 financial years by 30 June each year (or by any other 
date fixed by the Minister). 

Section 55 (1) of the Act states that a council must adopt and maintain a community 
engagement policy. Council adopted its Policy at its Meeting on 16 February 2021, and this 
Policy did not require deliberative engagement to be undertaken for the Annual Budget. 
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Strategies and Policy Impacts 

Council Plan 2017-2021 

Our Economy - An innovation and sustainable organisation. 

 Community engagement strategies and methods are accessible to all community 
members. 

 Facilitate and support a transparent and innovative culture. 

 Maintain financial sustainability to deliver the Council Plan. 

Declarations of Conflict of Interest 

Under Section 130 of the Local Government Act 2020, Officers providing advice to Council 
must disclose any interests, including the type of interest. 

No conflicts of interest 

The Officers involved in reviewing this report, having made enquiries with the relevant 
members of staff, report that there are no conflicts of interest to be disclosed. 
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Attachment_4.3.1.1 page 2 

5. CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 

 
 Nil. 

  

6. MEETING CLOSE 
 

 

 


