
 

MINUTES 

 

OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF COUNCIL 

To hear submissions to the 2020/2021 proposed budget, in 
accordance with Section 223 of the Local Government Act 

1989 

Held on Tuesday 28 July 2020  

At 5.34 PM in the 

Mount Alexander Shire Council Chamber, 

Civic Centre, Corner Lyttleton Street and Lloyd Street, Castlemaine VIC 3450. 



  

 

 

Agenda - Mount Alexander Special Meeting of Council 28 July 2020 Page 2 of 11 

 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

1. PRESENT ................................................................................................................................... 4 

2. APOLOGIES/LEAVE OF ABSENCE ......................................................................................... 4 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND CONFLICTS OF INTEREST ......................................... 4 

4. OFFICER REPORTS .................................................................................................................. 4 

4.1. Our People.............................................................................................................................. 4 

4.2. Our Place ................................................................................................................................ 4 

4.3. Our Economy ......................................................................................................................... 5 

4.3.1. 2020/2021 Budget – Section 223 Submissions ..................................................................... 5 

5. MEETING CLOSE .................................................................................................................... 11 

 



  

 

 

Agenda - Mount Alexander Special Meeting of Council 28 July 2020 Page 3 of 11 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

 

To start the official proceedings 

I would like to acknowledge that we are meeting on Jaara country 

of which the members and elders of the Jaara Jaara community and their 

forebears have been custodians for many centuries 

and have performed age old ceremonies of celebration, initiation and renewal. 

We acknowledge their living culture and their unique role in the life of this region. 

 

Council Meetings are audio and video recorded and are made available to the public via 
electronic media including YouTube. 

The Local Government Act (the Act), Part 12, Section 395 of the Act states that ‘Council meetings 

may be closed to the public during the prescribed period’ (1 May 2020 - 1 November 2020), 

provided it is live streamed. This is to ensure Local Government decision-making can continue and 

remains transparent during the coronavirus pandemic. 
 

This meeting is open to only to those submitters who wish speak to their submissions to the 

proposed Annual Budget 2020/2021 and for Councillors to hear their presentations. 
 

Councillors and council staff are required to continue to act in accordance with the Councillors 

Code of Conduct and the Local Government Acts 1989 and 2020, local laws and other Acts and 

policies as prescribed. 
 

Where there are technical difficulties in being able to broadcast the meeting to the public, the 

meeting will be adjourned for 30 minutes until the issue is resolved or postponed to 6.00 pm,  

4 August 2020. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

That Council: 

 

1. Closes the Special Meeting of Council 28 July 2020 under the Local Government Act 

2020, Part 12, section 395; and 

2. Notes that where there are technical difficulties in being able to broadcast the meeting 

to the public, the meeting will be adjourned for 30 minutes until the issue is resolved or 

postponed to 6.00 pm, 4 August 2020. 

 

MOVED Councillor Nieman 

 

That the recommendation be adopted. 

 

SECONDED Councillor Petrusma 

 

CARRIED. 
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1. PRESENT 

 Councillors: Tony Cordy, Christine Henderson, Stephen Gardner, Max Lesser, Bronwen 
Machin, John Nieman and Dave Petrusma. 

 

Officers: Chief Executive Officer (Darren Fuzzard), Director Corporate and 
Community Services (Lisa Knight), Director Infrastructure and Development 
(Jess Howard), Executive Manager Corporate Services (Carolyn Ross) and 
Principal Governance Officer (Augustine Sheppard). 

2. APOLOGIES/LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Nil. 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

Nil. 

4. OFFICER REPORTS 

4.1. Our People 

Nil. 

4.2. Our Place  

Nil. 
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4.3. Our Economy 

4.3.1. 2020/2021 Budget – Section 223 Submissions 
 

4.3.1. 2020/2021 BUDGET – SECTION 223 SUBMISSIONS  

This Report is For Information 

Responsible Director: Director Corporate and Community Services, Lisa Knight 
Responsible Officer: Executive Manager Corporate Services, Carolyn Ross 
Attachments: 1. Attachment - Public Budget Submissions 2020-2021 [4.3.1.1 - 

12 pages] 

Executive Summary 

At the Ordinary Meeting of Council on 16 June 2020, Council resolved to give public notice 
that Council had prepared a budget for 2020/2021. This document was available for public 
viewing for the minimum statutory period of 28 days. Members of the public were invited to 
provide submissions to the Budget, in accordance with Section 223 of the Local Government 
Act 1989 (the Act), by 5.00 pm, Wednesday 15 July 2020.  

Council will hear from those submitters who indicated they wished to speak in support of their 
submission. 

Council will then consider the submissions in readiness for the adoption of the proposed 
Annual Budget 2020/2021 at the Ordinary Meeting of Council on Tuesday 18 August 2020. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Notes the submissions, and hears the presentations in support of those 
submissions, to the proposed Annual Budget 2020/2021 in accordance with 
Section 223 of the Local Government Act 1989. 

2. Considers the submissions to the proposed Annual Budget 2020/2021 prior to its 
adoption at the Ordinary Meeting of Council to be held on Tuesday 18 August 
2020. 

 

MOVED Councillor Nieman 

 

That the recommendation be adopted. 

 

SECONDED Councillor Cordy 

 

CARRIED. 
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Context 

If a person or organisation wishes to speak to their submission, Council must hear 
submissions made to the proposed Annual Budget 2020/2021 under Section 223 of the Local 
Government Act 1989 (the Act).  

At the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 16 June 2020, Council resolved to undertake the 
following: 

That Council: 

1. Publicly advertise the Proposed Budget 2020/2021. 

2. Make the Proposed Budget 2020/2021 available for review on Council’s website. 

3. Hear any person who wishes to be heard, and who has made a written 
submission, by 5.00 pm 15 July 2020 in relation to the Proposed Budget 
2020/2021, at a Special Meeting of Council to be held (possibly online, in response 
to COVID–19 restrictions) at 5.30 pm on 28 July 2020. 

4. Consider any submissions made and adopts the Council Budget 2020/2021 at the 
Ordinary Meeting of Council to be held on 18 August 2020. 

5. Authorise the Chief Executive Officer to undertake minor editorial changes to the 
Proposed Budget 2020/2021 if required. 

MOVED Councillor Lesser 

 

That the recommendation be adopted. 

 

SECONDED Councillor Cordy 

 

CARRIED.  
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Issues 

A total of five submissions were received by the closing time of 5.00 pm on Wednesday 15 
July 2020. Two submitters confirmed they wished to address Council concerning their 
submission.  

One late submission was received and Councillors have requested this submission be 
included on the public record. 

A summary of the submissions is shown below: 

Name Submission 

(Please Note:  All submissions are sic erat scriptum {sic}.  Any 
errors or omissions have not been corrected or included by the 
author of this paper). 

L Kanost  Questions whether we are doing cultural burn-offs here in 
Victoria and specifically our region. We have the Council 
connections with elders in the area to allow this training to 
be integrated into the district plans and potentially 
expressions of interest for locals to be trained. Please can 
we consider this formally as part of the climate change 
plans (and slate it for consideration on the upcoming 
Climate Change Action Plan) for this district? 

 Perhaps this can be escalated by the local district in the 
next round of Pick My Project. 

M Panter  Raise the status of indigenous vegetation conservation, 
ensuring that funding is adequate for all departments to 
become familiar with Council policies on Environment and 
Roadside Conservation Management and for these 
policies to be implemented in the spirit as well as the 
letter. 

 Acknowledge the value of streetscapes with indigenous 
vegetation in. 

 Increase funds for weed removal.4. Allocate adequate 
funding for informing Infrastructure staff about the 
environmental effects of their proposals. 

 Avoid wasting money on unpopular, environmentally 
damaging projects. 

 Spend the Christmas decoration money on something 
more useful such as weed removal. 

D Frew & G Totta  Request to freeze rates or allow a significant percentage 
to be waived to those affected by COVID-19 
circumstances. 

R Engwerda & P Biggins  The general objectives the shire appears to be following 
are sound but, in these times, self-funded retirees, whose 
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Name Submission 

(Please Note:  All submissions are sic erat scriptum {sic}.  Any 
errors or omissions have not been corrected or included by the 
author of this paper). 

incomes have been hit hard, get no government 
assistance whatsoever and thus have to tighten their belts. 

 A 2% increase in rates might not sound like much but it all 
adds up 

 We would encourage the council to delay any works not 
essential e.g. street beautification works where public 
safety is not affected. 

 We believe far too much is being spent on ‘play spaces’. 
How can you justify spending $633,000 on kids’ play in 
Harcourt?? Why not scale back somewhat? 

CycleSafe  U-bars and better signage to slow vehicles at the 2 new 
crossings on Forest St and Hargreaves St. 

 Repair dips in Forest Ck Trail and Campbells Creek Trail 
where water collects and creates mud soaks that are dirty 
and hard to ride through and may be dangerous to riders 

 Removing areas of larger stones along Forest Ck Trail and 
Campbells Creek Trail and repair erosion ruts that are all 
dangerous for cyclists and mobility users. 

 Completion of path connecting from behind tennis courts 
in Castlemaine to Forest Creek Trail via underbridge at 
Duke St (Best Motors) and connection to Wesley Hill 
Reserve. 

 Completion of clear shared path along Gingell St between 
rail station and Parker St/The Mill 

 Safer crossing with cycle lane across Walker St between 
the Mill and Botanical Gardens connecting to Campbell’s 
Creek Trail. 

 Running Campbell’s Creek trail through Camp Reserve 
and under Bridge on forest St to link trail to Railway station 
on W side. 

 Vehicle free Shared path north from E side of railway 
station to railway crossing and along Parker St to The Mill 
and also a south option from the railway station along 
Kennedy St down to Forest St and joining to the 
underpass. 

 Investigation into the Goldfields Rail Trail proposal 
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Name Submission 

(Please Note:  All submissions are sic erat scriptum {sic}.  Any 
errors or omissions have not been corrected or included by the 
author of this paper). 

 Support for Newstead Walks and Wheels and a bike trail 
connection to Newstead 

 Funding a dedicated position for a Cycling Officer at 
council. 

 Extension of Forest Creek trail towards Golden Point 
Reservoir 

 Clear Signage from Tourist info Centre to Castlemaine-
Maldon Trail off road route for families to ride safely. 

 Correction of incorrect signs on Castlemaine-Maldon trail 
that CycleSafe alerted Council to not long after the 
completion of that project. 

 We also request that council stop combining budgets for 
walking/cycling which disguises the true funding being 
allocated to cycling infrastructure. 

A Nye  Detailed two-page submission covering a wide range of 
issues. Please see submission for further information, 
noting that obtaining an Officer response has not been 
possible due to the turnaround time for preparation of 
Meeting papers and this submission was received late. 

Finance and Resource Implications 

The proposed Annual Budget document details both the operating and capital incomes and 
expenditure for Council for the 2020/2021 financial year. The budget includes detailed 
information on the operating result, capital expenditure and rating, as well as cash and 
investments, borrowings and reserve balances. 

Risk Analysis 

Financial risk: 

In developing the Annual Budget, Council is prudently and proactively managing its financial 
obligations, sustainability, and risk. This public submission process allows the Mount 
Alexander Shire community to share with Council their ideas, concerns, support or non-
support of the proposed Annual Budget 2020/2021. 

Climate Impact Statement 

In developing the proposed Annual Budget 2020/2021, Council can choose to allocate funds 
to address the impacts of climate change directly or indirectly.  

Community submissions can also be concerned with the impacts of climate change. 
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Alternate Options 

There are no alternate options.  Under Section 129(2) of the Act; a person has a right to 
make a submission under Section 223 of the Act on any proposal contained in the proposed 
budget. 

Communication and Consultation 

Consult: 

We will keep our community informed, listen to and acknowledge concerns and aspirations, 
and provide feedback on how community input influenced the decision. We will seek 
community feedback on drafts and proposals. 

Consultation has been conducted in accordance with Section 223 of the Act. The proposed 
Annual Budget 2020/2021 has been on public exhibition for the minimum statutory period of 
28 days on Council’s website. Summary information was provided in the Midland Express 
and Castlemaine Mail. 

Legislation 

Local Government Act 1989  

Section 127 of the Act states that Council must prepare a budget for each financial year. 

Section 129 of the Act states that Council must give public notice that a budget has been 
prepared and that a person has a right to make a submission under Section 223 of the Act.  

Strategies and Policy Impacts 

Council Plan 2017-2021 

Our Economy - An innovation and sustainable organisation. 

 Community engagement strategies and methods are accessible to all community 
members. 

 Facilitate and support a transparent and innovative culture. 

 Maintain financial sustainability to deliver the Council Plan. 

Declarations of Conflict of Interest 

Under section 130 of the Local Government Act 2020, officers providing advice to Council 
must disclose any interests, including the type of interest.  

No conflicts of interest 

The Officers involved in reviewing this report, having made enquiries with the relevant 
members of staff, report that there are no conflicts of interest to be disclosed. 
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The Mayor asked those who wished to speak to their submissions made to the proposed 
Annual Budget 2020/2021 under Section 223 of the Local Government Act 1989 (the Act). 

a. Ms Margaret Panter, Needle Grass Remover and Representative of Castlemaine Field 
Naturalists. 

 
Ms Panter asked for Council to consider additional funding in the Proposed Budget to be 
allocated to the removal of weeds within the Shire, noting that the Shires natural eco 
systems and remnant indigenous vegetation is one of its assets. She also suggested that 
funding also be allocated so all Council departments to become familiar with Council 
policies on Environment and Roadside Conservation Management. Ms Panter stated that 
instead of Council spending $20,000 per year on Christmas decorations that the money 
be spent on weed eradication. 

 
b. Greg Waddell – Cyclesafe. 
 
Mr Waddell thanked Council for the improved infrastructure for cyclists, but noted that there 
are still some safety works that has to be done, particularly around the shared path situation. 
He asked Council to clarify what is being specifically spent on cycling infrastructure and 
suggested that Council allocate money to improve the gaps. 
 

 The Chief Executive Officer responded by advising that much of the renewal under the 
Walking and Cycling Strategy is footpaths. However; there is a proposed crossing on 
Barker Street, Castlemaine and Council is currently seeking funding for the Campbells 
Creek trail. 

 The Mayor asked of the number of projects suggested in Mr Waddell’s submission, which 
have varying costs, what was his top three. 

 
Mr Waddell advised that if any of the suggested projects could be achieved that would be a 
good outcome. He went on to suggest a path behind the Western Reserve to the Forest 
Creek footbridge and then further on to the sporting facility in McGrath Street, Castlemaine 
and any path connections the Castlemaine Railway Station for commuters. 

 
 

Attachment_4.3.1.1 

5. MEETING CLOSE 
 

Meeting Closed at 5.55 pm 
 


