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Coronavirus update 
The Victorian Government 
recently announced a coronavirus 
(COVID-19) roadmap to reopening 
for Victoria. The roadmap outlines 
the steps for easing restrictions, 
subject to public health advice and 
case numbers, with separate paths 
for metropolitan Melbourne and 
Regional Victoria. 
Regional Victoria began the Second 
Step of eased restrictions at 
11:59pm on Sunday 13 September 
2020. There are still only four 
reasons to leave home. They are 
for school or work (if these cannot 
be done from home), care or 
caregiving, to purchase essentials 
and exercise. Other key points 
include:
• Up to five people from a maximum 
of two households can meet 
outdoors for exercise and social 
interaction. 

• Outdoor pools and playgrounds 
are able to open.

• People living alone or single 
parents can nominate one person 
to visit home in a social bubble. 

• Childcare is open to all children 
and schools will start a staged 
return to onsite learning from Term 
4. 

• Restaurants and cafes open for 
takeaway and delivery only. 

• Retail and hairdressing open, with 
density rules and other restrictions.

For more information visit 
www.vic.gov.au/coronavirus.

Council service update
While we continue to deliver 
essential services, our Customer 
Service Centre is closed to the 
public. Contact us by phone, email 
or lodge a customer service request 
via our website. Playspaces have 
reopened for use in line with public 
gathering requirements. Skate and 
BMX parks remain closed.

Help is here
If you are feeling lonely or 
isolated, help is just a phone call 
away thanks to the Victorian 
Government’s Community 
Activation and Social Isolation 
(CASI) initiative. Call the 
Coronavirus Hotline on 1800 675 
398 and press option 3 to speak 
with a volunteer from the Australian 
Red Cross to talk about your needs. 
They can also put you in touch 
with a local community connector 
at Council who can organise extra 
social, emotional or practical 
support from local services and 
organisations.

COVID-19 support service
For local help and information 
regarding COVID-19, or referral to 
a local community organisation or 
service, call our COVID-19 support 
number on 1800 512 446 between 
8.30am and 5.00pm (Monday to 
Friday), email us at 
covid19@mountalexander.
vic.gov.au or visit www.
connectmountalexander.com.au.

Join Get Active Victoria
The Victorian Government has 
launched a new website to help 
you stay active. Get Active Victoria 
offers free information and 
resources to keep you moving, 
with videos of guided workouts, 
challenges and games for all ages. 
Visit www.getactive.vic.gov.au to 
sign up. 

Planning notice - Supermarket
Information on Planning 
Application PA054/2019 regarding 
the proposed supermarket on 
Duke, Urquhart and Forest streets 
in Castlemaine, is advertised in this 
week’s Midland Express. See the 
classifieds section for details.

Council elections
The 2020 Council elections will 
be conducted by postal vote in 
October. If you are interested in 
running as a candidate you must 
complete a mandatory training 
course. Nominations close at noon 
on Tuesday 22 September. For 
more information for candidates 
visit www.mountalexander.vic.gov.
au/CouncilElections. Council will 
move into caretaker period from 
noon on Tuesday 22 September 
until 6.00pm on Saturday 24 
October to ensure an open and 
fair election for all candidates. 
For more information about the 
elections visit www.vec.vic.gov.au. 

Employment opportunities
Business Support Officer – 
Engineering – part time, ongoing.
Applications close at 9.00am on 
Monday 28 September.
For more information or to apply 
visit our website. 

Council meetings
The next Council Meeting will be 
held at 6.30pm on Tuesday 15 
September. It will be broadcast on 
YouTube.

Please note: The pandemic 
situation is changing rapidly. This 
information was correct at the time 
of going to print.


