Mount Alexander Shire Council
Land Management Rate Program Guideline
What is the Land Management Rate Program?
The objective of the Land Management Rate Program (LMRP) is to support and encourage
responsible land management that improves the condition of the natural environment on
privately owned land across Mount Alexander Shire.
Successful applicants will receive the Land Management Rate (LMR) which is an incentive
consisting of a 20% reduction off the general property rate for the next two financial years.

How do I apply?
You must apply by submitting the on-line application form at Councils website at
www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au/LMR.
Applications will be received until COB Friday 1 March 2019.
Further information on how to complete the application form is contained below.

Who is eligible?
To be eligible to participate in the LMRP landholders must own a property greater than 20
hectares and/or be a registered farm business. (That is, a property less than 20 hectares
can be eligible if it is operating as a registered farm business).

When does the three-year Program commence?
The LMRP cycle one will commence at the beginning of financial year 2018-2019, and end
on 30 June 2021. Landholders who apply in the midst of the three-year cycle will be able to
participate in the next financial year/s until 30 June 2021.

What must I include in my application?
Eligible landholders who meet the minimum standards for participation are required to
submit an application form that:


Describes how they will meet their duty of care



Shows what additional action/s or project/s they will undertake for the following
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Includes a property map describing the location of proposed works and actions

What do I need to do on property to receive the LMR?
To participate in the LMRP, landholders must firstly meet their 'duty of care’ as defined in
the Victorian Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994 (CaLP Act).
The CaLP Act is a state law that aims to protect primary production and the environment
from the effects of pest plants and animals.
The CaLP Act defines the roles and responsibilities for, and regulates the management of,
noxious weeds and pest animals. It is not the role of Council to provide financial incentives
to landholders to meet their obligations under this legalisation. However, Council’s position
is that landholders must meet their basic ‘duty of care’ under the CaLP Act if they wish to be
considered to receive the LMR.
‘Duty of care’ as implied in the CaLP Act means that landholders are responsible to take all
reasonable steps to:


avoid causing or contributing to land degradation which causes or may cause damage
to land of another land owner



conserve soil



protect water resources



eradicate regionally prohibited weeds and prevent the growth and spread of regionally
controlled weeds



prevent the spread of, and as far as possible eradicate, established pest animals

In addition to these ‘duty of care’ actions, at least one additional land or water management
action must be completed. This can include any of the following:


Control of pest plants and animals other than regionally prohibited or controlled
species



Prevention and control of erosion and salinity
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Revegetation (with local native species)



Protection of remnant vegetation



Improvement of river/wetland health



Increase in soil carbon content and soil health



Application of approved sustainable farming practices with current relevant
certification.
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Examples of additional land and water management actions are described in Table 1.
Table 1: Examples of appropriate actions
Category of action
Control of pest plants and
animals other than regionally
prohibited or controlled species

Prevention and control of erosion
and salinity

Examples
 Spraying and/or mechanical removal of non-listed agricultural
and environmental weeds
 Ripping and fumigation of rabbit warrens, above and beyond
minimum requirements
 Revegetation of salinity recharge areas
 Planting of approved salt tolerant vegetation on salt-affected
areas
 Mechanical treatment of areas of soil erosion

Revegetation (with local native
species)
Protection of remnant vegetation

 Planting of tubestock or direct seeding to create new wildlife
habitat
 Fencing to exclude/manage grazing from remnant habitat
 Maintenance of fallen timber and woody debris

Improvement of river/wetland
health
Increase in soil carbon content
and soil health

Application of approved
sustainable farming practices
with current relevant Certification

 Fencing and grazing management along rivers and streams
 Revegetation of buffer strips along waterways
 Zero or minimum till cropping practices
 Establishment and maintenance of perennial pasture species
and retention of ground cover to meet minimum standards
(70% cover at autumn break)
 As defined in National Standard for Organic and Bio-Dynamic
Produce and certified by the relevant organic /biodynamic
certification organisation

Please note that some actions as outlined in Table 1 may require approval from relevant
authorities, such as the Catchment Management Authority for works on waterways.
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What about tenanted or leased land?
Applications under the LMRP can only be made by property owners. For tenants and
property owners currently leasing land that may be eligible under the LMRP, please read
the following carefully:


Tenants leasing land that may be eligible for the LMRP are encouraged to contact the
property owner to discuss a potential application under this Program.



Landowners leasing land can apply for the LMRP, however they will need to comply
with the requirements of the Program and negotiate agreed land management
outcomes with the tenant.



It is the responsibility of the landowner to give adequate notification to tenants of any
property inspection organised with Council officers and/or representative.

How will the Program be implemented and monitored?
Landholders participating in the LMRP are required to provide a report on progress/actions
through a standard template and appropriate attachments. Please watch this space for
further details on what this will look like.
For example, the report will need to include an initial or updated property management/farm
plan together with accompanying evidence. Certified organic/biodynamic properties can
provide a current copy of relevant certification documentation as evidence of works
additional to their duty of care.
To ensure that landholders receiving this rate are acting in accordance with the objectives
of the Program and actively undertaking their proposed actions:


A small number of randomly selected property visits will be conducted annually by
Council officers through a pre−arranged schedule with landholders.



An audit of the program will be undertaken once every three years to evaluate its
effectiveness and efficiency. This audit will include a survey of recipients and a small
number of property visits.
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Further information on how to complete your application form:

How to describe proposed land management actions on
my application form?
The LMRP application form requires you to describe the proposed land and water
management actions. Table 2 below provides an example of how to complete this section.
Note that at least one additional action must be described. Up to ten additional actions can
be listed.
Table 2: Example of description of proposed actions
Action
Brief description of
Number land management
issue and works
proposed for 20182019, 2019-2020 and
2020-2021
1
Fence off creek and
exclude grazing
2
3
4
5

Sow perennial pasture
on eroded bank
Spray Bridal Creeper
in bush block
Rip and fumigate
rabbit warrens
Exclude grazing from
bush block

Location of works –
use property
identifier if known1

Muddy Creek
Crown Allotment
4020
Allotment 7 Section
2
Allotment 7 Section
2
Whole property
Allotment 7 Section
2

Activity
measures (ha of
treatment,
length of
fencing, number
of plants etc.)
5 ha of grazing
exclusion, 1 km
of fencing
1 ha

When will works
be completed

5 ha

Sept 2020

3 active
warrens
5 ha

Ongoing

Dec 2019
August 2019

Sept 2021

Mapping your project
Your Map must:



Describe the location of the proposed land and water management actions



All proposed actions must be numbered according to how you list them on your
application form.
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Different ways to make a map:
1.

Using the internet

There are many ways you can make a map from the internet. Below are some examples of
different ways you can access information to create a map. You may access information
from one of these suggested websites and then annotate it using Microsoft Word.
Remember to do this you may need to save your file in Microsoft Word first.


The Victorian Government Land Channel interactive mapping service managed by the
Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning
(http://services.land.vic.gov.au/maps/interactive.jsp) provides a simple tool for
developing a suitable property map/plan (refer to Figure 1). In this example the map
has been generated from this on-line mapping service, pasted into Microsoft Word and
has then had the text boxes added with the descriptive words. You just need to have it
saved all in one file before uploading it to the application form.



Google Maps/Google Earth – zoom to your property and either copy a screen image
into a word document and annotate it as in Figures 1 or 2, or alternatively print a hard
copy and use to create a ‘mud map’ as shown below in Figure 3.

Remember to save your map to your computer!
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1. Fence off creek and exclude grazing

2. Sow perennial pasture on eroded bank

3. Spray Bridal Creeper in bush block

4. Rip and fumigate rabbit warrens

5. Exclude grazing from bush block

Figure 1: Example map showing location of proposed works and actions (property boundary shown in black) using Victorian Government
interactive mapper.
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1. Fence off creek and exclude grazing

2. Sow perennial pasture on eroded bank

3. Spray Bridal Creeper in bush block

4. Rip and fumigate rabbit warrens

5. Exclude grazing from bush block

Figure 2: Example property map created from Google Maps or Google Earth
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2. Hand drawing a map
You could hand draw a ‘mud map’ such as that shown in Figure 3, which clearly lists (in
numbered format) and describes proposed works and actions along with sufficient locational
information to support the assessment.
Then take a photo of your hand drawn map on your phone. Or scan it onto your computer.
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Figure 3: Example of a suitable hand drawn property plan/’mud map’ showing location of
proposed action
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Tips for saving and uploading a map to the online application form

1. Save your map to your computer
2. Select ‘browse’ on the application form
3. Search and select your saved map file. Your map file will then be uploaded to your
application form.

