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Executive Summary
1.0

Introduction
The Heritage Study of the Shire of Newstead was commissioned in two
stages between 1998 and 2003 by the Mount Alexander Shire Council. The
study area was the municipality of the former Newstead Shire and included
(but was not limited to) the towns and rural centres of Campbells Creek,
Fryerstown Guildford, Newstead and Vaughan.
Wendy Jacobs, Architect & Heritage Consultant, was commissioned as the
principal consultant for both stages of the study. Stage 1 also involved Phil
Taylor, Historian; Stage 2 also involved Vicki Johnson, Architectural
Historian; Phil Taylor, Historian; Robyn Ballinger, Historian and Dr David
Rowe, Architectural Historian, Authentic Heritage Services Pty Ltd.

2.0

Project Objectives
Stage 1

The objectives of stage 1 were to:
 Prepare a thematic environmental history of post-contact settlement
and development of the study area;
 Identify all post-contact places of potential cultural significance in the
study area;
 Estimate the resources required to fully research, document, and
assess the cultural significance of all the places identified in Stage 1;
Stage 2

The objectives of Stage 2 were to:
 Rigorously assess and document the identified places of post-contact
cultural significance against the Australian Heritage Commission’s
criteria. This largely involved the assessment of those potential places
identified in Stage 1, together with heritage area precincts
 Review of the Thematic Environmental History;
 Provide recommendations for statutory registers;
 Provide recommendations for a heritage conservation program for the
study area;

3.0

Professional Criteria & Basis for Study
The basis to the preparation, identification and documentation of this study
was the Australia ICOMOS Burra Charter (November 1999). Assessment of
all heritage places within the study area was in accordance with the Criteria
of the Register of the National Estate, as prescribed in the VPP: Applying the
Heritage Overlay.

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, Dr. David Rowe and Robyn Ballinger
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4.0

Community Consultation
Community consultation formed an essential part of this project, with
informal meetings held to meet with community members in Stage 1. Stage 2
involved interviews (in person or by phone) with interested and
knowledgeable individuals about the history and developments of particular
parts of the study area or particular individual places; visits to historical
societies where historical information was gathered; and site visits and
follow-up meetings with individuals from Stage 1.

5.0

Results of the Study
Stage 2 of the Heritage Study of the Shire of Newstead has identified and
assessed 413 places of cultural heritage significance. Most of these places
have been identified in townships and smaller settlements.
Of this total:
 328 places have been recommended for inclusion or retention as a
heritage overlay on the Mount Alexander Planning Scheme (either as
individual places or places within a heritage precinct);
 23 places have been recommended for retention as an individual
heritage overlay on the Mount Alexander Planning Scheme (Note
HO971 and HO978 appear to relate to the same place);
 116 places have been recommended for individual inclusion as a
heritage overlay on the Mount Alexander Planning Scheme;
 25 places have been recommended for retention on the Victorian
Heritage Register;
 10 places have been recommended for addition to the Victorian
Heritage Register.
 18 places have been recommended for retention on the Victorian
Heritage Inventory (approximately 30 other places on the Victorian
Heritage Inventory are within the Castlemaine Diggings Heritage
National Park and are not listed separately);
 31 places have been recommended for addition to the Victorian
Heritage Inventory;
All of these places have been assessed according to the Australia ICOMOS
Burra Charter (November 1999) (see Section 4 and Appendix 6.02) and the
criteria for the Register of the National Estate, as prescribed in the VPP
Practice Note: Applying the Heritage Overlay (Appendix 6.07). The total
number of places identified also includes (for details of the terms used, refer
to Section 4):
 55 places of contributory significance within heritage precincts;
 85 conservation desirable places;

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, Dr. David Rowe and Robyn Ballinger
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5.1

Individual Places
The following breakdown indicates of the number of heritage places assessed,
according to their location and level of significance:
Location

Campbells Creek
Campbelltown
Fryerstown
Glenluce
Green Gully
Guildford
Irishtown
Joyces Creek
Muckleford South
Newstead
Sandon
Spring Gully
Strangways
Strathlea
Tarilta
Vaughan
Welshmans Reef
Werona
Yandoit Hills
Yapeen

Total
Number
of Places

Places of
State
Significance

94
6
42
4
5
37
5
5
6
94
10
16
13
4
5
18
9
4
10
26
413

5
1
5

3
2
2
1
1
1
7

2
1
2
2
35

Places of
Local
Significance

Contributory
within a
Heritage
Precinct

Conservation
Desirable
Places

19

23
3
4
3
3
9
3
1

47
2
25
1
2
20
2
5
71
7
3
11
2
7
7
1
5
20
238

8

5

14

8
2
6
2
4
3

9

55

2
2
3
4
85

Heritage
Inventory

1
1
3
1
5
2
2
1
1
13
3
5
3
1
1
3
3
49

Note that Heritage Inventory places have been assessed as of Local Significance,
Contributory or Conservation Desirable in addition to being recommended for addition to the
Victorian Heritage Inventory.

5.2

Heritage Precincts
Five heritage precincts were surveyed in the study.
1. Campbells Creek Heritage Precinct
2. Fryerstown Heritage Precinct
3. Guildford Heritage Precinct
4. Newstead Heritage Precinct
5. Vaughan Heritage Precinct

6.0

Heritage Program Recommendations

A.

Statutory Registers
 It is recommended that the heritage places identified, assessed and
documented according to the ICOMOS Burra Charter (November
1999) and the Criteria for the Register of the National Estate (as
prescribed in the VPP Practice Note: Applying the Heritage Overlay)
be nominated for the following statutory registers:




116 additional places of individual significance for the Mount
Alexander Planning Scheme (outside of heritage precincts). These
are in addition to the places already on the Planning Scheme.
10 places for the Victorian Heritage Register. These are in addition
to the places already on the Register.

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, Dr. David Rowe and Robyn Ballinger
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B.

31 places for the Victorian Heritage Inventory. These are in
addition to the places already on the Inventory.

Mount Alexander Shire Policy Review & Implementation
 It is recommended that an amendment to the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme be prepared that makes changes and/or additions to
the following municipal heritage policies, as outlined below:
 Municipal Strategic Statement- Heritage (Clause 21.11);
 Local Planning Policy Framework
 Local Planning Policies (Clause 22)
 Heritage
- Local Heritage Policy;
Campbells Creek Heritage Precinct
Fryerstown Heritage Precinct
Guildford Heritage Precinct
Newstead Heritage Precinct
Vaughan Heritage Precinct


Heritage Overlay
 Incorporation of five (5) nominated precinct areas;
 Incorporation of 136 nominated additional individual heritage
places identified in the former Newstead Shire (including those
individual heritage places within heritage precincts where controls
other than those provided for the precinct are recommended);

Municipal Strategic Statement
 It is recommended that Council review the current Municipal Strategic
Statement (MSS) to reflect the outcomes of the Heritage Study of the
Shire of Newstead. When preparing amendments to this scheme and
before making decisions about permit applications, the responsible
authority must take the MSS into account. It is therefore essential that
the MSS reflect the Shire’s Vision, Objectives and Strategies
regarding cultural heritage. The revised MSS should be in accordance
with the VPP Practice Note: Format of Municipal Strategic
Statements.
It is recommended that the revised Municipal Profile include a brief
overview of the extent, type and location of the heritage places of
cultural significance within the Shire.
It is recommended that the Key Influences section of the MSS briefly
examine the potential impacts of commercial, residential, rural,
tourism and other developments on cultural heritage in the Shire, and
the importance of retaining, enhancing and managing the Shire’s
cultural heritage as part of its identity. The Key Influences section
may also briefly explain the importance of the Heritage Study of the
Shire of Newstead as a critical tool in providing an understanding and
appreciation of the Shire’s heritage assets, together with the
importance of continuing the Shire’s Heritage Advisory Service to
assist both the Shire and owners/managers/occupiers of heritage
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, Dr. David Rowe and Robyn Ballinger
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places with conservation and new development. Additional funding
requirements may also be stipulated.
It is recommended that the Objectives, Strategies and Implementation
section of the MSS:
- Promote the conservation and enhancement of places of
individual or contributory cultural heritage significance within
the Shire;
- Promote the conservation and enhancement of those identified
heritage areas of cultural heritage significance within the Shire;
- Discourage demolition of heritage places;
- Promote other measures of conserving and understanding the
significance of heritage places through the preparation of
Conservation Management Plans and community awareness
programs;
- Promote new work for sites and buildings in heritage areas that
responds to the character, form, scale and context of its
surroundings through innovative design;
Local Planning Policy Framework
 It is recommended that a Local Heritage Policy in Clause 22: Local
Planning Policies in the Local Planning Policy Framework (LPPF) of
the Mount Alexander Planning Scheme be reviewed. This policy
should be reviewed in accordance with the VPP Practice Note:
Writing a Local Planning Policy and divided into an overall Heritage
Policy with objectives and policy statements, and 5 proposed
individual policies that apply specifically to those heritage areas
within the Municipality. Each individual policy to have its own
objectives and policy statements;


These objectives set out how Council will exercise its discretion in the
consideration of planning permit applications. Additional objectives
should ensure appropriate protection and control of the significant
individual and contributory heritage places and should include (but
not be limited to):
- An explanation of the number of individual heritage policies
and the extent of the heritage policies and objectives (as an
introduction);
- A cross reference to the Municipal Strategic Statement in the
policy basis, to reinforce the Shire’s commitment to cultural
heritage;
- More comprehensive policy basis, based on the information of
this Report;
- Objectives and policies that encourage the retention of
significant individual and contributory heritage places;
- Specific detailed policies on the conservation and retention of
contributory places within heritage overlay precincts. An
overriding policy could read as follows:
“All heritage places of contributory significance which have
been identified and assessed as part of a Heritage Overlay

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, Dr. David Rowe and Robyn Ballinger
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-

Precinct through a process of public consultation should be
subject to a Heritage Overlay control in the Planning Scheme.
These places have local heritage significance within the
heritage area and assist in defining the character of the area”;
A specific policy on archaeological places, which are
automatically protected under the Heritage Act 1995;
A reference to all new developments within heritage overlays
to be carried out in accordance with the ICOMOS Burra
Charter as part of the objectives;
Objectives and policies on the conservation and enhancement
of heritage places, engineering and street works infrastructure
and landscapes;
A Demolition Policy that considers the processes required and
establishes guidelines for demolition proposals of heritage
places;

These additional heritage policies and objectives are required to support
the conservation and retention of both the individual and contributory
heritage places of cultural significance within the Shire, especially at
VCAT hearings. The additional policies and objectives will also
compliment and reinforce the specific policies and objectives for each
heritage precinct.
Specific Policies for Heritage Precincts (Heritage Overlay Areas)
 It is recommended that the specific objectives and policies provided
for each of the nominated heritage precincts (Heritage Overlay Areas)
be considered by Council and implemented. The policy basis for each
of these policies has been formed from the supporting background for
each precinct (including the statement of significance). Together with
the policy basis, the objectives and policies (which set out how
Council will exercise discretion) should be derived from sound
conservation principles.
C.

Recommended Planning Scheme Amendment Process
It is recommended that the Mount Alexander Shire Council undertake the
following process in order to carry out an amendment to the Planning Scheme
as a result of the recommendations of this study, including:


Implementation of policies and objectives as set out in this report.



After careful review of the final draft of the Report, the Council
should form an independent opinion of the study, consider any
alterations deemed necessary and subsequently proceed to public
exhibition. It is suggested that an informal exhibition of the study be
undertaken prior to the formal planning scheme amendment under the
Planning and Environment Act 1987.



Under the formal planning scheme amendment, if no objections have
been received and Council agrees with the Study recommendations,

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, Dr. David Rowe and Robyn Ballinger
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Council should forward the exhibited amendment to the Minister for
Planning requesting approval.


If Council receives submissions objecting to the planning scheme
amendment, it is recommended that Council should not automatically
remove the particular heritage place/s from the proposed precinct, but
where appropriate, negotiate with the objector. Council should refer
objecting submissions to the Heritage Advisor for review and to make
comment where appropriate. If an objecting submission cannot be
accommodated to the satisfaction of the objector and Council in the
Amendment, then the submission should be referred to an
Independent Panel (appointed by the Minister for Planning) for
assessment. Council will then consider the Panel’s recommendations
and decide to change the Amendment, adopt it unchanged or abandon
it. Unless Council decides to abandon the proposal, the amendment is
then sent to the Minister for Planning and Local Government
requesting approval.



It is recommended that the individual heritage places and the five
heritage precincts (including the heritage places of individual and
contributory significance within them), which have been researched,
assessed and developed according to the ICOMOS Burra Charter and
the Criteria for the Register of the National Estate (as prescribed in
the VPP Practice Note: Applying the Heritage Overlay), be
nominated for inclusion in the Mount Alexander Planning Scheme),
subject to the normal statutory amending processes provided under the
Planning and Environment Act 1987.



It should be noted that the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay in the
new format Planning Scheme does not specifically indicate the
significance of specific individual and contributory places or list every
individual and contributory place. Rather, the Schedule to the
Heritage Overlay identifies each of the heritage precincts, together
with individual heritage places outside the precincts and individual
heritage places within the precincts that may have a varying planning
control (ie. external or internal paint controls, tree controls, etc.).
Reference to the Heritage Study of the Shire of Newstead for
information about each individual and contributory place will be
required.



It is recommended that the extent of heritage controls to all objects
and monuments (but not buildings) also apply to an area of 5-10
metres from the object or monument. The extent of the heritage
overlay for heritage places ie buildings should be carefully assessed
particularly for places in rural areas. Views of the place from the
street are important and should be included as part of the heritage
overlay where possible.



It is recommended that a Schedule to the Heritage Overlay be
prepared, in accordance with the adopted VPP format (to Clause

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, Dr. David Rowe and Robyn Ballinger
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43.01), for the five heritage precincts, individual heritage places
outside the heritage precincts and individual heritage places within the
heritage precincts where the planning controls may vary (reference to
each of the heritage citations in the Heritage Study of the Shire of
Newstead is required to determine those places to be included on the
Schedule). The Schedule should be prepared in accordance with the
VPP Practice Note: Applying the Heritage Overlay.
D.

Additional Planning Issues to be considered by Council
 It is recommended that a briefing paper be prepared (by Council
officers) for the consideration of Council. This paper should outline
the recommendations of the Study and direction to be undertaken.
 It is recommended that the Town Planner notify the relevant Council
staff effected by the outcomes of the former Newstead Study
including (but not limited to):
- Rates and revenue (with regard to identifying the heritage property
on the rate data).
- Engineering (particularly with regard to the recommendations on
bridges and street construction details).
 It is recommended that a workshop be provided about the Study and
its outcomes, for the benefit of Councillors and key Council officers.

E.

Council Heritage Incentives
 It is recommended that the Mount Alexander Shire Council consider
developing financial and other incentives to assist owners of places
within heritage precincts. These incentives may include (but are not
be limited to):
- Promoting further awareness of the availability of Council’s
Heritage Advisor, to assist owners of heritage properties with
basic advice on restoration, reconstruction, and alteration.
-

F.

Developing a discount rates scheme for owners of heritage
properties.
This scheme could be used to encourage
restoration, reconstruction or refurbishment of heritage places
(buildings, streetscapes and areas). It could be the basis of
townscape improvement schemes in the towns which form
heritage precincts, whereby local traders are actively involved
in contributing funds appropriate restoration and improvement
projects, such as painting shopfronts, improving signage on
buildings, and introducing street furniture appropriate to the
period and character of the precinct.

Public Awareness Program
 In addition to the exhibition of the Heritage Study of the Shire of
Newstead to the public and the formal notification to effected owners,
it is recommended that the Mount Alexander Shire Council conduct
local information sessions for the benefit of owners effected by the
study.

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, Dr. David Rowe and Robyn Ballinger
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Other recommendations are also provided in the main Report.

7.0

Study Format
The study document is comprised of 3 sections.
Section 1 comprises the main Report (including the study methodology,
statistical results, heritage precincts and heritage program recommendations).
Section 2 forms the Thematic Environmental History prepared by Phil
Taylor.
Section 3 comprises 4 volumes which contain the heritage citations for each
of the individual and contributory heritage places within the study area.
Volumes 1 to 4 include location maps and lists of each heritage place.

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, Dr. David Rowe and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Place No:
SD/01

Maher House

ADDRESS: Creswick-Newstead Road, Sandon

31 May 2004

OTHER NAME/S:

17/6/1998
MAP NAME & AMG REFERENCE: Yandoit 7723-4-3, BU 371 837
Date of Photograph:

PROPERTY DETAILS: Allotment 20 Section 2 Parish of Sandon
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON LEGISLATIVE REGISTERS

Victorian Heritage Register:
Victorian Heritage Inventory:
Local Planning Scheme:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON OTHER REGISTERS

Register of the National Estate - Database No:
National Trust (Victoria) Register:
THEMATIC CONTEXT
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The Environmental Setting
Exploration and Pastoralism
Gold
Towns and Settlements
Local Government
Good
Fair
CONDITION:
Poor
Ruins

6. Transport and Communications
7. Water Supply
8. Agriculture
9. Secondary Industry
10. Community Life
Substantially Intact
Altered Sympathetically
INTEGRITY:
Altered Unsympathetically
Damaged/Disturbed

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in a 'Conservation Desirable' Schedule in the Shire
of Mount Alexander Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead Report.

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Conservation Desirable

PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Maher House

ADDRESS: Creswick-Newstead Road, Sandon
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
SD/01
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
This single-storey brick house, with a double gabled roof form was probably built in the late
19th century, or early 20th century, and is of architectural significance to the Sandon area. The
building has skillion roof additions and the roof is clad in corrugated steel. The building
appears to have been constructed in two stages. There are underground brick lined tanks with
domed tops on the property which are still in use. The tanks are a feature of the Sandon area.
The building appears to be substantially intact, and its general roof form, overall design and
detailing, and the materials with which it has been constructed contribute to the character of the
Sandon area. The house also contributes to the streetscape of the main road through Sandon.
Further research and assessment may result in the building being of LOCAL architectural and
historic significance.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
This allotment was purchased from the Crown on 24.7.1856 by J. Harvey. Later owners include
Maher family, who may have built the house, Robert Hamilton and J. Ebery.
REFERENCES:
Sandon Community Consultation 6.7.2000

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Place No:
SD/02

Took House

ADDRESS: Creswick-Newstead Road, Sandon

2011

OTHER NAME/S:

17/6/1998
MAP NAME & AMG REFERENCE: Yandoit 7723-4-3, BU 372 833
Date of Photograph:

PROPERTY DETAILS: Allotment 21 Section 2 Parish of Sandon
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON LEGISLATIVE REGISTERS

Victorian Heritage Register:
Victorian Heritage Inventory:
Local Planning Scheme:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON OTHER REGISTERS

Register of the National Estate - Database No:
National Trust (Victoria) Register:
THEMATIC CONTEXT
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The Environmental Setting
Exploration and Pastoralism
Gold
Towns and Settlements
Local Government
Good
Fair
CONDITION:
Poor
Ruins

6. Transport and Communications
7. Water Supply
8. Agriculture
9. Secondary Industry
10. Community Life
Substantially Intact
Altered Sympathetically
INTEGRITY:
Altered Unsympathetically
Damaged/Disturbed

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme.

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Took House

ADDRESS: Creswick-Newstead Road, Sandon
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
SD/02
2011

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former Took house, 153 Providence Gully Road, Sandon, is architecturally significant at
a LOCAL level. It demonstrates original design qualities of a Victorian vernacular style.
These qualities include the stone and brick wall construction; timber framed, twelve paned,
double hung windows and four panelled timber centrally-located entrance door. Also of interest
is the early gambrel roof form which represents a significant alteration.
The former Took house, 153 Providence Gully Road, Sandon is historically significant at a
LOCAL level. It is associated with the early farming developments in the Sandon area after the
decline of gold mining from the mid 1850s. In particular, this property is associated with John
Took, local farmer.
Overall, the former Took house, 153 Providence Gully Road, Sandon, is of LOCAL
significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The former Took house, 153 Providence Gully Road, Sandon is situated on a relatively flat site at
the base of a low hill. The house has a moderate setback from the road boundary and a now
derelict garden setting behind a timber post and rail fence. There is some remnant garden planting.
The house has a steeply pitched gambrel roof (which may have been introduced in the 1930s) with
the roof extending to form a return verandah. The verandah is supported on timber posts. There is
no remaining verandah decoration. The house is constructed with a front wall of face bricks with
the side walls being of stone. Near one rear corner is a pair of face brick chimneys with decorative
corbelled brickwork near the top. The road facade has a central doorway with a four panelled
timber door. On each side of the doorway is a twelve paned timber framed double hung windows.
There is a side door in the centre of the stone wall. This has brick quoinwork.
HISTORY:
The land on which this house is located (Allotment 21 of Section 2 in the Parish of Sandon) was
granted to T. Maher in August 1856. He sold part of the property to John Took in April 1862.
Took sold the property to Mr. Montgomery in 1893, who in turn sold to Edward Beguin in 1902.
The Shire of Newstead Ratebooks show that John Took was the ratepayer in 1865 for land and
building and store and land. The land is described as Green Gully that year but in the 1867 it is
described as Sandon. In 1874 John Took is described as a farmer paying rates for agricultural land
and house at Green Gully, Allotment 21 of Section 2. By 1879 John Took is paying rates on 100
acres of land and house. He is still listed as the ratepayer in 1890.
In the early part of the twentieth century the occupiers were Polly and Cecil Wilson and in the
1920s the property was lived in by Alan McPherson.
The current owner (2011) understands that a storm in he 1930s destroyed the original roof and
chimneys and the existing roof was constructed as a replacement.
REFERENCES:
Parish Plan
Title Information
Community Consultation Sandon.
Submission to Mount Alexander Shire 2011.
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Place No:
SD/03

Ruins

ADDRESS: Creswick-Newstead Road, Sandon

31 May 2004

OTHER NAME/S:

17/6/1998
MAP NAME & AMG REFERENCE: Yandoit 7723-4-3, BU 371 828

Date of Photograph:
PROPERTY DETAILS:

CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON LEGISLATIVE REGISTERS

Victorian Heritage Register:
Victorian Heritage Inventory:
Local Planning Scheme:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON OTHER REGISTERS

Register of the National Estate - Database No:
National Trust (Victoria) Register:
THEMATIC CONTEXT
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The Environmental Setting
Exploration and Pastoralism
Gold
Towns and Settlements
Local Government
Good
Fair
CONDITION:
Poor
Ruins

6. Transport and Communications
7. Water Supply
8. Agriculture
9. Secondary Industry
10. Community Life
Substantially Intact
Altered Sympathetically
INTEGRITY:
Altered Unsympathetically
Damaged/Disturbed

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in a 'Conservation Desirable' Schedule in the Shire
of Mount Alexander Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead Report. It is
recommended that the place be nominated for inclusion on the Victorian Heritage Inventory.
RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Conservation Desirable

PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Ruins

ADDRESS: Creswick-Newstead Road, Sandon
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
SD/03
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
This ruinous stone and brick structure, probably erected in the 1850s or 1860s, is of
architectural, historical and scientific significance to the Sandon district. The building may
have been constructed by the Maher family who occupied this area. The first local Catholic
Service was held in the Maher's house c1858. The place has probably been in a ruinous
condition since the 1900s.
The building indicates the early settlement of land in the area for agricultural and mining
purposes. The use of local stone in its construction is notable. The building is of importance
for its potential to provide information that will contribute to a greater understanding of the
history of the settlement and establishment of the district, and has a strong presumption of
archaeological research potential. Further historical research and archaeological investigation is
recommended.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
REFERENCES:
Sandon Community Consultation 6.7.2000
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former Farmer's Arms Hotel, Creswick Newstead Road, Sandon, is architecturally
significant at a LOCAL level. It demonstrates original design qualities of a Victorian
vernacular style. These qualities include the hipped roof form and straight pitched verandah
across the front facade. Other intact qualities include: the painted brick wall construction;
corrugated steel roof cladding; symmetrical layout; two unpainted brick chimneys; timber
framed, double hung windows; four panelled timber centrally-located entrance door; and the
timber verandah posts.
The former Farmer's Arms Hotel, Creswick Newstead Road, Sandon is historically significant
at a LOCAL level. It was operated as a hotel catering especially to the local community and
farmers moving stock along the roads from the early 1870s until the 1920s. It is one of the few
remaining commercial buildings which mark the Sandon community.
Overall, the former Farmer's Arms Hotel, Creswick Newstead Road, Sandon, is of LOCAL
significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The former Farmer's Arms Hotel, Creswick Newstead Road, Sandon is set on a flat site on a
corner allotment in a densely planted garden of mainly Australian native plants. Little of the
building can be viewed from the road. The building is set back a short distance from the road
boundary. The building has a hipped roof clad in corrugated steel. There is a straight pitched
verandah across the front facade. The verandah is supported on timber posts. There is no
remaining decoration on the verandah. The house has narrow eaves. There are two face brick
chimneys which appear to have been built in the mid twentieth century. The walls are of brick,
now painted. There is a central timber panelled door on the street facade. There are flanking
timber framed double hung windows.
HISTORY:
The land on which this house is located (Allotment 30 of Section 2 in the Parish of Sandon) was
granted to J. Tooley in October 1855.
The 1874 Shire of Newstead Ratebooks list Patrick Burke, publican as paying rates for a house
and land (Allotment 30 of Section 2) at Green Gully. In 1905 he is described as a hotelkeeper and
the property is described as a hotel and allot 30, sec 2 Sandon. In 1908 the property is described as
the Farmer's Arms Hotel. In 1910 and 1911 the ratepayer is listed as Margaret Burke, publican
with the owner being J. Cameron. In 1912 the ratepayer became John Cameron and the property is
still described as the Farmer's Arms hotel. He is also listed as the ratepayer for 1913, 1914 and
1915.
Patrick Burke applied for a publican's licence in 1872 and the licence was renewed annually
through to 1885.
The sitting of the Licenses Reduction Board in 1913 was reported in the Mount Alexander Mail:
"Constable Jones said the hotel was situated about 41/2 miles from Newstead. It contained eleven
rooms and three were available for the public. The building is of brick and wood and the place
was well conducted, and kept in first class order. The business consisted mainly of bar trade...in
reference to the Farmer's Arms Hotel it was convenient to persons travelling with stock to the
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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saleyards at Newstead. There were 20 houses situated within a mile of the hotel... the trade had
improved since Mr. Cameron's occupation of the hotel. J. Cameron said he was the owner of the
Farmer's Arms Hotel, and was in possession since last August. There were three or four acres of
land with the hotel. The trade consisted of bar trade and accommodation for travellers...The
chairman said that the evidence was to the effect that the hotel was simply for the convenience of
persons travelling stock, and no other facilities were adduced in evidence." The Newstead Echo
reported on 9 July 1913 that despite having a small trade the license for the hotel would not be
withdrawn.
It appears that John Cameron died in the early 1920s and the hotel ceased to operate. The building
has been used as a private residence since.
REFERENCES:
Parish plan,
Shire of Newstead Ratebooks
1874, 1875, 1905,1908, 1910, 1911, 1912, 913, 1914, 1915,
Loss of License application held at Newstead and District Historical Society.
Community Consultation Sandon
The Mount Alexander Mail, 30 June 1913, 4 July 1913
The Newstead Echo, 2 July 1913
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The St. Lawrence Catholic Church and Cemetery, Creswick Newstead Road, Sandon, is
aesthetically and architecturally significant at a STATE level. The extant and intact rural
setting of this Church building and visually connected churchyard cemetery is rare in Victoria.
The Church building demonstrates original design qualities of a Victorian Rudimentary Gothic
style. These qualities include the steeply pitched, parapet gable roof form, together with a
central steeply pitched, gabled porch that projects slightly from the main gable end. Other
intact qualities include the exposed brick wall construction, lapped galvanised corrugated iron
roof cladding, minor gabled porch at the rear, small ventilation dormers nearby the roof
ridgeline, series of stone steps that lead to the central porch with its double pointed door
opening and vertical boarded doors, simple rose window in the main gable end, pointed
windows, brick buttresses with double lower copings, and the light masonry detailing (the
banding marking the floor level within, buttress copings, window and door surrounds and
quoins, and the drip moulds).
The visually connected cemetery demonstrates important visual qualities formed by the regular
rows of graves and cemetery architecture, and the grassed and treed rural landscape.
The St. Lawrence Catholic Church and Cemetery, Creswick Newstead Road, Sandon, is
historically significant at a STATE level. It is associated with the early development of
Sandon from the 1860s, and is a tangible link to the establishment of Catholicism in the area in
the 19th century. It is a rare and substantially intact example of a Victorian Catholic Church
with a cemetery in its churchyard.
The St. Lawrence Catholic Church cemetery, Creswick Newstead Road, Sandon, is
scientifically significant at a LOCAL level. The many headstones and cemetery architecture,
dating from the 19th century, represent some fine examples of masonry craftsmanship.
The St. Lawrence Catholic Church and Cemetery, Creswick Newstead Road, Sandon, is
socially significant at LOCAL level. It is recognised and highly valued by the Sandon
community for religious reasons.
Overall, the St. Lawrence Catholic Church and Cemetery, Creswick Newstead Road, Sandon, is
of STATE significance.
DESCRIPTION:
Amongst a rural setting, the Catholic Church of St. Lawrence O'Toole is visually connected to the
substantial Catholic cemetery that also forms part of the one site. The church and churchyard
cemetery are bound by a simple post and wire fence and are located on allotments 34a and 33 of
Section 2 in the Parish of Sandon respectively.
The exposed brick, Victorian Rudimentary Gothic styled church building is characterised by a
steeply pitched, parapet gable roof form, together with a central steeply pitched, gabled porch that
projects slightly from the main gable end. A minor gabled porch is also situated to one side at the
rear of the building. These roof forms are clad in lapped galvanised corrugated iron, and the main
roof is also adorned with small ventilation dormers nearby the ridgeline. The church is met by a
series of stone steps that led to the central porch which has a double pointed door opening with
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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vertical boarded doors. Above the porch is a simple rose window. The longitudinal facades have
pointed windows. Exposed brick buttresses with double lower copings are a feature of the design.
An early decorative feature includes the light masonry detailing which includes the banding
marking the floor level within, buttress copings, window and door surrounds and quoins, and the
drip moulds.
The visually connected cemetery is laid out in several neat rows, with a variety of masonry
headstones and cemetery architecture. These graves provide a tangible link with the earliest
developments of the Sandon area.
Comparative Analysis:
Comparative analysis research by Celestina Sagazio (ed.), Cemeteries: Our Heritage, National
Trust of Australia (Victoria), Melbourne, 1995 reveals that St. Lawrence Catholic Church and
churchyard Cemetery is:
- A rare, intact, Victorian Catholic Church and churchyard with cemetery;
- The only extant Victorian Catholic Church and churchyard cemetery in the
Sandon-Newstead region;
- One of only 7 rural 19th century Churchyard cemeteries remaining in Victoria.
HISTORY:
Catholics came to Victoria in the early 19th century confident of their place in colonial society.
Catholic Emancipation in 1829 had removed most of their civil disabilities and Bourke's Church
Act of 1836 gave them religious equality in Australia. Their confidence and ambition were
reflected in many of the churches they built in Victoria in the 19th century.
Sandon was to become the district centre of Roman Catholicism, and the land on which the
Church is located (Allotment 34A of Section 2 of the Parish of Sandon) was granted as a Roman
Catholic Church Reserve to 'J.A. Gould [sic] and Co.' on 23 February 1875. James Alpius Goold
was the first Catholic Archbishop of Melbourne. It is not known when the land on which the
cemetery is located (Allotment 33 of Section 2 of the Parish of Sandon) first belonged to the
church. The Parish Plan for the Parish of Sandon records that this land was sold to 'A.Gould and
Oths.' but the date is not noted. A member of the local community, Mr. Maurie Heagney, believes
that the oldest grave in the cemetery is that of a Mr. Corcoran, dating from 1866. He was also told
some forty or more years ago by a longtime Sandon resident that Mr. Corcoran is believed to have
donated the land for the cemetery to the Catholic Church but this has not been verified.
As early as 1874 it appears that efforts were made to commence building works, but these were
delayed for 8-9 years owing to a lack of funds. In August 1881 a benefit concert for the building
fund of the Sandon Roman Catholic Church was held at the Newstead Mechanics Institute. The
report of this event, in the Mount Alexander Mail on 29 August 1881, noted that the church had
been partly built for four years and that it was hoped the funds from the benefit concert and a
bazaar to be held at the end of October would be enough to help finish the building.
In June 1882, tenders were called for the construction of a Church by the Castlemaine architect, T.
F. Kibble. The Plans and specifications were available at Mr. P. Burke's property, Green Gully,
and at Kibble's office. Building works proceeded in the ensuing months, and the foundation stone
of St. Lawrence O'Toole Catholic Church was laid by Archbishop Goold on 3 December 1882.
Goold also officiated at the opening of the church on 6 May 1883, where a ceremony was held for
the opening of the church. The Mount Alexander Mail described the church building as 'a very
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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handsome and commodious one, of the Gothic style of architecture', costing about £1000.
According to the Mail the erection of the building had begun some nine years earlier but funds to
complete it had been lacking until recent times.
Today, the St. Lawrence O'Toole Catholic Church and cemetery continue to function according to
their original purpose.
REFERENCES:
Mount Alexander Mail, 29 August 1881; 10 June 1882; 23 June 1882; 29 November 1882; 2
December 1882; 4 December 1882; 6 May 1883; 26 March 1886; 29 October 1896
The Echo, 17 October 1896
C. Sagazio (ed.), Cemeteries: Our Heritage, National Trust of Australia (Vic.), Melbourne, 1995.
Parish Plan - Parish of Sandon
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Former Sandon Tavern, Creswick Newstead Road, Sandon is architecturally significant at
a LOCAL level. It demonstrates original design qualities of a Victorian vernacular style.
These qualities include the hipped roof form and straight pitched verandah across the front
facade. Other intact qualities include: the stone and brick wall construction; corrugated steel
roof cladding; symmetrical layout; unpainted brick and stone chimneys; timber framed, double
hung windows; centrally-located entrance doorway; and the timber verandah posts.
The Former Sandon Tavern Creswick Newstead Road, Sandon is historically significant at a
LOCAL level. It is operated as a hotel catering especially to the local community and farmers
moving stock along the roads from the early 1870s until the 1920s. It is one of the few
remaining commercial buildings which mark the Sandon community.
Overall, the Former Sandon Tavern, Creswick Newstead Road,
significance.

Sandon, is of LOCAL

DESCRIPTION:
The Former Sandon Tavern, Creswick Newstead Road, Sandon is situated on a relatively flat site
facing the main road at a short setback. There is a timber post and rail fence defining the small
garden from the road. There are large native and exotic trees around the building. The building is
of stone and brick. It has a hipped form roof with a skillion extension to the rear. The roofs are
clad in corrugated steel. There are remaining brick and stone chimneys. Across the front facade is
a straight pitched verandah which springs from just below the roof eaves line. The verandah is
supported on timber posts. There are no remaining decorative brackets or frieze on the verandah.
The street facade has a central doorway. On either side is a multipaned, timber, double hung
window. There are timber double hung windows in the sides walls.
The single roomed cottage on the site has a gabled roof which extends to form a short verandah,
clad in corrugated iron. It is adjacent to a very large eucalyptus tree.
HISTORY:
The land on which this house is located (Allotment 31A of Section 2 in the Parish of Sandon)
was granted to Andrew Kirwan in June 1865. Jane Miller, widow purchased the property in 1876.
The property was bought by Frederick Pritchard in 1891, who sold it to Margaret Heron in 1907.
She sold on the same day to Samuel [unable to decipher last name]. Mary Casey, married woman,
purchased the property in 1939. In 1944 the owner was Christopher Patrick Casey, the younger,
labourer. The property passed to Michael Lorenzo Zacutti, artist and Barbara Isabelle Vit de
Willigen, teacher in 1971 and they sold to Peter Thomas Greenhalgh, manager in 1973. In 1974
the owners were Brian Christopher Beaves, mechanic and Janet Marcia Beaves, married woman.
The Shire of Newstead Ratebooks list Kirwan as owning a lot of land in the area in 1865 and 1867
but there is no listing for a hotel or dwelling. In 1874, 1875 and 1876 Jane Miller, publican is
listed as the owner of a public house at Green Gully, as Sandon was known, on part of section 2,
Sandon. In 1877 the ratebooks describe her as a storekeeper but it changes back to publican in
1879.
It is believed that Maggie Heron was the publican in the early twentieth century through the 1920s
although she appears not to have owned the freehold at that time. In the listing of licenses in the
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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annual Licensing Court reported in the Mount Alexander Mail on 5 December 1908, there is no
listing for the Sandon Tavern or for Margaret Heron. In the 1913 newspaper reports of the
Licenses Reduction Board, the only hotel mentioned in Sandon is the Farmer's Arms.
When the property was sold in 1995 a newspaper extract held by the Newstead and District
Historical Society reported:
"An old sandstone and brick tavern built in 1853 at Sandon near Newstead is for sale. The former
hotel is on a 1.56 hectare allotment with a permanent creek and waterholes forming its boundary.
Nearby is another historic feature - a eucalyptus tree which is reputedly 300 years old and was
used as an Aboriginal birthing tree. [Note: Local residents did not have a basis for this claim and
no further information about it has been located.] The home has three bedrooms and the master
bedroom features polished cypress floors, pine ceilings, exposed stone walls and a door opening
onto the back verandah. The original bar room is still in place and has two sets of stairs which led
to a large cellar. A 1.8 metre open fire place which has a bar for hanging cast iron pots provides
for the opportunity to experience some pioneering cooking techniques. It is the highlight of the
kitchen. Other items include exposed stone walls, quarry floor tiles and an enamel sink. Exposed
handmade brick feature walls, an open fireplace, built-in bookshelves and pine ceilings are
prominent in the lounge. The back verandah has been glassed in and brick paved, while the path
through the garden leads to a one-roomed miner's cottage with a pot belly stove, pine coved
ceilings and a paved verandah.
The residence has glorious surroundings with about 70 fruit trees and a vegetable patch.
Numerous sheds and an entertaining area cap off this property."
The building was the home of well known children's author John Marsden in the late 1990s.
REFERENCES:
The Mount Alexander Mail 5/12/1905
Newstead and District historical Society, Sandon Tavern file includes unsourced newspaper
cutting 27/11/1995 and copies of title.
Community Consultation, Sandon 6/7/2000.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former Primitive Methodist Chapel, Creswick Newstead Road, Sandon, is architecturally
significant at a LOCAL level. Although the building has experienced some alterations since
1918, it still demonstrates a number of original or early design qualities. These qualities include
the simple gable roof form clad in lapped galvanised iron, and the distinctive, central, rendered
brick construction representing the original building. Other intact or early qualities include the
exposed brick construction; timber framed, multi-paned, pointed windows; narrow eaves;
doorways and vertical boarded doors; exposed brick buttresses featuring two copings; and the
rectangular rebate in the main gable that once accommodated a name tablet (possibly that of the
former Public Hall).
The former Primitive Methodist Chapel, Creswick Newstead Road, Sandon, is historically
significant at a LOCAL level. It is associated with the development of the Primitive Methodist
Church at Sandon from 1864 until c.1917. The building is also associated with the development
of the local Sandon community, and was the centre of numerous community events and
activities between 1917 and the late 1970s or early 1980s. The Chapel is also associated with
the early builder, Nicholas Williamson who was an early settler in the area.
The former Primitive Methodist Chapel, Creswick Newstead Road, Sandon, is socially
significant at a LOCAL level. It is recognised and highly valued by the Sandon community as
an early place of worship and as a later community meeting and recreation place.
Overall the former Primitive Methodist Chapel, Creswick, Newstead Road, Sandon, is of
LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The single storey, exposed brick and rendered Victorian Primitive Gothic styled former church
building is characterised by a simple gable roof form clad in lapped galvanised corrugated iron.
The central rendered brick section represents the original building, with the exposed brick section
at the front being an early addition. At the rear is a recent minor gabled wing clad in
weatherboard. Three introduced galvanised iron ventilation stacks adorn the roofline. Narrow
overhangs are a feature of the eaves. The original, timber framed and multi-paned pointed
windows in the central section are also repeated in the early addition, while the recent rear addition
also has timber framed double hung multi-paned windows. Three original brick buttresses
featuring two copings adorn the original section of the building, and this same design has been
repeated for the buttresses on the front addition. An original doorway is featured on the original
section, while double, vertical boarded doors adorn the main gable end. Above this doorway is a
rectangular rebate that appears to have accommodated a name tablet, possibly that of the former
Public Hall.
HISTORY:
The Primitive Methodist connexion had formed in Staffordshire, England, in 1811. Adherents to
the Primitive Methodist connexion, especially among miners, had come to Victoria in the mid 19th
century. They are said to have first conducted services at Sandon in the 1850s in a canvas church,
until the roof was stolen.
Tenders were called for the erection of the central section of this former Primitive Methodist
Chapel in March 1864, with the plans and specifications available for viewing at Mr. Barnes's,
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Campbell's Creek. Nicholas Williamson won the contract and construction began soon after.
Williamson had emigrated from Nantwich, Cheshire, England, in 1849, arriving in Port Adelaide
later in the same year. With the gold rush in Victoria, Williamson was not lured by the prospects
of wealth from gold, but from the buildings needed in the goldfields areas.
On 18 May 1864, the Primitive Methodist Church, Green Gully, Sandon, was opened. In 1887, a
social tea was held in aid of the purchase of gates for the Church property. The chapel served the
Primitive Methodist community in Sandon throughout the 19th century, but in 1918-19 it was
purchased by the local Sandon community and converted into a public hall. A local, Frank Ebery,
had loaned the funds for the purchase of the building. It was at this time when the front, exposed
brick gabled extension was carried out. As a public hall, the building served the community until
the late 1970s or 1980s. It was sold in 1992 to Margaret and Anita Monk.
REFERENCES:
Mount Alexander Mail, 17 March 1864; 18 May 1864; 4 November 1878; 6 August 1887; 5
September 1896; 5 January 1897; 16 April 1898; 3 April 1907.
Midland Express, 23 June 1992.
'Nicholas & Esther Williamson: The tree descendants of Nicholas and Esther Williamson
(1812-1994) who arrived at Port Adelaide, South Australia, on 23-8-1849 in the "ELIZA"' - copy
held in the Williamson file at the Newstead and District Historical Society.
Personal comments, Margaret and Anita Monk, 6 July 2000.
Phil Taylor, 'Environmental History', Shire of Newstead Heritage Study Part 1, December 1998,
Sandon Community Consultation.

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger

Shire of Mount Alexander: Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead, 2000

PLACE:

Place No:
SD/08

Rochford House

ADDRESS: 872 Creswick-Newstead Road, Sandon

31 May 2004

OTHER NAME/S:

17/6/1998
MAP NAME & AMG REFERENCE: Yandoit 7723-4-3, BU 365 818

Date of Photograph:

PROPERTY DETAILS: Allotment 32 Section 2 Parish of Sandon
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON LEGISLATIVE REGISTERS

Victorian Heritage Register:
Victorian Heritage Inventory:
Local Planning Scheme:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON OTHER REGISTERS

Register of the National Estate - Database No:
National Trust (Victoria) Register:
THEMATIC CONTEXT
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The Environmental Setting
Exploration and Pastoralism
Gold
Towns and Settlements
Local Government
Good
Fair
CONDITION:
Poor
Ruins

6. Transport and Communications
7. Water Supply
8. Agriculture
9. Secondary Industry
10. Community Life
Substantially Intact
Altered Sympathetically
INTEGRITY:
Altered Unsympathetically
Damaged/Disturbed

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme.

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger

Local

Shire of Mount Alexander: Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead, 2000

PLACE:

Rochford House

ADDRESS: 872 Creswick-Newstead Road, Sandon
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
SD/08
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former Rochford residence, Creswick Newstead Road, Sandon, is architecturally
significant at a LOCAL level. The main house demonstrates original design qualities of a
Victorian vernacular style. These qualities include the two dominant hipped roof forms, and
the encircling verandah. Other intact or appropriate qualities include the painted brick and
stone wall construction; corrugated steel roof cladding; painted brick chimneys; and the timber
framed, double hung windows. The underground water tank, and remnants of the garden
contribute to the significance of the place.
The former Rochford residence, Creswick Newstead Road, Sandon, is historically significant
at LOCAL level. It is associated with the early dairy and agricultural farming developments in
the Sandon area after the gold rush in the mid 1850s. In particular, it is associated with Thomas
Rochford, who first established a house at this site between 1856 and 1875 Under the
ownership of Jens Hansen from 1875, the property is associated with the establishment of a
Creamery in the early 1900s. The property has further associations with Hamilton, Ebery and
Heagney families.
Overall, the former Rochford residence, Creswick Newstead Road, Sandon, is of LOCAL
significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The former Rochford residence, Creswick Newstead Road, Sandon is set at a modest set back
from the road on a relatively flat site in a garden setting. The house is rectangular with two
parallel hipped roofs of slightly differing slope. The roofs are now clad in corrugated steel and
have narrow eaves. The roof forms dominate the house and are the major features of the building.
There are painted brick chimneys with no decoration. The building has a bull nosed return
verandah which springs from just below the eaves. This is also clad in corrugated steel. The
verandah is supported on turned timber posts and appears to have been introduced. The walls are
now painted. The facade facing the road has a central doorway with a double hung timber framed
window on either side.
The building, with its close proximity to the road and dominant roof forms is an important feature
in the landscape of the Sandon area. The roof forms and siting are similar to 'Osnaburgh' also in
Sandon on the Creswick Newstead Road.
HISTORY:
The land on which this house is located (Allotment 32 of Section 2 in the Parish of Sandon) was
granted to T. Rochford in May 1856. The South Riding Ratebooks of the Newstead Shire list
Thomas Rochford, Farmer as the owner of land and buildings at Sandon including this allotment in
1865, 1867 and 1874. In 1875 Jens Hansen, Farmer is listed as the owner in the ratebooks. Title
information shows that Thomas Rochford sold the site to Jens Hansen in March 1875. Hansen
was still the ratepayer in 1900.
In 1901 the ratepayer is listed as the Chilled Butter Co., 460 - 462 Flinders Lane, Melbourne and
the property is listed as a Creamery at Sandon. The place operated as the district creamery at this
time. In January 1910 the property is listed as Jens Hansen, Farmer, owner of house and land.
Hansen appears to have died in this year as by November the occupier is listed as Walter Ebery
and the owner as E. Hamilton and the property described as "House late Jens Hansen's, Sandon".
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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Walter Ebery was still listed as the ratepayer for a house and garden at Sandon in 1915. Herbert
Hamilton is also associated with the property. The property was bought by the Heagney family in
1953 and remains in their ownership.
The kitchen originally had a lower flagged floor. Three chimneys have been removed. The front
four rooms are all brick on a stone base. The rear section is stone. There is a two roomed cellar
beneath the house and there is an underground water tank in the garden. The farm had an orchard.
There is also an old shed on the site with broad axed beams and bush pole construction.
REFERENCES:
Newstead Shire Rate books 1865, 1867, 1874, 1875, 1900, 1901, 1910, 1915.
Title Information.
Community Consultation 6 July 2000.
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The house and creamery outbuilding at 'Osnaburgh', Creswick Newstead Road, Sandon, are
architecturally significant at a LOCAL level. The main house demonstrates original design
qualities of a Victorian vernacular style. These qualities include the two dominant, hipped and
broken back roof forms, having an encircling verandah. Other intact or appropriate qualities
include the unpainted sandstone wall construction; lapped galvanised corrugated iron roof
cladding over original timber shingles; timber clad early extension; three unpainted possibly
reconstructed brick chimneys marking the locations of the original chimneys; and the timber
framed, twelve paned double hung windows. Additional original fabric of the first hut on the
site may also be extant within the current house. The former creamery building also
demonstrates original design qualities of a Victorian vernacular style, including the
weatherboard wall cladding and galvanised corrugated iron gable roof. The underground bricklined water tank, and remnants of the substantial garden (including the fruit and peppercorn
trees) and the manicured hedge and scrolled metal gates forming the front boundary all
contribute to the significance of the place.
The 'Osnaburgh' property, Creswick Newstead Road, Sandon, is historically significant at
REGIONAL level. It is associated with the early dairy and agricultural farming developments
in the Sandon area after the gold rush in the mid 1850s. In particular, 'Osnaburgh' is associated
with Andrew Kirwin, who first established a substantial farm complex at this site between 1855
and 1876. Under the ownership of J.C. House from 1876, 'Osnaburgh' is associated with the
establishment of the Sandon Creamery from 1894 until 1900. During that time, local milk was
carted to 'Osnaburgh' for separation before being sent to Melbourne by rail. 'Osnaburgh' also
has associations with the local postal service from the mid 19th century until at least the late
1920s, with a small room in the main house operating as the Sandon Post Office. The property
has further associations with Alexander Culvenor and family.
The underground brick water tank at 'Osnaburgh', Creswick Newstead Road, Sandon, is
scientifically significant at a LOCAL level. It illustrates 19th century brick and cement tank
construction, possibly based on J.C. Loudon's Encyclopedia of Farm, Cottage and Villa
Architecture of 1831.
Overall, the 'Osnaburgh' property, Creswick Newstead Road, Sandon, is of LOCAL
significance.
DESCRIPTION:
'Osnaburgh' is comprised of a single storey sandstone house, together with a former creamery
outbuilding, underground brick-lined water tank, and remnants of a substantial garden including
fruit and peppercorn trees. An early, manicured hedge interrupted by scrolled metal gates forms
the street boundary to the property.
The single storey, unpainted sandstone and brick, Victorian vernacular house is characterised by
two dominant, hipped and broken back roof forms, having an encircling verandah. A timber-clad
addition is situated at the rear of the building. The roof forms of the house are clad in recent,
lapped galvanised corrugated iron, part of which covers original timber shingles. At least three
unpainted, possibly reconstructed, brick chimneys adorn the roofline. The windows appear to be
early timber framed, twelve paned double hung types. At the rear of the house is a horizontal
weatherboard, former creamery building with a galvanised corrugated iron gable roof.
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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HISTORY:
The local Sandon area was surveyed into small land parcels for destitute miners after the gold rush
in the early 1850s. In 1855, Andrew Kirwin purchased a block of land comprising approximately
276 acres. At this time he built a vernacular sandstone hut supported by stringybark poles, with a
hipped shingle roof and small open fireplace. A few years later, he integrated this small hut when
carrying out later sandstone additions. Between 1864 and 1870 a brick extension of 2 large and 2
small rooms was added on the south side, and one of the smaller rooms served as the Sandon Post
Office for several years. A cellar was also constructed about this time. By 1876, Kirwin had
established a substantial farm complex at 'Osnaburgh', which he advertised for sale in the Mount
Alexander Mail: 'Comprising 276 acres of first-class Arable and Grass Land, together with
Dwelling-house substantially built of stone, containing six rooms and detached kitchen; interior of
house completely finished, garden of three-quarter acre, well stocked with Fruit Trees and Shrubs;
one large Barn, 48 by 28 feet, with boarded floor; one large Store-house, Cart Sheds, Stabling for
12 Horses, Harness Room, Men's Hut, Blacksmith's Shop, and everything to make a Dairy or
Agricultural Homestead complete.'
'Osnaburgh' was sold to J.C. House in 1876, although House may have been leasing the property
from at least the late 1860s for his daughter was born there in 1868. House seems to have carried
out timber additions to the cottage in the 1880s, and by this time the property also accommodated
an underground brick-lined water tank. Its conical brick and cement-lined construction may be a
simplified version of a Waistell's tank, published in J.C. Loudon's Encyclopedia of Farm, Cottage
and Villa Architecture in 1831. A Waistell's tank was circular in plan form, with sides built like a
well. The bottom was constructed like a flat dome, and the top was domical, with an opening in
the centre.
With the introduction of the separator in dairy production in the 1890s, J.C. House built creamery
buildings at 'Osnaburgh' in 1894 that included a weatherboard structure with a simple galvanised
corrugated iron gable roof, and a brick building with a galvanised corrugated iron hipped roof.
These buildings became the Sandon Creamery operated by D. Rowe, whereby the local farmers
carted the milk to the creamery where it was separated, with the cream sent by rail from the
Newstead Station to Melbourne. Peppercorn trees also appear to have been planted at 'Osnaburgh'
in the 1890s. The year 1900 witnessed the death of J.C. House and in 1910 a verandah was added
to the south façade of the main cottage.
In 1921, the property was purchased by Alexander Richard Culvenor, with Alex 'Pack' Culvenor
working the property as a dairy farm until 1949, when it was changed over to sheep. In 1960, the
blacksmith's shop that had been constructed from wood slabs was demolished by strong winds.
The once substantial complex of farm buildings at the rear of the sandstone house was cleared and
a galvanised iron shed built in 1980. Between 1925 and 1968, Julia Culvenor operated the post
office, while the former creamery bunkhouse building was closed in 1960 and later converted into
a mini museum of farm items. In 1980, Alex and Joan Culvenor returned to 'Osnaburgh', and from
that time significant maintenance and alterations have been carried out to the living area and
amenities of the house.
REFERENCES:
Mount Alexander Mail, 24 January 1868; 20 March 1876; 24 March 1876; 28 January 1879; 9
April 1900; 10 April 1900; 11 April 1900.
J. & A. Culvenor, 'Osnaburgh', unpublished manuscript, n.d., Culvenor collection, Sandon.
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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'House' file, Newstead & District Historical Society.
'Sandon' file, Newstead & District Historical Society.
J.C. Loudon, Encyclopedia of Cottage, Farm & Villa Architecture, Longman, Rees & Longman,
London, 1831.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The timber outbuilding Yandoit Sandon Road, Sandon, is architecturally significant at a
LOCAL level. The building demonstrates original design qualities of a Victorian vernacular
style, including the post and slab wall cladding and steeply pitched gable and side skillion roof
forms. The remnants of the bluestone house nearby contribute to the significance of the place.
The timber outbuilding Yandoit Sandon Road, Sandon, is historically significant at LOCAL
level. It is associated with the early farming developments in the Sandon area after the gold
rush in the mid 1850s.
The timber outbuilding Yandoit Sandon Road, Sandon, is scientifically significant at a LOCAL
level. It illustrates 19th century horizontal slab construction. Examples of this type of
construction are rapidly disappearing.
Overall, the timber outbuilding Yandoit Sandon Road,Sandon, is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The large shed is set in a relatively flat paddock site near the road boundary. The building has a
steeply pitched gable roof which forms a loft. On either side the roof flattens to form straight
skillion roofed extensions to either side. The walls are of round timber posts with horizontal
roughly squared timber slabs between. The sides of one skillion are open and the ends of the other
are also open. There is a doorway entry into the loft area in one gable end.
HISTORY:
The timber shed is on a property which was owned by Duncan Cameron in the nineteenth century.
It was associated with a bluestone house nearby which has since been demolished and the stones
recycled into other unknown buildings. There are some traces of the house on the site. Duncan
Cameron owned land and farmed in the Sandon/Strangways area from 1857. He died in 1891 and
John Cameron then owned the farm. In 1910 he purchased the Farmer's Arms Hotel Sandon
which he operated from 1913 until his death in 1920 but would appear to have still farmed in the
area as well, as the information supplied to the Licences Reduction Board in 1913 indicated that he
was not full time at the hotel.
In about 1985 a cyclone removed the original roof. The roof was replaced soon afterwards.
Photographs of the farm complex are held in the district.
REFERENCES:
Community Consultation Sandon 6/7/2000.
Photographs of the complex showing house and fencing are held by local residents Joan Culvenor
and Flora Moon.
See also Farmer's Arms, Creswick Newstead Road, Sandon citation.
Title Information Allotment 32 Section 3 Parish of Strangways.
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme. It is recommended that the place be nominated for addition to the Victorian
Heritage Inventory.
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Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger

Local

Shire of Mount Alexander: Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead, 2000

PLACE:

Former Emu Hotel and Store

ADDRESS: 44 Old Coach Road, Spring Gully
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
SG/01
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former Emu Hotel and Store, Spring Gully is architecturally significant at a LOCAL
level. The remaining stone structures demonstrate design qualities of a nineteenth century stone
hotel. These qualities include the remaining stone walls, the brick sills, sides and voussoirs of
the window and door openings, the stone and brick chimney, the nearby wells and the general
layout of the building.
The former Emu Hotel and Store, Spring Gully is historically significant at a LOCAL level for
its association with the development of Spring Gully from 1855 and its continuing connection
with the Hoskins family who operated the place throughout the nineteenth century.
The former Emu Hotel and Store, Spring Gully is of archaeological significance for the
remaining evidence of the hotel and store complex and the remains of the nearby smaller stone
and brick structures.
Overall the former Emu Hotel, Spring Gully is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The former Emu Hotel and Store is now approached along a track and has lost the appearance of
facing a main road as shown on the early plan. The area is now grassed with some young exotic
tree plantings. The line of the old roads can be seen in the grass.
The place now consists of two sections which are not fully joined. One section consists of a wing
wall with a doorway opening and window opening and a rectangular section which has had a new
hipped roof section introduced over it. Adjacent to this is another rectangular section which has
had a new roof introduced over it. Comparing the existing conditions to earlier photographs, there
has been some wall reconstruction to enable the introduction of the new roof forms. There is
substantial archaeological evidence of earlier rooms and the cellar.
Along the elevation facing what appears to have been the original road there is a section of freestanding wall in front of part of the building wall. The purpose of this wall is unknown.
The front wall has a central arched doorway with a flanking rectangular window opening on each
side. Behind this wall is the area with the cellar indicating that this may have been the hotel bar
area. Only the left hand side of this wall has been roofed with a hipped roof profile clad in
corrugate steel. It would appear that the original roof form over this area would be a hipped M
form roof which differs from the reconstructed roof. The left hand external wall of this section has
two rectangular window openings. The door and window openings are constructed in brick. The
walls are are local honey coloured sandstone in roughly squared and randomly coursed rubble
walling.
The smaller section is at right angles to the main section and appears to have been joined by stone
walled, timber walled or verandah covered sections. This has the short wall facing the main road
with a central rectangular window opening with brick sill sides and voussoirs similar to the main
facade. This is roofed with a hipped roof facing the street. The other end of the building has a
gable end to the roof and there is a central external, stone and brick chimney. There is a skillion
roofed addition at one side. The corners are marked with very large roughly squared quoinwork.
There are a number of collapsed walls which indicate other smaller buildings on the site. Nearby,
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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further up the site, are two underground wells, one with a brick rim.
HISTORY:
G.O. Brown in his reminiscences wrote:
"Gold was first discovered in Spring Gully in May 1852. A typical mining settlement
was quickly established, and Spring Gully became a self-supporting township with
the customary stores , hotels, churches etc.
The area was rich in alluvial deposits of gold. Older residents claim that it was
perhaps the best of all alluvial leads on the Mt Alexander Goldfields.
The alluvial sinking was deeper that most other leads in the Fryerstown area. In
Cobblers Gully it was 40 feet deep, and in Spring Flat averaged about 30 feet.
In its heyday, Spring Gully had a population of several hundred European inhabitants,
besides the usual large percentage of Chinese. The first general stores were
conducted from tents, but more substantial buildings were erected as soon as possible.
Hoskin's Emu store and hotel was one of these early establishments, and it first
opened on June 18th 1855, taking its name from Spring Gully's famous line of reefs,
The Emu.
This building remained for thirty years, until it was consumed by fire in October
1885. It was a ten roomed wooden building, and was razed to the ground in twenty
minutes. Not to be deterred, Hoskins rebuilt immediately. This time the building was
built of sandstone, and when completed was recognised as being equal to anything in
the district. A good portion of the walls remain today, and immediately the eye
detects that it has been a fine building. The horse-stables still remain; they also have
been well built."
The Mount Alexander Mail 3 October 1885 gave a vivid account of the fire.
"A serious conflagration took place on Thursday evening last about half-past eleven o'clock at
Spring Gully, Fryerstown, when the well known store and butcher's shop of Mr. Jas Hoskin, who
has been carrying on business for a number of years, was burned to the ground. The place
contained 10 rooms, all of which were totally destroyed, with the exception of a small kitchen at
the rear of the buildings. A few articles were saved from the flames by the neighbours amounting
to about £20 worth, but the whole stock was completely devoured by the flames, all attempts to
extinguish them proving futile. It is supposed the fire occurred by the bursting of a kerosene lamp,
which had been left on the counter. Much sympathy is expressed for Mr. Hoskin's loss, also for
the young girl who acted in the capacity of servant who had all her clothes burnt, but fortunately
for her was sleeping at her parents' residence at the time. The place was insured."
The land on which the buildings are sited were acquired by James Hoskins in 1857 (lots 3 and 4)
and 1860 (lot 5). On his death in 1869 he willed the property to his sons James and Thomas.
James apparently continued the operation of the store as in 1872 and 1873 he is rated for a store
and dwelling and his occupation given as storekeeper.
REFERENCES:
Brown, G. O., Reminiscences of Fryerstown, Castlemaine Mail, Castlemaine, n.d., pp. 178-179.
Fryers District Road Board Rate Book 1866, 1870
Mount Alexander Shire Rate Books 1872,1873.
Mount Alexander Mail 3 October 1885
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The stone residence, Spring Gully is architecturally significant at a LOCAL level. the house
demonstrates design qualities of the Victorian vernacular style. These intact qualities include
the stone wall construction, the gable and skillion roof forms, the unpainted brick chimney, the
central doorway, two flanking windows and the straight pitched roofed verandah.
The stone residence, Spring Gully is historically significant at a LOCAL level. It is associated
with the early years of the settlement of Spring Gully.
Overall, the stone residence, Spring Gully is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The stone cottage is at a moderate set back from the street boundary on a site sloping up from the
street level. There are a few mature exotic and native trees at the rear of the allotment.
The house has a gable roof over the front section with a skillion roofed section behind. The roof is
clad in corrugated steel. There is a straight pitched verandah across the front of the building. The
verandah is supported on timber posts with fretwork timber brackets. The sides are infilled with
vertical timber boards in the roof end. The house has one brick chimney at the side wall at the
gable apex.
The walls are of local stone with the front facade of squared, coursed random blocks. The side
walls are laid with smaller squared blocks. There is a central doorway with transom light above
and there are double hung timber windows flanking the door. The upper window sashes are
divided into 6 panes with timber glazing bars.
HISTORY:
G.O. Brown in his reminiscences wrote:
"Gold was first discovered in Spring Gully in May 1852. A typical mining settlement
was quickly established, and Spring Gully became a self-supporting township with
the customary stores , hotels, churches etc.
The area was rich in alluvial deposits of gold. Older residents claim that it was
perhaps the best of all alluvial leads on the Mt Alexander Goldfields.
The alluvial sinking was deeper that most other leads in the Fryerstown area. In
Cobblers Gully it was 40 feet deep, and in Spring Flat averaged about 30 feet.
In its heyday, Spring Gully had a population of several hundred European inhabitants,
besides the usual large percentage of Chinese. The first general stores were
conducted from tents, but more substantial buildings were erected as soon as
possible."
Brown sketched a map of Spring Gully in 1862 showing that the main road to Eureka and
Castlemaine ran past the Emu Hotel and Store. Spring Gully at this time had the Spring Flat Hotel
[destroyed by fire in 1908], Methodist Church, Spring Gully School and Malone's Hotel and Store.
Mining continued with varying success in the area until 1918 when the Spring Gully mine finally
closed. It reopened briefly during the 1930s depression years but without much success.
The stone house appears to be on a site granted to John Edwards in 1859. In 1860 he used a store
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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and dwelling as security for a loan from John Neal. John Neal was paying rates in Spring Gully
in 1870 for a house. John Neal died in 1877 and the house and land passed to Emily Susan Neal
who sold it to Bartlett Ford in 1897. The allotments 4, 5 10 of Section 16 were held in the name of
J.E. Neal in 1900.
REFERENCES:
Brown, G. O., Reminiscences of Fryerstown, Castlemaine Mail, Castlemaine, n.d., pp. 178-179.
Fryers District Road Board Rate Book 1870
Title transfer information.

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in a 'Conservation Desirable' Schedule in the Shire
of Mount Alexander Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead Report. It is recommended
that the place be nominated for addition to the Victorian Heritage Inventory.
RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Conservation Desirable

PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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ADDRESS: , Spring Gully
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
SG/03
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
This ruinous bridge structure spanning Spring Gully Creek in the middle of the Spring Gully
township was probably erected in the 1850s or 1860s and is of historic and scientific
significance to the Spring Gully district. The bridge retains some of the round timber trestles
supporting round timber stringers and squared timber decking. The abutments are much
overgrown but appear to be of stone.
The use of local forest timbers and local stone in its construction are notable. It indicates the
early settlement of land in the area for mining purposes. It is of importance for its potential to
provide information that contributes to a greater understanding of the history of the settlement
and establishment of the district, and has a strong presumption of archaeological research
potential. Further historical research and archaeological investigation is recommended.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
REFERENCES:

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in a 'Conservation Desirable' Schedule in the Shire
of Mount Alexander Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead Report. It is recommended
that the place be nominated for addition to the Victorian Heritage Inventory
RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Conservation Desirable

PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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OTHER NAME/S:
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SG/04
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
This ruinous stone structure, probably erected in the 1850s or 1860s, is of architectural, historic
and scientific significance to the Spring Gully district. The place appears to be the remains of a
small stone cottage .
The use of local stone in its construction is notable. It indicates the early settlement of land in
the area for agricultural and mining purposes. It is of importance for its potential to provide
information that contributes to a greater understanding of the history of the settlement and
establishment of the district, and has a strong presumption of archaeological research potential.
Further historical research and archaeological investigation is recommended.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
No historical information about this structure has been located.
REFERENCES:

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in a 'Conservation Desirable' Schedule in the Shire
of Mount Alexander Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead Report. It is
recommended that the place be nominated for addition to the Victorian Heritage Inventory
RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Conservation Desirable

PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
SG/05
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
This ruinous stone structure, probably erected in the 1850s or 1860s, is of architectural,
historical and scientific significance to the Spring Gully district. The place appears to be the
remains a small stone building.
The use of local stone in its construction is notable. It indicates the early settlement of land in
the area for agricultural and mining purposes. It is of importance for its potential to provide
information that contributes to a greater understanding of the history of the settlement and
establishment of the district, and has a strong presumption of archaeological research potential.
Further historical research and archaeological investigation is recommended.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
No historical information about this structure has been located.
REFERENCES:

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in a 'Conservation Desirable' Schedule in the Shire
of Mount Alexander Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead Report.
It is
recommended that the place be nominated for addition to the Victorian Heritage Inventory
RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Conservation Desirable

PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
SG/06
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
This ruinous stone structure, probably erected in the 1850s or 1860s, is of architectural, historic
and scientific significance to the Spring Gully district. The place appears to be the remains a
small stone building and is now protected under an introduced skillion roof.
The use of local stone in its construction is notable. It indicates the early settlement of land in
the area for agricultural and mining purposes. It is of importance for its potential to provide
information that contributes to a greater understanding of the history of the settlement and
establishment of the district, and has a strong presumption of archaeological research potential.
Further historical research and archaeological investigation is recommended.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
No historical information about this structure has been located.
REFERENCES:

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger

Shire of Mount Alexander: Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead, 2000

PLACE:

Place No:
SG/07

Stone Wall

ADDRESS: , Spring Gully

31 May 2004

OTHER NAME/S:

16/4/1998
MAP NAME & AMG REFERENCE: Castlemaine 7723-4-1, BU 550 885
Date of Photograph:

PROPERTY DETAILS:
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in a 'Conservation Desirable' Schedule in the Shire
of Mount Alexander Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead Report.
It is
recommended that the place be nominated for addition to the Victorian Heritage Inventory
RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Conservation Desirable

PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
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31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
This stone wall has been retained in the redevelopment of this site for a modern home. It
appears to have been constructed in the 1850s or 1860s and is of architectural, historic and
scientific significance to the Spring Gully district.
The use of local stone in its construction is notable. It indicates the early settlement of land in
the area for agricultural and mining purposes. It is of importance for its potential to provide
information that contributes to a greater understanding of the history of the settlement and
establishment of the district, and has a strong presumption of archaeological research potential.
Further historical research and archaeological investigation is recommended.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
No historical information has been located about this site.
REFERENCES:

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in a 'Conservation Desirable' Schedule in the Shire
of Mount Alexander Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead Report.
It is recommended that the place be nominated for addition to the Victorian Heritage Inventory
RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Conservation Desirable

PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
These ruinous stone structures, probably erected in the 1850s or 1860s, are of architectural,
historic and scientific significance to the Spring Gully district. The place appears to be the
remains a number of small stone buildings.
The use of local stone in their construction is notable. The ruins indicate the early settlement of
land in the area for agricultural and mining purposes. They are of importance for the potential
to provide information that contributes to a greater understanding of the history of the
settlement and establishment of the district, and there is a strong presumption of archaeological
research potential. Further historical research and archaeological investigation is recommended.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
REFERENCES:

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme.

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Stone Culvert

ADDRESS: Vaughan Chewton Road, Spring Gully
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
SG/09
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The stone culvert on the Vaughan Chewton Road, Spring Gully is scientifically significant at a
LOCAL level. The culvert demonstrates the use of stone in engineering structures and employs
a technique no longer used in road building.
The stone culvert on the Vaughan Chewton Road, Spring Gully is aesthetically significant at a
LOCAL level. The culvert has been designed to use the strength of stone in a well designed
manner. The resulting structure adds to the significance of the area.
Overall, the stone culvert on the Vaughan Chewton Road, Spring Gully is of LOCAL
significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The stone culvert on the Vaughan Chewton Road, Spring Gully is constructed from local stone.
The culvert has an arched headed opening and rises to a stone capped road edge with stone capped
angled buttresses on each side. The arch is formed by slightly tapered rectangular stone voussoirs
and the buttresses and stone faces are of roughly squared random rubble, coursed construction.
The buttresses have large flat rectangular stone blocks for capping. From the road, there is little to
see of the engineering structure. It can only be appreciated from the gully below.
HISTORY:
J. W. Sparkes was an employee of the nearby Borough of Chewton from 1863 until 1908 and was
the Shire Engineer and Town Clerk. In the capacity of Shire Engineer he was involved in the
design and supervision of many channels, culverts, bridges and drains in the adjacent municipality,
many of them constructed from the local stone.
It is believed that he was responsible for the design of bridges and culverts in the Fryerstown area.
Many of his Chewton structures are still standing and in good order as is this stone culvert which
pays testament to his abilities as a Shire Engineer.
These types of structures allowed the road to pass high above the gullies and streams and allowed
all weather travel between the towns in the area, opening them up for development.
REFERENCES:
J.W. Sparks, Autobiography, 1910
Information from Mary Thompson, Chewton Historical Society.

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme. It is recommended that the place be included in the nomination of the
Castlemaine Diggings National Heritage Park for addition to the Victorian Heritage Register.
RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Escott Graves

ADDRESS: Vaughan Chewton Road (off), Spring Gully

Place No:
SG/10
31 May 2004

OTHER NAME/S:

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Escott grave is of historical, social, archaeological and scientific importance to the State
of Victoria.
The Escott grave is historically significant due to its association with a key event in Victoria's
history and a defining moment in the development of Australia's character and culture. The
cemetery is associated with the first significant gold rush of the district.
The Escott grave is archaeologically important as a very rare artefact of Victoria's greatest gold
rush. A comprehensive archaeological survey of the Castlemaine district undertaken in 1989
concluded that `because of the ephemeral nature of structures and technology (predominantly
timber and human sweat) employed in the early gold-rush days there is little physical evidence
of the intensity of activity and cathartic social experience sustained by the study area during the
rush years'. The Escott grave is a rare example of an isolated grave erected to a single family.
It is also significant as a site which provides physical evidence of the early European settlement
of Victoria and for the archaeological potential of the human remains.
The Escott grave is socially significant as the site of the final resting place of two members of
the Escott family who first came to the area in 1853. The grave is a poignant reminder of the
number of early deaths that occurred in the first families of the district. The site was and is of
spiritual significance to those who wish to pay tribute to their loved ones and signify and
respect the place of their burial with a permanent marker. It is also of spiritual significance to
present descendants who view the grave as a significant commemorative site.
The Escott grave is scientifically important as it contains evidence of stonemasonry methods of
the 1860s.
The Escott grave is of STATE significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The single grave site is located at Specimen Hill in open forest area comprising mainly Red
Stringybark (Eucalyptus macrorhyncha) in a small clearing. The grave is part of a larger
goldmining landscape that shows evidence of varied past mining activity. Access to the place is
along a bush track. The site is marked by a sign located on the Chewton - Fryerstown Road.
The site comprises the double grave of Elizabeth Escott and her daughter Fanny. It is believed
that numerous other burials occurred around the site. Seven possible burial sites have been located
through the use of dowsing rods and these have been marked by white pegs.
The grave has a rectangular basalt plinth which supports a decorative cast iron fence with twisted
corner and central columns with panels of circles and arches between spear topped posts. The
grave area is covered with quartz chips. There is a single headstone within the fence. The
inscription reads:
In affectionate Remembrance
of
Elizabeth Escott
who died 15th June 1856
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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OTHER NAME/S:

Aged 53 years
Also Fanny, her daughter
who died 6th Dec. 1855
Aged 15 years
A tender mother and a loving wife
Here sleeps in humble hope of better life
By side of daughter loved and cherished well
We leave the judgement day the rest to tell
HISTORY:
A tributary of Fryers Creek, Spring Gully was first rushed in late May 1852 and was found to be
rich in alluvial gold. The Specimen Hill area saw some of the earliest quartz workings on the
Mount Alexander field. A township known until 1867 as either Spring Creek or Spring Flat grew
quickly and at its peak had a population of several hundred Europeans and Chinese. One of the
families involved in mining activity in the area was the Escotts.
After her husband Thomas died in 1852, Mrs. Elizabeth Escott decided to leave Westmorton,
Somersetshire, England. With her travelled seven of her 11 children - Elizabeth, Mary, Fanny,
Thomas, Ellen, Rosa, and Johanna. They set sail from Liverpool on April 27, 1853 as unassisted
migrants. The ship, Miles Barton, was three months at sea and arrived in Melbourne on July 24,
1853. The family settled in Blacksmith's Gully near Fryerstown. Twins Matilda and Ann had died
prior to the family departure and two older children Isaac and Sarah, remained behind, married and
then joined the family with their spouses and three children in 1855.
Mary died in 1854 (the whereabouts of her grave is unknown), Fanny of consumption in 1855 at
the age of 15 and the mother Elizabeth of General Disability on 15 June 1856.
The eldest daughter, also named Elizabeth, married William Vickery Browning at Pentridge.
After the birth of their first son William, the Brownings moved to Spring Gully where nine more
children were born to them. One of the other Escott children, Sarah with her husband William
Boyce and one child, who had remained behind in England, settled in the Fryers Creek area c
1855. It is also believed that Isaac, with his wife Sarah and two children, left England about the
same time to be reunited with the Escotts. It is thought that the family of Rosa, the youngest
Escott, who lived in New Zealand were responsible for the erection of the headstone and fencing
of the grave c1862. There were 685 Escott descendants by 1975, some of them still living in the
Castlemaine and Fryerstown area.
The grave site was cleaned and quartz chips scattered on the grave, and the headstone and railing
painted by members of the Castlemaine Tourist and Publicity Association in 1951. It is cared for
today by members of the Browning family.
REFERENCES:
The Diggings News, March 2000
Pioneer Women of Castlemaine & District published by Business & Professional Women's Club,
Castlemaine c.1975 p.7
The Statement of significance, history and description have relied heavily upon the work by
Robyn Ballinger and Associates, Castlemaine Goldfields Burial Grounds Heritage Action Plan,
Parks Victoria, 2002.

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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Victorian Heritage Register: H1233
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Register of the National Estate - Database No: 019068, 019412- Indicative place
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be retained on the Victorian Heritage Register, retained on the
Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander Planning Scheme and retained on the Victorian
Heritage Inventory
RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
PRECINCT:

State

CASTLEMAINE DIGGINGS

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:
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ADDRESS: , Spring Gully
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
SG/11
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Eureka Gold Mines consist of a range of mining sites documenting quartz and alluvial
mining operations carried out from the mid 1850s to 1950s. The focal point of the precinct is
the Eureka reef glory hole and its associated cluster of stamping batteries and habitation sites.
This clustering is the best surviving example of early quartz mining technology and settlement
recorded in Victoria.
The Eureka Reef Gold Mines are of historic, archeological and scientific importance to the State
of Victoria.
The Eureka Reef Gold Mines are historically and scientifically important as a characteristic
example of an important gold mining area. Gold mining sites are of crucial importance for the
pivotal role they have played since 1851 in the development of Victoria. As well as being a
significant producer of Victoria's nineteenth century wealth, quartz mining, with its intensive
use of machinery, played an important role in the development of Victorian manufacturing
industry. The Eureka Reef Gold Mines are important as having mining relics from the
pioneering days of quartz mining, and also from other mining periods.
The Eureka Reef Gold Mines are archeologically important for their potential to yield artefacts
and evidence which will be able to provide significant information about the technological
history of gold mining.
DESCRIPTION:
Eureka Reef Surface Workings (Site 29)
The extensive open-cutting/stoping along the line of the reef belongs to an early phase of quartz
working, dating from 1854 to the 1860s. During the late 1850s about eleven batteries were
involved in crushing the extraordinarily wide body of quartz which made up the Eureka reef.
Eureka Co. Battery site (Site 30)
The locations of the early machinery and battery sites found in Poverty Gully match well with the
positions of the Eureka's Co.'s 35 hp engine and the adjoining engine site shown on a1861 mining
survey map. The two machinery sites in Poverty Gully were well and truly ruins by the time the
Campbell's Creek water race came through in the 1870s-80s.
Site 30.0 - Remains of an early machinery site. A flue leads from the base of a small stone
chimney stack to a boiler setting. The section of the stone-lined flue nearest the boiler setting has
been partly quarried away, revealing the inner channel of the flue, which is 40cm wide. The stone
walls were probably sealed by slabs of stone. Some sections of the boiler setting are intact. They
suggest a structure about 5.5m wide and 6.5m long. The stone walls of the boiler setting are 50cm
thick, and rubble resulting from the demolition of the boiler has been cut by a water race. 8m
South of the boiler house is a stone structure. The surviving sections of its walls suggest it had two
rooms. The most southern room is still intact, measuring 3.3m x 3.8m, with its walls standing to a
height of 1.2m. South of the two-roomed structure is the start of an earthen dam. The dam wall is
about 25m long and has a well- constructed outer facing of stone. This dam traps water coming
down from a feeder gully to Poverty Gully.
Site 30.1 - On the opposite side of the dam to Site 30.0 is an early crushing battery. This site
consists of an excavation for a boiler which is 4.8m wide and 6.8m long. In this excavation are
some fragments of granite bed stones (35cm thick). A flue uphill leads from this excavation, for a
distance of 90m. It is stone-lined, and, in places, capped with slabs of stone. Some of the stone
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slabs have been removed, exposing the stone sides of the flue. The inner channel of the flue is
50cm wide. The flue has been cut by a water race near where it joins to a round stone chimney
base. The chimney base has 70cm thick walls, and an internal diameter of 60cm (20").
Next to the excavation which housed the boiler are some stone walls. They suggest a room 4.6m
square. The walls are 45cm thick and the E wall is 4.6m long and stands to a height of 1.5m. 14m
W of the excavation is a large dump of battery sand.
Eureka Consolidated (Site 31)
The remains of the battery etc. appear to belong to the Eureka Consolidated. (1870s/1880s)
Site 31 - On the crown of the hill on the North arm of Poverty Gully, near the Poverty Gully
Branch water race syphon, are some stone house sites and a long tramway embankment which
heads West and terminates at a battery site. The latter contains the remains of stone boiler setting,
flue and stone chimney base, stamper footings, untreated tailings, and stone-lined dam. The battery
site is littered with hand-made red chimney bricks.
Eureka Central Co. Mine (Site 32)
The remains of the battery, and engine mounting blocks, shaft and tunnel near the water race
branch, belongs to the Central Eureka Co. which worked during the 1930s. The set of shear legs
was erected in the 1950s.
Site 32.0 - Near the syphon point of the Poverty Gully Branch water race, on the North side of
Poverty Gully, is a set of wooden shear legs, still in place above a shaft. The triangular set of
shear legs is about 7m high. Next to the shear legs is a tunnel, driven north towards the Eureka
Reef.
Site 32.1 - On the opposite side of the gully to the set of shear legs, is a battery site. This consists
of two small concrete mounting blocks, side by side. The most northerly one is 1.4m long and
50cm wide. It has a wooden beam through which four 3/4" iron bolts protrude. 1.3m from this
small engine block is larger one, 1.7m by 1.3m, with 6 iron bolts protruding (diameter 3/4").
Three metres W of the engine mounting blocks are two parallel wooden beams, both about 1.3m
long, 10" square, and situated 1.2m apart. Seven metres further W are some battery footings set in
concrete. The three blocks are each 1 1/4ft square, and have iron bolts through them, which would
originally have held wooden strengthening plates. The bolts have a diameter of 1 1/4". To the N of
the battery footings is a stone wall, measuring 1.5m long and 30cm thick. Its E end is buried by
sand and mullock.
Poverty Gully Cyanide Works (Site 33)
State of preservation of the galvanised iron vats and tank suggests they belong to cyaniding
operations carried out in 1950s
Site 33.0 - Eighty-three metres West of Site 35.1 are the remains of three galvanized iron lined
vats. They have a diameter of 4.5m (15ft). Alongside the vats is a 1,000-gallon water tank
standing on wooden foundations. Large lettering on the tank reads: POISON AL WATER.
South East of the vats is a dump of lime.
To the South are some substantial stone footings relating to an earlier building. The standing stone
walls suggest the building was about 5.3m square. Surviving walls are of stone and clay mortar,
and measure 40cm thick. The South wall is 1m thick and at its West end has a circular mound of
stone. This mound has a diameter of about 1.7m. There are three dumps of battery sand in the
confines of the structure, suggesting it was re-used for storage during the operation of the cyanide
plant.
Site 33.1 - At the head of the southern arm of Poverty Gully, just West of the junction of Eureka
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Road and track to the Chewton-Fryerstown main road, are the remains of some stone walls, as well
as a lot of battery sand, and some circular depressions. The site is very overgrown with
blackberries and other weeds.
Poverty Gully Water Race (Site 34)
The race in Poverty Gully is part of the V.W.S scheme which was built to supply water from the
Coliban River to Bendigo and district, as well as to Castlemaine, Maldon, Newstead and
Guildford, for both mining and domestic purposes. Originally, the race crossed Poverty Gully via
wooden flumes, as shown on a 1902 mining survey plan. According to a local historian, the
flumes were replaced with syphons during the 1930s.
Site 34.0 - The race runs around the slopes of Poverty Gully. It is still being used for irrigation
purposes. At the head of the southern arm of Poverty Gully the water crosses the gully via a
syphon system. Both syphon points are constructed of brick and concrete and measure 95cm wide
and 82 cm long. The depth of syphon is 1.4m. The two side walls of the northern syphon consist
of one course of bricks, with the front wall having two courses. The brick would have originally
been rendered with concrete. The race leading into the syphon point has been cut through stone
and measures 70cm wide and 1.55m deep.
Site 34.1 - On the ridge between the two arms of Poverty Gully, W of the Eureka reef can be seen
the outline of another underground syphon, which is part of the water race.
Residential Sites (Site 35)
Later 19th-century house sites. Race supplied water to Spring Gully.
Site 35. - To the South of Site 33, in the next small gully running into the southern side of Poverty
Gully, are the remains of several stone structures. One is a substantial building, whose walls still
stand, which someone has recently converted into a humpy.
Eureka Vineyard Co. (Site 37)
Machinery footings belong to the Eureka-Vineyard Company who operated the mine in Coombs'
Gully during the 1930s. The quartz workings found above the Eureka-Vineyard mine site probably
range in date from 1862 to 1870s.
Site 37 - On the East side of Coombs' Gully are the remains of a machinery site, consisting of two
concrete engine mounting blocks, the larger measuring 2.4m x 2.9m, the smaller 2.9m x 1.2m.
Both stand to a height of 1m. Also present are two parallel concrete footings terminating with a
concrete floor, a collapsed engine shaft, a large working area and stone-faced loading bay. Near
the machinery footings are several deep, open shafts. An iron baling tank is situated in the gully,
North West of the engine shaft.
South of the mine site, near the head of the gully, west side, are some shallow reef workings.
These include some small mullock heaps, shafts and open cut. Also the remains of a forge which
is 1.1m square, stands to a height of 50cm, and is enclosed on three sides by stone walls. The rear
wall retains a mullock heap coming from a shaft.
Cobblers Gully Battery Site (Site 38)
The early battery site in Cobbler's Gully cannot easily be matched with the historical record, but
the nature and type of construction, leaving aside its later re-use as a blacksmith shop, suggests it
is contemporary to the two early machinery sites found in Poverty Gully. This site may be
associated with the opening up of Higging's Reef, which appears to be a southerly continuation of
Eureka Reef.
Site 38. - 30m south of the Dingo Park turn-off, take the track heading east. Forty-five metres
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along, the track branches and heads down Cobbler's Gully to an early battery site, and quartz
workings connected with the southerly continuation of the Eureka Reef. The remains consist of a
round
a height of 5m. A short flue (2.2m) runs from the chimney stack to a stone building with three
walls, standing to a maximum height of 1.9m. The rear wall is 3.2m wide and the side walls are
4m. Tree growth is directly threatening one of the walls. A forge is located in the SW corner, and
in the middle of the building is a wooden anvil post. Six metres east of the building is an earthernwalled dam. Two metres south of the chimney stack is a stone wall, 3.4m long, approx. 40cm
thick and standing to a height of 50cm. Near this wall is another forge, measuring 1m x 90cm, and
50cm high.
Battery Site (Site 39)
Early machinery site probably dating to late 1850s.early 1860s
Site 39 - Located near the South East corner of the Dingo Park, on the East side of Cobbler's
Gully, are the remains of a stone structure. Little survives to indicate its original form, but the
remains are vaguely circular, suggesting that it may have been a chimney stack base. There is a
large dam in the gully below. A road heads South from this site to join with the 'Old Coach' Road.
South Eureka Co. (Site 40)
The two shafts and working paddocks were certainly being worked in the early 1900s. The one
nearest the chimney stack is Twomey and Co.'s shaft, and the other is Davis' shaft. In 1902, Davis'
claim and the adjoining South Eureka mine were amalgamated and machinery plant was erected in
1903. According to local sources, the poppet head of the South Eureka remained standing for
many years, until it was taken away for scrap after the Second World War. All that survives are
two forges, and a spread of mullock where the Mines Department filled in the shaft during the
1950s.
Site 40.0 - About 50m S of Site 38 are two deep, open shafts, associated with storage/loading
paddocks extended out into the gully through the construction of stone retaining walls.
Site 40.1 - On the opposite side of the gully to Site 40.0 are the remains of a mullock heap, near
which are the remains of two forges. The first forge is located on the southern edge of the gully,
and measures about 1.1m square. The second is located up the slope, is also 1.1m square, and
stands about 60cm above the ground. This forge is associated with some fire bars from a boiler,
and is being pushed over by a tree trunk.
HISTORY:
The Eureka Reef was opened in 1854 at a hill on the Shire's boundary known as The Monk and
was divided into 300 mining claims. Right on the surface there was a body of quartz 69 ft. wide.
The Eureka Mining Company took up several claims and was mining profitably by 1859. By 1860
the company reported it had new machinery working admirably including a 35 hp engine, 24 heads
of stamps and gear, but by late that year and into 1861 was idle as the company reorganised. It
began work again as the Phoenix Quartz Mining Co. in May 1861 but by September had let the
mine to tributors. The discovery of the new lines of reef, such as the Vineyard, encouraged
further development through the 1860s. Deep shafts were sunk in the 1870s to the 460 feet level
and a pyrites works was added to their plant. The only remaining public company, the Eureka
Consols was sold and was in the hands of the bank by 1879 but tributing continued through the
1880s. In the 1890s mining continued in the area of the Vineyard reef. Mining continued into
the early years of the twentieth century and was revived again in the depression years of the 1930s
and was an area reported as likely to be reopened as late as 1945.
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The history and descriptions are taken from - David Bannear, Historic Mining Sites in the
Castlemaine/Fryers Creek Mining Divisions, Department of Conservation and Natural Resources,
September 1993. The Site Numbers refer to his site numbering system.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Spring Gully Quartz mines consist of six main quartz mines. All the mines have
undisturbed mullock heaps, and four have mining machinery foundations. The main mine (the
parent company) of the network is the Spring Gully Company, which has the most
comprehensive range of mining relics, including stone, brick, concrete and timber engine and
battery foundations. The Spring Gully Quartz Gold Mines contain relics of quartz mining
carried on at the site between the mid 1850s and the late 1930s. During the reef's main mining
period, at the turn of the century,it was the district's premier gold producer.
The Spring Gully Quartz Gold Mines are of historic, archeological and scientific importance
to the State of Victoria.
The Spring Gully Quartz Gold Mines are historically important as a characteristic example of
an important form of gold mining. Gold mining sites are of crucial importance for the pivotal
role they have played since 1851 in the development of Victoria. As well as being a significant
producer of Victoria's nineteenth century wealth, quartz mining, with its intensive use of
machinery, played an important role in the development of Victorian manufacturing industry.
The Spring Gully Quartz Gold Mines are important for the manifestation of this facet of of
mining. The mining network is also significant because of its ability to illustrate a mining
sequence that spans some 80 years, and the phenomenon of a quartz mining boom, when the
success of one mine inspired the formation (and the nomenclature) of a host of new companies.
The Spring Gully Quartz Mines are archeologically important for the potential to yield artefacts
and evidence which will be able to provide significant information about the technological
history of gold mining.
DESCRIPTION:
Spring Gully Company Mine (Site No. 47)
Site consists of a well-constructed loading ramp (15m long x11.5m), with high stone and mortar
walls. Below the loading ramp are the remains of massive wooden battery footings, very decayed,
but each originally measuring about 1.5m long and 80cm thick. In places you can still see the
wooden strengthening plates set in a rough concrete. Below the battery lies an area, 16m by
11.5m, where the remains of a concrete floor are visible. This whole area has been ripped up by
fossickers looking for lost gold and amalgam.
Sixteen metres South of the battery footings are several engine- and winding-mounting blocks, in
reasonable condition. The most easterly block is on the West side of a comparatively recent iron
humpy (built by fossicker for shelter). It is a small engine-mounting block, constructed of brick
with a thin capping of concrete, from which protrude two sets of four iron bolts (1" diam.). Six
metres to the West is a large stone and brick mounting block, 6.1m long and 1.4m wide. The
stonework forms the bulk of the footings, on which sits a brick engine-mounting block measuring
4.8m by 1.2m. At its highest point, the block stands 1.7m. Three metres to the West is a small
brick engine-mounting block. It survives only at ground level, and measures 2.4m by 85cm.
About 11m to the West is another large stone and brick mounting block, 5.7m long and 1.4m
wide. Again, stone work forms the base, upon which sits brickwork, through which protrude
parallel lines of iron bolts, running along the length of the brickwork. A wooden plate (10" x 10")
is still attached to the West row of bolts.
Further to the West is an area covered by rubble, but partly visible are the remains of the footings
for the winding drum. The footings appear to be made from a mixture of stone and rough concrete.
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On the western side of the footings is a section of stone wall, 4.5m long and 30 to 40cm thick.
Above these footings is a thick stone base, approx 5m square, which may have been the chimney
base. This interpretation is supported by a long scatter of broken bricks, stretching for 12m in a
South West direction - probably what remains of the collapsed brick chimney stack. The bricks
are machine-made, with a long, wide frog on one side, in which is impressed NORTHCOTE. 24m
South of the winding plant is a large pepper tree, a dump of boiler ash, and the collapsed Hand of
Friendship shaft.
The remains of the 1930s plant lie 20m to the West of the large loading ramp. These are
constructed of concrete and are in poor condition. There are five discrete features here. The
largest mounting block measures 4.1m by 3.5m and stands 45cm. All the plant was housed in a
galvanised iron shed, about 13m by 10m, of which only the concrete footings survive. The shaft
lies to the S of the plant, and has been capped. 8m to the SE is a small dump of carbide, emptied
from miners' lamps.
A large open-cut runs along the West side of the machinery remains. It has been partly filled by
mullock from a succession of re-workings.
Spring Gully No. 1 Mine (Site No. 48)
Spring Gully No. 1 Mine. Plant was erected in 1899 and operated until 1916. In the 1930s, an
attempt was made to re-open the No. 1 shaft, but the pump was lost down the shaft and operations
ceased.
The machinery remains at this mine consist of a large engine-mounting block, 4.1m x 4.8m,
constructed of stone and brick. Galvanized iron tubes (approx. 4" diam)protrude 1.5m from the
top of the block. To the West of the engine block are the stone and brick footings of a winding
drum, measuring 4.2m by 2.3m. Further footings are only discernible by the odd engine bolt
protruding from the rubble and soil that covers most of the site. The site of the boiler lies to the
East of the large engine block. All that is visible of the boiler-setting is an outline of some stone
walls, and a flue leading to a stone chimney base (2.4m square). A spread of red, handmade brick
rubble lies to the North, although most of the whole bricks have been taken away.
7.8m to the North of the large engine block is a stone-lined pit, approx. 2.2m wide and 6.7m long.
Verne Hooper remembers this as the site of a Cornish-lift pump. The shaft is located on the North
end of the stone-lined pit. Large mullock heaps run around the West and North sides of the
machinery remains.
Spring Gully South Co. Mine (Site No. 49)
Plant was erected around 1898 and operated until 1908.
Little survives of the machinery erected at this mine. The shaft has been filled by bulldozing the
mullock heap. There is an impressive large mullock dump and the remains of a blacksmith shop
(4.6m by 3m) containing a forge(1.2m x 1.6m). On the East side of the blacksmith shop can be
seen the site of the boiler setting. Broken bricks litter the area. Some intact ones still survive they measure 22cm x 11cm x 7cm, and are handmade, red and frogless.
Spring Gully Junction Co. Mine. (Site No. 50)
This company operated a 12-head battery and winding plant from around 1898 to 1911. The mine
was not worked during the 1930s. The dam that supplied water to the Junction Mine is located on
the North side of the road leading down the hill to the settlement of Spring Gully. It has been
enlarged with a bulldozer.
Located on West side of Spring Gully. The remains here include a long line of wooden battery
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footings set in concrete. The full extent of the footings is masked by debris coming down the
slope. Next to the battery footings is an stone engine-mounting block, measuring 2.4m wide, 3.9m
long and standing to a height of over 1.5m. At least two iron bolts can be seen protruding from it.
Adjoining the engine block, is another, also of stone. This one is longer and narrower, being 1.3m
by 6.4m. It has several iron bolts in position.
To the East of the engine mounting blocks are the footings of the winding equipment. These
stone footings stand over 1.5m high and are 5.1m square. The shaft, which is still open, is 24m S
of the winding plant.
At the western end of the two engine mounting blocks is a stone building. The walls are 60cm
thick, and still stand to at least 1m above the existing ground level. The building has only side and
back walls and measures approx 8m by 3.5m. A levelled area exists at the front of the building,
over which is a spread of brick rubble. The bricks which litter the site are all handmade reds, but
are a mixture of a no-frog type, and ones with a wide, long, single frog.
The North Spring Gully Mine (Site No. 51)
The mine operated for a very short time, from 1898 to 1900. Remains include an intact mullock
heap, filled shaft and section of tramway.
Spring Gully Central Co. Mine (Site No. 52)
All that survives at this mine, located North of Spring Gully Junction mine, is one small enginemounting block (measuring 1.9m x 3m, with four 1" diam. iron bolts) and a spread of bricks. The
majority are firebricks, bearing the inscription DARLEY F.B. Co. According to Vern Hooper, the
shaft at this mine was sunk to a depth of about 120ft, and was re-worked in the 1930s with an airwinch.
Opposite this mine, on the east side of the gully, is the site of the Chinaman's Shaft. In the 1930s
a prospecting shaft cut some of the cross-cuts from this old Chinese shaft. Also near the
Chinaman's Shaft is Thompson's shaft, sunk after sluicing operations exposed a new reef.
HISTORY:
A tributary of Fryers Creek, Spring Gully was first rushed late in May 1852 and found to be rich in
alluvial gold. One party of four earned £200 each in less than a month. The gully's upper reaches
were known as Rocky Gully and the point where it joined with Cobblers Gully, was Spring Flat,
named for its mineral spring. A township, known until 1867 as either Spring Creek or Spring Flat,
grew up quickly and at its peak it had a population of several hundred Europeans and a large
number of Chinese. Hoskin's Emu Pub and General Store was established in 1855 and a post office
in 1861. At the gully's lower end, Cornish miners established a settlement known as Cornishtown.
The main road from Fryerstown to Castlemaine wound along Spring Gully, Cobblers Gully and
over the conical hill known as The Monk. The Spring Gully mines went deeper than most others,
forty feet in Cobblers Gully and about thirty feet on Spring Flat. When puddling machines were
introduced, a party could wash 50 oz of gold a week; some deposits reputedly yielded up to a
hundredweight of gold to the tub of wash dirt. In 1854, an outcrop of quartz named the Emu Reef
was discovered.
The Emu Reef at Spring Gully was discovered in 1854 and the Emu Reef Company formed in July
1859 issued shares at £100 each. Over the next sixty years it attracted the interest of several
companies but ground water and a smaller reef at greater depths were major problems that
discouraged investors. The last owner, Spring Gully Gold Mining Company, formed in 1893, won
payable gold until it closed the mine in 1916. In four years, the company extracted 46,729 tons of
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ore that yielded 22,340 oz. The Spanish and Cornish mine sank two shafts on a reef five feet below
the surface in April 1859 and the company's on-site crusher obtained 15 oz of gold to the ton.
Other profitable mines at Spring Gully were Spring Gully No. 1, South Spring Gully, North Spring
Gully and the Junction.
REFERENCES:
The statement of significance is taken from the Victorian Heritage Register. HR1234
The descriptions are taken from - David Bannear, Historic Mining Sites in the
Castlemaine/Fryers Creek Mining Divisions, Department of Conservation and Natural Resources,
September 1993. The Site Numbers refer to his site numbering system.
The history is taken from Phil Taylor, 'Environmental History', Shire of Newstead Heritage Study
Part 1, December 1998.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Cobbler's Gully gold puddling site consists of the remnants of one puddling machine
complete with an adjoining water dam. The site is located at the head of the gully. The gully's
middle reaches are particularly rich in significant relics from the past alluvial gold operations.
The puddling machine site is a good characteristic example of the puddling technology
developed in Victoria from 1854 in response to the need to process enormous amounts of clayey
soil which needed to be broken up to get at the gold. Horses were used to drag harrows around
a circular ditch in which the soil and water were mixed.
The Cobbler's Gully gold puddling site is of historic, archeological and scientific importance to
the State of Victoria.
The Cobbler's Gully gold puddling site is historically and scientifically important as a
characteristic and well preserved example of a site associated with the earliest forms of gold
mining which, from 1851, played a pivotal role in the development of Victoria. Puddling
machines' technology is particularly important in the history of Victorian gold mining as the
only technology or method developed entirely on Victorian goldfields.
The Cobblers Gully gold puddling site is archaeologically important for its potential to yield
artefacts which will be able to provide significant information about the cultural history of gold
mining and the gold seekers themselves.
DESCRIPTION:
The puddling site in Cobbler's Gully would date from some time in the period 1854 to c1880. The
site is on the west side of Cobbler's Gully 150 metres west of the stone-walled paddock. The
diameter of the inner mound is three metres and a fragment of the central wooden post is still
visible. The puddling trough is 1.6 metres wide and 500 mm deep and the outer mound is about
two metres thick. The total diameter is approximately nine metres. The outlet channel from the
trough is still visible. A dam survives in the gully.
HISTORY:
A tributary of Fryers Creek, Spring Gully was first rushed late in May 1852 and found to be rich in
alluvial gold. One party of four earned £200 each in less than a month. The gully's upper reaches
were known as Rocky Gully and the point where it joined with Cobblers Gully was Spring Flat,
named for its mineral spring. A township, known until 1867 as either Spring Creek or Spring Flat,
grew up quickly and at its peak it had a population of several hundred Europeans and a large
number of Chinese. Hoskin's Emu Pub and General Store was established in 1855 and a post office
in 1861. At the gully's lower end, Cornish miners established a settlement known as Cornishtown.
The main road from Fryerstown to Castlemaine wound along Spring Gully, Cobblers Gully and
over the conical hill known as The Monk. The early Spring Gully mines went deeper than most
others, forty feet in Cobblers Gully and about thirty feet on Spring Flat. When puddling machines
were introduced, a party could wash 50 oz of gold a week; some deposits reputedly yielded up to a
hundredweight of gold to the tub of wash dirt. In 1854, an outcrop of quartz named the Emu Reef
was discovered. The Emu Reef Company formed in July 1859 and the reef was worked by various
companies over the years.
Little information about the construction of the quartz roasting oven or possible Chilian Mill has
been located.
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REFERENCES:
David Bannear, Historic Mining Sites in the Castlemaine/Fryers Creek Mining Divisions,
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, September 1993. Site No. 42 (Description)
Phil Taylor, 'Environmental History', Shire of Newstead Heritage Study Part 1, December 1998,
(History)
Heritage Victoria statement of significance from the Victorian Heritage Register.(Statement of
Significance)
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OTHER NAME/S:

16/4/1998
MAP NAME & AMG REFERENCE: Castlemaine 7723-4-1, BU 549 887

Date of Photograph:
PROPERTY DETAILS:

CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON LEGISLATIVE REGISTERS

Victorian Heritage Register:
Victorian Heritage Inventory:
Local Planning Scheme:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON OTHER REGISTERS
Register of the National Estate - Database No: Indicative Place -

National Trust (Victoria) Register:
THEMATIC CONTEXT
1.
2.
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The Environmental Setting
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Towns and Settlements
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Good
Fair
CONDITION:
Poor
Ruins

6. Transport and Communications
7. Water Supply
8. Agriculture
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Substantially Intact
Altered Sympathetically
INTEGRITY:
Altered Unsympathetically
Damaged/Disturbed

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be nominated for addition to the Victorian Heritage Register,
included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander planning Scheme and nominated for
addition to the Heritage Inventory.
RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
PRECINCT:

State

CASTLEMAINE DIGGINGS
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Cobbler's Gully Old Coach Road and Accommodation Paddock consists of sections of a
road which once connected Castlemaine and Fryerstown, originally constructed in early 1852.
This road is now known locally as the 'Old Coach Road'. This was a major thoroughfare for
diggers coming from Melbourne in the early 1850s. The stone-walled paddock would have
been an 'accommodation paddock' for grazing of horses.
The Cobbler's Gully Old Coach Road and Accommodation Paddock is of historical,
archeological and scientific importance to the State of Victoria.
The Cobbler's Gully Gold Old Coach Road and Accommodation Paddock is historically and
scientifically important as a characteristic and well preserved example of a site associated with
the earliest transport routes through the of gold mining areas which, from 1851, played a pivotal
role in the development of Victoria.
The Cobblers Gully Old Coach Road and Accommodation Paddock is archaeologically
important for its potential to yield artefacts which will be able to provide significant information
about the cultural history of gold mining and the gold seekers themselves.
DESCRIPTION:
Cobbler's Gully's earliest surviving mining features are sections of a road which once connected
Castlemaine and Fryerstown, originally constructed in early 1852. This road is now known locally
as the 'Old Coach Road'. This was a major thoroughfare for diggers coming from Melbourne in
the early 1850s. The stone-walled paddock would have been an 'accommodation paddock' for
grazing of horses - the equivalent of today's multi-level carpark.
Turning off Eureka Road, on the southern side of the Monk, a road leads East to the main Chewton
to Fryerstown road. 200m East of the turn-off are the remains of a large, irregular-shaped, stone
paddock. It is aligned with the old Fryerstown-Castlemaine coach road. The North wall of the
paddock is 110m long, East wall 80m, South wall 140m and West wall 150m. All walls have a
base measurement of 1m, and are lined with stone on both faces, with an inner core of clay. On
the South East corner of the paddock are the remains of a building, with some walls still standing,
but largely hidden by dense blackberry growth.
HISTORY:
A tributary of Fryers Creek, Spring Gully was first rushed late in May 1852 and found to be rich in
alluvial gold. One party of four earned £200 each in less than a month. The gully's upper reaches
were known as Rocky Gully and the point where it joined with Cobblers Gully, was Spring Flat,
named for its mineral spring. A township, known until 1867 as either Spring Creek or Spring Flat,
grew up quickly and at its peak it had a population of several hundred Europeans and a large
number of Chinese. Hoskin's Emu Pub and General Store was established in 1855 and a post office
in 1861. At the gully's lower end, Cornish miners established a settlement known as Cornishtown.
The main road from Fryerstown to Castlemaine wound along Spring Gully, Cobblers Gully and
over the conical hill known as The Monk. The Spring Gully mines went deeper than most others,
forty feet in Cobblers Gully and about thirty feet on Spring Flat. When puddling machines were
introduced, a party could wash 50 oz of gold a week; some deposits reputedly yielded up to a
hundredweight of gold to the tub of wash dirt. In 1854, an outcrop of quartz named the Emu Reef
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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was discovered. The Emu Reef Company formed in July 1859 and the reef was worked by various
companies.
REFERENCES:
David Bannear, Historic Mining Sites in the Castlemaine/Fryers Creek Mining Divisions,
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, September 1993. Site No. 41 (Description)
Phil Taylor, 'Environmental History', Shire of Newstead Heritage Study Part 1, December 1998,.
(History)
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OTHER NAME/S:

Date of Photograph:
MAP NAME & AMG REFERENCE:
PROPERTY DETAILS:

Castlemaine 7723-4-1, BU 549 891

CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON LEGISLATIVE REGISTERS

Victorian Heritage Register: H1277
Victorian Heritage Inventory:
Local Planning Scheme:
HO974
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON OTHER REGISTERS
Register of the National Estate - Database No: Indicative Place -

National Trust (Victoria) Register:
THEMATIC CONTEXT
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The Environmental Setting
Exploration and Pastoralism
Gold
Towns and Settlements
Local Government
Good
Fair
CONDITION:
Poor
Ruins

6. Transport and Communications
7. Water Supply
8. Agriculture
9. Secondary Industry
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Substantially Intact
Altered Sympathetically
INTEGRITY:
Altered Unsympathetically
Damaged/Disturbed

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be retained in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme. It is recommended that the place be retained on the Victorian Heritage
Register. It is recommended that the place be retained on the Victorian Heritage Inventory. It
is recommended that the place be retained on the Register of the National Estate.
RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
SG/15
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Cobblers Gully quartz roasting site consists of the remains of small quartz roasting kiln.
Below the kiln are some largely buried foundations, including a circular feature which may be
the site of a Chilian Mill. The tailings associated with the foundations are very coarse. There are
several carting tracks associated with the site. The site may be very early, possibly dating to the
mid 1850s.
The Cobblers Gully quartz roasting site is of historic, scientific and archaeological importance
to the State of Victoria.
The Cobblers Gully quartz roasting site is historically and scientifically important as a
characteristic and well preserved example of an important form of gold mining. A necessary
preliminary to early quartz crushing was the roasting of the rock in a kiln. Roasting 'softened'
the quartz, making it brittle and easier to crush. It was also used to 'burn off' other minerals
which hampered the retrieval of gold. Quartz roasting was widely carried out on most goldfields
from the 1850s, but by the 1860s improvements in crushing technology largely discredited the
process. Evidence of this metallurgical process, such as the Cobblers Gully site, is extremely
rare in the State of Victoria.
The Cobblers Gully quartz roasting site is archaeologically important for its potential to yield
artefacts and evidence which will be able to provide significant information about the
technological history of gold mining. This would especially be so if the site did date from the
mid 1850s and the circular feature proved to be a Chilian Mill.
DESCRIPTION:
The Chilian Mill and quartz roasting ovens are north of Spring Gully on the east side of Cobbler's
Gully (this stretch of the Gully is also referred to as Rocky Gully). Along the Gully's edge is a site
that is reputed to be a Chilian Mill. The most visible remains are of a quartz roasting kiln, which
was evidently constructed by excavating a large hole in an exposed sandstone reef and building up
the sides and front walls, where necessary, with stone and mud mortar. The walls, of natural reef
and built stone, are approximately 500 mm thick. The kiln is 3.2 metres wide, 2.8 metres long and
at least 2.6 metres deep and had a short flue in the front wall (600mm square).
Above the kiln is a levelled working area, from which a well constructed road leads south.
Immediately in front of the kiln's entrance is another levelled area containing several sections of
stone footings, which are difficult to interpret as they are largely covered with soil. The footings
are certainly extensive and excavation would likely reveal substantial remains of what must have
been a sizable quartz treatment plant.
HISTORY:
A tributary of Fryers Creek, Spring Gully, was first rushed late in May 1852 and found to be rich
in alluvial gold. One party of four earned £200 each in less than a month. The gully's upper
reaches were known as Rocky Gully and the point where it joined with Cobblers Gully, was
Spring Flat, named for its mineral spring. A township, known until 1867 as either Spring Creek or
Spring Flat, grew up quickly and at its peak it had a population of several hundred Europeans and
a large number of Chinese. Hoskin's Emu Pub and General Store was established in 1855 and a
post office in 1861. At the gully's lower end, Cornish miners established a settlement known as
Cornishtown. The main road from Fryerstown to Castlemaine wound along Spring Gully,
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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Cobblers Gully and over the conical hill known as The Monk. The early Spring Gully mines went
deeper than most others, forty feet in Cobblers Gully and about thirty feet on Spring Flat. When
puddling machines were introduced, a party could wash 50 oz of gold a week; some deposits
reputedly yielded up to a hundredweight of gold to the tub of wash dirt. In 1854, an outcrop of
quartz named the Emu Reef was discovered. The Emu Reef Company formed in July 1859 and the
reef was worked by various companies.
Little information about the construction of the quartz roasting oven or possible Chilian Mill have
been located.
REFERENCES:
David Bannear, Historic Mining Sites in the Castlemaine/Fryers Creek Mining Divisions,
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, September 1993. Site No. 44
Phil Taylor, 'Environmental History', Shire of Newstead Heritage Study Part 1, December 1998,
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ADDRESS: , Spring Gully
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OTHER NAME/S:

Date of Photograph:
MAP NAME & AMG REFERENCE:
PROPERTY DETAILS:

Guildford 7723-4-2, BU 547 862

CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON LEGISLATIVE REGISTERS

Victorian Heritage Register: H1245
Victorian Heritage Inventory: H7723 -0193
Local Planning Scheme:
HO972
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON OTHER REGISTERS

Register of the National Estate - Database No:
National Trust (Victoria) Register:
THEMATIC CONTEXT
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The Environmental Setting
Exploration and Pastoralism
Gold
Towns and Settlements
Local Government
Good
Fair
CONDITION:
Poor
Ruins

6. Transport and Communications
7. Water Supply
8. Agriculture
9. Secondary Industry
10. Community Life
Substantially Intact
Altered Sympathetically
INTEGRITY:
Altered Unsympathetically
Damaged/Disturbed

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be retained on the Victorian Heritage Register, retained in the
Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander Planning Scheme and retained on the Victorian
Heritage Inventory
RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
PRECINCT:

State

CASTLEMAINE DIGGINGS
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Spring Gully Gold Puddling Site consists of the remnants of one puddling machine
complete with dumps of washing gravel, water dam and two house sites. The site comprises a
good characteristic example of the puddling technology developed in Victoria from 1854 in
response to the need to process enormous amounts of clayey soil which needed to be broken up
to get at the gold. Horses were used to drag harrows around a circular ditch in which the soil
and water were mixed.
The Spring Gully Gold Puddling Site is of historical, archeological and scientific importance to
the State of Victoria.
The Spring Gully Gold Puddling Site is historically and scientifically important as a
characteristic and well preserved example of a site associated with the earliest forms of gold
mining which, from 1851, played a pivotal role in the development of Victoria. Puddling
machine technology is particularly important in the history of Victorian gold mining as the only
technology or method developed entirely in the Victorian goldfields.
The Spring Gully Puddling Site is archeologically important for its potential to yield artifacts
which will be able to provide significant information about the cultural history of gold mining
and the gold seekers themselves.
DESCRIPTION:
The location and appearance of the puddler suggests it would date to mid/late 19th century.
Puddler
On the south side of a gully draining east into Spring gully is a 20 ft diameter weathered-looking
puddler. the puddler's inner mound (no pivot post), trench and outlet drain are all still well
defined. 20 metres upstream from the puddler is a breached dam. A channel leads from the dam
to the puddler.
House sites
25 metres up the slope (south) from the puddler is the remains of a single-roomed stone house
measuring 11 by 91/2 feet.
Located in the north east corner of the house site is a stone cairn (lease marker).
70 Metres north east from the puddler is the remains of a similar sized stone house. The house site
is located in the north east corner of a 13 metre square paddock.
HISTORY:
A tributary of Fryers Creek, Spring Gully was first rushed late in May 1852 and found to be rich in
alluvial gold. One party of four earned £200 each in less than a month. The gully's upper reaches
were known as Rocky Gully and the point where it joined with Cobblers Gully, was Spring Flat,
named for its mineral spring. A township, known until 1867 as either Spring Creek or Spring Flat,
grew up quickly and at its peak it had a population of several hundred Europeans and a large
number of Chinese. Hoskin's Emu Pub and General Store was established in 1855 and a post office
in 1861. At the gully's lower end, Cornish miners established a settlement known as Cornishtown.
The main road from Fryerstown to Castlemaine wound along Spring Gully, Cobblers Gully and
over the conical hill known as The Monk. The Spring Gully mines went deeper than most others,
forty feet in Cobblers Gully and about thirty feet on Spring Flat. When puddling machines were
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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introduced, a party could wash 50 oz of gold a week; some deposits reputedly yielded up to a
hundredweight of gold to the tub of wash dirt. In 1854, an outcrop of quartz named the Emu Reef
was discovered. The Emu Reef Company formed in July 1859 and the reef was worked by various
companies.
REFERENCES:
The statement of significance is taken from the Victorian Heritage Register. HR1245
The description is taken from - David Bannear, Historic Mining Sites in the Castlemaine/Fryers
Creek Mining Divisions, Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, September 1993.
Site No. 86
The history is taken from Phil Taylor, 'Environmental History', Shire of Newstead Heritage Study
Part 1, December 1998, (History)
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PROPERTY DETAILS: Allotment 13 Section 3 Parish of Yandoit
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON LEGISLATIVE REGISTERS

Victorian Heritage Register:
Victorian Heritage Inventory:
Local Planning Scheme:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON OTHER REGISTERS

Register of the National Estate - Database No:
National Trust (Victoria) Register:
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Substantially Intact
Altered Sympathetically
INTEGRITY:
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme.

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The house of 'Pleasant Grove' Homestead, Clay Pit Road, Strangways, is architecturally
significant at a LOCAL level. It demonstrates original design qualities of a Victorian Georgian
style. These qualities include the dominant hipped roof form, together with a bullnosed return
verandah that encircles the front and sides of the house. Other intact qualities include: the
unpainted brick wall construction; grey painted, lapped galvanised corrugated iron roof
cladding; symmetrical layout; two unpainted brick chimneys with corbelled tops; modest eaves;
timber framed, double hung ground floor windows; four panelled timber centrally-located
entrance door; regularly spaced, small, timber framed, six paned first floor windows;
rudimentary square timber verandah posts; and the minor verandah gable (marking the entrance
to the house) adorned with a timber finial, and panelling and battening in the gable end. The
gently sloping grassed bush setting, large palm tree, exotic shrubs and garden, nearby gum trees
and the simple timber post and rail fence also contribute to the significance of the place.
The site and house of 'Pleasant Grove' Homestead, Clay Pit Road, Strangways, are historically
significant at a LOCAL level. It is associated with the early grazing developments in the
Strangways area after the decline of gold mining from the mid 1850s. In particular, this
property is associated with David Johnson, English migrant and gold miner, who purchased this
and neighbouring land in 1855, built this house in 1860, and became a successful grazier until
his death in 1907.
Overall, the site and house of 'Pleasant Grove' Homestead, Clay Pit Road, Strangways, are of
LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The place known as 'Pleasant Grove' Homestead, off Claypit Road, Strangways, is identified by a
large two storey brick house set on gently sloping grassed bush setting. Neighbouring the house is
a large palm tree, exotic shrubs and garden, outbuilding and gum trees. A simple timber post and
rail fence forms the boundary to the house site.
The two storey, symmetrical, unpainted brick, Victorian Georgian styled house is characterised by
a dominant hipped roof form, together with a bullnosed return verandah that encircles the front and
sides of the house. These roof forms are clad in lapped, galvanised corrugated iron. Two
unpainted brick chimneys with corbelled tops adorn the roofline. Modest overhangs are a feature
of the eaves. On the ground floor, early timber framed, double hung windows are symmetrically
and regularly placed, while an early four panelled timber entrance door is centrally located. On
the first floor are regularly spaced, small timber framed, six paned windows. A feature of the
design is the encircling verandah, which is supported by rudimentary square timber posts. The
verandah on the main façade is denoted by a central, minor verandah gable (marking the entrance
to the house) that is adorned with a timber finial, and panelling and battening in the gable end.
HISTORY:
The small township of Strangways was established during the gold rush in the early 1850s. The
junction of the Loddon and Jim Crow Creek, about two miles south-east of present day Newstead,
was a landmark for early diggers trekking to Mount Alexander from the south west and from
Adelaide in 1852. More diggers arrived after the rush to Yandoit in March 1855 and they
established a settlement above the Loddon's flood plain. In addition to the rich gold resources of
the locality was the quality grazing land suitable for farming.
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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On 10 April 1855, David Johnson, a native of Essex, England who found success in mining
pursuits at Fryer's Creek and Forest Creek, purchased approximately 95 acres of grazing land
flanking Jim Crow Creek, at Strangways. The land had been fossicked by itinerant and later
Chinese miners in the early 1850s prior to Johnson's purchase. On 3 October 1860, Johnson called
tenders for the construction of this brick homestead, which was situated on 16 acres comprising
allotment 13, section 3 of his 'Pleasant Grove' landholdings in the Parish of Yandoit. After the
death of his wife, Johnson remarried in London, England, in 1884. By 1888, Johnson owned 400
acres and had become a successful grazier at Strangways. He died at Strangways in 1907 and was
buried at the Newstead Cemetery. In August 1907, 'Pleasant Grove' homestead was sold at public
auction. The Mount Alexander Mail advertised the extent of Johnson's estate which included rich
flat grazing land, the homestead, two cottages, dairy herd, horses, implements, dairy utensils,
household furniture and effects. In January 1908, 'Pleasant Grove' Homestead was sold to E.
O'Callaghan.
REFERENCES:
Mount Alexander Mail, 3 October 1860; 20 January 1870; 8 March 1907; 22 June 1907; 10
August 1907; 18 January 1908.
H.J. Johnson, 'Pioneer Days of the Johnson Family at Strangways in the Early 1850s', unpublished
manuscript, n.d., Bli Bli, Queensland, copy held in the Newstead & District Historical Society.
A. Sutherland, Victoria & Its Metropolis: Past and Present, vol.2A, McCarron Bird & Co.,
Melbourne, 1888.
Phil Taylor, 'Environmental History', Shire of Newstead Heritage Study Part 1, December 1998,
Parish of Yandoit map, c.1850s.
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PROPERTY DETAILS: Allotment 6 Section 3 Parish of Strangways
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON LEGISLATIVE REGISTERS

Victorian Heritage Register:
Victorian Heritage Inventory:
Local Planning Scheme:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON OTHER REGISTERS

Register of the National Estate - Database No:
National Trust (Victoria) Register:
THEMATIC CONTEXT
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in a 'Conservation Desirable' Schedule in the Shire
of Mount Alexander Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead Report.

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Conservation Desirable

PRECINCT:
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
This single-storey weatherboard house, with main hipped roof form with gable wing extending
on one side and a return hipped verandah, was probably built in the 1890s to 1910s, and is of
architectural significance to the Strangways township. Except for what appears to be some loss
of detail to the verandah, the building appears to be substantially intact, and its general roof
form, overall design and detailing, and the materials with which it has been constructed
contribute to the character of the Strangways area. There is a stone outbuilding on the the site as
well. The house also contributes to the streetscape of the main road through Strangways.
Further research and assessment may result in the building being of LOCAL architectural and
historic significance.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
The land on which this is located (Allotment 6 of Section 3 in the Parish of Strangways) was
granted to Thos. Kimpton. The Newstead Shire South Riding Ratebooks list the occupier of land
and buildings on the Jim Crow Creek as Thos. and Richard Kimpton in 1865. In 1867 Thomas
Kimpton is listed as the owner of a house at Strangways. In 1874 and 1879 Thomas and Richard
Kimpton are listed as Farmers with a cottage at Strangways.
In 1888 Thomas Kimpton had an entry in Victoria and its Metropolis:
"Kimpton, Thomas R., Clifton Hill, was born in Cambridgeshire, England and arrived in
Adelaide, South Australia on 14th June 1850 and was engaged threshing wheat with a flail on
Gillie's Plains in that colony on Black Thursday, 1851. On coming to Melbourne in 1852, he went
to the Forest Creek diggings, where with a party of five, he made £1000 in five months. He then
carried on a store at Eaglehawk for five months, clearing £2,500. After that he was at Kangaroo
Flat for four months, but sold out and left on account of the scarcity of water; then passing through
Melbourne, he went to Ballarat, and thence to Winter's Flat and engaged in gold digging. At the
latter place he made £50 per month for four months, and returning to Melbourne in July 1853,
bought a barque, which was however wrecked on the Tasmanian coast. He next brought 60 acres
of land on the Loddon and farmed until 1872, when he opened a wood and coal yard in Gertrude
Street Fitzroy...."
REFERENCES:
Parish plans
Newstead Ratebooks 1865, 1867, 1874 and 1879
Sutherland, ed. Victoria and its Metropolis, 1888, Vol 2B p. 729
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The brick Church, Hepburn Newstead Road, Strangways, is architecturally significant at
LOCAL level. It demonstrates original or early design qualities of a Victorian Early English
Gothic style. These qualities include the steeply pitched gable roof form and the exposed brick
wall construction. Other intact or early qualities include: timber bargeboards that terminate
with decorative circular motifs; large, crafted timber finial; lancets and pointed windows having
multi-paned diamond glazing; central pointed double door opening having vertical boarded
doors; exposed brick buttresses with two copings; decorative masonry details (window sills and
copings); and the gabled rear extension having horizontal weatherboard wall cladding and
timber framed, double hung, multi-paned windows.
The brick church, Hepburn Newstead Road, Strangways, is historically significant at a
LOCAL level. It is associated with the development of the Wesleyan (later Methodist) Church
in Strangways from 1864. Importantly, it was the most commodious Wesleyan Church in the
Newstead-Green Gully-Strangways region in the 1860s.
The brick church, Hepburn Newstead Road, Strangways, is socially significant at a LOCAL
level. It is recognised and valued by the Strangways community for religious reasons.
Overall, the brick church, Hepburn Newstead Road, Strangways, is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The church site on the Hepburn Newstead Road, Strangways is characterised by a brick church
building in a rural setting surrounded by gum trees.
The exposed brick, Victorian Early English Gothic styled church building is characterised by a
steeply pitched gable roof form, now clad in recent and inappropriate corrugated zincalume which
may have replaced corrugated galvanised steel cladding. The main gable features timber
bargeboards that terminate with decorative circular motifs, and a large, crafted timber finial. Three
lancets with multi-paned diamond glazing and a central, pointed double door opening having
vertical boarded doors are other features of the main gable end. Exposed brick buttresses with two
copings are situated along the longitudinal facades with masonry details distinguishing the window
sills and copings of the buttresses. Pointed windows are also located along the longitudinal
elevations. At the rear is an early horizontal weatherboard and gabled extension, also having a
recent and inappropriate corrugated zincalume roof. This early extension features timber framed
double hung, multi-paned windows. The weatherboard extension has been damaged by termites.
HISTORY:
Methodism was introduced in the Port Phillip District by the Wesleyan Methodists in 1838. The
Wesleyans were particularly active after the onset of the gold rush in 1851, in Fryerstown, as well
as in other areas such as Spring Gully, Donkey Gully, Welshmans Reef and at Strangways. The
first Wesleyan services at Strangways are said to have been held in Kimpton's barn in the late
1850s or early 1860s.
The Kimpton family donated the land on which the church was built in the 1860s. The Kimpton
family lived in a small cottage on the land opposite the church and farmed the surrounding land.
Tenders were first called for the construction of this brick church in July 1864, with the plans and
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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specifications available at 'Mr. Keast's store'. It appears nothing eventuated from this first
invitation and tenders were once again advertised in the Echo 'for Mason's, Carpenter's and
plaster's work together or separately' in November 1864. The plans and specifications were
available at 'Mr. McNeilance's store'. The Strangways Wesleyan Church opened in early 1865,
and it became the 'most commodious and stable' Wesleyan church building in the Newstead-Green
Gully-Strangways area in the immediate years. By 1883, repairs were required to the roof and for
painting, and tenders were called for the work on 3 February 1883. A weatherboard Sunday
School was constructed in 1897, measuring 20 feet by 15 feet, and this appears to have been a
separate building on the site. The rear weatherboard additions to the Church seem to have been
carried out before the turn of the century.
REFERENCES:
Mount Alexander Mail, 18 July 1864; 10 November 1864; 4 April 1871; 3 February 1883.
The Echo, 10 November 1892; 11 October 1896; 31 December 1896; 6 February 1897; 6 March
1897; 17 April 1897; 3 July 1897; 10 July 1897; 7 May 1898; 7 October 1898.
M. Lewis (ed.), Victorian Churches: Their origins, their story & their architecture.
Phil Taylor, 'Environmental History', Shire of Newstead Heritage Study Part 1, December 1998.
Submission to Mount Alexander Shire, 2011.
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in a 'Conservation Desirable' Schedule in the Shire
of Mount Alexander Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead Report. It is
recommended that the place be nominated for addition to the Victorian Heritage Inventory.
RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
This ruinous stone and brick structure, probably erected in the 1850s or 1860s, is of
architectural, historical and scientific significance to the Strangways district. The place appears
to be on allotment 7E of section 3A which was purchased from the Crown by L. Clemens on
20.7.1872. The Ratebooks list a Louis Clemens renting land at Strangways from the Crown in
1867 which may refer to this place.
The building indicates the early settlement of land in the area for agricultural and mining
purposes. The use of local stone in its construction is notable. The building is of importance
for its potential to provide information that will contribute to a greater understanding of the
history of the settlement and establishment of the district, and has a strong presumption of
archaeological research potential. Further historical research and archaeological investigation is
recommended.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
REFERENCES:
Parish Plans
Ratebooks 1867.
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The railway Bridge, beside Newstead Guildford Road, Strangways is architecturally and
scientifically significant at a LOCAL level. It demonstrates qualities of nineteenth century
bridge building, being a thirteen span steel and timber-decked structure with brick and render
supporting piers. The bridge is a picturesque and accessible example of a composite bricksteel-timber rail bridge, its interest is enhanced by the skewed piers.
Overall, the railway Bridge, Beside Newstead Guildford Road, Strangways is of LOCAL
significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The railway bridge is very long, spanning swampy ground and the creek valley and runs adjacent
to the Guildford Newstead Road making it a feature in the landscape. The bridge consists of 13
spans supported on brick piers which are skewed to the direction of travel of the tracks, and follow
the direction of the stream. The red face brick piers have rendered cappings. The piers support the
main span members which are steel rolled steel joists (RSJ). The deck is of transverse thick timber
decking which supports ballast for a single track. The entire bridge is approximately 65 metres
long and each of the thirteen spans is approximately 5 metres.
The bridge is a picturesque and accessible example of a composite brick-steel-timber rail bridge,
its interest enhanced by the skewed piers.
HISTORY:
The government-built railway from Melbourne reached Castlemaine in October 1862, six months
after the line to Ballarat was opened, but it was not until twelve years later, in 1874, that
controversy over the route to Maryborough was settled and the track was laid through the Shire
with five stations at Campbells Creek, Guildford, Strangways, Newstead and Joyces Creek.
It would appear that this low, long bridge was constructed as part of the extension through
Guildford and Newstead in 1874.
REFERENCES:
Phil Taylor, 'Environmental History', Shire of Newstead Heritage Study Part 1, December 1998,
p.40
National Trust of Australia (Victoria) file No. i2509 Timber Bridges Survey.
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme.
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Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Peterson Farmhouse, Newstead Guildford Road, Strangways, is architecturally significant
at a LOCAL level. It demonstrates original design qualities of a late Victorian style. These
qualities include the dominant hipped roof forms, together with a bullnosed return verandah that
encircles the front and sides of the house. Other intact qualities include: the unpainted brick
wall construction; lapped galvanised corrugated iron roof cladding; symmetrical layout; three
brick chimneys with corbelled tops; modest eaves; timber framed, double hung windows;
panelled timber centrally-located entrance door; and turned timber verandah posts.
The Peterson Farmhouse, Newstead Guildford Road, Strangways, is historically significant at
a LOCAL level. It is associated with the early agricultural developments in the Strangways
area after the decline of gold mining from the mid 1850s. In particular, this property is
associated with the Peterson family.
Overall, the Peterson Farmhouse, Newstead Guildford Road, Strangways is of LOCAL
significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The Peterson Farmhouse, Newstead Guildford Road, Strangways is situated at some distance from
the road within farm paddocks. The house has a small garden area marked by a concrete post,
metal pole and chain wire fencing. The brick house has a steeply pitched hipped roof over the
main house section with a smaller hipped roofed section over a wing of the house near the rear.
The main roof has two painted brick chimneys rising from the roof ridge. These have decorative
steeped corbelled brick bands near the top. There is a similar chimney rising from the smaller
roof. There is a bull nosed return verandah around three sides of the house. The roof is clad in
short lapped galvanised steel sheets. The house has narrow eaves and still retains the decorative
metal acroteria at the corners of the guttering. The verandah is supported on turned timber posts.
There is no remaining decorative verandah brackets or frieze. The walls are of face brickwork.
The main facade facing the road has a central doorway with a panelled timber door. There are
timber framed double hung windows on either side of the door. There are other similar windows
along the side elevations. There has been a mid twentieth century addition to one side with a
skillion roof.
HISTORY:
The land on which this is located (Allotment 5 of Section 3 in the Parish of Strangways) was
granted to Andrew Wylie in October 1855. He sold to James Telfer in 1858 . Telfer mortgaged
the property in 1871 but had paid off the mortgage by 1874. In 1874 he sold to Thomas Peterson.
The property remained in the Peterson family ownership for the remainder of the twentieth
century.
The Shire of Newstead Ratebooks in 1865 list James Telfer as the owner of Land and Buildings at
Loddon. From 1874 until 1879 Thomas Peterson, farmer is listed as the owner of 64 acres and
house at Strangways. The 1874 entry has the notation "formerly Telfer's".
Victoria and Its Metropolis has an entry: "Thomas Peterson, Strangways, was born in SchleswigHolstein, in 1828, and arrived in Melbourne in 1853. He at once commenced mining at
Castlemaine, and followed it up at Sandhurst, Campbell's Creek, Forest Creek, Golden Point,
Barker's Creek and Kangaroo Flat. He then took to carrying to the various rushes, and next settled
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger

Shire of Mount Alexander: Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead, 2000

PLACE:

Peterson House

ADDRESS: 395 Newstead-Guildford Road, Strangways
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
SN/06
31 May 2004

for seventeen years as a blacksmith at Campbell's Creek, where he also kept a hay, corn, and
produce store. In 1873 he removed to Strangways, purchased land, and is now engaged in general
and dairy farming."
The style of the building indicates that it was constructed in the late nineteenth or early twentieth
century.
REFERENCES:
A. Sutherland, Victoria & Its Metropolis: Past and Present, vol.2A, McCarron Bird & Co.,
Melbourne, 1888. p.252
Parish Plan
Title Information
Shire of Newstead Ratebooks 1865, 1867, 1874 - 1879.
Photograph held at the Newstead and Distirct Historical Society.
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Trudgeon Farmhouse, Newstead Guildford Road, Strangways, built in 1901 is
architecturally significant at a LOCAL level. It demonstrates original design qualities of a
late Victorian style. These qualities include the dominant hipped roof forms, together with a
return verandah that encircles the front and sides of the house. Other intact qualities include:
the unpainted brick wall construction; the rendered architrave around the front door with Queen
Anne scrolls at the base; the rendered sills on brackets; corrugated iron roof cladding;
symmetrical layout of the original section; four original brick chimneys with decorative
moulded rendered corbelled tops; modest eaves; timber framed, double hung windows;
panelled timber centrally-located entrance door.
The Trudgeon Farmhouse, Newstead Guildford Road, Strangways, is historically significant at
a LOCAL level. It is associated with the early agricultural developments in the Strangways
area after the decline of gold mining from the mid 1850s. In particular, this property is
associated with the Trudgeon family.
Overall, the Trudgeon Farmhouse, Newstead Guildford Road, Strangways is of LOCAL
significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The Trudgeon Farmhouse, Newstead Guildford Road, Strangways is set at a substantial set back
from the road boundary. It is built on a relatively flat site in a large garden setting. The central
section of the building is the early building. This has a hipped M form roof with originally a
hipped roof extension to the east which has been extended in the twentieth century in a matching
roof form. The building has also been extended to the west by a long hipped roof wing. There are
four original face brick chimneys with decorative rendered bases and moulded rendered corbelled
tops. There is an introduced convex form return verandah across the original section and
extending across the face of the new extensions. The verandah has introduced turned timber posts,
cast iron brackets and frieze work of an appropriate style. The walls are of unpainted brick with a
rendered base course, rendered architrave around the front door which terminates in Queen Ann
scrolls at the base. There is a central doorway with panelled timber door. On either side is a
timber framed double hung window with a rendered sill supported on rendered brackets. There are
similar windows in the side walls .
While the building has been extended, the original section of the house is still easily recognised.
The altered verandah is in keeping with the style of the building.
HISTORY:
The land on which this is located (Allotment 28 of Section 4 in the Parish of Strangways) was
granted to T.R. Kimpton in May 1855.
The Shire of Newstead ratebooks in 1867 list William Trudgeon as paying rates for land etc., at
Strangways. In 1875, he is listed as a farmer and is renting the land from T.R. Kimpton as well as
owning some land. In 1876 the ratebooks he is rated for a house on land he owns as well as
renting from Kimpton. In 1888 he is paying rates as owner for allotments 27 and 28 of section 4.
The 1901 ratebooks list William D Trudgeon as the owner of a new house in the Parish of
Strangways.
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It would appear that the Trudgeon family farmed this land since at least 1867, renting it from T.R.
Kimpton. By 1888 he had purchased the land and in 1901 erected the existing building on the site.
The Newstead and District Historical Society holds an early photograph of the Trudgeon home
which shows the central section of the building with a slightly concave form verandah returning
on three sides. The verandah is supported on plain square timber posts. There are no decorative
brackets or frieze. The only decoration is the rendered chimney tops and metal acroteria marking
the corners of the eaves gutters. The garden is shown as shaped beds divided by crushed quartz
paths near the house and grassed areas beyond.
The building has been extended in the late twentieth century with hipped roof extensions on both
sides of the original house. The verandah has been altered to a concave roof form and extended
along front of the extensions.
The former stables at the Newstead Police Station were reerected behind the house on this property
in the early 2000s.
REFERENCES:
Parish Plan
Shire of Newstead Ratebooks 1867, 1875, 1876, 1877, 1878, 1879, 1886, 1888, 1890, 1900,
1910, 1915.
Photograph held at the Newstead and District Historical Society "Trudgeon house, Strangways"
Community Consultation.
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Farmhouse, Newstead Guildford Road, Strangways, is architecturally significant at a
LOCAL level. It demonstrates original design qualities of a late Victorian style. These
qualities include the dominant hipped roof form, together with a return verandah that encircles
the front and sides of the house. Other intact qualities include: the unpainted brick wall
construction; lapped galvanised corrugated iron roof cladding; symmetrical layout; three brick
chimneys with corbelled tops; modest eaves; timber framed, double hung windows; panelled
timber centrally-located entrance door; regularly spaced, small, timber framed, windows and
timber verandah posts.
The Farmhouse, Newstead Guildford Road, Strangways, is historically significant at a LOCAL
level. It is associated with the early agricultural developments in the Strangways area after the
decline of gold mining from the mid 1850s. In particular, this property is associated with the
Peterson family in the twentieth century.
Overall, the Farmhouse, Newstead Guildford Road, Strangways is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The Farmhouse, Newstead Guildford Road, Strangways is set at a moderate set back from the
road. There is an early twentieth century rendered brick fence with angled ingo and metal pipe and
woven wire gate. There are remnant garden plantings including a large Canary Island Palm to one
side of the building. Behind the house are various farm shedding.
The house has a dominant, steeply pitched hip roof clad in corrugated steel. There are two slender,
tall brick chimneys with mould rendered tops. The roof has narrow eaves and springing from just
below the eaves in a straight pitched verandah roof also clad in corrugated steel. The verandah is
supported on square timber posts and returns down both sides of the building. The walls are of
face brick. There is a central doorway with transom light over. On either side of the doorway is a
timber framed double hung window with a rendered sill.
HISTORY:
The land on which this is located (Allotment 33 of Section 4 in the Parish of Strangways) was
granted to Donald McNaughton in May 1855. In 1860 the property was conveyed to John
McNaughton. He sold the property to Donald Matheson in 1862. In 1890 Donald Matheson sold
the property to David Johnson. On his death in 1907 the property was sold to Theodore Peterson
who owned the property until 1954 when he sold to Gordon John Holland. In 1965 he sold to
Rufus Thomas Chapman who sold it the next year to the Hepburn family.
The 1865 Shire of Newstead ratebooks list Donald Matheson paying rates on a house and land on
the Loddon River. In 1874 he is described as a farmer paying rates on allotment 33 of section 4.
In 1878 and 1879 he appears to have leased part of the allotment as Abraham Sutcliffe is paying
rates on a store and residence, Strangways . Matheson is still paying rates for agricultural land. In
1890 to 1892, when David Johnson is listed as owner, the property is only described as land.
Both McNaughton and Matheson have entries in Victoria and Its Metropolis:
"McNaughton, Donald (deceased), Strangways, was born in Argyllshire, Scotland, in 1817, and
arrived at Sydney, New South Wales, in 1839. He was married 30th May 1843, to Isabella
McPherson, who arrived in Australia in November 1839. Mr. McNaughton was engaged as a
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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shepherd in New South Wales for seven years, and was then for two and half years on the
Murrumbidgee, after which he came to Victoria in 1847. Three months later he went back to New
South Wales, but returned in 1855 to Victoria, where he died 29th May 1864, leaving his widow in
possession of 440 acres of land and in comfortable circumstances."
"Matheson, Donald, Strangways, was born in Sutherlandshire, Scotland, in 1827, and arrived in
this colony in November 1851, he was engaged in mining successfully at Mount Alexander,
Bendigo, Castlemaine and the Ovens, and again at Castlemaine, he next commenced teaming in
the various diggings, and after a time bought a farm at Muckleford, on which, however, he
remained only for eighteen months; he then purchased another farm at the same place, on which he
remained five years, and selling out removed to his present farm of 140 acres of his own land. He
is married and has a family of several children."
The building fabric suggests that is was constructed in a late Victorian style. It appears to have
been built for the Peterson family.
REFERENCES:
A. Sutherland, Victoria & Its Metropolis: Past and Present, vol.2A, McCarron Bird & Co.,
Melbourne, 1888. pp.249-250.
Parish Plan
Title Information
Shire of Newstead Ratebooks 1865, 1867, 1874, 1878, 1879, 1889, 1890, 1891, 1892.
Submission to Mount Alexander Shire, 2011.

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
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Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Victorian Gold Dredging Company Terminus, Strangways remains consist of a one metre
low bank associated with some pine trees.
The Victorian Gold Dredging Company Terminus, Strangways is historically significant at a
LOCAL level as it is associated with the most successful dredging operation in the Mt
Alexander and Fryers Mining division. Gold mining sites are of crucial importance for the
pivotal role they have played since 1851 in the development of Victoria.
Overall the Victorian Gold Dredging Company Terminus, Strangways is of LOCAL
significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The dredge terminus remains consist of a one metre low bank associated with some pine trees.
The bank marking the different levels between the dredged (lower levels) and non-dredged (upper
level) located to the south east of a house.
HISTORY:
On the whole the decade from 1920 to 1930 was a period of prosperity in Australia. High prices
were obtained overseas for the country's principal exports...The gold mining industry did not,
however, share these buoyant conditions. Scarcely had the mines recovered from the effects of the
1914-1918 war, when in 1925 the price of gold was brought back to the pre-war level. Although
the larger mines in Western Australia were able to carry on, by 1928 the industry as a whole was
in a bad way and attracted little public interest. The end of the decade saw the onset of depression.
These depressed conditions continued to deepen until in September 1931, Great Britain abandoned
the gold standard, and from the end of 1932 the dollar price of gold in the United States of
America increased. The influence of these changes on the gold mining industry, coming as they
did at a time when costs were low and labour plentiful, was astonishing. Old mines were reopened
in all the gold producing states. This revival of activity had the support of the Commonwealth and
State governments through attractive taxation exemptions and other inducements. Lode mines
were re-opened at nearby Welshman's Reef, deep lead mines were established to mine beneath the
basalt covered Guildford Plateau, and groups of miners camped beside the Loddon River and
earned a meagre living panning, sluicing and cradling gold from the river gravels.
In 1934 a Maldon syndicate consisting of J.J. Waldron, A.C. Meyer and J. Somer applied for a
lease over a large area of ground covering part of the Guildford Plateau and a section of the
Loddon River flat between Strangways and Newstead. The syndicate submitted this holding to
Gold Mines of Australia Ltd., of Melbourne, a company which had been formed by Broken Hill
interests with a view of participation in the expanding gold mining industry. Engineers of the
Company recognised that the principal gold deposits were in the shallow recent gravels and that
the area was a potential bucket dredging proposition. After extensive sampling in 1934 and 1935
the Victoria Gold Dredging Company N.L. was formed in 1936 and a dredge was manufactured
and erected by Thompsons (Castlemaine) Ltd. Dredging commenced in July 1938. During the
most critical years of World War II dredging was carried on under conditions of great difficulty
including the impressment of the Company's caterpillar tractors for war purposes necessitating
their temporary replacement with horse teams; and strict petrol rationing the effects of which were
largely overcome by fitting all the Company's vehicles with charcoal burning gas producers. The
Company's workshop and engineering establishments was placed at the disposal of the Department
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger

Shire of Mount Alexander: Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead, 2000

PLACE:
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of Supply and Shipping.
In addition to the usual routine work , the Company was obliged under the terms of the lease to
carry out ancillary earthworks aimed at preventing the pollution of the Loddon River, and the
flooding and erosion of unconsolidated dredged ground. The largest single undertaking falling
into this category was the excavation of a new course for the Loddon River. This channel, which
was approximately one mile long, was constructed wholly through dredged land. This work
enabled the river to be permanently diverted from its established course, this rendering it possible
to dredge the original bed and banks without polluting the flowing river water with sludge.
Dredging continued until March 1948, when all payable ground in the leases had been dredged and
the plant was closed down. The dredge was dismantled and taken to Amphitheatre near Avoca.
REFERENCES:
"Newstead Gold" An account of dredging and resoiling work carried out by Victorian Gold
Dredging Co, N.L. in the Loddon River Valley, near Newstead, Victoria n.d, copy held at the
Newstead and District Historical Society. (History largely taken from this account)
David Bannear, Historic Mining Sites in the Castlemaine/Fryers Creek Mining Divisions,
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, September 1993. Site Nos. 84A, 84B
(Description ).

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former Strangways School, Strangways School Road, Strangways, is architecturally
significant at a LOCAL level. The school demonstrates design qualities of the standard
Education Department 100 type school. These intact qualities include the gable main roof and
gable porch roofs clad in corrugated steel, the face brick walls on a stone base, the timber
casement and transom windows, the timber barge boards and timber entry doors.
The former Strangways School, Strangways School Road, Strangways, is historically
significant at a LOCAL level. The school is associated with the development of Strangways
from 1875 until the mid 1970s.
The former Strangways School, Strangways School Road, Strangways, is socially significant at
a LOCAL level.
Although no longer used as a school it is valued by the Strangways
community for its association with education in the district.
DESCRIPTION:
The former Strangways School, Strangways School Road, Strangways, is on a slightly sloping site
in a lightly timbered area. The building is set at a moderate set back from the road boundary. The
school is a single school room building with a small entry porch at each end. It has a gable roof
clad in corrugated steel. The gable ends have timber barge boards and are now devoid of finials.
The walls are of pale red-pink bricks, which were probably manufactured locally, on a stone base.
There are four timber framed windows down one side and a rectangular window opening with a
transom light and pair of timber framed casement windows in the centre of the front gable wall.
Above this window is a rectangular vent with timber louvres in the gable. The small entry porch
has a gable roof and is situated to one side of the main gable wall. There is a narrow rectangular,
timber framed window in the gable wall of the porch and a door opening on the sheltered return
wall.
There is a red brick addition to one side which appears to date form the late twentieth century.
HISTORY:
The first school in the Strangways area was Common School No, 705 Strangways which opened
on 11 January 1864 with Robert A Richardson as Head Teacher. It was located on Giovetti's
selection, said to be about a mile from the Strangways railway station and four miles from
Newstead. The school had an average attendance of 31 in its opening year. It closed on 30
September 1870 and was replaced by No. 1064 Strangways about which nothing is known.
No. 1064 Strangways was in turn replaced by No. 1538 Strangways and the present brick school
opened in about 1875. The location is said to be three quarters of a mile south west of the
Strangways railway siding. Enrolment varied from over 100 to five according to the rise and fall
of alluvial mining and operation in the area of a gold mining dredge which closed down in 1948
because of rising costs. The school opened and closed many times. In the twentieth century it
closed in 1936, reopened 25 July 1938, closed December 1959, reopened 6 February 1962 and
closed in December 1964. In the late 1970s the school was used as a holiday centre for Melbourne
suburban schools.
The school is an example of the many early Education Department single room schools built
between 1873 and 1890. Most were built of timber to a standard plan - one room and porch entry
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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with gable roofs and windows at the front and rear and down one side of the main room. They
were generally 40 type (24' by 16'), 60 type (30' by 18'/20') and 80 type (40' by 20"), the type
number referring to the number of students accommodated. This building is one of the less
common 100 type (50' by 20'). These larger schools were more often built of brick than timber.
REFERENCES:
Blake (ed), Vision and Realisation, Vol 2. p.773, 749, 674
Photograph held at the Newstead and District Historical Society, c 1920

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
Inverness, Strangways School Road, Strangways is architecturally significant at a LOCAL
level. The house and shed demonstrate original design qualities of a Victorian vernacular style.
These qualities include the gabled roof forms, together with skillion verandah across the front
the house. Other intact qualities include: the rendered and timber framed, stone and mud wall
construction; lapped galvanised corrugated iron roof cladding; symmetrical layout; rendered
chimney with corbelled band; timber framed, double hung windows; panelled timber centrallylocated entrance door; and timber verandah posts.
Inverness, Strangways School Road, Strangways, is scientifically significant at a LOCAL
level. The shed construction of a frame of roughly squared bush timbers infilled with roughly
coursed field stones set into mud is an unusual form of vernacular construction. The mud
rendered walls of the house suggest that it may be of similar construction.
Overall, Inverness, Strangways School Road, Strangways is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
Inverness, Strangways School Road, Strangways is situated on a sloping site and has a modest
setback from the road. The house has a garden setting with some remnant exotic planting. The
place consists of the house and a short distance away a shed.
The house has a transverse gable roof with a rendered chimney at the apex at one end. The
chimney has a band of render for decoration. The steeply pitched roof changes pitch at the front
wall and continues to form the front verandah roof. The verandah is supported on square timber
posts. There are no decorative brackets or frieze. The roof is clad in corrugated steel. The walls
are rendered and appear to be of a form of earth construction either mud brick, cob or some
combination of timber frame, stone and mud as used in the shed. The house has a central doorway
with a panelled timber door. On either side is a timber framed, double hung window.
The shed has a gable roof clad in corrugated steel. The walls have a frame of roughly squared
bush timbers infilled with roughly coursed field stones set into mud. This is an unusual form of
vernacular construction. In one long side of the shed is a wide timber door which runs the full
height of the wall. The door is clad in vertical timber boards.
HISTORY:
The land on which this is located (Allotment 32B of Section 4 in the Parish of Strangways) was
granted to A Pengelly.
The Shire of Newstead Ratebooks in 1865 list Arthur Pengelly paying rates for a store at
Strangways. In 1867 he is paying rates on a house owned by Duncan Campbell. He does not
appear to pay rates from 1874 until 1879. In 1879 he is listed as a Miner paying rates on
allotments 32A and B of Section 4 - 10 acres of land and house. He is still listed as the owner and
ratepayer of this place in 1888.
No other historical information has been found about the building.
REFERENCES:
Parish Plan.
Shire of Newstead Ratebooks, 1865, 1867, 1874, 175, 1878, 1879, 1888.
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Mullock Heaps, Strangways School Road, Strangways, consist of a line of small mullock
heaps. Some of these were created in the 1970s from the remains of smaller mullock heaps
from mine shafts. The mullock was bulldozed into larger heaps to assist with the farming of the
area.
The Mullock Heaps, Strangways School Road, Strangways, are of historical interest as they
indicate mining activity in the Strangways area. Gold mining sites are of crucial importance for
the pivotal role they have played since 1851 in the development of Victoria.
DESCRIPTION:
The series of small mullock heaps are in a field and indicate the mining activity in the area. There
are numerous sink holes in the area indicating the original sites of the shafts.
HISTORY:
A number of the existing mullock heaps were created in the 1970s when the mullock from small
shafts were bulldozed together to form larger heaps to assist with the farming of the paddocks.
REFERENCES:
Submission to the Mount Alexander Shire by present owner 2011.
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
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Inventory.
RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
PRECINCT:
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Golden Plateau Gold Mine consists of a mainly intact large mullock heap with with three
main dumping lines with an arrangement of high posts. There is also a collapsed iron chimney
stack and concrete mounting beds.
The Golden Plateau Gold Mine is historically significant at a LOCAL level as the mine is
associated with the revival of mining in the 1930s. The mine was the main deep lead mine to
operate during this time in the Castlemaine Mining Division. Gold mining sites are of crucial
importance for the pivotal role they have played since 1851 in the development of Victoria. The
site has scientific significance as a relatively intact small scale deep lead mine including
mullock heap, timberwork, and machinery plant footings. The mullock heaps are landscape
features in the setting against the Guildford Plateau escarpment.
Overall the Golden Plateau Gold Mine is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The mine site is located at the base of the escarpment and is a mainly intact large mullock heap
with three main dumping lines. On the north-west corner of the heap is an arrangement of high
wooden posts. Also visible from the road is a collapsed iron chimney stack and some concrete
mounting beds.
HISTORY:
The Guildford Plateau Gold Mines Company N.L. was formed in October 1932 to mine a lease
along the Guildford Lead of approximately 2 miles. This lead (the ancient bed of the Loddon
river) is fed by auriferous tributaries from Castlemaine, Chewton, Fryerstown, Daylesford,
Yandoit and Maldon and thence continues as a main tributary of the Berry- Moolort-Loddon
system which it joins at Baringhup, some 15 miles north-west of Guildford.
Shaft sinking commenced in May 1933.
operating in July 1939.

The mine worked through the 1930s and was still

REFERENCES:
David Bannear, Historic Mining Sites in the Castlemaine /Fryers Creek Mining Divisions,
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, September 1993. Site Nos. 112 (Description
and history).
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The bridge of Joyce's creek is a very simple timber bridge which demonstrates qualities of
nineteenth century bridge building. The bridge has round piles into the creek bed with large
timber beams spanning the piles. These support smaller timber bearers crossing the stream
which support the bridge. There is no side railing to the bridge. The bridge would appear to
date from the nineteenth century. These simple engineering works from the nineteenth century
are rapidly disappearing and it is recommended that their retention and repair be encouraged.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
REFERENCES:

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
This farm complex consisting of an early 20th century weatherboard farmhouse, with a double
hipped roof form and front verandah, and farm outbuildings, is located in a garden setting with
mature exotic trees, amongst open farmland. The house was relocated to this site by Harry
Griggs a Soldier Settler. It is of architectural and historic significance to the Strathlea district.
The establishment of farms after World War I by Soldier Settlement, was a major factor in
forming the present rural character of the Strathlea district. The present farm complex is
representative of that era, and appears to be substantially intact. Retention of the general roof
form, external materials, fenestration, and detailing is desirable.
Further research and
assessment may result in the building being of LOCAL architectural and historic significance.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
This house was moved onto this site by Harry Griggs, a soldier settler.
REFERENCES:
Local informant Margaret Lewis.
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of Mount Alexander Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead Report.

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Conservation Desirable

PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger

Shire of Mount Alexander: Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead, 2000

PLACE:

Residence

ADDRESS: Strathlea Road, Strathlea
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
ST/03
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
This farm complex consisting of an early 20th century weatherboard farmhouse, with hipped
and gable roof form and verandah is located in a remnant garden setting with some mature
exotic trees, amongst open farmland. It is of architectural and historic significance to the
Strathlea district. The establishment of farms in the early 20th century, whether by independent
land purchase or by Soldier Settlement, was a major factor in forming the present rural
character of the Campbelltown and neighbouring Strathlea districts. The present farm complex
is representative of that era, and appears to be substantially intact, although a skillion additional
has been added at the rear of the house. Retention of the general roof form, external materials,
fenestration, and detailing is desirable. Further research and assessment may result in the
building being of LOCAL architectural and historic significance.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
REFERENCES:

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Place No:
ST/04

Former Strathlea State School No. 4201

ADDRESS: Strathlea Road, Strathlea

31 May 2004

OTHER NAME/S:

9/7/1998
MAP NAME & AMG REFERENCE: Campbelltown 7623-1-2, BU 636 844

Date of Photograph:
PROPERTY DETAILS:

CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON LEGISLATIVE REGISTERS

Victorian Heritage Register:
Victorian Heritage Inventory:
Local Planning Scheme:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON OTHER REGISTERS

Register of the National Estate - Database No:
National Trust (Victoria) Register:
THEMATIC CONTEXT
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The Environmental Setting
Exploration and Pastoralism
Gold
Towns and Settlements
Local Government
Good
Fair
CONDITION:
Poor
Ruins

6. Transport and Communications
7. Water Supply
8. Agriculture
9. Secondary Industry
10. Community Life
Substantially Intact
Altered Sympathetically
INTEGRITY:
Altered Unsympathetically
Damaged/Disturbed

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in a 'Conservation Desirable' Schedule in the Shire
of Mount Alexander Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead Report.

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Conservation Desirable

PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger

Shire of Mount Alexander: Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead, 2000

PLACE:

Former Strathlea State School No. 4201

ADDRESS: Strathlea Road, Strathlea
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
ST/04
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
This original Strathlea School is a single-storey weatherboard building with a gable roof. The
school retains the corrugated steel roofing , weatherboard cladding and form. It has been
extended by linking a similar shaped building to one side and building a skillion roofed
verandah across the face of both buildings. Although altered and extended the former Strathlea
School is of social and historic significance to the Strangways area. The retention of the
original building as a reminder of the central place the school played in the social life of the
local community should be encouraged. Further research and assessment may result in the
building being of LOCAL architectural and historic significance.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
The history of the school is set out in Vision and Realisation as:
"Two soldier settlers, Isaac Lees and Joseph Dodson, first proposed the establishment of a school
at Strathlea. SS4201 opened on 13th of January 1924 with Barbara Carlisle as Head Teacher.
Classes were held in a leased three room wooden house situated along Captain's Gully Road, 11/2
miles from the location of the present school. The 11 pupils enrolled on the first day increased to
13 before the end of the year. The present wooden school began as a shelter shed brought from
Kangaroo Flat and renovated and adapted. The School Committee elected Isaac Lees its first
President and Joe Dodson its first Secretary. The school closed in 1943, and the Department
proposed transferring it to a new site at Upwey. However, a petition signed by local people, and
presented to the local member of Parliament resulted in the school being retained and reopened on
18th April 1956. "
Local reminiscences recall that the school was the local community hall with fortnightly dances
held there during World War 2, local meetings of the Hospital Auxiliary, card nights, Christmas
concerts, kitchen teas, farewells and welcomes. From the 1920s until the 1960s the school was
used for fortnightly church services. The school was described as the hub of the district of
Strathlea.
The school had an enrolment of 10 in 1979. It later closed and has been extended and used as a
residence.
REFERENCES:
Blake (ed), Vision and Realisation, Vol. 2 p.842
Lewis, Strathlea
Minute book, "Back to Strathlea", October 27-28, 1979. pp55-6

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Place No:
TA/01

Ruins

ADDRESS: Vaughan Tarilta Road, Tarilta

31 May 2004

OTHER NAME/S:

24/4/1998
MAP NAME & AMG REFERENCE: Guildford 7723-4-2, BU 515 830
Date of Photograph:

PROPERTY DETAILS:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON LEGISLATIVE REGISTERS

Victorian Heritage Register:
Victorian Heritage Inventory:
Local Planning Scheme:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON OTHER REGISTERS

Register of the National Estate - Database No:
National Trust (Victoria) Register:
THEMATIC CONTEXT
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The Environmental Setting
Exploration and Pastoralism
Gold
Towns and Settlements
Local Government
Good
Fair
CONDITION:
Poor
Ruins

6. Transport and Communications
7. Water Supply
8. Agriculture
9. Secondary Industry
10. Community Life
Substantially Intact
Altered Sympathetically
INTEGRITY:
Altered Unsympathetically
Damaged/Disturbed

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in a 'Conservation Desirable' Schedule in the Shire
of Mount Alexander Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead Report. It is
recommended that the place be nominated for inclusion on the Victorian Heritage Inventory.
RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Conservation Desirable

PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger

Shire of Mount Alexander: Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead, 2000

PLACE:

Ruins

ADDRESS: Vaughan Tarilta Road, Tarilta
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
TA/01
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
This ruinous stone structure, probably erected in the 1850s or 1860s, is of architectural,
historical and scientific significance to the Tarilta district.
The building indicates the early settlement of land in the area for mining purposes. The use of
local stone in its construction is notable. The ruins are of importance for the potential to
provide information that will contribute to a greater understanding of the history of the
settlement and establishment of the district, and has a strong presumption of archaeological
research potential. Further historical research and archaeological investigation is recommended.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
Gold was discovered at Kangaroo Flat, about a mile south-west of Vaughan, in June 1853. Two
years later there was a rush of 7,000 men. Kangaroo Flat arose 'teeming with all the elements of a
busy little English town - hotels, restaurants, conveyances, libraries, concerts, balls, quadrille
parties, &c.' It is said the population peaked briefly at 11,000. The main diggings were on
Kangaroo Hill, Ballarat Hill and Table Hill. Returns diminished when groundwater proved a
problem. The population decreased to about 500 by 1864 when Kangaroo Flat was renamed
Tarilta and proclaimed a township. Quartz also was mined, the cement like ore being carted to the
crushing plant at Strathloddon to yield 2 oz to the ton. A local plant obtained 10 oz to the ton in
1859. Six years later the number of quartz crushers had increased to three and there were three
horse-puddling mills.
REFERENCES:
Phil Taylor, 'Environmental History', Shire of Newstead Heritage Study Part 1, December 1998.

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Place No:
TA/02

Ruins

ADDRESS: Vaughan Tarilta Road, Tarilta

31 May 2004

OTHER NAME/S:

24/4/1998
MAP NAME & AMG REFERENCE: Guildford 7723-4-2, BU 513 828
Date of Photograph:

PROPERTY DETAILS:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON LEGISLATIVE REGISTERS

Victorian Heritage Register:
Victorian Heritage Inventory:
Local Planning Scheme:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON OTHER REGISTERS

Register of the National Estate - Database No:
National Trust (Victoria) Register:
THEMATIC CONTEXT
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The Environmental Setting
Exploration and Pastoralism
Gold
Towns and Settlements
Local Government
Good
Fair
CONDITION:
Poor
Ruins

6. Transport and Communications
7. Water Supply
8. Agriculture
9. Secondary Industry
10. Community Life
Substantially Intact
Altered Sympathetically
INTEGRITY:
Altered Unsympathetically
Damaged/Disturbed

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in a 'Conservation Desirable' Schedule in the Shire
of Mount Alexander Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead Report. It is
recommended that the place be nominated for inclusion on the Victorian Heritage Inventory.
RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Conservation Desirable

PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Ruins

ADDRESS: Vaughan Tarilta Road, Tarilta
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
TA/02
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
This ruinous stone structure, probably erected in the 1850s or 1860s, is of architectural,
historical and scientific significance to the Tarilta district.
The building indicates the early settlement of land in the area for mining and agricultural
purposes. The use of local stone in its construction is notable. The ruins are of importance for
the potential to provide information that will contribute to a greater understanding of the history
of the settlement and establishment of the district, and has a strong presumption of
archaeological research potential. Further historical research and archaeological investigation is
recommended.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
Gold was discovered at Kangaroo Flat, about a mile south-west of Vaughan, in June 1853. Two
years later there was a rush of 7,000 men. Kangaroo Flat arose 'teeming with all the elements of a
busy little English town - hotels, restaurants, conveyances, libraries, concerts, balls, quadrille
parties, &c.' It is said the population peaked briefly at 11,000. The main diggings were on
Kangaroo Hill, Ballarat Hill and Table Hill. Returns diminished when groundwater proved a
problem. The population decreased to about 500 by 1864 when Kangaroo Flat was renamed
Tarilta and proclaimed a township. Quartz also was mined, the cement like ore being carted to the
crushing plant at Strathloddon to yield 2 oz to the ton. A local plant obtained 10 oz to the ton in
1859. Six years later the number of quartz crushers had increased to three and there were three
horse-puddling mills.
REFERENCES:
Phil Taylor, 'Environmental History', Shire of Newstead Heritage Study Part 1, December 1998.

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Place No:
TA/03

Tarilta Blacksmiths

ADDRESS: Vaughan Tarilta Road (off) - , Tarilta

31 May 2004

OTHER NAME/S:

Date of Photograph:
MAP NAME & AMG REFERENCE:
PROPERTY DETAILS:

Guildford 7723-4-2, BU 508 832

CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON LEGISLATIVE REGISTERS

Victorian Heritage Register:
Victorian Heritage Inventory: H7723-0110
Local Planning Scheme:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON OTHER REGISTERS

Register of the National Estate - Database No:
National Trust (Victoria) Register:
THEMATIC CONTEXT
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The Environmental Setting
Exploration and Pastoralism
Gold
Towns and Settlements
Local Government
Good
Fair
CONDITION:
Poor
Ruins

6. Transport and Communications
7. Water Supply
8. Agriculture
9. Secondary Industry
10. Community Life
Substantially Intact
Altered Sympathetically
INTEGRITY:
Altered Unsympathetically
Damaged/Disturbed

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in a 'Conservation Desirable' Schedule in the Shire
of Mount Alexander Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead Report. It is
recommended that the place be retained on the Victorian Heritage Inventory
RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Conservation Desirable

PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Tarilta Blacksmiths

ADDRESS: Vaughan Tarilta Road (off) - , Tarilta
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
TA/03
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
This remains of the blacksmith's shop, is of architectural, historical and scientific significance to
the Tarilta district. The remains consist of local block with some machine made brick. There is
a square anvil block. The structure is set into the side of the hill with two large nikau palms,
fruit trees and dam.
The remains indicate the early settlement of land in the area for mining and agricultural
purposes. The ruins are of importance for the potential to provide information that will
contribute to a greater understanding of the history of the settlement and establishment of the
district, and have a strong presumption of archaeological research potential. Further historical
research and archaeological investigation is recommended.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
REFERENCES:

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Place No:
TA/04

Kangaroo Hill (Cement Workings)

ADDRESS: 11 Vaughan Tarilta Road, Tarilta

31 May 2004

OTHER NAME/S:

Date of Photograph:
MAP NAME & AMG REFERENCE:
PROPERTY DETAILS:

Guildford 7723-4-2, BU 514 830

CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON LEGISLATIVE REGISTERS

Victorian Heritage Register:
Victorian Heritage Inventory: H7723
Local Planning Scheme:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON OTHER REGISTERS

Register of the National Estate - Database No:
National Trust (Victoria) Register:
THEMATIC CONTEXT
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The Environmental Setting
Exploration and Pastoralism
Gold
Towns and Settlements
Local Government
Good
Fair
CONDITION:
Poor
Ruins

6. Transport and Communications
7. Water Supply
8. Agriculture
9. Secondary Industry
10. Community Life
Substantially Intact
Altered Sympathetically
INTEGRITY:
Altered Unsympathetically
Damaged/Disturbed

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme. It is recommended that the place be retained on the Victorian Heritage
Inventory.
RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger

Local

FREEHOLD

Shire of Mount Alexander: Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead, 2000

PLACE:

Kangaroo Hill (Cement Workings)

ADDRESS: 11 Vaughan Tarilta Road, Tarilta
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
TA/04
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Kangaroo Hill Cement Workings consist of a number of partly open adits running under a
cement cap on the south east side of Kangaroo Hill.
The Kangaroo Hill Cement Workings are historically significant at a LOCAL level as the
location of one of the Fryers Creek mining division's greatest gold rushes. Gold mining sites
are of crucial importance for the pivotal role they have played since 1851 in the development of
Victoria. The site has scientific significance as a relatively intact small scale deep lead mine
including mullock heap, timberwork, and machinery plant footings. The mullock heaps are
landscape features in the setting against the Guildford Plateau escarpment.
Overall the Kangaroo Hill Cement Workings are of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
There are a number of partly open adits running under a cement cap on the south east side of
Kangaroo Hill.
HISTORY:
In July 1853 Kangaroo Creek was rushed in the search for gold. In July 1855 mining began at
Kangaroo Hill. It was reported that the sinking is very hard, as the diggers have to go through a
complete mass of ironstone and in most instances to great depth. The lead was supposed to go
through the whole hill. In August a report stated that: "the rush to Kangaroo Hill continues
unabated. Parties are arriving from all quarters, not only diggers, but their usual followers, the
blacksmiths, the storekeepers, butchers and last, though not least the light-fingered gentry, A rush
has set in across the crown of the hill, and in almost every hill there is blasting." The population at
this time was estimated at 3,000 and by September there were seven baker's ovens and four
licensed public houses. Additional attractions included Jones's Circus with Madame Dallecase and
her perilous ascents on a rope and a bowling alley in active operation. In October 1855 the
population had climbed to 4000 and the most remarkable claim being the "Yankees Claim" where
a party of eight men had found 40 pounds weight of gold each. In November the numbers began
to decrease and by February 1856 it was reported that most of the stores are removed or vacated.
In 1859 mining, tunnelling, deep hill sinking and quartz mining were all being undertaken but
only 60 non-Chinese were working in the area. In 1860 the Kangaroo Crushing Company erected
a plant using the old Pennyweight Hill engine. Returns continued to be profitable through to 1865
but a report in June 1867 stated that the hills were becoming exhausted and the returns from
crushings falling off.
In 1874 the Tarilta Gold Mining Company reopened a 400 foot long tunnel and commenced
mining. They were joined in the area by Paull and Co. in 1881, who were also working a tunnel
and in December were erecting new plant and secured a suitable site for water storage. In
September 1883 the Tarilta Mining Company sold their plant and Mr. Paull took over the leases.
REFERENCES:
David Bannear, Historic Mining Sites in the Castlemaine /Fryers Creek Mining Divisions,
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, September 1993. Site Nos. 115 (Description
and History and Significance).

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Place No:
TA/05

Vaughan Gold Mining Association, Kangaroo Creek

ADDRESS: Tarilta (Kangaroo) Creek (at Loddon River), Tarilta

31 May 2004

OTHER NAME/S:

Date of Photograph:
MAP NAME & AMG REFERENCE:
PROPERTY DETAILS:

Guildford 7723-4-2, BU 514 836

CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON LEGISLATIVE REGISTERS

Victorian Heritage Register:
Victorian Heritage Inventory: H7723-0114
Local Planning Scheme:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON OTHER REGISTERS

Register of the National Estate - Database No:
National Trust (Victoria) Register:
THEMATIC CONTEXT
1.
2.
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4.
5.

The Environmental Setting
Exploration and Pastoralism
Gold
Towns and Settlements
Local Government
Good
Fair
CONDITION:
Poor
Ruins

6. Transport and Communications
7. Water Supply
8. Agriculture
9. Secondary Industry
10. Community Life
Substantially Intact
Altered Sympathetically
INTEGRITY:
Altered Unsympathetically
Damaged/Disturbed

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme. It is recommended that the place be retained on the Victorian Heritage
Inventory.
RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger

Local

FREEHOLD
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PLACE:

Vaughan Gold Mining Association, Kangaroo Creek

ADDRESS: Tarilta (Kangaroo) Creek (at Loddon River), Tarilta
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
TA/05
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Vaughan Gold Mining Association, Kangaroo Creek site consists of an open adit, a filled
shaft, large mullock heap and battery remains and stone flue.
The Vaughan Gold Mining Association, Kangaroo Creek is historically significant at a
LOCAL level as gold mining sites are of crucial importance for the pivotal role they have
played since 1851 in the development of Victoria.
The site has scientific significance at a LOCAL level as an extremely rare and early site.
Although cement mining was a dominant feature of the late 1850s and early 1860s this is the
only site yet discovered in the North Central Goldfields where remains of associated machinery
have been found with contemporary workings.
The site has archeological significance as there is a high probability of buried remains,
including battery engine bed and stamper stumps.
The site also has added value due to its setting in a rugged, mine ravaged landscape.
Overall the Vaughan Gold Mining Association, Kangaroo Creek is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The Vaughan Gold Mining Company operated from 1860 until 1862. There is an open adit
obscured by blackberry bushes. A large mullock heap, made up of both surface and blue mullock,
spills down the side of the hill. On the slope above the adit, to the east, is a filled shaft.
At the base of the mullock heap, slightly to the south, is a battery site. Surviving of the battery is a
6 metre long stone boiler setting which has 600 to 750 mm thick walls. Running from the rear,
eastern end, of the boiler setting is an intact 2 metre long stone flue that terminates at the base of a
small circular stone stack. On either side of the stack base, situated 7 metres distance, and in a
straight line , are two bolts and eyes. These may have been used to secure the stack. the bolts are
set into natural rock with molten lead.
No remains were found of the engine bed or stamper stamps. A scatter of hand made bricks lies
to the west of the boiler setting.
HISTORY:
In July 1853 Kangaroo Creek was rushed in the search for gold. In July 1855 mining began at
Kangaroo Hill. It was reported that the sinking is very hard, as the diggers have to go through a
complete mass of ironstone and in most instances to great depth. The lead was supposed to go
through the whole hill. In August a report stated that: "the rush to Kangaroo Hill continues
unabated. Parties are arriving from all quarters, not only diggers, but their usual followers, the
blacksmiths, the storekeepers, butchers and last, though not least the light-fingered gentry, A rush
has set in across the crown of the hill, and in almost every hill there is blasting." The population at
this time was estimated at 3,000 and by September there were seven baker's ovens and four
licensed public houses. Additional attractions included Jones's Circus with Madame Dallecase and
her perilous ascents on a rope and a bowling alley in active operation. In October 1855 the
population had climbed to 4000 and the most remarkable claim being the "Yankees Claim" where
a party of eight men had found 40 pounds weight of gold each. In November the numbers began
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Vaughan Gold Mining Association, Kangaroo Creek

ADDRESS: Tarilta (Kangaroo) Creek (at Loddon River), Tarilta
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
TA/05
31 May 2004

to decrease and by February 1856 it was reported that most of the stores are removed or vacated.
In 1859 mining, tunnelling, deep hill sinking and quartz mining were all being undertaken but only
60 non-Chinese were working in the area.
Boddy & Co. were working on Kangaroo Reef in June 1859 and had a crushing battery in
operation. By September 1860 the Vaughan Company was reported as a prosperous company.
"This is the smallest company in the district, but promises to be one of the most prosperous. They
occupy a lease of a portion of Kangaroo Hill near the Loddon, through which runs a promising
quartz reef." An October 1860 report stated: "This little company is still going ahead. They have
proved the stuff which will not possibly pay for by tomming or sluicing will yield a handsome
profit by the more expensive process of crushing. It is found that the fine particles of gold washed
away by the water in tomming and sluicing, are retained by quicksilver in the process of crushing."
The company worked successfully and declared dividends through 1861 but by December they
were "not making such profit as they have hitherto done." By April 1862 they had let the mine on
tribute and by 1865 it had been purchased by H. Rowe and Co.
REFERENCES:
David Bannear, Historic Mining Sites in the Castlemaine /Fryers Creek Mining Divisions,
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, September 1993. Site No. 117 (Description
and History and Significance).

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Place No:
VN/01

Vaughan Mineral Springs

ADDRESS: Greville Street, Vaughan

31 May 2004

OTHER NAME/S:

19/3/1998
MAP NAME & AMG REFERENCE: Guildford 7723-4-2, BU 527 833
Date of Photograph:

PROPERTY DETAILS:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON LEGISLATIVE REGISTERS

Victorian Heritage Register:
Victorian Heritage Inventory:
Local Planning Scheme:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON OTHER REGISTERS

Register of the National Estate - Database No:
National Trust (Victoria) Register:
THEMATIC CONTEXT
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The Environmental Setting
Exploration and Pastoralism
Gold
Towns and Settlements
Local Government
Good
Fair
CONDITION:
Poor
Ruins

6. Transport and Communications
7. Water Supply
8. Agriculture
9. Secondary Industry
10. Community Life
Substantially Intact
Altered Sympathetically
INTEGRITY:
Altered Unsympathetically
Damaged/Disturbed

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme.

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger

Local

VAUGHAN
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PLACE:

Vaughan Mineral Springs

ADDRESS: Greville Street, Vaughan
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
VN/01
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Vaughan Springs Mineral Springs Reserve, Caravan Park Road, Vaughan is aesthetically
significant at a LOCAL level. It demonstrates important design qualities with its rural setting,
which comprises many native and exotic trees in the river valley, reached by the steeply
winding road down from the main road. The large octagonal timber Reg J. Langdon Band
Rotunda with its conical shaped roof, the miniature train track and stone clad shed, the paved
and walled areas around the springs pump, the weir and the many mature exotic and native trees
in the area contribute to the significance of the place.
The Vaughan Springs Mineral Springs Reserve, Caravan Park Road, Vaughan is historically
and socially significant at a LOCAL level. It is associated with the twentieth century
development of the area as a tourist destination and beauty spot and the development of an
interest in the health giving benefits of mineral water. The Reserve is recognised and valued by
the local community for its long-term and continuing function as a community recreation place.
Overall the Vaughan Springs Mineral Springs Reserve, Caravan Park Road, Vaughan, is of
LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The Vaughan Springs Mineral Springs Reserve is entered down a steep winding road into the river
valley. The area is well planted in mature exotic trees which provide a green leafy shaded area in
summer and dramatic autumn tonings.
There are sealed access roads, gravelled and grassed
picnic areas, Castlemaine slate paving, seating and walling. The remaining structures have been
constructed in the first half of the twentieth century and the structures reflect the changing use of
the recreational area from the 1920s, especially the development in the 1940s and 1950s when day
trips became possible due to the use of the motor car. The miniature rail track still survives with
its stone clad, curved roof engine house. Nearby is a timber framed octagonal bandstand/rotunda.
The conical roof is clad in corrugated steel and the roof structure is supported on large square
timber posts. About 200 meters upstream is the Lawson Mineral spring which is fitted with a
pump. Further upstream is the original Central Spring which is located adjacent to the Loddon
River and marked by a circular stone retaining walled pit. When the river is low, gas can be seen
bubbling from the river bed and also from pools of mineral water at the edges of the cemented
stone wall.
HISTORY:
The first white settlement in the area was when William Campbell and Charles MacKnight
established two runs in May 1840: Strathloddon, which encompassed Castlemaine, Chewton,
Campbells Creek and Yapeen; and Bough Yards, in the area that is now known as Guildford,
Tarilta, Vaughan, Fryerstown and Glenluce.
Alluvial mining was active along the Loddon River by 1853. Gold mining in the nineteenth
century uncovered one of the Shire's attractions. Mineral springs were discovered on Stony Creek
south-east of Fryerstown, at Spring Gully, on the Loddon at Vaughan, Glenluce and below
Newstead, at Joyces Creek and in a mine at Welshmans Reef. Near Vaughan in 1909, an eightyear-old boy named Jim Paull found a spring in an area that was sluiced that year and it was
named after him. Five of the nine springs in the Vaughan area surveyed by E.J. Dunn before 1912
did not last into the late twentieth century.

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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Only the Vaughan and Glenluce springs were developed. A small reserve was created at Vaughan
in 1878. In 1881 all of the mineral springs were protected by the reservations of 100 links (20
metres) on each bank of the Loddon. In 1912 , E.J. Dunn of the Department of Mines carried out a
detailed survey of mineral springs in Victoria, in preparation of new legislation which would
protect the springs on Crown Land. In 1912 the United Shire of Mount Alexander asked to be put
in control of a number of springs along the Loddon River between Vaughan and Glenluce. In July
1912 the Shire reported that the springs were very popular and that the Castlemaine Borough
Council and the Castlemaine Progress Association wished to plant trees at the springs and provide
better access for the public. All that existed at this time was one hole that had been scraped out of
the rock so that mineral water could be obtained, rock work around the spring and a road down to
it. The rest was just the upheaval of dredging, rocks, gravel and no shade. Mr. Catani,
Government Landscape Gardner reported "The scene at Vaughan is one of sadness." A photograph
dated 1912 held at the Newstead and District Historical Society shows the area as described. By
1914, as a result of these representations a larger area, 65 acres, reserved for the "preservation of
such land and the springs thereon and for the recreation, convenience and amusement of the
people", was added to the initial reservation. At this time a committee named the Mineral Springs
Reserve Committee was charged with the preservation, protection, and improvement of all
mineral springs reserves.
A report made in the 1920s stated that the Vaughan Springs had only a summer flow of 12 gallons
per hour, the Central Springs was flooded in winter and the other springs dried up in summer. In
1925 a Committee of Management was appointed, representing the Shire of Newstead and Mt
Alexander, the Borough of Castlemaine and local organisations. In 1926 a Lands Department
Surveyor reported that the Committee of Management had planted a large number of trees,
enclosed in concrete a spring at the west end and made water available to the public. The
Surveyor recommended the additional reservations and also that the area be excepted from
occupation under miner's rights. The surveyor also reported that a returned soldier was occupying,
under a miner's right, a part of the reserve and blocking all traffic between the springs and the
river. In 1926 an area of 105 acres surrounding the springs was excepted from occupation for
mining purposes. In that year Jack and Dot Holmes planted a pine plantation at Central Springs.
Between 1925 and 1929 boreholes were sunk to assure supply. They were equipped with stand
pipes and hand pumps. Other bores were put down up stream. In 1926-27 the first weir on the
Loddon River in the reserve was constructed. This was swept away in floods in 1929. In 1927 an
area of 99 acres was reserved as a public Park and Recreation. In 1930 a weir was again
constructed across the river to provide swimming facilities.
In the 1930s the rotunda was constructed, Les Stephens built the kiosk and a flood wall was
constructed. This last was part of public works constructed during the depression. In 1930 the
committee raised the matter of being allowed to use the water for commercial purposes. It stated
that truck loads of water were being removed at the weekend without authority. The committee
was advised that there was no objection to this providing that any revenue so derived was spent on
the reserve and the rights of the public were protected. During this time gold fossicking in the
river bed increased due to the depression. In 1937 an additional 42 acres was reserved and in 1938
a new Committee of Management was appointed with more members.
In 1940 the majority of the picnic tables and seats seats were presented to the reserve. Mr. McGee
constructed the retaining walls on the terrace sites near the balancing rocks. In the 1940s the
bandstand was constructed. The running track was built in 1944. In the next year Ern Berkley
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constructed the miniature train and railway and the giant slide was built. The caretaker's house
was built in 1945/46.
Between 1951 and 1956 the seats in the picnic area were donated and the flag pole near the kiosk
was donated in 1956.
In 1979, a visitor found 'a well-shaded picnic spot to add a memory in any day.' A decade later the
reserve was 'run-down'. Local volunteers set to work and over the next three years they cleaned up
the area. In 1989 a Management Plan for the area was prepared by the Department of
Conservation, Forests and Land.
REFERENCES:
Brief History of Vaughan Springs by the late Les Stevens, Secretary, transcript supplied by Mr.
Frank Passalaqua
Chronological History of the Vaughan - Glenluce Mineral Springs Reserve Compiled by Kate
Blood, Conservation, Forests and Land, Bendigo, copy on Vaughan Springs file, Newstead and
District Historical Society.
Photograph, 1912 Vaughan Spring's Official Opening, held by Newstead and District Historical
Society.
Phil Taylor, 'Environmental History', Shire of Newstead Heritage Study Part 1, December 1998,
Edward and Maura Wishart, The Spa Country, A Field Guide to 65 Mineral Springs of the
Central Highlands Victoria , 1990
List of seats, tables and structures donated to the Vaughan - Glenluce Mineral Springs Reserve
held on Vaughan Springs File, Newstead and District Historical Society.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Rail Carriage Residence, Vaughan Springs Road, Vaughan, is architecturally significant
at a LOCAL level. The building is a highly unusual example of reuse of railway carriages to
form the basis of a holiday house. The roof form and detailing of the roof joining the carriages
demonstrates qualities of the interior years design in the gable roof form, triangular vent and
turned timber finial.
The Rail Carriage Residence, Vaughan Springs Road, Vaughan, is historically significant at a
LOCAL level. The building demonstrates the rise in popularity of holiday homes at Vaughan
and its popularity as a tourist and holiday destination in the inter war years. The house has also
become a landmark in the area for its unusual use of rail carriages.
Overall, the Rail Carriage Residence, Vaughan Springs Road, Vaughan, is of LOCAL
significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The Rail Carriage Residence, Vaughan Springs Road, Vaughan is on a site that slopes across the
building. The building has a moderate setback from the road boundary. There is no fence. The
building is set in a grassed area with a large cypress tree behind.
The building consists two railway carriages which have been joined under a central gable roof.
The large transverse gable main roof is clad in short lengths of lapped galvanised steel. The gable
end has a plain barge board with a decorative turned timber finial at the apex. The gable is clad in
sheets with timber straps. There is a triangular vent near the apex. The gable end is intersected by
the two curved carriage roofs and between the carriages is an inset half glazed screen which
contains the entry doorway. There is also a doorway into each carriage. The sides of the building
are dominated by the railway carriage and retain the original carriage windows. There is a timber
skillion addition at the rear.
HISTORY:
James in Echoes of the Past wrote about this building:
"The house was built by Mr. Hawley , a Bendigo grocer and used as a holiday home. It was made
out of train carriages divided in the centre. The big living room is on the centre of both carriages,
the bedrooms are in another carriage, and the sitting room is on the side that gets the afternoon
sun."
REFERENCES:
Doreen James, Echoes of the Past. Yapeen Primary School, 1988, p. 25.
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be retained in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme. It is recommended that the place be retained on the Victorian Heritage
Register. It is recommended that the place be retained as part of the Castlemaine Diggings
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Vaughan Chinese Cemetery is historically important due to its association with a key event
in Victoria's history and a defining moment in the development of Australia's character and
culture. It is a very rare artefact of Victoria's greatest gold rush. A comprehensive
archaeological survey of the Castlemaine district undertaken in 1989 concluded that 'because of
the ephemeral nature of structures and technology (predominantly, timber and human sweat)
employed in the early gold-rush days there is little physical evidence of the intensity of activity
and cathartic social experience sustained by the study area during the rush years'. The cemetery
is also significant as an artefact that is associated with Chinese miners, a connection still
apparent in 1928-9 when the cemetery was restored using money raised within the Chinese
communities at Castlemaine and Bendigo. It is also historically important because it is one of a
few cemeteries that evidence the ad hoc nature of the choice of burial grounds and the nature of
burials before cemetery regulations and health concerns led to the establishment of general
cemeteries away from settled areas in the period 1859-61.
Vaughan Chinese Cemetery is socially significant as the site of the final resting place of some
of the first gold seekers to come to the Mount Alexander field. Roughly hewn headstones and
misspelt wording testify to the illiteracy and lack of financial means of some of those early
transient populations. The site also contains graves of Chinese settlers, a significant cultural
group on the Mount Alexander Goldfield from 1854, and evidence the expanding multicultural
nature of early Australian society. The site was and is of spiritual importance to those who
wished to pay tribute to their loved ones and signify and respect the place of their burial with a
permanent marker. It is also of spiritual importance to the present community who view the
cemetery as a significant commemorative site.
Vaughan Chinese Cemetery is archaeologically important as a site which provides physical
evidence of the early European settlement of Victoria. The human remains are also significant
because of their archaeological potential.
The Vaughan Chinese Cemetery is scientifically important as it contains a variety of styles of
stonemasonry methods from the 1850s, including amateur and professionally executed
carvings. The human remains are also significant because of their scientific potential. The
significance of this site is also derived from its goldfield setting: the cemetery overlooking the
gold-bearing flat and the once-large town that grew around the diggings.
Vaughan Chinese Cemetery is of STATE significance.
This Statement of Significance is based on the Victorian Heritage Register statement located on
the VHR web site on 7th November, 2002.
DESCRIPTION:
The Vaughan Historic Cemetery is situated on approximately one quarter of an acre on a small
rocky hill overlooking the junction of the Loddon River and Fryers Creek. The site is well treed
with indigenous plantings, some dating back to the unveiling ceremony in 1929, and juvenile Grey
Box (Eucalyptus microcarpa). There are numerous graves - some with headstones and other
masonry cemetery architecture, and others that are hardly distinguishable. Three are marked with
inscribed markers, others with headstones and footstones and/or borders of rocks; two of the
markers are inscribed with Chinese characters. The cemetery is bound by a concrete post and wire
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fence which has a tubular steel railing (constructed in 1929). A commemorative plaque and stone
have also been erected.
HISTORY:
The first officially recognised discovery of gold in the Castlemaine district occurred in July 1851.
Public announcement of the discovery, some 6 weeks later in September 1851, sparked a stampede
to Mount Alexander and led to its reputation as one of the world's richest shallow alluvial
goldfields. From 1851 until at least 1854, the Mount Alexander goldfield was a shifting swarm of
tents and flimsy bark huts. Although many gold seekers left for new goldfields, numbers on the
Mount Alexander field were kept high by the arrival of large numbers of Chinese miners from
1854. The chaotic and early nature of the Mount Alexander gold rush meant that most deaths went
unrecorded. Scant and isolated descriptions document a range of causes, by suicide, murder,
accident and disease. Gold was discovered in 1853 at the confluence of Fryers Creek and the
Loddon known as the Junction. Thousands of diggers rushed to the Junction and spread out into
the neighbouring gullies to open Chokem Flat, Murdering Gully, Churchs Flat, Butchers Gully
and Slater Hill.
From 1851, at least seven burial grounds were established by the gold seekers: at Chewton,
Golden Point, Pennyweight Flat, Castlemaine, Diamond Gully, Irishtown, and Vaughan. Of this
latter cemetery, burials took place there from c1853, but during this time the land was never
formally reserved as a cemetery site. It was in 1859 when the Vaughan General Cemetery was
reserved, and trustees were appointed. In September 1872, the Mount Alexander Mail reported on
the disgraceful condition of the cemetery and the need for the cemetery to be fenced.
In 1895, a grant of £5 was made to the trustees of the old cemetery (separate trustees existed for
the old and new Vaughan cemeteries until 1898, after which date both sites were managed by the
same trustees) but nothing is mentioned of its used. The same amount was granted in 1896 and
was used to re-fence the old cemetery.
The old cemetery was included in the boundaries of the Vaughan Springs Recreation Reserve in
1914 with the reservation of an additional 65 acres for the `recreation, convenience and
amusement of the people.' It is likely that the cemetery then came under the jurisdiction of the
Mineral Springs Reserve Committee in this year, and in 1925, was managed by the newly
appointed Committee of Management.
By 1928, all that remained of the old cemetery were a few posts, mounds and stone and timber
headstones. One headstone marked the burial of a European woman and the other slate and
sandstone headstones marked the burials of Chinese. On 24th July 1928 the Castlemaine Mail
reported that the Vaughan Springs Management Committee wished to fence, erect a memorial
tablet and `generally improve' the Chinese cemetery. Because the interments in the burial ground
were thought to be predominantly Chinese, it invited a delegation from the Bendigo Chinese
Society to visit Vaughan to inspect the site. The Chinese Society subsequently donated a sum of
£42 18s (raised through subscriptions) to undertake the proposed work. The sum was augmented
by donations from local Chinese residents.
The Vaughan and Glenluce Mineral Springs committee carried out restoration works, which
included the construction of concrete post and wire fences (railed with galvanised iron piping);
restoration of broken tombstones; planting of two dozen native trees; and the removal of thistles.
In October 1929, a ceremony was held to celebrate the completion of the restoration, and a
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commemorative stone was unveiled. This granite stone was given bronze names plates in both the
English and Chinese languages.
The Department of Conservation Forests and Lands managed the reserve from 1984 until Parks
Victoria was appointed the committee of management for the Vaughan Mineral Springs Reserve in
1998. In October, 2002 with the declaration of the Castlemaine Diggings National Heritage Park,
the site had its cemetery reserve status revoked and is now part of the new park.
By 1861, the Loddon River valley around Vaughan was exclusively in the hands of Chinese
miners and a number of Chinese market gardens were in existence along the Loddon River
between Glenluce and Vaughan. The cemetery was located close to the hub of a Chinese
settlement at Vaughan, however burials would not have been exclusively Chinese. Early editions
of the Mount Alexander Mail recorded the drowning death of several people at the Junction and it
is likely that the bodies would have been interred on this site. Similarly, an entry in the Loddon
Death Register lists the burial of Isaac Giles, gold digger aged 25 years, at the `cemetery at the
junction of the Loddon' on 18th November 1854. This view is supported by E. Dunstan who wrote
to the Castlemaine Mail on 27th October, 1928: "The old Vaughan Cemetery, Sir - I have been
somewhat amused of late by the differing reports appearing in the press referring to the above
cemetery as a Chinese cemetery...I may state that there are close on 50, if not more, buried and
there isn't a half-dozen Chinese buried there altogether.."
REFERENCES:
'Vaughan Chinese Cemetery', Victorian Heritage Register, H1408, file no. 608091.
Mount Alexander Mail, 26 September 1872; 9 July 1929; 3 October 1929; 7 October 1929.
Information in the 'Vaughan Springs' file at the Newstead & District Historical Society.
Robyn Ballinger and Associates, Castlemaine Goldfields Burial Grounds Heritage Action Plan,
Parks Victoria, 2002.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The corrugated steel clad holiday house, Vaughan Springs Road, Vaughan Springs, appears to
have been constructed in the mid twentieth century. Vaughan Springs was a popular holiday
destination in the post war era. The small house has a central section with a curved roof, along
the rear is a skillion roofed addition and at one side is a skillion roofed addition clad in vertical
timber with timber strapping. There is a flat roofed verandah across the front. The central
section is clad in horizontal corrugated steel with the rear extension in vertical corrugated steel.
The holiday house is an unusual example of a rudimentary shelter used for vacations. The
curved roof is an unusual variation on the more usual gables and skillions. The house is of the
characteristic small size and simple materials associated with holiday houses. The retention of
such buildings should be encouraged to retain the association with Vaughan Springs as a family
holiday destination in the twentieth century.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
REFERENCES:

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger

Shire of Mount Alexander: Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead, 2000

PLACE:

Place No:
VN/05

Bridge over Fryers Creek

ADDRESS: Greville Street, Vaughan

31 May 2004

OTHER NAME/S:

24/4/1998
MAP NAME & AMG REFERENCE: Guildford 7723-4-2, BU 520 839

Date of Photograph:
PROPERTY DETAILS:

CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON LEGISLATIVE REGISTERS

Victorian Heritage Register:
Victorian Heritage Inventory:
Local Planning Scheme:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON OTHER REGISTERS

Register of the National Estate - Database No:
National Trust (Victoria) Register: Bridges Study File No. 412
THEMATIC CONTEXT
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The Environmental Setting
Exploration and Pastoralism
Gold
Towns and Settlements
Local Government
Good
Fair
CONDITION:
Poor
Ruins

6. Transport and Communications
7. Water Supply
8. Agriculture
9. Secondary Industry
10. Community Life
Substantially Intact
Altered Sympathetically
INTEGRITY:
Altered Unsympathetically
Damaged/Disturbed

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme.

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger

Local

VAUGHAN

Shire of Mount Alexander: Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead, 2000

PLACE:

Bridge over Fryers Creek

ADDRESS: Greville Street, Vaughan
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
VN/05
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Vaughan Fryers Creek Bridge, Vaughan Springs Road, Vaughan is architecturally and
scientifically significant at a LOCAL level. It demonstrates qualities of nineteenth century
bridge building, being an three span timber-decked structure supported on piers consisting of
three timber piles with timber crossheads and timber pile abutments. The intact construction
qualities also include the timber deck, kerbs and handrail. The bridge is a large and unusually
narrow vehicular bridge and the appearance from the road level is still reasonably authentic
with little visible change. The bridge is very accessible near a main road and is one of the
largest surviving essentially all timber road bridges in Victoria.
Overall, the Vaughan Fryers Creek Bridge, Vaughan Springs Road, Vaughan, is of LOCAL
significance.
DESCRIPTION:
This bridge over Fryers Creek on the Vaughan Springs Road, Vaughan is a twenty degree skew
timber bridge supported on timber piles with timber stringers and timber deck. The abutments are
of timber piles with precast concrete abutment and wing sheeting. Each of the piers consists of
four round timber piles with timber crossheads, corbels and corbel blocks. Each span is
approximately 6 metres long. The handrails have a timber top rail and centre rail and are
supported on round end posts with squared intermediate posts.
HISTORY:
This bridge over Fryers Creek on the Vaughan Springs Road, Vaughan appears similar to that
shown in a photograph dated 1868 held by the Newstead and District Historical Society. The
structure and handrail are similar but the bridge shown carrying the Vaughan Springs Road in the
photograph has a humped profile. The Loddon was subject to flooding and the existing bridge
appears to have replaced the one shown in the photograph.
In 1860 a meeting was held at Fryerstown to form a district Roads Board. The Board was
responsible for the construction of roads and bridges in the district. The first bridge at Vaughan
was begun in 1867 by driving in the first pile.
REFERENCES:
Brown, George O., Reminiscences of Fryerstown. Castlemaine: privately published, 1983. pp 126
-127.
National Trust of Australia Bridges Study . National Trust file No. i412.
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It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme as a contributory building within the Vaughan precinct. It is recommended
that the place be nominated for addition to the Victorian Heritage Inventory.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former Ball and Welch Store is on a corner site which rises above the road. There is
evidence of the levelled site of the former store and the stone channelling at the road edge.
The site indicates the early development of Vaughan in the gold rush era. The site is of
importance for its potential to provide information that will contribute to a greater
understanding of the history of the settlement and establishment of the district, and has a strong
presumption of archaeological research potential. Further historical research and archaeological
investigation is recommended as the site appears to be of architectural,and historical a
significance to the Vaughan district.
DESCRIPTION:
The site is a corner block which gently slopes up from the street level. The side street is now
known as Ball and Welch Lane. The street in front has early stone guttering marking the edge.
The land retains evidence of being levelled for the building and appears to have some remnant
footings and possible archaeological evidence of the former shop. There is timber sign noting that
this is the site of the original Ball and Welch shop. There has been recent plantings of native trees
on the site which may disturb the archaeological evidence as they develop.
HISTORY:
Mr. C. Ball and his family and nephew, Mr. W.H. Welch arrived in Victoria in the 1840s. Mr.
Ball was a surveyor and was attracted to Vaughan by the alluvial goldfields. It is said that they did
reasonably well, unearthing enough gold to enable Mrs. Ball to go "home" to England for a
holiday. It appears that friends placed orders for fabrics and fashions not procurable in the
Victorian countryside. She returned in 1855 laden with goods ordered and for sale and the store
was set up run by Mr. and Mrs. Ball and Mr. and Mrs. Welch. The store prospered during the
busy gold mining days at Vaughan and customers came from Castlemaine. The Mount Alexander
Mail of 21 September 1865 carried a large advertisement advising the community in all parts of
the district of their large Spring Shipments. In 1932 Mrs. Clara Ely remembered visiting the town
as a little girl when the streets and surrounding hills were crowded with houses and there was a
bustling Chinese camp near the bridges. She described the shop: On entering the Ball and Welch
shop, on the right of the entrance, there was a counter, which was attended by Mr. Ball and Mr.
Welch and Mr. Williams, a brother of Miss Williams who was in the service of the firm in the
1930s. Further on there was another counter where Mrs. Ball and Mrs. Welch attended to
requirements. A curtain ran along the top of the shop and behind that was the "Show Room".
Mrs. Ely understood from her mother that Mrs. Welch was a milliner. Mrs. Ball and Mrs. Welch,
she believed were sisters and she thought that Mr. Ball and Mrs. Welch were cousins. She used to
think that Mrs. Ball and Mrs. Welch looked like ladies in the fashion plates. They were tall and
gracefully gowned in Princess robes made of soft grey merino, with long trains, and with two
pockets in the back with fringe. Later as business increased Mrs. Rowle of Campbells Creek
became the milliner and afterwards Miss Martha Ratcliffe was engaged. In the men's department
followed Arthur and Albert Belot, John Henry Hooper, Walter Belot and Jack and John Ratcliffe.
When the business opened in Carlton, she remembered that Mr. Thomas Williams and Mr. Albert
were the first transferred from Vaughan to Melbourne.
Mr. Welch travelled regularly to Melbourne to buy for the store. In the 1870s they set up a branch
store in Drummond Street in the Melbourne suburb of Carlton. The Mount Alexander Mail of 13
June 1882 advertised the sale of freehold properties "Pursuant to the Order of the Supreme Court
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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of the Colony of Victoria, in its equitable jurisdiction made in the suit of Ball and others v. Ball
and Welch." The land was described as "A piece of land at Vaughan,aforesaid, part of allotments
25 and 26 of Section 1, having a frontage of 53 feet to Burgoyne-street with the store and building
now occupied by Ball and Welch (Limited) for one year from the 1st of March 1882 at a rental of
£50 per annum. With the end of the gold rush days, Vaughan became a ghost town and on
September 1882 Ball and Welch leased the Vaughan store and relocated to Castlemaine. On 29
December 1888 the Mount Alexander Mail reported that a fire broke out on Thursday evening in
the hotel and store of Mr. Merrin at Vaughan...but there being no water supply they had to take
buckets to the Loddon, or fill them out of wells. Any trifling water this procured was quite
inadequate to stay the progress of the flames, which soon took hold on the old store of Ball and
Welch, that is now used by Mrs. Spurling for drapery.... A crowd had now assembled, but they had
not long to wait till the end came, for in about an hour all the buildings were completely destroyed.
The store of Ball and Welch had a wooden frontage, and a small part of the building was of iron
and brick... All that remains now standing are but a few bricks in a building at the rear of Ball and
Welch's store.
In 1896 Ball and Welch decided to build a store in Flinders Street, near the railway station. It
became the group's headquarters and was extensively modernised in 1956. At that time it was
among the larger department store groups in Australia. It had joined the Stock Exchange lists in
1935. In 1913 the company launched a venture in Sydney but it did not prosper and was sold in
1924. In 1928 the original Melbourne store in Carlton was destroyed by fire and later became a
furniture depot for the Flinders Street store The last link between the original family and the
company was broken in the 1940s with the death of Miss Effie Ball, a daughter of the founding
partner and a director. The Castlemaine store closed in 1941. It was not until 1962 that the
company moved into the suburbs of Melbourne when it established a store at Frankston. Later
stores were opened at Camberwell and Eastland and Southland shopping centres. The Flinders
Street Store closed in the early 1970s. No Ball and Welch Stores are now in existence.
REFERENCES:
Newstead and District Historical Society, Vaughan Springs File. This includes some unsourced
newspaper articles including one with a photograph of the Vaughan Store which had a timber
store front with a parapet, colonnaded front sheltering large timber framed plate glass store
windows. The store had gabled and hipped roofs behind with a large glazed monitor roof at the
apex of the hipped section.
The Mount Alexander Mail 212/9/1865,13/6/1882,13, July 1882, 29/12/1888.
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in a 'Conservation Desirable' Schedule in the Shire
of Mount Alexander Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead Report.

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Conservation Desirable

PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger

Shire of Mount Alexander: Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead, 2000

PLACE:

Residence

ADDRESS: Lot 1, Campbells Creek Fryers Road, Irish Town
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
VN/07
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
This simple gable roofed timber house is now derelict and falling into disrepair. The building
would appear to have been constructed in the nineteenth century and be associated with the era
of gold mining in the Vaughan Springs area. The building retains its gable roof form,
corrugated steel cladding, skillion verandah form, central, four panelled timber door, twelve,
paned timber, double hung windows on either side of the door and timber verandah floor.
Although in poor condition, the building demonstrates many qualities of a nineteenth century
vernacular building and it is recommended that its retention be encouraged.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
REFERENCES:
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The timber building is set close to the street boundary in the main street in Vaughan. The
building has parallel gable roofs clad in short length corrugated steel sheets. The building has
timber weatherboard walls. There is a relatively flat skillion roofed verandah as an extension of
the main roof across the street frontage. This is supported on timber posts with some evidence
of timber decoration. There are the remains of a lattice balustrade and gate which separated the
verandah from the street. The building has a pair of four panelled timber entry doors at the
centre of the facade which indicates that it may have been used as a shop and residence. On
either side of the doors is a twelve pane, timber, double hung window. The external brick
chimneys have been removed. The building is one of the few remaining in the former township
of Vaughan and retains many qualities of a mid nineteenth century vernacular timber building.
It is recommended that the retention of the building be encouraged.
The building indicates the early settlement of land in the area for mining purposes. The
building is of importance for its potential to provide information that will contribute to a greater
understanding of the history of the settlement and establishment of Vaughan, and has a strong
presumption of archaeological research potential. Further historical research and archaeological
investigation is recommended. Further research and assessment may result in the building being
of LOCAL architectural and historic significance.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
The land on which this is located (Possibly Allotments 4 & 5 of Section 1 in the Parish of Fryers)
appears to have been granted to James Catherall (allotment 5) and Thomas Rodda (Allotment 4)
in 1856. In 1857 Catherall conveyed his land to Rodda. In 1878 Thomas Rodda conveyed the
land to Thomas Eugene Rodda who held both allotments until 1907 when he conveyed them to
Richard Dunstan.
The 1872 Mount Alexander Ratebooks for the Fryers Riding list Richard Dunstan, Butcher as
occupier and Thomas Rodda, owner of a shop and premises in Vaughan.
In "Echoes of the Past" it is stated that this building was constructed in 1852. No further evidence
of this early date has been located.
REFERENCES:
Title information
Parish Plans
Mount Alexander Ratebooks, Fryers Riding 1872
Doreen James, Echoes of the Past. Yapeen Primary School, 1988, p. 57.
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former Bank of Victoria, Vaughan Springs Road, Vaughan, is architecturally significant at
a LOCAL level. Although the roof appears to have been altered is demonstrates some original
design qualities of a Victorian commercial building. These qualities include the soft red brick
walls, brick plinth that supports a moulded stucco, imitation rusticated smooth ashlar ground
floor, the timber framed double hung windows with vertical brick voussoirs; eight panelled
timber door and arched timber framed fanlight in the rectangular door opening with vertical
brick voussoirs; and external brick chimneys with corbelled brick bands.
The former Bank of Victoria, Vaughan Springs Road, Vaughan, is historically significant at a
LOCAL level. It is associated with the commercial development in Vaughan from the 1850s,
particularly as the only early bank in the town.
The former Bank of Victoria, Vaughan Springs Road, Vaughan, is socially significant at a
LOCAL level. Although no longer operating for its original purpose, it is still recognised by
some sections of the local community for its former banking function.
Overall, the former Bank of Victoria, Vaughan Springs Road, Vaughan, is of LOCAL
significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The former Bank of Victoria, Vaughan Springs Road, Vaughan is built with its front wall on the
street alignment. The building is of brick and now has a highly incongruous steeply pitched
skillion roof which would appear to be a later modification. The front wall is capped by a timber
fascia which appears to be introduced. The street facade is of soft red bricks with a render band
which may have been a name plate. There is a central doorway with a flanking timber framed,
double hung window on either side. The window sills are of stone. The window and door
openings have vertical brick voussoirs. The door has a transom light over with an arched timber
frame. The door is of eight panels. The side walls are of brick and there are two attached external
chimneys with simple bands of corbelled brickwork. There is a timber extension to the skillion
roof at the rear.
HISTORY:
The 1866 Fryers District Roads Board ratebooks list Mr. Edward Gilliland as the person rated for
the Bank of Victoria, Vaughan for the large net annual value of £105. In 1868 the description is of
offices and premises for the Bank of Victoria for the same value. An 1865 directory describes
Vaughan as "a small postal village in the Parish of Fryers...situated at the junction of the river
Loddon and Fryers creek. The surrounding country is elevated and the district is entirely a gold
mining one, alluvial digging being carried on the surrounding hills, chiefly by tunnelling...
Vaughan has a police court, a court of petty sessions, a post office and a branch of the Bank of
Victoria. The hotels are the Union (Bond's) and the Junction. The population is about 1000
persons and the number of dwellings 300." The Bank of Victoria was established in 1853 and
had built a branch in Castlemaine in 1856. Prior to 1861 the architects Robertson and Hale were
associated with many design commissions for this bank. After the completion of the head office in
1861 by Smith and Johnson they were associated with the design of the bank's buildings. The
Mount Alexander Mail of 2 August 1869 carried a notice: "Bank of Victoria at Vaughan, open on
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday and at Fryerstown on Tuesday, Friday and Saturday
of each week for the transaction of General Banking Business. Gold melting house attached to
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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the premises where gold can be melted in the presence of the owners. E. Gilliland, Agent, Bank
of Victoria, Vaughan." James in Echoes of the Past noted that the building was made of hand
made red bricks. It had four main rooms. Miners mainly banked there. In 1988 the building was
the home of Miss Betty Greenwood.
REFERENCES:
Doreen James, Echoes of the Past. Yapeen Primary School, 1988, p. 57
Fryers District Road Board Ratebooks 1866, 1868.
Bruce Trethowan, A Study of Banks in Victoria, 1851 -1939 for the Historic Buildings
Preservation Council , 1976.
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme as a contributory building within the Vaughan precinct.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The timber building is set close to the street boundary in the main street in Vaughan. The
building has a parallel gable roof clad in short length corrugated steel sheets. The building has
timber weatherboard walls. There is a relatively flat skillion roofed verandah as an extension of
the main roof across the street frontage. Part of this has been built in at a later date. The
building is one of the few remaining in the former township of Vaughan and retains many
qualities of a mid nineteenth century vernacular timber building. It is recommended that the
retention of the building be encouraged.
The building is of importance for its potential to provide information that will contribute to a
greater understanding of the history of the settlement and establishment of Vaughan. Further
historical research and archaeological investigation is recommended. Further research and
assessment may result in the building being of LOCAL architectural and historic significance.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
REFERENCES:
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be nominated for addition to the Victorian Heritage Inventory.
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The ruins of the Wesleyan Methodist Church, Vaughan indicates the early settlement of
Vaughan for mining purposes. The ruins are of importance as they have the potential to provide
information that will contribute to a greater understanding of the history of the settlement and
establishment of Vaughan, and there is a strong presumption of archaeological research
potential. Further archaeological investigation is recommended.
The former Wesleyan Methodist Church Vaughan Springs Road, Vaughan, is architecturally
significant at a LOCAL level. Although the roof has disappeared and the walls are ruinous, the
building still demonstrates some original design qualities of a Victorian vernacular church
building. These qualities include the roughly coursed rubble stone walls and the pointed arched
window openings with arched stone voussoirs.
The former Wesleyan Methodist Church, Vaughan Springs Road, Vaughan, is historically
significant at a LOCAL level. It is associated with the development of church community in
Vaughan from the 1850s, and with the first school in Vaughan. Although now a ruin, it is one
of the remaining landmarks which illustrate the extent and development of Vaughan in the
1850s.
Overall, the former Wesleyan Methodist Church, Vaughan Springs Road, Vaughan, is of
LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The stone ruins which are the remains of the 1868 Wesleyan Methodist chapel are sited at some
distance back from the road boundary. The land is grassed and slopes up from the road on a high
point above the river. There are few above ground remains of the 1864 brick church which was
built in the area between the stone building and the road. The remaining stone walls show clearly
the outline of the chapel and the three pointed arched windows along each side can be clearly seen.
The 1868 additions to the rear of the building can still be seen. These were added after the building
was used solely as a school . The addition is marked by a buttress on each side. There is a pointed
arched window to match the original building in each side. On one side is also a doorway. The
stonework is of roughly coursed rubble stonework with larger stones at the corners and neatly
worked around the window openings. The window sills are stone. There is no surviving roof and
little in the way of floor structure remaining. There is a large peppercorn tree growing in the
centre of the building.
HISTORY:
In 1906 The Spectator reported on the Castlemaine Circuit of the Methodist Church: " Somewhere
about the month of September 1852, the Rev. Cox Currey was sent to join Mr. Chapman. He
seems to have been an energetic man. The number of preaching-places was rapidly increased;
societies were formed in almost every centre around, tents and slab chapels appeared in
Campbell's Creek, Chewton, Vaughan, Chapel Hill, Fryer's Creek, Spring Gully and many besides.
The Rev. Currey removed in 1854 and was succeeded by Rev. W. P. Wells and many buildings
were erected during his term. In some places the buildings were of weatherboard but in two
places at least stone chapels took the place of the old slab ones. One of these was the Barker's
Street, Castlemaine church; the other was on Chapel Hill, the last having the honour of being the
first stone church in the Circuit...Not the least important centre of Christian work in the circuit was
Vaughan. Here lived Mr. Joseph Chapman, after he was obliged to give up his intention of going
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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into the ministry, because of bad health and the impossibility of getting the necessary books to
qualify him for the work. Here a very active and fervid congregation was established, with energy
enough to send out branches to Tarilta and Strathloddon. As fellow workers Mr. Chapman had
Messrs Temby, Ratcliffe and Williams, also Mr. Frederick, and many more, whose names appear
as church officers of various kinds. A great many revivals took place at Vaughan in those
vigorous days, and great outpourings of the Holy Ghost were the result. And close by was Tarilta,
at one time a notable place in Methodism, but now its pretty little chapel is going to ruin, and all
the people of the locality attend the Vaughan Church."
The first time that the Vaughan congregation appears in the Minutes of the quarterly meeting of
the Castlemaine Circuit was in December 1855 when it is referred to as the Junction. It appears
each quarter until December 1856 when the name is changed to Vaughan.
The Wesleyan Property Sheet for the Castlemaine Circuit lists in 1855 that there is a weatherboard
chapel at Vaughan which is 36 feet by 18 feet (12 metres by 6 metres) which was erected in 1855.
The Chapel seated 120, had no pew rents and the land was held on a Colonial Secretary's letter. In
1858 the property is listed as a stone church erected in 1858 seating 150 "free seats" and the
building is 30 feet by 18 feet (10 metres by 6 metres) and the Bank of Victoria held the deed of
transfer for the land. The weatherboard chapel was sold as the trust account book records proceeds
of sale of old chapel of £13/2/7 and that 6 shillings and 2 pence were found under the floor of the
old chapel. The account books also record that Mr. Popham (mason) was paid £101, Mr. Thomas
Cocks (carpenter) was paid £175, the lamps and chandeliers cost £1/12/-. Other payments to do
with the construction were made to Mr. Bowman, Mr. Deeds and Mr. Dolphin. In 1860 the church
received rent of £12 for the schoolhouse and they purchased the weatherboard building attached to
the church from the teacher and paid for the construction of outhouses. The 1862 accounts include
payments to Mr. Cocks for making seats and the pulpit, to Mr. Davenport for varnishing the pulpit
and papering and varnishing and to Mr. McKenzie for papering the roof. In 1863 a bell was
purchased and fixed and the harmonium purchased. In 1864 additions were made to the
schoolhouse by Mr. Cocks and Mr. Baker (stonemason). In the same year the church resolved that
a new church be built and placed on a portion of of the allotment on which the present church
stands and that it be 35 feet by 20 feet (12 metres by 7 metres) and that the Rev. William Hill
obtain plans or designs for the new church for selection. The church accounts of 1864 record the
payments for the new church. Messrs Cocks and Baker were the successful tenderers and
payments are recorded for architects fees, matting, lamps and pulpit. The design submitted by Mr.
Cocks was accepted and he offered to draw up the plans and specifications for no fee. Mr. Kibble,
architect, was employed to inspect the work during the construction of the church. During the
construction the following motions were made by the church committee: that the window sills be
altered and made of cement in lieu of stone; that the border of the windows be blue and crimson
glass alternatively with orange centrepiece; the architect Mr. Kibble inspected the plastering and
said if coloured and relined in a careful manner the present discolouring will be removed and he
condemned the tuckpointing - Mr. Baker required to complete his contract in a workmanlike
manner. The Mount Alexander Mail of 18 August 1864 reported on the laying of the foundation
stone of the new church. The foundation stone was laid by Edwin Stone Parker of Mount
Franklyn and a jar was deposited in the cavity of the stone. The jar contained a copy of the
Castlemaine journals and of the Wesleyan Chronicle, also a copper coin and a roll of parchment
describing the laying of the stone. In 1865 the church property is described as 1 rood of land (0.6
hectares) and that a new brick church had been erected in 1865 to hold 170 people. The stone
church is now used as a schoolhouse and the condition is stated as good. In 1868 Mr. Cocks'
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estimate for enlarging the back of the schoolhouse was accepted. In 1874 the resolution was
passed that the ceiling of the church be plastered. In 1875 tenders were called for split shingles for
one side of the church roof. In 1880 the property reports states that the brick church is still in use
on land purchased by the church, the stone schoolhouse (former church) which cost £443 to erect
is now worth £75 and the land is a Government reserve. Timber stables were erected in 1878 at a
cost of £10. Also in 1880 the timber fence around the church was erected. In 1891 the church
sold its harmonium and purchased an organ.
In the 1870s and 1880s the church held three services per day. By August 1916, fortnightly
Sunday services were trialled. Services ceased in 1921 and the property appears to have been sold
by the church in the 1970s.
REFERENCES:
Newstead and District Historical Society, Vaughan Springs File, collection of information
extracted from newspapers, church archives and church records. Also photograph after 1880
showing the brick and stone buildings with timber shingle roofs and the timber fence.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Vaughan General Cemetery is aesthetically and architecturally significant at a LOCAL
level. Collectively, it demonstrates some original visual and design qualities, providing a rural,
bushland 19th century cemetery setting. The particular intact or appropriate visual and design
qualities include the graves and headstones amongst the gum trees, and the simple sexton's
office. The intact Victorian vernacular design qualities of this building include the gable roof
form, galvanised corrugated iron roof cladding, horizontal weatherboard wall cladding, and the
vertical boarded door.
The Vaughan General Cemetery is historically significant at a LOCAL level. It is associated
with and contributes to an understanding of the development of the local Vaughan and
Strathloddon areas from the gold rush era of the 1850s until the present day.
The Vaughan General Cemetery is socially significant at a LOCAL level. It is recognised and
valued by the community for cultural, spiritual and commemorative reasons.
Overall, the Vaughan General Cemetery is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The site of the Vaughan General Cemetery encompasses 10 acres of sloping bushland, and is
timbered with gum trees. Many graves with headstones and other masonry cemetery architecture
are laid out in regular rows within the cemetery within denominational areas. The entrance is
marked by simple scrolled metal gates, with the cemetery bound by a post and wire fence. A
single storey, horizontal weatherboard, Victorian vernacular sexton's office is located within the
cemetery grounds. This building is characterised by a simple gable roof form, clad in galvanised
corrugated iron. A centrally located doorway having a vertical boarded door faces onto the
cemetery site.
Comparative Analysis:
The size and features of this cemetery - the simple gabled and timbered sexton's office and the
rural bushland setting, have an affinity with the Fryerstown Cemetery, which was also established
in 1859.
HISTORY:
The first officially recognised discovery of gold in the Castlemaine district occurred in July 1851.
Public announcement of the discovery, some 6 weeks later in September 1851, sparked a stampede
to Mount Alexander and led to its reputation as one of the world's richest shallow alluvial
goldfields. From 1851 until at least 1854, the Mount Alexander goldfield was a shifting swarm of
tents and flimsy bark huts. Although many gold seekers left for new goldfields, numbers on the
Mount Alexander field were kept high by the arrival of large numbers of Chinese miners from
1854. The chaotic and early nature of the Mount Alexander gold rush meant that most deaths went
unrecorded. Scant and isolated descriptions document a range of causes, by suicide, murder,
accident and disease.
From 1851, at least seven burial grounds were established by the gold seekers: at Chewton,
Golden Point, Pennyweight Flat, Castlemaine, Diamond Gully, Irishtown, and Vaughan. Of this
latter cemetery, burials took place there between 1855 and 1859, but during this time the land was
never formally reserved as a cemetery site and has since become and historic site known as the
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Vaughan Cemetery

ADDRESS: Vaughan Springs Road, Vaughan
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
VN/12
31 May 2004

Vaughan Chinese Cemetery (VN/03).
On 1 April 1859, a public meeting was held at Vaughan whereby a petition to the government was
initiated for the establishment of a cemetery. The Mount Alexander Mail reported that the central
position of Vaughan 'renders it by far the most important locality in the parish of Fryers', being
'one of the oldest digging settlements.' Although a site had been marked out by a Government
surveyor in previous years, the realisation of a cemetery had not eventuated. By July 1859, the
Government had considered the petition favourably, and land was granted for a cemetery.
According to the Mount Alexander Mail, 'the sited selected for the cemetery is the deep gorge,
midway between Vaughan and Pennyweight, and the locality would appear to be a very suitable
one.' (The Pennyweight area was the locality now known by the name 'Strathloddon'). In May
1860, tenders were called for the fencing of the site and by September of the same year a few
interments had taken place.
REFERENCES:
Mount Alexander Mail, 1 April 1859; 10 June 1859; 29 July 1859; 11 May 1860; 21 September
1860; 20 March 1893.
Phil Taylor, 'Environmental History', Shire of Newstead Heritage Study Part 1, December 1998,
'Vaughan Chinese Cemetery', Victorian Heritage Register, H1408, file no. 608091.

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Place No:
VN/13

Tarilta Road Bridge

ADDRESS: Tarilta Road, Vaughan

31 May 2004

OTHER NAME/S:

24/4/1998
MAP NAME & AMG REFERENCE: Guildford 7723-4-2, BU 521 838

Date of Photograph:
PROPERTY DETAILS:

CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON LEGISLATIVE REGISTERS

Victorian Heritage Register:
Victorian Heritage Inventory:
Local Planning Scheme:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON OTHER REGISTERS

Register of the National Estate - Database No:
National Trust (Victoria) Register: Bridges Study File No. 2221
THEMATIC CONTEXT
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The Environmental Setting
Exploration and Pastoralism
Gold
Towns and Settlements
Local Government
Good
Fair
CONDITION:
Poor
Ruins

6. Transport and Communications
7. Water Supply
8. Agriculture
9. Secondary Industry
10. Community Life
Substantially Intact
Altered Sympathetically
INTEGRITY:
Altered Unsympathetically
Damaged/Disturbed

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme.

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger

Local

VAUGHAN
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PLACE:

Tarilta Road Bridge

ADDRESS: Tarilta Road, Vaughan
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
VN/13
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Vaughan Loddon River Bridge, Vaughan Tarilta Road, Vaughan is architecturally and
scientifically significant at a LOCAL level. It demonstrates qualities of nineteenth century
bridge building, being an eight span timber-decked structure supported on piers consisting of
three timber piles with timber crossheads and timber pile abutments. The intact construction
qualities also include the timber kerbs and handrail. The bridge is a large and unusually narrow
vehicular bridge and the appearance from the road level is still reasonably authentic with little
visible change. The bridge is very accessible near a main road and is one of the largest
surviving essentially all timber road bridges in Victoria.

Overall, the Vaughan Loddon River Bridge, Vaughan Tarilta Road, Vaughan, is of LOCAL
significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The bridge is approximately 53 metres long with a width of 3.35 metres. It has four circular
timber abutment piles. There are seven piers each of three circular timber piles. The central three
piers are cross braced. Each pier has a large timber crosshead. The bridge has eight spans of
approximately 6.5 metres length. There is timber crossdecking which has been filled and sealed
from kerb to kerb. The bridge has timber handrails and mid rail supported on squared posts. The
abutments are sheeted with concrete. The bridge has been modified with some replacement piles
in steel and many piles have concrete base collars.
The bridge is a large and unusually narrow vehicular bridge with 3-pile piers and 3 beams per span
and transverse plank deck with running boards. The integrity of the structure has been affected by
unsympathetic repairs in the late twentieth century, however the appearance from the road level is
still reasonably authentic with little visible change. The original timber handrails and running
planks are still prominent features. The bridge is very accessible near a main road and is one of
the largest surviving essentially all timber road bridges in Victoria.
A 1987 condition report detailed the need for urgent and short term repairs required to the piles
and recommended extensive maintenance to the structure.
HISTORY:
This bridge over the Loddon River on the Vaughan Tarilta Road appears similar to that shown in a
photograph dated 1868 held by the Newstead and District Historical Society. The structure and
handrail are similar but the bridge shown carrying the Vaughan Tarilta Road in the photograph is
over ten spans long. The Loddon was subject to flooding and the existing bridge may have
replaced the one shown in the photograph.
In 1860 a meeting was held at Fryerstown to form a district Roads Board. The Board was
responsible for the construction of roads and bridges in the district. The first bridge at Vaughan
was begun in 1867 by driving in the first pile.
REFERENCES:
Brown, George O., Reminiscences of Fryerstown. Castlemaine: privately published, 1983. pp 126
-127.
National Trust of Australia Bridges Study . National Trust file No. i2221

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Place No:
VN/14

'Sunnybrook'

ADDRESS: 15 Tarilta Road, Vaughan

31 May 2004

OTHER NAME/S:

24/4/1998
MAP NAME & AMG REFERENCE: Guildford 7723-4-2, BU 523 833
Date of Photograph:

PROPERTY DETAILS:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON LEGISLATIVE REGISTERS

Victorian Heritage Register:
Victorian Heritage Inventory:
Local Planning Scheme:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON OTHER REGISTERS

Register of the National Estate - Database No:
National Trust (Victoria) Register:
THEMATIC CONTEXT
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The Environmental Setting
Exploration and Pastoralism
Gold
Towns and Settlements
Local Government
Good
Fair
CONDITION:
Poor
Ruins

6. Transport and Communications
7. Water Supply
8. Agriculture
9. Secondary Industry
10. Community Life
Substantially Intact
Altered Sympathetically
INTEGRITY:
Altered Unsympathetically
Damaged/Disturbed

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme as a contributory building within the Vaughan precinct.

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Contributory

PRECINCT:

VAUGHAN

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

'Sunnybrook'

ADDRESS: 15 Tarilta Road, Vaughan
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
VN/14
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The timber building is set close to the street boundary. The building has a parallel gable roof
clad in corrugated steel sheets and timber weatherboard walls. The form of the building appears
to indicate that it was constructed in the mid to late nineteenth century. There is a relatively flat
bull nosed roofed verandah across the street frontage which appears to be introduced or altered.
The building is one of the few remaining in the former township of Vaughan and retains many
qualities of a mid nineteenth century vernacular timber building. It is recommended that the
retention of the building be encouraged.
The building indicates the early settlement of land in the area for mining purposes. The
building is of importance for its potential to provide information that will contribute to a greater
understanding of the history of the settlement and establishment of Vaughan.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
REFERENCES:

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Place No:
VN/15

House

ADDRESS: 17 Tarilta Road, Vaughan

31 May 2004

OTHER NAME/S:

24/4/1998
MAP NAME & AMG REFERENCE: Guildford 7723-4-2, BU 523 833
Date of Photograph:

PROPERTY DETAILS:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON LEGISLATIVE REGISTERS

Victorian Heritage Register:
Victorian Heritage Inventory:
Local Planning Scheme:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON OTHER REGISTERS

Register of the National Estate - Database No:
National Trust (Victoria) Register:
THEMATIC CONTEXT
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The Environmental Setting
Exploration and Pastoralism
Gold
Towns and Settlements
Local Government
Good
Fair
CONDITION:
Poor
Ruins

6. Transport and Communications
7. Water Supply
8. Agriculture
9. Secondary Industry
10. Community Life
Substantially Intact
Altered Sympathetically
INTEGRITY:
Altered Unsympathetically
Damaged/Disturbed

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme as a contributory building within the Vaughan precinct.

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Contributory

PRECINCT:

VAUGHAN

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

House

ADDRESS: 17 Tarilta Road, Vaughan
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
VN/15
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The timber building is set close to the street boundary. The building would appear to date from
the nineteenth or early twentieth century. The building has a parallel gable roof clad in
corrugated steel sheets. The building has timber weatherboard walls. There is a relatively flat
bull nosed roofed verandah across the street frontage. The building has a central entry door at
the centre of the facade. On either side of the doors is a timber, double hung window. The
building is one of the few remaining in the former township of Vaughan and retains many
qualities of a mid nineteenth century vernacular timber building. It is recommended that the
retention of the building be encouraged.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
REFERENCES:

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Place No:
VN/16

Residence

ADDRESS: 19 Tarilta Road, Vaughan

31 May 2004

OTHER NAME/S:

24/4/1998
MAP NAME & AMG REFERENCE: Guildford 7723-4-2, BU 523 833
Date of Photograph:

PROPERTY DETAILS:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON LEGISLATIVE REGISTERS

Victorian Heritage Register:
Victorian Heritage Inventory:
Local Planning Scheme:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON OTHER REGISTERS

Register of the National Estate - Database No:
National Trust (Victoria) Register:
THEMATIC CONTEXT
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The Environmental Setting
Exploration and Pastoralism
Gold
Towns and Settlements
Local Government
Good
Fair
CONDITION:
Poor
Ruins

6. Transport and Communications
7. Water Supply
8. Agriculture
9. Secondary Industry
10. Community Life
Substantially Intact
Altered Sympathetically
INTEGRITY:
Altered Unsympathetically
Damaged/Disturbed

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme as a contributory building within the Vaughan precinct.

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Contributory

PRECINCT:

VAUGHAN

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Residence

ADDRESS: 19 Tarilta Road, Vaughan
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
VN/16
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
This building would appear to be a simple holiday home constructed in the inter war era when
Vaughan was becoming a popular holiday destination. The building has a parallel gable roof
clad in corrugated steel. The walls are of square edges weatherboards and there is an external
brick chimney (now painted) with small glazed windows typical of the interwar period. The
windows have rudimentary timber hoods and curved architraves under the sills typical of the
period. It is recommended that the retention of this building be encouraged as an example of
the development of Vaughan as a holiday destination in the twentieth century.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
REFERENCES:

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Place No:
VN/17

Residence

ADDRESS: 18 Tarilta Road, Vaughan

31 May 2004

OTHER NAME/S:

24/4/1998
MAP NAME & AMG REFERENCE: Guildford 7723-4-2, BU 521 837
Date of Photograph:

PROPERTY DETAILS:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON LEGISLATIVE REGISTERS

Victorian Heritage Register:
Victorian Heritage Inventory:
Local Planning Scheme:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON OTHER REGISTERS

Register of the National Estate - Database No:
National Trust (Victoria) Register:
THEMATIC CONTEXT
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The Environmental Setting
Exploration and Pastoralism
Gold
Towns and Settlements
Local Government
Good
Fair
CONDITION:
Poor
Ruins

6. Transport and Communications
7. Water Supply
8. Agriculture
9. Secondary Industry
10. Community Life
Substantially Intact
Altered Sympathetically
INTEGRITY:
Altered Unsympathetically
Damaged/Disturbed

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme as a contributory building within the Vaughan precinct.

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Contributory

PRECINCT:

VAUGHAN

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Residence

ADDRESS: 18 Tarilta Road, Vaughan
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
VN/17
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The timber building set at an angle to the street boundary. which may indicate that it was
constructed prior to the formal making of the road. The building would appear to date from the
mid to late nineteenth century. The building has a parallel gable roof clad in corrugated steel
sheets. The building has timber weatherboard walls. There is a relatively flat skillion roofed
verandah as an extension of the roof across the street frontage. The building has a central four
panelled door with multi paned, timber, double hung windows on either side. There is an
external brick chimney at one end The building is one of the few remaining in the former
township of Vaughan and retains many qualities of a mid nineteenth century vernacular timber
building. It is recommended that the retention of the building be encouraged.
The building indicates the early settlement of land in the area for mining purposes. The
building is of importance for its potential to provide information that will contribute to a greater
understanding of the history of the settlement and establishment of Vaughan.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
REFERENCES:

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Place No:
VN/18

Sailors Gully Gold Mining Precinct

ADDRESS: Sailors Gully, Vaughan

31 May 2004

OTHER NAME/S:

Date of Photograph:
MAP NAME & AMG REFERENCE:
PROPERTY DETAILS:

Guildford 7723-4-2, BU 527 812 within 750 metre

CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON LEGISLATIVE REGISTERS

Victorian Heritage Register: H1239
Victorian Heritage Inventory: H7723-0304,
Local Planning Scheme:
HO971/HO9
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON OTHER REGISTERS
Register of the National Estate - Database No: Indicative Place -

National Trust (Victoria) Register:
THEMATIC CONTEXT
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The Environmental Setting
Exploration and Pastoralism
Gold
Towns and Settlements
Local Government
Good
Fair
CONDITION:
Poor
Ruins

6. Transport and Communications
7. Water Supply
8. Agriculture
9. Secondary Industry
10. Community Life
Substantially Intact
Altered Sympathetically
INTEGRITY:
Altered Unsympathetically
Damaged/Disturbed

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be retained in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme, retained on the Victorian Heritage Register, retained in the Victorian
Heritage Inventory and retained on the Register of the National Estate.
RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
PRECINCT:

State

CASTLEMAINE DIGGINGS

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Sailors Gully Gold Mining Precinct

ADDRESS: Sailors Gully, Vaughan
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
VN/18
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Sailors Gully Gold Mining Precinct is a good characteristic example of shallow sinkings
for alluvial and quartz gold. The site consists of the relics of mines and campsites including the
remnants of fireplaces. The precinct displays evidence which is typical of the prevailing early
gold mining technology of the box-ironbark forests of central and western Victoria from the
1850s.
The Sailors Gully Gold Mining Precinct is of historical, archaeological and scientific
importance to the State of Victoria.
The Sailors Gully Gold Mining Precinct is historically and scientifically important as a
particularly fine and essentially intact example of a site associated with the earliest forms of
gold mining which, from 1851, played a pivotal role in the development of Victoria. Sailors
Gully, although not a particularly rich site, was a significant component of the historically
important Castlemaine diggings and is also important for its low level of physical disturbance
since the nineteenth century.
The Sailors Gully Gold Mining Precinct is archaeologically important for its potential to yield
artefacts which will be able to provide significant information about the cultural history of gold
mining and the gold seekers themselves.
Overall, the Sailors Gully Gold Mining Precinct, Sailors Gully, Vaughan is of STATE
significance.
DESCRIPTION:
Sailor's Gully witnessed both alluvial and quartz mining. The long stretch of alluvial workings
and the numerous stone fireplaces, found in the tangle of gullies which form the headwaters of
Sailor's Gully suggest the environment as described when the gully was rushed in 1855. They are
thus some of the earliest surviving alluvial workings in the region. The lower reaches of Sailor's
Gully were bucket dredged in the 1920s.
(Site 57) A bush track leads north down a feeder gully that joins Sailor's Gully. All along the
feeder gully is an area of very extensive early alluvial workings which continue into Sailor's Gully.
They stretch several kilometers along the flat towards Vaughan and south up Sailor's Gully into
Stone's Gully. Scattered throughout the alluvial workings are many small stone fireplaces. In one
location, at the junction of the feeder gully with Sailor's Gully are three fireplaces and a forge
which are grouped together. The fireplaces all have stone and clay mortar walls 300 mm thick, are
around 1.3 metres wide with side walls approximately one metre. There are no bricks in the area.
The area has been extensively disturbed by bottle hunters.
(Site 60) This site is near the junction of the Oven's and Sailor's Gullies and is the last or top
dredge paddock taken out by Ray Bradfield's father in the 1920s and 1930s. The gully to the south
of the top dredge paddock has been ground-sluiced. South along Sailor's Gully from the top
dredge paddock are numerous early alluvial workings, mainly confined to the east side of the
sluiced gully. The western extremity of the alluvial workings has been sluiced away. The sluiced
channel is very deep as the men sluicing had to get through three to five metres of clay before
reaching the gold bearing gravel.
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Sailors Gully Gold Mining Precinct

ADDRESS: Sailors Gully, Vaughan
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
VN/18
31 May 2004

HISTORY:
The first rush to Sailor's Gully was in August 1854 when most of the holes paid well although they
had to be sunk deeply. The area was still being mined in October 1855 when a 7 lb. (3 Kg) nugget
was found which generated another rush to the area and in November there were some hundreds of
miners in the area. In June 1859 the population was 150 non-Chinese engaged in mining and, 25
non-Chinese engaged in puddling in Sailor's Gully. There were 80 Chinese engaged in mining and
28 engaged in puddling and 12 engaged in sluicing in Sailor's and surrounding gullies. By 1865
the population of Sailor's Gully and Middleton had dropped to 69 and by 1867 the area was
described as having a scattered population with the cultivation of small plots of ground being
important auxiliaries for support. In the same year quartz mining activity began in the area and in
1868 machinery was being erected for these purposes. Quartz mining was still being undertaken
in 1888 and in 1903 hydraulic sluicing was also being undertaken in the area. Sluicing and
dredging continued through the 1920s and 1930s.
REFERENCES:
David Bannear, Historic Mining Sites in the Castlemaine/Fryers Creek Mining Divisions,
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, September 1993. Site Nos. 57 and 60
(Description and history)
Heritage Victoria statement of significance from the Victorian Heritage Register.(Statement of
Significance)

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Place No:
WE/01

Timber Bridge

ADDRESS: Fishermans Road, Welshmans Reef

31 May 2004

OTHER NAME/S:

24/7/1998
MAP NAME & AMG REFERENCE: Newstead 7723-4-4, BU 372 932

Date of Photograph:
PROPERTY DETAILS:

CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON LEGISLATIVE REGISTERS

Victorian Heritage Register:
Victorian Heritage Inventory:
Local Planning Scheme:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON OTHER REGISTERS

Register of the National Estate - Database No:
National Trust (Victoria) Register:
THEMATIC CONTEXT
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The Environmental Setting
Exploration and Pastoralism
Gold
Towns and Settlements
Local Government
Good
Fair
CONDITION:
Poor
Ruins

6. Transport and Communications
7. Water Supply
8. Agriculture
9. Secondary Industry
10. Community Life
Substantially Intact
Altered Sympathetically
INTEGRITY:
Altered Unsympathetically
Damaged/Disturbed

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme.

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger

Local
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PLACE:

Timber Bridge

ADDRESS: Fishermans Road, Welshmans Reef
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
WE/01
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The timber bridge, Fishermans Road, Welshmans Reef is architecturally and scientifically
significant at a LOCAL level. It demonstrates qualities of nineteenth century bridge building,
being a three span timber-decked structure supported on piers consisting of timber piles with
timber crossheads and round timber beams. The intact construction qualities also include the
timber deck, kerbs and handrail.
Overall, the timber bridge, Fishermans Road, Welshmans Reef, is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The road bridge has three spans. There are two piers each consisting of circular timber piles.
Each pier has a large timber crosshead. The piers support round logs which span the river These
in turn support squared timber bearers which support the bridge decking. The bridge was redecked
recently. The bridge has a timber handrail on each side, this consists of square timber posts
supporting a top rail and a mid rail.
HISTORY:
No historical data on this bridge was found.
REFERENCES:

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Place No:
WE/02

Cairn Curran Reservoir and Caravan Park

ADDRESS: 213 Fishermans Road, Welshmans Reef

2011

OTHER NAME/S:

24/7/1998
MAP NAME & AMG REFERENCE: Newstead 7723-4-4, BU 349 929

Date of Photograph:
PROPERTY DETAILS:

CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON LEGISLATIVE REGISTERS

Victorian Heritage Register:
Victorian Heritage Inventory:
Local Planning Scheme:
HO374
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON OTHER REGISTERS

Register of the National Estate - Database No:
National Trust (Victoria) Register:
THEMATIC CONTEXT
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The Environmental Setting
Exploration and Pastoralism
Gold
Towns and Settlements
Local Government
Good
Fair
CONDITION:
Poor
Ruins

6. Transport and Communications
7. Water Supply
8. Agriculture
9. Secondary Industry
10. Community Life
Substantially Intact
Altered Sympathetically
INTEGRITY:
Altered Unsympathetically
Damaged/Disturbed

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be retained in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme.

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger

Local
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PLACE:

Cairn Curran Reservoir and Caravan Park

ADDRESS: 213 Fishermans Road, Welshmans Reef
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
WE/02
2011

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
Cairn Curran Reservoir, is socially significant at a LOCAL level. It is associated with the
provision of water in the area and with recreational and tourism pursuits from the second half of
the twentieth century.
This significance is embodied in the outline of the reservoir and the adjacent grassed and treed
caravan park.
Overall, Cairn Curran Reservoir is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The Loddon River is the most westerly tributary entering the River Murray from Victoria. It rises
on the northern slopes of the Great Dividing Range between Lyonville and Mount Major near
Lexton and flows north to enter the Murray River via the Little Murray near Swan Hill. The Cairn
Curran Reservoir has a full capacity of 148,760 megalitres which spread over a surface area of 19
square kilometres. The dam embankment is 656 metres long with a maximum height of 43.9
metres. The spillway is 34.4 metres long. The embankment consists of an impervious central
core, stabilised by sandy gravel and rockfill zones. The foundation is decomposed granite. A
small power station is incorporated into the outlet system. A low overfall spillway is fitted with
three large radial gates discharging into an unlined chute in hard granite.
The water is used for some town supplies and private use but used largely for supplementary
supplies for domestic and stock purposes and for irrigation in the Boort district.
The Cairn Curran Caravan park is a grassed and treed area adjacent to the reservoir. The area is
planted with young native species and has utilitarian amenities blocks constructed from brick with
skillion roofs. Fixed seating, picnic tables and fireplaces are provided in area of lawn.
HISTORY:
The site of the Cairn Curran reservoir was part of the Cairn Curran pastoral run taken up originally
by McLaren and Cunningham. In 1846 Edmund Bryant relocated to Victoria from Tasmania
where he had been since 1824. In 1848 he acquired the property between Charlotte Plains and
Plaistow. He named it Cairn Curran which is Scottish for "a running range of hills" referring to the
three small granite hills on the property. The Bryant family farmed the land until the construction
of the dam caused them to relocate to their holdings outside the reservoir basin. The family
demolished the residence and rebuilt to the design of Cedric Heisse Ballantyne, Melbourne
society architect, who was the brother of Mrs. Kathleen Bryant. This house is outside the former
Shire of Newstead area.
Prior to World War 2 the government decided to build a dam on the Loddon River. When test
bores downstream from Cairn Curran proved the site unsatisfactory the site was moved further
north to the Cairn Curran area. The investigation was suspended for the duration of the war. The
works were designed by the State Rivers and Water Supply Commission's Senior Designing
Engineer, M. G. Speedie and other officers of the Investigations and Designs Branch, under the
direction of the Chief Designing Engineer, R.G. Knight. Work commenced on the construction of
the reservoir in 1947 and was carried out by day-labour by the State Rivers and Water Supply
Commission until a restriction of loan funds in 1952 brought about the cessation of work in June
of that year. It was not until the beginning of 1955 that sufficient loan funds became available to
enable recommencement of construction of the dam. The Commission let the contract to the Utah
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Construction Co. who had recently completed the Eildon Reservoir. Construction was completed
at the end of 1955. The Reservoir was officially opened by The Honourable H.E. Bolte, Premier
of Victoria on 27 April 1956.
In 1967 the Newstead Council purchased approximately 9 acres (2 hectares) of land abutting Cairn
Curran reservoir from Messrs K.J. and L.J Leathbridge to develop as a Tourist Area with the aid of
subsidies from the Tourist Development Authority and the State Rivers and Water Supply
Commission. In 1968/69 they constructed a toilet block, provided a power supply to the area and
erected tables, chairs, fireplaces and an incinerator. They planned the following works in the
coming years: in 1969/70 to form and seal tracks in the area and provide additional tables and
chairs; a second toilet and laundry block, provide camping sites and further work on access tracks
was planned for 1970/71; power to camping sites and the commencement of the launching ramp
was planned for 1971/72 and to complete the launching ramp and parking area by 1973/74.
REFERENCES:
Newstead and District Historical Society Cairn Curran File: An address to the Castlemaine
Historical Society by Mr. K.B. Bryant, 6th June 1983; Pamphlet prepared by the Rural Water
Commission of Victoria 1987; Official Opening Ceremony Pamphlet 1956.
Back to Newstead file - Souvenir Booklet 1968.
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in a 'Conservation Desirable' Schedule in the Shire
of Mount Alexander Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead Report. It is
recommended that the place be nominated for inclusion on the Victorian Heritage Inventory.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The brick ruins are situated within the Cairn Curran Reservoir site on a spit of land higher than
normal water level. The site now consists of brick footings and a scatter of bricks and the
remains of exotic tree planting (now dead). The place was the residence of the Caygill family
homestead.
The building indicates the early settlement of land in the area for agricultural and mining
purposes. The building is of importance for its potential to provide information that will
contribute to a greater understanding of the history of the settlement and establishment of the
district, and has a strong presumption of archaeological research potential. Further historical
research and archaeological investigation is recommended.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
REFERENCES:
Community Consultation. Kevin Lethbridge recalled that his brother had photographed the
building.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The timber building is set in a garden area back from the road boundary. The building has
parallel hipped roofs clad in corrugated steel sheets. The building has timber weatherboard
walls. There is also a brick building on the site which may be a later addition. The building is
one of the few remaining in the former Welshmans Reef district and retains qualities of a mid
nineteenth century vernacular timber building. It is recommended that the retention of the
building be encouraged.
The building is of importance for its potential to provide information that will contribute to a
greater understanding of the history of the settlement and establishment of Welshmans Reef.
Further historical research and investigation is recommended. Further research and assessment
may result in the building being of LOCAL architectural and historic significance.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
The land on which this building is located (Allotment 3B of Section 6 in the Parish of
Tarrengower) was granted to G.H. Keidel in 1872. The Newstead Shire North Riding ratebooks
list George Kidil [sic] as paying rates on a house at Sandy Creek in 1865 and 1867. In 1874 his
occupation is given as miner. In 1877 the ratebooks give his occupation as herdsman and describe
the property as a house and orchard. In 1879 his occupation is given as blacksmith and in 1895 he
is again described as a miner. (The ratebooks spell the name - Kidil, Keidal, Keidle and Keidel.)
Local information states that the Keidel family were the first owners. The place was owned by the
Mason family subsequently.
REFERENCES:
Parish Plan.
Newstead Shire ratebooks, 165,1867, 1874, 1877, 1879, 1895.
Community Consultation.
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RECOMMENDATION
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The weatherboard house, Maldon Newstead Road, Welshmans Reef is architecturally
significant at a LOCAL level. The house appears to be substantially intact and features original
design qualities of a late Victorian vernacular style. These qualities include the main hipped
roof form that forms an M-shape at the rear, and the rear skillion wing. Other intact qualities
include the horizontal weatherboard wall construction; the galvanised corrugated iron roof
cladding; the narrow eaves; the painted brick chimney with corbelled top; the timber framed
doors and double hung windows; the slightly convex shaped roofed verandah supported on
timber posts with decorative cast iron brackets and frieze. The garden setting, with its orchard
remnants, are also notable and make a contribution to the aesthetic significance of the place.
The house also contributes to the character of the Welshmans Reef locality, which has a
predominance of 19th century buildings.
Overall, the weatherboard house, Maldon Newstead Road, Welshmans Reef is significant at a
LOCAL level.
DESCRIPTION:
The site is characterised by a weatherboard house in a garden setting, behind a simple bush timber
post and wire fence, part of which is edged by a hedge.
The single-storey, horizontal weatherboard, late Victorian vernacular house is characterised by a
hipped roof form that forms an M-shape at the rear. There is also a skillion wing at the rear.
Across the front and sides there is a slightly convex curved roofed verandah. The roof forms are
clad in corrugated galvanised iron. Narrow overhangs are a feature of the eaves. A painted brick
chimney with a corbelled brick top is located on one side of the main roofline. A matching
chimney on the other side may have been removed. The doors and double-hung windows are
timber framed. The verandah is supported by timber posts and features decorative cast iron
brackets and frieze.
HISTORY:
The Shire of Newstead Ratebooks do not list the Annand name in 1865 or 1867 but in 1874
George Annand is listed as owning a house and land at Sandy Creek. In the 1877 ratebook George
Annand is described as a miner and the house is described as adjoining Keidel's part 6. In 1895 his
occupation is given as labourer. It would appear that the house was on land occupied under a
miner's right as the title was created in 1939 with the Crown grantee given as G.A. Annand. Other
families said to have occupied the site include Leathbridge, Clark and Barkla families.
The owner in 2011 stated that they had been told when they purchaed the place that the building
had been relocated to the site in approximately 1900.
REFERENCES:
Shire of Newstead Ratebooks, North Riding, 1865, 1867, 1874, 1877, 1895.
Parish plan
Community Consultation.
Submission to Mount Alexander Shire 2011.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
Llewellyn, Maldon Newstead Road, Welshmans Reef, is architecturally significant at a
LOCAL level. It appears to be substantially intact and demonstrates original design qualities of
a Victorian vernacular style. These qualities include the main hipped roof form together with
the wing at the rear, and the hipped verandah at the front. Other intact qualities include the
weatherboard wall construction on brick foundations; galvanised corrugated iron roof cladding;
narrow eaves with decorative timber brackets on the front elevation; two unpainted brick
chimneys with corbelled tops; central doorway; timber framed, double hung windows; and the
timber verandah posts and decorative frieze. The house also contributes to the character of the
Welshmans Reef township, which has a number of 19th century buildings.
Llewellyn, Maldon Newstead Road, Welshmans Reef is historically significant at a LOCAL
level. It is associated with the early years of the settlement of the Welshmans Reef area, and
with John Read Roberts, a miner, carpenter and later orchardist, who appears to have built it in
the late 1850s, possibly on a Miner's Right prior to the land sales. He was also a Councillor and
President of the Shire of Newstead. It appears that he was the Welshman after whom the Reef
was named.
Overall, Llewellyn, Maldon Newstead Road, Welshmans Reef, is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
Llewellyn, Maldon Newstead Road, Welshmans Reef is a characteristic timber, mid Victorian
style residence. The house is set on a relatively flat site at a moderate set back from the road
boundary. The house has a timber post and rail, wire fabric fence with a timber garden arch at the
central pedestrian gate. The house has a garden setting with some retained mature exotic
plantings. The house has a hipped M form roof clad in corrugated steel. There are two unpainted
brick chimneys on the main roof ridge with a third external unpainted brick chimney to one side
on a rear extension. The main chimneys have simple decoration of corbelled brick banding. The
roof has modest eaves with the front eave supported on decorative timber brackets. Below the
brackets springs a hipped roofed straight pitched verandah also clad in corrugated steel. The
verandah is supported on four posts and has a decorative frieze. There is a central doorway
flanked by timber framed double hung windows. There are other timber double hung windows in
the side elevation, some protected by timber framed window awnings.
HISTORY:
The land on which this house is located (Allotment 29 of Section C of the Parish of Tarrengower)
was granted to John Read Roberts in September 1862.
The North Riding ratebooks of the Shire of Newstead list Roberts as the owner of a house etc.,
Sandy Creek in 1865 and 1867. In 1879 John Reid [sic] Roberts, carpenter, is listed as the owner
of 25 acres of land and house including allots. 26. 27. 28. 29. 30 of C. In 1895, the ratebooks list
his occupation as miner.
John Read Roberts was born in 1832 in Wales. His father, Robert Roberts, was a steward of mine
work. It would appear that John followed his father in the coal mines of Wales. He migrated to
Australia by the age of 24 when he selected land at Sandy Creek for farming. The family history
states that it is thought that he constructed this house in 1857/58. He may have built on a Miner's
Right prior to the land sales. He and his wife Elizabeth lived in this house for their lifetimes. They
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had five sons and three daughters. John Roberts provided a building and land for the school in
Welshman's Reef. The full extent of his mining activities is not known. It is known that he had an
interest in a battery crushing plant behind Captain's Hotel as well as a mining plant on Crocketts
on the Brassey line of reef. John Roberts died in 1896 and Elizabeth in 1912. After her death the
house and was advertised for sale in the Mount Alexander Mail. The house was described as "a
splendidly equipped and substantially built residence of 9 rooms and hall (two spacious
underground rooms) stabling etc. and about 50 acres of rich land. The building is sound softwood
weatherboards and brick foundations. There was also an orchard. Also for sale was windsail,
cradles, scrap iron, carpenter's benches, vyce [sic], bricks, bellows, anvil, pestle and mortars, picks
and shovels, wire rope, stone foundations, grinding stone, turning lathe, some furniture and
wheelbarrow. These items indicate that he had interests in mining and carpentry. The property did
not reach the reserve and was retained by the family. It was leased for about 7 years after the 1914
-18 war to Captain Stanley Fox-Pollard and his wife who were apiarists. It was subsequently
utilised by John Alexander Roberts during and after his employment as the Chief Clerk in the
Victorian Railway's Superintendents Office at Maryborough. He was elected as a Councillor of
the Shire of Newstead of which he held the office of President in 1939-40. The house was then
utilised by a granddaughter, Grace Trudgeon. After Perceval Trudgeon's death in the mid 1960s
the house passed out of the family ownership.
It would appear that John Read Roberts was the Welshman after whom Welshmans Reef was
named.
REFERENCES:
Parish plan
Shire of Newstead Ratebooks, 1865, 1867, 1879, 1895.
Information supplied by Janet Trudgeon including clipping from newspaper May 1912, undated
and "The Family History of John Read Roberts." handwritten manuscript by Ern Pitts.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Rewell Residence, Maldon Newstead Road, Welshmans Reef, is architecturally
significant at a LOCAL level. It appears to be substantially intact and demonstrates original
design qualities of a Victorian vernacular style. These qualities include the main hipped roof
form together with the skillion addition at the rear, and the hipped verandah at the front. Other
intact qualities include the weatherboard wall construction; galvanised corrugated iron roof
cladding; narrow eaves; two painted brick chimneys with corbelled tops; central doorway;
timber framed, double hung windows; and the timber verandah posts. The house also
contributes to the character of the Welshmans Reef township, which has a number of 19th
century buildings.
The Rewell Residence, Maldon Newstead Road, Welshmans Reef is historically significant at
a LOCAL level. It is associated with the early years of the settlement of the Welshmans Reef
area and has a long association with the Rewell family who settled the property.
Overall, the Rewell Residence, Maldon Newstead Road, Welshmans Reef, is of LOCAL
significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The Rewell Residence, Maldon Newstead Road, Welshmans Reef is a characteristic timber, mid
Victorian style residence. The house is set well back from the road on a site which slopes slightly
up from the road level. The house has a garden setting with some retained mature exotic
plantings. The house has a hipped M form roof clad in corrugated steel. There are two painted
brick chimneys on the main roof ridge. The main chimneys have simple decoration of corbelled
brick banding. The roof has modest eaves. Below the eaves springs a hipped roofed straight
pitched verandah also clad in corrugated steel. The verandah is supported on four posts and has
lost the decorative frieze shown in the newspaper photograph. There is a central doorway flanked
by timber framed double hung windows. There are other timber double hung windows in the side
elevation.
HISTORY:
The land on which this house is located (Allotment 57 of Section C of the Parish of Tarrengower)
was granted to G.T. Rewell in August 1865. The Shire of Newstead ratebooks of 1865 list
Thomas Rewell as the owner of a tent at Sandy Creek. In 1867, George Thomas Rewell is listed
as the owner of land at Sandy Creek. By 1874 and 1875 George Thomas Rewell is listed as a
miner with house and garden at Sandy Creek. In 1876 his occupation is given as a farmer but in
1877 he is again listed as a miner. In 1879 the owner is listed as Martha Rewell and the property
described as 15 acres of land and house, Sandy Creek, Allotments 56, 57 and 58. By 1895 the
ownership of the land had passed to James Rewell, miner.
A lithographed parish plan of the allotments, dated 25 July 1865, shows a house in a similar
position to the position of the current building and noted in the ownership of G.T. Rewell.
An undated newspaper clipping form the Weekly Times shows a photograph of this house with a
group of girls in the front. The article reports: "Seven was a lucky number for the Rewell family
of Welshmans reef, near Newstead, when this photograph was taken about 70 years ago. It was
the number of girls then in the family and they made a pretty picture when they posed with the
family horse and dog in front of the house, their father, goldminer Jim Rewell, had paid for with
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger

Shire of Mount Alexander: Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead, 2000

PLACE:

Rewell Residence

ADDRESS: 10 Rewells Lane, Welshmans Reef
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
WE/07
31 May 2004

his finds in the goldfields. Pictured on the horse are Jean, Eva and Ivy, Mat, May, Elsie and
Lillian. Later a son Collin and twin daughters Mavis and Dossie arrived to increase the size of the
family still further. Of the girls in the photograph, May, the eldest is still alive, aged 90; Mat and
Elsie have passed away; Jean, later Mrs. W.P. Hood of Glenroy, died shortly after she sent us the
picture."
REFERENCES:
Parish Plan
Shire of Newstead ratebooks, 11865, 1867, 1874, 1875, 1876, 1877, 1879, 1895
Newstead and District Historical Society, Rewell File, undated newspaper clipping from Weekly
Times.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The cob and bush pole outbuilding, Sandy Creek Road, Welshmans Reef, is architecturally
significant at a LOCAL level.
The shed demonstrates important design qualities of a
vernacular building of simple construction. These intact qualities include the cob and post wall
construction and the bush pole roof structure.
The cob and bush pole outbuilding, Sandy Creek Road, Welshmans Reef, is scientifically
significant at a LOCAL level. It demonstrates the skilful use of an early form of vernacular
building construction using the cob construction technique, and is unusual for still being in use.
Overall, the cob and bush pole outbuilding, Sandy Creek Road, Welshmans Reef is of LOCAL
significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The structure is a shed in a relatively flat field. The structure is built against the fence line. The
building is rectangular with a simple skillion roof. The frame is of round tree trunks set vertically,
these support a bush pole framed roof now clad in corrugated galvanised steel held down by rocks
in places. Between the vertical posts the walls are what appears to be cob construction. Cob
differs from adobe or mud brick as the lumps of mixed clay, straw and water are pitched on course
by course while still in their plastic state. The technique was traditional to large areas of Britain.
True cob was found in Devon, Somerset, South Wiltshire and apparently Pembrokeshire and
elsewhere in Wales. The base of the walls appears to be field stones. There are few surviving
mud walled structures in the area.
HISTORY:
Little information has been found about this place. It is believed to have been owned by the Sears
family in the nineteenth century.
REFERENCES:
Community Consultation
Miles Lewis, Victorian Primitive, Carlton, 1977
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme.

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
Tarawatta, Trudgeons Road, Welshmans Reef, is architecturally significant at a LOCAL level.
The house and remaining farm buildings appear to be substantially intact and demonstrate
original design qualities of a Victorian vernacular style. For the house these qualities include
the main hipped roof form, and the straight pitched verandah at the front. Other intact qualities
include the weatherboard wall construction; corrugated steel roof cladding; narrow eaves;
unpainted brick chimneys with corbelled tops; central doorway; timber framed, double hung
windows; and the timber verandah posts and decorative timber pieces. The house also
contributes to the character of the Welshmans Reef area, which has a number of 19th century
buildings.
Tarawatta, Trudgeons Road, Welshmans Reef is historically significant at a LOCAL level. It
is associated with the development of agriculture in the Welshmans Reef area, and with the
Trudgeon family, who appear to have built the house it in the late 1880s. The Trudgeon family
have a long association with the district.
Overall, Tarawatta, Trudgeons Road, Welshmans Reef, is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
Tarawatta, Trudgeons Road, Welshmans Reef occupies a flat site with the house and nearby
buildings forming a farm complex. The house is set at a short set back from the access driveway
and does not face the current access road. There are a number of mature trees clustered around the
house and shed complex. The farm complex is now quite close to the Cairn Curran Reservoir
which inundated the former rich river flats, once the grazing land for the dairy herd. The house is
rectangular with a hipped M form roof clad in corrugated steel. There are four tall brick chimneys
with simple corbelled brick banding near the top. The house has modest eaves. Across the front is
a straight pitched verandah supported on timber posts. The only decoration surviving is between
the posts where there are simple fretwork timber pieces. The walls are weatherboard. The house
has a central doorway and timber double hung windows. A number of farm buildings survive
including the blacksmith's shop, stables and an open sided shed. These are all in close proximity
to the house.
HISTORY:
The land on which this house is located (Allotment 11 of Section 11, Parish of Tarrengower) was
granted to A. Watson in July 1855. Before 1877 the property was conveyed to Edward
Tomlinson. He conveyed the property to a group including himself, James Stevens and Ellis
Hook. In 1881 James and Mary Butcher became the owners. In 1889 they sold the property to
William Trudgeon. William Trudgeon died in 1894. Mary Trudgeon conveyed the property to
Richard Trudgeon in 1895. It would appear that there was a family connection with the Butcher
family as John Edward Butcher represents Richard Trudgeon in 1933 when the property is
conveyed to other members of the Trudgeon family. One of these, William John Trudgeon died in
1943 and in 1944 the property passes to Catherine Butcher and other members of the Trudgeon
family. The property passed from Trudgeon family ownership in 1970.
The Newstead Ratebooks list Alexander Watson as the owner of land and buildings at Sandy
Creek in 1865 and 1867. In 1874 he is described as a farmer. In 1875 the owner is listed as
Edward Tomlinson farmer. The ratebooks for 1877 list him as farmer but the name Ellis Hook has
been added in pencil. Ellis Hook is listed as the owner of 64 acres of land and house in 1878 and
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger

Shire of Mount Alexander: Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead, 2000

PLACE:

'Tarawatta'

ADDRESS: Trudgeons Road, Welshmans Reef
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
WE/09
31 May 2004

1879. By 1882 the ratepayers are James and Mary Butcher. The 1889 ratebooks show their names
crossed out and Richard Trudgeon, farmer, as the ratepayer but James and Mary Butcher are still
listed as owners. In 1890 Richard Trudgeon is listed as the owner.
The Family History of Richard Trudgeon prepared by Ern Pitts includes the following information:
There is a record of William, John and Mary Jane Trudgeon being at Fryers Creek in the early
1860s. Richard Trudgeon was married in 1883 at Strangways and gives his age as 25 and his
parents William and Mary are listed as farmers of Strangways. Richard and Sarah (nee Grates)
settled as farmers at Welshmans Reef near the Loddon where they prospered, had a family of five
sons and three daughters, and spent the rest of their lives. They expanded their land over time and
he came to be known as one of the best farmers in the district. The large dairy herd supplied
cream to the Newstead Co-Operative Butter Factory. Richard and his family were known for their
scientific approach to farming and for their soil conservation practices which included rabbit
eradication, careful dam building to prevent gully erosion and the retention of trees in grazing
paddocks. Of his children, daughters Mary and Mabel worked their whole lives on the farm,
William also worked on the farm. Kate married Jack Butcher and later lived at the house. Much
of the rich river flats of the dairy farm have been submerged under the waters of Cairn Curran
Reservoir. Ern Pitts added a postscript to his notes: "Looking through a Trudgeon album, it was
noticeable that individual members of the dairy herd were clearly labelled with their names while
there was no such distinction made on photographs of the family."
Notes made by Jim Trudgeon are held at the Newstead and District Historical Society. The notes
include the following information.
The house was built in the 1880s by Jim's great grandfather. There is a blacksmith's shop, where
Jim's father died, and Charlie White a six foot tall blacksmith had worked. The dairy had catered
for about 30 cows. They kept six horses and had a horseworks (Horse powered machinery for
such works as chaff cutting). The stables had hollowed logs for mangers and he remembers
having to feed the horses every lunchtime. The roof construction was of saplings. He noted that
there was a barn with huge door at the back, cowsheds, pigsty, calf house, bull yard, poison house.
He remembers the house having open fires. The shearing shed had two stands and the blades were
operated by a petrol motor.
Photographs, undated but late twentieth century, show the brick blacksmiths forge with a circular
brick water butt adjacent. The building is part clad in weatherboards and part clad in corrugated
steel. The building has bushpole posts and roof frame. The stables are shown as a long
rectangular building with a gable roof clad in corrugated steel. The building has a bush poles post
frames and roof structure and the stalls are of bush poles and floor is cobbled. The building is clad
in weatherboards.
REFERENCES:
Parish Plan
Shire of Newstead Ratebooks, 1865,1867, 1874, 1875, 1876, 1877, 1878, 1879, 1882, 1889,
1890.
Title Information
Newstead and District Historical Society, Trudgeon File, handwritten notes and photographs from
a visit to the farm with Jim Trudgeon.
Ern Pitts, "The Family History of Richard Trudgeon", manuscript courtesy of Janet Trudgeon.
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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Yandoit, BU 373 751

CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON LEGISLATIVE REGISTERS

Victorian Heritage Register: H1413
Victorian Heritage Inventory: H7723-0479
Local Planning Scheme:
HO977
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON OTHER REGISTERS

Register of the National Estate - Database No:
National Trust (Victoria) Register:
THEMATIC CONTEXT
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Substantially Intact
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INTEGRITY:
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be retained in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme. It is recommended that the place be retained on the Victorian Heritage
Register. It is recommended that the place be retained on the Victorian Heritage Inventory.
RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
Thomas Smith's Good Bed Fossil Quarry, off Boundary Road, Yandoit, is historically
significant at a STATE level. It is associated with the geologist, Thomas Smith, who made a
highly significant contribution to the knowledge of the State's unique geology.
Thomas Smith's Good Bed Fossil Quarry, off Boundary Road, Yandoit, is scientifically
significant at a STATE level. It contributes to the advancement of geological understanding in
the State, due to the rarity in Victoria of shelly fossils, such as graptolite, which are used
worldwide for the dating and correlation of rocks laid down during the Ordovician, Silurian and
Early Devonian Periods (390-500 million years ago).
Overall, Thomas Smith's Good Bed Fossil Quarry, off Boundary Road, Yandoit, is of STATE
significance.
DESCRIPTION:
Thomas Smith's Good Bed Fossil Quarry is situated on the crest of a ridge, on the western side of a
track that runs in a southerly direction from Boundary Road.
HISTORY:
Thomas Smith was a son of a gold digger and was born at Sandon in 1869. He grew up on the
family farm at Sandon and was a member of a large family. He lived and worked on the farm all
of his life, except for brief interludes spent mining and sleeper-cutting. In these unlikely
circumstances, he nevertheless achieved distinction as a geologist. His collection of graptolite
fossils from the Sandon-Campbelltown district enabled him to make a significant contribution to
the geology of Victoria and won him the respect of the State's and also national and international
geologists. Smith carried out his geological work between c.1898 and until his death in 1944. His
fossil collection is housed in the Geology Department in the Museum of Victoria. The centrepiece
of the collection is his extraordinary well preserved fossils, including specimens of 16 previously
unknown species, excavated from a small quarry known as now as Thomas Smith's Good Bed
Fossil Quarry.
REFERENCES:
C.C. Culvenor, Thomas Smith of Sandon: Miner, Farmer, Geologist, Jim Crow Press, Daylesford,
1994.
'Thomas Smith's Good Bed Fossil Quarry', Victorian Heritage Register, H1413.

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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Date of Photograph:

PROPERTY DETAILS: Allotment 62A Section 1 Parish of Campbelltown
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON LEGISLATIVE REGISTERS

Victorian Heritage Register:
Victorian Heritage Inventory:
Local Planning Scheme:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON OTHER REGISTERS

Register of the National Estate - Database No:
National Trust (Victoria) Register:
THEMATIC CONTEXT
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Good
Fair
CONDITION:
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6. Transport and Communications
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9. Secondary Industry
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Substantially Intact
Altered Sympathetically
INTEGRITY:
Altered Unsympathetically
Damaged/Disturbed

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in a 'Conservation Desirable' Schedule in the Shire
of Mount Alexander Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead Report.

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Conservation Desirable

PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The earliest part of the building is stone with later additions in weatherboard. The house is set
back from the road in an elevated position in a garden setting. The house has a hipped M form
roof clad in corrugated steel. The return verandah is supported on timber posts with decorative
timber brackets. The house retains two face brick chimneys. The house is one of the few in
the Werona -Sandon area and retains many qualities of a late nineteenth century and early
twentieth century timber building. It is recommended that the retention of the building be
encouraged.
The building is of importance for its potential to provide information that will contribute to a
greater understanding of the history of the settlement and establishment of the Werona - Sandon
area.
Further historical research and investigation is recommended. Further research and
assessment may result in the building being of LOCAL architectural and historic significance.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
The land on which this house is located (Allotment 62A of Section 1 in the Parish of
Campbelltown) was granted to J Longmire in 1868. The 1874 Ratebooks list Thomas Hamilton
as the owner of lot 62 of Section 1 Parish of Campbelltown and describe the property as grassland
and house. Robert John Longmire is rated for lot 62 of section 2, Parish of Campbelltown and his
property is described as land, vineyard and house. The 1890 Ratebooks lists Mary Anne Hamilton
as paying rates on 800 acres of land in the Parishes of Campbelltown and Sandon. By 1900 she is
the ratepayer with the owner listed as the Trustees of Donald Campbell deceased. By 1910 Frank
Ebery is the ratepayer with Mrs. Hamilton as the owner and the rated property includes house and
about 750 acres including lot 62A Parish of Campbelltown. In 1915 the ratepayers are Frank,
Stanley and Myrtle Ebery who are described as graziers. The owner is listed as the Ebery Bros.
The old part of the house is stone with later additions in weatherboard. Tom Hamilton was the
President of the Newstead Shire at Federation (1900). He taught himself mathematics so that he
could reckon the speed of clouds. He devised a sun timer based on a curved glass bowl which
burnt cards for daylight hours. He brought up the Ebery children as he was their mother's brother.
After the property passed to the Ebery family it was sold to the Robinson family and later
occupied by the McCallum family and then the Fyffe family.
REFERENCES:
Parish Plans
Ratebooks 1874, 1890, 1900, 1910, 1915.
Sandon community Consultation 6.7.2000.
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in a 'Conservation Desirable' Schedule in the Shire
of Mount Alexander Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead Report.

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Conservation Desirable

PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The house is set back from the road in slightly elevated position in a remnant garden setting.
The house has a hipped M form roof clad in corrugated steel. A hipped roof return verandah is
supported on timber posts. The house retains two face brick chimneys. The house is one of the
few in the Werona -Sandon area and retains many qualities of a late nineteenth century and
early twentieth century timber building. It is recommended that the retention of the building be
encouraged.
Further research and assessment may result in the building being of LOCAL
architectural and historic significance.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
The building was once on Tom Hamilton's property. The building was shifted from Maldon in the
1920s. The building was owned by Frank Ebery and is still owned by the Ebery family.
REFERENCES:
Sandon Community Consultation 6.7.2000. Informant lived in the house.

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger

Shire of Mount Alexander: Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead, 2000

PLACE:

Place No:
WN/04

Longmire Farm Complex

ADDRESS: Werona Kingston Road, Werona

31 May 2004

OTHER NAME/S:

6/7/2000
MAP NAME & AMG REFERENCE: Yandoit 7723-4-3, BU 360 736

Date of Photograph:

PROPERTY DETAILS: Allotment 10 Section 2 Parish of Campbelltown
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Victorian Heritage Inventory:
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme.

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Longmire farm house and outbuildings, Werona Kingston Road, Werona, are
architecturally significant at a LOCAL level. The house demonstrates original design
qualities of a Victorian vernacular style. These qualities include the dominant hipped roof
form, together with a return, straight-roofed verandah that projects at the front and side. Other
intact qualities include the bluestone wall construction; corrugated roof cladding; two brick
chimneys; timber panelled doors; masonry window sills; and the timber framed, twelve pane
double hung windows. The outbuilding also retains the Victorian vernacular qualities including
the steeply pitched gable and hipped roof forms, the bluestone walling, the remains of the
chimneys and the remains of the blacksmith's forge. The stone boundary wall also adds to the
significance of the complex.
The Longmire farm house and outbuildings, Werona Kingston Road, Werona, is historically
significant at a LOCAL level. It is associated with the development of agriculture, especially
dairy farming in the Werona district in the mid to latter 19th century.
Overall, the Longmire farm house and outbuildings, Werona Kingston Road, Werona, is of
LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The Longmire farm house and outbuildings, Werona Kingston Road, Werona are sited in farming
land at the top of a hill. The house is set close to the road with only a small front garden area.
There is one mature pine tree on the other side of the driveway from the house. There is a long
stone fence on the road boundary to one side of the house. The main stone outbuilding is set back
from the road, downhill and to one side of the house. The house site slopes up from the road so
the front verandah is slightly elevated from the road level. The house has a hipped M form roof
clad in corrugated steel with modern square gutters. There are two brick chimneys which retain
corbelled brick dentillated bands. The house has a return verandah on three sides which springs
from just below the eaves of the main roof. This is of a very flat pitch and clad in corrugated steel.
The verandah is supported on timber posts with slightly arched timber brackets at the top of each
post. Part of the verandah at one front corner and to the rear has been infilled with rendered walled
construction. The house is of bluestone with the roughly squared bluestone rubble laid in courses.
There are stone window sills. The house has a central doorway with transom light above and
retains its panelled timber door. On either side of the doorway is a timber framed, 12 paned,
double hung window. There is a side doorway from the driveway and similar double hung
windows in the side wall.
The stone boundary wall stretches down the hill away from the house, starting on the other side of
the driveway from the house. The wall also forms one side of cattle pens which appear to have
been used when loading and unloading stock. The wall is of local bluestone field stones.
The stone out building is in two parts which appear to have been constructed at different times.
The portion closer to the house is a rectangular building with a gable roof clad in corrugated steel.
The walls are of roughly squared bluestone laid in wavering courses. There are the remains of a
brick chimney at one gable end. There is a doorway and a window in the side facing away from
the road. The second section of the building is at a lower level and abuts the first section but there
is no connecting doorway. This is also rectangular with a very steeply pitched roof which is a
gable where it abuts the first section and a misshapen hip at the other end. The introduction of the
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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additional roof plane is due to the construction of a chimney in one corner of the building. This is
now damaged. The walls are of a different character to the first section being bluestone field
stones laid in rough courses. There is a door and window to the building on the wall facing away
from the road. It would appear that this building was used as a blacksmith's forge.
HISTORY:
Allotment 10 of Section 2 in the Parish of Campbelltown was taken up from the crown by Thomas
Spinks. The Shire of Newstead Ratebooks in 1865 list Spinks as the owner of land in
Campbelltown. He remained a ratepayer for this land described in the 1874 ratebooks as
Allotment 10 of section 2 and in 1879 the description becomes land and buildings in east
Campbelltown. In 1879 Thomas Longmire becomes the owner of the land. In 1900 Thomas
Longmire is described as a farmer. In 1915 the owner is listed as Margaret Longmire, grazier and
the land for which rates are paid is described as House and 302 acres, allotment 4B, 10, 11 of
Section 2 and 73A, 73 B of Section 1. Thomas Longmire is rated for 864 acres as well. The
property was held by the Longmire family throughout the twentieth century. The farm was run as
a dairy for much of this time. In January 1969 the house was damaged by fire. Later a new roof
was added to the house. The house has been unoccupied for many years.
REFERENCES:
Parish Plans
Shire of Newstead Ratebooks, South riding, 1865, 1867, 1874, 1877, 1878, 1879, 1900, 1915
Community consultation

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme.
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PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Gervasoni farm buildings, Nevans Road, Yandoit, are architecturally significant at a
LOCAL level. In particular, the stables building demonstrates original design qualities of a
Victorian Swiss-Italian vernacular style, clearly reflecting the architectural traditions of
northern Italy and particularly the Italian masseria (farmhouses). These qualities include the
hipped roof form and particularly the rubble stone wall construction. Other intact qualities
include the galvanised corrugated iron roof cladding, modest eaves, window openings, central
timber door and the narrow openings under the eaves. The dilapidated cow bale structure and
the dry stone wall also contribute to the significance of the place.
The Gervasoni farm buildings, Nevans Road, Yandoit, are historically significant at a LOCAL
level. They are associated with the development of the Swiss-Italian farming practices from the
1870s that included dairying, vegetable and fruit growing, butter and cheese making, vineyard
development and winemaking. It is particularly associated with Luigi Gervasoni between 1874
and 1908, a brother of the Gervasoni family who had settled at Yandoit and established a mixed
farm company which became central to the area's later success. Luigi was a successful farmer
and also a Councillor for the North Riding of the Mount Franklin Shire Council between c.1900
and 1907. The property continues to be owned by the Gervasoni family today.
The Gervasoni farm buildings, Nevans Road, Yandoit, are scientifically significant at a
LOCAL level. In particular, the rubble stone wall construction of the stables building has its
roots in the Italian masseria (farmhouses) of northern Italy and is a rare construction technique
in Victoria.
Overall, the Gervasoni farm buildings, Nevans Road, Yandoit, are significant at a LOCAL
level.
DESCRIPTION:
Gervasoni Farm, Nevans Road, Yandoit, is comprised of a two storey stables building (with later
extensions), dilapidated cow bales, hayshed and deteriorated dry stone wall fronting the road.
The two storey, rubble stone, Victorian Swiss-Italian vernacular styled stables building is
characterised by a hipped roof form clad in galvanised corrugated iron. Modest overhangs are a
feature of the eaves. There are remnants of the early timber framed windows on the elevation
fronting the road, and the central timber door is still extant. Smaller openings are situated under
the eaves. To the side of the building is an introduced horizontal weatherboard skillion addition in
poor condition. A gabled, galvanised corrugated iron extension is located at the rear.
The gabled cow bale structure is clad in vertical timber boards with substantial round timber
corner posts. The structure has a galvanised corrugated iron roof and a skillion vernandah. This
building is in very poor condition.
HISTORY:
With the first discovery of gold in Yandoit in 1854, large numbers of miners flooded into the
gullies and close to the creek. As well as the rapid monetary gains that came with the gold
discoveries, were the cultural and farming wealth brought out by the immigrant miners and
associated workers. The North Italian Gervasoni brothers, Carlo (head), Guiseppi, Luigi and
Antonio, were central figures in the establishment of Yandoit from the late 1850s and early 1860s.
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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The Gervasoni brothers and several other families who became farmers at Yandoit, were from the
Valle Brembana in the foothills of the Alps above Bergamo, in Lombardy, not far from the Swiss
border. Not surprisingly, therefore, the Swiss-Italian vernacular architecture of many of the
structures throughout the Yandoit district is reminiscent of the Italian masseria (farmhouses) and
their outbuildings of the patriarchal peasant communities of rural Italy.
Carlo and Guiseppi Gervasoni emigrated to Victoria in 1858, with Carlo commencing a dairying
business in the Hepburn/Shepherd's Flat area, selling milk, butter and other products to the gold
miners. Carlo came to Yandoit Creek in c.1859-60 because of his interest in a tunnelling operation
which sought to find gold under the basalt of the Yandoit Hill. Yet it was the rich Yandoit flats
which reminded him of his homeland that particularly took his interest, and so he moved to
Yandoit with his dairy herd of cows soon after.
Between 1858 and the early 1870s, Carlo was joined at Yandoit by his brothers (Luigi, Antonio
and Guiseppi) and fellow Northern Italians, Jack Guippore, Battistia Nani and Ambrogio
Invernessi (who had all tried their hand at gold mining). A mixed farming company was
established which had interests in dairying, vegetable and fruit growing, butter and cheese making,
vineyard development and winemaking.
The piece of land on which this stone building and other structures were erected (allotment 9 of
Section 2 of the Parish of Campbelltown) was originally purchased by the Italian 'stonehouse
company' on 22 July 1865, under the names of Ambrogio Invernizzi and Luigi, Carlo and Antonio
Gervasoni. There is also a two-storey ruin on this land, known in the Gervasoni family as the 'Old
Stone House', which seems to have been constructed soon after the purchase of the land, and
became central to the interests of the company. In 1868, Invernizzi and Antonio Gervasoni
withdrew from the company and the land was transferred under the names of the remaining
partners. By 1871, the land was under the Gervasoni name only, and became the home of Carlo
Gervasoni.
This rubble stone stables building is said to have been erected by Carlo's brother, Luigi Gervasoni
in the 1870s. It is located directly opposite Luigi's home, 'Bergamo', which he had established on
allotment 11 of Section A1 of the Parish of Campbelltown in the early 1870s. It may be that both
Carlo and Luigi used these stables in the early years, as it was not until 1893 that Carlo is said to
have built his 'new' horse stables of stone with a loft on top. This building was destroyed by a
bushfire in 1969.
In addition to his farming enterprises, Luigi Gervasoni represented the North Riding of the Mount
Franklin Shire Council from c.1900 until 1907. He had married the local Yandoit Creek girl,
Augusta (Eliza) Ritzau in 1871, with whom he had seven children, Johanna, Rossina, Nichol
Louis, Luigi Guiseppe, George August, Giovanni and Elizabeth Pasqua.
After Luigi's death in April 1908, this building and the surrounding land was retained by the
Gervasoni family and it is currently owned by Luigi's grandson, Vincent. During Vincent's
ownership, the early 20th century timber bow bales have been constructed, as has the galvanised
corrugated iron extension and weatherboard skillion addition to the stables building.
REFERENCES:
C.C. Culvenor, The Settlement of Yandoit Creek and the Gervasonis, Jim Crow Press, 1995.
C. D'Aprano, From Goldrush to Federation: Italian Pioneers in Victoria 1850-1900, INT Press,
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Autumn 1987, pp.2-7.
National Trust of Australia (Victoria) Register and file no. 3045.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
Bergamo house and farm complex, 18 Nevans Road, Yandoit, is architecturally significant at
a LOCAL level. Bergamo House was built in two main stages in the late 1860s and early
1870s and demonstrates original design qualities of a Victorian vernacular style. These
qualities include the arrangement of gable roof forms perpendicularly aligned, and the rendered
stone and unpainted stone wall construction. Other intact or appropriate qualities include the
galvanised corrugated iron roof cladding, hipped roof and skillion verandahs supported by
rudimentary timber posts, brick and stone chimneys, narrow eaves, doorways (including the
attic doorway with vertical boarded door) and the timber framed, multi-paned, double hung
windows. The remnant 19th century garden and outbuildings also contribute to the significance
of the place.
Bergamo house and farm complex, 18 Nevans Road, Yandoit, is historically significant at a
LOCAL level. It is associated with the development of the Swiss-Italian farming practices
from the 1860s and 1870s that included dairying, vegetable and fruit growing, butter and cheese
making, vineyard development and winemaking. It is particularly associated with Luigi
Gervasoni between 1874 and 1908, a brother of the Gervasoni family who had settled at
Yandoit and established a mixed farm company which became central to the area's later success.
Luigi was a successful farmer and also a Councillor for the North Riding of the Mount Franklin
Shire Council between c.1900 and 1907.
Overall, Bergamo house and farm complex, 18 Nevans Road, Yandoit, is of LOCAL
significance.
DESCRIPTION:
Bergamo house and farm complex is set beside the Nevans Road at Yandoit. It has a rural setting
and is surrounded by simple post and wire fences. Beyond Bergamo House are other smaller
outbuildings, garden remnants and substantial trees.
The rendered stone and unpainted rubble stone, Victorian Swiss-Italian vernacular styled Bergamo
house is characterised by a complex arrangement of roof forms clad in galvanised corrugated iron,
over an L-shaped building that appears to have been built in two main stages. There is a gable
roof that traverses the site, having an exposed unpainted stone gable end facing the street, and a
hipped and straight-roofed verandah along the side. Linked to this wing is a smaller gabled roof
having a skillion verandah that faces Nevans Road. These verandahs are supported by
rudimentary timber posts. Early brick and stone chimneys adorn the rooflines. Narrow overhangs
are a feature of the eaves. The early timber framed, multi-paned, double hung windows appear to
be extant, as do the doorways including the attic doorway and its vertical boarded door. Although
Bergamo House appears from the main road to be essentially a single storied building with an attic
storey in one section, it was built into the side of a hill and consequently is two-storied at the rear.
Photographs on p.100 of Claude Culvenor's book called The settlement of Yandoit Creek and the
Gervasonis are also useful for showing the appearance of Bergamo in the early 1900s and in 1990,
as is an unsourced copy of a photograph taken c.1890 in the possession of the consultants.
HISTORY:
With the first discovery of gold in Yandoit in 1854, large numbers of miners flooded into the
gullies and close to the creek. As well as the rapid monetary gains that came with the gold
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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discoveries, were the cultural and farming riches brought out by the immigrant miners and
associated workers.
The North Italian Gervasoni brothers, Carlo (head), Guiseppi, Luigi and Antonio, were central
figures in the establishment of Yandoit from the late 1850s and early 1860s. The Gervasoni
brothers and several other families who became farmers at Yandoit, were from the Valle
Brembana in the foothills of the Alps above Bergamo, in Lombardy, not far from the Swiss border.
Not surprisingly, therefore, the Swiss-Italian vernacular architecture of many of the structures
throughout the Yandoit district is reminiscent of the Italian masseria (farmhouses) and their
outbuildings of the patriarchal peasant communities of rural Italy.
Carlo and Guiseppi Gervasoni emigrated to Victoria in 1858, with Carlo commencing a dairying
business in the Hepburn/Shepherd's Flat area, selling milk, butter and other products to the gold
miners. Carlo came to Yandoit Creek in c.1859-60 because of his interest in a tunnelling operation
which sought to find gold under the basalt of the Yandoit Hill. Yet it was the rich Yandoit flats
which reminded him of his homeland that particularly took his interest, and so he moved to
Yandoit with his dairy herd of cows soon after.
Between 1858 and the early 1870s, Carlo was joined at Yandoit by his brothers (Luigi, Antonio
and Guiseppi) and fellow northern Italians, Jack Guippore, Battistia Nani and Ambrogio Invernizzi
(who had all tried their hand at gold mining). A mixed farming company was established which
had interests in dairying, vegetable and fruit growing, butter and cheese making, vineyard
development and winemaking.
In 1871, Luigi Gervasoni took over the licence to allotment 11 of Section A1 of the Parish of
Campbelltown, which had previously been taken out by Charles Langanke in 1867. Prior to
Luigi's occupation of the site, Langanke had already built a stone cottage and outbuildings, and
established a garden there, spending a 'considerable sum' improving the property. By 1874, it
appears that Luigi had extended the cottage into a large stone house that he named Bergamo after
the rural village in northern Italy in which he was born. In September 1874, Gervasoni described
his property as 'having a large stone house, a large weatherboard stable, outbuildings, garden etc.,
and all being in a highly improved state.' A photograph of the house in the 19th century shows a
complex building, with one section, directly facing the road, having rendered wall construction, a
hipped shingle roof verandah and a gabled roof form, and another section perpendicular to the
first, having part rendered and part exposed rubble stone wall construction and a gable roof form,
with the unpainted stone gable end being exposed to the road. This section also had a hipped
verandah, but clad in galvanised corrugated iron - the same cladding as the roofs. There were
timber framed, multi-paned, double hung windows under the verandah and in the gable end, as
well as vertical boarded doors, including a loft door.
In the 1870s Luigi is said to have built the substantial rubble stone stables structure which is
located across the road from Bergamo. In July 1874, Luigi also purchased allotment 26A1 of
Section 2 of the Parish of Campbelltown (across the road from Bergamo and further west along
Nevans Road) from his brother, Guiseppi. Luigi and his family established an extensive vineyard
on this land. In addition to his other farming enterprises, Luigi Gervasoni represented the North
Riding of the Mount Franklin Shire Council from c.1900 until 1907. He had married the local
Yandoit Creek girl, Augusta (Eliza) Ritzau in 1871, with whom he had seven children, Johanna,
Rossina, Nichol Louis, Luigi Guiseppe, George August, Giovanni and Elizabeth Pasqua.
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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After Luigi's death in April 1908, Bergamo was acquired by Les Pedretti, (Luigi's grandson). The
house and immediate land were later sold out of the family, although some other sections of
Luigi's land remain as the present farm of Vincent Gervasoni, another of Luigi's grandsons. It was
sold out of the Gervasoni family around 1970. The property was again for sale in 1985 and 1997.
REFERENCES:
C.C. Culvenor, The Settlement of Yandoit Creek and the Gervasonis, Jim Crow Press, 1995.
The Age, 9 November 1985.
Mount Alexander Mail, 14 April 1908, p.2 col.3; 15 April 1908, p.2 col.3.
C. D'Aprano, From Goldrush to Federation: Italian Pioneers in Victoria 1850-1900, INT Press,
1995.
Roslyn Maguire, 'Italians in evidence in nineteenth century Australia', in Heritage Australia,
Autumn 1987, pp.2-7.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The stone house, Pine View, on Nevans Road, Yandoit, is architecturally significant at a
LOCAL level. It demonstrates original design qualities of a late Victorian style. These
qualities include the hipped roof form and the skillion verandah at the front. Other intact
qualities include the rendered and exposed stone wall construction, galvanised corrugated iron
roof cladding and narrow eaves. The dry stone wall at the front of the house also contributes to
the significance of the place.
The stone house, Pine View, on Nevans Road, Yandoit, is historically significant at a LOCAL
level. The site is associated with the development of the Swiss-Italian farming practices from
the 1870s that included dairying, vegetable and fruit growing, butter and cheese making,
vineyard development and winemaking. It is particularly associated with the original owners,
Guiesppi Gervasoni and his brother, Luigi, who established an extensive vineyard on the site.
The stone house is further associated with Luigi's son, Jack (Giovanni) and his wife, Catherine,
who were the earliest occupants of the house.
Overall, the stone house, Pine View, on Nevans Road, Yandoit, is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
This site in Nevans Road, Yandoit, is comprised of a rendered stone house on the rise of an
embankment. Fronting the property is an early dry stone wall, together with substantial trees and
some flowers.
The single storey, rendered stone, late Victorian styled house is characterised by a galvanised
corrugated iron hipped roof form, with a skillion verandah at the front. Narrow overhangs are a
feature of the eaves. Some weatherboard infill has been introduced along the perimeter of the
verandah.
HISTORY:
With the first discovery of gold in Yandoit in 1854, large numbers of miners flooded into the
gullies and close to the creek. As well as the rapid monetary gains that came with the gold
discoveries, were the cultural and farming riches brought out by the immigrant miners and
associated workers. The North Italian Gervasoni brothers, Carlo (head), Guiseppi, Luigi and
Antonio, were central figures in the establishment of Yandoit from the late 1850s and early 1860s.
The Gervasoni brothers and several other families who became farmers at Yandoit, were from the
Valle Brembana in the foothills of the Alps above Bergamo, in Lombardy, not far from the Swiss
border. Not surprisingly, therefore, the Swiss-Italian vernacular architecture of many of the
structures throughout the Yandoit district is reminiscent of the Italian masseria (farmhouses) and
their outbuildings of the patriarchal peasant communities of rural Italy.
Carlo and Guiseppi Gervasoni emigrated to Victoria in 1858, with Carlo commencing a dairying
business in the Hepburn/Shepherd's Flat area, selling milk, butter and other products to the gold
miners. Carlo came to Yandoit Creek in c.1859-60 because of his interest in a tunnelling operation
which sought to find gold under the basalt of the Yandoit Hill. Yet it was the rich Yandoit flats
which reminded him of his homeland that particularly took his interest, and so he moved to
Yandoit with his dairy herd of cows soon after.
Between 1858 and the early 1870s, Carlo was joined at Yandoit by his brothers (Luigi, Antonio
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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and Guiseppi) and fellow Northern Italians, Jack Guippore, Battistia Nani and Ambrogio
Invernessi (who had all tried their hand at gold mining). A mixed farming company was
established which had interests in dairying, vegetable and fruit growing, butter and cheese making,
vineyard development and winemaking.
The piece of land on which this stone building and other structures were erected (allotment 26C of
Section 2 of the Parish of Campbelltown) was originally granted to Battista Nani in November
1870. He left for Italy in 1877 and Luigi Gervasoni purchased the land. It is said that this
rendered stone house was built for Luigi's son, Jack (Giovanni), after his marriage to Catherine
Cugley. As Jack Gervasoni was born on 12 July 1879, this house was possibly built around or
just after the turn of the century. In the 1930s, locals would stop at this property and drink wine
on their way to the local dance. The property is currently owned by Jack's son, Vincent Gervasoni,
who also owns the rubble stone stables building located further east along Nevans Road and the
'Old Stone House' on Yandoit Creek Road. Vincent Gervasoni has lived all his life at Pine View.
REFERENCES:
C.C. Culvenor, The Settlement of Yandoit Creek and the Gervasonis, Jim Crow Press, 1995.
C. D'Aprano, From Goldrush to Federation: Italian Pioneers in Victoria 1850-1900, INT Press,
1995.
Roslyn Maguire, 'Italians in evidence in nineteenth century Australia', in Heritage Australia,
Autumn 1987, pp.2-7.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former Carlo Gervasoni Homestead complex, Yandoit Creek Road, Yandoit, is
architecturally significant at a STATE level. The three main buildings on the site, and the
other ruinous outbuildings, demonstrate original design qualities of a Victorian Swiss-Italian
vernacular style, clearly reflecting the architectural traditions of northern Italy and particularly
the Italian masseria (farmhouses). The 'Old Stone House' has a number of these intact qualities
that include the gable roof form that his hipped at one end, and the rubble stone wall
construction. Other intact qualities include the lapped galvanised corrugated iron roof cladding;
two unstable brick chimneys with corbelled tops; modest eaves; timber framed, twelve paned,
double hung windows; vertical boarded doors; and the rubble stone skillion addition with two
squat rubble stone chimneys at the rear. The adjacent outbuildings are significant for their
hipped roof forms, rubble stone wall construction, narrow eaves, lapped galvanised corrugated
iron roof cladding, brick chimneys; and timber framed double hung windows. Although
ruinous the size and location of the buildings readily evoke the distinctive way of life of the
Swiss-Italian settlers in Yandoit and the buildings have become a landmark in the area.
The former Carlo Gervasoni Homestead complex, Yandoit Creek Road, Yandoit, is historically
significant at a STATE level. It is associated with the early establishment of Yandoit in the late
1850s after the gold rush, with the development of the Swiss-Italian farming practices that
included dairying, vegetable and fruit growing, butter and cheese making, vineyard
development and winemaking. It is also associated with the Italian 'stonehouse company' from
the early 1860s, being a consortium of Northern Italians that included the Gervasoni brothers
(Carlo, Guiseppe, Luigi and Antonio), Jack Guippore, Battistia Nani and Ambrogio Invernessi.
This homestead complex is especially associated with Carlo Gervasoni, who had the initial
vision to establish an agricultural and viticultural farming enterprise at Yandoit in c.1859-60,
and whose family was connected with the property until at least 1925. The homestead complex
is also integrally associated with Yandoit as the first major agricultural settlement of Italians in
Australia.
The former Carlo Gervasoni Homestead complex, Yandoit Creek Road, Yandoit, is
scientifically significant at a STATE level. The rubble stone wall and chimney construction
has its roots in the Italian masseria (farmhouses) of northern Italy and is a rare construction
technique in Victoria. The complex is also of importance for its ability to provide information
contributing to an understanding of the development of Swiss-Italian farming in the 19th
century, and has a strong presumption of archaeological research potential.
The former Carlo Gervasoni Homestead complex, Yandoit Creek Road, Yandoit, is socially
significant at a LOCAL level. Although no longer operating as a farm, it is still recognised by
the community for its past purpose as an agricultural and viticultural farm operated by the
Swiss-Italian Gervasoni family.
Overall, the former Carlo Gervasoni Homestead complex, Yandoit Creek Road, Yandoit, is of
STATE significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The former Carlo Gervasoni homestead and outbuildings, Yandoit Creek Road, Yandoit, are set on
a large rural allotment on gently sloping agricultural land. The complex of buildings and ruins
represents a tangible legacy with the dairy, cheese making, winegrowing and making and other
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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mixed farm enterprises established there in the early 1860s. Today, the homestead complex is
particularly comprised of the 'Old Stone House', two smaller outbuildings and a number of ruins.
The two storey, asymmetrical, partially rendered, rubble stone, Victorian Swiss-Italian vernacular
'Old Stone House' building is characterised by a lapped galvanised corrugated iron gable roof
form, hipped at one end. Two unstable brick chimneys with corbelled tops adorn the roofline.
Modest overhangs are a feature of the eaves. The timber framed, twelve paned, double hung
windows are early, as are the vertical boarded doors. A rubble stone skillion addition with two
squat rubble stone chimneys appears to be extant at the rear.
The single storey, rubble stone, Victorian Swiss-Italian vernacular styled outbuilding nearest the
'Old Stone House' is characterised by a lapped galvanised corrugated iron hipped roof form. A
simple brick chimney is located at one end and narrow overhangs are a feature of the eaves. The
timber framed double hung windows appear to be early.
Adjacent to the first outbuilding is a smaller, Victorian Swiss-Italian vernacular styled rubble stone
structure, having a lapped galvanised corrugated iron roof and narrow eaves.
Beyond this outbuilding are at least three rubble stone ruins, representing earlier farm structures on
the site.
HISTORY:
With the first discovery of gold in Yandoit in 1854, large numbers of miners flooded into the
gullies and close to the creek. As well as the rapid monetary gains that came with the gold
discoveries, were the cultural and farming riches brought out by the immigrant miners and
associated workers. The north Italian Gervasoni brothers, Carlo (head), Guiseppi, Luigi and
Antonio, were central figures in the establishment of Yandoit from the late 1850s and early 1860s.
The Gervasoni brothers and several other families who became farmers at Yandoit, were from the
Valle Brembana in the foothills of the Alps above Bergamo, in Lombardy, not far from the Swiss
border. Not surprisingly, therefore, the Swiss-Italian vernacular architecture of many of the
structures throughout the Yandoit district is reminiscent of the Italian masseria (farmhouses) and
their outbuildings of the patriarchal peasant communities of rural Italy.
Carlo and Guiseppi Gervasoni emigrated to Victoria in 1858, with Carlo commencing a dairying
business in the Hepburn/Shepherd's Flat area, selling milk, butter and other products to the gold
miners. Carlo came to Yandoit Creek in c.1859-60 because of his interest in a tunnelling operation
which sought to find gold under the basalt of the Yandoit Hill. Yet it was the rich Yandoit flats
which reminded him of his homeland that particularly took his interest, and so he moved to
Yandoit with his dairy herd of cows soon after.
Between 1858 and the early 1870s, Carlo was joined at Yandoit by his brothers (Luigi, Antonio
and Guiseppi) and fellow northern Italians, Jack Guippore, Battistia Nani and Ambrogio
Invernessi (who had all tried their hand at gold mining). A mixed farming company was
established which had interests in dairying, vegetable and fruit growing, butter and cheese making,
vineyard development and winemaking.
This site, comprising part of allotment 9 of Section 2 of the Parish of Campbelltown (19 acres, 1
rood and 30 perches), was purchased by the Italian 'stonehouse company' on 22 July 1865, under
the names of Ambrogio Invernizzi and Luigi, Carlo and Antonio Gervasoni. The two-storey ruin
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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known in the Gervasoni family as the 'Old Stone House' seems to have been constructed soon after
the purchase of the land, and it became central to the interests of the company. The house was
originally built with five rooms, two at ground level with three upstairs. A rear skillion
accommodated a dairy and cheese house.
In 1868, Invernizzi and Antonio Gervasoni withdrew from the company and the land was
transferred under the names of the remaining partners. By 1871, it was under the Gervasoni name
only, and became the home of Carlo Gervasoni.
In c.1887 the house was extended to accommodate Carlo's growing family. On the south side of
the main house, the so-called 'new' house was constructed. This building consisted of two
bedrooms and a large living room. A substantial wine cellar was located underneath which had its
own wide entrance. An underground tank, a brick-lined pit with a domed cover , holding 20,000
gallons was also built at this time. Sometime later a new dairy and wash-house (laundry) were
constructed between the two buildings and the 'old' and 'new' houses were connected by a
verandah. In 1893, new horse stables were erected at the rear of the 'Old Stone House'. Wagon
and machinery sheds and a fruit house were constructed in the ensuing years. On 19 November
1897, the 'Old Stone House' was hit by a tornado and the house required substantial remodelling.
The original roof was lifted by 5 feet and renewed, and the house was extended 20 feet to the
north, creating a large dancing/ball room, with a cheese cellar of the same size having been
constructed underneath. A new verandah was also constructed. The work was carried out by Bill
Barker of Daylesford, with the stone mason being Tony Duico.
After Carlo's death, while on holiday in Italy in 1901, his second wife Anne (Carlo's first wife,
Maria, having died in 1876, leaving Carlo with two children) continued to live there with some of
the 11 Gervasoni children. Upon the death of Anne in 1920, her son, John Gervasoni, and his
family lived there until c.1922. A photograph of the house in 1919 shows a two storey, gabled
building with a lapped galvanised corrugated iron roof. The house had a verandah and balcony
supported by timber posts. The balcony had a capped balustrade, while the verandah was
characterised by a timber picket balustrade. The house was linked to the adjacent building by an
enclosed skillion verandah. In c.1922 the property was sold to another son, Nichol, who leased it
to his brother, Carlo (Cling). In 1925, Nichol sold the 'Old Stone House' to his cousin, Jack
Gervasoni (Luigi Gervasoni's son), but he never lived there and it has been unoccupied since. It is
still owned by a member of the Gervasoni family, Vincent, who is Jack Gervasoni's son.
According to Vincent, some of the outbuildings, including the horse stables and machinery shed
were destroyed by a bush fire in 1969.
REFERENCES:
Heritage Victoria, Victorian Heritage Register No. H808, File No. 8601583
National Trust of Australia (Victoria) Register and file no. 3045.
C.C. Culvenor, The Settlement of Yandoit Creek and the Gervasonis, Jim Crow Press, 1995.
'Gervasoni' File, Newstead and District Historical Society.
Bendigo Advertiser, 28 March 1984.
C. D'Aprano, From Goldrush to Federation: Italian Pioneers in Victoria 1850-1900, INT Press,
1995.
The Sun, 18 October 1967.
Roslyn Maguire, 'Italians in evidence in nineteenth century Australia', in Heritage Australia,
Autumn 1987, pp.2-7.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The stone building, cottage and hedge, Yandoit Creek Road, Yandoit, are architecturally
significant at a LOCAL level. The buildings are believed to have been built in the early 1870s.
The grape handling and wine making outbuilding demonstrates original design qualities of a
Victorian Swiss-Italian vernacular style, reflecting the architectural traditions of northern Italy
and particularly the Italian masseria (farmhouses). These qualities include the gable roof form
and particularly the unpainted rubble stone wall construction. Other intact qualities include the
galvanised corrugated iron roof cladding, brick chimney, narrow eaves, timber framed window
opening at the front and the large opening at the side.
The small cottage demonstrates original design qualities of a Victorian vernacular style. These
qualities include the simple gable roof form and skillion verandah at the front. Other intact
qualities include the horizontal weatherboard wall construction, galvanised corrugated iron roof
cladding, timber framed double hung windows and the central doorway.
The small derelict Victorian vernacular weatherboard cottage with hipped roof and multi-paned
double hung windows, the remnant orchard and vines, and particularly the mature hedge
forming the front boundary, also contribute to the significance of the place.
The stone building, cottage and hedge, Yandoit Creek Road, Yandoit, are historically
significant at a LOCAL level. They are associated with the establishment of Yandoit in the late
1860s and/or early 1870s, with the development of Swiss-Italian farming practices that included
dairying, cheese making and wine growing. They are especially associated with Ambrogio
Invernizzi, early land owner, wine grower and wine maker from the early 1870s, and later with
descendants of the Gervasoni family, a long-time Northern Italian family whose farming
interests at Yandoit Creek date back to the late 1850s. During the early 20th century, this
property was the social centre for the Gervasoni family.
The Stone Building, Yandoit Creek Road, Yandoit, is scientifically significant at a LOCAL
level. The rubble stone wall construction has its roots in the Italian masseria (farmhouses) of
Northern Italy and is a rare construction technique in Victoria. The site is also of importance
for its ability to provide information contributing to an understanding of the development of
Swiss-Italian farming and wine making practices in the 19th century, and has a strong
presumption of archaeological research potential.
Overall, the stone building, cottage and hedge, Yandoit Creek Road, Yandoit, are of LOCAL
significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The site on the Yandoit Creek Road, Yandoit is comprised of a small cottage, grape handling and
wine making building, possible remnant 19th century orchards and vines and a substantial,
manicured hedge at the front. The site is a tangible legacy of the wine growing and making
enterprises established there in the 1860s and 1870s.
The single storey, rubble stone, Victorian Swiss-Italian vernacular grape handling and wine
making building is a dominant feature of the site. It is characterised by a simple, extended gable
roof form clad in galvanised corrugated iron, which covers the wine cellar at one end. An
unpainted brick chimney adorns the roofline, while narrow overhangs are a feature of the eaves.
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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An early timber framed window opening is extant on the front façade, while there is a large
opening at the side.
The single storey, horizontal weatherboard, Victorian vernacular cottage is characterised by a
simple gable roof form with a skillion verandah at the front. These roof forms are clad in
galvanised corrugated iron. Two symmetrical, timber framed double hung windows under the
front verandah appear to be early, as is the central doorway. The verandah is supported by
introduced square timber posts, with an introduced (but appropriate) curving timber valance
providing a decorative feature.
There is also another small horizontal weatherboard, Victorian vernacular cottage slightly up the
hill to the rear of the main buildings. It appears to be derelict but is characterised by a hipped roof
form clad in galvanised corrugated iron. Two symmetrical, timber framed multi -paned double
hung windows appear to be early, but the asymmetrically placed door is introduced.
HISTORY:
With the first discovery of gold in Yandoit in 1854, large numbers of miners flooded into the
gullies and close to the creek. As well as the rapid monetary gains that came with the gold
discoveries, were the cultural and farming riches brought out by the immigrant miners and
associated workers. The north Italian Gervasoni brothers, Carlo (head), Guiseppi, Luigi and
Antonio, were central figures in the establishment of Yandoit from the late 1850s and early 1860s.
The Gervasoni brothers and several other families who became farmers at Yandoit, were from the
Valle Brembana in the foothills of the Alps above Bergamo, in Lombardy, not far from the Swiss
border. Not surprisingly, therefore, the Swiss-Italian vernacular architecture of many of the
structures throughout the Yandoit district is reminiscent of the Italian masseria (farmhouses) and
their outbuildings of the patriarchal peasant communities of rural Italy.
Carlo and Guiseppi Gervasoni emigrated to Victoria in 1858, with Carlo commencing a dairying
business in the Hepburn/Shepherd's Flat area, selling milk, butter and other products to the gold
miners. Carlo came to Yandoit Creek in c.1859-60 because of his interest in a tunnelling operation
which sought to find gold under the basalt of the Yandoit Hill. Yet it was the rich Yandoit flats
which reminded him of his homeland that particularly took his interest, and so he moved to
Yandoit with his dairy herd of cows soon after.
Between 1858 and the early 1870s, Carlo was joined at Yandoit by his brothers (Luigi, Antonio
and Guiseppi) and fellow northern Italians, Jack Guippore, Battistia Nani and Ambrogio
Invernizzi, (who had all tried their hand at gold mining). Invernizzi had been born in 1832 at San
Giovanni Bianco, which is close to the Gervasoni's birthplace., and is believed to have arrived in
Australia in 1857. A mixed farming company was established which had interests in dairying,
vegetable and fruit growing, butter and cheese making, vineyard development and winemaking.
Ambrogio Invernizzi was the book-keeper and cook, and was responsible for business
transactions. He also grew vegetables, mainly potatoes, and sold them to miners.
In 1868, Invernizzi and Antonio Gervasoni withdrew from the company and they established their
own farms on neighbouring land at this time. Ambrogio Invernizzi was granted allotment 26E of
Section 2 of the Parish of Campbelltown in 1873 and is believed to have built this cottage and
grape handling and wine making building in the early 1870s. He married Frances Margaret
O'Sullivan in 1871 and they had eight children. Margaret Invernizzi died of pneumonia in 1882,
aged 32 years and Ambrogio died only six years later in 1886.
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Under the terms of Ambrogio's will, Luigi Gervasoni and Giovanni Busaschi were appointed
guardians of the children and executors of their estate. The home property was bequeathed to
Ambrogio's son, Paul when he should reach 21 years, but in the immediate years it was leased to
Carlo Gervasoni's son, Battista (Chich). Battista lived on the property and worked the orchards
and vineyards that had been Ambrogio's livelihood. He married Bridget Hallinan in 1896 and they
raised five children there. Although Paul turned 21 in c.1900 he did not ever live at the property.
When he became the owner of the title in July 1902 he was living in Clunes. In about 1906
Battista purchased a neighbouring property and appears to have moved there soon after.
Carlo (Cling) Gervasoni moved into the house in the following years, and he purchased the
property in 1925. He continued with the vineyards and wine making for several years and this
property became the social centre of Yandoit Creek Swiss-Italian relatives and other friends. The
property is still owned by members of the Gervasoni family.
REFERENCES:
C.C. Culvenor, The Settlement of Yandoit Creek and the Gervasonis, Jim Crow Press, 1995.
'Gervasoni' File, Newstead and District Historical Society.
Bendigo Advertiser, 28 March 1984.
C. D'Aprano, From Goldrush to Federation: Italian Pioneers in Victoria 1850-1900, INT Press,
1995.
Roslyn Maguire, 'Italians in evidence in nineteenth century Australia', in Heritage Australia,
Autumn 1987, pp.2-7.
Community Consultation: Dave & Iris Jones, Lindsay Garsed.
Submission to Mount Alexander Shire, 2011. the spelling of Ambrogio Invernizzi is taken from
Culvenor who references his will.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The stone and timber sheds are sited on a rise above the road. The shed is partially constructed
of stone with a simple skillion roof. The retention of this characteristic Swiss-Italian stonework
shed is desirable
The building indicates the early settlement of land in the area for agricultural purposes. The
building is of importance for its potential to provide information that will contribute to a greater
understanding of the history of the settlement and establishment of the district. Further
historical research and archaeological investigation is recommended as the ruin is of
architectural, historical and scientific significance to the Yandoit Hills district. Further research
and assessment may result in the building being of LOCAL architectural and historic
significance.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
The land on which this is located (Allotment 33B of Section 2 in the Parish of Campbelltown)
was granted to A Gervasoni in 1873.
REFERENCES:
Parish plan
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The stone stock enclosure is sited along the road boundary. The enclosure is substantially intact
with approximately 1.2 metre high stone walls with flat stones used as capping The retention
of these characteristic Swiss-Italian ruins is desirable.
The stone enclosure indicates the early settlement of land in the area for agricultural purposes.
The stone enclosure is of importance for its potential to provide information that will contribute
to a greater understanding of the history of the settlement and establishment of the district, and
has a strong presumption of archaeological research potential. Further historical research and
archaeological investigation is recommended as the ruin is of architectural, historical and
scientific significance to the Yandoit Hills district.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
Parish Plan
REFERENCES:

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger

Shire of Mount Alexander: Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead, 2000

PLACE:

Place No:
YH/08

Former Gervasoni Farm Building Ruins

ADDRESS: Yandoit Sandon Road, Yandoit Hills

31 May 2004

OTHER NAME/S:

17/6/1998
MAP NAME & AMG REFERENCE: Yandoit 7723-4-3, BU 390 778
Date of Photograph:

PROPERTY DETAILS:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON LEGISLATIVE REGISTERS

Victorian Heritage Register:
Victorian Heritage Inventory:
Local Planning Scheme:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON OTHER REGISTERS

Register of the National Estate - Database No:
National Trust (Victoria) Register:
THEMATIC CONTEXT
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The Environmental Setting
Exploration and Pastoralism
Gold
Towns and Settlements
Local Government
Good
Fair
CONDITION:
Poor
Ruins

6. Transport and Communications
7. Water Supply
8. Agriculture
9. Secondary Industry
10. Community Life
Substantially Intact
Altered Sympathetically
INTEGRITY:
Altered Unsympathetically
Damaged/Disturbed

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in a 'Conservation Desirable' Schedule in the Shire
of Mount Alexander Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead Report. It is
recommended that the place by nominated for inclusion of the Victorian Heritage Inventory
RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Conservation Desirable

PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger

Shire of Mount Alexander: Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead, 2000

PLACE:

Former Gervasoni Farm Building Ruins

ADDRESS: Yandoit Sandon Road, Yandoit Hills
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
YH/08
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The stone ruins are sited on a rise above the road. The ruins retain one gable wall end and the
front elevation with the intact door and window openings. There is evidence of a skillion
extension to the rear. The retention of these characteristic Swiss-Italian ruins is desirable
The building indicates the early settlement of land in the area for agricultural purposes. The
building is of importance for its potential to provide information that will contribute to a greater
understanding of the history of the settlement and establishment of the district, and has a strong
presumption of archaeological research potential. Further historical research and archaeological
investigation is recommended as the ruin is of architectural, historical and scientific significance
to the Yandoit Hills district.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
The stone ruins are the remains of a shed on the property which may have been an early residence.
There was a related house on the property which has since been demolished. The property was
once owned by the Swiss-Italian Gervasoni family who settled in the Yandoit Hills area. The last
family owner was Mr. Nicol Gervasoni. The Fyffe family were subsequent owners.
REFERENCES:
Sandon Community Consultation
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Stone House and Outbuilding, corner Yandoit Creek & Yandoit Werona Roads, Yandoit,
are architecturally significant at a LOCAL level. They demonstrate original design qualities
of a Victorian Swiss-Italian vernacular style, clearly reflecting the architectural traditions of
northern Italy and particularly the Italian masseria (farmhouses). Their construction is believed
to have begun in 1874. The stone house has some intact qualities that include the hipped roof
form and the rear skillion wing. Other intact qualities include the lapped galvanised corrugated
iron roof cladding, unpainted rubble stone wall construction, Lombardic rubble stone chimney,
modest eaves, timber framed, multi-paned double hung windows and possibly the front door.
The outbuilding is significant for its gabled and hipped roof forms, white washed rubble stone
wall construction, rubble stone and brick chimneys, lapped galvanised corrugated iron roof
cladding, modest eaves, double vertical boarded doors and side gable porch.
The Stone House and Outbuilding, corner Yandoit Creek and Yandoit Werona Roads, Yandoit,
are historically significant at a LOCAL level. They are associated with the establishment of
Yandoit in the late 1860s and/or early 1870s, and with the development of Swiss-Italian farming
practices that included dairying, cheese making and wine growing. They are especially
associated with Antonio Gervasoni, early land owner, farmer, cheese maker and wine grower
from the early 1870s, and the property has remained under the ownership of Gervasoni
descendants until the present day.
The Stone House and Outbuilding, corner Yandoit Creek and Yandoit Werona Roads, Yandoit,
are scientifically significant at a LOCAL level. The rubble stone wall and chimney
construction has its roots in the Italian masseria (farmhouses) of northern Italy and is a rare
construction technique in Victoria. The site is also of importance for information contributing
to an understanding of the development of Swiss-Italian farming and wine making practices in
the 19th century, and has a strong presumption of archaeological research potential.
Overall, the Stone House and Outbuilding, corner Yandoit Creek and Yandoit Werona Roads,
Yandoit, are of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The site at the corner of Yandoit Creek and Yandoit Werona Roads, Yandoit, is comprised of a
two storey house fronting the main road, together with a large outbuilding to the rear. The
property is bound by a simple post and wire fence. The house and outbuilding represent a tangible
legacy with the dairy, cheese making and winegrowing farm enterprises established there in the
late 1860s or early 1870s.
The two storey, unpainted rubble stone, Victorian Swiss-Italian vernacular house is characterised
by a lapped galvanised corrugated iron hipped roof form, with a skillion wing at the rear. A
substantial, Lombardic-like rubble stone chimney adorns the rear section of the roof line. Modest
overhangs are a feature of the eaves. The timber framed, multi-paned, double hung windows are
early, as may be the door at the front.
The white washed rubble stone outbuilding has a lapped galvanised corrugated iron gable roof
form (which covers the early cheese cellar) and a hipped roof wing along one side. Two brick and
rubble stone chimneys adorn the roof line. Modest overhangs are a feature of the eaves. The
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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double door opening with hinged, vertical boarded doors on the gable end is early. A small gable
ventilator forms a feature in the gable end also. The side gable porch may also be early.
HISTORY:
With the first discovery of gold in Yandoit in 1854, large numbers of miners flooded into the
gullies and close to the creek. As well as the rapid monetary gains that came with the gold
discoveries, were the cultural and farming riches brought out by the immigrant miners and
associated workers. The north Italian Gervasoni brothers, Carlo (head), Guiseppi, Luigi and
Antonio, were central figures in the establishment of Yandoit from the late 1850s and early 1860s.
The Gervasoni brothers and several other families who became farmers at Yandoit, were from the
Valle Brembana in the foothills of the Alps above Bergamo, in Lombardy, not far from the Swiss
border. Not surprisingly, therefore, the Swiss-Italian vernacular architecture of many of the
structures throughout the Yandoit district is reminiscent of the Italian masseria (farmhouses) and
their outbuildings of the patriarchal peasant communities of rural Italy.
Carlo and Guiseppi Gervasoni emigrated to Victoria in 1858, with Carlo commencing a dairying
business in the Hepburn/Shepherd's Flat area, selling milk, butter and other products to the gold
miners. Carlo came to Yandoit Creek in c.1859-60 because of his interest in a tunnelling operation
which sought to find gold under the basalt of the Yandoit Hill. Yet it was the rich Yandoit flats
which reminded him of his homeland that particularly took his interest, and so he moved to
Yandoit with his dairy herd of cows soon after.
Between 1858 and the early 1870s, Carlo was joined at Yandoit by his brothers (Luigi, Antonio
and Guiseppi) and fellow northern Italians, Jack Guippore, Battistia Nani and Ambrogio
Invernessi (who had all tried their hand at gold mining). A mixed farming company was
established which had interests in dairying, vegetable and fruit growing, butter and cheese making,
vineyard development and winemaking.
In 1868, Invernizzi and Antonio Gervasoni withdrew from the company and they established their
own farms on neighbouring land at this time. In May 1874, Antonio Gervasoni was granted 21
acres comprising allotment 26J of Section 2 of the Parish of Campbelltown, which was at the
intersection of the present road to Werona. Gervasoni is said to have built this stone house and
outbuildings in 1874, although there were apparently timber buildings constructed there as early as
1872. This property has remained under the ownership of Antonio Gervasoni's descendants until
the present day.
REFERENCES:
C.C. Culvenor, The Settlement of Yandoit Creek and the Gervasonis, Jim Crow Press, 1995.
'Gervasoni' File, Newstead and District Historical Society.
Bendigo Advertiser, 28 March 1984.
C. D'Aprano, From Goldrush to Federation: Italian Pioneers in Victoria 1850-1900, INT Press,
1995.
J. Gentilli, 'The Settlement of Swiss Ticino Immigrants in Australia', University of Western
Australia, January 1988.
Roslyn Maguire, 'Italians in evidence in nineteenth century Australia', in Heritage Australia,
Autumn 1987, pp.2-7.
Local informant: E.Sartori
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PROPERTY DETAILS:

Yandoit 7723-4-3, BU 386 746

CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON LEGISLATIVE REGISTERS

Victorian Heritage Register: H1306
Victorian Heritage Inventory: H7723-0472
Local Planning Scheme:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON OTHER REGISTERS

Register of the National Estate - Database No:
National Trust (Victoria) Register:
THEMATIC CONTEXT
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Altered Sympathetically
INTEGRITY:
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be retained on the Victorian Heritage Register. It is
recommended that the place be retained on the Victorian Heritage Inventory. It is
recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme.
RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The New Nuggetty Gully Alluvial Gold Workings are an excellent characteristic
example of shallow mining for alluvial gold. The site has remnants of three
different forms of mining - shaft sinkings, creek diversion and sluicing, and
ground sluicing - associated with at least five house sites. The area was
settled prior to mining by Swiss Italians and the house remains show
distinctive architectural details pertaining to the Ticino region of
Switzerland. The gully was opened in 1859 with gold seekers recovering some
large nuggets. In 1860, the New Nuggetty Company constructed a creek diversion
to work a large section of the gully. The water race was constructed during mid 1865, and after
about 1867, the gully was worked by fossickers.
The New Nuggetty Gully Alluvial Gold Workings are of historical, architectural,
archaeological and scientific importance to the State of Victoria.
The New Nuggetty Gully Alluvial Gold Workings are historically and
scientifically important as a particularly fine and essentially intact example
of a site associated with the earliest forms of gold mining which, from 1851,
played a pivotal role in the development of Victoria. New Nuggetty Gully is
important because of the gold mining sequence documented by the surviving
relics, and is also important for its low level of physical disturbance since
the nineteenth century.
The New Nuggetty Gully Alluvial Gold Workings are historically and
architecturally significant for its unusual remnant fabric of Swiss Italian
houses in the form of large stone fireplaces of a type common in the Swiss
cantonment of Ticino but rare in Victoria. These remnants are socially
important for their continuing association with the Swiss Italian community in
the Daylesford area.
The New Nuggetty Gully Alluvial Gold Workings are archaeologically important
for the potential to yield artefacts which will be able to provide significant
information about the cultural history of gold mining and the gold seekers
themselves.
Overall the New Nuggetty Gully Alluvial Gold Workings are of STATE significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The area includes an undisturbed alluvial landscape and domestic sites with shallow sinkings.
There is a diversion sluice, tailings and paddocking, a water race, surfaced slope and tail race and
five hut platforms, four with stone fireplaces.
HISTORY:
Flett records that a Captain Anderson (or Atkinson or Henderson) discovered gold in Nuggetty
Gully, Yandoit in May 1854, where in a short time the party got 120oz each. By March 1855 there
were 200 on the field. Maddicks reported in 100 Years of Daylesford Gold Mining History of
nuggets weighing 300 and 240 oz found at the 3ft. level in New Nuggetty Gully north west of
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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Yandoit in 1880, in 1895 nuggets weighing 600 oz and 750oz found at the 20 ft level at New
Nuggetty Gully, in 1899 a 124 oz nugget found at 15 ft level and in 1902 nuggets weighing 277
oz and 160 oz found at the 15 foot level.
REFERENCES:
The Statement of Significance is as prepared by Heritage Victoria. The description is from
information listed on the Heritage Inventory.
Maddicks, Henry T., 100 Years of Daylesford Gold Mining History: August 1851 to 1951.
Daylesford Historical Society, n.d. p37
Flett, James, The History of Gold Discovery in Victoria. Melbourne: Hawthorn Press, 1970. p12
& p402.
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PROPERTY DETAILS:

CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON LEGISLATIVE REGISTERS

Victorian Heritage Register:
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Local Planning Scheme:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON OTHER REGISTERS

Register of the National Estate - Database No:
National Trust (Victoria) Register:
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme.

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Guildford Plateau Mullock Heaps consist of a line of distinct mullock heaps. They form a
landscape feature across the flat top of the Guildford Plateau.
The Guildford Plateau Mullock Heaps are historically significant at a LOCAL level as gold
mining sites are of crucial importance for the pivotal role they have played since 1851 in the
development of Victoria. The line of mullock heaps has scientific significance as evidence of a
late 19th century mining.
Overall the Guildford Plateau Mullock Heaps are of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The line of mullock heaps run in an east west line across the top of the Guildford plateau. They
are prominent features punctuating the flat landscape of the plateau.
HISTORY:
It is understood that the most easterly of the dumps were the site of the Defiance Mine. The larger
dump to the west of the Defiance was known as the Central Mine. No further information has been
located about these mullock heaps.
REFERENCES:
Community Consultation.
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme.

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former Miners Arms Hotel, Donkey Gully Road, Yapeen, is architecturally significant at
a LOCAL level. It demonstrates original design qualities of a Victorian vernacular style.
These qualities include the parallel hipped roof forms, together with the straight-roofed
verandah that projects at the front. Other intact qualities include the tuckpointed brick front
wall and the stone side and rear wall construction; lapped galvanised corrugated iron and metal
tile roof cladding; two unpainted brick chimneys; stone window sills; and the timber framed,
multipaned, double hung windows.
The former Miners Arms Hotel, Donkey Gully Road, Yapeen, is historically significant at a
LOCAL level. It is associated with the development of Yapeen in the mid to latter 19th
century.
Overall, the former Miners Arms Hotel, Donkey Gully Road, Yapeen, is of LOCAL
significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The former Miners Arms Hotel, Donkey Gully Road, Yapeen is on a flat site and the building is
built to the road boundary. The rectangular building is in two distinct parts with parallel hipped
roofs over each section. The front hip roof is clad in short sheet corrugated galvanised steel. The
rear hip roof is clad in galvanised iron tiles which appear to be imported Morewood and Rogers or
Morewood and Co. patent tiles. These have been laid over a shingle roof. The front section has a
chimney on the internal wall at the rear and the later rear section has two chimneys on the back
wall. The chimneys are unpainted brick with a simple corbelled band of brickwork near the top.
The front roof extends at a slightly flatter angle to form the front verandah. The verandah is
supported on four square posts and there are decorative cast iron brackets to each post. The posts
have had new base sections roughly scarfed in, possibly when the concrete verandah paving was
added. The building has a brick front wall on a rendered base. The side wall and rear wall are are
stone. The front section has brick quoinwork at the front corners and the structural joint between
the two stages of construction can be easily seen. The walls are of roughly squared local stone laid
as roughly coursed rubble stone work. The windows have stone sills and lintels. There is a
skillion extension to the rear. This is timber framed and clad in square edged timber
weatherboards. The front elevation has tuckpointed brickwork and has a central doorway and two
flanking multipaned, timber framed, double hung windows.
HISTORY:
This site was originally part of the Strathloddon Pastoral Run settled in 1838. Part of this was
purchased by Frederick Taylor and became known as Taylor's Paddock. Frank Taylor sold off the
land in small allotments many of which made up the town of Yapeen during the goldrush in 1858.
In September 1858, Frederick Taylor conveyed Allotment 7 of Block B to Joseph Curry. In 1864
John Currie, storekeeper was granted a beer license then a publican's licence in 1865.
In 1868 Joseph Curry took out a mortgage for £150 with James Newman. Joseph Curry was the
licensee of the Miners Arms Mopoke Gully, Strathloddon from Jan 6 1865 until December 1892.
The Mount Alexander Mail in 1892 reported: " Another household has been broken up. Mr.
Joseph Curry, who has been a land-mark for nearly forty years at Strathloddon as the hotel-keeper
of the Miner's Arms has sold out, and gone to live with a married daughter at Prahran."
Edwin Yourn ran the hotel from December 1892 until December 1893. He was followed for one
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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year by William Sneddon who appears to have died in December 1894 when his executrix Mrs.
Annie Sneddon took over. Edward Doughety became the licensee in February 1895 and held it
until January 1897 when the license was refused on the grounds that the Miners Arms was unfit to
be a licensed house. It appears to have been used as a private residence after this date.
The place was inspected by Dr. Miles Lewis for the National Trust of Australia (Victoria) in 1995.
In his report he noted that there was a fairly clear indication of the different stages of construction.
The rear, later, hip section of the roof is clad in Morewood and Rogers or Morewood and Co.
galvanised iron roofing tiles over shingles. These are probably a quite late addition, recycled from
elsewhere. There is an oral tradition of a filled cellar below the front portion of the house and a
brick relieving arch on the north east wall may indicate the entry to the cellar. There is no doubt
that the front two rooms comprise a distinct and earlier stage of construction. This is clearly
indicated by the structural discontinuities and by a change in floor level and the external type
window on what is now an internal wall. The probability is that the large front room was more
extensively partitioned than it was in 1995. The boarded ceilings would appear to be introduced.
It appears likely that the front verandah was added after 1897. He noted that the very large
packing case shed was built in stages but was probably fairly modern.
REFERENCES:
Title information held at the Surveyor General Office
The Mount Alexander Mail 1 December 1892.
Hotel research information courtesy Malcolm Blume.
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme.
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PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Railway Bridge, Hutchinson Lane, Yapeen is historically significant at a LOCAL level. It is
associated with the infrastructure development of railway construction which occurred throughout
Victoria during the 1870s and 1880s.
The Railway Bridge, Hutchinson Lane, Yapeen is architecturally and scientifically significant at a
LOCAL level. It demonstrates qualities of nineteenth century railway bridge building, including the
brick retaining walls.
Overall, the Railway Bridge, Hutchinson Lane, Yapeen , is of LOCAL significance.

DESCRIPTION:
The rail bridge which crosses the road at Hutchinson Lane is one of the few surviving early rail
bridges in the Shire which crosses a road. The bridge is very simple and has one simple span with
the rail embankment lined with a brick retaining wall.
HISTORY:
The government-built railway from Melbourne reached Castlemaine in October 1862. It was not
until twelve years later, in 1874, that the route to Maryborough was decided. Contractors laid a
track through the Shire and established five stations: at Campbells Creek, Guildford, Strangways,
Newstead and Joyces Creek.
The experience of riding on a train was new. After the line was completed to Guildford a
woman rode on the engine which at 30 mph covered the distance in fifteen minutes pushing in
front nine trucks loaded with 80 tons of rails:
I had a private warning not to put my best clothes on. ... I stepped "aboard," as someone called
it. ... Anyone who merely travels in a first-class carriage along a well-known line has literally no
idea of the novel impressions conveyed by travelling on the engine with the train in front of you,
along a line not altogether complete. There is a sort of wavy, undulatory movement of the trucks
suggestive of an Ophidian monster ... Up to Guildford it was a succession of curves, shrieking
from the engine, steep gradients, whizzing past gates and gate-keepers' houses, and now and then
passing groups of enthusiastically [waving] men and boys, wondering women, and half frightened
children. ... The wind was strong, the motion rapid, and it took my breath away ... However, we
got back into the station safely ... and I left with a very lively recollection of my first ride on the
engine. Considerably blacker, dustier, and grimier than I had ever been in my life before.
Apart from the obvious benefits of freight and passenger transport the railway provided
local employment. The possibility of another line in the Shire arose in 1887. Daylesford Borough
Council wanted a railway to connect Daylesford with the Castlemaine-Maryborough line at
Strangways, Newstead or Guildford to provide a better freight service for agricultural and pastoral
produce and supply the mines at Maryborough with timber and firewood. Although official
reception was lukewarm it was decided in 1889 the route would be through Yandoit to Guildford.
This was hotly debated because every small town nearby wanted the railway to secure its future.
The Guildford line was in the 1890 Railways Construction Bill. However, in April 1892 and
because of the railways deficit, the government cancelled the line and proposals for lines
connecting Newstead with Allendale, Powlett Hill and Clunes.
The Shire's railway stations have closed. This is one of the few early railway bridges surviving in
the Shire.
REFERENCES:
Phil Taylor, 'Environmental History', Shire of Newstead Heritage Study Part 1, December 1998.
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme. It is recommended that the place be retained on the Victorian Heritage
Inventory.
RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
Mein's Freehold Deep Lead Mine consists of three intact mullock heaps. The most northerly
heap overlooks the highway and is a landscape feature. The middle mullock heap has two parts
- a heap of washed pebbles and a heap of mullock. A tree planted at the base of the mullock
heap is a tribute to two miners who died on the site.
Mein's Freehold Deep Lead Mine is historically significant at a LOCAL level as gold mining
sites are of crucial importance for the pivotal role they have played since 1851 in the
development of Victoria. The three mullock heaps have scientific significance as evidence of a
late 19th century mining. The most northerly mullock heap is a major landscape feature
viewed from the Midland Highway which adds to the significance of the site.
Overall Mein's Freehold Deep Lead Mine is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The site consists of three intact mullock heaps on flat land on the Guildford Plateau. The most
northerly heap, overlooks the highway and the elevated site makes it a dramatic landscape feature.
The middle mullock heap has two parts - a heap of washed pebbles and a heap of mullock. No
machinery foundations survive.
HISTORY:
June 1876: Mein's Freehold Gold Mining Company. - This company have been very successful in
their mining operations up to the present time, having raised a large amount of gold underlying the
volcanic formation; the auriferous drift being 200 feet below the surface. A vast amount of work
has already been accomplished, and preparations are now being made for more extensive
operations underground. The yield of gold during the past quarter has been comparatively
insignificant, owing to the ground in the vicinity of the old shaft being completely worked out. A
new shaft has been sunk, and 320 feet driven to intersect the main lead, and payable gold obtained.
Dec 1876: Parties puddling or sluicing: Mein's Freehold, Guildford
June 1877: Mein's Freehold G.M. Company. - The company furnish no gold returns for the past
quarter, having been engaged shifting machinery to the new shaft, which has been sunk to a depth
of 217 feet on the old lead. The great influx of water was a serious obstacle to the sinking... They
have now commenced driving on the main levels, and about 20 men engaged.
Dec 1877: Mein's Freehold Gold Mining Company. - This company have now got fairly to work in
their new shaft; depth, 200 feet...36 men being constantly employed.
Sept 1878: Mein's Freehold Gold Mining Company have been very active and successful of late,
working on private property at Guildford; there are now 42 men employed, the result of the last
three months' washing being 436 ozs. 17 dwts., from 3,600 loads of dirt, which gives an average of
nearly 21/2 dwts. to the truck. The company have still a large area of ground to operate on, and
considering the lead is well defined, and known to traverse the Guildford basalt plains, some
important discoveries must eventually be made in the direction of Newstead and Strangways.
Dec 1879: Mein's Freehold Gold Mining Company at Guildford continue to realize good returns
from the alluvial workings... 4,050 tons of washdirt has been raised, which yielded 536 ozs. 13
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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dwts. The company employs 43 men.
June 1880: The long and successful working of the Golden Lead Company under Mr. Mein's
Freehold, and their deep-lead of gold making toward the Guildford Plain, has led to the formation
of 'The Extended Golden Lead Company,' who have taken on tribute from Dr. Malcolm about 500
acres of the plain. They are now sinking an engine shaft near the base of the escarpment, where
they will erect machinery and drive thence in the schist bed-rock. Companies are projected to
develop other portions of the long-neglected Castlemaine deep leads.
June 1882: Mein's Freehold Gold Mining Company has made good progress in the development of
their mine during the past six months. Within a portion of the period mentioned 582 ozs. of gold
have been obtained from 7,000 loads of washdirt, from a depth of 230 feet, the lead being 100 feet
in width. Some 300 men and boys are regularly employed.
REFERENCES:
David Bannear, Historic Mining Sites in the Castlemaine/Fryers Creek Mining Divisions,
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, September 1993. Site No. 113 (History,
Description and Statement of Significance)
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be retained on the Victorian Heritage Register. It is
recommended that the place be retained in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme. It is recommended that the place be retained on the Register of the National
Estate.
RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
Old Marsh House, Midland Highway, Yapeen, is architecturally significant at a STATE level.
It is a rare surviving example of an early two-storey prefabricated dwelling and demonstrates
original Victorian design qualities that include: rectangular plan and two storey height; 13cm
corrugated iron wall cladding laid vertically; straight roofed verandah that projects at the front;
cast iron angles at the corners and intermediate T sections; wall cavities packed with brick; wide
eaves; two front doors in iron frames flanking a central column; timber framed, twelve paned
casement window and the other window openings (but not the windows). The sloping bushland
setting, substantial exotic garden contained within rendered brick dwarf walls and a grand series
of centrally located steps also contribute to the significance of the place.
Old Marsh House, Midland Highway, Yapeen, is historically significant at a STATE level. It
is believed to have been constructed by Samuel Hemming of Bristol, England in the early to
mid 1850s. Its erection at this location in c.1854/1855 corresponds to the period of peak
importation of iron prefabricated buildings into Victoria between 1853 and 1854. Such
buildings provided for the shortfall in accommodation during the period of rapid development
created by the Victorian gold rush and subsequent early settlement of central Victoria.
Old Marsh House, Midland Highway, Yapeen, is further historically significant at a LOCAL
level. It is associated with the farm development established by William Mein in the 1850s, and
the original purchaser of the prefabricated house. The Mein family have a long association with
the historical development of Old Marsh House, having owned the property from the c.1850s
until the present day.
Old Marsh House, Midland Highway, Yapeen, is scientifically significant at a STATE level as
an example of 19th century prefabricated building technology. It is of sophisticated and welldetailed construction, illustrates a high level of technical expertise and design excellence, and
adds to the body of knowledge of known prefabricated structures in Australia.
Overall, Old Marsh House, Midland Highway, Yapeen, is of STATE significance.
DESCRIPTION:
Old Marsh House, Midland Highway, Yapeen, is set high on sloping land at the end of curving
drive, which is lined on both sides by exotic trees. It has a substantial exotic garden contained
within rendered brick dwarf walls and a grand series of centrally located steps that lead to the
house.
The two storey, symmetrical, prefabricated Victorian house is rectangular in plan and clad in 13cm
corrugated iron laid vertically, with a straight roofed verandah projecting at the front. There are
cast iron angles at the corners and intermediate T sections. The wall cavities are believed to be
packed with brick. Wide overhangs are a feature of the eaves. There are two front doors in iron
frames flanking a central column. Only one original timber framed, twelve paned casement
window is extant, with all the other windows being replaced with the timber framed, two paned,
double hung type.
HISTORY:
Marsh House appears to have been prefabricated in England and erected on Allotment 32 of
Section 6 in the Parish of Guildford in c.1854/1855 for William Mein. He was the only son of Lt.
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Col. Mein, a Scot, and one of the earliest pioneer settlers of New South Wales. William Mein
overlanded from N.S.W. in the 1840s and was employed on Campbell's Strathloddon Station as a
book keeper. When the station land was resumed in c.1854/55 and offered for sale, Mein
purchased extensive landholdings, including the land on which Marsh House now stands. The
name of the property derived from that of the Mein family home at Cananbie, Dumfries, Scotland.
Upon the death of William Mein in 1879, the property was taken over by his son, William. When
he died in 1895, Marsh House was bequeathed to his eight children. In 1968, the property was still
under the ownership the Mein family, with Cr. L.A. Mein recorded as the owner.
The prefabrication of Marsh House is believed to have been undertaken by Samuel Hemming of
Bristol, England in the early to mid 1850s. According to Dr. Miles Lewis, an eminent
architectural historian, the importation of iron prefabricated buildings to Victoria was virtually
confined to the years 1853 -1854 and all the identifiable examples were made in England.
REFERENCES:
Mount Alexander Mail, 2 June 1862; 24 November 1863; 7 July 1879; 8 July 1879; 24 June 1895.
Bradfield, R.A. (ed.), Guildford: Some Early History. Castlemaine: privately published, 1970;
1988 edn., p.13, 35.
Bechervaise, 'Castlemaine Sketchbook'.
'Old Marsh House', Register of the National Estate Database, no. 004263.
'Old Marsh House', National Trust of Australia (Victoria) Register and file no. 1761.
'Powell's prefabricated house', National Trust of Australia (Victoria) Register and File No.2638.
Heritage of Australia, p.165.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
'Strathloddon' house, Midland Highway, Yapeen, is architecturally significant at a LOCAL
level. Although altered and extended, the house still demonstrates original or appropriate
design qualities of a Victorian style. These qualities include the hipped roof form that traverses
the site, together with a hip that projects towards the front. Other intact or appropriate qualities
include the painted stone and horizontal weatherboard wall construction; lapped galvanised
corrugated iron roof cladding; three unpainted brick chimneys with corbelled tops; narrow
eaves; central doorway; timber framed, 12 paned double hung windows; return, straight-roofed
verandah supported on timber posts; and the capped timber verandah balustrades having simple
timber balusters. The rural setting, grassed frontage with rambling driveway and mature elm
and other deciduous trees also make a contribution to the significance of the place.
'Strathloddon' house and site, Midland Highway, Yapeen, are historically significant at a
LOCAL level. They are associated with the Scottish hawker, William Aberdeen, from 1854
until 1910, who became a successful pastoralist and businessman with mining and hotel
interests.
Overall, 'Strathloddon' house and site, Midland Highway, Yapeen, are of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
'Strathloddon' is situated on the west side of the Campbell's Creek, Yapeen, and is reached by a
timber bridge. The property has a rural setting amongst the rolling hills, and is particularly
distinguished by a rambling driveway, and grassed areas with mature elm and other deciduous
trees. The stone retaining walls and garden nearby the house appear to be recent developments.
The single storey, asymmetrical, Victorian building is characterised by a hipped roof form that
traverses the site, together with another introduced hip to one side that projects towards the front.
These roof forms are clad in lapped galvanised corrugated iron. Three early unpainted brick
chimneys with corbelled tops adorn the roofline. Narrow overhangs are a feature of the eaves.
The original section of the house under the traversing hipped roof is constructed of painted stone
and has a central doorway with an introduced timber and glazed door. The timber framed, 12
paned double hung windows appear to be early. The projecting wing of the homestead represents
a later addition, which has horizontal weatherboard wall cladding and timber framed French doors.
The original section of the house is enveloped by a return, straight-roofed verandah supported on
timber posts. An awkward straight-roofed return verandah also envelopes the projecting hipped
wing. These verandahs feature capped timber balustrades having simple timber balusters.
HISTORY:
Early in June 1851 a Scottish hawker named William Aberdeen received £17 18s 1d for the sale of
gold he discovered in an area known as 'the Plenty' at present Warrandyte. Reputedly he later
received a £1,000 award from the government for being a member of Louis John Michel's party
that panned gold at Anderson's Creek near Melbourne in July 1851, one of the first officially
recognised discoveries of gold in Victoria.
Aberdeen was born in Sutherlandshire, Scotland, and arrived at Jackson's Bay, NSW, in 1837.
After working in Sydney for five or six years he went to the Port Phillip District. Late in 1851,
when the Victorian gold rush was gaining momentum, he became a storekeeper and by 1854
evidently had earned enough to purchase land on William Campbell's Strathloddon run at Yapeen.
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Aberdeen established his 'Balmoral Estate' on the west bank of the creek. About 1854 he built a
large two-storey stone house that he named 'Strathloddon' in which he and his wife raised a family.
Accounts differ about the source of his income at Yapeen, although it is probable it was derived
from his pastoral, mining and hotel interests; one recent source, however, states he was 'a
gentleman of independent means, who received a regular healthy stipend from a legacy in
Scotland.' In any case, Aberdeen's colourful character, commanding presence and status as a
wealthy landowner earned him the local nickname 'The Boss'. A faded photograph of him
reportedly depicts 'a small man, bearded, determined-looking, and with a frock coat reaching to the
region of his ankles.' During the Pennyweight Flat Rush of 1858 he opened a hotel named
'Balmoral Castle' and ensured that dancing and entertainment were available nightly. In 1865, in
an attempt to capitalise on William Mein's successful mining of his land on the creek's east bank,
he formed the Aberdeen Mining Company to work ninety acres on Balmoral. He was one of the
driving forces behind the creation of the Borough of Guildford in November 1866.
'Strathloddon' was 'Boss' Aberdeen's home for over fifty years. Sometime during that period the
upper storey was destroyed by fire and never rebuilt. In 1910, he sold the house and land to a
family friend, John Thomas Topham, and for the remaining four years of his life lived nearby with
his daughter. The Topham family were the owners until 1975 and since then the property was sold
at least twice, in 1979 and in 1986. On both occasions Castlemaine Real Estate Agents advertised
a single-storey Colonial home in stone and weatherboard, with three bedrooms, a large kitchen and
a family room with a glass wall opening onto a private courtyard garden, and a spacious sitting
room with a polished pine floor. The house was on 54 hectares of land in 1979 and 24 hectares of
'fertile river flats' in 1986.
REFERENCES:
Age, 22 December 1979, p. 35, and 13 December 1986, p. 41.
Bradfield, R.A. (ed.), Guildford: Some Early History. Castlemaine: privately published, 1970;
1988 edn.
Cappy, Joe, 'Historic Notes "Strathloddon Run", Yapeen, Auction, Sat. 20th. Dec. [1986], 2 PM',
in Newstead and District Historical Society File: Kennedy.
Cappy, Joe, '"Strathloddon Run" Yapeen House & Land Auction.' Real estate auction leaflet
advertising four Lots at Yapeen, 20 December 1986, in Newstead and District Historical Society
File: Kennedy.
Flett, James, The History of Gold Discovery in Victoria. Melbourne: Hawthorn Press, 1970.
Flett, James, Old Pubs: Inns, Taverns and Grog Houses on the Victorian Gold Diggings.
Melbourne: Hawthorn Press, 1979.
Sutherland, A., and Whitworth, R.P., Victoria and Its Metropolis: Past and Present, vol. IIA, The
Colony and its People in 1888. Melbourne: McCarron, Bird & Co., 1888.
Whitworth, Robert P. (comp.), Bailliere's Victorian Gazetteer and Road Guide. Melbourne: F.F.
Bailliére, 1865.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The brick residence (formerly the Yapeen Methodist Church), Midland Highway, Yapeen is
architecturally significant at a LOCAL level. It demonstrates original design qualities of a
Victorian Early English Gothic style. These qualities include the steeply pitched and parapeted
gable roof form, together with a steeply pitched, gabled porch that projects slightly from the
front gable end. Other intact qualities include the brick wall construction; galvanised
corrugated iron roof cladding; unusual curved and pointed wall recession following the form of
the gable in the main gable end; rose window; two lancet windows with a simple leadlight
patterning; pointed double doorway with vertical boarded doors having elaborate iron hinges;
pointed windows with a simple leadlight pattern; exposed brick buttresses; and the early
decorative masonry detailing (double buttress copings, window and door surrounds and
quoining, drip moulds above the windows and lancets, stringcourse that defines the floor level,
and the unusual pointed detailing (forming the upper portion of a single foil) above the rose
window). The large exotic tree at the front also contributes to the significance of the place.
The brick residence (formerly the Yapeen Methodist Church), Midland Highway, Yapeen, is
historically significant at LOCAL level. It is associated with the development of the Wesleyan
Church and Methodism in the Yapeen area from 1873. It is also associated with the architect,
T.F. Kibble.
The brick residence (formerly the Yapeen Methodist Church), Midland Highway, Yapeen, is
socially significant at a LOCAL level. Although no longer functioning as a church, it is still
recognised by some sections of the community for its past religious purpose.
Overall, the brick residence (formerly the Yapeen Methodist Church), Midland Highway,
Yapeen, is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The site of the brick residence, Midland Highway, Yapeen, is identified by the exposed brick,
former Methodist Church building and large exotic tree at the front.
The exposed brick, Victorian Early English Gothic styled Church building is characterised by a
steeply pitched and parapeted gable roof form, together with a steeply pitched, gabled porch that
projects slightly from the front gable end. Of further distinction is the unusual curved and pointed
wall recession following the form of the gable in the main gable end, which contains a rose
window about the upper reaches. Two lancet windows with a simple leadlighting flank the
projecting porch that has a pointed double doorway containing vertical boarded doors with
elaborate iron hinges. Along the longitudinal facades are pointed windows with a simple leadlight
pattern, and the exposed brick buttresses. Early decorative features of the design include the
masonry detailing (double buttress copings, window and door surrounds and quoining, drip
moulds above the windows and lancets, stringcourse that defines the floor level, and the unusual
pointed detailing (forming the upper portion of a single foil) above the rose window). The roof
appears to be clad in lapped galvanised corrugated iron.
Comparative Analysis:
The former St. Thomas of Villa Nova Catholic Church at Guildford has an interesting recession
that follows the roof form of the main gable. This church - together with the former Guildford
Wesleyan Church, also has a similar, slightly projecting steeply pitched porch gable in the centre
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of the main gable end. The flanking lancets at St. Thomas's Church and the rose window in the
upper gable reaches are other similar features evident in the Yapeen design.
HISTORY:
Methodism was introduced in the Port Phillip District by the Wesleyan Methodists in 1838. The
Wesleyans were particularly active after the onset of the gold rush in 1851, in Fryerstown, as well
as in other areas such as Spring Gully, Donkey Gully, Green Gully, Welshmans Reef and at
Strangways.
At Pennyweight Flat, tenders were called for the erection of a weatherboard chapel near the site of
the Balmoral Hotel, in 1861. This building was opened on 22 September, 1861, and served the
local Wesleyan community for many years. On 3 November 1873, the architect, T.F. Kibble,
called tenders for the construction of this former brick Methodist Church at Yapeen. A Crown
grant had been awarded to the local Wesleyan congregation for the purposes of constructing a
church. Mr. H. Goudge had owned this piece of land, but his property was divided with the
opening of the railway line in 1874. On 21 January 1874, the foundation stone for the church was
laid by the Rev. Thomas Williams, Superintendent of the Castlemaine Circuit, and President of the
Australasian Conference of the Wesleyan Church. On 2 June 1874, the Mount Alexander Mail
reported that the church building was almost complete. The Church opened for services on 21
June 1874, with the total cost of construction amounting to £520. The Yapeen Methodist Church
was the centre for Wesleyan Methodist activities throughout the 19th century and most of the 20
century. However, the declining population brought with it the closure of the church on 28
November 1965. Soon after, the church building was privately sold, and was later converted to a
private residence.
REFERENCES:
Mount Alexander Mail, 31 July 1861; 20 September 1861; 8 November 1870; 3 November 1873;
16 January 1874; 23 January 1874; 2 June 1874; 20 June 1874; 20 June 1874; 22 June 1874; 12
March 1885; 17 March 1885; 14 October 1885; 14 March 1908.
'Yapeen Methodist Church: A Services of Thanksgiving, Sunday 28 November, 1965', copy held
in the 'Yapeen' file at the Newstead and District Historical Society
R.A. Bradfield, 'A century of Schooldays'.
Echoes of the Past, 1988.
M. Lewis (ed.), Victorian Churches: Their origins, their story & their architecture.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The timber building is set in a garden area back from the road boundary. The building has
parallel hipped roofs clad in corrugated steel sheets. The building has timber weatherboard
walls. There is a flat skillion verandah across the facade with rudimentary timber decorative
valences. Part of the verandah has been infilled and extended. The building is one of the few
remaining in the Yapeen area and retains qualities of a mid nineteenth century vernacular
timber building. It is recommended that the retention of the building be encouraged.
The building is of importance for its potential to provide information that will contribute to a
greater understanding of the history of the settlement and establishment of Yapeen. Further
historical research and investigation is recommended. Further research and assessment may
result in the building being of LOCAL architectural and historic significance.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
James, in Echoes of the Past states that Modesty Cottage was built in 1858 by the Watson family
and continues to be owned by them. The original timber shingles are still underneath the roofing
iron.
REFERENCES:
Doreen James, Echoes of the Past. Yapeen Primary School, 1988, p24
Community Consultation.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Jessie Kennedy Reserve and Monument, off the Midland Highway, Yapeen are
aesthetically significant at a LOCAL level. They demonstrate important visual qualities
providing a rural, commemorate setting comprising a backdrop of a row of gum trees with the
centrepiece being a granite memorial cairn.
The Jessie Kennedy Reserve and Monument, off the Midland Highway, Yapeen, are
historically significant at a REGIONAL level. They are associated with the Kennedy family,
who were pioneer settlers in the district, and more particularly with Jessie Kennedy, who was
born in 1845, and is believed to be the first European child to be born in the Castlemaine
district. The cairn was erected in 1970 to commemorate this significant development in the
post-contact history of central Victoria. Although the site is not exactly where Jessie was born,
it is in the general area.
The Jessie Kennedy Reserve and Monument, off the Midland Highway, Yapeen, are socially
significant at a LOCAL level. They are recognised and valued by the community in the
Castlemaine region for commemorative reasons associated with the earliest developments of
post contact settlement in central Victoria, and for their association with the ancestors of present
members of the community.
Overall, the Jessie Kennedy Reserve and Monument, off the Midland Highway, Yapeen, are of
LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The Jessie Kennedy memorial is situated off the Midland Highway, Yapeen, in Jessie Kennedy
Reserve, formerly an unnamed wayside stop, and faces south-east towards the Midland Highway.
The site is identified by a flat, grassed allotment, having a row of gum trees forming a border in
the background. In the centre of the site is a granite monument that sits on a concrete foundation.
The monument is comprised of three parts: a rough-edged granite base 137 x 63 cm on which is
mounted a smoothly finished trapezoid-shaped granite block, 145 cm high, 32 cm thick and 62 cm
at its base tapering to 39 cm at the top, leaning against a smoothly finished rectangular granite
pillar 107 x 18 cm. Affixed to the side of the trapezoid facing the highway is the dedicatory brass
plaque (30 x 15 cm) which reads:
'Jessie Kennedy Reserve. It was in 1845 in a small cottage on this flat that Jessie Kennedy was
born. This cairn has been erected by the Shire of Newstead to mark the birthplace of Jessie
Kennedy, the first white child born in the Castlemaine District. Cr. G. Shill, Shire President, 1st
Nov., 1970.'
HISTORY:
Jessie Kennedy was the sixth child born to Alexander and Margaret Kennedy, and is believed to
have been the first white child born in the district.
Her father, Alexander, arrived in Sydney with his wife and five children in January 1839. He was
one of a number of Scottish Highlanders, including Donald Campbell and William Campbell, who
are said to have become interested in Australia Felix through the reports of the explorer, Major
Thomas Mitchell. Donald Cameron had arrived in Sydney a few months earlier, and Kennedy
joined him in overlanding to central Victoria, following Major Mitchell's 1836 track. Cameron
took up the lease of the Clunes run and Alexander Kennedy was his manager. A few years later, in
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April 1845, Kennedy became the official lessee of the Boughyards run (also variously called
Bowyards or Bow Yards). This run comprised some 22,000 acres and encompassed much of the
area from present-day Guildford to Fryerstown. At one time Kennedy is said to have run 10,000
sheep and 5,000 head of cattle.
It is held that while the Kennedy's homestead was being built (in the area west of present-day
Guildford on the Newsead Guildford Road) the family settled in a small cottage on William
Campbell's Strathloddon run, which was located directly north of the Boughyards run and
encompassed the present Yapeen district, and beyond. They are said to have been given the use of
this cottage because Mrs. William Campbell was related to the Kennedys. The cottage was located
on a flat fronting Campbells Creek, just downstream, or north, from the present Jessie Kennedy
Reserve and memorial. The area where the cottage was located was later known as Kennedy's
Flat.
On 25 October 1845, with the sole assistance of an aboriginal woman named Kitty Unari,
Margaret gave birth to Jessie. At the end of the year the Kennedy family all settled at Boughyards
and Jessie lived her whole life there. In November 1865, she married Reuben Wright, the son of a
Staffordshire farmer who had arrived in the Colony in 1858, and bore him three sons and six
daughters. Wright managed the run for his father-in-law before purchasing it outright. Alexander
Kennedy died in September 1877. In c.1870-1875, Wright bought a pre-fabricated building from
somewhere in the district and moved it to the property. It was set up on rising ground to the west
of the original homestead and converted into Jessie and Reuben's new home. It remained there
until about about 1994 when it was moved to its present location in Campbells Creek (CC/41).
Wright was killed in a horse-riding accident in 1911 and six years later Jessie died, on 10 April
1917. She was buried in Guildford Cemetery.
The present memorial's unveiling was the highlight of the Back-To Guildford celebrations of
October-November 1970, the first held since 1958. The site chosen was an off-highway picnic
reserve, formerly an unknown wayside stop, near the site of Jessie's birthplace on Kennedy's Flat.
The monument, jointly funded by the State Government and Newstead Shire, was unveiled on 1
November by the Shire President, Cr. George Shill. The guests included Jessie's sole surviving
child, Robina Delmenico, aged 82, of Castlemaine, and her son-in-law, Cr. John Powell, known as
'the grand old man' of Guildford. Chiefly commemorating 'the first white child' born in the district
the memorial also commemorates all local pioneers. Raymond Bradfield, President of the
Castlemaine Historical Society and author of a booklet on the Kennedys of Bough Yards,
explained in his speech that the Kennedy family was 'among the best of the pioneers in this State'
and noted that the 'early age at which the family members died indicated their hard way of life.'
Some of Jessie and Reuben Wright's descendents still live in the Castlemaine area.
REFERENCES:
Billis, R.V., and Kenyon, A.S., Pastoral Pioneers of Port Phillip. Melbourne: 1932; Stockland
Press edn, 1974.
Bradfield, R.A., letter to Newstead Shire Secretary D.H. Hutton, dated Vaughan, 20 December
1967. Copy in the possession of Frank Passalaqua, of Guildford.
Bradfield, Raymond A., Our First White Child and The Kennedy's [sic] of Bowyard. Castlemaine
Historical Society, 1975.
Bride, Thomas Francis (comp.), Letters From Victorian Pioneers. Melbourne: Government
Printer, 1898; Heinemann edn, C.E. Sayers (ed.), 1969.
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Castlemaine Mail, 3 November 1970.
Errington, Lesley J., 'A History of Fryerstown Postal Services.' Australia Post, n.d. [c.1976].
James, Doreen, Echoes of the Past. Yapeen Primary School, 1988.
Midland Express, 14 November 1995.
Pioneer Women of Castlemaine and District. Castlemaine: Business and Professional Women's
Club, [1975].
Spreadborough, Robert, and Anderson, Hugh (comps), Victorian Squatters. Ascot Vale (Vic.):
Red Rooster Press, 1983.
Sutherland, A., and Whitworth, R.P., Victoria and Its Metropolis: Past and Present, vol. IIA, The
Colony and its People in 1888. Melbourne: McCarron, Bird & Co., 1888.
Wright, Les, 'Kennedy Family History'. Newstead Historical Society File: Kennedy.
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CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON LEGISLATIVE REGISTERS

Victorian Heritage Register:
Victorian Heritage Inventory: H7723-0331
Local Planning Scheme:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON OTHER REGISTERS
Register of the National Estate - Database No: Registered - File

National Trust (Victoria) Register: Classified - #3841
THEMATIC CONTEXT
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be nominated for addition to the Victorian Heritage Register,
be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander Planning Scheme and retained on
the Victorian Heritage Inventory.
RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
Quartz reefs near the site were being worked as early as 1855. In 1887, the same year as the
larger Garfield waterwheel was erected nearer Chewton, the Bendigo and Fryers Co. erected
the water wheel to power their quartz crushing battery, with a 60ft diameter waterwheel. The
wheel was mounted on large stone foundations set into the side of the hill and was set in motion
by a supply of water from a nearby water race.
The Bendigo and Fryers Co. Gold Mining Site is of historical,archaeological and scientific
importance to the State of Victoria.
The Bendigo and Fryers Co. Gold Mining Site is historically and scientifically important at a
STATE level as a characteristic example of an important form of gold mining. Gold mining
sites are of crucial importance for the pivotal role they have played since 1851 in the
development of Victoria. As well as being a significant producer of Victoria's nineteenth
century wealth, quartz mining,with its intensive reliance on machinery, played an important role
in the development of Victorian manufacturing industry. The Bendigo and Fryers Co.
waterwheel abutments are a are testament to an innovative use of waterwheel technology in an
environment that was too dry to accommodate it, until the arrival of water from the Coliban
system. The Bendigo and Fryers Co. Gold Mining site is a rare and well preserved artefact of
what was once a relatively common technology on many Victorian goldfields, particularly those
in the alpine regions.
The site of the Bendigo and Fryers Co. Gold Mining site is also scientifically significant at a
STATE level for its potential to yield artefacts and evidence which will be able to provide
information about the technological history of gold mining.
Overall, the Bendigo and Fryers Co. Gold Mining site, Mopoke Gully, Yapeen is of STATE
significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The site includes two massive stone abutments set into the side of a hill. These are substantially
intact and include holding down bolts for the axle housing. On the west side of the abutments is a
large stone retained loading ramp. Below the ramp is a leveled floor containing a roughly square
depression belonging to a decayed stamper stump. An underground stone-lined culvert drains
from the base of the waterwheel pit. There is also a small intact tailing dump in the gully below
the abutments. Two water races are clearly visible above the abutments about 10 metres apart.
The mine workings located above the battery are characteristic of this era.
The abutments are of massive sandstone and are approximately 1.7 metres apart and 700 mm thick
at the top of the masonry walls. The wheel sat in a housing on top of the masonry with its axle
spanning the space between them. The wheel, in the form ofd a large bicycle wheel, sat between
the abutments and the water, carried in flumes from the hillside above, fell into the buckets which
formed its rim and turned the wheel. Attached to the spokes of the wheel was a circular gear
which drove the shaft activating the stampers via lifting cams which were set up on the platform to
the east. There is little remaining evidence of the base of the battery or any enclosing structure.
The western abutment is slightly battered(sloping) whilst the eastern is vertical with a step in its
side which was designed to accommodate the gear. The leading edges of the abutments are
stepped. The platform to the east is raised with a sandstone retaining wall varying up to 1.5 metres
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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high and about 12 metres long. From above the wheel a track leads to what appears to be an adit
in the hillside to the west. To the east is a small quarry which may have been the source of some
of the stone used for the works.
The waterwheel was constructed in the same year as the Garfield Wheel at Chewton and to the
same specifications although somewhat smaller having a 60ft diameter as opposed to a 72 ft. The
Mopoke wheel also differs from the Garfield wheel in that, whilst the later was constructed on
abutments which were basically above ground, the Mopoke wheel is built into the hillside.
HISTORY:
In July 1855 it was reported that "there are many parties working satisfactorily at More Pork Gully
[sic], and it is generally supposed that the whole neighborhood of German Gully will be profitably
worked this winter." In October 1855 a quartz claim was advertised for sale at Mopoke Gully and
in November the quartz reefs were reported as turning out exceedingly rich. The lack of water in
the area was evident by November when there were disturbances with the Chinese miners on
account of water. In 1859 only 4 non-Chinese were involved in quartz mining. Payable gold was
found in the area in the 1860s and 1870s. In 1884 Shill, Woods and party secured a lease on an
area of Mopoke Gully but by 1885 operations had been suspended. In 1887 the Bendigo and
Fryer's Gold Mining Company (formerly Woods and party) commenced works on the surface
including making excavations for a water wheel pit and erection of masonry , and a 10-head
battery to do all the crushing by water battery. The water wheel was described as overshot, 60 feet
in diameter, with a 20 inch breast (or waterway) and was to be set in motion by a supply of water
from a race 19 chains long with a fall of 3/4 inch to the chain and connected to the main
government supply. The Mount Alexander Mail of 1 July 1887 reported: "The water-wheel in
Mopoke Gully started on Wednesday afternoon. The want of water has been overcome by an
arrangement with a sluicing party, who have constant employment in the mine, gave up their
water-right."
By September 1887 the waterwheel was still operating but operations were
suspended by March 1888. In March 1889 the waterwheel was being used by tributors on the site.
The Mount Alexander Mail on 6 November 1894 reported on a serious accident: " to young Mr.
Bishop of Campbells Creek, while taking down the big water wheel in Mopoke Gully. He was
using a big hammer when it flew off the handle and caused him to lose his balance and he fell
about 30 ft on to the cemented bottom of the water wheel." An undated photograph of the wheel
and building was taken by John Henry Harvey and is held at the State Library of Victoria.
Doreen James in Echoes of the Past quoted Mr. Ted Wood who recalled that his grandfather
owned the Mopoke wheel. A big company from England bought them out and it just got going
when the gold ran out.
REFERENCES:
David Bannear, Historic Mining Sites in the Castlemaine/Fryers Creek Mining Divisions,
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, September 1993. Site No. 77
Doreen James, Echoes of the Past, Yapeen Primary School, 1988.
Mount Alexander Mail, 1 July 1887, 6 November 1894
National trust of Australia (Victoria) File No. 3841
Register of the National Estate Database No. 015591
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme.

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former Brown's Store, Rabbages Road, Yapeen, is architecturally significant at a LOCAL
level. It appears to be substantially intact and demonstrates original design qualities of a
Victorian vernacular style. These qualities include the main hipped and gable roof forms
together with the skillion roofed shed at the side, and the skillion verandah at the front, which is
a continuation of the main roof pitch. Other intact qualities include the unpainted stone wall
construction of the store and the whitewashed stone construction of the residence; galvanised
corrugated iron roof cladding; narrow eaves; two unpainted stone chimneys with corbelled tops;
entry doorway; timber framed, double hung and casement windows; and the timber verandah
posts. The sloping grassed garden setting, along with the scattering of trees and the dry stone
walling, also make a contribution to the significance of the place.
The former Brown's Store, Rabbages Road, Yapeen, is historically significant at a LOCAL
level. It is associated with the early years of the settlement of the Mopoke Gully area of
Yapeen, and with the Brown family, storekeepers.
Overall, the former Brown's Store, Rabbages Road, Yapeen, is of LOCAL significance
DESCRIPTION:
The former Brown's Store, Rabbages Road, Yapeen is set on a gently sloping site. The store and
adjacent house are set back from the roadway at a moderate set back from the road with the garden
area defined by the remaining sections of a dry stone wall. Part of the boundary is now defined by
a post and wire fence where the wall is now missing, although substantial sections remain. The
building is in two parts with a hipped roof residential section to the left and a gable roofed store
building on the right. The roofs are of a similar pitch and clad in corrugated steel. Both buildings
are of rubble stone walling. The house has been whitewashed or thinly rendered. The house roof
extends to form a front verandah now supported on plain timber posts. There is no decorative
frieze or brackets. The house has an off centre doorway with a timber double hung window to
either side. There are timber framed, double hung windows in the back wall as well. Where the
two parts of the building join is a large stone chimney which appears to have been constructed as
an external chimney to the house prior to the construction of the store. There is a second similar
stone chimney in the external gable wall of the store. The store building has timber framed
casements windows in the front and back walls. Built into the side wall is a skillion roofed shed
with the rear wall forming part of the dry stone wall and extended in height. There are some
mature native trees in the garden area and some remnant exotic plantings.
HISTORY:
This stone building operated as Brown's Store in Mopoke Gully. The store was built for Mr. J.G.
Brown. In 1988 a descendant of the Browns, Ella Rabbage still resided in the stone cottage across
the creek from this building. She recalled the business; " My great-grandmother [Mrs. Brown] had
goods sent out from England and they sold all sorts of things. My great grand mother used to buy
the gold from the miners in Mopoke Gully, and send it into Castlemaine. She would go down to
Melbourne on business, through the Black Forest, so named because of the bush rangers who
would hold them up. The roads that way, were made of poles laid across the road, according to
my grandmother who lived till she was 90. The store had a sand stone wall all around it. The
stones were collected from the paddocks." J.G. Brown died in 1895.

Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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REFERENCES:
Doreen James, Echoes of the Past. Yapeen Primary School, 1988, p. 30
Mount Alexander Mail 29 April 1895, death notice of J.G. Brown (not sighted), 12 August 1910,
funeral notice of W.B. Brown (not sighted)
John T Collins, Photograph of Store in 1976, State Library of Victoria Picture Collection ,
Accession Nos. H98.252/433, H98.252/434, H98.252/435.s
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme.

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The stone cottage (with timber addition), off Rabbages Road, Yapeen, is architecturally
significant at a LOCAL level. It demonstrates original design qualities of a Victorian
vernacular style, typical of rudimentary farm life in the 19th century. The particular design
qualities include the simple double gable roof form, possibly with timber shingles under the
recent corrugated zincalume cladding. Other intact, early or appropriate qualities include the
partially white washed random rubble wall construction, two partially white washed random
rubble chimneys; narrow eaves; timber framed casement window openings; and the doorway
with vertical boarded door. The adjacent addition also contributes to an understanding of the
evolution of the place and therefore has significant horizontal weatherboard wall cladding,
galvanised corrugated iron gable roof form, and timber framed double hung windows. The
remnants of the early garden, and the exotic and native shrubs and trees, also contribute to the
significance of the place.
The stone cottage (with timber addition), off Rabbages Road, Yapeen, is historically significant
at a LOCAL level. It is associated with some of the earliest farming developments in the
Yapeen area, possibly from the 1860s. In particular, this stone cottage is associated with Mrs.
Alexander, having been built between the 1860s and 1888, and later with her daughter and
husband, Mr. Reid, who built the timber addition at a later stage (late 19th or early 20th
century). Furthermore, the stone cottage and site also has later associations with Tom Rabbage
and his wife, local farmers.
The stone cottage (with timber addition), off Rabbages Road, Yapeen, is scientifically
significant at a LOCAL level. It is of importance for information contributing to an
understanding of the farming and cultural history of the Yapeen area, and has a strong
presumption of archaeological research potential.
Overall, the stone cottage (with timber addition), off Rabbages Road, Yapeen, is of LOCAL
significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The stone cottage with a later timber addition, off Rabbages Road, Yapeen, is characterised by a
rural setting surrounded by a remnant early garden and exotic and native shrubs and trees. The site
is bound by a rudimentary post and wire fence, having simple tubular steel gates. Opposite the site
is a lightly forested area.
The single storey, random rubble sandstone and partially white washed, Victorian vernacular
cottage is characterised by a simple double gable roof form clad in recent corrugated sheeting.
Original timber shingles may be situated underneath the new roof cladding. Two partially white
washed random rubble chimneys are situated along the gable end and at the rear respectively, and
have introduced brick tops and terra cotta pots (with one chimney having a recent flue projecting
from the top). Narrow overhangs are a feature of the eaves. Along the street elevation there are
original timber framed casement window openings. The cottage is currently undergoing
considerable restoration work. It appears that bricks have been introduced to repair one gable end,
which also has an original doorway with early vertical boarded door. A small, flat roof section
links the cottage to an early addition which is characterised by a shallow gable roof form clad in
galvanised corrugated iron, with horizontal weatherboard wall cladding. This extension also has
early timber framed, double hung, two paned windows.
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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HISTORY:
The stone cottage off Rabbages Road, Yapeen, appears to have been built between c.1860 and
1888, possibly for Mrs. Alexander, when the area was known as Mopoke Gully. The building was
known throughout the district for its small scale: having a low ceiling and low doors. A dairy
structure also seems to have been built in the 19th century, which was still extant well into the
20th century. Mrs. Alexander's daughter and her husband, a Mr. Reid, built the gabled timber
extension in the late 19th or early 20th century, although it may not have been until Tom Rabbage
and his wife (a granddaughter of Mrs. Alexander) took over the farm property that it was linked to
the original stone cottage. Mrs. Rabbage is also a descendant of the Brown family who owned the
stone store across the creek.
REFERENCES:
Doreen James, Echoes of the Past. Yapeen Primary School, 1988, p.24.
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in a 'Conservation Desirable' Schedule in the Shire
of Mount Alexander Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead Report. It is
recommended that the place be nominated for addition to the Victorian Heritage Inventory.
RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Conservation Desirable

PRECINCT:
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The house, collection of timber buildings and brick and stone ruins are set in a remnant garden
area back from and above the the present road boundary. The house has a hipped roof clad in
corrugated steel. The farm buildings have hipped and gabled roofs clad in short length
corrugated steel sheets. The farm complex is evidence of the early settlement of the area and
retains qualities of mid nineteenth century vernacular timber buildings. It is recommended that
the retention of the building be encouraged. The stone and brick ruin is of importance for its
potential to provide information that contributes to a greater understanding of the history of the
settlement and establishment of the district, and has a strong presumption of archaeological
research potential.
The farm complex is of importance for its potential to provide information that will contribute
to a greater understanding of the history of the settlement and establishment of the area.
Further historical research and investigation is recommended. Further research and assessment
may result in the building being of LOCAL architectural and historic significance.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
The east riding Ratebooks of the Newstead Shire in 1865 list Samuel Faull as paying rates for a
house and land at Campbells Creek. In 1867 the property is described as at Five Mile Creek. In
1874 the ratepayer is Christopher Faull who is described as a farmer and the owner of the land on
the west side of Campbells Creek. By 1979 James Faull, farmer is the ratepayer. James Faull died
in 1914. The house and ruins are also associated with Mrs. Rilen (nee Meurer), a descendant of
the Faull family.
REFERENCES:
Newstead Shire, East Riding Ratebooks, 1865, 1874, 1879.
Community consultation.
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme.
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PRECINCT:
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former Wood family residence Vaughan Springs Road, Yapeen, although altered is
architecturally significant at a LOCAL level. It demonstrates original design qualities of a
Victorian vernacular style, typical of rudimentary farm life in the 19th century. The particular
design qualities include the stone wall construction; timber framed windows; and central
doorway.
The former Wood family residence, Vaughan Springs Road, Yapeen, is historically significant
at a LOCAL level. It is associated with some of the earliest farming developments in the
Yapeen area, possibly from the 1860s. In particular, this stone cottage is associated with the
Wood family, from 1861 and 1887.
Overall, former Wood family residence, Vaughan Springs Road, Yapeen, is of LOCAL
significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The former Wood family farmhouse, Vaughan Springs Road, Yapeen is on a site which slopes up
from the road boundary. The house is sited very close to the road boundary. There are some
remnant mature and exotic trees in the garden setting. The rectangular house has a single gambrel
form roof which may have been added in the early twentieth century covering an earlier roof form.
The roof extends in the same steep slope to form a hipped verandah across the front elevation.
There are now no visible chimneys to the house. The verandah is supported on timber posts.
There is no remaining decoration to the verandah. The walls are of stone and there are stone
window sills. The building has a central doorway and is flanked on each side by timber framed,
double hung windows.
HISTORY:
This site was originally part of the Strathloddon Pastoral Run settled in 1838. Part of this was
purchased by Frederick Taylor and became known as Taylor's Paddock. Frank Taylor sold off the
land in small allotments in 1858 during the goldrush many of which made up the town of Yapeen.
This allotment (allotment 25 of Section G Parish of Guildford) was sold to John Medley in
December 1858. Medley later mortgaged the allotment for over £242 to Edmund and James
Wheeler and in 1861 they conveyed the site to Joseph and John Wood. The place was then
conveyed by Elizabeth Wood as trustee to James Wood in 1879. By 1919 Edwin Fox was the
owner and sold to James Spiers. In 1941 his executors sold to Charles Alexander Hillebrand.
Frank Hawke purchased the property in 1948. The Baker family purchased the property in 1953.
The Shire of Newstead Ratebooks for 1865 list John Wood as the owner paying rates for a house
at Pennyweight as Yapeen was then known. In 1867 John Woods is still listed as owner of house
and land at Yapeen, Joseph Woods is listed as owner of a house at Yapeen and Joseph Woods Jnr
is listed as the owner of a house also at Yapeen. In 1879 John Wood, farmer is listed as owning 60
acres of land part of Taylor's Pre Emptive Right Section.
The Mount Alexander Mail of 25 March 1887 carries an advertisement: "Sale by Auction, on an
early date, of Sixty Acres of highly auriferous Freehold Property, known as the Homestead of the
late Mr. John Wood, at Yapeen, near Guildford...comprising a Farm of 60 acres of rich volcanic
soil, in close proximity to the famous Mein freehold. The slopes where some tunnelling has been
done by the late proprietor are second to none for grazing purposes ... The buildings on the land
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger

Shire of Mount Alexander: Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead, 2000

PLACE:

Former Wood family residence

ADDRESS: 74 Vaughan Springs Road, Yapeen
OTHER NAME/S:

are of stone and weatherboard, with fruit garden etc. all well fenced and watered...."
REFERENCES:
Parish Plan
Title Information
Shire of Newstead Ratebooks 1865, 1867, 1874, 1879
The Mount Alexander Mail 25 March 1887.
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in a 'Conservation Desirable' Schedule in the Shire
of Mount Alexander Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead Report.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The timber building is set in a garden area which rises above the road boundary. The building
has parallel gable roofs clad in corrugated steel sheets. The building has timber weatherboard
walls. The building is one of the few remaining in the Yapeen area and retains qualities of a
mid nineteenth century vernacular timber building. It is recommended that the retention of the
building be encouraged.
The building is of importance for its potential to provide information that will contribute to a
greater understanding of the history of the settlement and establishment of Yapeen. Further
historical research and investigation is recommended. Further research and assessment may
result in the building being of LOCAL architectural and historic significance.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
It is understood that the house was relocated to this site from the nearby corner near the creek in
Yapeen. The house was owned by the Baker family who operated an orchard and dairy. They
developed the Yapeen Seedling cooking apple in their orchard.
REFERENCES:
Community Consultation - information from A Tyzack.
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Place No:
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Stone Outbuilding, site of former Yapeen Hotel

ADDRESS: 224 Donkey Gully Road, Yapeen

31 May 2004

OTHER NAME/S:
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MAP NAME & AMG REFERENCE: Guildford 7723-4-2, BU 493 868

Date of Photograph:
PROPERTY DETAILS:

CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON LEGISLATIVE REGISTERS

Victorian Heritage Register:
Victorian Heritage Inventory:
Local Planning Scheme:
CURRENT HERITAGE STATUS ON OTHER REGISTERS

Register of the National Estate - Database No:
National Trust (Victoria) Register:
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6. Transport and Communications
7. Water Supply
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9. Secondary Industry
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Substantially Intact
Altered Sympathetically
INTEGRITY:
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme.

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Stone Outbuilding, site of former Yapeen Hotel

ADDRESS: 224 Donkey Gully Road, Yapeen
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
YP/16
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The stone outbuilding on the site of the former Yapeen Hotel, Vaughan Springs Road, Yapeen,
is architecturally significant at a LOCAL level. The outbuilding demonstrates original design
qualities of a Victorian vernacular style. The stone outbuilding has some intact qualities that
include the hipped roof form, the unpainted roughly squared and coursed, rubble stone wall
construction; galvanised corrugated iron roof cladding; narrow eaves and the large side opening
with timber post.
The rural setting of the outbuilding, and its prominent location beside
Vaughan Springs Road and the adjacent mature street trees, also make a contribution to the
significance of the place. The building also contributes to the character of the district.
The stone outbuilding on the site of the former Yapeen Hotel, Vaughan Springs Road, Yapeen,
is historically significant at a LOCAL level. It is associated with the early years of the
settlement of the Yapeen district, and with the Yapeen Hotel, built in the early 1860s and later
as a blacksmith's shop and then dairy.
Overall the stone outbuilding on the site of the former Yapeen Hotel, Vaughan Springs Road,
Yapeen, is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The stone outbuilding appears to have been associated with the former Yapeen Hotel constructed
in 1861. The rectangular building is sited on a flat area on the road boundary. There are two large
elm trees in the road reserve adjacent to the building. These are part of an avenue of mature trees
along this section of the Main Street. The rectangular building has a hipped roof now clad in
corrugated steel. The walls are of roughly coursed random rubble local stonework. The wall
facing away from the road is partly open and at the centre of the opening is a timber post assisting
to support the roof.
HISTORY:
The Mount Alexander Mail of 10 May 1861 reported: "The nucleus of a small township is being
formed at the Junction of the Pennyweight and Guildford Road. Mr. Gardener is erecting a large
and substantial brick hotel there, and as the Balmoral has been destroyed by fire, the former will
obtain all the business once done by the latter as well as the chance of custom on the Guildford
Road." The application for a license was refused on 12 June 1861 as the hotel was not finished.
The newspaper reported on 28 June 1861:"...it is hoped Mr. Gardiner will be prevailed upon to
reconsider the name of his new public house, and give it instead of "Coventry Cross" the more
euphonious and appropriate one of the "Yapeen Hotel"." On 21 June 1864 when he advertised his
application, the building was described as having four bedroom and two sitting rooms and was
rented from Mr. Aitkens. George Gardiner remained the licensee until 1865. Richard Marks was
the publican from 1865 until May 1866. On 17 May 1866 Marks advertised the transfer of the
license to John Stephens, Blacksmith of Yapeen. In 1867 the licensee became Frank Frankling
and the hotel became known as Frankling's Hotel. In 1869 he advertised it to let but appears to
have retained the hotel as in 1872, a Mr. Day of Castlemaine advertised that the Yapeen Hotel,
formerly Frankling was to open. In 1880 the Old Yapeen Hotel was sold to John Collicote and
became Collicote's blacksmith shop. The building later was used as Charlie Baker's dairy.
REFERENCES:
Information on hotels courtesy of Malcolm Blume.
Mt Alexander Mail: 28 June 1861, 6 March 1865, 12 April 1880.
Community Consultation
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:
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Former Yapeen Store and Freemason's Hotel

ADDRESS: 36 Vaughan Springs Road, Yapeen

31 May 2004

OTHER NAME/S: Smith's Store, Tyzack's Store
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PROPERTY DETAILS:
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme.

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Former Yapeen Store and Freemason's Hotel

ADDRESS: 36 Vaughan Springs Road, Yapeen
OTHER NAME/S: Smith's Store, Tyzack's Store

Place No:
YP/17
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The former Yapeen Store and Freemason's Hotel, Vaughan Springs Road, Yapeen, is
architecturally significant at a LOCAL level. The complex demonstrates original design
qualities typical of Victorian commercial buildings and attached residential buildings. These
qualities include the timber shop and store facades located directly on the street frontage,
together with the verandah projecting over the footpath. Other intact qualities include the gable
roof forms: the weatherboard timber wall construction; the corrugated steel roof cladding; the
remnant timber parapet sign board; the timber framed shop windows; the timber framed, single
and double leaf doorways and the timber verandah posts with integral timber brackets. The
remnants of the original garden contribute to the significance of the place.
The former Yapeen Store and Freemason's Hotel, Vaughan Springs Road, Yapeen,, is
historically significant at a LOCAL level. Generally, the building is associated with the early
development of the Yapeen locality following the discovery of gold in the district and with the
need to provide services to a rapidly growing community. It is especially associated with the
storekeeper John Smith and his son Charles, who erected the timber buildings on this site by
1864 and called it the Yapeen Store. Smith later operated the Freemason's Hotel in conjunction
with the Store when he gained a publican's licence in 1864. Both John and Charles were active
in the community serving as councillors for the Newstead Shire and actively engaged in many
of the areas associations and sporting bodies It is further associated with Tyzack family, who
operated the General Store, Post Office and Telephone Exchange from the building for a large
part of the twentieth century This was probably the most substantial building complex to have
been erected in Yapeen in the 19th century, and is an important reminder of the early
commercial activities of the locality.
The former Yapeen Store and Freemason's Hotel, Vaughan Springs Road, Yapeen, is socially
significant at a LOCAL level. The buildings are recognised and valued by the community for
their past commercial and recreational function as an early store and hotel. This is supported by
the action of the local community to retain the building in the 1970s when it was threatened
with demolition to allow for changes in the road.
Overall, the former Yapeen Store and Freemason's Hotel, Vaughan Springs Road, Yapeen,, is
of LOCAL significance
DESCRIPTION:
The former Yapeen Store and Freemason's Hotel Vaughan Springs Road, Yapeen is on a gently
sloping site rising from the roadside. The road alignment in the area has changed and now there is
a grassed access road in the front of the building . The store buildings are constructed to the road
boundary with a street verandah. This is now much overgrown and partially concealed giving the
impression that the building is set back from the boundary. The residential section of the building
is set back behind a modest garden area. This section has a transverse gable roof clad in
corrugated steel. The roof has no eaves. There is an external brick chimney at the gable end. There
is a hipped roofed verandah across the front. This section is joined to the central section which
was the main store. Although now in poor repair and much overgrown the building retains many
of the original qualities as shown in an early photograph which would appear to have been taken in
the late 1900s. This section comprises two parallel gable roofed sections with the remains of the
structure which once supported a timber parapet, added as a nameplate and shown in the
photograph to say "JOHN SMITH & SON". The roofs are clad in corrugated steel and have no
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Former Yapeen Store and Freemason's Hotel

ADDRESS: 36 Vaughan Springs Road, Yapeen
OTHER NAME/S: Smith's Store, Tyzack's Store

Place No:
YP/17
31 May 2004

eaves. From below the parapet nameplate springs a steeply pitched skillion verandah which also
once supported a large rectangular name plate with "YAPEEN GENERAL STORE" written on it.
The verandah is supported on five timber posts with the remains of the curved timber brackets
which supported the verandah beam. The walls are of weatherboard. At the center of each gable is
a doorway, the doorway on the left
being a single shop entry. The doorway on the right appears wider and may have been the bar
room entry. The window on the far left is a wide rectangular shop window. The right hand door
has a timber framed window to each side. The final component in the streetscape is a large gabled,
weatherboard store. The roof is also clad in corrugated steel. This has a central doorway in the
upper gable to give access to a storage loft and the lower section was open with fencing and large
central gates giving access. This building appears to have been used as the store for the timber
yard. A number of large gable roofed structures and a tall brick chimney that show in the rear of
the early photograph appear to have been demolished. The building is in poor condition.
HISTORY:
On 27 September 1864, the Mount Alexander Mail printed a notice of application for a Publican's
Licence. John Smith, storekeeper, residing at Yapeen, gave notice of his intention to apply for a
licence for a house situated at Yapeen, on his own property and at present an unlicensed,
weatherboard building containing two sitting-rooms and two bed-rooms more than required by his
own family. The licensed premises appeared to have prospered over the next nearly 40 years as in
July 1893, the Mount Alexander Mail reports: "At Yapeen, Mr. Smith, the President of the
Newstead Shire, has made extensive improvements." John Smith & Son advertised the Yapeen
General Store in January 1895 as having on sale a large and well assorted stock of groceries, wines
& spirits, drapery, crockery, boots and shoes also timber of all kinds, lime, cement, paints,
paperhanging and building materials of every description. They were also agents for "Arabic"
Refrigerators for cooling roofs of dwellings, dairies and other buildings. When John Smith died in
November 1898 the Mount Alexander Mail printed the following obituary: "One of the oldest
residents of this district passed away on Saturday morning in the person of John Smith, who for a
very lengthy period conducted a general store and hotel at Yapeen. The deceased suffered of late
from an internal complaint, but until a few days ago was able to take outdoor exercise. A few
years ago he relinquished the business at Yapeen, and with his wife removed to Melbourne, and
resided in Ascot Vale for some time. The store and hotel have since been conducted by Mr. C.J.
Smith (son of deceased). The late Mr. Smith was of a jovial and amiable disposition and he won
the esteem of a numerous circle of friends and acquaintances by his bon-homie and sociability
generally. Recently he returned to Yapeen to spend a holiday in the place where he had resided for
upwards of a quarter of a century, and where as in other parts of the district, his demise has caused
deep regret. The funeral will take place at the Vaughan Cemetery today, the remains being
brought by the first train from Melbourne."
C. Smith applied for the renewal of the license for the Freemason's Hotel Yapeen in December
1903 but in September 1910, The Mount Alexander Mail reported : " At a sitting of the Licences
Reduction Board in Melbourne yesterday the surrender of the Licence of the Freemason's Hotel
Yapeen, of which Charles John Smith is the owner and licensee, was accepted and it was
determined that the hotel should be closed on December 31st." Charles Smith died in August 1920
and his obituary shows his wide community involvement: " The death occurred at Yapeen on
Friday of Mr. Charles John Smith, deceased, was one of the most prominent men in the district and
his death is regretted far and wide. For many years he was a live Councilor in the Newstead Shire
council, retiring after the amalgamation with the Mount Alexander Shire. He was Secretary of the
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Former Yapeen Store and Freemason's Hotel

ADDRESS: 36 Vaughan Springs Road, Yapeen
OTHER NAME/S: Smith's Store, Tyzack's Store

Place No:
YP/17
31 May 2004

Loyal Strathloddon Lodge, M.U. Oddfellows, Guildford and his wise counsel and sound judgment
will be sorely missed by the Lodge Brethren. He was also Past Master of the Mount Alexander
Lodge of Freemasons and a member of the Yapeen State School Committee, besides taking a deep
interest in all local enterprises. As Secretary of the Yapeen Tennis Club, he was deeply esteemed
by the devotees of the game. He was 60 years of age and leaves four daughters to mourn their
loss. He had suffered very little illness during his life, but for the last few weeks has been
suffering heart affection..."
The Newstead Echo reported n 3 November 1920 :" Buildings and property of late C. J . Smith of
Yapeen, purchased by Miss Odgers for £400. She intends to open a general business in the store.
The store then passed into the ownership of the Tyzack family. James in Echoes of the Past wrote
that the store is joined to the residence, which has many small rooms. The original kitchen and
laundry were detached and the kitchen had a slate floor. The lounge was added in about 1880.
The cellar under the store was for goods that needed to be kept cool. The Post Office also operated
from the store until 1937. Telephones were installed in 1921 and the telephone exchange was in
the store. The hotel was the last licensed premises to close in Yapeen where once there had been
four hotels. The hotel had a wooden floor which was scrubbed. The floor boards were laid
straight on the ground. The bar was the most popular in Yapeen and the older men would sit on
the verandah. As people began to shop in Castlemaine the store began to decline in business. The
store was still operating in 1960. A large hall built in the yard at the rear of the store was used as
a community hall after 1920. Concerts and dances were held here. After it was demolished
concerts were held in the two storey timber shed on the property.
Local historian Ray Bradfield in a newspaper article in 1970 stated that :"It was the birthplace of
the Godfrey enterprise, later to become a big business, with headquarters in Bourke Street
Melbourne and with many branches and known as King & Godfrey." He does not explain the link
further.
The Tyzack family still owned the store in the 1980s.
REFERENCES:
The Mount Alexander Mail, 27 September 1864, 15 July 1893, 3 January 1895, 14 November
1898, 11 December 1903, 13 September 1910,
The Newstead & Maldon Echo, 25 august 1920, 2/11/1920
John T Collins, Photograph of Store in 1976, State Library of Victoria Picture Collection ,
Accession No. H98.252/440
Newstead and District Historical Society, Picture Collection, Yapeen General Store, no date but
in the latter part of the Nineteenth century.
Doreen James, Echoes of the Past. Yapeen Primary School, 1988, pp. 29, 43.
National trust of Australia (Victoria) file No, 2808.
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Galvanised Iron Store/ site of former Bakery

ADDRESS: Vaughan Springs Road (off), Yapeen

31 May 2004
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in a 'Conservation Desirable' Schedule in the Shire
of Mount Alexander Heritage Study of the former Shire of Newstead Report.

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Conservation Desirable

PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Galvanised Iron Store/ site of former Bakery

ADDRESS: Vaughan Springs Road (off), Yapeen
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
YP/18
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The timber building is set on the road boundary. The building has transverse gable roof clad in
corrugated steel sheets. The building has timber weatherboard walls. There is a skillion roofed
addition to one side. The building may have been part of the buildings associated with the
former bakery on this site which survived the fire in 1962 which destroyed the bakery. It is one
of the few remaining buildings in the Yapeen area and retains some qualities of a mid
nineteenth century vernacular timber building. It is recommended that the retention of the
building be encouraged. Further research and assessment may result in the building being of
LOCAL architectural and historic significance.
DESCRIPTION:
HISTORY:
This building is part of the former bakery on this site. The Mount Alexander Mail reported on 28
March 1906 on the sale of the bakery:
"To Bakers, Investors and Others.
Yapeen
Wednesday April 11th, at 2.30 p.m.
F.W. Adams, favoured with instructions from Mrs. M. A. Hollis, will sell, as above, on the
premises - The whole of her Freehold Land together with the old-established business premises
(known as Philpot's Bakery), which consists of a 5 roomed W.B. Residence, Shop and
Commodious Bake-house, replete with every convenience. Detached is a brick and W.B. cottage
of 4-rooms with verandah, and let to good tenant. The land consists of rich alluvial flats; about 2
acres under lucerne. Also 1 Baker's cart (with top) and Set harness and Lot of sundries..."
R.A Bradfield in his "Century of Schooldays" recalls: "The old Bakery was built and owned by
Mr. Philpot. It consisted of two buildings, one being the bakery, the other the residence, to which
a small shop was added in later years. Sweets, soft drink and bread were sold. Unfortunately the
building was burnt to the ground in about 1962."
In the early 1960s when the proprietors were Featherby, Barassi and Rae, deliveries were made to
Campbells Creek, Fryerstown and Vaughan. People would travel from Castlemaine to get fresh
bread on Sundays.
REFERENCES:
The Mount Alexander Mail, 28 March 1906
R.A. Bradfield, A Century of Schooldays.
Community Consultation
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Bridge over Mopoke Creek

ADDRESS: Vaughan Springs Road (off) over Mopoke Creek, Yapeen
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31 May 2004
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme.

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE:
PRECINCT:
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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PLACE:

Bridge over Mopoke Creek

ADDRESS: Vaughan Springs Road (off) over Mopoke Creek, Yapeen
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
YP/19
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Bridge over Mopoke Creek, Vaughan Springs Road, Yapeen is architecturally and
scientifically significant at a LOCAL level. It demonstrates qualities of nineteenth century
bridge building, being a two span timber-decked structure with stone abutments and central
stone pier. This construction is distinctive and is a surviving example of a masonry bridge with
a timber deck.
Overall, the Bridge over Mopoke Creek, Vaughan Springs Road, Yapeen is of LOCAL
significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The small bridge which crosses the Mopoke Creek at Yapeen has coursed sandstone rubble
abutments and is supported in the centre by a single sandstone wall pier with rounded ends. There
are coursed sandstone rubble wing walls. The bridge comprises two spans of squared timber
stringers. There is a timber handrail on one side of the bridge. This consists of square timber
posts supporting a top and mid rail.
HISTORY:
Little is known of the history of this bridge.
REFERENCES:
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme.
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PLACE:

Yapeen War Memorial, Bent Park

ADDRESS: Vaughan Springs Road, Yapeen
OTHER NAME/S:

Place No:
YP/20
31 May 2004

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The war memorial and Bent Park, Yapeen, are aesthetically and scientifically significant at a
LOCAL level. They demonstrate important visual qualities and craftsmanship, with the
configuration of the elongated obelisk, chamfered base and stepped plinth, set in a small open
grassed park amongst exotic trees.
The war memorial and Bent Park, Yapeen, are historically significant at a LOCAL level. The
park is associated with the Victorian Premier Thomas Bent, who was instrumental in having the
area reserved following a visit in c.1908. The war memorial is associated with Private Colin
Tierney and Acting Sergeant Robert Topham who fought and died in the Second World War.
The war memorial and Bent Park, Yapeen, are socially significant at a LOCAL level. The park
is recognised and valued by the Yapeen community for recreational reasons. The war memorial
is recognised and highly valued by the Yapeen community for cultural, social and
commemorative reasons in relation to Colin Tierney and Robert Topham who fought and died
in the Second World War.
Overall, the war memorial and Bent Park, Yapeen, are of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The war memorial is set in Bent Park, being comprised of open grassed space and large exotic
trees, and is bound by an introduced tubular steel post and rail fence.
The monument is comprised of an elongated granite obelisk supported on a chamfered base and a
stepped plinth of two courses. The chamfered base contains an inscription with the details of
Private Colin Tierney and Acting Sergeant Robert Topham who died in Burma and Papua New
Guinea during the Second World War.
HISTORY:
Following the second world war an obelisk to two local men who died was erected by local
residents in the recreation area known as Bent Park, named after Victorian Premier Thomas Bent
who was instrumental in having the area reserved following a visit about 1908.
Commemorated are: VX60104 Private Colin Tierney, aged 30, 2/2nd Motor Ambulance
Company, Australian Army Service Corps, 2nd AIF, who died of illness on 27 June 1943 and is
buried in Thanbyuzayat War Cemetery, Myanmar [Burma], Grave a14.D.10.; and VX58799
Acting Sergeant Robert Francis Topham, aged 28, 2/3rd Independent Company, 2nd AIF, son of
John Thomas Topham and Elizabeth Topham, of Yapeen, Victoria, who died of wounds on 17
August 1943 and is buried in Lae War Cemetery, Papua New Guinea, Grave N.D.16.
REFERENCES:
Australian War Memorial Register 147.
Commonwealth War Graves Commission Registers for Lae War Cemetery, Papua New Guinea,
and Thanbyuzayat War Cemetery, Myanmar.
Doreen James, Echoes of the Past. Yapeen Primary School, 1988, p. 49.
Parsons, Max, and Trigellis-Smith, Syd (comps), War Memorials of Victoria: a pictorial record
(Melbourne: Returned & Services League (Vic. branch), 1994), p. 207.
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PROPERTY DETAILS: Allotment 10 Section G Parish of Guildford
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the place be included in the Heritage Overlay of the Mount Alexander
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
Kirk Bank Cottage, Midland Highway, Yapeen, is architecturally significant at a LOCAL
level. It demonstrates original design qualities of an unusual Victorian villa style. These
qualities include the intersecting gable roof forms, together with the straight-roofed return
verandah on three sides. Other intact qualities include the rendered brick gable ends with
unusual side piers and raked dentillations on the front gable; the rendered wall construction;
corrugated steel roof cladding and the timber framed, double hung windows. The large
spreading oak tree adds to the significance of the place.
Kirk Bank Cottage, Midland Highway, Yapeen, is historically significant at a LOCAL level.
It is associated with the development of Yapeen in the mid to latter 19th century.
Overall, Kirk Bank Cottage, Midland Highway, Yapeen is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
Kirk Bank Cottage, Midland Highway, Yapeen is set into a sloping site which slopes up from the
road boundary. The building is on a garden allotment with a moderate set back from the front
boundary. This is increased in appearance due to the wide grassed verges of the road at this point.
The garden in now defined by a low chain mesh fence. There is a very large spreading oak tree in
the road reserve near the front boundary. The house is in two parts: a rendered brick section with a
small timber section to one side. The rendered brick section consists of two intersecting steeply
pitched gable roofs which form a T shape. The roof is clad in corrugated steel. The gables end in
brick parapet walls. A steeply pitched skillion roofed verandah runs around the three sides of the
front section of the T. The verandah roof has the same pitch as the main roof and the main roof
continues at each side. The rendered parapet gable end that faces the street has a pier at each side
above the verandah level. Each has a vermiculated panel in the front face and appears to have
supported an urn or orb which is now missing. The render of the gable end has been marked out
with raking dentillations and there also appears to be a missing crowning ornament from the apex
of the gable. At the centre of the gable is a rectangular panel which appears to support a
nameplate. The verandah is raised at the front due to the slope of the site and the roof is now
supported on square timber posts with no frieze or bracket decoration. The verandah has a simple
balustrade of a handrail of diagonal timbers between the posts. This would appear to be
introduced. The central pavilion has two symmetrically placed timber framed, rectangular, double
hung windows. There is an opening at the end of each side verandah as well. The side parapets
are plain. The timber side section may have been a very small cottage moved to this site or added
later to the masonry building. It also has a gable roof with a slightly steeper pitch than the main
house. The roof is clad in corrugated steel. There is a steeply pitched skillion roofed verandah
across the front of the building. It is supported on square timber posts and clad in corrugated steel.
A modern sliding aluminum door and window have been introduced to the front of the building .
There is a window in the side wall and a verandah across the back of the timber section.
HISTORY:
This property on allotment 10 of Section G, Parish of Guildford appears to have first been
purchased by A.J. Smith. He sold to John Kidd. The Mount Alexander Mail advertised on 11
April 1863: "Suburban residence with half-acre of land neatly laid out for sale by public auction on
Thursday 16th April at 12 o'clock. Messrs Richards and Carey will sell as instructed by Mr. John
Kidd, by public auction...On the ground near to Mr. Wm. Mein's residence, Yapeen, All that rural
retreat known as "Kidd's Villa" being a three roomed brick building erected on allotment 10 of
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Section C [sic] parish of Guildford, comprising a half-acre of rich soil, beautifully laid out as a
garden, close fenced and making one of the nicest suburban villas in the district." The 1867
Ratebook lists a John Isles as paying rates on a brick house in Yapeen which may be this property.
REFERENCES:
Newstead Shire ratebooks, 1867
Parish Plan
Title Information
Mount Alexander Mail 11 April 1863.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Piele residence, Vaughan Springs Road, Yapeen, is architecturally significant at a
LOCAL level. It demonstrates original design qualities of a Victorian vernacular style. The
particular design qualities include the parallel double gable roof form, possibly with timber
shingles under the later corrugated steel cladding. Other intact, early or appropriate qualities
include the two brick external chimneys; timber framed, double hung, twelve paned windows;
and the central doorway. The mature peppercorn tree near the boundary and other remnant
exotic plantings also contribute to the significance of the place.
The Piele residence, Vaughan Springs Road, Yapeen, is historically significant at a LOCAL
level. It is associated with the early development in the Yapeen area, possibly from the 1860s.
The place has a long association with the Piele family.
Overall, the Piele residence, Vaughan Springs Road, Yapeen, is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The Piele Residence, Vaughan Springs Road, Yapeen is set at a short setback from the road
boundary. The house is separated from the road by a deep stone lined drain which was constructed
as a sludge channel in 1873. The house is reached by a timber bridge across the channel. The
front boundary is marked by a low hedge which is very close to the front verandah posts. There is
a large mature peppercorn tree across the driveway from the house and near the front boundary.
The house site rises gently from the road level. The house is rectangular with two parallel steeply
pitched gable roofs with the front roof changing to a flatter pitch and extending to form a
verandah across the front of the building. The roofs are clad in corrugated steel. The verandah is
supported on four timber posts. There are no decorative brackets or frieze remaining. There are
two brick external chimneys on the driveway side of the house. These are placed at the centre of
each gable. The chimneys are plain without any decorative brick work. The original timber
weatherboard wall cladding has been covered or replaced with horizontal cement sheet siding.
There is a central door and on either side are symmetrically placed timber framed, double hung,
twelve paned windows. These windows are identical to those shown in the pre 1873 photograph.
HISTORY:
James in Echo of the Past published in 1988 related information that she been told by Mrs. Piele
the owner. Included in the information was that the big peppercorn tree is believed to be as old as
the house; the house had been operated by her husband's grandparents as a shanty prior to 1873.
The house is built of timber and still has the original shingles in the roof. Under the front floor
was a cellar but it was filled in when a new floor was constructed. It was reported that Mrs. Piele
still had the newspaper article where the Newstead Shire called for tenders to complete the sludge
drain in the front of the house in 1873.
REFERENCES:
Doreen James, Echoes of the Past. Yapeen Primary School, 1988, pp. 2, 24.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The stone channel, Vaughan Springs Road, Yapeen, is historically significant at a LOCAL
level. It appears to have been constructed in 1873 to deal with mining sludge in the vicinity and
is a relic in a residential area of the local gold mining operations.
The stone channel, Vaughan Springs Road, Yapeen, is scientifically significant at a LOCAL
level. It demonstrates the skillful use of an stone work channeling in the nineteenth century.
Overall, the stone channel, Vaughan Springs Road, Yapeen, is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The stone channel which runs beside a section of the Vaughan Springs Road in Yapeen is wider
and deeper than the usual roadside drainage channel. The channel has a vertical stone wall on the
side away from the road surface and a stone base. The road side edge slopes up to the narrow
grass verge of the road. The properties abutting the channel have timber bridges for road and
pedestrian access. This gives an unusual and picturesque character to the streetscape in this area.
HISTORY:
This stone channel runs along the Vaughan Springs Road in front of the Piele family residence.
James in Echo of the Past published in 1988 related information that she been told by Mrs. Piele
the owner. Included in the information was that Mrs. Piele still had the newspaper article where
the Newstead Shire called for tenders to complete the sludge drain in the front of the house in
1873.
Sludge drains were constructed by Councils to remove the mixture of mud and water which was a
byproduct of mining operations.
REFERENCES:
Doreen James, Echoes of the Past. Yapeen Primary School, 1988, pp. 2, 24.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
Strathloddon homestead, Muckleford Road, Yapeen, is architecturally significant at a LOCAL
level. Although there have been a number of changes to the house over time, the house and out
buildings still demonstrate original or appropriate design qualities of a Victorian style and the
house represents important change during the interwar years. The outbuilding at the rear of the
house demonstrates original Victorian design qualities in the gable form of the roof, clad in
galvanised steel, painted masonry walls and window openings. The house demonstrates
original design qualities of the interwar Bungalow style. These qualities include the gable roof
form that traverses the site, together with a minor gable that projects towards the front, the
straight roofed verandah supported by squat, round concrete Doric columns on unpainted brick
piers.
Other intact or appropriate qualities include the horizontal weatherboard wall
construction; lapped galvanised corrugated iron roof cladding; brick chimneys with soldier
course caps, wide eaves with exposed timber rafters; central doorway; timber framed double
hung windows; and the decorative gable infill. The rural setting, grassed frontage with
rambling driveway cypress trees and uninterrupted views of the valley, Mopoke Gully and the
Campbells Creek also contribute to the significance of the place.
Strathloddon homestead and site, Muckleford Road, Yapeen, are historically significant at a
STATE level. They are associated with one of Australia's richest pastoralists and former Scot,
William Campbell, from 1840 until 1857. Campbell established a sheep station and introduced
a stud flock from John Macarthur's Camden property in New South Wales which was to become
the nucleus of later Western District flocks. The homestead has associations with Frederick
Taylor between 1857 and 1859 and with Henry Bradfield and his descendants, farmers from
1859 until 1963.
Strathloddon homestead and site, Muckleford Road, Yapeen, are scientifically significant at a
LOCAL level. They are of importance contributing to an understanding of the early pastoral
history of Yapeen and more broadly, Victoria, and there is a strong presumption of
archaeological research potential.
Overall, Strathloddon homestead and site, Muckleford Road, Yapeen, are of LOCAL
significance.
DESCRIPTION:
Strathloddon homestead is situated on the west bank of Campbells Creek in Section A,
Strathloddon Pre-Emptive Right, Parish of Guildford, County of Talbot. The homestead is
situated on a high bluff overlooking the creek named after the first occupant Campbell. The
homestead complex contains a timber house, stone outbuilding,painted galvanised iron shed and
other outbuildings. The site is bound by an introduced, inappropriate tubular steel and cyclone
wire fence approximately 1300 mm high. A number of mature cypress pine trees are a feature of
the site.
The existing timber building is sited on the same place as the early house shown in the 1840
painting and could be a replacement house or the original house substantially altered and extended.
The single storey, asymmetrical, timber building is characterised by a gable roof form that
traverses the site, together with another introduced gable to one side that projects towards the
front. These roof forms are clad in lapped galvanised corrugated iron. A straight roofed verandah
Consultants: Wendy Jacobs, Phil Taylor, Vicki Johnson, and Robyn Ballinger
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also projects at the front of the house and is supported on squat round concrete Doric columns
supported on unpainted red brick piers. Two early painted brick chimneys with soldier course tops
are situated at
the side and rear. Wide overhangs with exposed timber rafters are a feature of the eaves. The
timber framed double hung windows appear to be part of the interwar construction. Early
decorative features of the interwar bungalow include the gable infill including panelling, battening
and vertical timberwork. The timber house has a recessed skillion addition at the side which links
the house to a rear gabled outbuilding that appears to represent an early part of the homestead's
development. It has painted stone wall construction and a roof clad in galvanised corrugated iron.
The window openings in this outbuilding are original, but the double hung windows appear to be
introduced.
HISTORY:
Strathloddon and Bough Yards runs were both taken up by Scottish Highlander William Campbell
(1810-1896) and his partner Charles Hamilton Macknight (1819-1875) in May 1840. Macknight
sold his share about a year later leaving Campbell to develop the runs. Campbell was to become
one of Australia's richest pastoralists, with properties held either by himself or his relations in
Victoria, South Australia, New South Wales and Queensland, and wide-ranging investments not
all of which were in land. As well, Campbell was a renowned breeder of sheep, a conservative
politician who championed the cause of the squattocracy, an early discoverer of gold (on Clunes
run, owned by his brother-in-law Donald Cameron, and at Forest Creek on Strathloddon), and the
author of several books, one of which was The Discovery of Gold in Victoria (1856). When he
died in London in 1896 his estate was valued at £500,000.
William Campbell was born in 1810 in Aberfoyle, Perthshire, Scotland. He was an estate manager
in Scotland before emigrating to Sydney in 1838 where he arrived in December. He worked for
John Macarthur as the station manager of Camden and helped develop the merino sheep breed.
In May 1840 he and C.H. Macknight took up a Government lease of 25,000 acres spanning the
area of Strathloddon and also the lease of Boughyards run (22,400 acres) which was located
directly south of the Strathloddon run and encompassed much of the area of present day Guildford,
Vaughan and Fryerstown. They ran about 5,000 sheep on Strathloddon. Macknight is said to
have sold his share in the two runs about a year later.
Although the licence to the Strathloddon run was officially registered to Robert Cay and William
Kaye in May 1841, and then to Campbell's brother-in-law Donald Cameron in 1845, it is said that
Campbell continued to retain an interest in the property and continued pursuing his sheep breeding
activities there. Although the licence at times was registered to others, he pursued his sheep
breeding activities on Strathloddon that began with a stud flock that he brought overland from
John Macarthur's Camden property which became the nucleus of later Western District flocks. For
the site of his station homestead complex he chose a high bluff overlooking the creek that would
bear his name. Local historian Raymond Bradfield, whose great-grandfather bought the
homestead, explained that the site commanded views north and south along the wide valley and
east up Mopoke Gully which was 'particularly desirable' in case of 'surprise attack from raiding
aborigines'. An unknown artist depicted the buildings in a painting of the run's first load of wool
departing for Melbourne about 1840. At first they were of split slabs with a stringybark roof.
When replaced by more permanent structures Campbell imported from Scotland heavy gauge,
wide-corrugated iron for the roofing of which some sheets remain.
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In October 1850 Campbell again formally took up the lease of Strathloddon. In November 1851
he was elected the member for Loddon in the first Legislative Council and became a conservative
politician who fiercely championed the cause of the squattocracy.
Campbell made every effort to preserve his run's viability and to suppress reports of discoveries of
gold, but he was powerless to prevent the opening of the rich Mount Alexander goldfield in the
spring of 1851, which destroyed Strathloddon's future as a pastoral holding. Thousands of diggers
converged on Barkers and Forest Creeks, then worked south along Campbells Creek towards the
home station, at one stage early in November digging up the front garden before being ordered to
leave by troopers. Campbell applied for his pre-emptive right of 640 acres in March 1852 and
again was invaded by diggers in the Pennyweight Flat rush of May 1854 that established the
township of Yapeen.
Campbell also resigned his position as the Loddon member of the
Legislative Council in May 1854. By 1857, Strathloddon had been reduced to little more than the
pre-emptive right and Campbell sold to Frederick Taylor who had the land sub-divided. On 6
August 1858 the Mount Alexander Mail reported that Taylor "the great autocrat of the locality"
was about to sell 1200 acres of land, some of which had already been mined. The advertisement
that appeared in the paper in September 1858 described the property as having been divided into
162 lots varying from 1 acre to 160 acres. The property is described as "a substantial property for
a respectable family, containing dining and drawing room, three bedrooms, office and pantry,
thoroughly fitted with cupboards, shelves &c; detached kitchen, wash house and servants
apartments, stabling &c. all in excellent condition" The Mount Alexander Mail advertised a
further sale at the residence of F. Taylor of household furniture and effects on 25 June 1860.
Henry Bradfield bought the homestead and about 300 acres in 1861 and established a farm that he
and his descendants worked until about 1963.
REFERENCES:
Billis, R.V., and Kenyon, A.S., Pastoral Pioneers of Port Phillip. Melbourne: 1932; Stockland
Press edn, 1974.
Bradfield, Raymond A., letter to D.H. Hutton, Newstead Shire Secretary, dated Vaughan, 20
December 1967. Copy in the possession of Frank Passalaqua, of Guildford.
Bradfield, Raymond, Castlemaine: A Golden Harvest. Historical Briefs Series, No. 3. Kilmore:
Lowden, 1972.
Bradfield, R.A. (ed.), Guildford: Some Early History. Castlemaine: privately published, 1970;
1988 edn.
Bradfield, Raymond, Castlemaine and District Tours. Castlemaine, privately published, 1973;
third edn, 1983.
Bride, Thomas Francis (comp.), Letters From Victorian Pioneers. Melbourne: Government
Printer, 1898; Heinemann edn, C.E. Sayers (ed.), 1969.
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Lowden edn, Kilmore, 1977.
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Marjorie Morgan Publications, 1987.
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Strathloddon Station, painting c.1840, artist unknown, in the possession of Bill Mein, of
Guildford.
Thomson, Kathleen, and Serle, Geoffrey, A Biographical Register of the Victorian Parliament,
1851-1900. Canberra: ANU Press, 1972.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The brick house, Yapeen Muckleford Road, Yapeen is architecturally significant at a LOCAL
level. The house demonstrates design qualities of the Victorian vernacular style. These intact
qualities include the stone base walls, brick wall construction; the hipped roof form; the convex
roofed verandah with cast iron decoration, the brick chimneys; the central doorway and the two
flanking multi paned windows.
The brick house, Yapeen Muckleford Road, Yapeen, is historically significant at a LOCAL
level. It is associated with the early years of the settlement of Yapeen.
Overall, the brick house, Yapeen Muckleford Road, Yapeen, is of LOCAL significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The brick residence is set at a moderate set back from the road boundary on a site sloping up from
the street level in a garden setting. There are a few mature exotic and native trees in the garden.
The house has a double hipped roof clad in corrugated steel. There is a convex curved roofed
verandah across the front of the building. The verandah is supported on timber posts with a cast
iron frieze and brackets. The sides are infilled with vertical timber boards in the roof end. The
house has two large brick chimneys.
The walls are of brick, now painted, on a base of local stone. There is a flight of steps leading to
the front door. There is a central doorway with double hung timber multi pane windows flanking
the door. The house has a number of gable roofed sheds nearby which add to the significance of
the place.
HISTORY:
This property (Allotment 38 of Section 4, Parish of Guildford) was granted by the crown to James
Faull in 1862. On his death in 1914 the property passed to Emily Otten. In 1919 the property
passed to William Henry Faull. After his death in 1973 the property passed to Albert John Faull
in 1974. Alfred Faull was a Methodist lay preacher and farmer.
REFERENCES:
Community Consultation
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The brick Yapeen Primary School No. 1903, on Yapeen School Lane, Yapeen, was officially
occupied and registered as 'State School No. 1903, Strathloddon' on 1 June 1877. The old State
School No. 503 that this building replaced was deregistered the day before and has long since
been demolished. This school had in turn replaced an early National school that was opened in
the area in October 1858 to service the growing community, predominantly goldminers, that
had established itself in a subdivision of land that later became known as Yapeen.
The Yapeen Primary School No. 1903 is architecturally significant at a LOCAL level. It
demonstrates original design qualities of the Victorian Education Department's Gothic style for
brick school buildings at the time. These qualities include the gable roof forms that traverse the
L-shaped building. Other intact qualities include the unpainted brick construction; slate tile
roof cladding; galvanised iron ventilation stacks and ventilation dormer gablets; wide eaves;
timber framed, multi paned double hung windows; dichromatic brick voussoirs; double bank of
arched timber framed, multi paned, double hung windows having dichromatic brick voussoirs
with cement drip moulds above; oculus ventilator adorned with dichromatic brick surround;
pale brick stringcourse at window sill height; and the coursed hewn Malmsbury bluestone
plinth. A timber portable, and the brick walkway that has been built to link it to the original
school, building are intrusive elements.
The Yapeen Primary School No. 1903 is historically significant at a LOCAL level. It is
associated with the development of primary school education in the Yapeen region from the
early gold rush years in the 1850s, through to the establishment of a more settled community
and until the present day. The school is also important as one of the few buildings that remain
from the once busy township of Yapeen. The building is also likely to be associated with the
architect, Henry Bastow, who was Head Architect of the Department of Education at the time
that the school was built.
The Yapeen Primary School No. 1903, is socially significant at a LOCAL level.
recognised and highly valued by the local community for educational reasons.

It is

Overall, the Yapeen Primary School No. 1903, Yapeen School Lane, Yapeen, is of LOCAL
significance.
DESCRIPTION:
The Yapeen Primary School building is located on top of a gently sloping hill, in a setting of
native and exotic trees.
The single storey, asymmetrical, unpainted brick, Victorian Education Department Gothic styled
Yapeen Primary School building is characterised by gable roof forms that traverse the L-shaped
building. These roof forms are clad in original slate tiles. Galvanised iron ventilation stacks and
ventilation dormer gablets adorn the roofline. Wide overhangs are a feature of the eaves. The
timber framed, multi paned double hung windows are early and have dichromatic brick voussoirs,
typical of the brick school work of the Education Department architect, Henry Bastow. Also
typical of Bastow's design repertoire is the gable end of the Yapeen building, with its double bank
of arched timber framed, multi paned, double hung windows having dichromatic brick voussoirs
with cement drip moulds above, and the oculus ventilator adorned with a dichromatic brick
surround. The pale brick stringcourse at window sill height is another feature of Bastow's brick
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school architecture, although the building is missing the original timber finial and pendant that was
also a trademark of Bastow's work. Part of one of these finials (with pendant) can be seen in an
1881 photograph of the school in a book by a local historian, Ray Bradfield. The building sits on a
plinth of coursed hewn Malmsbury bluestone blocks.
A timber portable, and the brick walkway that has been built to link it to the original school,
building are intrusive elements.
Comparative Analysis:
Henry Robert Bastow was appointed head of the Architecture Branch of the Victorian Department
of Education in 1873. From that time until his retrenchment in 1894, Bastow produced numerous
urban and rural school buildings of various sizes using a fixed repertoire of designs. The school
building at Yapeen is similar in composition and detailing to Bastow's brick school at Helen Street,
Northcote (1874); and with the larger and grander Williamstown North (1874) and Maryborough
(1874) school buildings.
HISTORY:
The present Yapeen Primary School No. 1903 was not the first school to be built in the area but it
has its historic roots in two other earlier schools, and in the establishment of the Yapeen township.
The first of these schools was a non-vested National school said to have been opened in October
1858 and called Pennyweight Flat. The average attendance at that time was 28 boys and 25 girls.
Its exact location has not been established but it would have been built somewhere in the general
vicinity of the present-day township of Yapeen, probably on the eastern side. This area had
become populous in the mid-1850s due to the gold mining activities around the Mopoke and
German Gullies (respectively indicated on present-day maps by the lines of Mopoke Creek and
German Gully Channel), and was commonly called Pennyweight Flat. The hilly area to the south
was called Pennyweight Hill, now a locality indicated on maps as 'Strathloddon', which is centred
on the intersection of Strathloddon Road and Vaughan Springs Road.
The Pennyweight Flat area had also, from 1854, become known as 'Taylor's Paddock'. It
encompassed the eastern portion of the 640 acre Strathloddon pre-emptive right that Frederick
Taylor had purchased from its original owner, William Campbell, in May 1854. In early 1858,
following years of continuous disputes with miners over their 'invasion' of his land, Taylor began
to subdivide his property, preparatory to leaving the district. The area of the present Yapeen
township was the first to be subdivided and it was auctioned off on the 12 April 1858 and over the
next few days. On 16 April 1858 the Mount Alexander Mail commented that 'Taylor's Paddock is
now we suppose to be regarded as a township . . . [and] we may expect to see, ere long, a
numerous settled population with stores and all the other adjuncts of civilisation.' The name
'Yapeen' was formally given to the township in mid 1861.
In September 1862, following the enforcement of the Common Schools Act (which abolished the
National and Denominational Boards) the Pennyweight Flat National School became Common
School No. 503. Over the next seven years the average enrolment per year was 83, while the
average attendance was 49.
In 1872, however, the local community and District Inspector Elkington agreed that a new school
building was needed as the old one was worn out, and several letters were written to the Board of
Education about this matter. In January 1873 the matter was raised again by William Hopkins
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who wrote to the newly formed Education Department. It appears that he was acting as the
correspondent for the local School Committee and in his letter he stated that:
'It is the wish, desire and attention of the teacher . . . and Committee to have the above school
[503] vested in the Minister of Public Instruction. The entire community wish a State school and
will do all in their power to help and assist its working. Owing to the increase in scholars a new
school-house will be absolutely necessary, and it must be located as central as possible. What
assistance will the State give in the erection of a new school-house in a poor district like this of
Strathloddon?'
A short time later Wilson informed the Department that the estimated cost for the new building,
including furniture and site, would be about £225. He also pointed out that the existing school was
on an old goldfields site, and a separate letter from District Inspector Elkington stated that it was
'worn out, low and narrow in its dimensions'. The Department must have agreed on the need for a
new school and on 1 May 1873, the Mount Alexander Mail reported that the site for the new
school-house had been selected 'in the pre-emptive right [Taylor's Paddock] on the hill near the
residence of Mr. Thomas Rabbage'. Tenders for the construction of the new school were called in
August 1873 and on 29 October the Mount Alexander Mail stated that 'at Strathloddon a
considerable quantity of building stone is already on the site for a new building'.
It has not been established when the new school building, officially named 'State School No. 503,
Strathloddon', was first occupied but it appears to have soon been considered unsuitable. It was
only 34ft by 13ft in size with 7ft high walls and was being used to accommodate over 100
children. Towards the end of 1874 the Head Teacher, Mark A. Pitt, had even begun to teach some
of the grades outside, under an awning that he had rigged up. A short time later Pitt was able to
persuade the Department of Education to rent the nearby Strathloddon Wesleyan Chapel and for
more than two years he conducted the school in the two buildings.
During some of this period of time there was much dissent about where a new school should be
located but in December 1875 the Department of Education purchased the present site from
Thomas Pearson. The site was over 1 acre in size and was also located in the Taylor's Paddock
subdivision. The District Inspector, Gilbert Wilson Brown, recommended that the new schoolhouse be a brick building of two rooms to accommodate 156 students. In June 1876 the tender
price of £904.6.6 from J & A Strachan of Castlemaine was accepted and work on the building
began in the middle of July. Local bricks were used in its construction, on a Malmsbury bluestone
base.
It is likely that the architect, Henry Robert Bastow, had a hand in the design of this building. He
was the head of the Architecture Branch of the Victorian Department of Education from 1873 to
1894. The use of polychromatic brickwork, particularly to voussoirs and string-courses, and as
seen in this building, was typical of Bastow's style, which showed Gothic influences. A number of
his early schools such as this one were also derived from the L-shaped Common School type of
earlier years.
The present school building was officially occupied and registered as 'State School No. 1903,
Strathloddon' on 1 June 1877. The old State School No. 503 was deregistered the day before and
has long since been demolished. (According to local residents interviewed for a school project in
1988 this site was still visible as a depression in the ground only a few hundred yards south of the
present school buildings.) The new school had average attendances of over 200 hundred pupils
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for many years after it opened and by 1888 there were four teachers. Because of the danger of
students descending into the nearby mine shafts, both voluntarily and involuntarily, fencing of the
school grounds took place in 1887.
The school came under the threat of closure in 1903 as daily average attendance had 'dwindled' to
54 but a local petition, supported by District Inspector Eddy, kept this from happening. In 1903,
and again in 1904, DI Eddy had also recommended the name of the school be changed to 'Yapeen',
in line with the name of the nearby settlement and Post Office. This was approved by the
Department of Education and the school became 'State School No. 1903, Yapeen' on 19 April
1904.
When the school was closed for a fortnight in 1906 due to an outbreak of Typhoid fever,
renovations and repairs at a cost of £45 were carried out on the building. Water was laid on in
1908, a shelter shed was erected in 1910 and another one was added a few years later. Further
renovations were undertaken in 1915 at a cost of £133.13.0 and the old long desks were replaced
by new dual desks. Extra land was added to the school reserve in 1925, effectively doubling its
size. Pines were planted some years later and the electricity was connected in 1956. A portable
classroom, and a brick walkway linking it to the rear of the original school building, has been
added in recent years.
The building continues to be used as a primary school.
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