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You are invited to provide input to help Council develop sensible controls for how dogs and cats are managed 
within our Shire, under a new Order of Council.  

What is the proposed Order of Council for the Control of Dogs and Cats?
The proposed Order of Council will provide dog and cat owners with a clear understanding of when their pet 
needs to be placed under effective control. It will also consider the differences between urban and rural parts of 
the Shire by allowing for variations to occur in less densely populated areas. 

It should be noted that the proposed Order of Council would not apply to working dogs when actively engaged 
in stock management or guide / assistance animals when with their handler / patient.

Why is Council doing this now?
Experience tells us that the community’s general expectation is that there should be some restrictions placed on 
dog owners in how they allow their pets to interact with other members of the public. Following a strong push 
from the community, a number of Councils are also introducing cat curfews and other initiatives to limit prowling 
and reduce the number of native animals and birds they kill.

Within the community there are those who like dogs and those who do not. Similar feelings apply to cats. 
Council’s responsibility is to develop laws that balance community views and do not unreasonably favour or 
disadvantage an individual or group.

The proposed Order of Council would support Council’s broader objective of increasing responsible pet 
ownership by taking a proactive approach to the task of controlling dogs and cats in public places. What these 
controls look like, and how they operate, will be informed by community feedback.

How can I have my say?
Council encourages all members of the community to share their perspectives. Your input will help improve our 
approach to managing dogs and cats in public places.

An online survey is available on Council’s public website www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au – please select  
“Have a say” from the front page. This survey will be open until XXX.

Next steps
Council will review all submissions from community members and use the feedback to inform a new Order of 
Council. The new Order will be presented to Council for consideration at a public meeting later in 2020.

If the Order is adopted by Council, it will become effective once it is published in the Government Gazette and 
locally circulating newspaper. When that occurs, Council will also undertake a community-wide education process 
to ensure our residents and visitors are familiar with the new regulations relating to dogs and cats in public 
places.

If you’d like any further information about this process; if you need assistance to complete the survey; or if 
you’d like more information on how an Order of Council would work, please contact Mr Jeffry Amy, Coordinator 
Community Safety and Amenity, on 5471 1700.

Proposed order of council for the control 
of dogs and cats in public places

http://www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au


Customer survey
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What is the locality / suburb where you live?

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Please place a mark in any of your selections to the following questions. Select as many as you believe 
appropriate. 

1. Do you own any of the following?

  dog/s       cat/s       neither dog nor cat 

2. I believe dogs should be on a leash and effectively controlled in the following public areas 
across the entire municipality:

   at all times    

   in all parks and reserves (other than prescribed dog park) between sunset and sunrise    

   in the Castlemaine Botanical Gardens 

   on gazetted school days between the hours of 3 pm to 5 pm

   in all parks and reserves when park maintenance is being performed

   at the main location of an organised public meeting, sporting or community event or festival when occurring 
or being prepared for.

   a permanent barbeque or picnic area when in use

Are there other public areas where you believe dogs should be on a leash?
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

3. I believe dogs should not be allowed at any time:

   within any playground when in use    

   in the Wesley Hill Velodrome area at all times

Are there other public areas where you believe dogs should not be allowed at any time?
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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4. When a dog is being exercised on a public footpath or road it should be on a leash at  
all times in

  all of the municipality     

OR ONLY the following localities (select which locality you believe should have these controls): 

   Castlemaine                           Campbells Creek                            Chewton

   Elphinstone                           Guildford                             Harcourt 

   Maldon                                 Newstead                             Taradale          

Are there other localities where you believe dogs should be on a leash when being exercised?
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

5. I believe dogs should be allowed off leash:

   at all times     

   in a prescribed dog park

   in designated off leash areas

Are there other areas where you believe dogs should be allowed off leash?
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

6. I believe dogs can be allowed to be tied up when I go to the café or do minor shopping:

   providing the dog is securely tied to a post or pole      

   providing the dog’s behaviour is monitored

   providing the dog is muzzled

   never allowed          Why? _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Are there any other restrictions you think are necessary when tying up a dog?
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Customer survey
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7. I believe cats should be:

  not restricted at any time

  contained to their property between sunset and sunrise in urban areas 

  contained to their property at all times in urban areas 

  not restricted in farming / rural areas 

  contained to all properties at all times    

Are there other public areas where you believe cats should not be allowed?

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

8. Do you have any other comments or recommendations? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ (Attach another page if necessary)

Thank you for taking the time to help understand your views.
Please return completed surveys to: 
Mount Alexander Shire Council PO Box 185 Castlemaine VIC 3450 
For further information contact: 
Council’s Community Safety and Amenity Unit on 5471 1700 or email info@mountalexander.vic.gov.au

Customer survey
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