
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Cat trapping is not the only solution to keeping stray cats out of your property  

The easiest way is to make your yard unattractive to them.   

If the uninvited cat is coming into your yard to use your garden as a litter box, install some garden 

mesh or chicken wire just under the top layer of soil. This will make it difficult and uncomfortable 

for the cat to dig and scratch around. When placing the mesh, cut holes for the plants and you 

can pretty much create a cat-free garden zone. 

Scatter orange and lemon peels (cats dislike citrus smells), cayenne pepper, chili pepper flakes, 

coffee grounds, pipe tobacco, lavender oil, lemon grass oil, citronella oil, peppermint oil, 

eucalyptus oil or mustard oil. 

Install a motion sensor sprinkler that will startle them, and move the sprinkler around your yard 

every few weeks. 

Keep outdoor sandboxes totally covered when your children aren’t playing. These are very 

popular make-shift litter boxes for outdoor cats. 

Some animals can’t stand the scent of vinegar even after it has dried. You can keep these 

unauthorized visitors out of your garden by soaking several recycled rags in white vinegar, and 

placing them on stakes around your veggies. Re-soak the rags about every 7-10 days. 

If you know who owns the cat you can attempt to talk to the neighbour but that’s a very touchy 

situation. If there’s a chance you can tactfully talk to your neighbor about keeping their cat 

indoors, then go for it but keep in mind that people can get extremely defensive when confronted 

about a pet’s behavior. 

People feed unowned cats because they genuinely care about them, and feel sorry for them. 

However many people don’t realise that they are causing a bigger problem by feeding, but not 

owning (e.g. desexing and identifying) these cats. Above all STOP feeding strays. You are not 

just feeding the cat you are feeding the problem.  Feeding unowned cats helps keep them alive 

and strong enough to reproduce. They keep breeding more and more kittens into a life of disease 

and neglect. This contributes to the tragic cat overpopulation problem in Australia. 

If you have tried all these options and still have a stray cat problems you may need to speak to 

Council about our humane cat trapping program.  

Alternatives to cat trapping 

http://www.catbehaviorassociates.com/10-tips-for-creating-a-more-appealing-litter-box/

