
 
 

 
 

 

 

Stray wandering cats can go onto a property at night and make noise, destroy property and 

native wildlife. Wild and feral cats can fight with owned cats and spread diseases such as feline 

aid. They can make excessive noise when mating or in season. 

Council provides a humane cat trapping program in an attempt to reduce the impact of wild and 

feral cats. Cat colonies consist of feral and wild cats, strays, abandoned animals and free 

roaming pets. 

Cat trapping is a service provided by Council for a fee. Residents can collect a trap on from the 

Civic Centre located on the corner of Lyttleton and Lloyd Streets Castlemaine. 

Definitions 

Owned Cat 
Domestic cats are characterised as well socialised with humans and are dependent on humans 
for food and nurturing. 

Semi Owned Cat 
Originally domesticated cat that has reverted to the wild and are no longer owned or kept by 
someone. Semi-owned cats may continue to live in proximity to humans and may be accustomed 
to their presence. 

Wild cat 
These are descendants of domesticated cats that have themselves never been domesticated. 
Generally wary of humans and will not allow themselves to be handled; these cats will scavenge 
for food. 

Feral Cat 
No longer rely on human contact or support and have reverted to a predatory state. These 
animals are the greatest threat to native wildlife. 

Duty of care when trapping cats 

While using cage traps to catch cats is legal in Victoria there is a duty of care when attempting to 
catch a nuisance cat. 

Failure to properly monitor a cat trap or treat a trapped cat humanely can result in legal action 
under the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1986 if it can be proved that the cat has been 
caused pain or suffering by their actions. 

Helpful hints 

Don’t leave feed out for the cats the day/night before you are going to trap so the cats will be 
hungry. Be sure to notify others who may feed the cats not to leave food out either. 

Humane trapping of cats 



 
 

Trapping after dusk is usually the best approach. Plan placement of traps on a level surface in 
the area where the cats usually feed or have been seen. Cats are less likely to enter the trap if it 
wobbles. Bushes are often places where cats hide and provide good camouflage for the trap. 

Some kittens can be caught without a trap but are still too wild to be handled easily. Use a thick 
towel to pick up the kitten to help protect you from scratching and biting. This also helps prevent 
the kitten from squirming away from you. 

Setting the trap 

Open the trap door by pushing the locking bar to the top of the cage. There is a small hook 
attached to the locking bar and it hooks onto the wire mesh on the top of the cage. The hook 
holds the door in an open position that also raises the trip plate. When the cat steps on the plate 
it will cause the hook to release the door and close the trap.  

Use smelly food to bait the trap. The best food is fish-based cat foods or cooked chicken 
(microwave before placing it out as this increases the smell) place the bait in a shallow container 
inside the cat trap behind the pressure plate. 

Don’t hang around within sight of the cat. Remember that if you trap an animal and release it for 
some reason, it is unlikely that you will be able to catch it again….they learn very quickly. 

Traps should be checked regularly, and preferably not left unattended (cats are vulnerable once 
trapped, and their welfare must be a priority).  

If cat is caught 

After you have finished trapping, you will probably have to hold the cats overnight when they can 
be taken to Mount Alexander Animal Welfare (MAAW).  

Don’t stick fingers in the trap or allow children or pets near the traps. These are wild animals 
which scratch and bite. ALL ANIMAL BITES ARE SERIOUS! IF YOU ARE BITTEN SEEK 
MEDICAL ATTENTION. 

Wash and change clothes before having contact with your own pets as a precaution against 
spreading any contagious diseases the cats might carry.  

MAAW located at 9 Langslow Street Castlemaine, Phone 5472 5277. 

Open Monday to Saturday 10 am till 2 pm by appointment only so please call before dropping off 
the cat. 

Transporting a cat 

Cats must NOT be transported in enclosed car boots and if the weather is hot, water MUST be 
provided (the back plate may be lifted slightly and a water bowl put in). Cages should be covered 
with a blanket to help calm the cat. 

Accidental trapping of other animals 

There is a chance that while setting a trap to catch a cat, that you may catch another animal such 
as a possum or bird. This is another reason in being vigilant in inspecting the trap while free 
feeding and setting the trap. When using cage traps you have the opportunity to release these 
animals immediately on identifying that you have accidentally caught an animal other than a cat.  


