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1.0 Introduction 

1. This report was prepared at the request of Norton Rose Fulbright for North West 
Supermarkets Pty Ltd.  I have been asked to comment on the heritage 
significance of the dwellings affected by Amendment C73 to the Mount 
Alexander Shire Planning Scheme, being 2 and 2A Urquhart Street and 2 Duke 
Street, Castlemaine.   
 

2. By way of background, Amendment C73 to the Mount Alexander Planning 
Scheme proposes to rezone the land at 98 Forest Street (former Gas Works, now 
vacant), 2 & 2A Urquhart Street and 2 Duke Street (dwellings) and apply a new 
Design and Development Overlay.  This is in order to facilitate an application for 
the construction of a supermarket, car parking and associated works, involving 
demolition of the existing dwellings. 

 
3. I was engaged by Brendan Blake in early 2016 to provide advice on the heritage 

significance of the dwellings at 2 and 2A Urquhart Street and 2 Duke Street, 
Castlemaine.  I subsequently prepared a Heritage Impact Assessment in relation 
to 2 Duke Street in September 2016.  This statement draws upon the work 
undertaken for the previous reports.  Where further historical research has 
revealed inconsistencies in these earlier reports, this has been footnoted. 

 
4. This statement has been prepared with assistance from Fiona Erskine of my 

office.  The views expressed are my own. 
 
 
 

2.0 Sources of Information 

5. The analysis below draws upon an inspection of the subject land and dwellings, 
along with research using historical photographs and Land Titles.  I have 
reviewed the Amendment C73 documentation, including the Forest Street to Forest 
Creek Heritage Assessment Report prepared by Mandy Jean and David Maloney, as 
well as the Heritage Assessments 2 & 2A Urquhart Street and 2 Duke Street Castlemaine 
report prepared by Context Pty Ltd.  Practice Note 1: Applying the Heritage Overlay 
(Revised September 2012) and The Victorian Heritage Register Criteria and Threshold 
Guidelines (Updated 5 June 2014) have also been referred to. 
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3.0 Author Qualifications 

6. A statement of my qualifications and experience with respect to urban 
conservation issues is appended to this report.  Note that I have provided expert 
witness evidence on similar matters before the VCAT, Heritage Council, 
Planning Panels Victoria and the Building Appeals Board on numerous occasions 
in the past, and have been retained in such matters variously by municipal 
councils, developers and objectors to planning proposals. 
 
 
 

4.0 Summary of views 

7. In summary, it is my view that:  
 
• The dwellings at 2 & 2A Urquhart Street are not of sufficient interest to 

warrant inclusion in the Heritage Overlay. 
• The property at 2 Duke Street, as a good representative example of a 

Victorian worker’s cottage, meets the threshold for significance at the 
local level and should accordingly be included in the Heritage Overlay. 

 
 
 

5.0 Declaration 

8. I declare that I have made all the inquiries that I believe are desirable and 
appropriate, and that no matters of significance which I regard as relevant have to 
my knowledge been withheld from the Panel.  
 

 
 
BRYCE RAWORTH 
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6.0 Listings and Controls 

9. Heritage Overlay controls do not apply to the dwellings at 2 & 2A Urquhart 
Street and 2 Duke Street, Castlemaine.  The Forest Creek to Forest Street 
Historic Precinct (HO1214), south of the subject sites, was recently introduced by 
Amendment C60 to the Mount Alexander Shire Planning Scheme.  
 

10. The introduction of this precinct was supported by the Forest Street to Forest Creek 
Heritage Assessment report prepared by Mandy Jean and David Maloney.  While the 
Heritage Assessment makes some reference to the subject properties, they appear to 
have been located just outside the boundary of the study area, and the report did 
not recommend that the three dwellings be included in the heritage overlay area 
(HO1214). 
 

 
Figure 1 Recent aerial image of 2 & 2A Urquhart Street and 2 Duke Street (outlined in 

red). 
Source: Google Earth. 

 

 
Figure 2 Detail of the Heritage Overlay map, with the properties at 2 & 2A Urquhart 

Street and 2 Duke Street outlined in red. 
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7.0 2 & 2A Urquhart Street 

History and Description 
 

11. Allotment 8, Section 48 in the Township of Castlemaine was purchased by Lee 
Suey (also known as James Lee Suey or Ah Suey), a Chinese immigrant and local 
business owner, in 1879.  A c.1870s photograph shows the dwelling on the site,1 
today addressed as 2 Urquhart Street, to be a gable roofed brick cottage facing 
Forest Creek to the south.  Following the death of Lee Suey, the property passed 
first to his widow Mary Lee Suey, then to his son Charles Lee Suey, who 
continued to own the site until his death in 1911.  Both Lee Suey and Charles Lee 
Suey were prominent members of the Chinese community in the region.2 
 

12. It is unclear when this early residence was demolished, however at the time of 
Charles’ death in December 1911 his Estate included ‘Freehold land having a frontage 
of 57 feet by a depth of 66 feet situated off Urquhart Street Castlemaine, on which is erected a 
four-roomed brick house’,3 which would seem to indicate that the brick dwelling stood 
until at least 1911.  The building that occupies the site today appears to be of 
timber construction with a facade that faces Urquhart Street to the west.  A 
skillion verandah extends across the facade and has been partially built in.  
Timber additions have been made to both the south-west corner and to the rear.  
The ridge to the main roof of the present building is also at a different alignment 
to that seen in the historic image at Figure 4. 
 
 

 
Figure 3 Extract from a Department of Lands and Survey map, with 2 Urquhart Street 

outlined in red. 
Source: State Library of Victoria. 

 
 

1  This image, held by the State Library of New South Wales, has been dated to 1870-1875.  As the 
subject property was not excised from the Crown Land Reserve until 1879, either this date is a 
misattribution, or the dwelling was constructed on the site prior to the sale of the land. 

2  Bendigo Advertiser, 1 January 1912, p.6. 
3  Probate Jurisdiction in the Estate of Charles Lee Suey, Public Records Office of Victoria, VPRS 

28/P3, Unit 341, Item 127/946. 
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Figure 4 Detail view of ‘Castlemaine, Victoria, looking west along Forest Street’, 

c.1870s, showing the east elevation of 2 Urquhart Street. 
Source: State Library of New South Wales. 

 
 
 
 

 
Figure 5 2 Urquhart Street, as viewed from the north-west. 
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Figure 6 2A Urquhart Street, viewed from the north-west. 

 
 
 
 

13. The property at 2A Urquhart Street, forming Allotment 8A, Section 48 in the 
Township of Castlemaine, was purchased by Owen Oswald Hughes in 1961.  At 
this time, Hughes was also the owner of 2 Urquhart Street.  The dwelling on the 
site, a single-storey timber building with a flat roof, appears to have been 
constructed in the c1970s or early 1980s. 
 
Comment 
 

14. The property at 2 Urquhart Street is a post-1911 timber cottage that has been 
altered and extended.  Though the site was initially owned by the prominent Lee 
Suey family, the current house does not appear to be associated with them.  The 
dwelling at 2A Urquhart Street is an unremarkable modern structure that also 
does not appear to be associated with the Lee Suey family.  Accordingly, the 
heritage interest of these buildings is limited. 
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8.0 2 Duke Street 

History 
 

15. In 1879 an application was made by Michael James McCarthy to purchase an 
allotment to the rear of the Castlemaine Gas Works which was situated on the 
south-east corner of Forest and Urquhart streets.  McCarthy purchased the 
allotment (a small parcel that had been excised from the original Crown Reserve, 
known as Allotment 9, Section 48) for the sum of one pound, seven shillings and 
six pence.  The associated title deed notes his occupation as a ‘Castlemaine 
Coachbuilder’ and is dated the 14 October 1879.4  Lee Suey purchased the 
adjacent site at 2 Urquhart Street during the same period.  
 

16. Michael McCarthy passed away soon after his purchase on 8 July 1880.  The 
house and land eventually passed to his daughter and eldest child, Mary Ellen 
McCarthy, who was registered as proprietor on 21 August 1900, having been 
granted probate of her father’s estate.  The property had been tenanted up until 
this time, with the rents being collected first by Catherine McCarthy, the widow 
of Michael, then by Mary McCarthy.5  The property was described as follows: 

 
Allotment nine of Section forty eight Township and Parish of Castlemaine County of Talbot 
containing fifteen perches or thereabouts upon which is erected a 2 roomed brick cottage…no 
other improvements situated in a very indifferent locality being at rear of Gas Works and close 
to a creek.6 

 
17. The Title was thereafter transferred to William Robert Williams, a Castlemaine 

Coachbuilder, on 21 September 19007, before the property was purchased by 
Charlotte Louisa Rasmussen on 7 March 1903.  Mrs Rasmussen owned the 
subject site until her death on 9 October 1923, at which time it was described as 
follows: 

 
About 15 perches of freehold land held under Govn Grant in name of deceased lady on which 
land is erected a 5 room Brick & W.B. Cottage…8 

 
18. Members of the Rasmussen family continued to own the property until 1968.9 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4  Certificate of Title, Vol. 1150, Fol. 836. 
5  Affidavit of Administration in the Estate of Michael James McCarthy, Public Records Office of 

Victoria, VPRS 28/P0,  Unit 969, Item 76/212. 
6  Letters of Administration in the Estate of Michael James McCarthy, Public Records Office of 

Victoria, VPRS 28/P0 , Unit 555, Item 76/212. 
7  Williams was erroneously identified in my September 2016 report as owning a shoeing forge 

adjacent to the Gas Works on Forest Street.  It is now understood that Williams’ workshop was 
located elsewhere in Forest Street.  

8  Inventory in the Will of Charlotte Louisa Rasmussen, Public Records Office of Victoria, VPRS 
28/P3 Unit 1378, Item 192/212 

9  Certificate of Title, Vol. 1150, Fol. 836. 
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Description 
 

19. The property at 2 Duke Street is occupied by a c.1879 double fronted brick 
cottage with a gabled roof clad in corrugated metal sheeting.  A concave profile 
corrugated iron verandah with scalloped detailing shelters the facade, which 
features a central timber door flanked by double-hung sash windows. 
 

20. Examination of a c.1870s image of the place shows that the verandah has been 
extended to return along the east elevation, where a chimney has been removed 
and a small window infilled.10  French doors have also been inserted into this 
elevation.  Other changes include the overpainting of the original unpainted 
brickwork, and a small gabled timber extension at the north-east corner of the 
house.  It is likely that this addition was made during Charlotte Rasmussen’s 
period of ownership, when the property increased to five rooms in size.  Later 
timber additions have also been made to the north-west corner of the dwelling. 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 7 Detail view of ‘Castlemaine, Victoria, looking west along Forest Street’, 

c.1870s, showing the east elevation of 2 Duke Street in the foreground. 
Source: State Library of New South Wales. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
10  See Footnote 1, above. 
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Figure 8 The facade of 2 Duke Street, showing the scalloped detail to the verandah. 

 
 
 

 
Figure 9 View of the French doors that have been inserted into the east elevation, with the 

original infilled window at right. 
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Figure 10 The property as viewed from the south-east, with the verandah extension and 

gabled timber addition at right. 

 
 
 
 

 
Figure 11 Timber additions to the rear are seen at the centre of the image. 
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Comment 
 

21. This property is a relatively intact and handsome example of an evolved 
Victorian masonry cottage that provides evidence of early residential 
development in the Forest Street corridor.  Crown Land Grant and Title 
documents date the land sale as c.1879 – it is most likely the first portions of the 
dwelling would have been constructed very soon after this initial purchase date.  
 

22. The cottage maintains a high degree of integrity, specifically the double fronted 
facade, gabled roof and scalloped timber frieze verandah detailing which is 
evident in the early c1870s image of Castlemaine at Figure 7.  The early built 
form of the cottage is readily identifiable and the integrity of the cottage is not 
lessened by the addition of the gabled timber structure attached on the Duke 
Street elevation, nor by the sympathetic extension of the verandah along the 
associated elevation.   
 

23. The recognised criteria for the assessment of heritage values of a heritage place 
are as follows: 
 

Criterion A: Importance to the course or pattern of our cultural or natural history 
(historical significance). 
Criterion B: Possession of uncommon rare or endangered aspects of our cultural or 
natural history (rarity). 
Criterion C: Potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of our 
cultural or natural history (research potential). 
Criterion D: Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of 
cultural or natural places or environments (representativeness). 
Criterion E: Importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics (aesthetic 
significance). 
Criterion F: Importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement at a particular period (technical significance). 
Criterion G: Strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group 
for social, cultural or spiritual reasons. This includes the significance of a place to 
Indigenous peoples as part of their continuing and developing cultural traditions (social 
significance). 
Criterion H: Special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 
importance in our history (associative significance).11 

 
To be identified as a place of local significance sufficient to warrant application of 
the Heritage Overlay, a place should meet one or more of these criteria to a 
degree that meets a threshold of local significance.  That is to say, the criteria in 
question should be met not just in a simple or generic manner, but to a degree 
that is better than many or most other examples at a local level, or to a degree 
that is comparable to other examples that are subject to the Heritage Overlay.  
The cottage at 2 Duke Street is significant as a good and relatively intact example 
of the nineteenth century residential development within Castlemaine that was 

 
11  Practice Note 1: Applying the Heritage Overlay (Revised September 2012) 
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characterised by modest dwellings for local workers.  That is to say, it is a good 
and largely intact representative example of a class of buildings that is valued in 
the Castlemaine context.  The property retains much of the original fabric, 
detailing and character from its initial construction, and displays various 
characteristics of such dwellings with the double-fronted facade, gabled roof and 
timber verandah (Criterion D).   
 

24. While the property is of some historical interest in demonstrating the 
development of this part of Castlemaine and for its association with local small 
business owners, these are relatively generic associations, and it is not considered 
that the building meets the threshold of historical or associative significance at a 
local level (Criteria A & H).  Similarly, the attractive presentation of the dwelling, 
with its simple yet decorative detailing to the verandah and its garden setting, is 
also of some interest, but is not considered to meet the threshold of local 
significance in terms of its aesthetic character (Criterion E).   
 
 
 

9.0 Conclusion 

 
25. Having regard for all the above, the properties at 2 & 2A Urquhart Street do not 

appear to be of sufficient interest to warrant a heritage control.  In relation to 2 
Duke Street, it can reasonably be argued that the building meets the threshold of 
individual significance at a local level, sufficient to warrant application of the 
Heritage Overlay.  This being the case, demolition should be discouraged in 
order to maintain the significance of the place, and the building should preferably 
be retained within its original curtilage so as to maintain an appropriate setting.   
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Bryce Raworth has worked with issues relating to heritage and conservation since the mid-1980s, and 
has specialised in this area since establishing his own consultant practice in 1991. Bryce Raworth Pty 
Ltd, Conservation•Urban Design, provides a range of heritage services, including the assessment of 
the significance of particular sites, preparation of conservation analyses and management plans, design 
and/or restoration advice for interventions into significant buildings, and detailed advice regarding the 
resolution of technical problems relating to deteriorating or damaged building fabric.   
 
From 2004-2011 Raworth was a member of the Official Establishments Trust, which advises on the 
conservation and improvement of Admiralty House and Kirribilli House in Sydney and Government 
House and The Lodge in Canberra.  As a member of the former Historic Buildings Council in 
Victoria, sitting on the Council's permit, planning and community relations committees, Raworth has 
been involved with the registration and permit processes for many registered historic buildings. In 
1996 he was appointed an alternate member of the new Heritage Council, the successor the Historic 
Buildings Council, and in 1998 was made a full member.  At present he provides regular advice to 
architects and private owners on technical, architectural and planning issues relative to the 
conservation and adaptation of historic buildings, and is occasionally called upon to provide expert 
advice before the VCAT.  He is currently the conservation consultant for the cities of Kingston, 
Frankston and Stonnington.   

 
Bryce Raworth Pty Ltd has prepared conservation plans for a number of registered historic 
buildings, including Walter Burley Griffin's Essendon Incinerator. The company's experience with 
institutional buildings has led to preparation of conservation plans for the Mac.Robertson Girls' High 
School, Castlemaine Gaol, J Ward, Ararat, the former Russell Street Police Headquarters, Ballarat 
State Offices, Camberwell Court House, Shepparton Court House and the Mont Park asylum precinct.   
 
With respect to historic precincts, the company has provided detailed advice towards the resolution of 
heritage issues along the Upfield railway line. The company is currently contributing to redevelopment 
plans for the former Coburg Prisons Complex (comprising Pentridge Prison and the Metropolitan 
Prison) and the former Albion Explosives Factory, Maribyrnong. In 1993 Bryce Raworth led a 
consultant team which reviewed the City of Melbourne's conservation data and controls for the CBD, 
and in 1997 Bryce Raworth Pty Ltd revised the former City of South Melbourne Conservation Study 
with respect to the area within the present City of Melbourne.  
 
In recent years Bryce Raworth Pty Ltd has also provided documentation and advice during 
construction on the restoration of a number of key registered and heritage overlay buildings, including 
the Ebenezer Mission church and outbuildings, Antwerp; the former MMTB Building, Bourke Street 
West, Melbourne; the former Martin & Pleasance Building, 178 Collins Street, Melbourne; the former 
Uniting Church, Howe Crescent, South Melbourne; Heide I & II, Heide Museum of Modern Art, 
Bulleen; Melbourne Grammar School, South Yarra; various guard towers and other buildings, 
Pentridge Prison, Coburg; and Coriyule Homestead, Curlewis.   
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