
Covering 23.4 hectares, these gardens were carved 
out of the traditional lands of the Dja Dja Wurrung 
people and fenced off in 1860 in the heat of 
Victoria’s gold rush.

Local nurseryman Frederick Hirschi first requested 
land for these gardens from colony officials in 1854. 

Philip Doran was appointed as their first curator in 
1866 and remained in that role for 47 years until his 
death in 1913.

He is said to have laid out the gardens, with a 
guiding hand from the then colony of Victoria’s 
botanist Baron Ferdinand von Mueller. Plants 
were collected to see how they performed in the 
Castlemaine climate. 

The gardens are an outstanding example of a 
regional public gardens created in colonial Victoria. 
In 1998 they were listed on the Victorian Heritage 
Register.

Throughout the garden, many indigenous plant 
species names have been translated into Dja Dja 
Wurrung language. We thank the Dja Dja Wurrung 
people for translating and sharing these words.  
Dja Dja Wurrung language connects Djaara people 
to water, land, animals, and Ancestral spirits, calling 
Martinga kuli to ceremony and strengthening 
cultural identity.

Around the gardens are rare trees, oaks and pines 
of great age and botanical significance, as well as 
new plantings more suited to this area’s predicted 
future climate and adjacent locally indigenous 
vegetation. 

Managed by Mount Alexander Shire Council, they 
are much enjoyed by the local community and 
visitors alike.

Scan the QR code for more information  
or to access an audio guide.
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